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Editorial
May sees two bank holidays, and as I write this we are enjoying the first of our long 
bank holiday weekends of the year for Easter. For many people this time of year and 
the extra free time it provides, gives the chance to get out and about and tidy up the 
garden. If you prefer to see what other people have done with their gardens there 
are opportunities for you to do so in the local area.

It is also a busy time with both a general and local elections, we await the outcome 
and updates on local elections in our June edition.

Just to clarify what we are able to publish in Wedmore News. The committee 
of Wedmore News has agreed that where space permits we will publish posters for 
community events, however sometimes there are just too many to print them all. We 
do not generally print application forms so contact details (an email is helpful) will 
enable those interested to obtain an application form from those of you organising 
an event. The exception to this is large village events such as the street fair and the 
beer festival.

Sue James

Front Cover
Thanks to Vanessa Becker-Hughes of Theale, our local bee expert, for this amazing 
photo of a honey bee on a plant called anisodontea capensis.

Deadline for June Edition: 1 May 2015
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Sue James, The Cottage, The Willows, West End, Wedmore (712797) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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Sue Moreman, Eglantine House, Sand Road, Wedmore (710278) 
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Front Cover Photos 
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The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, 
or represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication. 
Wedmore News is going digital! Each edition (without adverts) will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons does not want your 
entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor. 
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, 
legibility or legality
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News
Wedmore Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly
A smaller number than usual attended the annual assembly in the Masonic Hall on 25 
March. As well as presenting the Henry Butt Trophy to Margaret Tinney, Rev Richard 
Neill made three awards to local young people under the terms of the Hervey Trust. 
Of the three recipients, Finn Cavannagh, Lauren Brooks and Molly Brown, only 
Finn was able to attend to receive his certificate. Finn is hoping to study agriculture 
at Cannington College in the future.

Jackie Hipwell, Head of Wedmore First School Academy gave an interesting talk 
on the way the school operates and her vision for the future together with a wish for 
closer involvement with the local community.

The chair of the parish council, Glenys Cousins gave a report on the work 
undertaken by councillors during the past year. The busiest committee as ever was 
planning chaired by Martin Cahill who also chaired the housing committee. This 
committee had a specific responsibility to oversee the affordable housing project in 
the village. Highways committee chaired by Andrew Nash had met several times to 
deal with safety matters and to oversee the proposed speed limit reduction through 
Theale and Latcham. The cemetery committee chaired by William Healey continued to 
monitor the land, tree planting etc at the cemetery on Cheddar Road. The allotments 
committee chaired by Mike Bethell are overseeing the resurfacing of the car park 
near the Scout building. Councillor Cousins thanked both the district and parish 
councillors who would be standing down at the forthcoming elections.

Councillor Jessica Healey gave the usual vote of the thanks to the chair of the 
council for all her tireless work this year.

Somerset Emergency Community Contacts
The county council are developing a database of volunteers willing to work within 
its ‘Civil Contingencies Partnership’, to become a point of contact in case of local 
emergencies. Ideally three volunteers from the parish are being sought and if anyone 
is interested or requires further information they should contact the parish clerk.

Rod Pring, Clerk, Wedmore Parish Council 
The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore, BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Report on a Public Consultation Meeting at The Swan
This was a very productive meeting, attended by over 40 
people who participated positively and enthusiastically. 
They included some of the Parish Voice candidates, and a 
number of current parish councillors.

Six display boards, each stated an ‘Aim’ for a future parish council, members of 
the public were invited to write their comments and suggestions on each one, using 
post-it notes. There was also a separate display, setting out what a Neighbourhood 
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Plan is, examples of how it has worked for other villages in Sedgemoor, and how it 
might work to protect Wedmore’s future as a community - assuming a future parish 
council were to reverse the decision of the current parish council, and proceed with 
a Neighbourhood Plan in consultation with its parishioners. A total of 64 comments 
were posted on the boards, all largely constructive.

Over half (35) referred to the need for better communication between parishioners 
and their parish council (including via electronic media), and for there to be more 
consultation, openness and accountability. Comments included many constructive 
ideas, especially regarding how websites, Twitter and Facebook could contribute 
(although a couple of older people were less sure about these last two), also methods 
by which parish council minutes could be disseminated more widely and rapidly to 
parishioners.

The second largest group of comments (18) referred to how parish council 
discussions and decisions could better be translated into Action Plans. Of these, the 
vast majority (13), wanted a Neighbourhood Plan for Wedmore, whilst the remaining 
five referred to a more general need for the parish council to translate strategies and 
intentions into tangible actions and achievements.

Four posts referred to general democratic issues, two on voting patterns and 
behaviour, and two on councillors’ declarations of interest.

Finally, a miscellany of seven creative ideas included the perennial favourite 
suggestions of a skate park and better traffic management, as well as a museum and 
better play facilities for the over 8’s.

As well as writing thoughtful and constructive comments on the boards, those who 
attended had the opportunity to chat over a drink to fellow parishioners about the 
issues. Our thanks go to The Swan for providing such a congenial meeting venue.

Photos of the meeting and of the boards with 
their post-its, as well as a detailed description 
of how a Neighbourhood Plan works and 
a complete list of the six ‘Aims’ plus the 64 
parishioners’ ideas and comments can all be 
viewed at www.isleofwedmore.org.uk and at 
www.theisleofwedmore.net, along with other 
information about Parish Voice. Parishioners 
who were unable to attend the meeting can 
email us with their comments and suggestions to 
parishvoice@isleofwedmore.org.uk.

Parish Voice Team

Wedmore Village Hall
Regular users of the village hall will, I hope, have noticed the improvements to the 
sanitary arrangements.

It was at a committee meeting back in July 2012 that our vice-chairman, Gareth 
Gosling, reported attending a function at Blackford Village Hall where he had been 
much impressed by their toilets, which he reported, were ‘much nicer and more 
hygienic than ours’. The Swan Hotel had just started to hire out their clubroom; 

http://www.isleofwedmore.org.uk
http://www.theisleofwedmore.net
mailto:parishvoice@isleofwedmore.org.uk
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Theale Village Hall had won a major grant for improvements. Horrors! We were facing 
increased competition! Any improvement to the village hall increases its attraction as 
a venue for weddings, private functions or meetings and the more the hall is used the 
more economical it becomes; so the decision was taken to promote improvement of 
the washrooms / cloakrooms to the head of the work schedule programme.

We commissioned the services of local architect Paul Martin to draw up plans and 
cost the project. The village hall’s coffers were looking healthy and having recently 
benefitted from a bequest by the late Arthur Reynolds of £10,000 we already had 
a significant amount of the estimated cost of £48,000. So the committee went in 
search of funding for the remainder. We approached Viridor Credits (who distribute 
funding via the Landfill Communities Fund), achieving a grant of £23,200. One of the 
conditions of their funding was to find a third party contributor for 10% of the award 
amounting to £2,371.50. The Wedmore Real Ale Festival agreed to help donating 
£1,900. Additionally The Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation (a London based 
building company with special interest in community buildings) donated £2,000. We 
were ready to go!

Contracts were signed and the builders N C Tucker Ltd completed their contract 
on time, with a minimum of disruption to hall activities. These new lavatories are 
the latest in major improvements made to the hall and the Wedmore Village Hall 
management committee would like to feel they are on the right track.

What do you think? Let us have your constructive criticism, suggestions for 
improvements or show of appreciation; after all the committee is made up of unpaid 
volunteers who, like all human-beings can benefit from guidance and sometimes, 
even appreciate a pat on the back.

David F Summers-Cooke, Chairman 
Email dsummerscooke@gmail.com

Somerlap Makes Jaqui’s (Mother’s) Day
Mother’s Day was made extra special for Jacqui 
Redman from Wedmore as she was the lucky winner 
of a wooden planter full of spring blooms.

The planter was offered in a free prize draw 
organised by Somerlap. Jacqui visited Somerlap in 
Mark to be presented with her prize by managing 
director, Kevin Bond.

Based in Mark, Somerlap has been trading for 35 
years, manufacturing high quality wooden products 
for the general public and trade customers.

