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Editorial
Welcome to the May Edition, number 473.

Well, what a month we have in prospect with the first major headline event of the 
year, the Wedmore Arts Festival taking place and the excellent organisers have put 
together such a diverse programme for us. As someone of a certain age who used to 
watch Test Match Cricket on BBC Television with the sound fully down whilst listening 
to commentary from Radio 4 ‘Test Match Special,’ with all of the great characters that 
involved over the years; Johnners, Blowers, Aggers and Tuffers to name but a few, I am 
particularly hoping to go and hear Blowers (Henry Blofeld for those who don’t speak 
cricket), talk on the Friday. He is equally as legendary as any of the great players or 
many outstanding moments he has broadcast upon.

So what else is happening here in May? Thank you for asking. Well, in a nutshell: please 
go and vote on the Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan at the Swan on Thursday 2; we have an 
Antiques Fair on Saturday 4, the Church Tower is open on the first Bank Holiday Monday 
6 and the Farmers’ Market takes place on Saturday 11. That apart, we have the usual array 
of coffee mornings, outings, working parties, meetings and talks, so please go and join in. 

Lastly, I would like to wish Frank and Debbie a long and happy retirement from the 
New Inn and offer hearty congratulations to David Ewens on completing the Fingerpost 
Project, a great enhancement to our wonderful village. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition and happy reading.
Bill
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Front Cover
Sue Hughes went for a walk with her dog Daisy on the Isle of Wedmore golf course, 
where she took this charming, spring photo.

News
Parish Council Business
The March meeting was very busy with a presentation by Mike Gelder from St Mary’s 
Church advising members of the proposed re-ordering of the church seating and other 
associated works, all of which would be considered by the PCC. Another presentation 
was given by Ben Stevens from Gigaclear who are carrying out fibre optic cable laying 
throughout the parish. Members agreed to fund some tree cutting and hedge clearance 
at Blackford play area. This would improve visibility into the play area and also lower 
the risk of branches becoming entangled in overhead phone cables.

Henry Butt Trophy
This year five suggested recipients of the award had been submitted by Councillors 
and members of the local community. Following a secret ballot among the Council 
members, David Ewens was unanimously selected as this year’s recipient of the Trophy. 
Many of you will know that David was the sole instigator of the ‘Fingerpost Appeal’ 
and single-handedly raised almost £10,500 towards the project from local residents 
and businesses.

Annual Parish Assembly
This meeting was held at the end of April and was well attended. As well as the 
presentation of the Henry Butt Trophy, Rev. Richard Neil presented awards on behalf 
of the Hervey Trust to Finlay Oliver and Mason Warboys. The meeting concluded with 
an interesting presentation by Dr Denis Briaris on his passive housing project.

Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS284EA, 
Tel 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Church Tower Open Day – Monday Bank Holiday 6 May 
The best view in Somerset! Tours start from 10am. £6.00 per person (including tea and 
cakes!)  For  information and reservat ions  contact  01934 712877 or 
richardghall2016@gmail.com. Climbers must be aged 8 and over. 13 and under to be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.

Wedmore Arts Festival, 10 – 18 May, Programme Changes
Since the Festival’s announcement in the April issue of the 
Wedmore News, two exciting but very different new names have 
been added to the programme. The first was popular stand-up 
comic Simon Evans who reduced to tears of laughter a sell-out 
audience in the Village Hall in 2017. Apparently Simon was 
particularly keen to return to Wedmore to share his Genius: 2.0 
thoughts with us. He loved what he saw of the village first time round…

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:richardghall2016@gmail.com
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The second addition to the line-up is the hugely talented Gabrielle Blackman, best 
known for her creative flair on BBC TV’s DIY SOS, but equally sought after as a writer 
and expert on all elements of interior design. She will share her tips and suggestions, 
plus undoubtedly some anecdotes about her DIY adventures in front of the camera.

The other change to the Festival is that sadly Charles Dance is no longer able to 
be here owing to filming commitments in Malaysia. He has sent his apologies and best 
wishes for a successful Festival, and with the variety and talent that we have on offer 
during May, we are confident that it will be!

Our eye-catching brochure is now widely available and has full details of all the 
events happening during an action-packed week: 

• Friday 10 May at 12 noon – James Rippingale (Classical Guitar Recital) 
• Friday 10 May at 8 pm – Comedy Evening with Simon Evans
• Saturday 11 May at 12 noon – Lunchtime talk with Gabrielle Blackman
• Saturday 11 May at 7.30 pm – The Somerset Choral Society with young violinist 

Poppy McGhee
• Sunday 12 May at 7.30 pm – Richard Shelton (Sinatra and Me)
• Monday 13 May at 7.30 pm – Mike Dilger (The Trials and Tribulations of a 

Natural History Presenter) 
• Tuesday 14 May at 12 noon – Jeremy Cole (Organ Recital)
• Tuesday 14 May at 7.30 pm – Anita Harris (An evening of song, chat and humour)
• Wednesday 15 May at 12 noon – Kate Adie (Our Foreign Correspondent)
• Wednesday 15 May at 7.30 pm – Liz Grand (in Where is Mrs Christie?) 
• Thursday 16 May at 7 pm – A Literary Evening (The Writing Life with local 

authors Emma Craigie, Peter Hamilton and Phyllida Shaw)
• Friday 17 May at 12 noon – Retired DCI Trevor Bowles (On the Art of Detective 

Work) 
• Friday 17 May at 7.30 pm – Henry Blofeld (78 Retired) 
• Saturday 18 May at 11 am and 12 noon – Tallulah Swirls Puppet Theatre with a 

special event for children: The Fisherman and The Genie.
• Saturday 18 May at 7.30 pm – The Dave Hankin Big Band (The Magic of Glenn 

Miller)

Full details are on the website and in our distinctive Festival brochures. Tickets are on 
sale in The Village Store or from the website www.wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Wedmore Tuesday Club
We need volunteers. Are you available to give up a small amount of your time on a 
Tuesday to transport our members to and from Wedmore Village Hall? We are looking 
for drivers that are available to pick up and drop off our members at approximately 
10.30 am and again at 2.30 pm.

If you are able to help, please contact Angela Mills on 07957 834250.
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Somerset Choral Society Concert at Wedmore Arts Festival – 
Saturday 11 May 2019
The Somerset Choral Society are delighted to be part of the 2019 
Wedmore Arts Festival and will present a programme of ‘Music for 
a Summer Evening’ in conjunction with the talented young local 
violinist Poppy McGhee at St Mary’s Church in Wedmore at 7.30 
pm. The Choir’s Festival programme will feature Vaughan-Williams ‘Five Mystical Songs’ 
plus choral favourites by Brahms and Fauré all conducted by their Musical Director 
Edward Goater, with Craig Bissex (baritone), Alison Blundell (piano), and the Somerset 
Choral Society Players. Poppy will play works for violin and piano by Prokofiev, Elgar 
and Brahms, accompanied by Matthew Redman (piano). Doors will open at 6.45pm and 
there will be a bar open before the concert and during the interval. Tickets, priced £12.00 
(under 18s, £6.00) are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/wedmoreartsfestival or 
Wedmore Village Store. Tickets priced £12.00 will be available on the door subject to 
availability. Further information may be found at www.somersetsingers.wordpress.com”

Landlord Rings Time and Retires
Frank Sparks and Debbie Noon have retired from 
the New Inn, Wedmore after their 10-year tenancy.

Locals gathered at the pub on Saturday evening 
to present Frank and Debbie with a book on small 
villages of Italy and 450 Euros. The couple plan 
to tour Italy this summer before trips to Sri Lanka 
and the USA.

The pub is home to five skittle teams and two 
darts teams. It is also used regularly by the Tennis, 
Cricket and Football Clubs. It has a large Rugby 
following, has been in Camra Good Beer Guide 
since 2010 and is the current home of the world 
famous Turnip Prize.

The New Inn has been an Ale / Cider House 
since the late 1790s.

Wedmore Community Bus
We are looking for a few volunteers to come forward to drive 
the bus and / or act as controllers for the four set destinations 
we travel to each week. The work is not arduous and provides 
a valuable service to everyone in the Parish, especially to those 
who can no longer drive or feel safe to do so. If you can give up 
some time in support, please contact Mike Bewick on 07794 781975

The Wedmore Street Fair
The Wedmore Street Fair will again be held in The Borough, Wedmore on Saturday 6 
July 2019. The theme for this year’s event will be announced in due course. The relevant 
booking form is available at the back of this edition.

http://www.somersetsingers.wordpress.com/
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The Fingerpost Appeal
The two remaining fingerposts are still awaiting new blades for completion. These are 
at Rughill and Stoughton / Ashton junction. The Parish Council have also agreed for 
the renovation of the fingerpost at Panborough / Godney. Many other parishes are now 
renovating their fingerposts which has put big pressure on the foundry in Chard... a 
time-consuming procedure. South-West Heritage have just confirmed that in the coming 
weeks they will renovate the fingerpost in the West End. The fingerpost at Sand will 
be renovated as well, but is more complicated as new patterns have to be made. The 
blades are of a different shape/design. We still welcome further donations to help with 
the conclusion of the project. Thank you.

David Ewens

Clash of the Choirs VI
Another great evening of fun and singing at St. Mary’s Wedmore brought together 190 
singers from 10 different groups and choirs, a completely arbitrary ‘Clapometer’ and 
an audience of 200. 
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A huge thank you from The Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore to the singers, musical 
directors and accompanists of The Blackford Singers, Glastonbury Male Voice Choir, 
Cheddar First School Singers, The Axbridge Singers, Wedmore First School Academy 
Ukuele Singers, The Blue-Belles, Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society, Street Men’s 
Choir, Cheddar Valley Adult Voices and The Tally-Ho Trio.

