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Editorial
Well sorry to go all poetic on you, but the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 
is almost upon us, welcome to the September Edition number 453. Headlining this 
month is the Real Ale Festival. I actually moved to Wedmore a few years ago during 
the Festival, having come all the way from Edington on the Polden Hills. All I could 
hear each time I arrived with the van was the sound of a mega party in full swing. I 
can’t say it improved my mood as I shifted box after box, thinking everyone in this 
village was having a great time except me, however I did vow to work on the Festival 
the following year and have done so each time since and great fun it is. So very much 
hoping for maximum support in what is an excellent and enjoyable way to raise 
considerable funds for worthy local charities and groups.

Again we have a month packed to the brim with diverse events ranging from the 
Beer Festival, through an array of classes, voluntary work parties and fund raising 
activities, to the Somerset Arts Week, which has a local venue in Panborough, where 
seven artists are exhibiting.

As always, my sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition and this 
time I would especially like to thank John and Glenys Cousins and their excellent 
team of distributers, whose hard work in ensuring every house in the village gets a 
copy is not often acknowledged. Happy reading.

Bill Sutton
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Front Cover
People enjoying the beautiful summer weather and refreshments at the Café St 
Medard, part of the fund-raising for the Twinning Association, at the Wedmore 
Street Fair in July.

News
Parish Council Business
The July meeting was held in Blackford Village Hall. A number of Councillors were 
absent due to holidays and one local resident attended. The low level of local turnout 
was probably the result of the extremely inclement weather that night and the fact 
that the meeting had not been advertised in the IOW News as usual…apologies. The 
Council agreed to make a grant of £500 to Cheddar Lions Club who were installing 
a defibrillator outside the Sexeys Arms at Blackford. This is one of many locations 
where the Lions Club have installed similar equipment and the Council were pleased 
to be able to support them in this potentially life-saving project. A further grant of 
£200 was awarded to the Twinning Association to help with costs of hosting a reception 
for our French visitors last month. The Parish Council had been asked to support 
the Blackford Village Hall Committee with a further grant for car park repairs. The 
matter was left undecided pending more information. Members were informed that 
the electrics at the Council Rooms had recently been inspected and a great deal of 
work was needed to bring them up to an acceptable standard. The Council Rooms 
have been in use since 1976 and although some re-wiring had been carried out since 
that time, regulations had changed and a further upgrade was needed. The Clerk 
would seek some quotations for carrying out the work.

Neighbourhood Plan
Several possible sites for future development have been submitted by landowners 
and are currently being evaluated by members of the N P Committee. Residents are 
invited to submit their own comments to the Committee via the Parish Council office.

Rod Pring 
Wedmore Parish Council. Grant’s Lane Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Working Party for the Cemetery on Cheddar Road – Saturday 23 
September
Help is needed for a morning from 9.30 am until 12.30pm.

One part of Wedmore which is visited very often but overlooked by passing tourists 
is our cemetery on the Cheddar Road. The area is mowed regularly and new trees 
were planted there a few years ago but once in a while it needs a little more attention.

The PC has arranged for the hedges to be cut back over the autumn / winter 
to reveal the railings along the road. Brambles are due to be removed from a few 

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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overgrown graves and some new shrubs are to be planted behind the Garden of 
Remembrance.

One big concern is that over the years the grass has encroached onto the paths 
through the cemetery, making them narrow, moss covered and often slippery. At a 
recent meeting of the PC Cemetery Committee it was suggested we have a working 
party to help tackle this issue. Would you be able to help us?

Please bring with you any equipment you might have to help reinstate the edges 
of the paths, remove weeds, moss, brambles and grass…..gloves, spades, lawn edging 
tools, secateurs, shears…wheel barrow.

Looking forward to seeing anyone who can help.
Glenys Cousins 

Chair. Cemetery Committee Wedmore PC.

Wedmore Harvest Home
The Wedmore Harvest  Home Committee would l ike 
to extend grateful thanks to all our advertisers, sponsors 
and to the many helpers who put in countless hours and 
much effort throughout the year to maintain a great tradition. 
Thank you to all who came on the day and celebrated our 105th year.

Beth Skeen

Wedmore Community Power Group
Wedmore Community Power Co-op was pleased to 
be able to approve a grant application for Wedmore 
Arts Festival towards this year’s festival. Derek 
Logan, Treasurer of Wedmore CPA, is shown 
presenting the cheque to Phil Jeans from the Art 
Festival group.

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
The timetable for the Route 67 bus will continue to be published inside the rear cover 
for the next few months.

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Thanks for all the comments on the twenty two sites put forward 
by landowners and developers. In very broad terms, people to 
the west of the village favour sites to the east and people in the 
east favour sites to the west!

We are in the process of visiting and assessing each of the sites, so do not be 
alarmed if you see a group of us peering over hedges and through gates. Contrary 
to some rumours, no decisions have been made on preferred sites (or parts of sites).

Preferred sites will be announced, and consulted on, later this year.
Bob Sellwood 

Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee
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Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Westhay Moor Reserve Now Home to The 
UK’s First Breeding Pair of Night Heron on Record

There is photographic confirmation 
that, for the first time in recorded 
history, a pair of Night Herons has 
bred in the UK. Two adults and 
two recently fledged juveniles are 
now roosting at Somerset Wildlife 
Trust’s Westhay Moor National 
Nature Reserve, having either bred there or 
nearby on the Avalon Marshes site. The birds were 
captured on camera by Graham Hall and made 
their debut on Flickr. www.flickr.com/photos/
cosperwosper/35832665221/

Stock photo of heron

Wedmore Real Ale Festival 2017: Return of the Festival – Friday 15 
to Sunday 17 September at Wedmore Village Hall.
Get Ready: the festival arrives later this month!

Last year, we raised a whopping £17,000 for 14 local beneficiaries, bringing our 
grand total of fund-raising for local, worthy causes to a staggering £150,571 since the 
festival began back in 2001 – all in the name of drinking beer! We are aiming to build 
on that total this year, and have fantastic events planned for you over the festival.

This year’s festival will have some great live music throughout the weekend. Paul 
Dockerty will get the ball rolling on Friday, followed by our headliner ‘Bad Edukation’. 
We will be showcasing some live local music on the Saturday between 12.00pm and 
7.00pm, and the ever popular ‘Kick the Cat’ will again headline on Saturday evening. 
Last but not least, the legend who is DJ Olly Eade from DJ Enhance will also be with 
us all weekend to help keep the dancers dancing.

Alongside this musical line-up there will be over 80 different choices of real ales, 
ciders, perries and wine, with food available throughout the weekend.

This year’s Saturday night’s fancy dress is Super Heroes, so put on your masks, 
get your underpants on show and join the party!

Evening admission to the festival will be £5 per person, which will include a 2017 
festival pint glass to take away

Festival tops and hoodies are now available 
to order, so if you want to get your top before 
the festival, call or email Mike on 07794 781975 / 
bewick.mike@gmail.com or order via the website.

On the Sunday of the festival, we will have our 
annual auction of lots, which this year includes the 
following:

http://www.somersetwildlife.org/westhay_moor.html
http://www.somersetwildlife.org/westhay_moor.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cosperwosper/35832665221/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cosperwosper/35832665221/
mailto:bewick.mike@gmail.com
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• A curry for 12, prepared by legendary chef, Frank Sparks at the world-famous 
pub, The New Inn, Wedmore.

• An overnight stay at the fantastic The Swan, Wedmore, including breakfast 
for two and a bottle of prosecco.

• A round of 18 holes golf for four people at a choice of one of ten premier West 
Country golf courses.

• Admission for two and a two-course racing luncheon, with a bottle of house 
wine, in the members’ restaurant at a race meeting of your choosing during 
the 2017/18 season (except weekends and Taunton’s Ladies day on 12 April 
2018) and subject to availability.

• A signed shirt by English cricketer and local success story, Jos Buttler.
• A case of Dunstone Chenin Blanc Viognier
• Got a celebration coming up? Then why not bid for our resident DJ Enhance 

for a night.
The Beer Bucket Challenge will also be back again to close the festival and we 

have the following willing contestants agreeing to be covered in cold beer, helping 
us raise money for the local worthy causes:

Bert Banwell Ian Scott Jeff Richards

Kevin Jones Tim Moreman Ellen Culliford

Gill Adams Hazel Anstey Nicki Maguire

Safi Thomas
Please come along on the Sunday afternoon to bid to soak your favourite contestant 

or simply watch them get soaked in beer in the aid of raising money.
If you feel you have a local worthy cause that would benefit from a donation from 

the festival, please complete this year’s Application Form, which can be found on our 
website or festival app, or the inside cover of this edition. All completed forms must 
be sent back to us by 18 September. The successful applicants will need to attend the 
presentation night on 14 October at The Swan in Wedmore.

Our updated festival app is now available for download, so why not download 
and check out all the new features? Search for ‘Wedmore Real Ale Festival App’ on 
either Google Play or App Store.

To keep up to date with the final details for this year’s festival please like and 
keep up to date on our Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on twitter 
@WedmoreRealAle or go to our brand-new website www.wedmorerealale.com

We look forward to seeing you all very soon.
Alan Page

Wedmore Arts Festival
Back in July the 2017 Wedmore Arts Festival brought an 
exceptional range of arts-related events to the village and the 
organisers would like to thank everyone who made it possible.

http://www.wedmorerealale.com
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First on the list has to be the whole team at the Isle of Wedmore News which not 
only publicised the events in the months before, but also made a generous sponsorship 
donation and allowed us to turn their July front cover a racy ‘Festival pink’! Thanks 
too to Sophie and her team at the Village Store who sold over half our tickets for us. 
With several events proving sell-outs, this was no mean feat. And huge thanks also 
to all the local businesses whose advertising helped pay for our eye-catching glossy 
brochure (also Festival pink!)

We were lucky to attract some other very generous sponsors this year as well: 
Wedmore Parish Council, Wedmore Community Power Co-operative, Wedmore 
Theatre, Mowbarton Barn and Heath House Art Group. We would also like to 
thank those who kindly allowed us to use their venues: St Mary’s Church, The Swan, 
the Barn at Lerburne House and the Village Hall. As a ‘not for profit’ organisation, 
the support of the local business community is vital if we are to continue with our 
objective: to promote the tradition of arts-based events in Wedmore by bringing a 
broad range of top-quality creative activities to the village. We also aim to introduce 
high profile performers not normally associated with village events, whilst at the same 
time providing a platform for local talent. We like to think that we fulfilled these 
ambitions in our 2017 offering, and hope to do as well (or better) next year.