Hannah Rowe

Brainteaser Quiz and Supper
Come along to Wedmore Village Hall on the Saturday 6 June at 7.30pm for a fun quiz 
(teams of four), supper and a chance to raise money for a good cause. The event is in 
aid of Brain Tumour Research (registered charity 1153487). Brain Tumour Research 

Jaqui with her prize draw planter
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is a charity which aims to raise awareness of the rising incidence of brain tumours 
and the lack of research resources.
• More children and adults under 40 die of a brain tumour than from any other cancer
• 16,000 people each year are diagnosed with a brain tumour
• Brain tumours receive just 1% of the national spend on cancer research

Tickets £7.50 are available from Wedmore Village Store (the paper shop), or Sue 
Burton, telephone 712092.

Sue Burton

Keyboardist and Drummer Needed to Join New Wedmore Band.
I have recently set up a band and I am looking for two new members to play keyboards 
and drums. The set includes songs from Police, Blondie, Pretenders, Dire Straits, 
Sting, T Rex, Elton John, Animals, Eric Clapton, Paul Weller, Simon and Garfunkel. 
If you are interested or would like more information please contact Scottie, telephone 
710683 or 07769 672950, or email iandscott@me.com.

Ian Scott

Little Angels Pre-school Group
It is with huge regret that Christchurch, Theale has decided to close the pre-school group 
known as Little Angels, at least for the time being. It is the nature of such a group that 
at the end of each academic year numbers fall and this time they did not build up again. 
We have decided to keep a lot of the toys so that we can open again in the future 
should there be a need. Till then we are hoping to start a toy library. Details to follow.

Elizabeth Coulter

Blackford Harvest Home Hog Roast
Due to unforeseen circumstances the Hog Roast planned for Saturday 6 June has 
been cancelled. Our next event is the Harvest Home to be held on Saturday 1 August.

Bridget Nevay

Golf Competition at Wedmore on Friday 29 May
A Golf event is to be held in aid of Wedmore First School Academy and Nursery 
(with a small donation to the Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club). A fun four ball 
golf competition (including mixed teams). Now in our 5th year we have raised over 
£27,000 for the school which has helped numerous projects come to life within this 
wonderful village school.

A great value round of golf which includes a meal and the possibility of winning 
some great prizes with men’s team, ladies team and mixed team prizes. This year we 
have a £5,000 cash prize for the first person to get a hole in one! We also have an 
amazing trick show at the end of the day by David Haines. This hour long show is a 
must see for golfers and none golfers. Contact Peter Bird for more details on 712305, 
or p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com

mailto:iandscott@me.com
mailto:p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com
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Golf Competition

at Wedmore Golf Club

 In aid of Wedmore First School Academy and a small donation to the Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club

Friday 29th May 2015
Teams of 4 - 18 Holes

£25 per player (£100 per team)
Meal afterwards included

£5,000 cash prize
for a hole-in-one!

PLUS lots of amazing prizes
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Tel: 07973 931675 or email: p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com
To take part and register your team contact Peter Bird 
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Samaritans’ Charity Golf Day on Friday 26 June
To be held at the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club. Teams of four playing a four ball 
Bowmaker, best two scores to count on each hole. Prizes for winners, second, third and 
fourth places will be awarded. Maximum handicaps: men 28, ladies 36 (3/4 handicap).

Team entry fee is £120. Cheques made payable to ‘Samaritans Weston-super-Mare’ 
(£5 per person reduction for members of Wedmore Golf Club).

There is also an opportunity to sponsor a tee. All donations and sponsorship will 
be recognised in the programme. Raffle and silent auction on the day.

For more information and to register please contact Holly Cole, Walnut House, 
Plud Street, Wedmore, telephone 713392, email hollyrcole@gmail.com, or contact 
Andrew Midgley on 712642, email a.midgley1@tiscali.co.uk.

The Samaritan’s vision is for a society in which:
• Fewer people die by suicide;
• People are able to explore their feelings;
• People are able to acknowledge and respect the feelings of others.

Shirley Turner

Edward Armitage, CB
Edward Armitage passed away peacefully on Saturday, 21 March, at his home in 
Wedmore, at the age of 97.

E d w a r d  h a d 
become a familiar and 
well-loved figure in 
Wedmore and further 
afield (particularly 
among the various 
medical people whom 
he had increasingly 
cause to visit - always 
with good humour and 
patience). His outings 

became fewer as age and infirmity took its toll, nonetheless continuing to drive, safely, 
until hanging up the keys a few months ago.

He had a distinguished career in the civil service, joining the Patent Office as 
an Assistant Examiner just before the war and eventually rising to become its head 
(Comptroller-General), in which position he collaborated with Kurt Haertel and Bob 
van Benthem in helping to set up the European Patent Office (EPO), based in Munich 
and The Hague, and now the pre-eminent patent granting institution in Europe. In 
recognition, he was made CB by the Queen and Member of Honour by the AIPPI 
(International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property).

On the establishment of the EPO in 1977 he decided it was time to retire, and with 
his first wife Marjorie moved to Wedmore, where his son Ian and daughter-in-law 
Emiko had been living since 1970. He had a house (‘Lynwood’) built off Lascot Hill, 
and took an active part in village life. Finding tennis getting a bit much in the 1980s 
he became a leading member of the group of optimists planning to create a Lawn 

Some of the older bowls club members, with Edward on the left

mailto:hollyrcole@gmail.com
mailto:a.midgley1@tiscali.co.uk
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Bowls Club for Wedmore. As chairman of the founding committee, he steered the 
project through a multitude of planning and financial problems, eventually leading 
to the formal opening of the club in May 1987, after four years gestation. He later 
became president and a life member, and enjoyed many years as an active member.

After the death of his first wife in 1997, and at the age at the age of 82, he decided 
it was time to re-marry, and, possibly anticipating future problems remembering 
people’s names, married another Marjorie (Malby) and moved to Richmond House 
in Plud Street, where they lived on contentedly. Edward is survived by his wife Marjorie 
and his children Ian, Janet and Jill.

 

 

 

Charity Golf Day 
Friday 26th June 

at Wedmore Golf Club 

We invite you to support this event by entering a 
team of four 

Please complete the entry form overleaf or contact: 
Holly Cole on 01934 713392, hollyrcole@gmail.com  or 

Andrew Midgley on 01934 712642, a.midgley1@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Raffle and Silent Auction on the day 

The Samaritan’s vision is for a society in which: 

 Fewer people die by suicide 
 People are able to explore their feelings 
 People are able to acknowledge and respect the 

 feelings of others 
 

Charity No 292560 
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Wedmore Street Fair
The theme of this year’s street fair is the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. As 
always there will be a fancy dress competition for adults and children and a best 
dressed stall competition with the theme being the Magna Carta..

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The lucky winners of April’s draw, were Caroline Paterson winning £20 with her 
holding of number 49, and Renee and Leslie Weedon winning £10 with their number 
96. Congratulations!

Thelma Jenkins-Jones

Wedmore WI Report March 2015
Hazel welcomed us all, and we wished Hazel B a happy birthday. There 
are still places on the outing to Bowood House and Gardens on 3 June, 
open to all, contact Diana Rocky for more information. Four members 
had been to the roadshow, and found it very interesting; one of the 
speakers was Clare Rawle from the Antiques Roadshow, another was 

a lady talking about ‘Knitted Knockers’, an American idea to make comfortable 

Wedmore Street Fair Booking Form
Please return to: c/o Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS.

I / we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on Saturday 4 July 2015.
Charities £17, local groups and societies £22, commercial stalls £32.

I do / do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name

Organisation 
or type of stall

Address

Telephone no.

Email address 
(obligatory for receipt and stall details)

I enclose a cheque for £  made payable to Wedmore Street Fair. 

Signed  
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prostheses for mastectomy patients, knitted or crocheted. At this point our speaker, 
who had been delayed by roadworks, arrived amid some hilarity, but fortunately he 
didn’t turn and flee!

We then had a most interesting time listening to John Hall, who had come to tell 
us about Miles Tea. Who would have thought that Minehead and Porlock were places 
where tea is tasted, blended and packed, and coffee roasted? He started by telling us 
how many cups of tea he drinks in a day – at least a dozen – and how the process of 
importing tea and preparing it for sale works. It all started with tea being imported 
to Avonmouth Docks, where in the 1960’s Derek Miles worked for the Port of Bristol 
Authority. We all remembered tea chests, mostly from house-moving experiences, but 
we discovered that tea is now imported in much more user friendly paper sacks with 
a foil lining, with between 25 and 70 kilos in a sack. Samples of tea at the docks are 
sent to the broker, who sends smaller samples to the blenders, and tea is bought at 
auction on the basis of the tasted sample. Derek Miles had the opportunity to buy the 
odd chest at Bristol, which he blended and then packed, selling to big companies such 
as Wills and Harveys, for sale to their staff. From this small beginning the business 
grew into a full time blending and packaging organisation, though nowhere near the 
scale of PG Tips, Tetleys or Yorkshire Tea.