See you all next March for The Clash of the Choirs VII.
David Hopkins 
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On 12 and 13 July You Can Come to Greece with WO!
Wedmore Opera are delighted to announce that this summer’s production 
will be A Passport to Greece. No visa required!

The event will take place on 12 and 13 July 2019 and will provide some 
exciting musical and operatic items with a distinctly Greek flavour. Local 
chef Nick Armitage will also be donning his Aegean apron and offering the audience 
a chance to sample some deliciously different dishes designed to conjure up memories 
of sun-soaked holidays and sparkling turquoise seas. 

And if all that isn’t enough to whet your appetite, there will also be a taster of the 
Opera’s 2020 production of Gluck’s Orfeo ed Euridice 

Look out for more information in June’s issue, and on our website. And make sure 
you put the dates in your diary now!

www.wedmoreopera.com

The 2019 Wedmore Harvest Home Business Directory
The 2019 Directory is now being prepped! If you would like to advertise 
your business with us please get in contact with Sarah Weare (07884017560). 

All adverts will be printed in FULL colour. 1000 directories will be 
printed. These will be given out during July into local businesses and on 
our event day in August. There are four sizes to choose from, with four prices to suit all 
different businesses. (£25, £50, £100 or £200 per advert.) Contact us today! 

Art Exhibition: Wedmore Arts Festival 2019
As part of the Wedmore Arts Festival, 11 – 18 May, there will again be an Art Exhibition. 
Together with Heath House Art Group, ‘>threads’ – a textiles group, Wedmore Paper 
Art Group, Wedmore Art Group, and Wedmore First School Academy’s Year 4 class, 
there will be individual artists including a photographer exhibiting their work.

The exhibition organisers would like to invite any further interested local amateur 
artists to exhibit with them and, if interested, to contact Heath House Art Group (Jackie 
Hall 01934 712877 or jacquelinhall@tiscali.co.uk).

The Wedmore 40 / 30 Cycle Ride – Sunday 16 June
The Wedmore 40 / 30 returns after a great inaugural event last year. Once 
again riders can choose from a selection of four routes: 12, 30, 40 and 70 miles.

The 12-mile route is a fun ride, the 30-mile cycle is a short ride across the 
Somerset Levels and the 40-mile route is a hilly cycle across the Mendips. 
And for a bigger challenge, cyclists can embark on the 70-mile route which incorporates 
both the Mendips and the Levels.

As the event is being held on Father’s Day, Sunday 16 June, there is a special opportunity 
this year for any children aged 16 and under to register and cycle for free, as long as they 
are accompanied by an adult family member. 

All routes start from Wedmore Playing Fields. This year the organisers are pleased to 
be supported by Tout’s Budgens who will be providing the majority of the catering. 

The event will raise money for Weston Hospicecare and Friends of St Mary’s Church, 
Wedmore.

To register go to www.tiny.cc/wedmore4030

mailto:jacquelinhall@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.tiny.cc/wedmore4030
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Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and in 
agreement with Wedmore Parish Council, here is this month’s topical 
tip relating to our health and wellbeing. We hope these will inspire us 
to live life to the full! 

How healthy do you feel?
When we are greeted by people, we are 
often asked ‘How are you?’ Unless the 
question is asked by someone who wants 
an honest answer, eg GP or nurse, we 
often say something like ‘Fine, thank 
you!’ If you would like to find out a bit 
more of an indication about how healthy 
you are, go to this website www.healthysomerset.co.uk and take 
the One You quiz. Here you will find helpful information and 
advice about many aspects of keeping as healthy as possible. 
And for an even more systematic assessment, particularly of 

your circulatory and vascular health, you may be eligible for a FREE NHS Health check. 
For more information go to www.somersethealthchecks.co.uk. For simplicity, you can 
even book your health check at a nearby location on this website. 

Axbridge and Wedmore Community Health Team

The Tea Set
The Tea Set was started at the end of 2016, so is now in its third year. We meet in the 
Lady Chapel at St Mary’s Church on the second Friday of every month from 3 – 4.30 
pm for tea, cake and informal chat. 

The idea is for people living alone to have an afternoon of company with like-minded 
folk. People make donations if they wish and we have been able to contribute to the church 
heating bill each year and fund a lunch in November which has been enjoyed by all. 

Anyone from the community is welcome to come along. Transport can be arranged. 
Further details can be obtained from Heather Banwell, 01934 712216. 

Wedmore Methodist Church Annual Flower Festival – Friday 26 and 
Saturday 27 July
The theme for this year’s Flower Festival is ‘Somerset Villages.’ The Festival will run 
over two days, Friday and Saturday 26 and 27 July, from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm. There is 
no charge for entrance to the Flower Festival but donations can be given for the upkeep 
of the church. There will also be arts and crafts stalls in the schoolroom. Coffee and 
cakes will be served in the morning, soup and roll at lunch time and cream teas in the 
afternoon. Everyone welcome and we look forward to seeing you at this yearly event.

Blackford Village Hall
Blackford Village Hall, which has excellent facilities and parking available, has some current 
capacity for new bookings on Thursday and Friday evenings, and some mornings and early 
afternoons. Booking enquiries can be made to Mrs Margaret Tinney on 01934 712324.

http://www.healthysomerset.co.uk
http://www.somersethealthchecks.co.uk
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Charity Golf Day in Support of The Samaritans – Friday 6 
September 2019
Advance Notice
Although this year’s Samaritans’ Charity Golf Day at the Isle of 
Wedmore Golf Club is still some way off, we thought there is no time 
like the present to give all golfers the date for their diaries now.

Samaritans is a charitable organisation that provides confidential emotional support for 
people who are experiencing feelings of distress or despair, including those which may lead to 
suicide. This event has, on two previous occasions over the last four years, raised significant 
sums towards the running of the Weston-super-Mare and N.Somerset Samaritans Branch 
which is run entirely by unpaid volunteers and without any financial assistance. Our branch 
has annual costs of circa £30,000 pa, all of which we have to raise. We are so grateful for the 
generosity of those who support us by taking part in fundraising events and for donations 
from local groups and charities.

The competition will, as usual, be based on teams of four, playing a 4-ball Bowmaker 
format with the two best Stableford scores to count on each hole. Team entry fee (same 
as for 2017) £140 with a £10 pp reduction for members of Wedmore GC. 

We do hope that those of you who have supported this event previously will do so 
again and, of course, we would welcome anyone wanting to participate for the first time. 
It is a great event for such a worthwhile cause. 

For more information and entry forms, please contact any of the following: David 
& Holly 01934 713392 or email: davidwdcole@gmail.com; Andrew 01934 712642 or 
email: andymidge1@aol.com ; Shirley 01934 713214 or email: shirlsturner@yahoo.co.uk 
or Sarah 01934 712003 or email: sarahmathews5@me.com

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and 
their Carers 
The forthcoming dates are: 13 May, 3 and 17 June.

Stella Moore  
Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282

The Farming Community Network (FCN) 
It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN Helpline; 03000 
111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK 

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
After almost three years work on the Neighbourhood Plan the decision 
day for your vote is 2 May 2019. The Neighbourhood Plan Group  
wishes to thank the many residents who took part in the various 
consultations and for their positive support for the Plan as it evolved 

over time. A majority vote of ‘yes’ will lead to the Neighbourhood Plan being ‘made’.

What does this mean? 
• The Neighbourhood Plan has statutory force in law and Sedgemoor Council will 

have to have regard to it when dealing with planning applications in the Parish. 

mailto:davidwdcole@gmail.com
mailto:andymidge1@aol.com
mailto:shirlsturner@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sarahmathews5@me.com
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For every square metre of housing built, the Parish Council will get £20 to spend 
on local priorities. This amounts to between £1,000 and £2,400 per new house.

• The priority schemes are set out in the Neighbourhood Plan and have come 
forward through consultation with local people. They include transport safety 
improvements, a school crossing outside the Middle School, a footpath along 
the whole of Pilcorn Street and a footpath / cycleway from Wedmore to Hugh 
Sexey’s School.

• The Neighbourhood Plan contains a commitment to Wedmore becoming a zero 
carbon community. The Neighbourhood Plan as submitted, the Examiners Report 
and the Sedgemoor Decisions Statement can be seen : 
- on the website (www.wedmore.online) 
- at the Parish Council offices (Tuesday to Thursday 9.00 am to 12.00 noon) 
- on 2 May during polling hours at The Swan. 

• This is your opportunity to vote on a plan that reflects your views.

Please use your vote!
Bob Sellwood 

Chairman of the Neighbourhood, Plan Group

Charity Georgian Supper
Glenise Bunn and Maggie Steel held a 
Georgian Supper Party with recipes sourced 
from Hannah Glasse, who became the 
Domestic Goddess of the 18th Century when 
she wrote her bestselling cookery book in 
1747. The supper was held at Maggie and 
Chris Steel’s Georgian house in Wedmore 
and the guests entered enthusiastically into 
the spirit of the evening by wearing Georgian 
Dress.

There was, however, a serious side to 
the event as both Glenise and Maggie have 
a grandchild born with Downs Syndrome 
and the supper was held to raise money for 
Ups and Downs South West; a charity which 
gives much needed support to families who 
have a child with the condition. During the 
evening Glen and Maggie spoke movingly 
about their grandchildren. They spoke of the joy they bring but the many challenges they 
face, plus the feelings of isolation and fearfulness parents may experience in bringing 
up a child with complex health needs and learning difficulties.

With Gift Aid the evening raised £1757, and Glen and Maggie would like to thank 
their guests for their extraordinary generosity. They would also like to thank Wedmore 
Village Store, Essence Beauty and The Little Grey Rabbit for kindly donating raffle 
prizes.

From left to right: Glenise Bunn, Maggie 
Steel and Amanda Wilby
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Participants in Georgian costumes
Maggie Steel

Easy Access Letter Boxes
Have you considered putting a letter-box near your gate to help out postmen / ladies. 
Having delivered the Wedmore Arts Festival programmes, I know how much it would 
be appreciated, especially if you have steps or a long drive?

