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Editorial
Dear Readers
A hearty welcome to the September Edition, number 486.

I have been advised that during my salute to our wonderful traders in the August 
Editorial, I omitted the good folk at Nethercott Nurseries in Clewer who have done 
a sterling job delivering throughout, so warm thanks to them. If I have missed anyone 
else, I apologise profusely, cap in hand.

The overriding theme in this Edition is that Wedmore is definitely open for business 
and, fun. Headline events in September are: the Theale Virtual Show on Saturday 
5 and, screening of Wedmore Theatre’s Wind in the Willows at the Village Hall on 
Friday 11. There is still time to enter the draw for a year’s free membership of the 
IOW Bowls Club and if like me, you enjoy walking the many excellent footpaths 
we have here, your assistance is requested in their upkeep. I am indebted to both 
David Gannon and Susanne Burton who responded to my request for interesting 
anecdotes with stories about their respective adventures in India and, being locked 
down in a Cruise Liner. A poem written by Vera Banwell at Easter reminds us of 
our responsibilities then and now towards the virus. Vera is joined in Poets’ Corner 
by Chris Scully, who writes about the large tree above Theale. In Focus on Business, 
we continue our stories of the lockdown, with an account from Andrea Brenner of 
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Pumpkin. Lastly, a friend of mine from Cornwall, Loli Mills, has kindly supplied an 
exotic recipe for Calamari Pakoras – Fried Calamari and Spices.

I am most grateful to everyone who contributed to this edition, happy reading.
Bill

Front Cover
Stuart Watson took this lovely photo on a hazy early summer morning.

News
Parish Council Business
The July meeting was once again held via Zoom video conferencing due to the ongoing 
coronavirus issue. Isobel Beacom was welcomed as a newly co-opted member of the 
Council and it was agreed that Barbara James-Lloyd of Gardiners Orchard, Wedmore 
and David Kirley of Grants Lane, Wedmore would be co-opted to join the Council 
representing Wedmore Ward. Matt Ainge has resigned from the Council so that still 
leaves a vacancy at Wedmore Ward and Blackford Ward.

Members agreed to proceed with a planning application to extend the car park 
at Worthington Close, incorporating a community open space with tree planting and 
two Councillors offered to consider the requirement for street lamps within certain 
parts of the parish and particularly the timing that they are currently switched on.

Thanks

The Parish Council would like to thank all those businesses in the parish that have 
provided invaluable service during the ‘lockdown’ period and also the team of 
volunteers who have been collecting and delivering shopping and prescriptions etc. 
Your support has been and continues to be so necessary to the local community.

Hedges

Several complaints have been received about the number of overhanging hedges within 
the parish, particularly in the centre of Wedmore which has made social distancing 
very challenging. Please take the opportunity to ensure that all hedges are cut back 
so as not to overhang the highway or pavements.

Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS284EA 
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Report from District Councillors
We seem to have got the hang of having all our various District Council meetings on 
Skype and it saves us having to drive to Bridgwater quite so often, which is better for 
the environment and easier for us to work from home.

Will took part in an Axe/Brue Drainage Board working party to look at rationalising 
the drainage boards in terms of equipment and staffing. They would like to make 
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Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

CCoottttaaggee  bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  

  
 

	
	

Dale,  
Pembrokeshire 

 Cosy 3 bed Cottage near the Sea. 
FFaannttaassttiicc  Coastal Walks and Water Sports. 

In walking distance to an AAwwaarrdd--WWiinnnniinngg Pub. 
SSlleeeeppss  66..  

Contact Sarah for details on; 0077771133116633442244 
Email – cchhaarrnnwwooooddccoottttaaggee@@oouuttllooookk..ccoomm 

	

(640)
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the best use of budget, reduce business risk and implement strong staff succession 
planning. These findings will be brought to the full board for approval.

Will also attended via Skype the Audit and Governance committee meeting, 
at which a number of matters were discussed, including the efficient running of 
Sedgemoor District Council.

Both ward councillors were present for the first Full Council session since the 
pandemic took hold and the meeting went fairly well, without too many problems. 
There was a unanimous vote in favour of supporting the Housing revenue account 
Capital Investment, to commit £950k at Tuckerton Lane, North Newton. It is to 
purchase 6 new build, carbon neutral homes, to provide new rented council homes.

Polly was part of a discussion about Homefinder Somerset and how the process of 
registering on-line and bidding on homes may become easier in the future. The whole 
system is due for an up-grade and after sitting through the whole procedure of the 
system, it is very apparent that it needs condensing and simplifying. Both councillors 
have received complaints from locals trying to log into the system and it taking an age 
and then crashing, hopefully we can get it made much more user friendly, as residents 
with a housing need can find themselves in a rather desperate situation and this old 
system only adds to their stress.

Polly also chaired a Licensing and General Purposes committee meeting, which 
Will was also taking part in. We discussed several Licensing Policy amendments and 
past panels.

Polly joined in with the Grants Award sub-committee. There is a budget of £50,500 
this year and £16,587.61 in grant requests. We awarded £14,062.61, with one application 
being deferred to the next meeting as we had a lack of information. Amongst the 
awarded grants was £2,500 to Wedmore Cricket Club to go towards purchasing a new 
roller. RLT3 grants were awarded to Over Stowey, £37,000 to go towards a new MUGA 
and North Petherton were granted £14,700 for improvements to their sports facilities.

Deadlines for the next round of applications are:
• 11 Sep 2020 for 6 Oct 2020 committee.
• 20 Nov 2020 for 15 Dec 2020 committee.
• 29 Jan 2021 for 23 Feb 21 committee.

Grants criteria now include environmental and sustainability elements.
Contact: Polly.costello@sedgemoor.gov.uk, Will.human@sjpp.co.uk

Polly and Will

IOW News Distribution - Can You Help in Clewer?
Katie, who has kindly delivered the magazines to 20 properties 
in Clewer, is no longer able to do this round, so is there anyone 
living locally who would be prepared to take this on in a voluntary 
capacity?