The biggest vote of thanks must go to the people of Wedmore and the surrounding 
area for their whole-hearted support of the events and exhibitions. The village was 
bustling during the nine Festival days and many events were sold out which was 
hugely gratifying. It’s important that the Festival continues to bring to the village the 
kind of entertainment that you, the audiences, want; so we are always anxious for 
feedback and suggestions. Please look at the website to see how you can help shape 
the Festivals of the future. And make a note of these, rather different, dates: 13 – 19 
May 2018. Hope to see you there!

wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Wedmore Opera Goers
If you enjoy opera, ballet and theatre why not put your name on the 
Wedmore opera goers list?

Our plans for the coming year are to visit Stratford to see ‘Twelfth 
Night’ for the matinee on Thursday 9 November, coach leaving Wedmore 
at 9.30 am for the performance at 1 pm and returning to Wedmore by about 6.30 pm.

In February we plan to see Tosca by the WNO in Cardiff and in April to see 
Matthew Bourne’s ‘Cinderella’ in Cardiff.

For more details please contact Jan Young on 712055 or Suzanne Metters on 
712515 or email suzannemetters@hotmail.com

September Director’s Blog – ‘The Panto That Goes Wrong’
Rehearsals start on 3 September, and the first thing we need to check is whether the 
27 actors (including a dog) – playing 44 roles between them – can actually all fit onto 
the Village Hall stage at the same time, with the set built and in place! Otherwise, 
how are we going to manage the curtain calls?

mailto:suzannemetters@hotmail.com
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With a surprising and pleasing symmetry, there are also 44 roles backstage – ranging 
from music, dance, stage management, costume, props, make-up, set-painting and on 
and on. The only difference is that we currently only have 25 of them filled! This is 
actually an unusually high proportion of the total for this early stage of the proceedings, 
as many of the team tend to slip into place in the final month of rehearsals.

However, what makes this production a bit different from others is that, because 
we have to experiment with things breaking and going wrong throughout (including 
actually breaking props and bits of set for real, so that they have to be completely 
replaced for each performance), we need to have many more of the creative and 
backstage crew contributing practical ideas from day one of rehearsals than would 
normally be the case. So, if there are any more creative and/or practical types out 
there who would like to join in and help us design stuff that ‘goes wrong’ onstage, 
then please do call me on 713125 or e-mail sue@holdenhurst.co.uk and sign up to 
be part of this mad and mega production.

Another special feature of designing a show that ‘goes wrong’ is the suddenly 
enhanced importance of Health and Safety. The script started with several unfortunate 
incidents involving ladders – including cast members falling off them etc. Surprise, 
surprise; the cast members have no-bid on these bits of business (even if safety 
harnesses were supplied), with the full support and blessing of Wedmore Theatre’s 
Health and Safety officer! Still, there are plenty more disasters where they came from. 
Back to the drawing board!

On the subject of breaking stuff, we have one incident that requires a laptop (or 
computer keyboard) to be totally destroyed onstage every night. We know that a lot of 
these get thrown away, but we cannot retrieve them from the recycling centre, as they 
won’t let them go! So, if you have a dead laptop or keyboard lying around at home, 
and would like to see it smashed up on stage in the pursuit of artistic excellence, then 
please call 713125 or e-mail sue@holdenhurst.co.uk. We’ll collect!

Sue Rippon

Children’s Society Annual Box Opening – Saturday 7 October
This year the Annual Children’s Society Collection Box-opening will take place in St. 
Mary’s Church on Saturday 7 October from 9.30am – 12 noon. This is two months 
earlier than the normal opening in December, to take account of the closure of the 
Cheddar branch of NatWest on Wednesday 11 October, after which I will have to 
take any monies to Wells or Weston.

It would be a great help if as many collectors as possible could let me have their 
boxes from Sunday 24 September onwards so I can count and bank the contents 
before the official opening day. You can either hand the boxes to me at St Mary’s 
morning service on Sunday 24 September or bring them to Combe Cottage, Combe 
Batch, between 24 September and 6 October. Empty boxes will then be available for 
collection on 7 October, which coincides with the monthly Fairtrade Coffee Morning 
in St. Mary’s. You can, of course, still bring your box to the church on 7 October and 
enjoy a coffee and cake whilst your collection is being counted.

If, in future, you would prefer to make a contribution by Direct Debit rather than 
have a box, please let me know so that I can arrange this.

Susanne Burton

mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
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A Day in the Life
Wedmore News Would Like to Hear from You
Are you involved in running a local organisation in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you 
like to share some of the things that you do and raise awareness of your organisation 
by sharing your ‘Day in the Life’? Please contact the editor Bill Sutton email 
editorwedmorenews@gmail.com, and share your day.

Bill Sutton

Focus on Businesses
Exposé Exhibition & Display – Creating In-Store Magic
On 31 July I read that Selfridges in London had opened up its Christmas shop. It seemed 
to me to be very early to be thinking of Christmas, but Michael Thorne and his son 
Christian from Exposé Exhibition & Display start thinking about Christmas displays in 

March. Michael, who grew 
up in Bristol and moved 
to Wedmore 10 years ago, 
started Exposé in 1990.

At school Michael 
loved art and would have 
liked to have gone to art 
school. However, feeling 
that he couldn’t quite make 
the grade, he opted for an 
apprenticeship in store 
and window display at 
Lewis’s, the department 
store in central Bristol. He 
was part of a team of 25 

people who included a carpenter, painter, artist and expert in floral displays. During 
his apprenticeship, he became very interested in paper sculpture. One Christmas he 
helped create the food display which was in the guise of a medieval banquet with all 
the characters around it in paper sculpture.

After a while Michael decided he wanted to specialise in furniture and interior 
design and did an interior design course at the West of England College of Art. He 
then got a job in London for a store that, at the time, was the second largest furniture 
store in the world. There were a total of 70 internal room sets and once the team had 
finished designing all of them, they had to start again from the beginning!

He stayed there for about two years and then returned to Bristol to start his own 
display firm, Expose, specialising in the design, construction and installation of window 
and interior displays for independent retailers. To get started he visited retailers and 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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offered to dress their windows free of charge. They could keep the display for six 
weeks. If they were happy with the result and the effect on sales he proposed a regular 
contract. If they were not happy, he would just take the display away. The business 
thrived and at one time he had a team of about 10 people. One of his more unusual 
displays was for a large recruitment agency in Bristol. It contained full-size traffic 
wardens which were sold off afterwards to enthusiastic buyers.

His skills in paper sculpture were also well known. He had a call from the BBC to 
do a paper sculpture of a cartoon cowboy for one programme. Other requests from 
the BBC for TV sets followed, such as creating a pub sign and 1930s style signs. He 
also designed a TV set for Channel 4.

A part of the business that has developed considerably over the years, and is now 
the main focus of the company, is the creation of beautiful and animated Christmas 
displays. One of the displays Michael designed included a water feature. People 
threw coins into it and when it was drained there was over £2000 in coins, which was 
donated to charity.

Michael has always been happy to share his knowledge and is proud of the fact that 
one of his ex-employees went on to be the display manager for a major department 
store group. He is now easing into retirement. His son Christian, a web designer by 
profession, has been working with him for about 6 to 7 years and is now taking over 
the Christmas displays. His daughter-in-law, Claire, is focusing on the window and 
interior displays, so Michael’s role these days consists mainly of providing advice and 
helping out with ideas.

Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Graveyard and the Grass Cutting Thereof
We members of Christ Church Theale, being a small congregation, are finding it more 
and more difficult to fund the regular grass cutting to keep the church tidy for everyone.

It would be appreciated if anyone who has a grave or graves there could make a 
donation to Theale PCC. It would help the financial situation a good deal.

Donations can be sent to the Hon Treasurer, Mrs Mary Hatch, The Acorns, 
Snake Lane, Bagley BS28 4TD. Thanking anyone in anticipation, on behalf of Christ 
Church PCC. Yours sincerely 

Molly V Rossiter (Mrs), Caretaker of Theale Church

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore Gardening Club
This year has just flown by and here I am writing a paragraph for 
the Wedmore News about our September meeting. On Tuesday 26 
September John Addison will be speaking on ‘Arts and Crafts Garden’. 
John, who is a RHS judge, is a very good speaker and lecturers at 
Bridgwater and Taunton College at Cannington. He advised the 
villagers on their hanging baskets when Cannington in Bloom won gold. We look 
forward to welcoming John and members and guests are most welcome. The meeting 
is in the Masonic Hall and starts at 7.30pm. The talk on 24 October will be given by 
Neil Lovesey on ‘Wildlife in the Garden’.

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Good to announce that Lois Burn won 1st prize in the August monthly draw, winning 
£20 with No. 84, and Angela Golden-Hann the 2nd prize, winning £10 with her No. 
59. Congratulations to both.

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2017
100 Club Lottery winners for July. Congratulations to Ruby Ellis for winning £100 with 
the number 74. 2nd place with £50 was Jon Bethell with number 2. Congratulations 
to you both, enjoy your winnings!

Wedmore Harvest Home Colouring Competition
Congratulations go to:King - Fynn Monson, Queen - Minnie Andrew, Prince - Noah 
Burden, Princess - Phoebe Robinson, for winning the Harvest Home colouring 
competition. They will be crowned our royals at this year’s event. Thanks to all who 
entered. We had so many great entries!

Beth Skeen

Wedmore WI Report July 2017
We started the meeting as usual with Jerusalem, but the round of 
applause for Jane the pianist was not so usual - sadly it was her last 
meeting with us as she and her husband are moving. We shall miss her 
accompaniment and contribution to Wedmore WI. We all wished her 
well and gave her a card and gift.

There were several birthdays this month, and apologies for absence. 
The coffee morning was a success, over £175 was raised. Some members 
went to the BBC Radio 4 broadcast of “Any Questions” in St Mary`s 
Church, an interesting evening

Our speaker, John Smith, had some clues to what his subject was spread out on 
a table. There were pieces of pottery, bowls, tiles and broken bits, glass items and 
sandals, all of them Roman, but not all of them original. He is an archaeologist and 
re-enactor, and he gave us a fascinating insight into the world of Roman Britain from 
43AD to about 450AD. The Roman soldiers were not as clean and shiny as pictures 
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would suggest, they would have been muddy and their armour dull, and outnumbered 
by 45 to 1. Vespasian spent a lot of time in Somerset as a general, 25 years later he 
was Emperor. Towns such as Bath, Dorchester, Exeter and Silchester were built with 
Roman money, introducing previously unknown concepts such as villas with doors 
between rooms, glass in the windows, two storeys, heating and baths, when the native 
population lived in one-roomed round houses. Unlike these, Roman houses lasted 
many generations, with mosaic floors and painted plaster walls, though when roof 
tiles were replaced by stone there could be a disastrous roof collapse if the rafters 
were not strengthened first.

The roads were built to be above floods, with ditches either side, a foundation 
of stone overlaid with chalk or clay, and a top dressing of gravel. In order to march 
along the roads, Roman shoes and sandals were fitted with hobnails, even children’s 
bootees had them, but indoor shoes were nail free. Shoes preserved in waterlogged 
sites showed that they were cut from a single piece of leather. Roman money, writing, 
pottery and glass were transported all over the empire, and some items produced in 
huge quantities; the total output of Samianware high class pottery would have filled 
all today`s Tesco and Sainsbury`s lorries. Clothes too were exported throughout the 
empire, and imported spices and silk came from the Far East, up to 12,000 miles away.