Miles Tea uses leaves from Kenya, Ruanda, Burundi, and South Africa, tea which 
is bright in the cup and has a good flavour. The other source for blending is Assam 
tea, which on its own leaves a furry feeling on the tongue. Tea importing has a slow 
turnover, and warehousing space is needed to keep the year’s supply of tea. Leaves 
in a sealed bag will keep for 18 months, in a vacuum packed block it will keep for 7 
years. The coffee is kept separately to avoid mixing the flavours. John showed us how 
tea is tasted, using measured quantities of leaves, brewed for six minutes in a special 
pot, which is then emptied into a cup to examine the colour and flavour, and a the 
lid of the pot is used to see what the tea leaves look like when used. The leaves from 
different sources are mixed to produce a consistent blend, which is then packaged 
and marketed. Up to 14 different teas are in a blend, it can take a week to get it right. 
The other big change in tea production is the tea bag, and now more tea is sold in 
bags than loose, though John prefers loose leaf tea.

After a lot of questions, and a vote of thanks from Mary, John was offered a cup 
of tea and approved the Wedmore WI brew. The competition for ‘My favourite cup or 
mug’ was won by Margaret T. The next meeting is on 21 May, when we have our AGM 
and vote on the resolution to go forward to the National AGM. The entertainment 
will be home-grown, with members of the committee amusing us with music and verse. 
The coffee morning on 21 March raised over £175. Thanks to all those who helped, 
and everyone who bought produce and consumed coffee and cup-cakes.

Chris Barker

Isle of Wedmore Society Report for March
Our speaker for this month was Philip Hamlin from The Jubilee Sailing Trust whose 
motto is ‘Changing Lives’ and the subject of his talk was ‘Custard’s off – it’s on the 
galley wall, the perils of deep sea sailing in a Square Rigger with a mixed ability crew’.
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Philip told us his involvement with this organisation started 20 years ago when 
he visited the Bristol Festival of the Sea with his wife Jane. There were hundreds of 
boats there and he visited one of the trust’s boats which had various disabled people 
aboard including a blind person, one with a missing limb and some in wheelchairs.

The trust has two ships, ‘The Lord Nelson’ and ‘Tenacious’ and the total 
compliment on board comprises a captain and 9 crew, 20 disabled passengers and 20 
helpers whose ages have ranged from 16 to over a hundred!

On Philip’s first trip he knew nothing about ships or disabled people. The ships, 
which are adapted to accommodate disabled people, have special lifts between decks. 
They are based in Southampton, sailing all around the UK, plus trips to various places 
around the world including Cherbourg, St Malo, Norwegian Fjords and the West Indies.

The whole idea of this marvellous charity is to get everyone to work together to 
build confidence – wheelchair passengers are taken on board via extra wide gangplanks 
and are able to be hoisted up to 100 feet up the masts, with blind people being able 
to take the wheel whilst listening to a speaking compass! Everyone joins in with all 
the usual jobs associated with running a large Tall Ship.

Philip’s most amusing talk was complimented with a range of slides and he 
answered many interesting questions with a great sense of humour. The title of his 
talk referred to one particularly rough voyage where a large bowl of custard went all 
round the galley!

Chris Edwards
Wedmore Opera and Festival
Soldiers, smugglers, gypsies, bullfighters… and an irresistible heart-breaker!

All are poised to burst into Wedmore in early July in a ground-breaking production 
of Bizet’s opera, Carmen, set in the late 1920s and inspired by the iconic poetry of 
Federico García Lorca. Priority booking has already begun and public booking starts 
on 18 May. Full details are on wedmoreopera.com, where you can also read the 
rehearsal diary of Wedmore resident Val Godfrey, a member of the Carmen chorus. 
Check the website too for full details of other festival events to be held in the state-
of-the-art theatre tent. Carmen is on 8, 10 and 11 July, Clare Teal sings with Edward 
Leaker’s Swing Band on 3 July, and Marcus Brigstocke’s comedy evening is on 9 July. 
And there is lots more going on at other venues in the village during the week: Shenagh 
Govan’s one woman show ‘War Crimes for the Home’, Anna Newman’s Marimba 
Concert and a teatime concert with Wedmore’s favourite duo, Marie Vassiliou and 
Nico de Villiers. Those are just some of the planned events. For more information 
telephone 713271 or visit the website www.wedmoreopera.com.

Wedmore in Bloom
Wedmore in Bloom has been extremely busy during the month of March. 
Firstly, with the help of others in the village, the remaining area in the 
churchyard was cleared of brambles and general growth. On the whole the churchyard 
is now very much clearer than before and certain graves have been revealed that had 
for some time lain under a tangle of growth. Thank you to everyone who helped.

Secondly, birch trees have been planted around the memorial stone at the Playing 
Fields. This involved an army of workers digging ten holes to accommodate the trees. 
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The ground being very hard and stony, a jack hammer had to be hired to get sufficient 
depth. The trees are now planted and will form an effective background to the stone 
in a year or two. Wedmore in Bloom

Mendip Rotary
Mendip Rotary Club Young Writers Competition

Lauren Harvey aged 10 
and Marishelle Harris 
aged 11, both students at 
Hugh Sexey Middle School, beat 
other entrants from local schools to 
secure a first prize cup from Mendip 
Rotary Club for winning the Junior 
and Intermediate RIBI Young Writers 
Competition. They had each written an 
essay on the subject ‘A Helping Hand’.

Lauren’s story was a very clever and 
amusing modern twist on the age old 
story of Cinderella helped, in this case, 
by the i-fairy. Marishelle’s story, set in 
Africa, was about a girl who started 
off with grandiose ideas about how to 
help, but through an unexpected event 
realised that more can be achieved by 
everyone making just a small act of 
kindness.

Each girl was awarded a £50 book token and congratulated by Mike Hiles, president 
of Mendip Rotary Club. Sponsored by Avon Valley Engineering, the local heats were 
organised by Rotarian Maggie Steel. Local author Sue Purkiss was one of the judges.

Gina d’Auria, Head of English at Hugh Sexey School said, ‘I would like to thank 
Mendip Rotarians for organising this competition, which focusses students’ minds 
on the importance of creative writing’.

Mendip Rotary Raises Cash for Vanuatu Victims
Members of the Rotary Club of Mendip were out in force in Cheddar and Wedmore 
last weekend, raising money to help victims of the recent hurricane in Vanuatu. The 
collection raised £320 which will pay for two water-survival boxes.

Rotary president Mike Hiles said, ‘World Waterworks, supplier of water survival 
boxes, is a local charity founded by Rotarians, and has direct links to aid agencies across 
the world. It is able to respond quickly to emergencies such as the Vanuatu disaster’.

The need for clean water is met by a water-filtration system in which water is 
passed through hollow fibres whose very fine pores allow water to pass through but 
block all bacteria and viruses. Time is critical and therefore water-survival boxes are 
sent by air so as to arrive within days of the request for help.

John Mander

Lauren and Marishelle, winners of Mendip Rotary 
Young Writer Competition with Gina d’Auria from 
Hugh Sexey School, and Mike Hiles and Maggie 

Steel from Mendip Rotary Club.
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Bristol Old Vic Theatre School -  
The Beaux’ Stratagem by George Farquhar
At the invitation of Wedmore Theatre Club, the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School will 
be making their 26th annual visit to Wedmore on their south west tour. This is part 
of their 2nd year course where they learn how to sustain performance in a variety of 
venues. The students,14 actors, will be supported by about six from other courses, 
such as sound, lighting, stage management and costumes.

The plot is about two gentlemen who have fallen on hard times, they turn con-
men and set out on the stage coach to Lichfield to secure their fortunes. But are they 
prepared for cross-dressing Irish priests, a band of honourable highwaymen, lardy 
landlords and scheming servants? It is not all that it seems and the country folk of 
Lichfield are not quite so naive as we think. Well, not quite!

