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Editorial
Hello again and welcome to the June Edition, Number 450. Maybe it’s because I am 
getting older, but the pace of world events seems to be quickening exponentially. As 
you are probably aware, I write this Editorial a month in advance and always try to 
accord with what is happening in Wedmore. Thank heavens I don’t have to comment 
upon global issues with such a time delay, if I did then by the time this Edition has 
dropped through your letterboxes my humble words would be totally irrelevant.

Whilst I was pleased to receive good feedback on the May edition, I do have to 
make a public apology for missing out the Green Wedmore Meeting at the George 
on the 1st Monday of the month. This has happened at least twice before, so I can 
only apologise to Steve Mewes and his excellent colleagues for these omissions and 
state my full support for that worthy cause going forward.

Well, again this Edition contains an absolute compendium of events, far too 
numerous to mention when one is attempting to deploy brevity here.

Thank you again to the many people who contributed, happy reading and may we 
all get the Government we deserve on Polling Day.

Bill Sutton

Deadline for July Edition: 1 June 2017
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Front Cover
The cover photo was taken by our Editor, Bill Sutton, from the top of St Mary’s 
Church Tower on the Tower Open Day, 1 May.

News
Parish Council Business
The April meeting of the Parish Council was the last meeting to be held before the 
County Council elections, so our Councillor, David Huxtable, sent apologies as he 
was unable to participate during the lead-up period. Members agreed to make a 
grant of £300 to ‘Wedmore in Bloom’ to assist with their planting this summer and 
as a recognition of the tremendous work the volunteers do during the year. They 
also agreed to fund the replacement handrail on the footpath stile near the Sexeys 
Arms, Blackford. A lengthy discussion took place concerning the state of part of the 
lane that runs alongside Blackford Village Hall. The County Highways Department 
have deemed it ‘unadopted’, which in effect means any repairs or maintenance must 
be undertaken by users of the lane, together with owners of properties that front the 
lane. Enquiries are currently in hand to see if the Parish Council can legally assist 
with improvements.

Vandalism
During the past month yet another picnic table has been smashed beyond repair at 
Wedmore Playing Fields. This is the second incident of this type within the past few 
months and members are currently discussing what further action they should take. 
These tables are a useful asset to users of the play area but the Parish Council cannot 
afford to keep funding items that will not last. As a result of vandalism at the ladies 
toilets in The Borough, the Council have agreed to move the metal gate nearer the 
pavement to prevent damage etc. being caused within the passageway.

Footpaths and Dog Owners
The Parish Council has received complaints from farmers and landowners about gates 
along footpath routes being left open, allowing stock to escape and mix with other herds. 
There have also been further issues with unleashed dogs in areas frequented by sheep 
and cattle. If you use the footpaths with your dogs, please ensure they do not interfere 
with livestock and please use the dog bins around the village to dispose of waste.

Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council. Grant’s Lane Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Thanks to all of you who took the time and trouble to fill in 
the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire. We had over 500 
replies, so a very good response! The questionnaires are 
now being analysed and we will report back on what you 

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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told us at the Village Hall on Saturday 24 June from 2.00pm to 7.00pm (sorry that 
it clashes with Glastonbury Saturday), but the result will also be on our website 
(www.wedmore.online).

We have also had a number of sites put forward for allocation through the ‘Call 
for Sites’. Whilst the closing date was the 28 April, late submissions are still being 
accepted. The Call for Sites form is also on the website.

We look forward to discussing the findings with you on 24 June.
Bob Sellwood 

Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee

Wedmore Scout ‘Den’
Wedmore Scout’s old timber hut has had a substantial ‘make-over’ during the last 
few years. Originally purchased in October 1974 for the sum of £500, the second- hand 
ex-World War II hut has been used as the Group’s headquarters since then.

Although a lot of 
internal work was done 
to the hut back in 2004, 
when the main hall, 
kitchen and toilets were 
‘fitted-out’; and central 
heating was installed 
in 2013, the outside of 
the hut had not been 
touched.

It was therefore, not 
surprising that some 
attention was needed to 

the exterior, given that it was still clad with the original 1940s timber, and had ill-
fitting, single-glazed metal-framed windows. So the Group decided to undertake a 
full restoration of the outside, to ensure that the building would be usable for many 
more years.

The first job, which was undertaken in 2015, was to replace the cladding and 
windows. This was made possible thanks 
to grants received from The Big Lottery 
Fund, Sedgemoor District Council, 
Wedmore Parish Council, Wedmore 
Real Ale Festival, and Somerset Masonic 
Charities, supplemented by the Group’s 
own funds.

Also key, was the support of Progressive 
Systems, a cladding contractor based in 
Exeter, who kindly provided the Group 
with sufficient recycled insulated cladding 
panels to allow the hut to be totally 

Before

After

http://www.wedmore.online
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re-clad. The old windows were replaced by double-glazed uPVC units fitted with 
armoured glass to reduce the risk of injury.

Having competed this phase, in 2016 the Group set about the next task, which 
was to sort out the roof. This had previously been re-felted in two phases and was 
reaching the point when it needed replacing. Again, thanks to grants received from 
The Big Lottery Fund, Sedgemoor District Council, Wedmore Community Power 
Co-operative Grants Panel, and the Wedmore Real Ale Festival; supplemented with 
money from the Group, this has now been completed.

So as to provide better weathering protection to the external walls, a secondary roof 
was fitted over the existing one, with the sides extended to make sure that the rainwater 
running off the roof was thrown clear of them. This secondary roof was overlaid with 
high performance thermal insulation, and finished with a grey weathering membrane.

Additionally, recessed lighting units were fitted under the canopy that was formed 
over the main door, which has significantly improved access during the dark winter 
evenings; and brightened up the approach to the den at night.

Everybody who has been involved in the project is very pleased with what has 
been achieved; moreover, the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Leaders have a much safer 
and more comfortable environment to be in. It is already evident that the thermal 
performance of the building has improved considerably; and that the hut traps the 
heat from the sun that comes through the windows; significantly adding to the level 
of comfort in the Den and reducing the Group’s future use of fuel.

The ‘new’ Den will now last for many more years and has made a significant 
difference to the Group. It has also provided the community of Wedmore with a 
modern attractive building that can be hired for meetings and events, such as parties. 
Details can be found at their website; mendip-scout-base.org

Bill Bellshaw, Group Scout Leader

Wedmore Twinning Association
With our 42nd Anniversary looming we are busy planning and looking forward to this 
year’s visit by our friends from St Medard. This year the party will be made up of 29 
adults and 20 children and they will be with us during the week of the Harvest Home.

Cameron Swales, Chair WTA, 713342

Wedmore Harvest Home
Do you fancy a new challenge for 2017? Have a little spare time on your hands? Do 
you enjoy meeting new people? Wedmore Harvest Home Committee needs you!
We are a small group of individuals, from all walks of life, who meet on the last 
Wednesday of every month, and we would be delighted to welcome you on board!
No expertise needed, just a friendly face and an extra pair of hands!

Please do come along to our meetings and offer feedback and new ideas, as we 
are a community event! We need you, and the feedback from the community, to help 
run our local, family fun event.

Please contact Tom Willcox on 07983887891 for further information.
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Also, we are a little short on helpers for this year’s children’s tea (Friday 
18 August). If you would like to get involved and help we would love to hear 
from you. It would be nice to have some new faces join our lovely team! 
Helpers are given responsibility to lay the tables, serve drinks, give out ice lollies and 
generally make sure the children on your table are smiling! For more information 
please call Beth on 07738600203.

Lunch tickets for Wedmore Harvest Home will be on sale at the Street Fair on 1 
July! Come and find our stall to get your tickets and take part in our £1 draw!

The Wedmore Harvest Home 2017 Business Directory
Do you run a business in or around the Wedmore area? If so, are you interested in 
having a £25, £50, £100 or £200 advert in the Wedmore Harvest Home 2017 Business 
Directory of which 1000 copies will be handed out in July and on the Harvest Home 
day (Friday 18 August)?

Please contact Kerry on 07881750576 or Claire on 07964 749701.

Wedmore Real Ale Festival 2017
Last year’s Wedmore Real Ale Festival raised a whopping £17,000 
for 14 local beneficiaries. This brings our grand total of fund-raising 
for local, worthy causes to a staggering £150,571 since the festival 
began back in 2001!

Planning has now begun for the 17th festival which takes place on Friday 15 to 
Sunday 17 September at Wedmore Village Hall.

Whether you’ve volunteered to help, sponsored a barrel, sponsored the festival 
pint glasses, donated an auction prize or turned up and quaffed ales in 2016, without 
you none of our fundraising would have been possible. So many, many thanks for 
attending in the past and here’s hoping you, your loved ones, colleagues and everyone 
else you know can join us for our 17th year of the Wedmore Real Ale Festival!

This year’s festival will as always have a fun and enjoyable theme and will include 
an incredible mix of live music on both the evenings as well as our Saturday afternoon 
Live Local Music showcase. Finally, our legend who is DJ Olly Eade from DJ Enhance 
will also be with us all weekend.

Alongside this musical line-up there will be over 65 different choices of real ales, 
ciders, perrys and wine, with food available throughout the weekend.

The beer bucket challenge will return in 2017, and we have already recruited this 
year’s willing contestants, so start thinking about which of the following you would 
most like to bid on.

Jeff Richards Hazel Anstey
Kevin Jones Sarah Denham
Bert Banwell Nicki Maguire
Matt Denham Ellen Culliford
Tim Moreman Gill Adams
Ian Scott Safi

tel:%2B44%207964%20749701
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Evening admission to the festival will be £5 per person, which will include a 2017 
festival pint glass to take away. Our ever-popular fancy dress on Saturday evening 
will be revealed shortly, so please keep an eye on our Facebook page for more details.

If you sponsored a barrel in 2016, you should have received your renewal 
sponsorship pack for this year. Please contact Amanda if it has not reached you. If 
you would like to sponsor a barrel at this year’s festival, then please also get in touch 
with Amanda (Amanda.carver@outlook.com / 07816400999).

To keep up to date with our planning for the festival please join our Facebook 
group ‘The Wedmore Real Ale Appreciation Society’ or go to our website 
www.wedmorerealale.com

Roll on September!
Alan Page

Wedmore Opera Goers
If you enjoy opera, ballet and theatre why not put your name on the 
Wedmore opera goers list?

Our plans for the coming year are to visit Stratford to see ‘Twelfth 
Night’ for the matinee on Thursday 9 November, coach leaving Wedmore 
at 9.30 am for the performance at 1 pm and returning to Wedmore by 
about 6.30 pm.

In February we plan to see Tosca by the WNO in Cardiff and in April to see 
Matthew Bourne’s ‘Cinderella’ in Cardiff.