Although the Romans were in Britain for over 400 years, there was never a British 
Senator, but changes to the way of life have lasted until the present. We were all 
intrigued by the picture John Smith built up of Roman life, and how it relates to today.

 Our September meeting is on the 21st, when we are going to visit Waitrose in 
Wells from 7.00pm to 9.30pm, so there will be no usual meeting in the Masonic Hall. 
Margaret S is organising the trip, if you haven’t already got your name on her list 
please contact her on 713536.

Chris Barker

Wedmore in Bloom
September is a month when the tubs are starting to show signs of wear. The team try 
to keep them going as long as possible by deadheading and generally 
trimming them back.

The bulbs and polyanthus for the winter season have already been 
ordered and we hope they’ll make their usual display for villagers 
and visitors to appreciate.

The Work Party is 9 September, 9.30am, meet at The George.
And don’t forget to put the date for this year’s Apple Day  on Saturday 21st October 
to be held at the Scout Hut, Combe Lane.

Andrea West

Wedmore Theatre September Monthly Report
Another busy month in August. The highlight was the Annual 
Barbecue, held once again in David and Holly Cole’s lovely garden. 
This is one of our purely social events when members can get 
together, relax and catch up on news as well as discuss past and 
forthcoming Wedmore Theatre events.
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This year we did not include the usual ‘With Great Pleasure’ element, in which 
members perform or recite a little piece of dialogue, monologue, poetry or anything 
amusing or pithy that appeals to them. We just had a slap-up meal, a few drinks and 
a jolly summer social!

Bernard Coulter delivered his excellent video recording of our May production 
in Wedmore VH of Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking Heads’. As we were completely sold 
out, we have posted this on YouTube, so that those who were unable to get tickets to 
the show can watch it on their computers or TVs. The whole show can be found at 
https://youtu.be/Thfu7vBE0gM, or just search for “bennett talking heads wedmore” 
within YouTube.

Our open audition for the big autumn community panto – ‘The Panto That Goes 
Wrong’ – was a huge success and we now have nearly 30 actors (including a dog), 
aged from 8 to 80, to fill all the 44 roles. These include some young people from Lou 
Merrifield’s Acting Up Drama Group, plus several actors never before seen performing 
in Wedmore! A similar number have signed up for the creative and backstage team; 
including Nikki Hewson as Musical Director, who fulfilled a similar role for ‘The 
Scottish Panto’ in 2009, and Kaye Morgan-Anstee who is a brand new choreographer 
for Wedmore Theatre, and runs her own dance school locally.

We are now fully cast (including the dog), but we still need lots of backstage 
helpers. If you’d like to join in the fun, please ring 713125 – we can definitely find 
you something creative to do behind the scenes!

Finally, by popular demand the hilarious Moscow Drug Club is making a welcome 
return visit to Wedmore Village Hall on October 20, courtesy of Take Art. Members’ 
Priority Booking for this event began at our August Barbecue, but they are now on 
general sale online at www.wedmoretheatre.com , at The Village Store or from the 
Box Office (Jendy Weekes) on 01278 641370.

Our mailing list continues to grow as more and more local people want to be 
alerted about future events so they can plan their ticket purchases in good time. To 
sign up for our mailing list, visit www.wedmoretheatre.com

Cheddar Valley U3A
Autumn is the time to start something new, so if you are retired or semi-retired 

the U3A may have just the inspiration that you need to get going.
We begin our autumn series of talks on 7 September with a talk entitled ‘The RAF 

Remembered (by a ‘Lifer’ - 1950 to 2002)’ and it will be given by our Vice Chairman 
John Morgan.

We meet in Cheddar Village Hall with tea/coffee from 2.00 pm with the talk starting 
at 2.30 pm. Come along and see what goes on.

Alternatively, we have an open coffee morning on the third Thursday of each 
month, also at Cheddar Village Hall, from 10.30 am until 12.00 noon. This month 
it’s on 21 September.

If you are in Cheddar on a Monday morning between 10.30 am and 12 noon, come 
and chat with us over a cup of coffee in the Library.

Geoff Farnie 
Chairman, Cheddar Valley U3A

https://youtu.be/Thfu7vBE0gM
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Charity Golf Day at Isle of Wedmore Golf Club – Friday 30 June
The Charity Golf Day raised £5,500 for The Samaritans (Weston-super-
Mare and North Somerset Branch). Blessed with unexpected, but 
glorious sunny weather six local Samaritans, four of whom are golfers 
and members of the club, organised the second Samaritans Charity 
Golf Day at the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club in Wedmore. With the 
course in fabulous condition, 30 teams of four players teed off through 
the morning and afternoon, playing a Bowmaker four ball competition 
format with two scores to count. Additionally, there were nearest the 
pin competitions for both the men and ladies.

Competition was fierce and scoring for the most part close, though in the end the 
team representing Ratcliffe Brothers, captained by Mike Garbutt together with Bill 
Lander, Ben Barwell and Paul Dickie, won with the magnificent score of 89 points, 
followed in second place by The Burnham and Berrow Boys, captained by Richard 
Turner with Mark Woods, Adam Turrell and Neil Derby, with a score of 86 points.

Also of note was the winner of men’s nearest the pin completion on the ninth hole, 
who very narrowly missed scoring a hole in one by a mere 9 inches. It is understood 
he was heard to breathe a deep sigh of relief!!!

On completion of their rounds all players enjoyed a hearty cold buffet meal. 
Throughout the day there was a raffle for over 30 prizes and a continuous Silent 
Auction for a number of valuable and attractive lots, all very generously donated. 
Both attracted huge support and, in particular, there was fierce competitive bidding 
for most of the auction lots.

Andrew Midgley, former Captain of the Club and also a Samaritan, awarded the 
prizes to the winners and made a short speech explaining the aims and objectives of 
the Samaritans movement and how it provides a service of empathetic support 24/7 
over the telephone, email, text and face to face for those who are lonely, distressed and 
sometimes suicidal whilst remaining non-judgemental and completely confidential. He 
also explained that each branch’s very existence was dependant on the generosity of 
sponsors and donors as it received no direct funding and none of its volunteers are paid.

Andrew profusely thanked all those who had taken part, the generosity of those 
who had supported the raffle and Silent Auction, the Club and its staff and its 
professional, Tom Hiscock, for hosting the event and the large number of individuals 
and companies who had either sponsored holes or made donations, all helping to 
raise such a fantastic sum on this most enjoyable day.

It is hoped to repeat this event once again and hold a third Samaritans Golf Day 
in June 2019.

David Cole

Theale Panto Again?
After Christmas, in February, were coming up to the next Theale village panto.

Theale Panto and our other shows have, for over twenty years, brought a bit of 
fun to the village and its hamlets, bringing audiences and players together, young and 
old, at a time when village community life is on the retreat.
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However, time brings its usual changes and challenges and we are pushing our 
luck when Wishy Washy turns out to be older than her mum!

Theale Players would welcome younger members - and very welcome they would 
be - to take up the baton and help keep alive social activity in the village.

Without the support of younger members of the village we won’t continue.
This February we hope to return to Sherwood Forest to find Robin Hood and his 

(or indeed her) cohorts and to encounter the usual pantomime characters, romance 
and nonsense.

The scenario is done (after a fashion), the script remains to be built around cast 
members and what they can actually remember (or how good they are at hiding bits 
of script in and around their costume)!

We try to keep rehearsals to a manageable scale - a few Sunday afternoons and 
sometimes during the week.

Performances will probably be on 8, 9, 10 February 2018 to avoid half term which 
means two get-togethers / rehearsals before Christmas on 10 and17 December, as 
well as in January.

This is a chance to have a bit of fun, to sing, dance, dress up and sort of 
act. Interested and / or mad enough? Please contact Bernard Coulter asap 
bernard.coulter@gmail.com on 712144.

Cheddar Vale Lions Club: New President and Youth Exchange 
Scheme
Outgoing Lion President Janet Clark handed over to Lion Marion Adcock, wishing 
her well for the coming year.

The outgoing President, Janet Clark, was also 
presented with an MJF (Melvin Jones Fellowship).
Lions Clubs world-wide recognise outstanding 
individuals  by 
b e s t o w i n g  o n 
them an  MJF 
award  that  i s 
named for  i t s 
founder, Melvin 
Jones. Janet has 
worked tirelessly 
for Cheddar Vale 
Lions Club, not 
only as President 
but  as  a  very 
active member, 
u n d e r t a k i n g 
many roles. The 

Club were delighted to be able to make this 
prestigious award to a most deserving member.

mailto:bernard.coulter@gmail.com
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Cheddar Vale Lions Club are currently supporting two visitors through the Lions 
Youth Exchange Scheme, Gilles Ineichen from Switzerland and Jethro from Canada.

After meeting and 
collecting them from 
Bristol Airport last 
Wednesday, they are 
both spending time 
with host families and 
enjoying getting out 
a n d  a b o u t  i n 
Somerset. Joining 
them are two more 
students who are 
being supported by 
R a d s t o c k  a n d 
Midsomer Norton 
Lions Club, Enrico 
from Indonesia and 
G e o r g i o  f r o m 
Greece. In the group 
is also Amy-Leigh 

Shepheard from Weston super Mare who has recently spent time in Italy through the 
Lions Youth Exchange Programme and has joined in with escorting the visiting boys 
giving them her take on her home area. They have all become great friends which is 
what the scheme is all about, plus improving their already excellent English.

So far they have visited Wells, Cheddar Gorge, where they were treated to the 
cheese experience, and Bath. Their host period will end on Friday 4 August where 
they will be taken to Worcester to join in the Lions Youth Camp with 40 other students 
who have been staying around the UK.

Rotary Club of Mendip Young Chef Competition
Ten year-10 students from Kings of Wessex Academy took part in the 
recent annual ‘Young Chef’ cooking competition organised by the Rotary 
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Club of Mendip. Their challenge was to devise, prepare and cook a two-course meal 
to restaurant standard in two and a half hours.

A variety of dishes was served by the 
young people and were judged by a team 
of food professionals from the FSC Group 
based in Cheddar, who also sponsored the 
event. All the competitors were awarded 
aprons and certificates for their efforts, but 
the first prize of a set of chef’s ‘whites’ and 
a day’s kitchen work experience went to 14-
year old Jemma Matthews. She prepared 
spring rolls with a sweet and sour dipping 
sauce, followed by sticky belly of pork with 
noodles fried in soy sauce. Chopsticks, a 
menu in Mandarin and an oriental waitress 
outfit all added to the authenticity of her 
presentation. Runners-up were Charlotte 
Stephens, who had prepared a variety of 
dishes on the theme of a summer picnic, 
and Simon Toogood, who prepared pan-
fried salmon with lemon and dill sauce, rosti 

potatoes and steamed vegetables, followed by strawberry shortbread with vanilla 
cream and strawberry coulis.