The stage is set for one of the finest Restoration comedies of the age. Do come 
and see the stars of the future here in Wedmore at the village hall at 7.30pm on 28 
May. Tickets are £10, from Wedmore Village Store, Valerie Godfrey on 713009, and 
www.wedmoretheatre.com

Valerie Godfrey

Theale Film Club
The proposed dates and films for future showings (these may be subject to change, 

so please contact Lesley Luke, 713176 near the date if you are proposing to attend).
17 May  Lawrence of Arabia
14 June  Before I Go to Sleep
12 July  Hundred Foot Journey
16 August  Paddington - Time of showing to be announced later
13 September  Easy Rider

Time of shows is 6.30pm for 7.00 pm unless otherwise stated.
Lesley Luke

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre
Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre’s summer programme is once again packed with good 
things. The season begins on Wednesday 13 May with ‘The Theory of Everything’ 
starring Oscar winning actor Eddie Redmayne in the role of scientist Stephen Hawking.

Then on Friday 5 June Cheddar Arts presents a special cinema night with 
‘Paddington’. It’s an opportunity for grown-ups and children alike to bring their 
bears to see this irresistibly charming animation featuring the voices of Julie Walters 
and Hugh Bonneville. There will be a pre-film storytelling and a prize for the best 
Paddington picture.

The story of the war hero and pioneer Alan Turing is told in the critically acclaimed 
‘The Imitation Game’ on Tuesday 23 June, starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Keira 
Knightley.

On Tuesday 7 July, Vera Brittain’s book of love, war and remembrance is at the 
heart of the film ‘Testament of Youth’.

For its final summer season event on Friday 17 July Cheddar Arts presents 
‘Double Vision’, featuring folk, blues and rock guitarist Gordon Giltrap, back by 
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popular demand, and accompanied by renowned classical virtuoso Ray Burley. The 
duo, which has been hailed as one of the most exciting guitar partnerships to emerge 
in recent years, will be performing a dazzling array of music from across the genres.

Tickets for all events are available from the box office at Kings Fitness and Leisure or 
by telephone 744939 extension 2. Copies of the programme are available in local shops, 
the leisure centre and on the organisation’s website www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddararts.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between the Kings of Wessex 
School and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio 
theatre. For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddararts or for queries email 
cheddararts@googlemail.com

Jan Rance

IT for the Terrified
IT for the Terrified – for all your computer training needs. A 

skill-sharing, informal, community project. Run by a committee and 
staffed by volunteers, we offer one to one sessions to help you to use 
a computer, iPad, Tablet, smartphone or Mac in a friendly 
environment. We can cover most topics on most computers/devices 
at most levels.

Thursday 7 May, 10.00am to 12.00 noon, eBay course, how to buy and sell 
on eBay. £20 for three week course.
On Thursday afternoons there is a computer drop-in session, £2 per visit. 
Ideal for a small problem that doesn’t need a full two hour session. No need 
to book – just drop in (term time only).

IT for the Terrified is closed for Bank Holiday Monday 4 May and for the half 
term week 25 to 29 May.

Contact us on 741751, email itfortheterrified@btconnect.com, or visit our 
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk.

IT for the Terrified, The Old Cowshed, Station Road, Cheddar. BS27 3AG. 
Registered charity number 1130308. 

Cheddar Valley University of the Third Age (U3A)
If you are retired/semi-retired and are wondering what to do 
with your spare time, come and talk to us. You can learn new 
skills or even start up a new group.

• Thursday 7 May at 2.15pm at Draycott Memorial Hall. 
Our AGM will be followed by a talk entitled ‘Life Upon the Wicked Stage’ 
by professional musician Robbie Burns. He will also include songs from top 
London shows. Entry £2.

• Thursday 21 May from 10.30am to 12.00 noon at Church House Cheddar 
(opposite St Andrew’s Church), meet and greet coffee morning.

Visitors always welcome. For more information telephone 710242 or visit 
www.u3a.org.uk.

Roger Coe

mailto:cheddararts@googlemail.com
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk/
http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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Weather Report for March 2015
RAIN FALL Monthly Total 40.2mm (1.58ins)
 30 year average 49.9mm (1.96ins)
 Wettest days (12th) 9.6 mm (0.38ins)
 No of dry days  21
 Last 3 months (Jan-Mar)  186mm  (7.3ins)
 Year ending 31Mar 2015  817m   (32.2ins)
 30 year annual average 795mm  (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES Maximum (7th) 15 °C  (59 °F)
 Minimum (18th)  -2 °C  (28 °F)
 Number of air frosts 10
 Monthly average maximum 10.6 °C  (51 °F)
 30 year average maximum  11.1 °C  (52 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 2.2 °C  (36 °F)
 30 year average minimum  3.3 °C  (37.9 °F)
COMMENTS A fairly dry month with rainfall 80% of average. Despite a 

warm start, temperatures dropped below average later. The 
month closed with strong north westerly winds.

Denley Brown

Forthcoming Events
St Mary’s Church May Fayre and Fairtrade Coffee Morning 
– Saturday 2 May
The annual May Fayre will this year be held in the grounds of St Mary’s Church. 
There will be plenty of stalls including plants, produce and of course the Fairtrade 
Café with hot bacon butties, as well as other entertainment.

Stone Allerton Open Gardens – Sunday 3 May to Monday 4 May
From 2.00pm to 5.30pm. Combined admission £6. Children under 16 free. For further 
information contact Lucy and Jim on 713159, email lucyhetherington@btinternet.com, 
or visit the NGS website www.ngs.org.uk.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Friday 8 and Friday 22 May
For traditional and contemporary folk music, singers and musicians welcome. At The 
New Inn Wedmore, starting at 8.00pm. Entrance £1. Open mic. Everyone welcome.

Isle of Wedmore Community Bus AGM – Tuesday 12 May
At 7.00pm in the club room at the Swan Wedmore.

Please send items for the agenda to Roger Wilkins, email rogerawilkins@aol.com, 
by Friday 1 May. If you would like to be considered for the committee please contact 
Mike Bewick on 713745, email bewick.mike@gmail.com, or Roger Wilkins.

mailto:lucyhetherington@btinternet.com
http://www.ngs.org.uk
mailto:rogerawilkins@aol.com
mailto:bewick.mike@gmail.com
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Two positions need to be filled, the vice chair and controller for the Weston service. 
We are also always looking for additional drivers for the bus. For further details of 
what is involved please contact Mike or Roger.

Axbridge and Wedmore Surgery Coffee Morning - Friday 15 May
The next coffee morning will be held at Axbridge Surgery from 11.00am to 
1.00pm. Compass Carers will be represented so please drop in for coffee /
tea and home-made cakes to see the information available or just come 
for a chat.

All of our patients are welcome!

Wedmore in Bloom Coffee Morning and Plant Sale - Saturday 16 May
At 5 The Lerburne from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. Entrance £2 per person to include 
coffee / tea and cake. Plant and cake stalls and raffle. An ideal time to find something 
new in the way of plants for your garden. We look forward to seeing you.

Wedmore Bowls Club, Family Open Day - Sunday 17 May
The club will be open from 10.00am until 5.00pm for a taster session, so please feel 

free to turn up at any time. If you cannot make the open day we can still 
arrange individual tours / bowling experiences at a time to suit you. Visit 
our website www.isleofwedmorebowls.co.uk for contact details.

Theale Film Club - Sunday 17 May
The May film is ‘Lawrence of Arabia’. Doors open at 6.30pm for 7.00pm prompt start, 
at Theale Village Hall. For more information please contact Lesley Luke on 713176, 
email lesleyluke@live.co.uk, Bernard Coulter on 712144, email bcoulter@talktalk.net, 
or Pam Meadows on 712143.

Club 50 Outing - Wednesday 20 May
Outing to Tetbury and Bourton on the Water. Leaving the Cheddar Road car park 
at 9.00am. Non members welcome. £15 per person. Please ring Pauline on 732517 or 
Val on 71009 to reserve your place.

Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday 20 May
The meeting of the parish council will be held at 7.30pm at The Council Rooms, 
Grants Lane. Parishioners are welcome to attend.

Wedmore WI Meeting - Thursday 21 May
At 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall. It is our AGM, and we will be voting on the resolution 
to go forward to the National AGM. The committee will be amusing us with song 
and verse items, the competition is ‘A home-made garter’. Visitors and guests are 
very welcome.

For further information contact Chris Barker, telephone 712182 or email 
chris@cjbarker.plus.com.

Wedmore Harvest Home Fundraiser Bingo -  
Thursday 21 May
Eyes down at 7.30pm in Wedmore Village Hall. Refreshments available.

http://isleofwedmorebowls.co.uk/
mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
mailto:bcoulter@talktalk.net
mailto:chris@cjbarker.plus.com
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Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club Meeting -  
Tuesday 26 May
At 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall. A talk by Alison and David Hoghton – 
Garden Designing (Midney Gardens).
For further details contact Andrea West 712161. Guests and new members 
always welcome.