If nobody comes forward then extra magazines will be left at 
Nethercott Nurseries for residents to collect from there.

If you can help please contact John on 01934 712565.
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Wedmore Village Hall
The Management Committee of Wedmore Village Hall is delighted to advise that 
the Hall is open again and back in business.

In order to open we have had to follow fairly stringent Government guidelines 
and add some conditions of use, which can all be found on the Hall website, in order 
to make sure that the Hall is as safe as possible as a venue. At the time of writing we 
must restrict numbers to 30 and exercise classes are limited, but things may well have 
changed by the time you read this! Therefore please visit http://wedmorehall.org.uk 
or https://www.facebook.com/wedmorevillagehall for up to date information or email 
bookings@wedmorehall.org.uk.

We will be delighted to hear from regular users of the Hall and from people who 
are considering a special event, and we will discuss with you in detail how to run your 
event to comply with government guidelines.

We are thrilled that such a valued community asset as the Village Hall is up and 
running again. Please make use of it!

WVHMC

Why is Wedmore twinned with St. Medard de Guizieres?
Good question.

Going back to 1975 there was considerable discussion about where Wedmore 
should twin. The answer to the question is rather obscure. St. Medard is way down 
in the Gironde Department of France and a twenty-four-hour coach journey at that 
time. Why not twin with a village in either Normandy or Brittany?
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ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling
in the comfort of
your own home

for appointments
please call:

07866 732760

01934 750947

(559)

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382
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MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, HPD, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

 

Your health and safety are my priority right now 
therefore I am not seeing clients face to face at 

Wedmore Surgery or  
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe. 

However, I am able to see clients online via Zoom 

Online appointments available 
 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias - Panic attacks 
 

MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

 

07887902557 

(647)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)

(524)
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In 1975 we were in the process of selling our house in Combe Batch to a Mr Teddy 
Birnberg. Mr Birnberg was a wine aficionado and his favourite wine was from the St 
Emilion area. Therefore, he said we must twin with a village in that area of France.

St. Medard is in the St. Emilion region so it is very clear that Mr. Birnberg prevailed!
David Ewens

Going Back to Your Routes
Have you ventured out during these exceptional 
times? Maybe you escaped along Madwoman’s Lane, 
meandered along the riverbank from Yeo Moor 
to Oxmoor or cloudwatched along Tealham Moor 
Drove? Our parish is blessed with droves, rhynes 
and paths that lead us to lakes, rivers and hills where 
rare birds soar and orchids hide.

Have you walked at dawn to the sound of 
booming bitterns or found your own silent place?

Did you know your doctor can prescribe a walk, 
cycle or even tree planting? Read more about the 
health benefits from the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project below.

These rights of way are precious but need constant care and repair by landowners, 
volunteers and council officers to remain open for all.

Wedmore has one of the highest numbers of parish paths, over 80 (!) and it’s a 
challenge to keep our network safe and accessible to young families, dog walkers, 
tourists and less mobile. There are very few activities totally free but we cannot take 
it for granted.

It is a sad fact that many paths are in a poor state in Wedmore and a recent walking 
group had to abandon a planned route between The Wheatsheaf and The Swan due 
to blocked gates, overgrown patches and broken stiles. It is not much use just moaning 
and there are actions that will ensure paths are open for pleasure.

Moves are afoot by 2026 to institute paths into new legislation that means we must 
be vigilant and that is where you can help.

Wedmore needs eyes, ears and muscle (and secateurs) to be the foot soldiers of 
these living highways.

Can you help? The ambition is for every path in Blackford, Wedmore and Theale 
to be adopted by a local person or family to report problems to Somerset’s Rights 
of Way team by using the Adopt-a Path scheme or logging it on the County Council 
Definitive Map.

Wedmore Parish Council, although not responsible for footpaths, can be much 
more active and we intend to have a series of big walks from all corners for locals 
to enjoy a collective ramble. We would love to hear from locals suggesting historic, 
botanical, ornithological interesting routes we could add to a website. We are looking 
to have volunteers to coordinate their own ward or parish wide roles. Somerset RoW 
team can provide training to repair and build safe stiles, use hedge trimmers, scythes, 
strimmers and small tools to then be insured for field work.
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As the parish pathways liaison officer my role is to link landowners, walkers, 
volunteers and the rights of way team to have functioning open safe paths that meet 
the responsibilities of users and landowners.

If you can help please visit www.somerset.gov.uk/rightsofway where you can see 
the definitive map , join adopt-a-path and find much more information.

You can contact me about doing something small or big or suggesting a way ahead 
at pathsofwedmore@gmail.com

Shaun Thorogood, Theale Ward Councillor

It’s Time to Get Moving Again!
Since March this year our lives inevitably became more sedentary for 
many of us. The usual forms of exercise for many people were not 
available, eg going to the gym or swimming. And now, six months 
on many of us have acquired a few more pounds than we would like 
and have got out of the habit of exercising. So it’s time to get moving 
again! There are huge benefits from physical activity. Apart from 
helping to release the body’s own ‘feel-good’ hormones, endorphins, 
just 20 minutes of exercise per day can also reduce the risk of various 
diseases, eg dementia, diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Walking is a good way to 
exercise and can be very pleasurable in our wonderful countryside. We have a good 
network of pathways in and around Wedmore. Walking these paths can not only help 
us as individuals, but can also help to keep them open for future generations.

For more information see two of the latest strategies from the Government.
Tackling obesity: empowering adults and children to live healthier lives, published 

on 27 July 2020.
And Gear change: a bold vision for cycling and walking, published on 27 July 2020.
For direct links go to www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links
Cathy Butterworth RN BSc, on behalf of Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project

A Panchakarma
Travelling in India is always a bit of a mystery to me. Different rules apply, compared 
to Europe, America and pretty much the rest of the world. Space and time seem to 
have different values and it takes a while to tune in, but it’s always worthwhile. This 
was my fifth trip to India, and I travelled with an American friend for the first part of 
the trip. This was our ‘coast to coast’ from West to East, taking in Kerala, Wayanad 
national park, Western Ghats around Ooty and into Tamil Nadu to follow the ‘temple 
trail,’ the vast Hindu structures in Madurai, Trichy, Tanjore, visiting Pondicherry and 
finishing at the famous rock carvings of Mamallapuram. After that, a flight to Goa 
for some much needed rest and recuperation. Wendy had to get back to the US after 
a month, and being in no hurry I went back to Kannur, where we started the trip, to 
enjoy Keralan food and hospitality.
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ccaallll  uuss::  0011993344  228899008899

ee--mmaaiill  uuss::  hheelllloo@@jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

wwwwww..jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

DDOO YYOOUU HHAAVVEE TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS??