Rotarian Patrick Simpson, the event organiser, said afterwards: ‘The overall 
standard of the dishes was among the highest we have ever seen, and the judges had 
great difficulty in making their final selection. Rotary would like to thank Arabella 
Beacham, head of food technology at Kings for her help in staging this competition’.

Participants in Mendip Rotary’s Young Chef competition with Arabella Beacham 
and Sue Orchard from Kings of Wessex, and Rotarian Patrick Simpson.

 Jemma Matthews, winner of the Rotary 
Club of Mendip Young Chef competition
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Mendip Rotary Young Artists Awards
At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Mendip, prizes were awarded to winning 
students who had entered the Rotary Young Artists competition sponsored by local 
chartered accountants Four Fifty Partnership. Rotarian and head judge Richard 
Acreman warmly welcomed the entrants and guests and thanked Mrs Rebecca 
Weaving, head of the art department at the Kings of Wessex Academy. He also thanked 
the judging panel which included Mrs Janet Travis and fellow Rotarian David Wadey.

Voucher prizes were awarded to the first and second places in category. In 
presenting the prizes and certificates, club president Richard Tilley said: ‘These 
young people are to be commended on their creativity and high standard of work’.

The winners and runners-up in each category were:

• Photography: Winner – Nick M; Runner-up – Luca Hervada; Commended – 
Nibiya Nimalarojan.

• Landscape Painting: Winner – Bettine Harris; Runner-up – Marishelle Harris; 
Commended – Samantha Penfold-Garrett.

• Still Life Painting: Winner – Marishelle Harris; Runner-up – Aimee Wilson; 
Commended – Elisha Gill.

• Textiles: Winner – Heather Scott; Runner-up – Ruth Day; Commended – 
Ruby Lunn

From all the entries, Marishelle Harris was selected as the overall winner.

Mendip Rotary Young Artist finalists from Kings of Wessex Academy
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I.T. for the Terrified
For all your computer training needs. A skill-sharing, informal, 
community project. Run by a Committee – Staffed by Volunteers.

I.T. for the Terrified is now using Cheddar Village Hall for our 
computer training sessions, with an ethos of friendly, informal, relaxed 
and individual help to use your computer, tablet or smartphone. We can cover 
Windows, Macs, android phones, android tablets and iPads. If you need the use of 
one of our machines, please let us know as this can be arranged.

Anyone of any age or ability can learn how to order prescriptions 
or library books, do your shopping, share photos, email or chat to 
friends and family online, etc.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different trainers 
with different skills on different levels on different days, and need 
to work round when the hall is available, but we will arrange an 

appointment to suit both parties as quickly as we can.
Appointments are essential and cost £20 for a two-hour session.
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified:
01934 741751 (usually goes to answer phone)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308 : Company No. 06779600

Walk Programme – West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 7 September
Moderate circular walk 10mi from The Square, Beaminster. OS 
Map Ex116/117 ST479013. Start 10.00 am. Roadside parking or 
carparks near Square. Contact Vi Howley Tel: 07711 662993 or 
email vihowley@me.com

Thursday 14 September
Easy circular walk 6mi from Nunney Quarry car park. OS Map Ex142 ST735457. 
Start 1.30p.m. Contact Margaret Donkin Tel: 01373 462203/07543 696675 or 
margkdonkin@aol.com

Thursday 21 September
Moderate circular walk 11mi from Goat Hill Bridge car park. OS Map Ex OL9 
SS724415. Start 10.00 am. Contact Carol Jackson Tel: 01934 733568/07979 354530 
or Caj7599@btinternet.com

Thursday 28 September
Easy circular walk 6mi from Ken Master’s home. OS Map Ex141 ST483454. Start 
1.30p.m. Park considerately in lane near house. Contact Ken Masters Tel: 01749 
670349/07784 941439 or ken@kenmasters265.plus.com

Tony Strange

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
mailto:vihowley@me.com
mailto:margkdonkin@aol.com
mailto:Caj7599@btinternet.com
mailto:ken@kenmasters265.plus.com


20 September 2017

Weston Hospice Charity Shop
Please come and visit the new Weston Hospice Charity Shop which opened in Unit 
3 Borough Mews on 6 July.

Weather Report for July 2017
RAINFALL Monthly total 108.0mm (4.25ins)
 30-year average 69.1mm (2.72ins)
 Wettest day (11th) 30.0mm (1.18ins)
 No of dry days 18
 Last 3 months (May - Jul) 235mm (9.27ins)
 *Year ending 31 Jul 17 727mm (28.6ins)
 30-year annual average 796mm (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES Maximum (6th) 28.0 °C (82.4 °F)

 Minimum (23rd) 6.5 °C (43.7 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 21.5 °C (70.7 °F)
 30-year average maximum 22.3 °C (72.1 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 12.1 °C (53.8 °F)
 30-year average minimum 12.2 °C (54.0 °F)

COMMENTS
Dry and very warm for the first 10 days, followed by heavy rains and cool conditions.

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse for September
Good Intentions

Maybe it’s time I turned out that shed.
I bet there’s a lot of useless muck

And I think I remember an old bed.
No, perhaps I’ll wait until my grandson can bring his truck.

I wonder what’s in that drawer?
I should take a look

But it’s Library tomorrow
I really must finish that book.

I should clear out the pots on that kitchen shelf
I expect there’s old jam and stuff.

I shouldn’t stand on a chair to reach them myself
Just the bottom shelf will be enough.
There was another job I meant to do.

Maybe there’ll be time enough to do that tomorrow.
Vera Banwell
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Forthcoming Events
Theale Flower Show – Saturday 2 September
The show opens at 2.00pm with the arrival of the Flower queen and 
her attendants.

In addition to the exhibits there will be a companion dog show, 
live music, children’s activities, flower arranging demonstration, “The 
Big Dig”, teas and a bar! Cups will be presented at 5.00pm. From 5.30 pm there will 
be a BBQ and live entertainment.

Tickets £2 for adults and children under 16 free!

Friends of Weston Hospice Wine & Pudding Evening – Saturday 2 
September
The Wedmore Branch of the ‘Friends of Weston Hospice’ are holding a Wine and 
Pudding Evening on Saturday 2 September from 7.00pm – 9.00pm to help raise funds 
for Weston Hospicecare. It should be a nice social event with opportunity to try some 
new and traditional puddings or desserts and a glass of wine. The Isle of Wedmore 
Bowls Club has generously offered the use of the Club premises at the Playing Fields 
site on Blackford Road. The tickets are £10 and includes three puddings and a glass of 
wine or soft drink. Sorry, adults only. Due to limited numbers tickets must be bought 
in advance from The Wedmore Village Store or Nanny Ida’s.

If you have a favourite recipe and would like to donate a pudding for the event 
then please let us know, as all contributions will be most welcome.

For ticket information or pudding donations please contact Dave Nicholls on 
713483 or Shirley Wederell on 712089.

Green Wedmore – Monday 4 September
At The George at 8.00pm.

PilogaFit – Every Wednesday from 6 September
PilogaFit new weekly exercise class running in the Wedmore Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30 to 11.30am, from 6 September 2017. Suitable for any age or ability. 
All welcome from beginners up. Pay as you go. No need to book. Just £5 per session 
attended.Have fun - keep fit

For more information www.pilogafit.co.uk Contact John Beasley 01749 672482.

Do You, Do You, Do You Want to Dance? Maturity Gang, Wedmore 
Dance – 7 September and Thursdays Thereafter
We are a mixed group who meet at Wedmore Village Hall on Thursday from 10.30 
am to 12.00 noon to gyrate, skip, stomp, twirl and bend, doing what is called dancing 
and having fun to great music. It is £5.00 per session and no special shoes or clothes 
are required. All the exercises and routines are choreographed by Viv, our lively 
dance tutor.

http://www.pilogafit.co.uk/
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What’s in a name? - Wedmore over 50’s Dance Group, Sugar Water Curls, Maturity 
Gang. Some of us have been dancing of sorts with this group for 10 years and to 
celebrate we have decided to change our name to Maturity Gang.

This term we hope to continue learning various dances from around the world, 
including Salsa and Street Dance. You may have seen us at Wedmore Street Fair 
performing a gentle Chinese Dance. Last term we also learnt routines from musicals 
such as ‘Singing in the Rain’ and ‘Grease’.

Do come and join us. For more details contact Pat Taylor on 713430 or Chris 
Wilkins on 712522.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club – Friday 8 and Friday 22 September
At the Panborough Inn at 8 pm. Friday 8 September: Open Mic performers and 
audience very welcome. Friday 22 September: Open Mic featuring Folk Band ‘Jack 
by the Hedge’

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 9 September
Meet outside the George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 9 September
At the Borough Yard. There will be a range of produce - vegetables, cheese, bread, 
honey, etc, and it is also intended to have some craft stalls. Any potential 
stallholders wishing to participate are cordially invited to contact Mrs Judith 
Gould on 743432.

How to Operate an Automated External Defibrillator – 11 September
Automated External Defibrillator training course 11th September, at Blackford 
Village Hall. 7 pm for a prompt 7.30 pm start. To give an approximate idea of numbers 
attending please e-mail nickavery@btinternet.com by 4 September.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 17 September
6.30 pm for 7 pm. This month we are showing a classic sci-fi movie to 
be chosen by membership, so look out for the posters .Come and join 
us - great films - great ice creams.

Club 50 – Programme for 2017
Date Event Venue / Destination

20 Sept Tour Torquay
18 Oct Tour Dunster, Lynton, Lynmouth and Simonsbath
15 Nov Meeting Masonic Hall - Speaker tbd
20 Dec Christmas Lunch Masonic Hall

Pauline Lund, 
732517

mailto:nickavery@btinternet.com
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Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 21 September
The September WI meeting is a visit to Waitrose in Wells, in the evening, 
so there will be no meeting in the Masonic Hall. If you are interested in 
coming to find out how a large food retailer operates, Margaret Sim is the 
person to contact, on 713536.

Somerset Arts Week – 23 September to 8 October
Venue 41, Art at Hide on the Hill, Snake Lane Panborough.

Hide on The Hill hosts a group of seven artists from Somerset with views of acres 
of sky above the moors where you can sit with refreshments and chat to the artists.

Paintings by Wendy Lovegrove, Pip Wilson and Tom Sleight; sculpture by Lorna 
Brown; willow sculpture by Angela Morley; textiles by Janine Barchard and local 
photographs by James Cawte.

The venue is open every day from 11am-6pm and is accessed from the west field 
over a stile, but there is limited disabled parking at the house itself. Please avoid 
following the last instruction on your satnav and follow the signs.