For more details please contact Jan Young on 712055 or Suzanne Metters on 
712515 or email suzannemetters@hotmail.com

Under Milk Wood – Bristol Old Vic Theatre School Comes to 
Wedmore
There has been a long tradition of Bristol Old Vic Theatre School bringing its 
annual  West 
Country Tour to 
Wedmore. Once 
again Wedmore 
T h e a t r e  i s 
delighted to be hosting the students of this prestigious school who will be bringing 
a dynamic production of Dylan Thomas’s ‘Under Milk Wood’ to Wedmore Village 
Hall on Friday 9 June, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Bristol Old Vic Theatre School is one of the most successful and well-respected 
conservatoire drama schools in the UK. Its courses are recognised nationally and 
internationally as a benchmark of quality in professional acting, technical, production 
and management training.

Notable acting alumni include Sir Daniel Day-Lewis, Sir Patrick Stewart, Jeremy 
Irons, Pete Postlethwaite, Tim Pigott-Smith, Alex Jennings, Gene Wilder, Mark 
Strong, Adrian Scarborough, Theo James, Naomie Harris, Stephanie Cole, Miranda 
Richardson, Samantha Bond, Amanda Redman, Olivia Colman, Sophie Thompson, 
Helen Baxendale, Pearl Mackie and Faye Marsay. So the chances are that if you come 

mailto:Amanda.carver@outlook.com
http://www.wedmorerealale.com
mailto:suzannemetters@hotmail.com
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to the performance on 9 June you will see at least one TV and film star in the making. 
You can say you saw them first in Wedmore.

‘Dylan Thomas’s beautiful, bawdy, affectionate, reckless and deeply original 
play was justly crowned at its first performance by a storm of cheers.’ So wrote The 
Times on the stage debut of ‘Under Milk Wood’. Set in the fictitious fishing village of 
Llareggub, this twenty-four hour peek into the lives and loves of the likes of Captain 
Cat, Polly Garter and Willy Nilly has continued to enthral its audiences ever since. 
With its canvas of nonsense gossip, feuds, affairs, fights, frauds and practical jokes, 
the play pulses with the vitality and relish of real life characters re-living their dreams 
and desires.

Tickets are on sale from The Village Store, from Val Godfrey on 713009 or online 
via the Wedmore Theatre web site www.wedmoretheatre.com

Cheddar Lions
Cheddar Vale Lions Club would like to thank all those who supported 
their Duck Race, the proceeds of which are going to the Children’s 
Hospice South West. The fund raising for the defibrillator at Blackford 
has almost reached its target!

Are you holding an event soon? Would you like us to come along with 
our coconut shy/candy floss machine/pig racing or scented candle stall? Then ring 
Andy on 01278 786211. This is one of the ways we raise money for good causes and 
we will pay a fee for our stall.

 If you are looking for a way to give something back to your community, have 
you considered joining the Lions? We are a group of people, all ages and all walks of 
life who have a few hours to spare. We raise money to spend on good causes in the 
Community and give support when disasters strike. We like to have fun and socialise. 
We are part of the worldwide family of Lions Clubs International. Take a look at our 
website www.cheddarvalelions.org.ukfor a taster of what we get up to, and, if you’d 
like to know more, contact Lion Janet Clark on 248114.

Janet Clark, Lions Club President

If You’re Not Lost, It’s Not An Adventure!!
This summer Brian and Ben 
Sutlieff, from Cocklake, will 
embark on the trip of a lifetime 
to raise money for charity.

On a journey of over 10,000 
miles from England to Mongolia, 
in a vehicle which cost no more 
than £250, Brian and his 22 year-
old son Ben will take part in the 
Mongol Rally, an annual cross-
c o n t i n e n t  e v e n t  h e l d  b y 
coordinators ‘The Adventurists’, 

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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who, since they started in 2004, have raised over £2.5 million for some amazing 
charities.

Following a farewell launch party on 15 July, the duo will set off from the UK in 
a compact 1.3 litre Suzuki, hopeful that it will take them 55 days to reach Mongolia. 
Not for the faint hearted, this high energy, ultimate chaos adventure will see them 
cross some of the most challenging terrain on the planet, including freezing mountain 
ranges and desolate deserts. The end goal is to reach the finish line with a lifetime of 
stories behind them and having raised money for charity.

Participants in the Mongol Rally challenge raise money for Cool Earth, a charity 
helping to save rainforests from deforestation, along with a charity of their choice.

For Brian and Ben, their chosen charity is Blood Wise. Blood Wise funds teams 
of researchers and clinicians involved in over 220 projects changing the lives of blood 
cancer patients.

Ben said ‘We are very excited to be going on this incredible journey! No doubt 
there will be difficult moments, but that’s all part of the challenge and there will be 
a huge sense of achievement if we can make it there and back again. It is great to 
be raising money for two fantastic charities that support two very important causes. 
Hopefully we can show everyone that adventures like this can be done and that the 
world is a far more welcoming place than many believe.’

This will be a difficult and challenging expedition, and they will need your support 
to motivate them through this journey. By sponsoring them to help raise money for 
these two incredible charities, you can make their voyage ahead worth the blood, sweat 
and tears! All donations will be going to the charities. Brian and Ben are funding the 
trip themselves.

If you would like to sponsor Brian and Ben on their journey –
Just head to justgiving.com/teamsloweast to donate to Bloodwise or
www.coolearth.org/campaigns/11437/team-slow-east-mongol-rally-2017/ to donate 

to Cool Earth
You can also follow the team Facebook page on www.facebook.com/TeamSlowEast

http://www.justgiving.com/teamsloweast
https://www.coolearth.org/campaigns/11437/team-slow-east-mongol-rally-2017/
https://www.facebook.com/TeamSlowEast
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If you’d l ike to find out more about the Mongol Rally head to: 
www.theadventurists.com/mongol-rally

Verilocation vehicle tracking (one of their supporters) have fitted a tracker to the 
car so you can monitor progress.

Login at www.valkyrie.verilocation.com/pages/
Login – teamsloweast@outlook.com
Password – MongolRally1#
Alternatively, there is a ‘Bloodwise’ collection pot on the counter in Hector’s Farm 

Shop for those who would like to donate without having to use the dreaded internet.

Wedmore Arts Festival 6 – 15 July 2017
Chatting to the performers…
Wedmore Arts Festival aims to provide the community 
with access to high profile performers not normally 
associated with village events, whilst also providing a 
platform for local talent. We certainly have plenty of 
local talent on tap, with some of this year’s entertainers 
hailing from Wedmore itself, Bagley, Mudgley, even 
Wells. But first we asked those from further afield, amongst other questions, ‘Why 
Wedmore’? With more performers at the Festival than ever before there is no space 
here to publish the full interviews. These will be posted on wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk 
and the Isle of Wedmore News has generously allowed the Festival space for some 
highlights:

So, Why Wedmore?

Richard Lennox I have often played for Wedmore Opera
Alexandra Rotas I used to live in Wookey and still have friends in Wedmore
Admiral Lord West I’d never heard of it until my cousin painted it in glowing terms
Marie Vassiliou I first came to Wedmore in 2000, when I sang in Jago, 

commissioned and performed by Wedmore Opera. Since then 
I have been involved in other productions in the area …and I 
love it.

Magnetic Diaries To be honest, we had never heard of Wedmore. But we are very 
glad we know about it now!

Magnetic Diaries
We also asked them to choose between Cheddar cheese and Somerset cider, a choice 
they all found ‘tricky’, although cheese won by a narrow margin. Favourite Somerset 
attractions included Wells Cathedral, Glastonbury Tor, Wookey Hole and everywhere 
in Somerset - ‘impossible to narrow it down to one place’. Naturally our eminent 
lunchtime speaker and naval war hero, Admiral Lord West, chose the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum at Yeovilton. Lord West’s chosen ‘hero’ was unsurprisingly Nelson.

As to Soprano Marie Vassiliou’s heroes, early Callas recordings are probably 
Marie’s absolute favourite, although she also adores listening to Fritz Wunderlich, 

https:///valkyrie.verilocation.com/pages/
mailto:teamsloweast@outlook.com
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Anne Sofie von Otter and of course Pavarotti. Richard Lennox plans a new album, 
undoubtedly inspired by his 
heroes, Keith Jarett and 
E u g e n e  C i c e r o .  T h e 
inspiration for Dr Alexandra 
Rotas,  another of  our 
lunchtime speakers, is the 
late, great Canadian masters 
athlete, Olga Kotelko who 
was born in 1919 and only 
took up athletics when, aged 
77, she was thrown off her 
softball team for being ‘too 
old’. The Magnetic Diaries 
t e a m  p r o d u c t i o n  i n 
We d m o r e  w i l l  b e  r e -
envisaging the characters 
and storyline of Gustave Flaubert’s masterpiece Madame Bovary in a contemporary 
English setting.

Brunel Sinfonia Orchestra, part local, part further afield, answered a different 
set of questions:

WAF How does it feel to be returning to St Mary’s to conduct your 
magnificent 30-piece orchestra?

Mark Gateshill I lived in Wedmore for two and a half years and really enjoyed it. 
So I am very much looking forward to returning and performing 
in this beautiful venue.

WAF Can you tell us something about the programme, and why you 
chose it?

Mark Gateshill We are opening with the Haydn Overture to L’isola disabitata, 
often described as ‘pure Sturm und Drang’. The music of Haydn 
inspired both Mozart and Beethoven enormously; you can certainly 
hear and feel the dramatic element to his writing in this overture. 
And we are closing with Beethoven’s 4th Symphony, one of his less 
well-known works – but a real gem with two very big brothers either 
side of it! It is not performed as much as the 3rd or 5th, but it is 
a stunning composition with such potent soul, beauty and energy 
that I cannot wait to perform it! The centrepiece of our concert in 
Wedmore will be the Mozart Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and 
Viola, an example of that Mozart ‘perfectness’, structure, balance 
and style. It is pristine! And Wedmore will only be the second time 
that the orchestra has played this piece with our two remarkable 
young soloists, Erin and Seren.
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WAF Seren, you became the youngest member of the National Youth 
Orchestra in 2014 and since then you’ve performed in such 
prestigious venues as the BBC Proms and the Konzerthaus in 
Berlin. But you’re still only 16!

Seren Nickson I am now in my third year with the NYO and both Erin and I will 
still be 16 for our WAF performance.

Erin Cacace The orchestra has invited local pupils who are studying an 
instrument to attend our afternoon rehearsal, free of charge. We 
hope that other young people will see the pleasure we get from 
making music together, even though it takes masses of hard work.