Isle of Wedmore Society - Thursday 28 May
The meeting will be at 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall. The speaker will be Nick Pope 
who will talk about the training of dogs to assist people with disabilities. His talk 
is entitled ‘Canine Partners’, and he will be assisted by a live dog. The talk will be 
preceded by the Annual General Meeting of the society. Members free, visitors £3 
to include coffee / tea and biscuits.

Bristol Old Vic Theatre School - 28 May 2015
At 7.30pm in Wedmore Village Hall The Beaux’ Stratagem, a Restoration comedy by 
George Farquar. Tickets £10 from Wedmore Village Store, Valerie Godfrey, 713009, 

or www.wedmoretheatre.com

Wedmore First School Academy and Nursery,  
Fun Four Ball Golf Competition – Friday 29 May

 A fun four ball golf competition (including mixed teams) includes a meal 
and great prizes (Men’s team, Ladies Team and mixed team prizes- including 
£5,000 cash prize for the first person to get a hole in one!), ending the day with 

an amazing trick show by David Haines. For more information and to register 
please contact Peter Bird on 712305, or p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com.

WI Outing to Bowood House - Wednesday 3 June
There are still places on the outing, to Bowood House and Garden in Wiltshire, 
The coach will leave the village car park at 9.15am. Cost for coach, guided tour of 
the House and entry to the gardens is £28. Everyone welcome, please contact Diana 
Rocky on 713136 for more information.

Brain Teaser and Supper - Saturday 6 June
At 7.30pm in Wedmore Village Hall in aid of Brain Tumour Research. Bar and 
Raffle. Teams of 4, Tickets £7.50 each to include supper. Tickets available 
from Wedmore Village Store or Sue Burton, telephone 712092.

Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club Outing - Tuesday 9 June
Coach trip to the National Trust property Mottisfont Abbey in Hampshire. 
A beautiful house and gardens famous for its national collection of old-
fashioned roses. There is a cafe, ice-cream parlour and shop. The cost for the 
coach is £14, payable on booking. If you are a National Trust member entry is 
free, non-members will pay between £9 and £10.

Coach leaves at 8.45am prompt from The Swan. Contact Andrea West on 712161 
for further details.

mailto:p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com
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2  - Sat May Fayre and Fairtrade Coffee Shop 9.00am St Mary’s 
Messy Church 3.00pm St Mary’s

3  - Sun STONE ALLERTON OPEN GARDENS All Day
4  - Mon BANK HOLIDAY  

STONE ALLERTON OPEN GARDENS All Day
5  - Tues Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
6  - Wed Isle of Wedmore Green Group Meeting 7.30pm The Swan
7  - Thurs ELECTION DAY 
8  - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club 8.00pm New Inn
9  - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George Inn
10  - Sun Sunday Breakfast 9.00am Blackford VH 

Walk the Parishes for Rogation Sunday All Day
12  - Tues Community Bus AGM 7.00pm The Swan
13  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Blackford Café 2.00pm Blackford VH

14  - Thurs Mendip Rotary 7.15pm Golf Club 
Ascension Day Special Service and picnic 6.00pm St Mary’s

16  - Sat Theale Community Café 10.00am Theale VH 
Wedmore in Bloom Coffee Morning & Plant Sale 10.00am 5 The Lerburne

17  - Sun Bowls Club Open Day 10.00am IOW Bowls Club 
Theale Film Club - Lawrence of Arabia 6.30pm Theale VH

19  - Tues Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
20  - Wed Club 50 Outing to Tetbury and Bourton on the Water 9.00am Village Car Park 

Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms
21  - Thurs Mendip Rotary 7.15pm Golf Club 

WI Meeting 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Harvest Home Bingo 7.30pm Wedmore VH

22  - Fri SCHOOL TERM ENDS  
Mr Punch’s Folk Club 8.00pm New Inn

25  - Mon BANK HOLIDAY 
26  - Tues Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club Meeting 7.30pm Masonic Hall
27  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting 8.00pm Rec. Soc. Club

28  - Thurs Bristol Old Vic - The Beaux Stratagem 7.30pm Wedmore VH 
Isle of Wedmore Society 7.30pm Masonic Hall

29  - Fri Wedmore First School Academy Golf Day All Day Golf Club

What’s On in the Parish May 2015
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Regular Weekly Events

MONDAY 
Dog Training 10.00am Blackford VH  Sarah Cooke 01934 733716 
Modern Dance Blackford Crew 4.00pm Blackford VH * Kaye Morgan Anstee 01934 743326 
Beavers 5.00pm Scout Hut  Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Thelma Jenkin-Jones 01934 710467 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut * Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Masonic Hall  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 3.00pm Blackford VH * Bristol Ballet Centre 0117 960 5844 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH * Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut * Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Youth Club 7.00pm Wedmore VH  Maxine Ingrouille-Kidd 07915 699715 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07775 682231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 01934 743326

WEDNESDAY 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH * Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Beavers 5.15pm Scout Hut * Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH * Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 6.30pm Wedmore VH * Elaine Tilling 01934 713650

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH * Gareth Smith 01934 710471 
Sugar Water Curls Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 9.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Blackford VH * Bristol Ballet Centre 0117 960 5844 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut * Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School * Sarah Maddock 01934 713578 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall  Eileen Sanders 01934 710353 
Children’s Modern Dance 4.00pm Blackford VH * Kaye Morgan Anstee 01934 743326 
Karate 5.30pm Blackford VH  Kylie Branster 01458 860117

* Not running during Half Term (w/c 25 May)

What’s On in the Parish May 2015
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Wedmore Methodist Church Flower Festival -  
Friday 19 and Saturday 20 June

Wedmore Methodist Church will be holding their annual Flower Festival 
on Friday afternoon 19 June and all day Saturday 20 June. The theme 
this year is ‘Childhood Memories’. There will be the usual refreshments 
of coffee and biscuits or cream teas (soup and roll Saturday lunch time).

Anyone wishing to participate with either a display or a craft stall, 
please contact Gwen Fisher on 712629 or Angeline Duckett on 712631.

Mid-Summer Jazz in the Garden - Saturday 20 June
Panama Jazz Quartet will pay a return visit to the village for a mid-summer Jazz in 
the Garden. The event, in aid of St Mary’s Church Tower Parapet Repair Fund, will 
be held at Westholme Farm, West End, Wedmore (courtesy of Clive and Heather 
Banwell) from 6.00pm. Tickets at £12.50 per person will include a pig roast and 
dessert. Licensed bar from 6.00pm. Tickets available from Heather Banwell and 
Wedmore Village Store.

Charity Golf Day in Aid of Samaritans – Friday 26 June
At the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club. Teams of four playing a four ball Bowmaker, best 
two scores to count on each hole. Team entry fee, £120. Cheques made payable to 
‘Samaritans Weston-super-Mare’ (£5 per person reduction for members of Wedmore 
Golf Club). For more information and to register please contact Holly Cole, Walnut 
House, Plud Street, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4BQ. Telephone 713392, email 
hollyrcole@gmail.com, or Andrew Midgley on 712642, email a.midgley1@tiscali.co.uk.

Ashton Horse Show - Sunday 19 July
Save the date for this annual charity event to be held at 
Ashton Mill Farm, Ashton, Wedmore. For more information 
contact John Denbee on 712304.

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Paradis Palm Court Trio 2015 Concert Series,  
Mozart and Contemporaries – Friday 1 May
Concert commences at 12.30pm until 1.30pm, at The Assembly Room, Midsomer 
Norton. Entry by donation. Home-made cakes and tea / coffee on sale.

Somerset Wildlife Trust  
Plant Sale and Open Garden - Saturday 2 May
From 10.30am to 1.00pm at Rookery House, The Causeway, Mark. 
Entrance £2 including coffee. There will also be cakes on sale, 

mailto:hollyrcole@gmail.com
mailto:a.midgley1@tiscali.co.uk
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exhibitions, a raffle and activities for the children. Easy parking in the field opposite 
by kind permission of Mrs G Isgar.

May Day Coffee Morning - Monday 4 May
A coffee morning to raise funds for Cancer Research UK will be held at Stook House 
Farm, Littlemoor Road, Mark TA9 4NL, from 10.00am to 1.00pm. Cakes, bring and 
buy, raffle and plants.