W: www.hideonthehill.co.uk E:shaun.thorogood@gmail.com T: 07824845186

Working Party, The Cemetery Cheddar Road – Saturday 23 September
9.30 am to 12.30 pm, please come along if you can to help clear paths and remove 
weeds.

Wedmore Bowls Club, ‘Free Taster’ Days – 23 and 24 
September
Come and try your hand at bowling.

Wedmore Gardening Club Talk – Tuesday 26 September
7.30 at the Masonic Hall, John Addison Will Be Speaking On ‘Arts And Crafts.’

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 September
After our summer break, the next monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic 
Hall, at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Susie Wilkinson. Susie is the wife of a retired 
Somerset Farmer and volunteer for the Farming Community Network which helps 
with and understands the many problems facing farmers and the agricultural 
world. Her talk will be entitled ‘The Farming Community Network.’ Members 
free. Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits after the talk. Contact: Ian 
Tomes, 710390

Concert by the Cheddar Male Voice Choir and the Moor Singers 
– Saturday 30 September
At St Mary’s Church, commencing at 7:30pm, Cheddar Male 
Choir and the Moor Singers will be performing to help raise funds 
for the Ménière’s Society charity. The tickets will be £8.00 per 
person and will be on sale at the door, Wedmore Village Store 
or from Bill Litherland on 01934 712592. The Ménière’s Society 
is the UK’s leading charity for people with dizziness and balance 

http://www.hideonthehill.co.uk/
mailto:E%3Ashaun.thorogood@gmail.com
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disorders and provides support and information to those affected by vestibular (inner 
ear) disorders and fund vital research into all aspects of these conditions. Please 
support this concert which will have something for everyone.

Parapets, Pasties & Promises! – Friday 6 October
At the Village Hall, gather at 7pm. Auction starts at 7.30pm.

The Friends of St.Mary’s and St. Mary’s Congregation combine on Friday 6 October 
to bring you another ‘Auction of Promises.’ Two years back we raised an enormous 
amount of money and had a lot of fun.

You know how it works: People (you!) offer to bake a cake a month for six 
months, provide half a day gardening, a day on your boat, a weekend in your 
holiday house, an outing with afternoon tea on your tandem bikes, a sunrise tour 
of the bird sanctuaries guided by an expert, three hours DIY, clock maintenance, 
your band to play at someone’s party, etc. Then people (you!) come along and 
bid for them!

Just £7.50 for entry and a catalogue - to include pasties and as much as you can 
drink. Put Friday 6 October in your diaries and start to think what you can ‘promise’

Children’s Society Annual Box Opening – Saturday 7 October
This year the Annual Children’s Society Collection Box-opening will take place in St. 
Mary’s Church on Saturday 7 October from 9.30am – 12 noon.

Wedmore Methodist Church Fun Quiz – Friday 20 October
Our Annual Fun Quiz will take place in the Wedmore Methodist Schoolroom 7.00 
for 7.30pm. Nothing too serious! Entry £6 to include a light supper. To book please 
ring Gwen Fisher on 712629 or Angeline Duckett on 712631 or just turn up on the 
night - you will be made very welcome. It is always a really fun evening, ideally teams 
should consist of four to six persons.

Kindred Charity Concert – Saturday 18 November
In Wedmore Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm. All proceeds from the evening 
will go to BIBIC, a fantastic local charity providing 
therapy that helps children and their families overcome 
difficulties they experience with conditions such as 
autism, sensory processing, Down’s syndrome, cerebral 
palsy, dyslexia and more. The evening will coincide 
with the launch of Kindred’s first studio album called 
‘Our Tomorrow’ with all tracks having been written 
by the group. Kindred will donate 20% of all sales of the album to BIBIC. 
Tickets for the concert are £3 and available from Ian Scott on 710683 or email 
iandscott@icloud.com.
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The Crossword: Number 5

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Cheddar’s First Baby Book Club – Weekly from Monday 4 September
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 to 11.15am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces will be limited so book your free place before the rush!

pdfcrowd.com

Number 5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29

ACROSS:

1. Foot mythology (6)
4. Battle station (8)
9. Young lady takes side enduring trauma (6)
10. Work river location at odds (8)
11. A bat paled into versatility (9)
13. Country illustrated by certain diagrams (5)
14. Sack and leave chaps at a junction. Useful in an 
emergency (4,10)
18. End below the Footsie (3)
19. La culotte (6,8)
23. Attach article inside woodland (5)
25. State of intellectually active head (9)
26. Fagin’s tincture developed insight (8)
27. Got the unhappy city slum (6)
28. Henceforth the night before runs in addition (8)
29. Last letter mixed with the foe aids conversion (6)

DOWN:

1. Grass covers graduate for keeper of the peace (6)
2. Explosive comes round home cordially (9)
3. Suspension resulted from this party (7)
5. Am I then a MEP keeping one awake? (11)
6. Show off tit goes haywire (7)
7. Turnberry made Trump one! (5)
8. Hams circle checks about motoring club (8)
12. Take care and kerb street entertainer in the USA (5,6)
15. Pointed access to credit (3) 
16. Premature cover of home taken seriously (9)
17. Non coloured cricket side, or slightly coloured (8)
20. Metal parent tours Italy after rogue (7)
21. Famous Earl lost doubt to make room (7)
22. Wash oregano, partly on the beach (6)
24. Man on the radio maybe, between shelves (5)

Answers at back of publication.
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Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

North Somerset Decorative and Fine Arts Society – Wednesday 6 
September
Lectures are held at the 37 Club, between Woolavington and Puriton, on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Meetings are at 2.15 pm. in the winter and 7.00 pm from 
May to September. Our next lecture is 6 September at 7.00pm – Christopher Chanter 
‘Dr Susan Weber Furniture Gallery at the V&A’

The South West Outdoor Festival – 8 to 10 September
The National Trust’s South West Outdoor Festival (SWOF), will play host to 500 
campers, glampers and campervan cruisers in a pop-up site above beautiful Black 
Rock at the eastern end of the iconic Cheddar Gorge. The site offers views right 
through the limestone jaws of the gorge, a vertical playground for rock climbers and 
wild goats, and out over Cheddar Village towards the Somerset coast.

To book your South West Outdoor Festival at one of the Country’s most hidden 
and beautiful spots, visit the National Trust South West Outdoor Festival page.

Weston Hospicecare Midnight Beach Walk – 30 September
For further information about the event and our work or about other ways you can 
support us, visit www.westonhospicecare.org.uk.

Mark WI Rag-Rugging Workshop – Wednesday 4 October
From 10am to 1pm in Mark Church Hall. No experience necessary and all tools / 
materials provided. Spaces are limited so book early for this fun workshop, all for £15 
per person which will also include tea/coffee and biscuits.Contact Mark WI Secretary 
Janet Smith on 01278 641589 to book your place.

West Mendip Orchestral Play Day – Saturday 7 October
West Mendip Orchestra are inviting all instrumentalists in Weston-super-Mare and 
surrounding area to come and join us in playing Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique, 
a work by local composer, Nicki Sisman, and an orchestral arrangement of Piazzola 
Tangos by Gerry Browne at Churchill Academy & 6th Form, Churchill Green, 
Churchill, BS25 5QN. It’s a great opportunity to come and play in an informal setting 
and enjoy making some great music. We welcome all ages and we look forward to 
meeting you.

Baton down is at 10.00am, the session finishes at 5.00pm. Please e-mail chair@west-
mendip-orchestra.org.uk to register your interest, or call Jolanta on 07540 580824 to 
find out more.There is a small charge of £10 to cover expenses, payable in advance. 
Please contact Jolanta to apply for concessions.

West Mendip Orchestra is a medium sized, friendly amateur orchestra, performing 
three or four concerts each year from the classical repertoire. Our concerts often 
feature well-known local soloists and also young talented musicians early in their 
careers, as well as music composed especially for us. We are entirely self-funding, and 
also contribute to charitable causes. Rehearsals are from 7:45pm to 10pm on Fridays 
in term-time at The Lynch Chapel Hall, Winscombe.

mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.westonhospicecare.org.uk
mailto:chair@west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk
mailto:chair@west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk
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The Orchestra is looking for string players, horns, trumpets and a timpanist. 
We don’t hold auditions, but members need to be able to play music in the classical 
orchestral repertoire.

Website: http://www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/westmendiporchestra/
Twitter: @WestMendipOrch

RNLI Winscombe Gourmet Fish Supper – Thursday 12 October
The Queen Victoria Inn at Priddy has agreed to provide 
another of their 3-Course Gourmet Fish Suppers for the 
RNLI on Thursday 12 October from 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
(last orders) at an inclusive price of £20 per person. Places 
can be reserved by telephoning 01749 676385 and we offer 
them our thanks in advance.

The National RNLI Fish Supper Initiative will run from 13 to 15 October 
and members of the public are encouraged to hold their own Fish Suppers and 
offer donations to the work of the RNLI. Further information can be found at 
RNLI.org/FishSupper2017; if you would like to do this then please contact our 
Chairperson Tina on 01934842304 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com

The Garden in September
At the time of writing (2 August) we are having very unsettled 
weather; today has been wet and windy and sadly has brought 
about the demise of an old ‘Blenheim Orange’ apple tree in 
my garden. It has been gradually leaning more and more over 
about the last ten years and despite various attempts to prop 
it up has succumbed to the wind at a time of year when it is covered in foliage and 
heavy with apples. It was probably over a hundred years old, planted when our garden 
was part of the orchard of Rose Court. Now we shall have to decide how to replace it.

Salad crops and other vegetables have been doing well in the recent wet weather, 
but the perennial nuisance of slugs and snails has been quite a problem. I try to only use 
slug pellets when the problem is really bad and, when I do, I use those incorporating iron 
phosphate, which are much less pet and wild animal toxic than those based on metaldehyde.

So, what of September? Growing plants as intensively as we tend to do means that 
a lot of goodness is taken out of the soil and it is therefore essential to put something 
back if you want to continue getting the best out of your garden. In the autumn, there 
is a great deal of debris to get rid of and make into good compost to put the organic 
matter back into the soil, so make sure you have a good compost bin or preferably bins 
into which you can put all of the surplus vegetation etc. Avoid woody and diseased 
material; ideally burn it to prevent fungal diseases from being carried over to next 
year or put it into your green wheelie bin, if you have one; the high temperature at 
which that waste is composted should kill off any diseases.

http://www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/westmendiporchestra/
mailto:meejlfh@gmail.com
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Potato blight, by which we were ravaged a few years ago, has already been a problem 
this year in my greenhouse tomatoes. Potatoes (and peelings) growing in compost 
heaps can be a primary source of infection, when the weather favours the spread of 
the disease (warm and humid), so try not to let them survive from one year to the next.