Seren Yes, the Mozart Sinfonia Concertante involves an intense dialogue 
between our two instruments, the violin and viola. We are lucky 
to have already performed it with Mark Gateshill conducting just 
before Christmas, and rehearsed with the String Ensemble at the 
Junior Guildhall School of Music & Drama in London.

Erin It’s not always easy to rehearse together as Seren lives in Wiltshire 
and I live in Essex. We do manage to snatch a few moments to 
rehearse together at the NYO and Robert, our dedicated teacher, 
finds time to help us put it together.

We are very grateful to all our guests for answering our questions, and hope to have 
a few words from some of our more local speakers, musicians, artists, singers, and 
performers in the July issue. The huge spread of varied events and exhibitions on 
offer during Festival week can be found in our programme which is widely available, 
and on our website wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk You can also buy tickets there, or via 
the Box Office: 01934 807229

Confirmed 2017 Events:

Wedmore Opera ‘Pirates of Penzance’, 
7.30pm, Village Hall Thursday 6 – Saturday 8 July

‘An Artist’s War’: talk by Phyllida Shaw, 
5pm, The Swan Friday 7 July

Sparkling Summer Concert with Marie Vassiliou, 
4.45pm, St Mary’s Church Saturday 8 July

Brunel Sinfonia Orchestra, 7.30pm, 
St Mary’s Church Sunday 9 July

Richard Lennox Lunchtime Concert, 
12 noon, St Mary’s Church Monday 10 July

James Kealey Lunchtime Organ Recital, 
12 noon, St Mary’s Church Tuesday 11 July

Edward Leaker’s Blaze Ensemble - Saxophone 
and Strings, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church Tuesday 11 July
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Admiral the Rt Hon Lord West of Spithead: 
‘My time in the Navy and where it is today’ Wednesday 12 July, 12 noon

Jeremy de Quidt: ‘Magical Realism’, 
7pm, Village Hall Wednesday 12 July

Dr Alexandra Rotas: ‘Growing old competitively: 
lessons from veteran athletes’, 12 noon, The Swan Thursday 13 July

‘The Magnetic Diaries’, a poetry-play 
by Sarah James 7.30pm, Village Hall Thursday 13 July

Simon Evans, an evening of stand-up comedy 
7.30pm, Village Hall Friday 14 July

Peter Wright:’ How YOU pay for the fake 
news that got Trump elected’, 12 noon, The Swan Saturday 15 July

The Somerset Levellers, Ceilidh, 8pm, Village Hall Saturday 15 July

2017 Exhibitions during the week (opening times on website)

Landscapes by Jane Percival ARCA, a private collection at the Barn, Lerburne House
Wedmore Theatre – 40 years of Community Theatre at the Village Hall
Turnip Prize - A Retrospective: We Know It’s Crap But Is It Art? at the Village Hall
Jan Tomes – Pottery made in Mudgley at the Village Hall
Local Artists – a selection of recent work at St Mary’s Church

Extra Event

On Friday 21 July BBC Radio 4’s Any Questions will be recorded in St Mary’s Church. 
Further information, including details of ticket allocation, on wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Dorothy Wright

Children’s Society – Early Box Opening
This is a note for the 46 Children’s Society collection box 
holders. As you know, the ‘old’ £1 coin ceases to be legal 
tender in October. As a rule, the annual Children’s Society 
Collection Box Opening takes place in late November/early 
December. As local Secretary for the Society, I contacted the London HQ back in 
January and was assured that the main banks would accept deposits of the old coins 
up to December - but to check with my local branch. However, in mid-April a letter 
arrived reducing the acceptance to ‘some banks’ and giving local secretaries the option 
of bringing forward their box openings to September or October. (In the meantime, 
I had contacted NatWest in Cheddar who referred me to Wells, where I was handed 
a leaflet which ended, ‘Contact your local branch’!)

To get off this merry-go-round and bearing in mind the closure of NatWest, 
Cheddar, on 11 October, I have opted for an earlier box opening and, with the kind 
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agreement of the Vicar, this will now take place on the morning of Saturday 7 October 
in St Mary’s Church, so please make a note in your diaries.

The Children’s Society receives in excess of £2 million nationally each year – a vital 
contribution to the important work it does with children and older teenagers. Thanks 
to the generosity of local residents, through Christmas card sales and Christingle 
Service collections as well as coins in collection boxes, Wedmore branch is one of the 
highest fundraisers in the whole of the South-West, beaten only by the city of Exeter 
and ahead of all the larger conurbations such as Wells and Taunton. Thank you so 
much, everybody and carry on collecting.

Susanne Burton

Avalon Camps 2017 Update
Avalon Camps, providing country 
holidays for underprivileged children, 
have been running for 30 years under the 
auspices of Mark and (until recently) Allerton Churches and the Diocese of Bath and 
Wells. From this year they will be run independently, but still with the support and 
provision by Mark Church of the facilities that they have enjoyed for so many years.

Avalon Camps, in their 31st year, face an exciting future but, as a charity, a 
challenging one. Every year we need to raise sufficient funds to meet the running 
costs. This requires the dedication and commitment of many volunteers of all ages to 
run the camps and the determination of the community to ensure that the necessary 
resources are available. We therefore continue to look for new volunteers who 
can help in any way, from washing up to joining the Committee or suggesting new 
fundraising initiatives. We would love to hear from anyone who would like to join us 
or learn more about us.

It is wonderful to be involved in a project which offers the opportunity of a 
camping holiday to under-privileged children from schools in central Bristol. To 
see the excitement and enjoyment of the young children, demonstrated so freely, 
is quite a humbling experience. And it isn’t only the children attending the Camps 
who benefit; it is also the young leaders and volunteers from our local area. It is so 
important that such a well-established tradition, carried through by the communities 
of Mark, Allerton and the surrounding areas for so many years, continues to thrive.

We have fabulously exciting camps organised for the children again this year, so 
please do get in touch and come along to get involved.

The dates of this year’s camps are:
Camp 1 – Monday 24 July – Saturday 29 July
Camp 2 – Monday 31 July – Saturday 5 August
We hope to see you there.

The Committee Members of Avalon Camps 2017: George Osborne, Sue Osborne, 
Nicky Henning, Nigel Harper, Sally Sims, Jeff Fear, Matthew Gazzard, Emma Hanlon, 
Kath Hanlon, Lesley Stephenson, Alistair Gordon, Lois Anderson, Pete Morgan.
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If you would like to be involved, offer a donation or find out more, please 
contact us at avaloncamps@gmail.com, Nicky Henning (01934 710077 / 
nickyhenning@btinternet.com) or any committee member.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre
The final film of the season is ‘Lion’, on Tuesday 13 June, starring Dev Patel and 
Nicole Kidman, and based on the real story of a young Indian boy who was adopted 
by an Australian couple and 20 years later found his birth mother once again.

To conclude the season Cheddar Arts is bringing jazz musicians the Blue Notes 
and their guest singer Hannah Wedlock to the theatre for a summer night of jazz on 
Friday 14 July.

The doors of the Kings Theatre at the Kings of Wessex School open at 6.45pm 
and the performance begins at 7.30pm.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
For help call 01934 744939 extension 2 or visit Kings Fitness & Leisure in 

person. Payment for the new booking system is by credit/debit card only and cash 
will only be accepted for tickets sold on the door. Copies of the programme are 
available in local shops, the leisure centre and on the organisation’s website – 
www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between the Kings of Wessex 
School and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio 
theatre. For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts or for queries email 
cheddararts@googlemail.com

Theale Flower Show – Ted’s Taters in a Tub 
Competition!
It’s time to start thinking about your potatoes, if you want to enter 
the grand ‘Ted’s Taters in a Tub’ competition at the Theale Flower 
Show this September. This is what you need to do:-

• Potatoes to be grown in a maximum of 25 litres of soil / compost.
• Any variety or number of seed potatoes may be used.
• Changing or replacing the growing medium is not permitted
• Haulms to be cut.
• Then on Show Day, on 2 September, there will be The Big Dig at 4.30pm!
• Each competitor will be required to turn out the container when asked to do 

so by the judge.
• The judge will weigh the crop of potatoes
• The prize is for the competitor with the heaviest crop of potatoes in the 

container.
• The prize will be £5.00 and a novelty trophy.

So don’t delay, plan to plant today! There is more information about how to grow 
potatoes successfully in containers on the worldwide web!

Cathy Butterworth, Assistant Show Secretary, 712775

mailto:avaloncamps@gmail.com
http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
mailto:cheddararts@googlemail.com
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Somerset Wildlife Trust
Somerset Wildlife Trust is pleased to present the return of 30 
Days Wild – the Wildlife Trusts annual challenge for us all to do 
something wild and nature-based every day in June. Whether it’s 
on a reserve, in your local green space or park or in your own back 
garden – Somerset Wildlife Trust wants to you put a bit of wild back 
into your life and make a lasting connection to nature for your own 
health and wellbeing. To help you get stuck in, you can apply for the brilliant (and 
free!) 30 Days Wild pack, download the phone app or go online for some ideas and 
inspiration. Visit the website for more information: www.mywildlife.org.uk/30dayswild/

Letters to the Editor
Swallows and Hand Gliders

Hi Bill, Not sure if you caught these today. There were over 20 hang gliders en masse 
in the air over Wedmore. Two of them: Harry and RJ (photo above) dropped into 
the Sports fields. Apparently they were from The Avon Hang Gliding Club and were 
trying to reach Cornwall! They launched from Ubley.

Also Plud Street’s first swallows. All pictures taken from Plud Street or the Rec.
All the best

Phil Parkyn

http://www.mywildlife.org.uk/30dayswild/
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A Day in the Life of
Wedmore News Would Like to Hear from You
Are you involved in running a local organisation in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you 
like to share some of the things that you do and raise awareness of your organisation 
by sharing your ‘Day in the Life’? Please contact the editor Bill Sutton email 
editorwedmorenews@gmail.com, and share your day.

Bill Sutton

Focus on Businesses
John Tinney – From Creating Sculptures to Crafting Oak Frames and 
Concrete Worktops
John Tinney grew up on his father’s farm at West Stoughton. Although that meant 
that he had the opportunity to go into farming, he had always been interested in art 
and decided that was the route he wanted to take. When he left school at 18, a teacher 
recommended an art school and so he applied and was accepted at Bretton Hall, 
which at that time was the Art Department for Leeds University. He took a Fine Arts 

degree, specialising in sculpture. After 
that he did a Masters at Winchester 
and became interested in casting in 
concrete.

His next step took him to California. 
A small but prestigious winery was 
offering the position of artist in 
residence to a foreign student. John 
was chosen and lived at the winery for 
a year where he could make whatever 
he wanted as long as he left behind 
a handful of outdoor sculptures. It 
was in California that John first saw 
concrete worktops, which were starting 
to become popular.