North Somerset Decorative and Fine Arts Society  
Wednesday 6 May
At 7.00pm at 37 Club (between Woolavington and Puriton). Music, 
Masonry and Manuscripts by Mark Cottle on the music, architecture 
and manuscript illuminations of medieval England which are among 
the greatest achievements of any period in our cultural history.

Somerset Singers Spring Concert - Saturday 9 May
Faure: Requiem and Cantique de Jean Racine and Schubert: Mass in G, St Cuthbert’s 
Church Wells 7.30pm - Conductor Jonathan Vaughn plus Lochrian Ensemble (Leader 

Catherine Black), soloists Mary Walker (soprano) and Robert Clark (bass 
baritone). Tickets £12 in advance from Wells Tourist Information Office, 
telephone 842353, £14 on the door, or visit www.somersetsingers.co.uk.

Organ Concert by Jonathan Vaughn 
Wednesday 13 May
Assistant organist Wells Cathedral, St Andrew’s Church in Cheddar 7.30pm, 
in support of St Andrew’s Church Cheddar Fabric Fund and Somerset 

Singers. Tickets £8, telephone 842353 (Somerset Singers) or 742165 (St Andrew’s 
Churchwarden) and also on the door.

Cheddar Vale Lions Club Duck Race - Monday 25 May
At Cheddar Gorge. First race at 2.00pm. Tickets £1 will be on sale prior to the event 
and also over the bank holiday weekend.

Polly’s Kitchen
This month we are going veggie! Although falafel are widely 
available, homemade ones are so easy to make and delicious that 
there’s no need to buy them. I use dried chickpeas and soak them 
for 24 hours. I find that these are popular with children and you 
can make several variations by just adding different ingredients, like 
spinach, beetroot or sundried tomatoes. I deep fry the falafel in about 4cm (1 1/2in) of 
rapeseed oil in a saucepan and serve them with warm wholemeal pitta bread, Greek 
salad and nice garlicky yoghurt, olives and houmous - yum scrum!
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Falafel Serves 4
Ingredients
250g dried chickpeas
1 small bunch fresh parsley, tough stems remove
1 small onion, roughly chopped
2 garlic cloves, roughly chopped
2 tsp ground cumin
2 tsp ground coriander
a good pinch of chilli powder
1/2 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 tsp salt
freshly ground black pepper
rapeseed or groundnut oil for frying

Method
Soak the chickpeas in plenty of cold water for 24 hours. Drain well.
Put the parsley into a food processor and chop. Remove the chopped parsley onto 
a plate and set aside.
Without washing the food processor, put in the drained chickpeas, chopped onion 
and garlic, along with the ground cumin and coriander, chilli powder, baking powder 
and salt.
Process very well until you have a smooth- grained mixture that holds together.
Remove from the food processor and let the mixture rest for 30 minutes if possible, 
then gently but thoroughly mix in the chopped parsley; adding it at this stage makes 
the falafel light.
Form walnut sized pieces of the mixture into flat rounds. If you have time, let them 
rest again for 15 minutes. They can be prepared to this stage several hours before 
you want to fry them
Heat the oil to 180 degrees or until a 1 inch cube of bread dropped into it sizzles 
immediately, rises to the surface and browns in 60 seconds. Fry the falafel, a few at a 
time, turning them as necessary, until both sides are golden brown and crisp. Drain 
on kitchen paper and serve. (I have fried them in advance and then reheated in the 
oven at 180 degrees for 10 minutes, works a treat).

Polly Costello

The Garden in May
I am sure that I have said this before, May should be a month of 
blossom, cuckoos, swallows and martins, warm sunny days and 
gardens full of colour, so let’s hope that this year it is just like that.

At the time of writing, 31 March, it is exceedingly windy and 
although the thermometer tells us it is fairly warm, the wind chill makes 
it quite unpleasant. For reasons it is difficult to explain as it does not seem 
to have been a very cold winter, spring flowers have been late; Snowdrops went on 
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flowering until the end of March and daffodils which I have often said are March 
flowers, have only really got into their stride as April approaches. However, by the 
time you read this, most of them will be over except perhaps for some ‘pheasants eye’ 
type narcissi such as actaea. The wild species from which they are largely derived, 
narcissus poeticus, can cover acres of ground in the high Pyrenees until the end of 
May and into June.

Tulips should be in flower now and lilies should be growing well. 
Bright red lily beetles may be seen on the foliage and should be picked 
off and squashed. Their larvae, which are green and slimy and covered 
in their own excrement can rapidly strip lily plants of their foliage and 
ruin them. The adults and larvae can easily be controlled with synthetic 
pyrethroid insecticides. If you do not wish to use these, soapy water or 
fatty acid sprays may work, or even a well-directed jet of water. Sadly this 
seldom kills the adults and they will soon return to the plants. Research 
into predators of them continues and also into pheromones (hormones) 
which attract them to places where they can be disposed of.

Night frosts are still quite likely to occur in early May, so beware of planting tender 
bedding plants, tomatoes, courgettes etc. out too early unless you are prepared to 
rush out and cover them with newspapers or fleece if the temperature suddenly falls.

In the greenhouse there can be huge differences between day and night 
temperatures so be prepared to ventilate well by day and batten down the hatches by 
night. This fluctuation in temperature can also catch you out in the daytime a lovely, 
but cold, day outside, can cause high temperatures under glass.

As I write, lawns have only just started growing well and a few 
lawnmowers have been out in the last week or so. By May however, 
grass should be growing well and initially produces a lot of leaf, 
which fills up your grass box rapidly; towards the end of the month, 
increasing day-length will make the grasses begin to throw up seed 
heads, which of course are taller, but less bulky.

Whilst I do not make any claims to be a very ‘organic’ gardener, I 
do try to avoid pitting too much fertilizer on the lawn, it makes it look a lovely green 
colour, but also makes it grow and require cutting more often. It can also encourage 
some of the coarser grasses. These days we should probably learn to live with a few 
broad-leafed weeds in the lawn, unless you have a tennis-court or bowling-green. 
Many wild flowers can look quite attractive in the grass and those you really do not 
want, such as Dandelions, can be physically removed. If however, you feel that a 
weed killer is justified, be careful and avoid other susceptible plants (tomatoes can 
‘sniff’ weed killers from a long way off). Also avoid spraying when bees are working, 
because although the chemical may not actually harm them, it can make them smell 
funny and their colleagues may not allow them back into the hive.

Early flowering shrubs can be pruned as soon as flowering is over, giving them the 
maximum amount of time to produce new growth on which to flower next year. Of 
course, those which produce showy berries, as does pyracantha, should not be pruned 
now. One possibility is to cut off half of the flowered shoots each year, so that you 
have a good display of berries and still get flowers next year.
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Vegetables and salads should be starting to crop now. If you have broad-beans, 
the black bean aphid may become a problem; pick out the growing tips as soon as 
a reasonable amount of beans have been set and otherwise treat as for lily beetles 
(above). Cabbage crops can be planted after the beans which should have ‘fixed’ 
nitrogen into the soil with their roots. Runner and dwarf beans can be planted 
throughout May and should crop into September. If the weather is damp, slugs and 
snails will be very active, particularly at night and it may be worth going out with a 
torch and catching them; what you do with them then, I will leave you to decide. I 
am out of space now, so I had better finish.

Adrian Hutchison

Sports
Golf
March started in the wet and finished in gales but in between there was some 
truly spring-like weather. One of these came towards the end of the month 
when the Ladies and Seniors combined in the annual competition in 
support of the Childline charity. The competition, organised as ever by 
Sue Tarry, attracted a large field which meant the main purpose of the day, raising 
money was achieved to the extent of £1,000. There was some good golf played too, 
none better than from Mary-Lou and Trevor Denny who beat their handicap by 12 
shots to score 48 points. Margaret and Phil Rogers were unlucky to score 46 points 
and still only come second with Gina Falcon and Tom Bennett scoring 45 points to 
come third.
Good weather also blessed the annual match between the A Team, the B Team and a 
Captains’ select team for the Sanderson Trophy which is the pre-cursor to the league 
season. This is more a means of boosting the confidence of the two league teams than 
a real test and so it proved again this year. The Captains’ Select managed just one 
win and a half out of the ten points on offer. This left a hard fought match between 
the two league teams with the A team finally claiming victory with 7.5 points to the B 
teams 6.5. To stress the strength of the A team squad the Wedmore pairing of Geoff 
Fisher and Graham Sugg, having won their way through the club’s qualifying round 
of the Daily Mail Foursomes, took on a pair from Long Sutton in the first round of 
the national competition. A chip in from Fisher for a birdie on the first hole set the 
home side off on the right note and they progressed comfortably to the next round 
with a 6 and 5 win.