In the flower garden, before the display is completely over for the year (in fact 
there is often a resurgence of flowering after a lull in July and August), have a wander 
around and see which plants have performed well and which perhaps need to be 
moved or even removed or divided if they have done well.

If you are on heavy soil, as many of us are, especially on the Axe valley side of the 
Isle of Wedmore, now is a good time, provided that the soil is not too wet, to get your 
autumn digging under way. This will give the winter weather plenty of time to break 
down lumps of soil and enable easier preparation of seedbeds in the spring. Grit or pea 
shingle as well as organic matter dug in now will help to improve soil structure. It is still 
a good time for planting new herbaceous plants and shrubs, while soil temperatures 
are still high, which will encourage some root growth before the winter. It can also be 
a good time to move evergreen shrubs and conifers should you wish to do so; make 
sure you get a good root ball lifted when moving plants. Also at this time increasing 
soil moisture should mean that moved plants do not require the amount of watering 
that they might if moved in the spring, but make sure they get enough, nevertheless.

If you have a fancy for propagating shrubs and/or roses, now is the time to do 
so from hardwood cuttings; take shoots of about pencil thickness and about thirty 
centimetres long, remove the soft growing tip and all but about three pairs of leaves 
and insert the cuttings in a slit trench made with a spade, possibly with a little grit or 
coarse sand in the bottom. Set them in to about two thirds of their length and firm in; 
move them next autumn when they show signs of new growth. Whilst on the subject 
of shrubs, do not be tempted to trim off this year’s growth in the autumn as you will 
more than likely prevent them from flowering next year.

You can continue to plant new bulbs making sure that daffodils and narcissi go 
in before worrying about tulips, which can go in as late as November. If you want to 
force hyacinths or daffodils for mid-winter, remember that the prepared bulbs you 
can buy need at least eleven weeks in cool darkness before bringing them into room 
temperature; too warm a room will make them become “leggy” and fall over. Gladioli 
and other half-hardy bulbs should be lifted as they die off and stored in a cool but 
frost-free dry place for the winter.

Many hardy annuals for next year can be sown from now on, check on the seed packets.
Lawns should need less frequent mowing now and, if you wish, you can use an 

autumn lawn-feed; if you fancy turning a lawn into something of a wildflower meadow 
then fertilizer should not be applied. If, however, you wish to kill off weeds in the 
lawn, now is a good time to do it, but remember that ‘Feed and Weed’ products will 
cause the grass to grow vigorously.

As usual, I have exceeded my allotted space so I will continue the theme of what 
to do in autumn, next month.

Adrian Hutchinson
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Hot Savoury Souffle (Serves 4-6)
Preparation time: 15-20 mins. Cooking Time: 35-45 mins. Oven: 
190c, Gas Mark 5

We think it is time we introduced an international flavour to our recipe page and as 
our twinning friends from St Medard have visited Wedmore recently it is appropriate 
to highlight a French favourite. Souffle is very flexible but can also develop a mind 
of its own as to whether to rise or not! This recipe we think reduces this risk to a 
minimum, so give it a go. Serve with a crisp salad, and a crisp, dry white wine.

Ingredients
You will need a 1-litre soufflé dish
To coat the dish:
15g butter
1-2 tablespoons browned breadcrumbs
For the basic soufflé:
75g butter
50g plain flour
300ml milk
Salt
Freshly ground black pepper
4 eggs, separated

Choose from a variety of flavourings which need to be added before the egg whites. 
Our suggestions are 75g cheese, or 100g crab, or 175g fried and sliced mushrooms, 
or 175g chopped ham with 2 teaspoons chopped fresh parsley

Method
1. Use the 15g of butter to grease the dish, and then coat with the breadcrumbs. 

Place the dish on a baking sheet.
2. To make the basic soufflé, melt the butter in a saucepan, add the flour and 

cook for 1-2 minutes.
3. Gradually stir in the milk, and stirring constantly, simmer for 2-3 minutes. 

Allow to cool.
4. Add the salt, pepper and the egg yolks.
5. Add the chosen flavouring.
6. Whisk the egg whites until stiff, stir 1 spoonful into the sauce then fold in the 

remainder.
7. Pour into the prepared dish and cook in a prepared oven for 35-34 minutes. 

Serve at once.

Norma Teakle and Derek Logan
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Thought for the Month
Dear Friends
I was interested to hear in the news recently that the use of drones (the most recent 
‘spy in the sky’ technology) may need to be licenced due to the increasing number of 
near misses with aircraft. No doubt there are a few drones in use locally and I well 
remember one featuring to amusing effect in the Theale Players pantomime early in 
2016! Drones serve a useful purpose for some businesses and agriculture is an obvious 
one, but they are also popular with private individuals. We seem to have a fascination 
for looking down from high places, as demonstrated by the success of the recently 
introduced ‘Tea and Tower’ events organised by the Friends of St Mary’s.

I am curious as to whether there is a connection between being high up and looking 
down, and our notions of power and influence. Our language certainly seems to reflect 
this; we talk of ‘superiors’ when referring to bosses, or the feeling of being ‘looked down 
on’ when patronised. The ancient world thought that God and heaven were literally 
above the earth and we still use this language figuratively today in general parlance.

However, Christian faith is rooted in the belief that God desires to be with us 
like a friend, as demonstrated in the life of Jesus. It is often in the midst of our daily 
lives that we are aware of God’s presence and this is especially so as we reach out in 
friendship and neighbourliness to others, regarding each other with mutual respect 
and equality. Love, care and compassion are reflections of the nature of God and 
this is much in evidence in numerous aspects of village life. As part of our care for 
those who live alone, folk at St Mary’s have started a new initiative in recent months. 
It’s known as ‘The tea set’ and on the second Friday of the month we lay up tables in 
the Lady Chapel for afternoon tea and enjoy conversation and each other’s company 
from 3pm until 4:30pm. We would like to invite others who may find themselves on 
their own too much these days; transport can be provided. Please contact Heather 
Banwell (712216) or myself (07968 156910) for further details, or just come along on 
8 September. A warm welcome awaits anyone who would like to try it out.

Rev’d Joy Hawes, Assistant Curate, Isle of Wedmore Benefice

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club News
Summer League Men’s Report
First team, captained by Bill Wylie, started their title defence 
rather shorthanded with four players only. Despite this a 
staunch defence was made and the team finished a comfortable second in division one.

Second team, captained by Rob Sweet, included many different players and faced 
an uphill task also in division one and were relegated to division two.
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Third team, captained by Mark Jackson, with assistance from Michael Gill, Steve 
Randall and many others fought hard but were also sadly relegated.

Fourth team, captained by David Evans, suffered a lack of players due both to 
injuries and players being poached for other teams, hence sabotaging David’s efforts. 
Therefore they were unable to stay in their division!

Very well done to our coach Craig Phillips for remaining unbeaten all season and 
thanks also to all who helped out including Ben, Matt, Jason and Jack Brimm and 
others.

Particular thanks also to David Evans, Ben Wylie, Rob Sweet and Mark Jackson 
for all their effort to organise and adjust teams.

Ladies’ Teams
A very successful year was had by Wedmore Ladies with Val Parker as overall captain.

A Team, captained by Clare Gass, finished a very comfortable second in the first 
division and were only beaten once losing to Bridgwater who brought in an over-50 
world champion and a team GB player! Very well done to Clare Gass, Nicky, Ines 
and Charlotte, also Jenny who stood in for a match.

B Team, captained by Tess Hodgson, came second in division 2, very well done to 
Olivia, Jo, Susan, Shirley and Liz.

C Team, captained by Susan Cunningham, were constantly deprived of players 
due to calls from higher teams, they fought bravely until the last match of the season 
where they were sadly relegated in a defeat to Taunton who are the strongest team 
in the division. The team included Susan, Sandra, Vicky, Jo and several others who 
stepped in.

D Team, captained by Val Parker, were consistent with their results and finished 
fourth, they will remain in division 5 for another year, well done to Val, Matty, Irene 
Vicky, Sarah, Alison and all who stepped in.

E Team, captained by Sarah Tipping, had a very successful season and were 
comfortable winners of division six and will therefore will be doing battle with Val’s 
team next year using no personnel changes. Congratulations to Sarah, Juliette, Sarah, 
Kate, Jane and Faith.

F Team, captained by Clare Scott, came an easy second and so are promoted to 
division 6 next year, well done to Clare, Helen, Jo, Gail, Karen and Barbara and 
Marylou for stepping in.

The Ladies team did a great job this year and benefitted from coaching from 
Craig and playing regular fours throughout the week. The lower teams increased 
performance may possibly be benefitting from the concealed bottles of gin and tonic 
found in their bags! If it works don’t knock it! Here’s to a successful 2018.

Joanna Cooper

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Men’s Leagues
July has seen some mixed results for Wedmore with the men’s team in the Weston & 
District over 60s league being the only team with an unbeaten league record. They had 
comfortable wins against Clarence Gold, Clevedon Prom, Ashcombe Templars and 
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Portishead. This unbeaten run came to an end when they played Victoria Saxons in 
the cup competition. The rinks were split with A Birch, D Collins & B Aston winning 
29-12 together with a 2 shot and 1 shot win. Unfortunately, heavy defeats for Wedmore 
on the other three rinks gave Victoria the game by 112-71.

In the Clevedon & District over 60s league, Wedmore have won three of the four 
matches played. Away at West Backwell, Wedmore were down in the early stages but 
a remarkable 32-3 win by R Bull, D Stansfield & R Newell gave Wedmore the overall 
win by114-96. They won comfortably against Nailsea and lost narrowly to Clevedon 
Prom. Portishead RBL are Wedmore’s biggest rivals in this league. They came to 
Wedmore having already beaten them at Portishead in June. The match was very 
tight with five of the rinks being decided by three shots or fewer. Each team won two 
of these rinks with the fifth ending in a tie. Wedmore won the game 107-98 thanks to 
a comfortable win of 22-13 by A Birch, J Harris & E Payne.

Wedmore men also have three teams in the County League. Wedmore A play 
in Premier Division 2 and played five games in July. In two close matches they lost 
the first at home to North Petherton and won the second against Knowle A. The 
third match was a more comfortable win at home against Nailsea A, but that was 
followed by a defeat against Keynsham A. For their last match Wedmore recorded 
a comprehensive win away at City of Wells.They won all three rinks taking the game 
by 66-41 and gaining maximum points.

Wedmore B have played three games in North Division 2 this month without 
managing a win.

The C team are new to the County League playing in North Division 3 but have 
yet to win a game. At home to Burnham C, they lost 54-67 without winning a rink. 
Away against Chew Stoke B, Wedmore lost a very close game by 54-56 but picked up 
points by winning two of the three rinks.

Away against Ashcombe C, Wedmore again won two rinks but lost the match by 
57-58. In their final game, at home to Clevedon Prom C, Wedmore recorded one 
good rink win but lost the match by 45-57. Winning rink: M Batchelor, T Bullock, D 
Skelton & T Simpson, 24-11.