JJAAMMDDEEGGAA CCAANN SSOOLLVVEE TTHHEEMM  !!!!

CCoonnttaacctt  JJaammddeeggaa ttoo  sseeee  hhooww  wwee  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu..

Jamdega
Making tech easy

For the home and business we can support you with following 
and much more

SSmmaarrtt  AAssssiissttaannttss
SSmmaarrtt  TTVVss

TTeecchh  SSuuppppoorrtt

DDeevviiccee  SSeett  UUpp
SSmmaarrtt  HHoommee

SSmmaarrtt AAnnyytthhiinngg!!

WWiiFFii
IInntteerrnneett

CCoonnnneeccttiivviittyy

Jamdega offers a variety of services to help you 
have great technology that works. 

Remove the hassle and forget the struggle, let 
Jamdega sort the tech. 

(680)

We offer a friendly, professional 
and reliable gardening service 
throughout Wedmore  
and the surrounding area. 
Our gardening expertise covers a 
range of garden tasks, including:

• Garden Maintenance              
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

Wedmore 
Gardens

(591)

(467)

Karen Larsen 
MCSP, BSc Hons Physiotherapy 

The Surgery 
St Medard Road 

Wedmore 
BS28 4AY 

Karen.larsen@wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

Wedmore Physiotherapy 
0751 5532808 

Treatment of • Back and neck pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint problems and arthritis
• Orthopaedic rehabilitation
• Acupuncture
• Work station assessment

Recognised by Insurance Companies,HPC registered,Home visits available,Please call for further information
Www.wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

Karen Larsen 
MCSP, BSc Hons Physiotherapy 

The Surgery 
St Medard Road 

Wedmore 
BS28 4AY 

Karen.larsen@wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

Wedmore Physiotherapy 
0751 5532808 

Treatment of • Back and neck pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint problems and arthritis
• Orthopaedic rehabilitation
• Acupuncture
• Work station assessment

Recognised by Insurance Companies,HPC registered,Home visits available,Please call for further information
Www.wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

Wedmore Physiotherapy

I am sorry to announce that I have closed 
my private practice from the 1st of July 2020.

I would like to thank all the clients who have supported my 
practice over the years, and wish you all the best for the future.

Best wishes
Karen Larsen
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Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
             Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell 

               In Wedmore 
We are a bespoke fitness clinic in the heart of Wedmore.  

 Our clinic offers Osteopathy.  Sports massage.  Soft tissue therapy treatments.    
Chronic pain injury treatment.  Sports related injuries,.  Non-sporting injuries.  Rehabilitation programs.  

Kinsology taping. 
Pilates.  Personal Training.  Spinning classes and Yoga. 

To make an appointment please contact us on the details below: 

Bookings by appointment only. 
jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 
www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic 
07747798508 (Jeni) 

07376648835 (Claire) 

You can find us at The Cottage @ The George Inn 
Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

(681)

It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  

With our Garden opened for Café customers in July, 
our fabulous new Garden Room extension is also now open.

Come and enjoy both our Garden Room and Garden. The Garden Room will 
serve only Light Lunches between 12.00-2.30pm  - so booking is advisable.  

(Due to space restrictions, there will only be space for 12 customers.)

Once our Café is fully up and running we are planning a 
great 2 or 3 course lunch for our Garden Room (12.00-2.30pm)

The Garden Room will be also available for private evening The Garden Room will be also available for private evening 
functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.

The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB  
www.pumpkinwedmore.co.uk - Tel: 01934 713 289

(380)
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At the homestay in Kannur, I met fellow travellers and as we were taking all 
meals together, inevitably shared travel stories. Two Italian friends were taking this 
break prior to attending a clinic in Thrissur for treatment, and another guest from 
Serbia had just completed a two-week panchakarma further south. I was intrigued 
and inevitably gathered more detail from both parties. I had a little knowledge of 
Ayurveda, having read Deepak Chopra’s book and attended a weekend seminar in 
Goa some years earlier. Apparently, hundreds of thousands of Europeans visit India 
every year to do a panchakarma, and, like yoga, India responds by supplying the wants 
of these tourists in its very own fashion. So, the idea took me and before too long I 
had a place at the clinic booked and a room reserved.

And what did it all consist of? Very pleasant rounds of oil massage (Abhyangam), 
different types of Dhara (oil, buttermilk, medications poured over the head or the 
body), various Kizhi (herbal concoctions massaged or pounded into the skin). Slightly 
less pleasant was anything that was suffixed Vasthi, a purge, details of which I will 
spare the reader. This was combined with Ayurverdic herbal medications taken 
throughout the day prescribed by the doctor, and a healthy organic vegetarian diet 
supplied by the kitchen. A yoga teacher arranged personal classes throughout the 
day. All the participants shared information about the various effects of treatments, 
which were somewhat graphic but by that point we had lost any sense of proprietary 
concerning bodily functions and we needed something to laugh about. I’m guessing 
that this might be similar to the atmosphere in a maternity ward?

Participants from Wedmore, France, Germany, Slovenia, Italy, USA and 
India relaxing after a hard day’s ayurverdic treatments.