In 1998 he came back to live in 
Cocklake and began to think about 
what he would like to do for a living. 
Although he had enjoyed sculpting, 
he decided that he would like to use 
his creative and construction skills in 
a more practical way by going into 
carpentry and general building. He 
started by doing a lot of oak framing 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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– mainly for garages and carports in Wedmore and around Somerset – and built up 
a good business.

When he came to renovate the kitchen in his house about 10 years ago, he 
remembered the concrete worktops that he had seen in California and decided to make 
one for himself. After all, he had already worked with concrete for his sculptures. He 
found that it worked well and was admired by people who saw it. Since then he has 
done a lot of research into methods of making and casting moulds and has enjoyed 
the whole process. Over the past few years John has installed concrete worktops in 
bars and cafes in and around Bristol and other parts of Somerset, the nearest one 
being at a café between Glastonbury and Street.

Owing to the growing popularity of these worktops John decided to develop 
the business further, alongside his Oak Structure business. He built a workshop 
next to his house and finished it at the end of last year. He has developed a website 
(johntinney.co.uk) and has a Facebook page to advertise the business, but word of 
mouth is still important. After installing a worktop for a family friend in London, he 
received four enquiries. Polished concrete worktops – apart from being attractive, 
durable and not too expensive – offer numerous possibilities for individual design 
and appearance, so this business venture is taking him back closer to his artistic past.

Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The May draw took place before the Bank Holiday, and the 1st prize of £20 was won 
by No. 54, belonging to Heather and Alan Hector, and the 2nd prize of £10 by No. 
12 held by Jill and John Morse. Congratulations to them!

Wedmore WI Report April 2017
Margaret Tinney welcomed a very depleted number of members to the 
April meeting. Jill, our President, is away in Spain walking the 600km 
Pilgrim Walk, we wish her well.

Kate has been to see June in Court House where she seems to be 
settling in well and sends her regards.

Our skittles team is due to play next at the Ring of Bells in Ashcott 
on 24 April. There was an invitation to Cheddar WI open meeting on 26 April, and 

http://johntinney.co.uk/
mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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before the meeting representatives of all our Group are to decide whether to carry on 
holding annual Group meetings. Mary C will go on our behalf. There were thanks for 
our donation of beany hats and puppets and we have more to pass on. Women Walk 
the World is on 3 May and those hardy stalwarts are to walk up Brent Knoll. There 
are now 21 names signed up for the outing on 8 June, with room for a few more. We 
will leave the Wedmore car park at 9.30am promptly, visit Exeter in the morning and 
then Cothay Manor for a garden tour and cream tea. We will return around 6pm, the 
cost is at present £35 all in. The money must come to the May AGM.

Everyone is willing to stand again on the committee, unless anyone else has a 
burning desire to join us. The resolutions for the National AM will be discussed and 
voted on.

June Fitzgibbon from Prickles Hedgehog Rescue in Cheddar then took the floor. 
Hedgehogs have been around for 15 million years, but between 1950 and 2000 numbers 
have dropped from 30 million to 1.5 million, with the possibility of extinction. They 
hibernate from November to March. We learnt a good deal more about the life of 
this much loved but now rare animal. We can support them by creating runs between 
gardens and disposing of hazards.

There were two entries for the competition of a vegetable hedgehog, won jointly 
by Sue and Margaret T.

Our June meeting is on Thursday 15 June, when Sean Clark will be showing us 
‘Origami - hands on’, and the competition is “my favourite little box”. We welcome 
new members, visitors, and guests, and finish each meeting with a cup of tea or coffee, 
a biscuit and time for chat.

Sue Smith

Wedmore in Bloom
The end of May / beginning of June are the months for planting and 
nurturing the summer displays in all the village tubs. This is a lengthy 
job involving fetching the trays of young plants, dividing them between 
all the tubs and then getting them in before they dry out. We’ll have 
many volunteers in their yellow jackets around the village doing sterling work so 
hopefully we’ll create a beautiful display for villagers and visitors to appreciate.

Andrea West / Janet Smith

Report of the Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting – Thursday 27 April 
2017
Pete Tinney, our local raconteur, came to give us his most amusing talk entitled 
‘Childhood Memories’. We had a full house to listen to him recount his life brought 
up in Somerset at Lime Kiln Farm, West Stoughton.

Pete was one of three children born to Edgar and Winifred Tinney, Edgar being 
one of nine children! When Granny Page, who attended most births in the village, 
told Pete’s father that he had a son after two girls he was delighted (if only because 
he could count on another pair of hands on the farm at a later date)! 
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Pete is so good at depicting a most vivid picture of life in the middle part of 
the last century and mentioned how his mother had a strong faith, particularly 
not liking either tobacco or alcohol, but Pete’s father enjoyed both. He went 
down to The Sexeys Arms pub in nearby Blackford! Pete was also taken to 
his uncle’s pub The Wheatsheaf and the Landlord used to chew ‘mint dumps’ 
and Pete had to have his packet of Smiths crisps with the salt in a blue paper 
pouch away from the bar, because of course he was too young to go inside! 
A really good evening with many wonderful anecdotes. We finished up wanting many 
more stories.

Chris Edwards

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2017
Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery for April:

1st prize winning £100 Ryan Brunt
2nd prize winning £50 Patrick Wood
Congratulations to you both!

Beth Skeen

IT for the Terrified
I.T. for the Terrified – for all your computer training needs. A skill-
sharing, informal, community project. Run by a Committee – Staffed 
by Volunteers.

I.T. for the Terrified is now using Cheddar Village 
Hall for our computer training sessions, with an ethos of friendly, 
informal, relaxed and individual help to use your computer, tablet or 
smartphone. We can cover Windows, Macs, android phones, android 
tablets and iPads. If you need the use of one of our machines, please 
let us know as this can be arranged.

Anyone of any age or ability can learn how to order prescriptions or library books, 
do your shopping, share photos, email or chat to friends and family online, etc.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different trainers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, and need to work round when the hall is 
available, but we will arrange an appointment to suit both parties as quickly as we can.

Appointments are essential and cost £20 for a two-hour session.
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 741751 (usually goes to answerphone)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF
(next to Cheddar Church\)
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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Walk Programme – West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 1 June
Moderate 10-mile circular walk from West Hatch. OS 
Map Ex128. ST285210. Start 10.00 am. Park near church. 
Contact Tony Strange Tel: 01934 733783/07976902706 or 
anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Thursday 8 June
Leisurely 5-mile circular walk from Wells Leisure Centre. OS Map Ex141 ST536462. 
Start 1.30 pm. Park at Leisure Centre. Contact Ken Masters Tel: 01749 670349/07784 
941439 or ken@kenmasters265.plus.com

Thursday 15 June
Moderate 9-mile circular walk from Creech St Michael. OS Map Ex128 ST`275255. 
Start 10.00 am. Park in carpark. Contact Tony Strange Tel: 01934 733783/07976902706 
or anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Thursday 22 June
Leisurely 5-mile circular walk from Rookery Farm. OS Map Ex142 ST603482. 
Start 1.30 pm. Park on roadside. Contact Jenny Nicholas Tel: 01934 853639 or 
jennymr7@aol.comjennymr7@aol.com

Thursday 29 June
Strenuous 14.3-mile circular walk from Blenheim Road, Minehead. OS Map Ex OL9 
SS971466. Start 10.00 am. Park in nearby carpark. Contact Vi Howley Tel: 07711 
662993 or vihowley@btinternet.com”

Tony Strange

Wedmore Theatre June Report
As well as being critically well-received, our sell-out performances 
on 12 and 13 May of Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking Heads’ in Wedmore 
Village Hall, also made a healthy surplus. Which was fortunate, 
because we had pledged to donate 50% of our profits to Heads 
Up Somerset, a local charity helping adults suffering mental health 
problems, (visit www.headsupsomerset.org).

On Friday 9 June we shall be bringing yet more excellent theatre 
to Wedmore, as we host our annual visit from the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. This 
year’s production is Dylan Thomas’s iconic ‘Under Milk Wood’, in Wedmore Village 
Hall. Regulars to BOVTS productions know what an extraordinarily high standard is 
achieved by these graduating students and their tutors. This show is on for one night 
only, and is always fully booked. Tickets are now available at The Village Store, at 
www.wedmoretheatre.com or from Val Godfrey on 713009.

The rest of June will be spent working hard to prepare our principal involvement 
in this year’s Wedmore Arts Festival. We are celebrating our fortieth anniversary with 
our first ever major exhibition of work: ‘Wedmore Theatre – 40 Years of Community 
Theatre’. This fascinating and fun display of artefacts and interactive exhibits will 
be in Wedmore Village Hall from Monday 10 to Wednesday 12 July, open between 

...Continued on Page 49

mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
mailto:ken@kenmasters265.plus.com
mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
mailto:jennymr7@aol.com
mailto:aol.comjennymr7@aol.com
mailto:vihowley@btinternet.com
http://www.headsupsomerset.org/
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Readers’ Gallery
Throughout the last 18 months we have received some beautiful photos from our 
readers. As it is not always possible to use them on the front cover for various reasons, 
we have decided to publish a gallery once a year. Many thanks to all of you who have 
contributed, including some of our younger readers. Please continue to send in your 
photos, bearing in mind that the front cover has a ‘portrait’ orientation, we need room 
for the titles and photos need to be a reasonably high resolution (which normally 
means that they will be at least 1 MB).

Winter Scenes

Anna Knight

Dawn Pallant Phil Parkyn
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Dawn Pallant Dawn Pallant

Dawn Pallant John Morse

Robert Firth Robert Firth

Up Close to Nature
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Kathryn Jones Charles Sweeney

Jenni Hughes Matthew French

Robert Firth Matthew French
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Bob Chapman Patricia Holt

Beautiful Skies

Scarlet Smith Marion MacArthur

Anna Knight Dawn Pallant
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12.00 noon and 6.00 pm daily. As well as photo-montages and videos of many of our 
best-loved productions, visitors can view some of the most iconic props and costumes 
of recent years – including the fabulous frock specially designed and hand-made for 
Alan Philps in his role as Lady Bracknell in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, and 
the famous talking head of Colin The Monarch of the Glen from ‘The Scottish Panto’. 
There is also a working model of the Village Hall stage, complete with lights which 
visitors can programme ‘hands-on’ to achieve a variety of live effects. So do come 
and see your favourite performers in some of Wedmore Theatre’s most memorable 
shows. And entrance is free!