Suzanne Metters

Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club Skittle League – Final League 
Table and Cup Winners for the 2018/19 Season

Team Pin Difference Points 

New Inn 550 32

Blackford 191 26

Nyland 145 24

Tilham 163 22

Cocklake 81 22

Crickham -134 16

Sand -85 14

Westend -161 12

Theale -323 8

Wedmore -417 4

Mendip Rotary Supports Projects in Axbridge and Wedmore
Adam Travis, president of the Rotary Club of Mendip, presented cheques on behalf of 
the club to two local organisations recently.

A cheque for £1,500 was presented to 1st Wedmore Scout Group to enable the 
purchase of new camping equipment. Group Scout Leader, Bill Belshaw said, ‘We 
are so grateful to receive this donation which is part of a major fund-raising project to 

League Winners - New Inn

Gundry Cup - Blackford

YFC Cup - Cocklake

YFC Individual - Seamus 39

Ashby Shield - New Inn

Highest Score on away alley 
- Brian Kidd 69

Highest Average on away alley 
- Brian Kidd 55
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replace our ageing tents.’ Bill was accompanied by Scout Leader Mark Darley, and one 
of the young members, Kate, who received the cheque on behalf of the Scout Group.

A cheque for £1,000 was presented to Axbridge Church to help improve disabled 
access to their Church Room.

President Adam Travis hands over a cheque for £1,500 to Kate, a Scout in 1st Wedmore Scout Group

The Rotary movement initiates and supports projects worldwide. Every minute 
of every day Rotarians feed someone, house someone, vaccinate someone, perform 
surgery on someone, comfort someone, provide clean water to someone, explore new 
opportunities for someone. The Rotary Club of Mendip is active in supporting projects 
locally, nationally and internationally. Anyone wishing to find out more about Rotary 
locally should visit the Mendip Rotary Club’s website.

Cheddar Valley Lions Club
Would you like us to bring our coconut shy, pig racing or candy floss machine 
to your fete this summer? Contact information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk 
to book us in.

Axbridge and District Museum – Do you know an 
ammonite from a brachiopod?
The Axbridge and District Museum, in Axbridge Square, is the perfect 
place to find out. Climb the narrow, crooked stairs of medieval King 
John’s Hunting Lodge to the fossil collection – all found locally – and 
imagine yourself in a very distant past. Then test your knowledge in 
a family quiz! Throughout the summer, there are plenty of other 
activities here too for children and young people. 

The Museum is open daily 1 – 4 pm and from 11 am – 4 pm on the first Saturday of 
each month, to coincide with the local Farmers’ Market. Entrance is £2.50, and your 
ticket is valid all season. National Trust members and under-16s visit free of charge. 
www.kingjohnshuntinglodge.co.uk.

IT for the Terrified 
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?

IT for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of two 
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hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and friendly 
way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and 
fully understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to the newcomer. 
We can cover android phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, Windows and Macs.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an appointment 
for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, Church Street, 
Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and cost £10 for a two-hour session, but 
please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any other requirements.

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a answer phone – please leave  a message)

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF 
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch.

A Day in the Life 
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com.

Liz Sweeney

Focus on Businesses
Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill
May I make a heartfelt request for anyone who lives in Wedmore and has 
walls and / or gardens facing onto the roadside. Please would you try to 
keep these weed free, so as not to undermine and, indeed, assist the work 
done by the wonderful Wedmore in Bloom team of volunteers.

Thanking you all in anticipation.
Name and address withheld 

mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Congratulations to the latest two lucky winners. First prize to second time winner Lily, 
c/o Mrs Thelma Jenkin-Jones with ticket 98 and in second place Mrs Sheila Jack with 
ticket 73.

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2019
1st place Gareth Gosling and 2nd place winning £50 Bruce Higham. Congratulations! 

Wedmore Opera Goers Society Outings 
• Thursday 2 May – ‘As You Like It’ in Stratford, tickets from £33
• Thursday 20 June – ‘Hobsons Choice’ (Ballet) at Birmingham 

Hippodrome, tickets £55
• Saturday 22 June - Matthew Bourne’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Cardiff, 

tickets £55 (a completely different take on the story as usual by him). 

Tickets are available from on 712515 and the cost will include the coach.

Ted’s Taters in a Tub competition!
It’s time to start thinking about your potatoes, if you want to enter 
the grand ‘Ted’s Taters in a Tub’ competition at the Theale Flower 
Show this September. This is what you need to do:- 

• Potatoes to be grown in a maximum of 25 litres of soil / 
compost.

• Any variety or number of seed potatoes may be used.
• Changing or replacing the growing medium is not permitted.
• Haulms to be cut.

Then on Show Day, on 7 September there will be The Big Dig at 4.30 pm! 
• Each competitor will be required to turn out the container when asked to do so 

by the judge.
• The judge will weigh the crop of potatoes.
• The prize is for the competitor with the heaviest crop of potatoes in the container.

The prize will be £5.00 and a novelty trophy.
So don’t delay, plan to plant today! There is more information about how to grow 

potatoes successfully in containers on the worldwide web! 
Remember you need to register your entry by 9pm on 5 September 2019. Go to 

www.thealeflowershow.com for details about how to make your entry and about the 
Show. 

Cathy Butterworth, Show Secretary, 
Theale Flower Show, Tel: 01934 806157, cb@theconsultant.org

http://www.thealeflowershow.com
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org


16 May 2019

Club50
Programme of outings:

• 15 May: Brecon Beacons
• 19 June: Cirencester
• 18 September: Stratford-upon-Avon
• 16 October: Royal Mint, Cardiff

All the trips leave Wedmore Car Park on the Cheddar Road at 9.15 am. Return 
5.30 – 6 pm.

The cost per trip is £15 for members and £20 non-members.
Contact Pauline Lunn if you’d like to come on 01934 732517

RNLI – News and Local Rescues in March
There were four launches in March (Minehead - 1 and W-S-M 
– 3). On 21 March, Minehead Atlantic 85 lifeboat was one of 
five lifeboats launched to search for three seamen missing in 
the Bristol Channel returning in thick fog in a RIB from Barry 
Dock to their ship off Minehead. The seamen were found safe on Flat Holm and taken 
ashore by lifeboat.

Wedmore Gardening Club
As those who attended will testify, our March talk on ‘Lilies and Summer 
Flowering Bulbs’ was lovely. I say lovely as the slides of these gorgeous 
flowers, which include muscari, dahlias, tulips, create such beauty in our 
gardens. Don Everitt gave us some history and said there are cave paintings, 
which are 1500 years old, showing lilies. The white lily is associated with 
purity and often depicted with the Virgin Mary.

On Tuesday 23 April Neil Ross gave a talk on ‘Garden Disasters’. As I’ve said before, a 
subject I’m sure we can all relate to! After Neil’s talk, let’s hope this year we can enjoy our 
gardening without the usual disasters and set-backs! 

All Garden Club meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and start at 7.30 pm, with tea / 
coffee and biscuits served after the talk. All members and guests are, as always, most welcome

Looking forward with dates for your diaries:
On Saturday 11 May from 9.30 am - 12.30 pm our annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning 
in the Masonic Hall. Come along to buy your flower and vegetable plants. If you are 
dividing plants we’d be grateful if you’d pot-up spares and sow extra vegetable and 
flower seeds for the sale. Just let us know if you’d like us to collect them.

On Tuesday 28 May Roger Turner will be giving a talk entitled ‘Lust and Loveliness 
in the Garden’. Sounds wonderful but intriguing doesn’t it.

On Tuesday 25 June this year’s coach trip will be to RHS Rosemoor when, among 
other plants, the roses will be at their glorious best. The cost is £18, but as the Club is an 
affiliated member of the RHS, entry is free. The coach leaves the Cheddar Road car park 
at 9.15 am prompt. Please let Andrea West (01934 712161) know if you’d like to join us.

Jean Windridge 
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Report of March Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting
Our March meeting was entitled ‘Catching the Sun’ and was 
introduced by Derek Logan and Vanessa Becker-Hughes. The 
clue about the subject of the talk was in the last word ‘sun’.

The Wedmore Solar Energy Park was commissioned in 
October 2013 and situated off Quab Lane. Wedmore Power 
Cooperative set up the CPL (Community Power Cooperative) and started to look for 
suitable solar panel sites which had to be as near as possible to the National Grid and 
in an aesthetically acceptable site.

Two local farmers showed an interest in renting out a portion of their land and after 
planning permission was granted, leases finalised with the farmers, funding secured and 
a sound business model produced, the CPL then created a share offer document and 
marketed the project. The project cost just over £1 million pounds and the developers 
wanted to achieve an ethical and green investment, community grants and attract local 
investors with a level of investment from £250 - £1000.

The panels were built higher off the ground than normal so grazing for sheep was 
available, thereby cutting out the expense of regular mowing. Even though the panels 
came from Norway local labour was mainly used. The whole project, which is to last for 
27 years, was built in very quick time, all the objectives were achieved and up to date 
£36,000 has been distributed to a number of local causes including our own Wedmore 
Society to help finance our Speakers, for which we are very grateful.

An interesting evening about a very successful local project which is producing good 
dividends for their Investors.

Chris Edwards, Wedmore Society

Green Wedmore News and Updates
Solar Arrays on the Tennis Club and Bowls Club
Green Wedmore are delighted to have assisted both clubs in getting 
their very own solar arrays installed through teaming up with 

Next Energy. Solar 
panels, inverters 
and installation costs were met by the 
supplier who has in this instance gifted 
the two systems helping both clubs to 
reduce their electricity bills and to 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels. Green 
Wedmore looks forward to working 
with both clubs in the future to reduce 

their bills further by looking at innovative battery storage ideas. 
Wedmore as a village is well known for its community renewable energy generation 

and these two most recent installations add to an already impressive renewable energy 
‘solar street’ that falls within the parish. The street starts at Sexey’s School, and extends 
via the newly planted lime avenue to the Bowls Club, Tennis Club, Sports Pavilion, First 
School, Community Solar Paddocks and Wedmore Village Hall.
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Green Wedmore is always interested in talking to people about energy savings 
so please get in touch via the website www.wedmoregreengroup.co.uk or find us on 
Facebook where you will find details about our Zero Carbon Wedmore project. 