And how did we all feel? Good, although it wasn’t like visiting a health spa. Sure, 
we were pampered with treatments, all our food was prepared, we were protected 
in a safe environment and we trusted that the doctor was monitoring our progress 
after the initial consultation. But it isn’t for everybody. A panchakarma is a robust 
cleanse, and would have to be modified for the frail and ill. Most of the participants 
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had some form of condition, mostly chronic but otherwise in good health. Many of 
the participants were ayurvedic practitioners or yoga teachers in their own country. 
And during the treatment there were various highs and lows, to the point that I was 
ready to check out at one stage, and I did take my frustration out on the doctor, but 
he was able to handle it OK, obviously been there before and we were friends again 
shortly after.

And now? Really glad I tried it, don’t know how effective it all was but I felt great 
after the treatment. Unfortunately had to cut it a little short because of world events 
and needing to get home earlier. They say changes can happen up to three months 
later, and I’m taking some follow-up herbs, oil and medication, so we’ll see. If you 
see an old geezer jumping over stiles up Lascot Hill then you know something has 
changed. But don’t hold your breath…

David Gannon

Wedmore Twinning
It was with great sadness that due to the current Covid-19 situation we took the difficult 
decision to cancel our trip to St Médard this year. We look forward to resuming all 
Twinning activities as soon as it is safe to do so, and will be returning to St Médard 
next Summer.

If you are interested in becoming involved in the Twinning Association, please 
contact Nickey Hann on 07801 847064. We would love to hear from you!

Simon Hann, President Wedmore Twinning Association

Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice Update

Coronavirus

As I write this towards the end of July, I am sure, like us, you are very relieved that 
the number of positive cases of Coronavirus in Somerset is still very low. However, 
on the radio this morning it was reported that there are fears of a second wave 
coming which may even have hit by the time this is published. Right now, with the 
easing of lockdown measures, it may feel as if things are ‘getting back to normal.’ 
However, in line with guidance from Public Health England (PHE), the surgery is 
still minimising face-to-face contact in order to keep our patients and staff safe. We 
are using telephone and video consultations wherever possible and we are grateful to 
all our patients for embracing the technology and helping us to work in this way. For 
any non-urgent problems, please go to our website and submit an e-consult giving us 
as much information as possible. We will then do our very best to get back to you by 
the end of the next working day.

For the time being our doors remain locked, Wedmore Surgery is still being used 
as our Covid assessment centre and, if you do need to be seen face-to-face, you will 
be asked to wear a face covering, your temperature will be checked upon entry and 
the person you see will be wearing full PPE. We have had a couple of dissatisfied 
patients who have been unhappy with these arrangements claiming that they were 
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* Breakfast Served On Weekends 9-11am

* Function Room Available

* Take Away / Eat In Pizza Available On Friday & Saturday Evenings,
 Also Now Available On Monday Evenings As Our Monday Pizza 

Special: Buy 1, Get 1 Half Price 

* Delicious Sunday Roasts Available 12pm-6pm

* Live Music Every Other Sunday from 5pm to 7pm

* 5 Unique Bedrooms

Church Street, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4AB Tel: 01934 712124

For more information visit our new website
www.thegeorgewedmore.co.uk

Offering a fantastic selection of food, wine and good times.
We also have a wonderful function room available.

(445)
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(635)

07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

TRUSTED INSTALLERS OF
Solar PV, Battery Storage,  
Electric Lighting & Power

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

(642)

(606)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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‘ridiculous.’ We would like to remind you that Coronavirus hasn’t gone away yet and 
probably never will. We are still following PHE Guidance. Our clinicians are not 
wearing full PPE because they want to. It is a necessity. We are not taking your 
temperature at the door because we want to take up your time. It is a necessity. We 
do not ask you to wear a face covering because we don’t want to look at your face. It 
is a necessity!

You do not need to 
buy disposable masks. A 
scarf or homemade face 
covering is sufficient. 
For guidance on how to 
make a face covering, 
please visit the GOV.
UK website and search 
for ‘How to make a 
cloth face covering.’ 
It is essential that you 
continue to practise 
social distancing with 
everyone outside of your 
immediate household 
and make sure you wash 
your hands regularly.

Also, we have had 
a  smal l  number  o f 
incidents where patients 
have answered no to all 
the screening questions 
at the front door and 
then, when they have 
arrived in the room with 
the clinician, they have 
disclosed that, in fact, 
they do have symptoms 
of Coronavirus. This 
triggers a very t ime 

consuming and costly protocol which involves deep cleaning of the room and disposal 
of anything in that room that cannot be cleaned. Please be mindful of the government 
guidance and, if you have a temperature of 37.8C or above now or in the last seven 
days, and / or a new and continuous cough and / or a change in taste or smell, stay 
home and arrange to be tested. This is the only way that we will continue to minimise 
the spread of the virus.

We are doing our very best to provide services to you during this very difficult 
time. We need you to do the right thing if you do have symptoms and to understand 
and bear with us whilst we try to keep you and our staff safe.

Dr Jackson-Voyzey
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Are GP Surgeries Open?

There have been reports on social media that GP Surgeries have been closed for the 
last four months. As I hope you will know, we can categorically confirm that this is 
not the case! We have been open for business throughout albeit providing services 
differently in line with the national guidance.

We have also been made aware of rumours circulating that Wedmore Surgery 
is to close permanently. We would like to reassure you that this is also not true. 
We are keeping the Wedmore site as our Covid assessment centre as we have to 
keep anyone with suspected Coronavirus completely separate to the rest of our 
work. The Wedmore site does not lend itself to social distancing so it makes sense 
for us to keep this as our Covid site where we would only be seeing one patient 
at a time. This means that we can continue to provide the vast majority of primary 
care services at the Axbridge site which is our ‘clean’ site. We do not know when we 
might be able to open Wedmore for any other services but we do not have any plans 
to close it completely.

Flu Programme

As you may have heard in the news, the flu vaccine is to be made available to a much 
wider section of the population. In line with Department of Health guidance, we 
have to prioritise the original eligible groups in the first instance and then, subject to 
further vaccine being made available to us, we will roll out the programme to those 
aged 50 to 64.