Also during Arts Festival week, Wedmore Theatre is supporting, with financial 
grants, two of the biggest and most exciting shows of the Festival. On Sunday 9 July, 
local music-lovers will have the rare opportunity of attending a concert in St Mary’s 
by one of Bristol’s premier orchestras: The Brunel Sinfonia – a thirty-piece orchestra 
conducted by distinguished former Wedmore resident, Mark Gateshill. As well as 
pieces by Haydn and Beethoven, the concert will include a virtuouso performance of 
a Mozart sinfonia concertante for violin and viola, featuring solo performances by two 
of this country’s brightest young string players. And on Friday 14 July, in Wedmore 
Village Hall, we are sponsoring one of Britain’s funniest and best-loved stand-up 
comedians: Simon Evans. The Guardian described his latest DVD as ‘sizzlingly 
entertaining...devastatingly funny gags’; definitely an evening of stand-up comedy not 
to be missed. Tickets for both shows are available from www.wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

So, that’s all for June, theatre-lovers. But just wait till you see what we have lined 
up for July!

Weather Report for April 2017
RAINFALL Monthly total 12.8mm (0.50ins)
 30-year average 51.9mm (2.04ins)
 Wettest day (30th) 8.0mm (0.31ins)
 No of dry days 26
 Last 3 months (Feb - Apr) 118mm (4.63ins)
 *Year ending 30 Apr 17 651mm (25.6ins)
 30-year annual average 796mm (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES

 Maximum (9th) 21.5 °C (70.7 °F)
 Minimum (25th, 27th) - 1.0 °C (30.2 °F)
 Number of air frosts 3
 Monthly average maximum 14.9 °C (58.8 °F)
 30-year average maximum 14.1 °C (57.4 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 3.8 °C (38.8 °F)
 30-year average minimum 4.4 °C (39.9 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall from 23 March to 29 April limited to 9.6 mm (0.37 ins). Temperatures became 
cooler as the days grew longer.

Denley Brown

http://www.wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk
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Vera’s Verse for June
A New Garden

A gardener planted a new garden for me

What are the wonders that I will see?

All the local resident bees

Visit to see which newly opened flower will please

Which colour will each bud impart

When it opens up each beautiful heart

Will each new bush have flowers of yellow or red

Or maybe purple ones instead?

I don’t need a rainbow today

The colour in my garden won’t quickly fade away.

Is this a weed or a wild flower treasure?

It doesn’t really matter if it gives me pleasure.

With scissors in hand it’s off with every dead head

Because I will encourage a new flower instead

What will be the scent of each new rose

To bring some delight to my waiting nose?

Don’t laugh, it really means a lot

To have joy and colour from my neglected plot.

It brings me happiness every day

To explore this lovely floral display.
Vera Banwell

Forthcoming Events
Theale Flower Show Quiz Night – Saturday 3 June
Theale Flower Show is having a Quiz Night at the Theale Village Hall, so put your 
thinking caps on. 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start, Tickets, which include a light supper, 
are available from Lesley Luke on 713176 or lesleyluke@live.co.uk.

Green Wedmore – Monday 5 June
At The George at 8.00pm.

mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
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WI Outing to Exeter and Cothay Manor – Thursday 8 June
There are still spaces on the coach, anyone is welcome to join us. We 
will leave the village car park at 9.30 am, travel to Exeter for free time 
and buy-your-own lunch. We will then go to Cothay Manor for a tour of 
the house and garden and a cream tea, getting back to Wedmore around 
6 pm. Cost £35, could be less if more people come! More details from 
Diana Rocky 713136.

Under Milk Wood by Dylan Thomas – Friday 9 June
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School’s West Country Touring Production at Wedmore 
Village Hall. Tickets from the Wedmore Village Store and also online at 
www.wedmoretheatre,com.

Wedmore in Bloom Working Party – Saturday 10 June
Meet at 9.30am at The George. Bring trowels, dustpan and brushes. 
Everyone welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 10 June
Following the successful opening of the Borough Mews, the intention is to hold an 
inaugural Farmers’ Market on 10 June from 9am until 1pm. If successful, this will be 
repeated on the second Saturday of each month. There will be a range of produce - 
vegetables, cheese, bread, honey, etc, and it is also intended to have some craft stalls. 
Any potential stallholders wishing to participate are cordially invited to contact Mrs 
Gould on 743432

Wedmore Gardening Club Outing to Clevedon – Wednesday 14 June
This year the Gardening Club trip will be to Clevedon in the morning, followed by 
Clevedon Court in the afternoon. If you would like to book a place please contact 
Margaret Kitson (712107).

Blackford Village Hall Café – Wednesday 14 June
In the Blackford Village Hall, 2pm – 4pm.

WI Meeting – Thursday 15 June
At 7.30 pm in the Masonic Hall with Sean Clark treating us to a hands-on Origami 
session. Visitors, guests, new members are very welcome.

Club 50 – Programme for 2017
Date Event Venue / Destination
21 June Tour Morten in Marsh / Stow in the Wold
19 Jul Tea Party Heather Banwell’s Garden
20 Sept Tour Torquay
18 Oct Tour Dunster, Lynton, Lynmouth and Simonsbath
15 Nov Meeting Masonic Hall - Speaker tbd
20 Dec Christmas Lunch Masonic Hall

Pauline Lund, 732517

http://www.wedmoretheatre,com
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Wedmore WI Coffee Morning – Saturday 17 June
Come to the Masonic Hall between 10.30am and noon, and have a freshly brewed 
cup of coffee and a cake, and a browse round the stalls.

Charity Golf Event at Isle of Wedmore Golf Club – Friday 30 June
In 2015 our Charity Golf Day raised the 
staggering sum of £6,000, we have high hopes 
that we can raise a similar amount or perhaps 
even exceed that sum this year.

The Samaritans is a charity which 
provides emotional and empathetic support 
for people who may be distressed, lonely, 

depressed and sometimes suicidal. It is hard to quantify how many people were helped 
in the Wedmore area, but suffice to say in the last 12 months our local Weston Super 
Mare Branch answered over 9,000 telephone calls, 1,250 emails and 780 texts and a 
number of these may well have originated from people living close by.

So if you would like to give your support by getting together with others to enter a 
team of four in the competition, make a donation or provide a raffle or silent auction 
prize or sponsor a hole, we would be so grateful. To do so please complete the flyer/
entry form on the inside back cover.

Holly Cole, 713392

The Annual Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 1 July
The Pirates are coming to the village to help celebrate Wedmore Street Fair this 
year. As everyone knows, Wedmore has a long and illustrious Pirating heritage ever 
since Captain Jack Black-Wedmore sailed off from the Lerburne jetty in 1717. The 
‘Scourge of the Levels’ he was called; no keg of cider, cow or chicken was safe from 
his marauding ways on the Rivers Axe and Brue. Many say it was thanks to Captain 
Jack that all pirates to this day have an outrageous Somerset accent. Apparently on 
quiet misty evenings on the moor if you carry a bottle of rum scrumpy and listen really 
carefully you can hear a distant Somerset river shanty.

Help celebrate this 300-year anniversary at what will be another amazing village 
event; over 70 stalls, kid zone, craft section, plank walking, the fair has it all. As always, 
best to come early, walk if you can or please follow the parking marshals and signs 
to the parking field.

Please find a booking form inside the rear cover.
Steve Mewes

Wedmore Harvest Home Lunch Ticket Sales – Saturday 1 July
Tickets for this year’s lunch will be available at the Wedmore Street Fair on 1 July and 
collectors will be calling to every house in the village leading up to the Harvest Home 
on 18 August. Ticket prices are £18, which includes three courses, beer, farmhouse 
cider and soft drinks - great value! If you wish to reserve seats for eight or more 
people, please ring Arthur on 713063 for more information.

Arthur Gadd
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Greenpeace Stall at Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 1 July
Jean and Liz would be pleased to receive any good condition bric-a-brac or books 
that you may like to donate for our stall at the Street Fair this year, towards raising 
funds for the work of Greenpeace. Please ‘phone Jean Winter on 710322 if you have 
any items to donate or bring them along on the day (early if possible please!) We 
look forward to meeting you all again this year and let’s hope for perfect weather!

Liz Merryfield and Jean Winter

Wedmore Methodist Church – Sunday 2 July
Wedmore Methodist Church is celebrating the 200th anniversary of the building of 
the chapel in Sand Road. In 1795 a chapel was built and granted a licence ‘for the 
worship of God by a congregation of dissenters of the Methodist Denomination’. 
Services had previously been held in houses. This chapel stood where the village hall 
is today. By 1801 there were over 300 members, so money was raised to build our 
present church on land given to them on the Sand Road. It opened in 1817. This year 
we are holding several events to mark this occasion.

An Anniversary Service is being held on 2 July at 3pm. The preacher will be the 
Revd. Jonathan Pye, Chairman of the Bristol District. A tea will follow the service. 
All are welcome to come and help us to celebrate this special day.

Theale Flower Show Event – Monday 3 July
Flower Arranging Demonstration and Coffee Morning in Theale Village Hall. Details 
to be confirmed so look out for more information in the July issue.

Golf Competition at Wedmore Golf Club – Saturday 8 July
In aid of Wedmore Playing Fields and Junior Football Club and a small 
donation to the Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club. Teams of four, 18 
holes, £25 per player (£100 per team). A meal afterwards is included. 
Come and join us for a great day of golf! To take part and register your 
team please contact Peter Bird 07973 931675 peterbird@thedrurypartnership.com.

Theale Flower Show Event: Make a Pot with Jan Tomes – Saturday 
22 July
This is one for your children/grandchildren to make an entry for the Flower Show. A 
small charge will be made to cover the cost of materials but accompanying adults get 
free tea and biscuits! Call Cathy Butterworth on 712775 to book your child’s place.

Flower Festival Wedmore Methodist Church – 28 and 29 July
The theme for this year’s Flower Festival is ‘200 years of History’ to 
coincide with the Bicentenary Celebration of Wedmore Methodist 
Church. The Festival will run over two days - Friday and Saturday 28 
and 29 July from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm. There is no charge to the Flower 
Festival but donations can be given for the upkeep of the church. 
There will also be Arts & Crafts stalls in the schoolroom. Coffee and 
cakes will be served in the morning, soup and roll at lunch time and 

cream teas in the afternoon. Everyone welcome and we look forward to seeing you 
at this yearly event.

mailto:peterbird@thedrurypartnership.com
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The Crossword: Number 1

ACROSS:

1.The butler changed near Edington (6)
4. Surprisingly drawn out (8)
10.Eat humble pie containing a digit (5) 
11.Appalling cat or rearranged debts (9)
12.Tolerated the last proper communist (7)
13.Skies throw game partners (7)
14.Alternatively the world covers little time (5,6,3) 
17.Government distribution (14)
21.VAT or jam? (7)
23.Elements sound doubtful (7)
24.Ten brooms playing (9)
25.Capital agreement from German wine (5)
26.European river hides donkey from her (8)
27.Come out from three mergers (6)

DOWN: ANSWERS:

1. Bravo said like bread (8)
2.Circular boss supported Parliament (9)
3. New York has a statue of it (7)
5. 337.5 degrees (5,5,4)
6. Men about, difficult providing for cider makers (7)
7. Solitary advance on the radio (5)
8. Issued neglect (6)
9. Mind don, instead grooming him for Crufts (6,8)
15.Thou shalt love him as thyself (9)
16.Ready to bat or raise the score (8)
18.Big peer first off improper (7)
19.1,4,8 to mention some (7)
20.Lightweight Batmen flustered (6)
22.Steals pieces (5)

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Weston Hospicecare – June to September
The Hospice has opened its 2017 calendar of events, which offer participants an 
opportunity to have fun whilst raising much-needed funds for the hospice.
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The three main events include:
• the Mendip Challenge (which will take place on 4 June 2017);
• the brand new Bubble Rush (which will take place on 5 August); and
• the Midnight Beach Walk (which will take place on 30 September).