Next Meeting
Due to the Bank Holiday, the next meeting will be held on Monday 13 May at 8pm in The 
George. All are welcome to attend to find out more about events and activities. Following 
normal business, there will be a talk by Anthony Lamb at 8.30pm about Extinction 
Rebellion. Find out more about peaceful and imaginative protesting and campaigning 
for action on climate change. Anthony will be talking about the International Rebellion 
Event which took place on 15 April and sharing his experiences.

Wedmore WI
Jill welcomed members to our March meeting and after a small amount 
of business we settled down to the main event. There was no speaker this 
evening, so we had evening of ‘Desert Island Discs.’ Members had brought 
along a CD with music that had a special significance for them.

To start the ball rolling Jill played a piece by Lionel Richie that was 
special to her husband and herself. When her husband returned from long 
periods working away from home, she always made sure that it was playing 
to welcome him home. 

Next Diana told us that her brother was very fond of playing a piano piece by Litolff, 
a scherzo played incredibly fast. Once hearing this on the radio recently remembered it 
and was very pleased when it came as an extra present at Christmas from her husband. 

Val brought along Max Bygraves for us all to sing along with. As a young woman she 
had seen him perform on Blackpool Pier on several occasions.

Jane remembered being on a boat in the Aegean watching Playing around the boat 
while the pop song ‘Rasputin’ was playing on the sound system. A magical experience. 

A change of pace when Sue introduced us to a piece by Ludovic Einandi which was 
very soothing and gentle.

Hazel’s memory was of her pregnancy and having to lie on the floor to combat high 
blood pressure and listening to Jaqueline du Pre playing Elgar’s cello concerto. It turned 
out many years later that her musician brother had accompanied Jaqueline on the clarinet.

Iris remembers going to Evensong in Kings College while visiting her grandson in 
Cambridge. Her daughter bought her the CD to remind her of the occasion. 

Lastly, Margaret remembers her father taking her to catch the coach from Cheddar to 
London on the day she left home for College. The car radio was playing Mozart’s Horn 
Concerto and she associates it with the start of a very happy time training to become 
a Home Economics teacher. Everyone joined in the discussions during the evening. It 
was a relaxed and congenial evening.

Diana Rocky

Isle of Wedmore Probus Club – May 2019 Programme of Talks 
• Wednesday 8 May - Electrical Household Appliances of a Bygone Age – Peter Lamb
• Wednesday 22 May - Hidden Wedmore - Hazel Hudson

We cordially invite retired or semi-retired gentlemen to join our very friendly Society. 
We meet every second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 10.15 am at Wedmore 

http://www.wedmoregreengroup.co.uk/
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Golf Club. Starting with a coffee and chat we then have a talk on a very wide range of 
subjects. We also have visits to a variety of local interests throughout the year some of 
which are not open to the general public.

If you are interested please contact our Hon. Secretary Mr. Ross Young Tel 01934 
710255 or randjyoung@btopenworld.com to make an application.

Wedmore in Bloom
We really hope that you have enjoyed the beautiful display of flowers 
and bulbs around the village this spring and we are now planning new 
plantings for the summer months. The committee and helpers will soon 
be seen busily planting up the 50 tubs and permanent planting areas. 
You may be surprised to know that approximately 4000 plants and bulbs 
are purchased each year and the committee appreciate those helpers who turn up each 
month to assist in keeping every area looking good. However, all this comes at a cost 
and without the help of sponsors it would not be possible to operate and keep up our 
high standards. Whilst we greatly appreciate those that donate each year, some of our 
regular sponsors have ‘moved on’ and we are appealing to residents and businesses to 
consider making a donation to this valuable cause that enhances our beautiful village. 
If you feel you can help, please contact our Funding Secretary. Janet Smith. 6, Gardiners 
Orchard. Tel. 710755.

Cheddar Valley Lions Club
Cheddar Vale Lions Club would like to thank all those who supported 
their Easter Eggs Raffle. 

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre 
Oscar winners and outstanding performances are promised from Cheddar Arts @ Kings 
Theatre’s exciting summer season of films.

It begins on Monday 20 May with Bohemian Rhapsody, a celebration of Queen, 
their music and their talented and charismatic lead singer Freddie Mercury. The film 
won four Oscars at this year’s Academy Awards, including Best Actor for its lead, Rami 
Malek, as Mercury.

On Tuesday 18 June, Oscar nominee and Golden Globe winner Glenn Close stars 
in The Wife as a woman who questions her life choices as she travels to Stockholm with 
her husband, who is set to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature.

The season concludes on Tuesday 16 July with Stan and Ollie, the heart-warming 
story of what would become the great comedy duo’s triumphant farewell variety hall 
tour of Britain and Ireland. Starring Steve Coogan and John C Reilly.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
For queries and help, email. cheddararts@gmail.com 
Payment for the booking system is by credit/debit card only and cash will only be 

accepted for tickets sold on the door.
Copies of the programme are available in local shops, the leisure centre and on the 

organisation’s website – www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts. 
Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between Kings Academy school 

and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio theatre.
For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
mailto:cheddararts@gmail.com
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
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The Friends of St Mary’s
The Friends of St Mary’s are pleased to announce that the lamps at the South and West 
doors to St Mary’s Church in Wedmore have been renovated. The pictures below show 
the before and after effects. The £2,000 cost came from Friends of St Mary’s Funds.

 Before After

Cheddar Valley Young Musicians
Mendip Rotary Club’s annual young musician competition was held recently in the 
Bailey Concert Hall of Sidcot School. Instrumentalists and singers from schools in 
the Cheddar Valley were invited to take part. The competition was judged by local 
professional musicians Barry Rose OBE and David Cheetham.

In the under-15 age group the winner was 10-year old pianist Yuying Fan, a student 
at St Michael’s C of E School in Bristol, who played Sonata in A by Scarlatti, Nocturne 
in B flat by John Field, and Variations on a Theme of Paganini by N Vigodsky. Second 
prize went to flutist Ella Hicks-Hurley, a student at Sidcot School who played Violetta’s 
Aria from La Traviata by Verdi, and Allegro from Locatelli’s Sonata in G minor.

In the over-15 age group the winner was trumpeter Nina Tyrrell, a student at Kings of 
Wessex Academy who played Concert Étude by Goedicke and Polka by Allen Vizzutti. 
Koichiro Fueda from Sidcot School was awarded second prize for his performance of 
two movements from the Sonata in E flat by Saint-Saëns.

There was an additional award for outstanding musical potential made in memory 
of seventeen year-old Catrine Basil an accomplished musician and former student at 
Sidcot School who tragically died following an accident in 2003. This was awarded to 
pianist Hannah Coulton a student at Priory Community School in Worle. Hannah played 
‘Valse Lente’ by Merikanto and Cruella De Vil by Melville Leven.

The judges awarded the cup for the best overall performance to Nina Tyrrell. Nina 
lives in Axbridge and has been learning the trumpet for just under three years. She is 
the leader of Cheddar Valley Brass Band and plays with other local ensembles. She has 
been offered a place from September at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, 
Cardiff, to read music. Nina, Koichiro and Yuying go forward to compete in the Rotary 
District 1200 competition which will be held at Kings of Wessex Academy on Sunday 
24 March at 2 pm, in which the winners from similar events held by other Rotary Clubs 
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across Somerset and parts of Dorset and Wiltshire will be competing. The standard is 
likely to be very high. Entry is free, but donations are invited to defray expenses.

The competition organiser Roger Burdock thanked the adjudicators, the event 
sponsors Berry Redmond Gordon and Penney solicitors, the music teachers at local 
schools, and the governors of Sidcot School for enabling the competition to take place.’

TOP LEFT: Nina Tyrell, winner 
of the over-15 age group, and 
overall winner of the Rotary 
Club of Mendip Young Musician 
Competition

TOP CENTER: Koichiro Fueda, 
runner-up in the over-15 age group

TOP RIGHT: YuYing Fan, winner 
of the under-15 age group

FAR LEFT: Ella Hicks-Hurley, runner-
up in the under-15 age group

LEFT: Hannah Coulton, winner 
of the Cartrine Bassil cup for 
outstanding musical potential

Competitors in the Mendip Rotary Young Musician competition
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Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for May 2019
Dame Edna’s Triumph
Dame Edna’s Big Night Out – this year’s Wedmore Theatre spring comedy revue – broke 
all records by selling out three weeks before its opening, and leaving a long waiting list 
of disappointed would-be audience members who failed to get tickets.

Whilst Dame Edna herself compered the show, erratically helped by fellow-Aussie Sir 
Les Patterson, the theme of ‘Europe’ (an inevitable choice, given that our performance 
dates coincided with the ‘Brexit weekend’ that never was) which ran through the many 
comedy sketches and songs featured a further dozen or so performers, ably backed up 
by several dozen creative designers and backstage crew members without whom – as 
ever – the show could not have gone on.

France was disproportionately represented in two of Monty Python’s medieval 
‘French Taunter’ sketches from The Holy Grail, and Miles Kington’s Franglais sketch 
Dans Le Bistro. Germany made a silly appearance in The Kindergarten, and Belgium’s 
contribution was a Mitchell and Webb send-up of Poirot. Ireland was represented by a 
series of excruciating Irish jokes, expertly helped by Amazon’s coy lady-computer, Alexa. 
An English archetype was provided by Joyce Grenfell’s famous Primary School Teacher, 
and the entire EEC was mercilessly pilloried by a 1986 ‘Yes Minister’ episode.