We already know that the administration of the programme will be extremely 
challenging given the current requirements of social distancing and wearing full 
PPE for every patient. However, rest assured we have a plan! We will have the flu 
appointments ready for booking as of the end of August but not before. If you are in 
one of the at-risk groups including being over 65 (by the end of March 2021), from 
September you can phone the surgery to book an appointment. Please make sure 
you arrive on time and be prepared to wait outside whilst socially distancing from 
other patients waiting. We ask that you bear with us if we are running a little behind 
time. This is the first time we have had to run a mass vaccination clinic under the 
Coronavirus restrictions so it may not all run smoothly the first few times we do it! We 
will do our best to vaccinate everyone in a timely, but most importantly, safe manner.

Staff will direct you through the process. Please do exactly as they ask. We have 
a very large number of patients to vaccinate and we are relying on you to help us by 
complying with our directions on entering, waiting, getting your jab and leaving the 
building.

Patient Participation Group

We are launching our new virtual patient participation group. If you would be 
interested in joining to give us your views on future developments please e-mail us on 
somccg.awmp.ppg@nhs.net. Please do not use this e-mail address for any other purpose.

Thank you for your continuing support during these difficult times.
Janet Loe, Practice Manager
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(430)

AVA
LON SWEEPS

Fully insured chimney
sweeping service for all flues,
wood and solid fuel burners.

01749 676453

gary@avalonsweeps.co.uk

(567)

Ace of Spades

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price 

Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or

one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574)
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N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

(370)

MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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Wedmore in Bloom
Despite the restrictions placed on us all because of the Covid-19 
pandemic, Wedmore in Bloom have done our best to continue to keep 
Wedmore looking bright and beautiful, with colourful summer planting 
in and around the village.

As you may know, we rely totally on voluntary donations from the 
local community and businesses to fund our twice-yearly planting schemes 
and to maintain and add to our permanent sites. In this difficult year, our usual 
fundraising events have not been possible, and that situation looks unlikely to change 
soon. With that in mind, if anyone in the community would like to make a donation 
towards our next season’s plants and bulbs it would be gratefully received.

Donations may be given or sent to our funding representative, Mrs Janet Smith. 
Please contact her by phone on 01934 710755, or send to 6 Gardiners Orchard, 
Wedmore BS28 4AD

With many thanks.
Wedmore in Bloom

Theale Virtual Show 2020 (formerly Theale Fruit & Flower Show) - 
Saturday 5 September 2020

Schedule of Free Competition Classes

All entries and winners will be published online at 3pm on 
www.thealeshow.com

Introduction

Due to Covid-19, we can’t hold a ‘live’ Show this year, so we’re going to have a 
‘Virtual’ one – the first in our history! We hope you’ll like this alternative to holding 
our long-established competition.

There are fewer, but still varied, classes for you to enter. All you have to do is to 
create an exhibit for a specific class, take a photo of it and send the photo (not the 
actual exhibit!) to us enter it into the competition. It’s completely free!

The best entry in a section, at the Judge’s discretion, will win the entrant a £10 
Voucher they can spend! And we’ll display all of the winners and exhibit photos on 
our website www.thealeshow.com after 3pm on 5 September.

How to Enter Theale Virtual Show 2020
• All entries are free!
• Create an exhibit for the class you choose (you can only make and enter one 

exhibit per class but there are 45 classes)
• Take one photo of each exhibit and send in your photo(s) by email to 

admin@thealeflowershow.com together with your name. We’ll confirm receipt 
and send you a link so you can tell us your name and contact details unless you 
can include these in an email.
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

(431)

    
““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 
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(494)

Sunday Lunch
1 Course £10.95 

2 Course £13.95    3 Course £17.95

Open to the public 7 days a week

 * Breakfast * Lunch * Booking Essential 
* Function Rooms available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)
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• All entries to be submitted online to be received by 9pm on Wednesday 2 
September 2020. No late entries will be accepted

• Our Judges will consider each photograph of your exhibit in each class and 
award a voucher for First Prize in that category. We’ll contact the winners after 
5 September and get their prize to them!

Prizes for 2020

A £10 Voucher prize will be awarded for the best exhibit in each section of classes, 
as follows:

• Children age 5 and below
• Children age 6 – 9
• Children age 10 – 13
• Young people age 14 – 18
• Handicrafts
• Flower arrangements
• Flowers/plants
• Vegetables
• Fruit
• Photography

Theale Show Competition Official Rules (Effective 2020 only)
1. All exhibits must be the work of the Exhibitor and must not have been entered 

in previous Theale Shows.
2. All entries to be ‘virtual’ in the form of one photograph. No actual objects to 

be submitted this year. One photograph ONLY per entry. (Except Class 44)
A) Only photograph the exhibit. Do not include yourself or anyone identifiable 
in the photo.
B) Your email should specify which class you are entering.

3. Children’s and Young People’s exhibits must be arranged by their own hands 
and must be marked to show the exhibitor’s age and class number only.

4. Each photographed entry must be clearly marked with the class number only 
for adults.

5. The Committee reserves the right to cancel any class. Entries may be refused 
at the sole discretion of the Show Secretary.

6. The Judge’s decisions are final.
7. All entries will be displayed on the website by 3pm on Saturday 5 September. 

Winning entries will be identified with the winner’s name and age if a child.

Schedule of Sections and Classes

For full information on the sections and classes, please refer to our website: 
www-thealeshow.com

Phil Butterworth
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Wedmore Playing Fields Car Boot Sale
Sunday 26 July saw the first Wedmore Car Boot held in the Village Field adjacent to 
the Recreation Ground to raise money for the further development of the Pavilion. 
I would just like to thank the exhibitors, visitors, my merry bunch of volunteers, the 
Monsons for their help on the day and producing the posters, Alex Silk for making 
the signage and Rob Banwell for mowing the field. After the success of the event it 
is hoped that we will be able to arrange another Car Boot in the future.

Finn Cavanagh

The IOW Bowls Club
Last chance to win a whole year’s free membership: 
Draw will be made on 7 September! Email your details to 
millhaven44@icloud.com.

There will be open days for the indoor winter season throughout 
September. Call 01749 870987 to arrange a date.