County Competitions
County competition games have been played by both men’s and ladies’ teams. The 
men played a first match in the Turnbull Cup at home to Wyrall Park. Rinks were split 
two each with Wedmore winning by 80-73. Top rink: A Birch, D Wederell, K Pettit & 
E Payne, 29-5. Wedmore were drawn away at Banwell in the second round. Banwell 
play in a higher division of the County League so a difficult match was anticipated. 
Again the rinks were shared two each with Wedmore winning 76-70. Winning scores: 
A Birch, D Stansfield, K Pettit & E Payne, 20-14; I Gallop, B Cottrell, R Newell & 
R Hughes, 19-16

In a third Turnbull Cup match, Wedmore were drawn away at North Petherton. 
A Birch, D Stansfield, K Pettit & E Payne won 25-16 but the other three rinks lost. 
North Petherton won the game by 65-78.

The ladies’ first County competition match was at home to North Petherton in 
the Southey Trophy. This is played over four separate disciplines. Marie Trow & 
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E Deverill started slowly but won in the pairs. Wedmore narrowly lost the singles 
by 17-21 and triples by 13-15 but the fours suffered a heavy defeat with the visitors 
taking the game by 3 disciplines to 1.

The ladies have also played in the Fear Cup competition. In the first match, 
away to Bridgwater, Barbara Clark, Marion Fisher, Marie Trow & Shirley Wederell 
were always in front, winning 13 from 21 ends and finishing 28-13. Maureen Hordle, 
Margaret Barron, Carole Pettit & Elaine Deverill were 16-18 down with three ends 
to play but won all three winning by 23-18. The third rink kept the game close losing 
15-20 to give Wedmore the match by 66-51.

In the next round, away to Victoria, Wedmore were beaten on all four rinks losing 
by 42-77.

Ladies’ Leagues
The ladies found league games difficult in July. In the Mendip Triples League, they 
played four games and lost three with one tied. They lost away to Victoria Blue, 
Nailsea and Congresbury. In a very tight match, at home to Wrington, Pat Jenkins, 
Audrey Birch and Marie Trow won 18-10 with the other two rinks losing 11-16 and 
18-11. In the last three ends, across the three rinks, Wedmore suffered a net loss of 
10 shots. A game that ended in a 37-37 tie could have been won.

In the Weston & District Triples League, Wedmore managed one win from four. 
Away at Burnham on Sea, the ladies won all three rinks taking the match by 57-38 
and gaining maximum points. Ann Hughes, Carol Pettit & Elaine Deverill were top 
scorers winning 21-10 with the other two rinks winning by 4 shots each.

They lost away to Portishead and Wessex and at home to West Blackwell.
The ladies had a little more success in the Wessex League. In a match away at 

Winscombe, Wedmore won two from three rinks. Barbara Disbrey, Doreen Gallop, 
Jean Wheller & Marie Trow were always in the lead and won 22-14 whilst Pam Beard’s 
rink fought hard to win by 16-15. Despite winning two rinks, Wedmore lost the game 
by 47-59.Away at Clevedon Prom, Pat Jenkins, Margaret Barron, Mo Perry & Marion 
Fisher won 24-6. Despite losing on the other two rinks, Wedmore managed a 46-46 
tie. In the final Wessex League match, Wedmore played Winscombe again, this time 
at home. Julie Collins, Joan Hunt, Marion Fisher & Pam Beard won 25-23 with Pat 
Jenkins, Doreen Gallop, Barbara Disbrey & Carole Pettit winning 21-19. Although 
the third rink lost it was by only one shot giving Wedmore a narrow 67-64 win.

Finals of club competitions will be played on Saturday 9 and Sun 10 September. 
Spectators are always welcome. Indoor taster days will be held on Saturday 23 and 
Sun 24 September. Just turn up between 9.30am and 4.00pm.

Sandra Moss

Isle of Wedmore Cricket Club
September fixtures as follows:
1st Team   2nd Team 

02-Sep-17 A Burnham 2 02-Sep-17 H Cranmore 2

The Club runs four youth sides from under 9s to under 15s, two senior sides and a 
mid-week T20 side.
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The Club is always looking for new players and welcomes players of all standards 
or those who just want to have a drink at the bar. We run nets throughout the summer. 
Please contact us via Facebook if you are interested in playing.

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
July is always the busiest month of the year at the Golf Club and this 
year was no exception, particularly as the annual Open Week was also a 
celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the Club.

The first event was a Four Ball Better Ball which saw some truly 
incredible scoring. Over 150 members and visitors took part, over half 
the teams scored more than 40 Stableford points and there was a hole-
in-one from Catherine Nicholson on the fourth. Best score from the visitors came 
from Arthur Moughton and Mike Perkins with 42 points. The real fireworks though 
came from the home players with Ian Williams and Richard Macathur taking third 
place on 46 points, Tim Williams and Stuart Bishop going one better to take second 
place on 47 but everybody was eclipsed by a staggering score of 50 points from David 
Taylor and Chris Donald to win by three clear points.

Past captains of the club celebrating the 25th anniversary, following this year’s Open Week

The final six days of Open Week saw weather move from sublime to ridiculous 
which was also true of some of the golf. Not so Graham Clifford who sailed through 
Monday’s Stableford to win with 41 points, 2 better than Clive Warren-Smith who won 
division 3 with his 39. Tom Smith won division 1 on 3 , a score matched by Peter Searle 
to win division 2. Ladies winner was Sue Chambers again with 41 which was 3 better 
than Lesley Reagan who won bronze division with Lesley Moore winning silver on 36.

The Tuesday Bowmaker was a Warren-Smith benefit with Marion partnering 
Saybria Sims, Susie Spragg and Sue Chambers to victory on 97 points whilst husband 
Clive took second place, 3 points back in company with Ashley Ribi, Mike Nicholls 
and Jill Cornelius. The Wednesday Greensomes went to the father and son pairing 
of Josh and Ben Barwell with 43 on countback from Richard Ham and Mike Sartain. 
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This was just one better than both Karen and Richard Barnett and Louise Allen and 
Terry Mogg who were third and fourth.

Best score on Thursday was from Tony Biggs, winning the medal on nett 67. This 
was just one better than Ben Barwell who won division 1 and Tom Bennett who won 
division 2. Chris McGowan was the division 3 winner on 71. In the Ladies, Jenny Brown 
took the overall trophy with a nett 70, 2 better than silver winner Shirley Gooding 
whilst Hazel Gough claimed the bronze division on countback after a blanket finish 
with three players ending on the same score. The big disappointment of the week was 
the Texas Scramble on Friday when late heavy rain caused abandonment.

The course had recovered well by Saturday which saw a repeat of the blistering 
scores from the Opening Day’s Better Ball competition. This time it was it was Dave 
Ash and Daryl Cornelius who set the pace, winning with 49 points, which gave them 
a single point margin over Mary-Lou and Trevor Denny with Tim Harris and Toni 
Ribi taking third place on 44.

July also saw the final three Club Championships take place. The Ladies is a 
tough event with 36 holes being played in a day although this year the weather was 
warm but not too hot. The morning round saw Dawn Chadwick take an early lead 
with a round of 79 which put her 4 clear of Cathy Olive and a further 3 shots ahead 
of Shirley Gooding and Liz Hill. In the afternoon things began to change and the 
gap between the two leaders narrowed. One more good putt from Cathy would have 
forced a play-off. As it was Dawn held on to win by a single shot and claim her fifth 
championship. Behind the front two, Annya Patten had a strong afternoon to take 
third place ahead of Shirley Gooding and Liz Hill.

In the nett event, Trish Phelps set the early pace with a nett 69 but Karen Barnett 
was just 2 back on 71 which she improved on in the afternoon to win with a two round 
total of 141. Deidre Wheadon finished as runner-up thanks to a second round 68 
which pushed her ahead of Trish on countback with Maggie Morris in fourth.

Dawn Chadwick with the trophy and other prize winners from the Ladies’ Championship
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The Senior Men play 36 holes over two days. The first round also incorporated 
the monthly medal from which 24 players progress to the second round. Wind and 
rain kept the scoring down, the best being a nett 66 from Geoff Musson-Thorp to 
win division 3. Ken Willetts hit 67 to win division 2 and Graham Clifford won out on 
countback in division 1 from 3 other players all on 68 Bill Lander’s gross 76 led the way 
in the Championship, but both John Russell and Nick Parker were just 2 shots back.

These three formed the final group on day 2 and the lead switched between them 
over the round. Nick had reason to thank a dog walker who found his wayward drive 
on the twelfth but the decisive hole was the seventeenth, when Bill had a disastrous 
8 to lose the lead and leave Nick 2 shots clear of John Russell. He still needed a good 
chip for a par on the final hole to win with John Russell taking the runners-up trophy. 
Bill Lander was left with the best gross on day two prize with Martin Olive taking the 
equivalent nett prize. In a tight finish in the overall nett competition, Peter Searle 
took the trophy on countback thanks to a chip in 2 on the final hole.

The Senior Ladies play 18 holes but found it tough on one of the hottest days of 
the year. Deirdre Wheadon clearly enjoyed the heat coming with a 69 to take the nett 
prize and Vera Ireland Trophy ahead of Ann Search on 71. In the gross competition, 
Beryl Richards was chasing her third win in a row but her front nine was matched by 
several others. Steady play then took her three clear to win the Ann Adams Claret Jug 
again. Wendy Lucas took the over-seventies prize whilst Jane Hewitt was runner-up 
to Beryl on countback from Claire Biggs. Prizes over the front and back nines went 
to Jill Cornelius, Janis Lawrence, Ange Webber and Aileen Robertson.

Tony Biggs

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 12 September the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.
Timings of the route are as follows:
10.30am Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50am Clewer Clive Weare House
11.20am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30am Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm
11.50am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00noon Blackford Holy Trinity



September 2017 37

12.15pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35pm Sand Upper Sand Farm
12.50pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
 1.00pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
 1.10pm Theale Christchurch
 1.25pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Parish Registers

Weddings
Congratulations go to:
Adam and Verity (nee Knight) Greenhalgh of London (Verity formerly of Heath 
House) whose wedding took place at St Mary’s Church on 8 July 2017.
Joseph and Aimee (nee Knight) Arthur of East Sussex (Aimee formerly of Stoughton) 
whose wedding took place at Allerton Church on 15 July 2017.
Benjamin and Stacey (nee Rollinson) Hole of Wedmore whose marriage was blessed 
on 28 July 2017.

Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:
Stephen Downer of Wedmore who died on 16 May 2017 and whose funeral was held 
at St Mary’s on 19 June 2017.
Penny Weight formerly of Mark who died on 5 July 2017 aged 53 and whose funeral 
took place at Allerton Church on the 25 July 2017.