The audience sat around tables 
drinking throughout the show, 
guaranteeing a good level of jocularity 
throughout; and on the final evening, 
a delicious light supper was served 
after the show, rounding off what had 
been a highly enjoyable and sociable 
evening for all.

Our next event is The Canterbury 
Tales, on Friday 21 June 
A colourful cast of characters set off 
for Canterbury, competing to tell their 
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tales of love, lust, adventure and chivalry. Brimming with verve and energy, Chaucer’s 
well-loved stories are brought beautifully alive by the talented students of the Bristol 
Old Vic Theatre School, who we once again welcome to Wedmore as part of their 2019 
West Country Tour. 

All of medieval life is here, with the wide range of social strata rubbing shoulders as 
the Miller, the Steward and the Wife of Bath (among others) all have their tales to tell. 

Tickets are now on sale at wedmoretheatre.com and at Wedmore Village Store.

Weather Report for March 2019
RAINFALL

 Monthly total 59.7mm (2.35ins)
 30-year average 51.9mm (2.04ins)
 Wettest day (12th) 11.4mm  (0.45ins)
 No of dry days  16
 Last 3 months (Jan - Mar) 136mm (5.37ins)
 Year ending 31 Mar 19  631mm (24.85ins)
 30-year annual average 804mm (31.67ins)

TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (27th, 28th) 14.5 °C (58.1 °F)
 Minimum (26th, 27th) -1 °C (30.2 °F)
 Number of air frosts 2
 Monthly average maximum 11.7 °C (53.1 °F)
 30-year average maximum 11.2 °C (52.2 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  4.1 °C (39.4 °F)
 30-year average minimum 3.2 °C (37.8 °F)

COMMENTS
Most of the rain fell during the first 16 days; followed by a long dry spell.

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse for May
The Blue Flowers in my Garden

The flowers in my garden in May 

Remind me of my wedding day. 

The lovely white tulips 

I carried in my bouquet. 

The forget-me-not posies
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The bridesmaids posed with that day. 

I remember their cornflower blue sashes

And their beautiful big bows on display. 

Sitting with these beautiful May flowers round my feet

I can remember the joy 63 years ago today. 

P.S. Love in the mist was Land’s End in the fog on honeymoon. 
Vera Banwell

Forthcoming Events
Mr Punch’s Folk Club at The Panborough – Friday 3 May
8pm Open Mic. 

St Mary’s Fairtrade Coffee Shop – Saturday 4 May
9.30am to 12 noon. All the usual stalls, Fair Trade coffee shop. 

Wedmore Vintage and Antiques Fairs – Saturday 4 May
In the Borough Yard, 9.30 am until 4 pm.

Cakes and Plants Sale in Chapel Allerton Church – Saturday 4 May 
10 am until 4 pm. Drop in to browse the stalls of delicious cakes, biscuits, preserves 
and other local produce, and the extensive plant sale, including annuals, perennials, 
shrubs and vegetables (in conjunction with the Somerset Wildlife Trust). Stay for a cup 
of coffee, try your luck at the raffle, and give the kids a run out with a mini-scavenger 
hunt in the safety of the churchyard. 

St Mary’s Church Tower Open Day – Monday 6 May 
Tours start at 10 am

The Tea Set – Friday 10 May 
3 to 4.30 pm in the Lady Chapel St Mary’s Church.

Wedmore Arts Festival – 10 to 18 May

Wedmore Garden Club Annual Plant Sale and Coffee 
Morning – Saturday 11 May 
From 9.30 am - 12.30 pm in the Masonic Hall. 

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 11 May 
At the Borough Yard, 9.30 am to 1.30 pm. Any enquiries please contact Mrs Judith 
Gould on 07813 340086. 

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 11 May 
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30 am, all welcome.
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Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 13 May 
At the George. New members are always welcome. 

Club 50 Trip to the Brecon Beacons – Wednesday 15 
May 
Join us on a coach trip to the Brecon Beacons on Wednesday 15 May. The coach leaves 
the Cheddar Road car park at 9.15am. Andrea West 01934 712161

Wedmore WI AGM – Thursday 16 May
The AGM will be followed by a Dutch auction. The competition is ‘A Pretty Jug.’

Wedmore Methodist Church, Coffee for All – Friday 17 May 
In the Methodist Schoolroom commencing at 10.30 am and probably finishing 
around 12 noon. This is a monthly event being held on the third Friday morning of 
each month.

Pop in for a ‘quick cuppa’ or stay for as long as you wish. Complimentary coffee 
or tea and biscuits will be served and if you wish to bring along a craft to do whilst 
chatting, then please feel free to do so.

Your ‘well behaved’ pets are also welcome.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough – Friday 17 May
8 pm, Open Mic, singers.

Theale Community Café – Saturday 18 May
At Theale Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon. You can also collect your 
free fuchsia plug from the Village Hall to grow for the Theale Flower Show.

Wedmore in Bloom Coffee Morning – Saturday 18 May 
To be held in the Masonic Hall. Any offers of plants or cakes would be gratefully 
received. Please contact either Marion Warren-Smith on Tel 712904 or Liz Henderson 
on Tel 713196.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 19 May
‘The Favourite’ starring Olivia Colman, 6.30 for 7 pm tel 713176 / 712144 

Mendip Rotary Club Beer and Curry Evening – Thursday 23 May
7.00 pm at the Wedmore Village Hall. Mendip Rotary Club is pleased to 
host a Beer and Curry Evening with Tom Dunn of Bath Rugby. Come and 
hear Tom talk about life as a professional rugby player and the aspirations 
of Bath Rugby.

Tickets £20 / Person. Rugby raffle / auction in aid of Cancer Research UK
Tickets from:
Chris Steel 07778672700 or chris@mhpuk.co.uk 
Jim Mathers  07786 913507 or jim.mathers@btopenworld.com
Mike Gelder 01934 710573 or mikegelder1000@gmail.com 

Wedmore Gardening Club Talk – Tuesday 28 May 
Roger Turner on ‘Lust and Loveliness in the Garden’ 7.30 pm in the Masonic Hall. 

mailto:chris@mhpuk.co.uk
mailto:jim.mathers@btopenworld.com
mailto:mikegelder1000@gmail.com
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Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 30 May
The May monthly meeting will take place in the Wedmore Masonic 
Hall, at  7.30 pm. The speaker will be Diana Grant and her talk will 
be titled ‘Bumble – Bringing cancer care closer to home.’ The talk 
will be followed by the Society’s Annual General Meeting. Members 
free. Visitors £3, with free tea / coffee and biscuits afterwards. 

Please note there are no meetings June-August and the next meeting will be on 26 
September. Contact: Ian Tomes, 01934 710390.

Wedmore Garden Club Coach Trip to RHS Rosemoor – Tuesday 25 June
The cost is £18, but as the Club is an affiliated member of the RHS entry is free. The 
coach leaves the Cheddar Road car park at 9.15 prompt. Please let Andrea West (01934 
712161) know if you’d like to join us.

Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 6 July

Wedmore Harvest Home – Friday 16 August

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays 
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces are limited so book your free place before the rush! 

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday morning 
between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon come and chat with us over a cup 
of coffee in the Library. For more details search on line, search for 
Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library – 1st and 3rd Fridays
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft and 
Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.00 pm on the first and third Fridays of each month.

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as you 
wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.

For more details contact Cheddar Library.

Inner Wheel Club of Mendip
We are a friendly group of ladies (of varying ages) and meet on the first Tuesday of the 
month at the Cider Shed, Winscombe. 

The aims of the Club are: to promote true friendship; encourage the ideals of personal 
service; and foster international understanding. That all sounds rather serious but I can assure 

mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
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The Crossword: Number 25
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Chaps holding the towels come back for more (7)
5 Obese echo chamber operator held petition at heart (7)
9 Principle before all others when it comes to the plunge (9)
10 Smell of a traveller. A pleasant one (5)
11 Song about sex amateurs (5)
12 Business week, with us missing, produced nothing 

better (4,5)
13 Treedragon doesn’t start tuning a wind instrument (9)
16 Snakes start to brag (5)
17 Is ribbed and shows irritation (5)
18 Big guns are sick in the middle of the highway (9)
20 Manufacturers are saying he disagrees (9)
23 Owen was first to unbolt door of royal household (5)
25 Take hold of measure about coarse finish (5)
26 Characters whom revel adjust worst (9)
27 Top wets come back for a casserole (7)
28 Three girls? (7)

DOWN:

1 Sun’s rays describe church academic (7)
2 Cereal in the Channel Islands entices a little furry 

creature (5)
3 Ladies trouser front or drone’s prospect over Gatwick 

(2,3,4)
4 Self-controlled massage in the bushes (5)
5 Bravo say with eccentric member of the walnut family (9)
6 A hint of punishment (5)
7 Make one exert a not guilty verdict (9)
8 Lavatories in front of film hearing aids (7)
14 Old flame who the French put as excellent (9)
15 Ship that provides the wherewithal to fill Yorkshire (9)
16 Treble construction with low campanile (9)
17 Pages reformed American constellation (7)
19  Detectives double up loading timber (7)
21  Fair Isle episode covered a cure for tiredness (5)
22 Man has spirit about discharge (5)
24 Fifty dirty old men come back to live (5)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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you that we have fun supporting a wide range of local, national and international charities 
and enjoy a varied programme including speakers, visits and social events. 

New members are always welcome – please contact Linda Wright 01934 713226 for any 
further information.

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Annual Plant & 
Garden Jumble Sale – Saturday 4 May 
10 am at the Community Centre, Winscombe. Vast selection of 
greenhouse, vegetable, herbaceous, bedding, geranium and larger 
plants for sale plus a selection of gardening books, tools (garden & workshop), garden 
furniture, tubs and pots and assorted general outdoor items. Real sausage hot dogs, tea, 
coffee and cool drinks will be available. We will collect your spare tools, garden furniture 
and garden jumble so tel: 01934842304 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com.”