For further information about our work or about other ways you can support us, 
visit www.westonhospicecare.org.uk.

Water Vole and Otter Survey Training – Monday 5 June
From 9.00am - 1.00pm. Water Vole and Otter training to introduce the knowledge and 
skills required to deliver commercial surveys. Meet at First Ecology, Callow Offices, 
Shipham Road, Cheddar BS27 3DQ, ST 44756 55999. For more information and to book 
contact Helen Ward 01823 652425/07903 221079 or helen.ward@firstecology.co.uk. 
Cost £50.00

North Somerset Decorative and Fine Arts Society – Wednesday 7 June
Lectures are held at the 37 Club, between Woolavington and Puriton, on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Meetings are at 2.15 pm. in the winter and 7pm from May 
to September Our next two lectures are:7 June 7.00pm - James Taylor ‘Postcards’: 6 
Septempter, 7.00pm – Christopher Chanter ‘Dr Susan Weber Furniture Gallery at 
the V&A’

An Evening of Choirs in Concert for the R N L I – Friday 9 June
At Draycott Village Hall. The concert will commence at 
7.00pm for 7.30pm. Tickets are £ 10.00 for adults and £ 
5.00 for under 16s and entitle the holder to a free glass of 
wine on entry, or a soft drink for under 16s. The Choirs 
performing are: the Joyful Spirit Gospel Choir from 
Wrington and the Pilton Village Voices Community Choir. 
Tickets are available as usual from the Wedmore Village Store and the Swan Hotel, 
Wedmore. This promises to be an ‘uplifting’ evening and we look forward to seeing 
you there.

A Celebration of Hoagy – Chris Ingham Quartet – Saturday 10 June
Cossington Village Hall at 8.00 pm. Hoagy Carmichael was one of the most enduring 
and endearing songwriters from the Golden era of the Great American Songbook. 
Wry, wise, sentimental and sophisticated, Hoagy’s songs are beloved for their warmth, 
humour and jazz-inspired melodic beauty. The concert is in aid of the Bridgwater 
Hospital League of Friends.

Reserved seats £12.50 (including tasty interval treats) from Roger Collett 01278 
451187 or email rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.net

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society – Saturday 17 June
A walk to Stoney Littleton starting at 2.00 pm. Stoney Littleton is a fine 
example of a chambered long barrow built during the Neolithic period 
(about 4000–2500 BC).

http://www.westonhospicecare.org.uk
mailto:helen.ward@firstecology.co.uk
mailto:rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.ne
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Probably dating from about 3500 BC, it is about 30 metres (100 feet) long, and 
features multiple side chambers in which human remains were once buried. The 
approach to the barrow – down a long narrow lane, across a stream and through fields 
– takes the visitor across a landscape that has probably been farmed continuously 
since Neolithic times.

Parking: There is a small free car park off Littleton Lane, approximately one mile 
from Wellow.

Access: The walk is a moderate climb with three stiles to cross. The route can be 
muddy in places, so we recommend sturdy footwear.

Please be aware:
• The site is exposed, so come prepared with suitable clothing.
• Sheep are regularly grazing the fields en route, so please keep dogs on a lead.

Bring a torch to explore the full extent of the barrow interior.

The Old Vicarage, Weare, National Garden Scheme Opening – 
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 June

If you didn’t manage to see last 
year’s amazing transformation of a 
hard tennis court to a show garden 
- then you really must go this year. 
It is open from 2.00 pm to 5.30 pm.

As you’ll discover, you can’t 
see behind the high old hedges 
that surround this wonderful 
old vicarage and its collection of 
historic outbuildings - so it’s a 
delight to wander around and drink 

in the atmosphere.
Trish and Jeremy Gibson are old hands at opening gardens - they opened their previous 

garden in Cornwall for four years, but they say that even they were surprised by the turnout 
last year - more than 570 people over 
the course of the weekend. Everyone 
drank in the sunshine, enjoyed the 
teas and cakes, found bargains on the 
plant stall, and of course took in the 
wonderful spectacle of seeing the new 
garden sections skilfully mixed into 
the mature backdrop of the vicarage 
grounds.

There’s lots that’s new this year 
too. They’re opening up the old 
barn where new art - courtesy of 
Wedmore’s Heath House Art Group 
- will be on sale, together with beautiful garden ceramics by Karen Edwards.
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And they’ve been working hard too on opening up the garden itself - there’s even 
a most unusual new ‘willow walkway’ that takes you to a bridge over a small stream.

Entrance is just £4 (children free) and home-made teas in aid of Weston 
Hospicecare. Much but not all of the garden is accessible to wheelchairs but sadly 
there is no disabled loo.

Somerset Wildlife Trust – Saturday 1 July and Saturday 8 July
National Meadows Day: Guided Walk – Saturday 1 July 10.00am – 
12.00 noon
Join Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Magnificent Meadows team for a 
guided walk through the meadows at Chancellors Farm. They’ll be on 
hand to describe the wildflowers, bumblebees and butterflies that we 
see in the beautiful meadows at the farm, which is not usually open to 
the public. Meet at Chancellors Farm, Cheddar, BA5 3DD, ST525526. 
For more information and to book contact events@somersetwildlife.org.uk.Free event, 
donations welcome.

National Meadows Day: Arty Afternoon - Saturday 1 July 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Join Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Magnificent Meadows team and a watercolour tutor 
for an arty afternoon - bring your sketchbook or paints and see if you can capture 
the flowers, colours, wildlife and breathtaking views across the meadows. Meet at 
Chancellors Farm, Cheddar, BA5 3DD, ST525526. For more information and to book 
contact events@ somersetwildlife.org.uk. Free event, donations welcome

Dragonfly Day at Catcott – Saturday 8 July – 10.30am
Come and meet the dragonflies that call Catcott Nature Reserve home, including 
a guided walk and pond dipping for the kids. Find out what makes these aerial 
invertebrates masters of the sky. Meet at Catcott Nature Reserve, West Drove, Near 
Burtle, (also close to Catcott), TA7 8NQ, ST400415. For more information please contact 
email poldenbruss@outlook.com or 01278 722734. Cost Adults £2.50, under 16s Free.

Thought for the Month
Fake News
So how do you tell what’s real? I guess you might read a story again and see if it’s 
likely, ask ‘is there a hidden agenda?’ and check who wrote it. Do you like what you 
see about them? Do others back them up especially if it costs them real difficulty 
(like the people smuggling stories out of Soviet Union about life under a brutal 
government)? Even after all this you still might not be sure. Not sure enough to stake 
your life on them, I’ll bet!

So, what about the stories in the New Testament? They seem far too good to be 
true. Well, the authors mostly died at the hands of the Romans, some very unpleasantly, 
when all they had to say was, ‘Caesar is Lord’, to be set free. They seemed to have 
supernatural courage. Countless thousands have died since, right up to our own 

mailto:events@somersetwildlife.org.uk
http://somersetwildlife.org.uk/
mailto:poldenbruss@outlook.com
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grisly times with ISIS beheadings and worse, for daring to claim the stories are true. 
So how can they be so certain? The message worth dying for is basically this - if we 
say sorry for things on our conscience and ask for Jesus to be our Lord, we can trust 
God to forgive anything we might have done. He will start to change us inside so we 
can grow to be more like His Son and inherit everlasting life. This is the experience 
of Christians, difficult to explain, but we can’t deny it’s happened to us.

Miles Bowater 
Bagley Baptist Church

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Tiramisu
Always a dinner party favourite, I’ve tweaked this recipe a few times to 
make it easy and convenient. Firstly, it uses brandy, rum or even whisky 
which you’ve probably already got in the drinks cabinet. Secondly, by 
weighing out the right amount of coffee/alcohol mixture and spooning 
it over the sponges rather than dipping them, there’s no waste. Thirdly, as my wife 
discovered by accident, you can successfully whisk the sugar, mascarpone and cream 
together in one bowl; no folding in of whipped cream, no whisking of eggs over hot 
water (indeed, no eggs), less washing up and you can easily get the texture you want.

Ingredients
3 heaped tsps instant coffee
2 heaped tsps sugar
4 oz hot water
2 oz brandy, rum or whisky
4 oz icing sugar
250g tub mascarpone cheese
10 oz (284 ml) pot of double cream, whipping cream, 
‘Elmlea Double’ or if you can find it, ‘Elmlea Double Light’
Six trifle sponges (3/4 of a box)

Method
Put a mug or jug on the scales and make up the coffee mixture with the coffee, sugar, 
water and alcohol.

Sieve the icing sugar into a large bowl. Add the whole tub of mascarpone and mix 
together gently with a spatula until smooth. Now add the whole pot of cream. Whisk 
together with an electric whisk until it forms soft peaks. If you’re planning on keeping 
it overnight in the fridge, aim for a softer texture as it will firm up slightly.

Cut each trifle sponge into four lengthways. Depending on the size and shape of 
your dish, plan on either one or two layers and arrange the bottom layer cut side up. 
Spoon coffee mixture over, about a desert spoonful per slice. Spread the mascarpone 
mix over and repeat if two layers.

Serve sprinkled with cocoa powder.
Stuart Fisher
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The Garden in June
At the time of writing (May-day Bank Holiday weekend), the 
weather is unsettled with a not terribly pleasant wind from 
the west; we have had a very dry April, with little measurable 
rain. At the moment, they are predicting (or as an old landlady of mine used to say, 
prophesying) after a couple of wet days, a return to warmer drier conditions, so 
here’s hoping.