The Ladies for once had slightly the best of the weather and took some tentative 
steps into the season, restricting their better ball competition to nine holes which 
produced some good scores despite the wet and windy weather. Leading the way were 
Margaret Rogers and Gay McWhinney who came in with 22 points which was one 
better than runners-up Aileen Robertson and Audrey Cowlin. Ange Webber and 
Jenny Thomas came in third with 20 points. Next week they played the unusual format 
of an American Greensomes. It produced some good scores and a close result. First 
place went to Beryl Richards and Pauline Warner with 39 points. This was 2 better 
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than runners-up Jenny Cornwell and Carol Pinks who held off the challenge of Eunice 
Bond and Jenny Thomas on countback.

The Seniors suffered two cancelled competitions but had a busy spell at the end 
of the month. This started with their medal. Best score in division 1 came from David 
Coggan whose net 65 put him three shots clear of in-form Tom Bennett with Steve 
Lawrence a shot further back in third. Best score of the day came from Pete Bendell 
who had a net 64 in division 2 to put him three shots clear of second placed Ian 
Hollands with Derek Osborn third on 68. Bendell’s score was equalled by Bernard 
Abbott in winning division 3, again with a three shot margin from Roy Tomlins and 
David Dams with Tomlins taking the runners-up spot on countback. Some of the 
Seniors were back in action the following day when they started off the summers series 
of friendly matches with a creditable win over a strong Tiverton team by 4.5 to 2.5.

The next week saw another double header for the Seniors. The friendly team were 
at Bristol and Clifton and lost only one match in beating their hosts 5-2. Meanwhile 
at Wedmore the rest of the section played a Texas Scramble. As usual in this format 
there was some very low scoring. Best of the lot was the three man team of Daryl 
Cornelius, Graham Hayes and Chris Adams. Their score of 57 put them two ahead 
of runners-up Brian Webber, Barrie Gardiner , Peter Spinks and Bernard Abbott 
with third placed Mike Smith, Terry Simpson, Dennis Howard and Barry Stone a 
further shot behind.

The weekend competitions managed to get in both a medal and a Stableford. The 
Club Stableford mainly got round in the dry but a stiff wind and wet conditions under 
foot made play tricky. None of this worried John Russell whose score of 42 points 
represents a score of one over gross. This won him division 1 by four points from Bill 
Lander who beat Mark Cornish on countback. Best score of the day came in division 
2 with Steve Cainey totalling 43 points, putting him two clear of Daniel Kirk with 
Chris Norris a further point back in third. Keith Thomas reached 40 points in winning 
division 3, just a point clear of Ewan Newman with Liam Cann in third place. In the 
Ladies, young Harriett Lockley continues to impress, scoring 36 points to win ahead 

Winners of the Childline Charity Competition receiving their prizes from organiser Sue Tarry 
accompanied by Ladies’ Captain Ann Adams and Seniors’ Captain Jim Crick



28 May 2015

of Gill Jones whose 31 points was a very fine performance following her long lay-off 
after surgery on her shoulder.

With many men away in Cornwall for the weekend there was a reduced field for 
the monthly medal but still some excellent scores. Mark Hayes–Williams won division 
1 with a level par gross 70 for net 64. This put him four ahead of James Brooking-
Clark with Pip Nicholls a shot back in third. Best score of the day was in division 2, 
won by the every improving Sean Gray with a net 63. Glen Vearncombe beat David 
Myers on countback for second place after both scored 67. There was a three way 
tie in division 3 with countback giving first place to Stephen Young from Jay James 
and Greg Speller after all scored 67. Hannah Abraham led the ladies with 68 ahead 
of Claire Biggs on 71 with Harriet Lockley third with 73.

Tony Biggs

Wedmore Tennis Club
League Laurels

With two teams finishing the 
season as division winners and 
two as runners up, 2014-15 
has been the most successful 
winter yet.

The A team, captained by Ines, won all ten 
of their matches and finished top of division 
1. The redoubtable squad of regular players, 
Ines, Clare, Ben and Sam, supplemented by 
Annabel, Nicky, John Cooksley, Matt and 
Chris, maintained a commanding position in 
the table throughout the season.

The B team, also overall winners, have 
been promoted further to their domination of 
division 3. Nicky, together with Chris, Liz and Steve, and supported by Clare, Shirley, 
Shuna, Tony and Baz won nine of their matches and rounded off the season with a 
resounding 10 0 win against Bridgwater B.

The final matches were more stressful for the C and D teams, who weren’t assured 
of their promotions until the end of the season. A determined C team, made up of 
Captain Tony (who had promised to fall on his racquet if they weren’t successful), 
together with Baz, Mark, Jo, Olivia and Tess and assisted by Clare and Rob will be 
elevated to division 3 next season.
The D team also managed to earn sufficient points in their final match against Wells 
B to be promoted to division five. Dave Evans’ team of David Bennett, John Gould, 
Sandra, Charlotte, Lucy, Rosie and Shirley played steadily throughout the winter 
to achieve five impressive wins, and also, importantly, collected points from every 
meeting.

The Vets A team finished mid table following a final match of the season win for 
Shirley, Jo, Clive and John against Clevedon A. The B team struggled in their division 

Some of the B team players - from the 
left, Steve, Nicky, Chris and Shirley
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this winter and, despite their final match, in which valiant Val (who played six sets), 
Irene, Bill Haley and David Walker overcame Avenue 9 3, they finished bottom of 
the division.

AGM News
In addition to the success of the winter teams, the expansion of the coaching 
programme and 75% increase in junior membership, members may also be cheered 
by the announcement of the imminent relocation to five pristine courts and a splendid 
clubhouse.

Wedmore has several times recently topped the league of competing juniors and 
will be entering additional teams in junior competitions this year. Sportswear, bearing 
the new club logo, will also be available soon for members to purchase.

New Members
New members are always welcomed. Do visit the new facilities or contact John 
Cooksley to find out more about coaching and fitness courses. Membership application 
forms may be downloaded from the club website, www.wedmoretennis.co.uk.

Sarah Cunningham

Thank you
May I take this opportunity to thank my five other team captains for their superb 
contribution to a more than successful winter season, Ines Beeson for taking 
Wedmore to the league championship for the first time since the 1980’s, Nicky 
Attwood for guiding her team to the 3rd division title, David Evans helping his 
team to a hard fought promotion from division 6 and my team for carrying an 
old man in yours truly to promotion from division 4. Thanks also to John Gould 
and Alison Campion for their good work with the Veterans teams . Well done all! 
Finally a personal vote of thanks to Sarah Cunningham for all her editorial copy and 
untiring work for the club.

Tony Pearman, Ladies Captain

C team players, Tony, Mark and Baz C team players, Jo, Tess and Olivia

http://www.wedmoretennis.co.uk
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Wedmore Bowls Club

Bowls for the Young and Young at Heart
At Wedmore Bowls Club we have some of the best bowling facilities 
in Somerset, and we want to invite as many people as possible to come 
and see what is on offer. We have both indoor and outdoor bowling, so that the sport 
can be enjoyed all the year round, by people of all ages and abilities. You do not need 
any equipment or special clothing to get started as we can provide all the essentials 
on the day, but suggest that you may wish to bring a pair of sports trainers to wear. 
Bowling is fun, a good form of exercise and a means of meeting new people, which 
makes it healthy for the body and the mind. Contrary to popular belief bowling is a 
sport for the young, as well as the young at heart, and is unique in that it can be played 
by all ages at a competitive level, or just for fun, to suit all abilities. It is worth noting 
that the world’s best bowlers are under 40 and Somerset County Bowls Association 
has a strong Under 25’s teams. 
There will be free light refreshments available on the day, and the bar will be open for 
normal business. The club, which is situated at the Wedmore Playing Fields (on the 
B3139 road to Blackford and Mark) will be open from 10.00am to 5.00pm on Sunday 
17 May with friendly people on hand to show you around and help you ‘Have a Go’. 
So please feel free to turn up at any time. If you cannot make the open day we can 
still arrange individual tours / bowling experiences at a time to suit you so please go 
to our Web Site www. isleofwedmorebowls.co.uk for contact details.