Annual May Day Plant Sale, Coffee Morning and Open Garden – 
Bank Holiday Monday 6 May
Proceeds to Cancer Research UK. 

There will be cakes to eat or buy, wood turned and crochet crafts, and at least two 
plant stalls, as well as a Fairtrade stall, a raffle and musical entertainment. 10 am – 12 
noon at Stook House Farm, Littlemoor Road, Mark TA9 4NL. Two miles from Mark 
Church - clearly signed at the bottom of our drive. £2.50 inc coffee and cake. Hope to 
see you there. 

Rotary Club of Mendip – Family Charity Walk in Aid of Cancer 
Research UK – Sunday 12 May 
There are two lovely walks of 3.5 and 7 miles. The start is at Cross Memorial 
Hall 11.00 am to 1:30pm. Cost £7 per adult under 18 free, to include a 
cream tea at the end. 

To register contact Mike Hiles 07771907054 or michael-hiles@hotmail.com

Discover Axbridge – Weekend of 18 / 19 May
The lovely medieval square in Axbridge is not the only evidence of the 
past importance of this small, historic town at the foot of the Mendip 
Hills. Did you know that there was once a bridge here, and where it was? 
And a Port of Axbridge? And that the marks left by the stone masons 
who built the imposing 15th century church of St John the Baptist tell us 
a fascinating story.

Over the weekend of 18/19 May the Axbridge Archaeological and Local History 
Society (AALHS) is holding three events. On Saturday morning, John Page, of the 
Axbridge and District Museum, will lead a walk around Axbridge and, in the afternoon, 
Dr Jerry Sampson, a leading authority on church buildings, will give a talk and exploration 
of the church. On Sunday afternoon, Madeleine Roberts, a member of AALHS, will 
lead a walk around the ‘Port’ of Axbridge.

There is a charge of £3 for each of the events. To book a place, contact Elizabeth 
Friend on friend.elizabeth@gmail.com or tel: 01934712971. For further details of the 
events, see www.aalhs.co.uk

mailto:michael-hiles@hotmail.com
mailto:friend.elizabeth@gmail.com
http://www.aalhs.co.uk/
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Film ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, Kings Theatre Cheddar – Monday 20 May 
A celebration of Queen, their music and their talented and charismatic lead singer 
Freddie Mercury.

Cheddar Valley Lions Club Annual Duck Races – Monday 27 May
In Cheddar Gorge, first race is at 2 pm. All proceeds are going to 
Children’s Hospice South West and local Lions charities. Tickets are 
just £12 so please support us and come and enjoy the fun!

Axbridge Church Fete – Saturday 15 June
After a rest year in 2018, the church of St John the Baptist Axbridge is 
holding its Fete on Saturday 15 June this year. The Fete will be held on the lawns of 
The Court, Axbridge by the kind permission of Mr & Mrs Jenkins.

While the Fete is put on by the church it is a community event, and work is underway 
to make it a success and a large crowd is expected. There will be the usual mixture of 
stalls, refreshments and entertainment offered up, and volunteers are encouraged to 
come forward to help on the day. Anyone ready to help should contact Jan Rabbitts at 
janrabbitts@aol.com (01934 732768) or Tony Strange at anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Eastern Lamb Casserole
Ingredients
1 ½ lb lean lamb, cubed
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp ground coriander
1 tsp cumin seeds
2 tbsp olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 14oz (400g) can of chopped tomatoes
2 tbsp tomato puree
6 oz dried apricots
½ pint stock
Salt and black pepper
Fresh coriander to garnish

Method
1. Pre-heat oven to Gas mark 2-3 (150°C, 300-325°F).
2. Place the lamb in a basin and added the spices and oil, mix well together, then 

cook for 4 or 5 minutes in a non-stick pan. Remove the lamb with a slotted spoon 
and place to one side.

mailto:janrabbitts@aol.com
mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
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3. Cook the onion, garlic, tomatoes and tomato puree in the non-stick pan for 4 
minutes, then add the lamb, apricots and stock. Stir for a couple of minutes then 
transfer the whole hot mixture to a casserole dish. Add a little salt and pepper 
to taste.

4. Cover and cook in the oven for about 2 hours until the lamb is tender.
5. Garnish with roughly chopped fresh coriander. This tasty dish is good served with 

chopped roasted vegetables, eg potatoes, carrots, courgettes, or other vegetables 
of your choice.

The Garden in May
I have just been reading what I said at this time nine years ago; I find it hard to 
believe that it was that long ago! 

Then I said that May should be full of cuckoos, swallows and martins, warm 
sunny days and gardens full of blossom and colour. At the moment it looks as 
though it could be heading that way, but the weather forecast for the next few 
days is for colder weather with heavy April showers, so who knows what will be with us by 
the end of April. I was wrong about the daffodils being over early this year because after I 
wrote the April piece at the end of February, the weather cooled down considerably and 
they are only just going over.

If you grow lilies, as they leaf out and come into bud, they will more than likely be 
attacked by lily beetles; these are bright orange-red in colour and about a centimetre in 
length, they are frequently copulating when you see them. Catch them while they are 
preoccupied and squash them (at least they die happy). If they sense your presence before 
you grab them, they will fall to the ground and play dead, with their less colourful underside 
showing. Their larvae are fat grubs coated with their own excrement (one assumes, to make 
them unpalatable to predators). In fact these larvae do much more damage than the adults 
and rapidly strip the foliage from the lilies. Both adults and larvae can be controlled with 
quick knock-down insecticides.

It is still quite possible to have some night frosts in early May, so beware of planting 
tender bedding tomatoes, marrows etc. outside too early, unless you are prepared to rush 
out and cover them up with fleece or newspaper if the temperature suddenly falls.

If you have a greenhouse there can be huge differences between day and night 
temperatures at this time of year, so be prepared to open doors and windows during the day 
and keep everything closed at night and even use a thermostatically controlled heater if you 
have one. Electric ones are the most controllable, but propane gas units are available with 
a thermostat and do increase the level of carbon dioxide in the greenhouse atmosphere, 
which is beneficial to the plants.

As we have had few really low temperatures this spring grass has come into growth 
early. In May, the lawn will be growing vigorously and will need frequent cutting. I am not 
a particularly ‘organic’ gardener but I do try to avoid putting any kind of fertilizer on the 
lawn, as it makes it grow faster and can encourage some coarser grasses. If you have these 
and wish to reduce them, remember what I said last month about raking them.

Early-flowering shrubs should be pruned as soon as their flowers fade to give the new 
wood, on which they will flower next season, the maximum time to grow. Here I enter 
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my regular plea about not cutting them like a hedge at the end of the summer and then 
wondering why they don’t flower next year. 

Of course, shrubs which are grown for their berries, produced in the autumn, e.g. 
pyracantha, should not be pruned after flowering. If you want to keep them in check, 
consider cutting out half of the faded flowers in alternate years.

Early vegetables, such as broad-beans (autumn sown) will be starting to crop before 
too long and if the black bean aphid is a problem, nip out the plant growing tips as soon 
as they have set a reasonable amount of pods. When broad beans have been picked, they 
can be cleared away and followed with transplanted cabbages. Try to leave the bean roots 
in the ground as they will have ‘fixed’ nitrogen from the atmosphere in the root nodules 
and this will benefit subsequent crops.

Runner and dwarf (French) beans, sown under protection in April can be planted out 
now and seed can also be sown directly into the row, for successional cropping.

If you have dug up a lawn to plant vegetables, something we are being exhorted to do 
these days, and grown potatoes or other root crops, you may find that holes have been 
bored in them by wire-worms; these are about 1.5cms in length and caramel coloured, with 
a tough skin. They are the larvae of click beetles, which do little harm themselves; they 
are interesting bugs about the size of an elongated ladybird and brown in colour. A click 
beetle can be recognised by turning it over on its back, whereupon, with an audible click, 
it will flick itself back onto its legs again. (I didn’t write that on 1 April).

Slugs and snails will be very active at night now and it may be worth going out in the 
dark with a torch and collecting them as they go about their feasting. What you do with 
them after gathering them up, I will leave you to choose.

This weekend (5 April) we are off to Holland to see the bulb fields, so I may mention 
that next month, even though tulips will largely be over by then.

Well I’m out of space again, so that’s it until June, enjoy the early summer in your garden.
Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
The book of Ruth and BirthStrikers…

‘People did whatever they felt like doing’ is the last sentence of the book of Judges. 
This is followed by the story of two widows who compelled by precarious circumstances 
were forced to make tough decisions. Their choices were not based on whatever they 
felt like doing but on loyalty in the midst of a terrible time. Naomi, having buried her 
husband and two sons, recognised that she was not able to offer a bright future to her 
two daughters-in-law. But, Ruth decided to stick with Naomi, a noble but also a very 
foolish choice. It meant having to settle in a different country and culture that offered 
no rights or benefits to outsiders. However, as the tale continues God (who never 
intervenes directly) opens up surprising possibilities. The story ends with the name 
‘David’ who was the towering figure of the Old Testament: Ruth, the Moabite outsider, 
was his great-great grandmother.

BirthStrike is a voluntary organisation for women (and men) who have decided not 
to have children in response to the coming ‘climate breakdown and civilisation collapse.’ 
It is an act of ‘desperation’ and an attempt to draw attention to a no-future scenario. 
Naomi and Ruth had to respond to actual famine, death and alienation. BirthStrikers 
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respond to a projected future they feel unable to ‘inflict’ on their potential children. Do 
they have a point? Have we - doing whatever we felt like doing – inflicted irreparable 
damage to planet earth?