I have written before that June is the month in which roses are at their peak and at 
the time of writing they are looking very healthy, despite the dry conditions which often 
encourage powdery mildew. With luck, if we do have warmer but damper conditions, 
they will not be ruined by blackspot by the time you read this. Blackspot causes severe 
defoliation and generally debilitates the plants, it is spread by rain-splash from old, 
infected foliage and the advice has always been to pick up fallen leaves and ideally 
burn them; if you have a lot of roses this is not always feasible. Although you still have 
to pick them up, these days the green wheelie-bin or waste bag may be the best way 
to get rid of them rather than burning. The material thus disposed of is composted 
at a temperature higher than most of us can achieve in a domestic compost heap, hot 
enough to kill off the disease. Incidentally, the compost made from this green waste 
is available from your local tip in bags and from some sites in bulk and seems to be 
an excellent substitute for peat as a soil improver. I have not tried it yet as a growing 
medium but hope to do so this summer and hopefully will report on that at a later 
date. (I have, however, heard some who have used it, complain that it still contains 
viable weed seeds, which theoretically it shouldn’t.)

If the amount of blossom on the trees is anything to go by, this will be a bumper 
year for fruit; we have, however, had some cold nights while they have been in flower, 
but in my garden no actual frost, so a lot of fruit will have set. Apple trees, of course, 
do have a self-thinning process, known as June-drop, which helps ensure that they 
do not set excessive amounts of (inferior) fruit; if you wish to grow a smaller number 
of larger fruit, you can carefully thin out the fruitlets, but it is a rather laborious task. 
This should be done after the natural thinning has occurred.

In previous years at this time I have mentioned that potato-blight could be a 
problem in warm, humid weather, both on potatoes and tomatoes; in the event, it 
wasn’t last year but could be this. Early potatoes are not usually affected, but spraying 
with a fungicide is the only way to prevent later crops from being affected. I believe 
organic growers can use Bordeaux mixture although I have been told that that may 
soon not be available. Other more modern materials are available if you are not 
organic, but they may not be available to amateurs. However, they must be used 
prophylactically (i.e. before the blight is seen) and will not clear it up once it is there 
although they may prevent further spread.

In the flower garden, lily beetles are conspicuous if you grow their host plants, 
lilies and fritillaries; they are about a centimetre in length and a conspicuous bright 
orange. They and their larvae, which look black, because they are covered in their 
own excrement, strip lily foliage quite quickly and also eat the flower buds. They can 
be physically removed and squashed or sprayed with a contact insecticide. They were 
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unknown in Britain until about twenty years ago but have now joined the ranks of 
creatures sent to try us. Interestingly, DNA profiles tell us that tulips are more closely 
related to fritillaries than are lilies, but the beetles still seem not to attack tulips.

Lawns were slow to start growing this year, because of low night temperatures 
in the latter part of April, but are well under way at the time of writing. My lawn is 
particularly weedy at the moment and I am tempted to use a weed killer on it. It is 
necessary to be very cautious if using liquid herbicides (sprayed) that it is not blown 
onto surrounding borders or worse still, into green-houses; tomatoes are particularly 
sensitive to weed killers and can ‘sniff’ them a mile off, so close greenhouse vents 
when spraying, whatever the weather. You can use powder or granular ‘feed and 
weed’ products but these can still blow and of course, also make the grass grow more 
vigorously. A good rule of thumb, is not to use weed killer if the wind speed is over 
five mph, which means if you can see trees moving.

It should be safe to put all tender plants outside or in a cold greenhouse by now 
as the danger of night frosts should be over, but bear in mind that the greenhouse, 
as well as keeping the night temperature up, also keeps the wind off and this can 
increase the average temperature experienced by your plants; be careful, therefore, 
not to let the daytime temperature get too high. Keep the glasshouse well ventilated 
and damped down.

By the time you read my next piece, the days will be getting shorter again, so make 
the most of your early mornings and long evenings in the garden.

Adrian Hutchinson

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
Junior News

Head coach Craig Phillips had a 
successful Easter holiday camp. 
Over the two holiday weeks the 
mornings were for 5-10 year-
olds and afternoons for 11+. 
The children played games, 
improved on their skills, took part 
in competitions and enjoyed an 
Easter egg hunt.Craig was ably 
assisted by Mathew Fitzpatrick and 
Eleanor Bray who did this as part 
of her Duke of Edinburgh award 
scheme.

Further camps will be run in the May half term on 29, 30 and 31 May with the 
same format as Easter camp. Summer camps will also be held. Anyone interested to 
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contact Craig to book. Junior social nights will be held every Friday over the summer 
from 6-8.00pm for Yellow, Green and invited Orange ball players.

A Junior Open Tournament was held at the Clubhouse on 23 April. U8 player 
Jacob Savage won three matches played in his category. U9 player Wills House was 
overall winner in his category. U10 Charlie Ruffel beat Oscar Ham in the final. Good 
efforts also by Rufus Cardale and George Sweet. U12 Jack Brimm and his partner, not 
from Wedmore, got to the boys doubles final and won on a tie break in the third set.

There is a Junior Open Tournament being held on 11June. Juniors can enter via 
the LTA website. There is also a Road to Wimbledon Tournament on 25 June and 
Wedmore closed Tournaments which all junior members are encouraged to enter via 
the junior noticeboard in the Clubhouse.

Rusty Rackets
Rusty Rackets is running on Wednesday mornings at 10.30 am. Suitable for non- 
members and complete beginners, all welcome!

Men’s Winter Doubles
The Men’s winter doubles was a great success and a cup was presented to Rob Sweet 
and David Walker. The cup was presented by David Pottow.

Winter League Results
The A Team fought hard but, with absent men, failed in their last match to garner 
enough points to win their last match and gain enough points to win the first division 
but came a very credible second. B Team were in the same division as the A and 
despite valiant efforts by Clare and Nicky, finished fifth and were therefore relegated. 
C Team, captained by Jenny, were sadly relegated. D Team, captained by David 
Evans in Division 4, competed against A & B Teams and sadly went down. Veterans 
A came highly placed in division 1 behind strong Clevedon players; they won half 
the matches. Veterans B, captained by Val Parker, had their best year for some time 
finishing second to Cheddar A.

Tess Hodgson and Susan Cunningham were semi-finalists in the Winscombe 
Annual Ladies Doubles and finished a credible second.

Summer League
Rob Sweet and Dave Walker played Wrington B team and won 10.0. The C team had 
a good win 8.3. D team played Priory and lost 1.10.

Ladies’ Summer League
The F team had a great win away against Cheddar D team; the teams consisting of 
Clare and Helen, Jo and Gail.

It was not the best start to the season in Cheddar with cold hail delaying the start 
and interrupting in the middle. Some teams postponed their matches. The A team 
were also playing at Cheddar but decided to abandon their match half way hoping 
for better weather next week! The C team won 8.2 against Wells B team thanks to 
some balletic volleying from Jo, Sandra, Matty and Susan.

Joanna Cooper
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Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
The indoor finals of club competitions were not completed on the designated weekend 
in March due to sickness of some competitors. The remaining three finals were played 
on the weekend of 1 and 2 April. The results of these are given below:

Ladies’ 4-Wood Singles Winner: Julie Masters
  Runner Up: Maureen Hordle

Mixed Pairs Winners: Jean Wheller and Eddie Payne
  Runners Up: Tony Shepperd and Julie Masters

Mixed Triples Winners: Clive Wheller, Lynda Deardon 
  and Ron Barron

  Runners Up: Barbara Disbrey, Bob Deardon
       and Steve Heeley

The outdoor green opened on Saturday 15 April for the usual mixed practice. Members 
enjoyed a ‘bring and share’ lunch followed by 10 ends of bowling. The weather for 
this was good and for the separate practices for the men’s and ladies’ sections on the 
following Monday and Tuesday. Traditionally, Wedmore’s first fixtures are played at 
home against City of Wells. The men produced a good result, scoring 103 shots to 70 
and winning three rinks, tying one and losing just one. The rinks skipped by Roger 
Hughes and Dave Nicholls both won by a comfortable 20 shots. The ladies’ match 
against Wells was reduced to 16 ends because of very cold weather. The opponents 
won two of the three rinks but Wedmore won the match by 49 shots to 40, thanks to 
a good win on the third rink. Marie Trow’s team won by an impressive 27 shots to 11 
including scoring two sixes.

Games have also been played against other local teams. In a mixed game away 
at Clevedon Prom, both sides won three rinks. At home against Street, a mixed 
Wedmore team won a close match by 100 shots to 90. The ladies visited Wyrral Park 
for a friendly game losing narrowly 43 shots to 53.

Wedmore hosted their first touring team of the season when Grampound in 
Cornwall visited to play their second match in a four match tour. On a grey day with 
a chilly breeze, seven rinks played a full 21 end game with a stop for tea and cakes in 
the middle. Wedmore won a close contest by just 11 shots.The sun came out as soon 
as the game finished!

The league season will start in May with both the men’s and ladies’ sections playing 
in three different leagues. There are also regular Friendly matches throughout the 
season and open practice sessions on Friday afternoons. New members are always 
welcome. If you would like a free taster session, bowls will be provided and club coaches 
are there to help. Sessions have already been arranged for two Sunday mornings, 23 
and 30 July. Alternatively, you can arrange a taster session at other times by ringing 
me on 710699.

Sandra Moss
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Isle of Wedmore Cricket Club
June fixtures are as follows:

1st Team

03-Jun-17 H Shapwick and Polden 3
10-Jun-17 A East Huntspill 1
17-Jun-17 H Weston Super Mare 3
24-Jun-17 A Leigh on Mendip 1

2nd Team

03-Jun-17 A Bridgwater Sports 1
10-Jun-17 H Wembdon Academy
17-Jun-17 A Weston Super Mare 4
24-Jun-17 H Weston Super Mare 4

The Club runs four youth sides from under 9s to under 15s, two senior sides and a 
mid-week T20 side.

The Club is always looking for new players and welcomes players of all standards 
or those who just want to have a drink at the bar. We run nets throughout the summer. 
Please contact us via Facebook if you are interested in playing. Lastly, a 6-aside 
tournament will be run in July.

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
April showers may be a cliché but where were they this year? 

The dry weather and cold nights coupled with the essential spring 
greens maintenance created tricky conditions as the season began to 
get under way. The first major event of the year took place with the 
Ladies’ Spring Meeting in dry but chilly conditions. The main event 
in the morning was a Stableford with two cups on offer. The lower 
handicappers played for the Midgley Cup and Eunice Bond was the clear winner 
on 36 points, although only by a single point from Liz Hill with Ange Webber 
another shot back in third. The higher handicappers playing for the Fry Cup had 
a blanket finish with countback sorting out the prizes after three players finished 
on 38. Just claiming first place was Karen Barnett, with Ann Dixon squeezed into 
second place ahead of Pauline Hale. For those still up to it, the afternoon was a 
nine-hole Bowmaker won by Ronnie Follenfant, Jennifer Fell and Esme Gulliver.