Come and see our exceptional facilities and try this enjoyable sport! We will supply 
the equipment needed and free coaching.

Thoughtful Paws
The night has past, and the day lies open before us, let us pray 
with…’

As I said those words, I became faintly aware that the door 
to the little breakfast room of the B&B where I live, from which 
I was leading Morning Prayer over Facebook, was now open.

I could feel the flow of cool air from the passage outside 
against my face and then the faint brush of, not one, but two 
seemingly invisible invaders wafting around my leg! The sound of their low panting 
now seemed to fill the room, and out of the corner of my eye I could see them circling 
around me. Their faces fixed with an expression that suggested happy expectation.

The two Collie dogs that live in the adjacent Farmhouse, who look to me as the 
organiser of their leisure time, had obviously heard my voice, been shaken from their 
early morning somnolence, and assumed that the fun was starting early. It was like they 
were doing the canine version of that poem by H.G. Longfellow, Children’s Hour. Now 
that they had broken my castle walls, they paused to carefully consider the next move 
in their plan of campaign.

Over the last month Richard and I have been on tour, as we too carefully consider 
the next move in our plan of campaign to return the churches on the Isle of Wedmore 
to some form of normality. We have been leading one Sunday service per week from a 
different church in the Benefice, it has been wonderful to have people back in church.

But people aside, it has afforded me the opportunity to become better acquainted 
with the district. From Blackford to Theale, via Wedmore and Chapel Allerton I have 
discovered so many instances of the ‘road less travelled’ and some wonderful 
stopping places, such as Ashton Mill.
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National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

(599)

Music for Weddings,  
Parties and Events

Jazz Machine is a highly experienced and 
professional band providing music and 
musicians for any event in the UK or abroad. 
Our experience ranges from London Hotels 
to Local Weddings, Corporate Entertainment 
and International Touring.

Contact:
For a free quote or to discuss your 

requirements, call  
Edward Leaker on 07773 350973 
or email info@edwardleaker.com

For more info and audio clips visit: 
www.edwardleaker.com

(444)
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Open 7 days a week:
Mon to Sat – 10am to 4pm
& Sunday – 11am to 3pm

We are next door to Ollie’s Cafe/ Bristol Road 
Brent Knoll, Somerset TA9 4HJ

Email: info@thefrockshop.agency
Call: 01278 760 800

www.thefrockshop.agency
(352)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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As I have driven and walked around the area there has been a sense that the 
place is reawakening. The whole thing has felt, amidst the heat and all the signs of 
summer, like a new spring. It is almost as if our role in the created order has been 
reversed and that we humans are the ones coming out of hibernation instead. The 
local church has experienced this with more local people watching our services via 
Facebook and YouTube than ever before.

My canine friends had settled down, resigning themselves to the fact that the 
‘fun’ was not going to start anytime soon, but as I got to the prayers they suddenly 
sprung to their feet, as if they had been touched by a live wire. When at last they 
could contain themselves no longer, I felt the soft thud of paws touch the tabletop. 
I looked out of shot to see the happy faces of my friends desperate to play outside.

At which point I heard myself uttering the immortal line, ‘Lord in your mercy 
…no, get down!’

Sam Healey

Lockdown – Been There Done That!
This is the second time in my life I have been quarantined. The first was 50 years ago 
when the P&O liner SS ORONSAY spent 3 weeks in quarantine in Vancouver owing to 
an outbreak of typhoid. I was an Assistant Purser on the ship. When ORONSAY sailed 
from Southampton just before Christmas 1969, en route to Australia via the Panama 
Canal and West Coast of the USA, the UK and most of Europe was in the grip of an 
epidemic of Hong Kong flu, which is similar to the early symptoms of typhoid. Our 
first suspected case occurred in early January, shortly before arrival in Los Angeles 
and was landed to the local hospital. We sailed on to San Francisco where, as per 
schedule, the ship docked for 48 hours. All this time the US authorities would not 
confirm whether the landed seaman had typhoid or not. Nearly 400 US passengers 
embarked for a circle of the Pacific cruise. The crew always had to keep a variety of 
vaccinations up to date, but were now asked to provide faecal samples – cue many 
ribald comments – but when we requested more vaccine to give to the passengers, 
the California Health Dept. told us the nearest supplies were in Chicago and would 
take five days to become available, (at a time when San Francisco was bracing itself 
for another possible earthquake on the scale of 1906!) The Canadians supplied the 
vaccine on arrival in Vancouver. Coincidentally (?), the Americans only confirmed the 
typhoid diagnosis 30 minutes after we had crossed into Canadian waters and become 
someone else’s responsibility. The ship spent the next three weeks anchored about 
300 yards offshore from the then run-down red-light district of Gastown. Initially the 
sick were sent ashore in open launches in the freezing January weather, but later the 
authorities saw sense and allowed brief intervals alongside the dock to land patients, 
(the majority of whom were found to have Hong Kong flu), and to take on food and 
water. Unlike this year’s cruisers, our passengers were able to leave their cabins, but 
on the days when we went alongside the dock, there were dogs and armed police at 
the shoreside end of the gangways.
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It was still the days of 2-class ships and many in Tourist class were sailing to New 
Zealand and Australia to start new lives under the £10 migrant scheme. There was a 
sizeable contingent of teachers on board and they were worried about the delay, as 
the antipodean school year starts at the end of January. They were reassured when 
they learnt that the New South Wales Director of Education was similarly marooned 
up in First Class, so they set up a make-shift school for the children on board. Later 
a plane was chartered to take over 100 passengers, including the teachers and their 
Director of Education, to Sydney.

The local shipping agent arranged for a good supply of UK newspapers to be sent 
on board and passengers listened avidly to the BBC World Service news broadcast 
every midday. They were quite indignant when the ship no longer made headline news. 
Local radio stations asked listeners to donate books and magazines for the stranded 
passengers and the people of Vancouver were most generous. One radio station also 
anchored a rowing boat, containing several buckets, about 100 yards astern of the 
ship and sent on board a good supply of golf balls and clubs, offering prizes for any 
passengers who put a ball in a bucket in the rocking boat. I don’t think there were 
any winners! I knew Vancouver had strong Scottish connections, but never realised 
how many pipe bands there were in the city. Every time we were allowed to come 
alongside the dock, yet another bagpipe band would come to serenade us.