Harvest Festival
One of the high points in the church’s year, particularly in a rural area, is when we 
come together to give thanks for another year’s harvest. The churches are always 
abundantly decorated; the favourite old harvest hymns are sung; produce is brought 
to church, offered and then given away to charity as a symbol of our response to 
God’s generosity; we remember those in parts of the world where the harvest is poor; 
and then often food is shared at a lunch or a supper. So whether you are a farmer, 
an allotment holder, a gardener or simply someone who wants to give thanks for the 
harvest do come along to one of our churches. Each celebrates harvest in its own 
special way and on a separate date, so there are plenty of opportunities to join in.
17 September 11.00 am Christchurch, Theale: Parish Communion followed 

by lunch (all are welcome to lunch, but please call Mrs Molly 
Rossiter on 713311 if you would like to come)

17 September 6.00 pm Holy Trinity, Blackford: Harvest Evensong followed by 
refreshments

24 September 10.30 am St Mary’s Wedmore: Parish Communion followed by 
lunch (all are welcome to lunch but please call Mrs Heather 
Banwell on 712216 if you would like a ticket)

1 October 9.00 am Allerton Church: Family Service and Harvest Festival
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Ride and Stride
Each year people from across the country take to their bikes to visit local churches. 
Ride and Stride is organised by the Somerset Churches Trust and takes place on 
Saturday 9 September. The idea is to be sponsored to visit as many churches as you 
can during the day. Half the sponsorship money goes to the Somerset Churches Trust 
and half to your own church or a church of your choice. As has happened over the 
last two or three years a group of riders are likely to be taking the “10 towers” route 
which visits 10 churches in the Cheddar Valley and levels area on a 30-mile circular 
route, starting and ending at St Mary’s Wedmore. For further information either about 
this route or about the event in general please contact Mr David Sisson on 713617. 
See also www.somersetchurchestrust.org/news-events/ride-stride for further details.

Messy Church - Saturday 16 September 3.00 - 5.00 pm at St Mary’s
• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, 

to reflect a God of creativity and to give people a 
chance to play together.

• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by 
eating together

The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around 
a particular bible theme, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the family, 
whether or not you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and 
invitations later in the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know 
more or look at www.messychurch.org.uk/

Movement Youth Worship
On Sunday 10 September at 6.00 pm, St Mary’s will be delighted to be playing host 
again to another Youth Worship event together with the organisation Movement. This 
is an opportunity aimed at young people aged 15 to 24 to join together from churches 
across the area to worship and have some teaching about the Christian faith. With 
a very good band and speaker, lights, big screens and free doughnuts and Pepsi it 
proved to be very popular when we had a trial in April. Other dates are 5 November, 
4 March 2018 and 6 May 2018. Look at www.wearemovement.net for further details.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am

Communion is celebrated most Wednesdays at 9.45 am
Sunday 3 Trinity 12 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week

http://www.somersetchurchestrust.org/news-events/ride-stride
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
http://www.wearemovement.net
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Sunday 10 Trinity 13 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Movement Youth Worship
Sunday 17 Trinity 14 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Family Service
Sunday 24 Trinity 15 10.30 am Harvest Festival
   6.00 pm Start the Week

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 Trinity 12 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Trinity 13 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 17 Trinity 14 6.00 pm Harvest Evensong
Sunday 24 Trinity 15 9.00 am Parish Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Trinity 12 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Trinity 13 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 17 Trinity 14 11.00 am Harvest Communion
Sunday 24 Trinity 15 11.00 am Come & See

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Trinity 12 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 10 Trinity 13 9.00 am Morning Prayer

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am, Morning service. Groups for 3-15s resume on Sunday 10th. 
Every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00 noon is our really popular ‘Coffee With A View.’ 
Come for coffee and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. We have good parking and 
wheelchair access.
We have various Bible studies and youth groups which we’d love to tell you about! 
For details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 / 713267 
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk 
or come & see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for September
Sunday 3  10.30am Tony Stevenson
Sunday 10  10.30am Archie Rowe
Sunday 17  10.30am Revd Robert Channing - 

Harvest Festival
Sunday 24  10.30am Revd Roly Sims

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30pm
Sunday School:  10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times.
These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are dedicated to 
those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
Extended hours surgeries are held:

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
doctors.
Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or visit 
/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours. 
You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or visit 
the NHS 111 website.

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell for 
access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. Surgery 
telephones are not manned during extended hours.
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Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), 
Bridgwater (Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal taxi service. You get on 
and off wherever you tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside your own 
house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares 
compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel 
and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Thelma Jenkins Jones 710467
Controller Street Rosy Brooks 713697

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
Burnham-on-Sea - Highbridge - Wedmore - Wookey - Wells - Wookey Hole Mendip Community Transport

Mondays to Fridays from 6 March 2017 - No service on Saturday/Sunday/Public Holidays 67

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1045 1305

Burnham-on-Sea, Old pier Tavern 0922 1050 1310

Highbridge George Hotel 0930 1058 1318

East Huntspill, School 0937 1105 1325

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 0945 1113 1333

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0953 c 1121 c 1341 c

Wedmore, The Borough dep 0742 0955 1125 1345

Henton, Post Office 0752 1005 1135 1355

Wookey Holmlea 0756 1009 1139 1359

Wells, Coronation Road 0802 1015 1145 1405

Wells Bus Station 0809 1022 1152 1252 1412 1500 1715

Wells, The Blue School 0817

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 1028 1158 1258 1418 1506 1721

Wookey Hole 0824 1033 1203 1303 1423 1511 1726

Wookey Hole 0825 0912 1035 1205 1305 1425 1515 1730

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 0830 0917 1040 1210 1310 1430 1520 1735

Wells, The Blue School 1535

Wells Bus Station 0836 0923 1046 1216 1316 1436 1526 1543 1741

Wells, Coronation Road 0930 1053 1323 1550 1747

Wookey Holmlea 0936 1059 1329 1556 1753

Henton, Post Office 0940 1104 1333 1600 1757

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0950 c 1114 c 1343 c 1610 1807

Wedmore, The Borough dep 1000 1125 1350

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 1010 1135 1400

East Huntspill School 1019 1144 1409

Highbridge George Hotel 1026 1151 1416

Burnham-on-Sea, Old Pier Tavern 1036 1201 1426

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1041 1206 1431

c Guaranteed connection

Highlighted section = trip operated by Crosville Motor Services
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Wedmore Real Ale Festival Request for Funding Form 2017
Note: Closing Date for Applications is 18 September. Funding will be distributed 14 October.

Organisation Name:         

Applicant Name:     Email:     

Contact Telephone:     Charity no. (if app):    

Organisation Address:         

Please give details of the project you would like funding for:     

          

          

          

          

Estimated Total Cost: £      

How much funding are you looking for? £    
(It is essential to specify an amount)

If the sum requested above doesn’t account for at least 50% of the total estimated cost, can you 
provide details of a specific element of the overall project that you’d plan on using these funds for?
          

          

          

          

How will the project benefit the residents of the Isle of Wedmore, including number of people 
benefiting?          

          

          

          

How much money are you contributing to this project? £    

What is the expected timeframe for completion?      

Who should the cheque be made payable to?      

Please tick to acknowledge you have read and understood the guidelines for distribution of 
WRAF funds. 
Signed:       Dated:      

Please return completed forms by post to:
 James Turbitt, Rushmead House, 57 Meareway, Westhay, Somerset, BA6 9TZ 
 …or by email to james@j-m-turbitt.co.uk 
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Guidelines for distribution of Wedmore Real 
Ale Festival (WRAF) funds

1. Applications can be submitted between 1 April and the closing date 
above. Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.

2. Only information contained on the application form will be used during 
consideration. Please do not send additional attachments or information.

3. All applicants must represent either a registered charity or voluntary 
cause.

4. Applications from the following will not normally be considered:

• Profit making events

• Businesses

• Funding national projects

• To fund an individual (for example to trek around China)

5. Applications must benefit the residents of the Isle of Wedmore

(The Isle of Wedmore includes Wedmore, Bagley, Blackford, Blakeway, 
Chapel Allerton, Clewer, Cocklake, Crickham, Heath House, Latcham, 
Little Ireland, Mudgley, Sand, Stone Allerton, Theale, West End, West 
Ham, and West Stoughton)

6. Please specify the project or items that the funds will be used for. Running 
costs will not normally be considered.

7. Please complete this form fully. Any application that hasn’t answered 
all questions will be returned.

8. Under normal circumstances the maximum payable to any one applicant 
is £3,000.

9. Any application that falls outside of the guidelines, but is supported 
unanimously by members of the WRAF committee will be included in 
the list of those that qualify. This ensures that any guidelines that are in 
place don’t prevent WRAF from supporting an applicant that common 
sense would otherwise support.
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Crossword 5 Answers
Across: 1.legend 2.Waterloo 9.wrench 10.opposite 11.adaptable
13.India 14.fire department 18.aim 19.french knickers  23.weald
22.alertness 26.instinct 27.ghetto 28.evermore 29.enzyme

Down: 1.lawman 2.grenadine 3.necktie 5.amphetamine 6.egotist 7.laird
8.overacts 12.break dancer 15.pin 16.earnestly 17.offwhite 20.cadmium
21.kitchen 22.ashore 24.aisle
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2  - Sat Theale Flower Show 2.00pm 
Friends of Weston Hospice Wine & pudding evening 7 - 9pm IOW Bowls Club

4 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George Inn

5 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

6 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH

8 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open mic  8.00pm The Panborough Inn 
Blackford Village Hall AGM 8.00pm Blackford VH

9 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George Inn 
Wedmore Farmers’ Market 9am - 1pm Borough Mews

10 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church

11 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Open meeting to train on using external defibrillator 7.00pm Blackford VH

12 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30 Wedmore VH

13 - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Blackford Village Hall Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH

15 - Fri Wedmore Real Ale Festival 7pm - 12pm Wedmore VH

16  - Sat Wedmore Real Ale Festival 11am - 12pm Wedmore VH 
Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH

17  - Sun Wedmore Real Ale Festival 11am - 4pm Wedmore VH 
Theale Film Club - classic sci fi film chosen by members 6.30pm Theale VH

18 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut

19 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30 Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

20 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms Grants Lane

21 - Thu WI evening trip to Waitrose in Wells 7 - 9.30pm

22 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - “Jack by the hedge” and Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn 
Limelight Night - Open Mic at the Swan 8.00pm The Swan

23  - Sat Working party at Wedmore Cemetry on Cheddar Rd 9.30 -12.30 Wedmore Cemetry

25 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut

26 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30 Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn 
Wedmore Gardening Club - speaker John Addison 7.30pm Masonic Hall

27  - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club

28  - Thu IOW Society - speaker Susie Wilkinson of Farming Network 7.30pm Masonic Hall

What’s On in the Parish September 2017
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane  07977 414799 
    Lisa  07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group  2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance  4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick  01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above  
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15 1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 07753 941341 
Yoga 10.30am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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