On the surface such a radical decision might feel ‘unchristian’ but before we judge 
too quickly, remaining unmarried and childless was, in the apostle Paul’s mind, also 
a possible Christian calling and vocation. It is terribly sad to hear that women feel 
compelled to make such a radical choice and we must listen to their concerns. The 
choice not to have children is rooted in a negative ‘not’. Yet, equally there might be 
a necessary positive which could be having the kind of children who will shape a way 
of life that is life-sustaining and enhancing. In other words, we need the right kind of 
children. After all, having children is only the beginning of a journey. The next steps are 
raising children into people who do whatever is right and true rather than do whatever 
they feel like doing. It is what mothers and fathers are called to do. It is an enormous 
task and the future of the planet depends on it. Paul Spanning  

Minister of Crickham Baptist Church 

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
We are delighted to announce that Wedmore Tennis Club has 
acquired solar panels - completely free as a result of a gift from 
Green Wedmore and Next Energy. 
Benefits to the club

1. This is fantastic news for the club, as it was funded entirely by Next Energy and 
Green Wedmore.

2. Cheaper energy bills - all electricity used during daylight hours (up to the 
maximum available) provided by the sun!

3. Export tariff for any unused generation goes back into the grid.

How did it come about?
Green Wedmore has been working on getting as much solar energy in Wedmore as 
possible in order to accelerate the zero carbon village project and ensure that Wedmore 
becomes less reliant on fossil fuels. Next Energy solar are keen to support community 
renewable energy and contacted Green Wedmore to see if they would like to have the 
solar panels left over from another development site. 

Next Energy also donated the installation fees with Green Wedmore paying any 
additional expenses. Green Wedmore has been active in the village for over ten years 
helping many sustainable projects and holding advice workshops. The solar installed on 
the Tennis Club will contribute significantly to the Solar Village and Green Wedmore 
hope that this will inspire others to do the same.

Thank you Green Wedmore and Next Energy. We are all immensely grateful for 
your support with this fantastically generous project.

Joanna Cooper
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Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
The end of March saw our professional, Tom Hiscock, in partnership first 
with Seniors Captain Ian Sentance and then Club Captain Kev Osman, take 
on allcomers with a modest prize for those who beat them. In the Seniors 
they scored a respectable 36 points. Unfortunately 29 pairs did better than 
this, most notably Brian Pearce and Brian Murdoch who scored an incredible 
49 points. This was 6 better than any other pairs with David Bates and Mike 
Tanswell taking second place on countback from Geoff Musson-Thorp and 
David Taylor after both finished on 43.

The Professional did rather better at the weekend in the equivalent Club competition. 
In partnership with Captain Kev Osman he scored 44 points which was beaten by only 
seven pairs. Best of these were Beth Williams and Chris McKinley who scored an 
unbelievable 50 points. Geoff Fisher and Graham Sugg were unfortunate to only finish 
runners-up despite scoring 48 with Steve Sage and Chris Donald third with 47.

The usual pattern of monthly Medals and Stablefords has now returned in all three 
sections. These started with the Seniors Stableford and a win in division 1 for Ian 
Robson. His 40 points was one better than Mike Smith with Graham Clifford a further 
shot behind in third. Best scores of the day were in division 2, won by Derek Meades 
with 42. John Hogan was second with 40 and Brian Murdoch third on 37. A very close 
finish to division 3 saw Brian Pearce and Clive Warren-Smith both finishing on 39 with 
Pearce winning by virtue of a better back nine. Chris Pearson was a shot back in third.

There was some remarkable scoring in the Club Stableford that weekend. Tim Harris 
won division 1 with a level par round which included sixteen pars and equated to 41 
Stableford points. Terry Clark took second place with 39, one better than third placed 
Daryl Cornelius. The really dramatic scoring came in division 2 with Ian Williams, fresh 
from his victory in the winter league playing 10 under his handicap to win with 46 points. 
This was hard on runner-up Ross Aitken who was 8 under his handicap in compiling 
44 points. Daniel Poyner was third on 38. As in the Seniors, division 3 provided a close 
finish with Brian Kidd winning on 39 one ahead of Marc Large who beat Gary Cutter 
on countback.

The Seniors were back next week in their Medal. March was still coming in like a 
lion but scoring was still remarkably good. Best scores came in division 2 where Tony 
Hoskings scored a 3 under par 67 only to lose first spot to a 66 from winner Terry 
Simpson. Brian Kidd was only 2 shots back in third. There was another 66 in division 3, 
scored by David Griffiths which gave him a 2-shot margin over Brian Pearce with Clive 
Warren-Smith another 2 shots back in third. 69 was enough to win division 1 but from 
Tim Harris this represents just 4 over gross, excellent in the conditions. Ian Robson 
also scored 69, losing out on countback and Dom Smith was another shot back in third.

Conditions were even more difficult for the Ladies’ Stableford the following 
Thursday. Not that Debbie Monks seemed to notice as she racked up 36 points, 5 better 
than anyone else. It won division 3 by 8 points from runner-up Janet Robson. Aileen 
Robertson won division 1 on countback from Wendy Lucas after both scored 28. Hazel 
Gough was the only other woman to score 30 points plus, winning division 2 with 31 
points, 3 ahead of runner-up Ali Mantell.
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Conditions were still tricky for the Club Medal and for once scores reflected this. Dale 
Worthington won division 1 on 72 from John Russell on 73 and Ross Aitken with 74. Best 
scoring was in division 2 with Bobby Jones beating Mark Sweeting on countback after both 
scored 69 with Max Grant 2 shots back in third. Paul Stevenson also had 69 to win division 
3 with Philip Springfield and Roy Tomlins only a shot back in second and third.

The Ladies completed the monthly cycle with their first Medal of the year, and it has 
to be said that the scores perhaps reflected a certain rustiness despite the much improved 
conditions. Low round of the day came from Penny Oliver, winning division 3 with a round 
of 72, 5 better than nearest challenger Esme Gulliver with Carol Horsley another shot 
behind in third place. There was a closer finish in division 1 with Jane Hewitt winning with 
74 just a point better than Chris Simpson with Alison Dodkin third on 75. Sue McDonald 
was another single shot winner this time in division 2 with 73 shots, one ahead of Maggie 
Morris with Trish Phelps taking third place.

John Sanderson presenting his trophy to John Russell following the match between John Russell’s Team and 
a team of Club Captains with Seniors Captain Ian Sentance and Club Captain Kev Osman in attendance.

Presentation of the one day KO Cup to Ben Barwell who holds a replica of his trophy, with other 
prizewinners, Tony Hoskings and Ladies Captain Gill Jones.
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On a more light-hearted note, John Sanderson managed to raise a team including 
seventeen past and current Club Captains to take on a team of real golfers raised by John 
Russell. Captains are not necessarily chosen for their golfing prowess so perhaps it was 
no surprise that John Russell’s team won by the convincing margin of 6½ to 2½. Sunday 
saw the second holding of the innovative One Round KO Cup. This comprises a series of 
short matches built into a Stableford scoring round. The previous year’s runner-up Ben 
Barwell went one better this year, coming out on top in the final against Seniors Captain 
Ian Sentance. There were prizes as well for the losing semi-finalists, Cathy Olive and Keith 
Jackson whilst Tony Hoskings and Gill Jones had the best Stableford scores outside these 
prizewinners.

Tony Biggs

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
The indoor season is now drawing to a close and outdoor bowling will 
begin in the middle of April. The men still had two games to play in the 
Premier Division of the County Indoor League. Despite starting the 
season with two wins, Wedmore have struggled since and lost both of 
these remaining games. Against Yeovil, the men lost on all four rinks 
finishing 52 - 99. J Runciman, J Harris, R Newell 

and C Moss came closest, losing by 22 - 23. In the second game, against Taunton 
Deane, D Collins, D Brown, K Pettit and R Barron won 20 - 12 but the other three 
rinks lost to give an overall score of 68 - 92. Final league positions are not yet known 
but Wedmore could possibly go down to division 2.

Finals of club competitions were played on the weekend of 16 and 17 March. The 
results are listed below.

Men’s 4 wood singles: Ray Newell 16 - 12 Ron Barron.
Ladies’ 4 wood singles: Barbara Disbrey 19 - 10 Margaret Barron.
Open 4 wood singles:  Ron Barron 21 - 8 Dave Nicholls.
Men’s pairs:  Brian Tagg & Dave Nicholls 16 - 11 Nigel Fowler  
 and Keith Pettit.
Ladies’ pairs:  Pat McHale and Joan Hunt 14 - 13 Rosemary Aston  
 and Pam Beard.
Mixed pairs:  Trish Newell and Derek Skelton 15 - 12  
 Barbara Disbrey and Keith Pettit.
Australian pairs:  John Fear and Ron Barron 18 - 10   
 Trish and Ray Newell.
Mixed triples:  Pat McHale, Nigel Fowler and Ron Barron 13 - 10  
 Jean Wheller, Roger Gale and Ray Newell.
Although some players continue to play indoors throughout the summer, most 

players are now looking forward to the outdoor season. The club are holding an Open 
Day on Sunday 5 May from 10 am until 4 pm. Bowls and shoes will be provided for 
free outdoor and indoor taster sessions and coaches will be on hand to help. If you are 
interested, just turn up, try the game and look around the club.

Sandra Moss 
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Wedmore Cricket Club Fixtures 
First Team
04/05/2019 Horrington Home
11/05/2019 Taunton Deane 3rd Away
18/05/2019 Weston 3rds Home
25/05/2019 Cranmore Away

Second Team
04/05/2019 Wells 2nds Away
11/05/2019 Lydford 2nds Away
18/05/2019 Wells 2nds Away
25/05/2019 Weston 5ths Home

Church News
Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Initiative
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, together with leaders of many others churches 
in our country, are calling on churches to spend time praying for their communities 
and for our nation during May. As part of this, churches on the Isle of Wedmore and 
across the Cheddar Valley will be open from Thursday 30 May until Sunday 9 June and 
putting on some interactive prayer tables and installations. So, please do feel free to 
pop in and experience any or all of these during this time. 