This was a time before massive budgets for Hollywood style on-board shows, so the 
ship’s company was expected to provide the evening entertainment. Throughout the 
three weeks, the full gamut of events was run according to the original programme. It 
was no joke, after a day at work, to have to don a grass skirt and bikini top to perform 
a Polynesian dance on ‘Island Night’ when there were several inches of snow outside. 
Like today, most of the Americans 50 years ago were cruising to fill in time, not start 
new lives. Unsurprisingly, it was the cruisers, not the migrants, who complained the 
loudest and most often. As time went on, there were also international squabbles: 
the Americans complained that the ship was cold, the rest of the world that it was 
too warm when the engineers turned up the heat. All these complaints came to the 
Purser’s Bureau and eventually we wanted to lock all the passengers in the restaurant 
with a supply of bread rolls and let them fight it out.

There were lighter moments. As the senior officers’ secretary, I had to send a 
notice to all passengers and crew from the P&O Medical Superintendent advising 
using at least four thicknesses of loo paper when going to the lavatory. One of the 
films loaded in Southampton for the ship’s cinema was ‘If It’s Tuesday, This Must 
Be Belgium’, a comedy about a group of Americans ‘doing’ Europe. The opening 
credits feature a sequence of the travellers’ preparations and a roar went up from the 
audience when it reached the vaccinations scene. Noting that most of the suspected 
cases were tee-total, the Consultant who flew out from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, (with the splendid name of Sir Aubrey Rumble), decreed that 
the limitation on the junior officers’ wine accounts should be lifted for the duration. 
Taking inspiration from the two yellow quarantine flags flying from the ship’s mast, 
the Yellow Peril Drinking Club was formed.

Sadly, two people died in the typhoid outbreak but, of the 143 patients landed, 
only 37 had the illness. The cause of the outbreak was traced and proved a sign of 
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(440)

What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.ABTA No. P7465

(345)
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A-Tanks 
Suppliers of septic tanks, 

sewage treatment systems, 
pumping stations,  

cesspools, silage effluent  
and many other tanks

We can also offer 
installation

For free consultation 
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

(481)

(542)

800 years ago the monks of
Glastonbury grew grapes on the
south-facing slope of the Isle of
Wedmore. Mowbarton Estate has
revived that tradition with Pinot
Blanc, Pinot Meunier and
Chardonnay vines planted in view
of Glastonbury Tor. Long hours of
summer sunlight, freedom from

frost, and gentle breezes from the
Bristol Channel produce a classic
cool-climate sparkling wine. Made
in the same way as champagne
(hence the long wait as the bottles
mature on the lees), it is softer and
fruitier - like champagne used to
taste before climate change made
the grapes ripen too fast!

To order a bottle (or more!):  info@mowbartonbarn.co.uk / 07919 100455

(592)
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the times. It is a custom of the sea that the next British ship into a port picks up any 
‘distressed British seaman’ (DBS) who has been left behind by his ship for any reason. 
On the previous voyage in late 1969, ORONSAY called in Cape Town and picked up an 
Indian seaman who, under the apartheid system then in full force, had been discharged 
from a Hospital for Coloureds (i.e. neither black nor white), after suffering from ‘an 
undisclosed fever’. He had spent the rest of the voyage to the UK in the ship’s isolation 
hospital but, unfortunately, whilst the usual crew took a week’s leave between voyages, 
the standby harbour crew put this man to work in the galley washing dishes. He then 
signed on for the next voyage so was still in situ when the ship began the next voyage. 
Like New York’s Typhoid Mary earlier in the century, he had become a typhoid carrier 
forced to live the rest of his life in isolation. His family was flown to Canada from India 
and were settled in a remote area far from home and the sea.

When there were no more suspected cases amongst either passengers or crew and 
the ship’s many water tanks had been deep cleaned several times, clearance was finally 
granted for the ship to sail at noon on the 3 February 1970 and the Captain ordered 
that all gangways should be removed and ship’s lines untied so that ORONSAY could 
leave the quay as the first noonday bongs sounded from the city’s many clock towers. 
On departure morning, the dockside was lined with local citizens with streamers and 
‘Good Luck’ banners - and the inevitable pipe band and, as the clocks began to strike 
there were several feet of water between the ship and the quay. I was one of two editors 
of the ship’s daily newspaper, which always carried a ‘Thought for the Day’ at the top. 
That morning I chose the Bard’s Julius Caesar: ‘There is a tide in the affairs of man 
which, taken at the flood leads on to better things’ - and it did.

Sue Burton

Ballet Dreams Come True
Wedmore student Innes Oliver 
is a talented ballet dancer and 
her dream to study ballet full 
time is about to come true. 
Formerly an associate student 
of both the Royal Ballet School 
and Elmhurst Ballet School, 
she has performed with the 
National Youth Ballet for three 
seasons, in Wedmore Opera’s 
Carmen, Dido and Aeneas and 
Cavelleria Rusticana and was 
due to perform in Wedmore 
Arts Festival with Birmingham 
Royal Ballet’s Jonathan Payn this Spring.

Even during lockdown her training has not skipped a beat - she is continuing to 
build strength and study her art with daily Zoom lessons from Bristol Ballet Centre 
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and attended online classes with the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and English 
National Ballet Youth company.

After an intensive audition season before lockdown, Moorland International 
Ballet Academy have offered Innes a place to study ballet alongside her GCSEs from 
September. We are so excited about this opportunity for Innes, in a lovely countryside 
school where she can flourish. We are very proud of her - the whole family support 
her and make numerous sacrifices on her behalf. She pays us back many times over 
with her commitment and love.