Dave Nicholls

Church News
Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Rita Murkin previously of Cocklake who died on 22 March aged 80 and whose 
funeral took place at St Mary’s on Wednesday 1 April.

Church Events
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Wednesday 13 May, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer pilgrimage’, 
cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the Benefice of the 
Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various points and praying for 
the particular communities. Details of timings can be found in the churches and you 
are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

http://isleofwedmorebowls.co.uk/
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Timings of the route are as follows:
10.30 am  Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer Clive Weare House
11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30 am  Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm
11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand  Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
1.00 pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
1.10 pm Theale Christchurch
1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Messy Church - Saturday 2 May 3.00pm to 5.00pm at St Mary’s
• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity 

and to give people a chance to play together.
• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating together
• is returning to the Isle of Wedmore on Saturday 2 May, 3.00pm to 5.00pm in 

St Mary’s Church
The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around a 
particular theme, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the family, whether 
or not you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and invitations later 
in the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know more or look at 
www.messychurch.org.uk.

New Curate
On Sunday 5 July, we will have the opportunity to welcome Joy Hawes to our local area 
as she becomes assistant curate to the Anglican churches on The Isle of Wedmore, 
following her ordination in Wells cathedral.

Joy will be with us for three years or so on a part time basis as she will continue 
in her job as chaplain at Wells Blue School.

We look forward to welcoming Joy and her family at a special service in St Mary’s 
Wedmore in the evening of 5 July.

Parish Walk
Sunday 10 May is Rogation Sunday when churches traditionally pray for a good 
growing season and harvest. Also in days gone by the parish boundaries would be 
checked and maintained with people walking around the boundaries of the parish 
in a ceremony called ‘Beating the Bounds’. Walking around the whole of the Isle of 
Wedmore would take quite a time these days but the churches are planning a walk to 
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take in Holy Trinity Blackford, Allerton Church, St Mary’s Wedmore and Christchurch, 
Theale. Look out for further details in our churches soon but the intention is to begin 
with Sunday Breakfast in Blackford Village Hall at 9.00 am and hold a short service 
in each of the other churches. People will be welcome to walk the whole distance or 
just one or more of the legs or just meet us at one or more of the churches. All are 
welcome to take part whether you normally go to church or not and dogs are also 
very welcome to join us.

Ascension Day
On Thursday 14 May St Mary’s will be hosting a special service to mark the Feast of 
Ascension Day when we remember Jesus’ time on earth coming to an end. People 
from churches in the local area will be bringing picnics to enjoy in the churchyard 
from 6.00pm with a special sung communion being celebrated at 7.00pm. All are 
welcome to join us.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am

Sunday 3 Easter 5 10.30am Parish Communion
    6.00pm Start the Week
Sunday 10 Easter 6/Rogation   No Service
Thursday  14 Ascension Day  7.00pm Festival Communion
Sunday 17 Easter 7  8.00am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30am Family Service and Baptism
Sunday 24 Pentecost 10.30am Parish Communion
Sunday  31 Trinity Sunday  No Service
Junior Church welcomes children aged 4 to11 on the fourth Sunday of each month, while 
a supervised crèche for pre-school children runs on special occasions.

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 Easter 5 9.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Easter 6/Rogation 9.00am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 17 Easter 7  6.00pm Youth Service
Sunday 24 Pentecost 9.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 31 Trinity Sunday 9.00am Patronal Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Easter 5 11.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Easter 6/Rogation  No Service
Sunday 17 Easter 7 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  24 Pentecost 11.00 am Pentecost Praise
Sunday 31 Trinity Sunday  No Service
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Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Easter 5 9.00am Family Service
Sunday 10 Easter 6/Rogation  No Service
Sunday 17 Easter 7 9.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Pentecost 9.00am Youth Communion
Sunday  31 Trinity Sunday  No Service
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Sundays  10.30am Morning Service (groups for 3 to 15’s).
Wednesdays  10.00am to 12.00 noon ‘Coffee With a View’ (no charge). 
Morning coffee and cake. Good parking and wheelchair access, everyone is welcome. 
We have a wonderful view with a lovely coffee area from which to enjoy it.
We have various groups, Bible studies and youth clubs which we’d love to tell you about. For 
details, please ring us on 710779, 712812 or 713267, or email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk 
or visit our website www.bagleybaptist.co.uk.

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for May

Sunday  3  10.30am  Eric Small
Sunday  10  10.30am  Revd Carol Chaplin Holy Communion
Sunday  17  10.30am Glyn Davies Family Service
Sunday  24  10.30am Ray Head
Sunday  31  10.30am Janet Day

Crickham Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am Sunday School
  6.30pm Evening Service
Every fortnight 2.30pm Prayer meeting 
Contact Dulcie Hooper on 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Thursday  

10.00am Mass
Friday and  
Saturday  

9.30am Mass

Saturday  10.00am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sundays  9.00am Mass
Contact Father Philip Thomas on 742564.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays  . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times.

These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are dedicated 
to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Extended hours surgeries are held

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30pm to 8.00pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00am to 8.00am
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 8.00am to 9.30am
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of doctors.

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell 
for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre booked appointments. 
Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is open to all and travels to 
Taunton on a Tuesday, Bridgwater on a Wednesday, Weston-
super-Mare on a Thursday and Street on a Friday each week. 
The bus collects and drops you to a convenient point as near to your address as 
possible and if eligible an example fare is £3.80 adult return to Weston-super-Mare 
(each destination varies slightly in price).
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To book a ride please ring the relevant controller between 6pm and 6.30pm the 
night before your journey.

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Pam Meadows 712143
Controller Street Rosy Brooks 713697

The bus is available for private hire at all other times and can be booked through 
Rachel Bennett, telephone 712426, email Rachbennett1@hotmail.co.uk.

Mobile Library
Each service passes through the area every four weeks and stops at the 
following places and times:

Westham
Westham

West Ham Farm
Elm Tree Farm

Thursday 21 May 2.15pm to 2.25pm
2.30pm to 2.40pm

Heath House Ash hurst Thursday 21 May 1.50pm to 2.10pm

Stone Allerton
Chapel Allerton

Old Post Office
May Tree Farm 
(Old PO)

Thursday 21 May 11.50am to 12.10pm
12.15pm to 12.40pm

Bagley
Wedmore

Cocklake

Honeycombe
Dando’s Lane
Little Owls
Village Car Park
Lane End Farm

Thursday 7 May 10.20am to 10.40am
10.50am to 11.35am
11.45am to 12.00pm
12.05pm to 12.35pm
12.45pm to 1.00pm

Climatology
Sunrise/Sunset for Wedmore
At last the days are getting longer! Here, to prove it is a list of days throughout the 
month with sunrise and sunset times… remarkably we will have almost 1½ more hours 
daylight at the end of May than at the beginning.

Day Sunrise Sunset Daylight Hours
May 1 05:45 20:33 14 h, 48 min
May 5 05:38 20:39 15 h, 1 min
May 10 05:29 20:47 15 h, 18 min
May 15 05:21 20:55 15 h, 34 min
May 20 05:14 21:02 15 h, 48 min
May 25 05:08 21:09 16 h, 1 min
May 31 05:02 21:16 16 h, 14 min
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Somerset Waste Partnership,  
May Collections

Thursday  7 May Recycling and waste
Wednesday 13 May Recycling and green garden waste
Wednesday 20 May Recycling and waste
Thursday 28 May Recycling and green garden waste

Use brown food waste boxes for all cooked and raw food, including:

• Fruit and vegetables
• Meat and fish
• Cheese and egg shells
• Bread, pasta, cereal
• Tea bags and coffee grounds

Use green recycling boxes for:

• Paper including: newspapers, magazines, leaflets, printed paper, white 
envelopes and telephone directories

• Glass bottles and jars
• Aluminium foil (clean, not paper or plastic backed)
• Clothes – bagged to keep dry
• Shoes – tied in pairs and bagged
• Car batteries
• Note - Please do not put clothes or shoes out on wet days.

Use black recycling boxes for:

• Food and drinks cans
• Plastic bottles only (no tops)
• Cardboard (flattened) – clean packaging card, corrugated card and greetings 

cards
• Brown envelopes

Please do not put out:

• Drink cartons or Tetra Pak
• Broken glass, Pyrex, window glass, tableware, light bulbs
• Plastic pots, tubs or film
• Plastic bottles used for engine oil and garden or DIY chemicals
• Household batteries
• Business waste for recycling
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