Following a successful walking pilgrimage to Wells from Cheddar last year we will be 
repeating this on Saturday 1 June. Beginning from Cheddar Baptist Church at 8.30 am, 
with a short service, members of churches from across the Cheddar Valley, with anyone 
who wants to join us, will come together to walk up to Priddy for a short service and 
picnic before continuing down through Ebbor Gorge to the Bishop’s Palace where we 
will finish with a short act of worship around the famous wells. It will be an opportunity 
for people to walk together, talk together and be pilgrims together. All are welcome 
(dogs as well). Look out for further information in our churches. Please speak to the 
vicar if you want to know more.

Thursday 30 May is when Christians remember Jesus ascending to God the Father 
after his resurrection (Ascension Day) and Sunday 9 May this year is Pentecost when 
Jesus’ Disciples experienced God’s spirit in a special way; so the time in between is often 
thought of as a waiting time and so is an appropriate time to spend in special prayer.

If you want to find out more visit - www.thykingdomcome.global/

Messy Church
Saturday 4 May 3.00 - 5.00 pm at St Mary’s

• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, 

to reflect a God of creativity and to give people a 
chance to play together.

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating together
• is returning to the Isle ofWedmore on Saturday 4 May 3.00 – 5.00 pm in St 

Mary’s church
The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around 
the theme of ‘Earth Stars Space’, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the 
family, whether or not you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and 
invitations later in the month.

Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know more or look at 
www.messychurch.org.uk/

Parish Registers
Baptisms
Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:

Phoebe Wall, daughter of Jamie and Laura Wall of Westham, who was baptised on 
Sunday 10 March 2019 at Holy Trinity.

Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: -

Roger Fielder of Stone Allerton who died on 5 March aged 76 and whose thanksgiving 
service took place at St Mary’s on Monday 25 March 2019.

Joy Long of Chapel Allerton who died on 12 March aged 76 and whose thanksgiving 
service took place at Allerton church on Monday 8 April 2019

Arthur James of Burnham on Sea and formerly of Allerton who died on 13 March 
aged 71 and whose funeral was at Sedgemoor Crematorium on Wednesday 3 April 2019

Averil Williams of Stone Allerton who died on 15 March aged 86 and whose 
thanksgiving service took place at Allerton church on Wednesday 27 March 2019

Christine Dennison formerly of the New Inn Wedmore who died on 18 March aged 
91 and whose thanksgiving service was at St Mary’s on Wednesday 3 April 2019

Joan Duckett of Blackford who died on 18 March aged 92 and whose funeral was 
at Holy Trinity on Monday 8 April 2019

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 14 May, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the 
Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be 
found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Timings of the route are as follows:

10.30 am Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer next to Mendip View House
11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30 am Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand  Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
1.00 pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
1.10 pm Theale Christchurch
1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 5 Easter 3 10.30 am Café Church
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 12 Easter 4 10.30 am Parish Communion
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday  19 Easter 5 8.00 am BCP Holy  Communion
   10.30 am Morning Praise
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 26 Easter 6 10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 5 Easter 3  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 Easter 4 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  19 Easter 5 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 26 Easter 6 6.00 pm Songs of Praise
Thursday 30 Ascension Day 8.00 pm Benefice Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 5 Easter 3 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 Easter 47 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday  19 Easter 5 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 26 Easter 6 11.00 am Morning Praise

Allerton Church
Sunday 5 Easter 3  9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 12 Easter 4 9.00 am Parish Communion 
Sunday  19 Easter 5 9.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 26 Easter 6 9.00 am Parish Communion
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 713566.
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Bagley Baptist Church 
Every Sunday 10.30 am - Morning service. We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones where you can still see and hear the service. 
Communion is usually shared on the first Sunday of each month. Every Wednesday 
10 am – 12 noon ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come for coffee / tea and home-made cakes, 
our wonderful view and a warm welcome. All free of charge. We have good parking 
and wheelchair access. 
Every Wednesday (in term time) 7.30 - 9.15 pm. We run two youth groups for school 
years 6-8 BBC1 and years 9+ BBC2. 2 May 7.30 pm - Prayer Meeting. 
12 May 6 pm - Ladies Meeting.
For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@
bagleybaptist.co.uk 

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday 5  10.30 am Lois Emm
Sunday 12  10.30 am Tony Stevenson
Sunday 19  10.30 am L.A. and Family Service
Sunday 26  10.30 am Rev Robert Channon H.C.
A friendly ‘Coffee for All’ will be held in the Methodist Schoolroom on Friday 17 May 
commencing at 10.30 am and probably finishing around 12 noon. This will be a monthly 
event to be held on the third Friday of each month. 

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30 pm 
Sunday School:  10.30 am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
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Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member of our 
clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be asked to 
complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will then contact 
you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring the video 
doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. 
Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal 
taxi service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the most 
convenient place - usually outside your own house. Travel is free if you have a current 
bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare very favourably with alternative forms 
of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip 
to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471
The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen,  

710759
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Wedmore Street Fair – 
2019 Booking Form
C/O Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS 
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.

I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on Saturday 6 July 2019. 
Charities £17, local groups & societies £22 , commercial stalls £40.

I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name:____________________________________________________

Organisation / or type of stall:

__________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Tel no: ____________________________________________________

Email address (obligatory):

__________________________________________________________

for receipt & stall details:

__________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for: £_____________________________________
made payable to Wedmore Street Fair or BACS to WSF account: 
Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed:_______________________________________________________
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Crossword 25 Answers
Across: 1. Seconds 5. Beseech 9. Headfirst 10. Aroma 11. Laity 12. Bees’ 
knees 13. Reedorgan 16. Boast 17. Pique 18. Artillery 20. Gainsayer  
23. Tudor 25. Seize 26. Overwhelm 27. Stewpot 28. Marylyn

Down: 1. Scholar 2. Coati 3. No fly zone 4. Scrub 5. Butternut 6. Smack  
7. Exonerate 8. Headset 14. Exquisite 15. Gravy boat 16. Bell tower 
17.  Pegasus 19. Yardmen 21. Sleep 22. Rheum 24. Dwell
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1 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
2 - Thurs Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan voting day All day The Swan 

Wedmore Opera Goers Society trip ‘As You Like It’  Stratford 
Local Elections 7am - 10pm Wedmore VH 
Local Elections 7am - 10pm Blackford VH

3 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
4 - Sat St Mary’s Fairtrade Coffee Shop 9.30am - 12 noon St Mary’s Church 

Vintage and Antiques Fair 9.30am - 4pm Borough Yard 
Cakes and plants sale 10.00am - 4pm Chapel Allerton Church

6 - Mon Church Tower Open Day 10.00am St Mary’s Church
7 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
8 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club 

Blackford Cafe 2.00 - 4.00pm Blackford VH
10 - Fri The Tea Set 3.00 - 4.30pm St Mary’s Church 

James Rippingale - classical guitar recital 12 noon St Mary’s Church 
Comedy Evening with Simon Evans 8.00pm Wedmore Village Hall

11 - Sat Farmers Market 9.30am - 1pm The Borough Yard 
Wedmore Arts Festival Exhibition 10 - 18 May 10.30am - 4.30pm The Barn, Lerburne House 
Lunchtime talk with Gabrielle Blackman 12 noon The Swan 
Wedmore Gardening Club coffee morn’ & plant sale 9.30am - 12.30 Masonic Hall 
Wedmore in Bloom work party 9.30am The George 
Somerset Choral Society with Poppy McGhee 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

12 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Blackford VH 
Richard Shelton - Sinatra and Me 7.30pm Wedmore VH

13 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall 
Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George 
Talk by Mike Dilger - Natural History Presenter 7.00pm Wedmore VH

14 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Lunchtime Organ recital by Jeremy Cole 12 noon St Mary’s Church 
Song, chat and humour - an evening with Anita Harris 7.30pm Wedmore VH

15 - Wed Club 50 trip to Breacon Beacons 9.15am Wedmore car park 
Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 
Talk by Kate Adie 12 noon The Swan 
Liz Grand one woman show - Where is Mrs Christie? 7.30pm Wedmore VH 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

16 - Thurs Wedmore WI AGM 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
A discussion on the writing life 7.00pm Wedmore VH

17 - Fri Wedmore Methodist Church coffee morning 10.30am - 12 noon Methodist Church 
Talk by Trevor Bowles, retired Detective Chief Inspector 12 noon The Swan 
78 Retired - an evening with Henry Blofeld 7.30pm Wedmore VH 
Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn

18 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12noon Theale VH 
Wedmore in Bloom Coffee morning & plant sale 10am - 12noon Masonic Hall 
Tallulah Swirls Puppet Theatre 11am & 12noon Wedmore VH 
Dave Hankin Big Band 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

19 - Sun Theale Film Club The Favourite 6.30pm Theale VH
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20 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall

21 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Gardening Club talk on “Gardening disasters” 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George

22 - Wed Probus talk by Hazel Hudson on Hidden Wedmore 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club 
Wedmore Harvest Home 8.00pm The George

23 - Thurs Mendip Rotary Club Beer and Curry Evening 7.30pm Wedmore VH 
European elections 7am - 10pm Blackford VH 
European elections 7am - 10pm Wedmore VH

27 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall

28 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Gardening Club talk by Roger Turner 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George

29 - Wed Wedmore Harvest Home 8.00pm The George
30 - Thurs Isle of Wedmore Society AGM and talk by Diana Grant 7.30pm Masonic Hall

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am+8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Pilates 11.00am The George   Georgie  07976 254887 
Art Group 2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford 01749 712522 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am + 8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga 10.00am The Swan Inn + Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07775 682231

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30-11.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page 01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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