Chris Donald surrounded by the other prize winners at the Seniors’ Spring Away Day
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Karen Barnett and Eunice Bond and other prize winners at the Ladies’ Spring Meeting

The Seniors travelled up to Filton for their Spring Away Day. The day warmed 
after a frosty start but despite the excellent condition of the course players struggled 
to get to grips with it. Heading the way, and the only player to beat his handicap, was 
Chris Donald. His score of 37 Stableford points took the overall trophy, the Crick-
Tanswell Trophy. Behind him the division one trophy was taken by Calvon Poulton-
Sadler on countback from Peter Bennett with Ian Robson two points away in third. 
Ken Lohman claimed division 2 on 36 points, 4 better than runner-up John Stent with 
Phil Incledon in third. Brian Crosby claimed the over-seventies prize, Captain Tom 
Bennett claimed a nearest the pin prize and professional Tom Hiscock was allowed 
a special prize despite being several decades too young.

The annual move back onto the white tees seemed to come as a nasty shock to 
the men. Despite the benign weather there were no scores better than 39 points in 
the monthly Stableford. The most competitive scores came in division 2 with both 
Marcello di Mascio and Richard Macarthur scoring 39 with di Mascio winning out on 
countback. Neville Gillibrand birdied the final hole to snatch third place on countback. 
Daniel Milford scored another 39 to win division 3, one more than runner-up John 
Vowles with Nigel Young third with 34 points. 38 was the best score in division 1, 
this coming from James Vowles who was 3 points ahead of Toni Ribi who beat Bill 
Lander on countback. By contrast there were some good scores from the ladies with 
Deidre McGowan winning on 39, 4 better than second placed Mary-Lou Denny who 
beat Carol Horsley on countback.

The Monthly Medal saw the men continue to struggle with just three scores under 
par. The best of these was a 67 from Dom Channon to win division 1 by a shot from 
Daryl Cornelius with Richard Weight a further 2 shots back in third. Weight also 
had the shot of the day, a hole in one on the par 3 eleventh. Max Grant was the only 
player beating par in division 2, his 69 being good enough to win by two shots from 
Frank Denniston who in turn was two shots better than third placed Malcolm Tanner. 
Division 3 saw no players under par but a three way tie on 71 with Liam Cann taking 
first spot on countback from Ian Williams and Dave Horsley. Alison Dodkin was 
leading lady on 77.

Easter Saturday saw the welcome return of a fun competition, a Greensomes open 
to all. Serial winners Liam Cann and Dale Worthington took first place on 45 in a 
well-attended competition. This was three better than Nick Parker and Bobby Jones 
with Janet and Ian Robson third on countback.
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New professional Tom Hiscock was prominent during the month and early on 
joined with Seniors Captain Tom Bennett to take on the rest of the Seniors in the 
Captain/Pro Challenge. They had a respectable score but the outstanding performance 
came from Tony Roe who won for the second year in a row, scoring 46 points in 
partnership with John Hogan, holding off the challenge of Alasdair McDonald and 
John Vowles by a single point. Keith Thomas and David Dams came third with 44.

Regular competitions continued as ever. The Ladies held two Stablefords. The 
first saw a win for Pauline Hale, five shots better than handicap and three ahead of 
Caroline Patterson with Shirley Gooding third. In the second, Ronnie Follenfant led 
the way on 38 points. Linda Roberts was two shots behind in second place whilst Aileen 
Robertson took third place on countback from Deidre Wheadon after both scored 
35 points and Sue Tarry claimed the final prize with 32 points. They also squeezed in 
a Better-Ball competition. Marion Warren-Smith and Nan Watt won on 46, a score 
matched by Gill Jones and Mary Gillies who lost out on countback. Jenny Thomas 
and Eunice Bond were third, also on countback from Pam Berry and Beryl Richards.
In the Seniors Medal, Tony Hoskings scored an outstanding nett 63 to win division 2, 
two shots better than David Coggan with Gordon Summers third on 66. Nick Parker 
won division 1 on 68 beating Martin Peakman and Peter Searle on countback. 66 was 
good enough to win division 3 for Trevor Stone ahead of Mike Nicholls and Roy Peck.

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 20 June the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up 
the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at 
various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings 
can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Songs of Praise
Holy Trinity Church will hold a summer Songs of Praise on Sunday 18 June at 6.00 
pm. Please let the vicar know if there are any hymns you would like to sing.

Christchurch Theale welcomes people to afternoon tea at Theale Village Hall 
on Sunday 25 June at 4.00 pm and then to a Songs of Praise in church at 5.00 pm. If 
there is a particular hymn you would like to sing please contact Mrs Molly Rossiter 
on 713311.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Iris (Pat) Parry formerly of Theale who died on the 14 April 2017 aged 92 and 
whose funeral took place at Christchurch on the 5 May 2017.
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St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am
Communion is celebrated most Wednesdays at 9.45 am
Sunday 4 Pentecost 10.30am Parish Communion
   6.00pm Start the Week
Sunday 11 Trinity Sunday 10.30am No Service
   6.00pm Start the Week
Sunday 18 Trinity 1 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Family Service
Sunday 25 Trinity 2 10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 4 Pentecost 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 11 Trinity Sunday 9.00 am Patronal Communion
Sunday 18 Trinity 1 6.00 pm Songs of Praise
Sunday 25 Trinity 2 9.00 am Parish Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 4 Pentecost 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 11 Trinity Sunday 11.00 am No Service
Sunday 18 Trinity 1 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 25 Trinity 2 5.00 pm Songs of Praise

Allerton Church
Sunday 4 Pentecost 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 11 Trinity Sunday 9.00 am No Service
Sunday 18 Trinity 1 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 25 Trinity 2 9.00 am Parish Communion
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am Morning service. (Groups for 3-15s.)
Every Wednesday 10am -12noon ‘Coffee With A View.’ Come for free coffee and 
home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. Bring a friend, or 
come and make some new ones here. We have good parking and wheelchair access.
We have various Bible studies and youth groups which we’d love to tell you about!
For details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 / 713267
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk or
come and see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for June
Sunday 4  10.30 am Andrew Pugh
Sunday 11  10.30 am Jacqueline Cobb

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Sunday 18  10.30 am Lois Emm  Family Service
Sunday 25  10.30 am Revd Roly Sims Holy 

Communion

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services: 6.30pm
Sunday School: 10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times.
These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are dedicated to 
those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
Extended hours surgeries are held:

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
doctors.

Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or visit 
/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours. 
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You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or visit 
the NHS 111 website. 

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell 
for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. 
Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for 
everyone, travell ing to Taunton (Tuesdays), 
Bridgwater (Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare 
(Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a 
personal taxi service. You get on and off wherever 
you tell us is the most convenient place - usually 
outside your own house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have 
to pay, then fares compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, 
saving money on fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton 
is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - 
leaving plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book 
a seat, ring the friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening 
before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Thelma Jenkins Jones 710467
Controller Street Rosy Brooks 713697

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759
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Wedmore Street Fair – 
2017 Booking Form
c/o Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS 
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.

I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on
Saturday 1 July 2017. Theme is ‘Pirates’
Charities £17, local groups and societies £22, commercial stalls £40.

I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name:____________________________________________________

Organisation / or type of stall:

__________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Tel no: ____________________________________________________

Email address (obligatory):

__________________________________________________________

for receipt & stall details:

__________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for: £_____________________________________
made payable to Wedmore Street Fair or BACS to WSF account: 
Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed:_______________________________________________________
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Samaritans’ Charity Golf Day 2017
at the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club

Entry Form
Competition: Teams of 4 playing a 4-Ball Bowmaker, best 2 scores to count on each 
hole. Prizes for winners, second, third and fourth places will be awarded.
Nearest the pin competitions for men and ladies at 2 holes
Maximum handicap: Men 28, Ladies 36. (3/4 handicap).

Name of Captain:___________________________________________

Handicap:__________________________________________________

Tel no: _____________________________

Email: _____________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Postcode: _____________________________

Name of team: _____________________________

Preferred Tee Time (am or pm): ______________

Player No 2 Name: _____________________________ Handicap: __________

Player No 3 Name: _____________________________ Handicap: __________

Player No 4 Name: _____________________________ Handicap: __________

Team entry fee - £140. Cheques made payable to ‘Samaritans Weston-Super-Mare’
(£10/pp reduction for members of Wedmore Golf Club)       

I would like to sponsor Tee No _____ and enclose £100 (sole) £50 (dual sponsorship)

I would like to donate £__________ towards prizes on the day.
All donations and sponsorship will be recognised in the programme

Please return with payment to: Holly Cole, Walnut House, Plud Street, Wedmore, Somerset 
BS28 4BQ      Tel 01934 713392
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3 - Sat Theale Flower Show Quiz Night 7.30pm Theale VH
5 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 

Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George Inn
6 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
7 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
8 - Thu General Election 7am - 10pm polling station Masonic Hall 

 7am - 10pm polling station Blackford VH 
 7am - 10pm polling station Theale VH 
WI outing to Exeter and Colthay Manor 9.30am-6pm meet village car park

9 - Fri Bristol Old Vic Theatre School “Under Milk Wood” 7.30pm Wedmore VH 
Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn

10 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George Inn 
Wedmore Farmers Market 9.00am-1pm Borough Mews

11 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church
12 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
13 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH
14  - Wed Wedmore Gardening Club -Visit to Clevedon Court 9.15-6pm Meet village car park 

Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Blackford Village Hall Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH

15 - Thu IOW WI meeting Guest Speaker Sean Clark 7.30pm Masonic Hall
17 - Sat Wedmore WI Coffee Morning  10.30am-1pm Masonic Hall 

Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH
18 - Sun Theale Film Club 6.30pm Theale VH
19 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
20 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers  7.30pm The George Inn
21 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Club 50 Outing 9.15am-6pm Depart Cheddar Rd car park 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms Grants Lane

22 - Thu IOW Society  Meeting 7.30pm Masonic Hall
23 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
24 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH 

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan feedback  2 - 7pm Wedmore VH
25 - Sun Theale Film Club 6.30pm Theale VH
26 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
27 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH 

IOW Gardening Club 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers  7.30pm The George Inn

28 - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting 8.00pm The Recreation Social Club

30 - Fri Charity Golf Event at IOW Golf Club in aid of the Samaritans Golf Club
30 - Fri Limelight Night - Open Mic at the Swan 6.00pm The Swan

What’s On in the Parish June 2017
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane  07977 414799 
    Lisa  07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group 2- 4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance  4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick  01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Masonic Hall  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre 
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 07753 941341 
Yoga 10.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Over 50s Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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