Wedmore Arts Festival, Wedmore Opera and many local people have been very 
supportive of Innes and we couldn’t be more grateful for their generosity. We have set 
up a ‘gofundme’ for her - the fund will contribute towards Innes’ school fees, additional 
intensives in the spring and summer, audition expenses and her studies going forward 
after GCSEs. We know how hard the pandemic has hit individual pockets and charities 
alike - sadly many of the funds we would usually be able to apply for have closed or 
re-allocated their grants. Innes has been busy making masks between ballet classes 
and has already raised almost £200 towards her funding. If you are able to give even 
just a small amount, we would be very grateful - as they say every little helps! Please 
visit: www.gofundme.com/f/r92je-ballet-school-dream

We hope that this good news story will spread some positivity and show that there 
is still a bright future – Innes hopes to return to Wedmore for the Arts Festival in 
2021 and perform for our lovely local audience.

The Children’s Society Box Opening 2020 – Covid-19 Arrangements
Calling all Children’s Society collection boxholders. The 
annual box opening usually takes place on the first Saturday 
in October in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore, to coincide with 
the Fairtrade Coffee Morning. This year, as with so much 
else, things will be different.

Please bring your boxes to St Mary’s on Saturday 
3 October, between 9.30 am and 12.00 midday. They will be taken elsewhere for 
counting, paperwork and sanitising before being returned to the church for collection 
from Monday 5 October. If you cannot bring your box on 3 October, it can be brought 
to Combe Cottage, Combe Batch on Wednesday 30 September or Thursday 1 October.

If you are short of coins in this cashless age, notes or a cheque, payable to The 
Children’s Society, can be submitted instead. However, I do need to have sight of these 
to complete the necessary paperwork so you are not pestered later when chasing up 
‘stragglers.’ Many thanks for your co-operation in these strange times.

Susanne Burton, Co-ordinator, The Children’s Society

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
All sessions are cancelled, we will resume as soon as we get the green light to do so.

Stella Moore, Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282
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SHOW HOMES NOW OPEN AT                    
CROSS FARM, WEDMORE

Cross Farm features a collection of thirty-one, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom 
apartments and houses, perfectly positioned to maximise the 

stunning village location. Finished to a high-quality specification, the 
homes feature contemporary open plan living with ample glazing to 

enjoy the idyllic rural views.                                                       

Prices from £295,000 - £750,000
SHOW HOMES OPEN BY APPOINTMENT                          

STAMP DUTY SAVINGS AVAILABLE

Images of Show Home are for illustrative purposes only. Prices correct at time of print.

For more information contact:                                                            
T 01934 806196  
E crossfarmwedmore@acornpg.org                                               
W acornpropertygroup.org

(687)
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Somerset Choral Society Autumn Programme
The Somerset Choral Society (SCS) Committee has examined 
the current Government Regulations regarding management 
and control of the Covid 19 Virus together with advice for Choirs 
from ‘Making Music’ and has concluded that it is still not safe or possible to resume 
Communal Rehearsals or a Concert this autumn. Consequently, the Committee 
have arranged a programme of Virtual Rehearsals using ‘Zoom’ that will run from 
this September to December. The first rehearsal will be on Wednesday 9 September 
starting at 7:30pm and running until around 9:00pm; this schedule will continue at 
the same times each Wednesday until Wednesday 16 December excepting Wednesday 
28 October (School’s Half Term). The Society AGM will be at 7:30pm on ‘Zoom’ on 
Wednesday 7th October.

Somerset Choral Society invites all current and previous members to join them 
each Wednesday this term for this new style of rehearsing and also welcomes singers 
from other choirs and Choral Societies to join them to try it out. In the first instance, 
please contact either their chairman Ginny Waters (01934-824846) or their publicity 
officer Paul Ashmore (01934-843388). The term subscription remains at £43.00 (less 
than £4.00 per week). As there cannot be a concert this term, the choir will be using 
music from a choral book called ‘Weddings for Choirs’ that contains around 40 pieces 
from across the choral repertoire and members are encouraged to purchase their 
own copies.

As it will not be possible to perform the original scheduled concert, Members are 
requested to contact Jill Lewis (01934-782845) or e-mail vegi.patch@tiscali.co.uk to 
return their copies of Puccini Messe di Gloria and Durufle Requiem.

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch News
Following the measures in the early stages in the Government 
‘Easing of Lockdown,’ RNLI HQ have advised Fund Raising 
Branches that they may undertake some low-level, permitted, 
outdoor collections. In addition, Covid-safe fundraising events such as garden sales 
can take place along with socially distanced meetings, if safe to do so. In addition, store 
collections and similar activities raising funds in aid of the RNLI were able to resume 
from early August. Consequently, the Winscombe Branch Committee met on 10 
August to investigate and plan an autumn programme. Details were not available at 
time of print but will appear in future issues.

All four Somerset Lifeboat Stations remain operational and there were 18 ‘shouts’ 
in July (Burnham-on-Sea – 2 Minehead – 6, Portishead – 6, W-s-M – 4).

RNLI Lifeguards returned to Burnham-on-Sea Beach on 4 July and will remain 
until September. On Wednesday 29 July both Burnham lifeboats were called to assist 
the Maritime and Coastguard team to rescue a lady that was stuck in the mud in waist 
deep water off Brean Down Slipway with an incoming tide; two crewmen entered the 
water to assist and she was eventually freed and taken ashore by the Coastguard team.
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New Bereavement Support Service Available in Somerset
Somerset County Council has commissioned two leading charities to provide 
bereavement support for people in Somerset in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Somerset Bereavement Support Service will be delivered in partnership by 
end-of-life charity Marie Curie and mental health charity Mind in Somerset.

This service is available to adults and children over 12 years.
If you, or someone you know, is affected by grief or bereavement, and would like 

to talk to someone, please call the Somerset Bereavement Support Service on 0800 
3047 412 (Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm).

Weston Hospicecare Launches ‘A Minute a Month’
Weston Hospice is calling for the support of its community.

It costs £11,000 a day (£7.64 a minute) to provide local people with the end of life
care they deserve. The hospice needs its community to be part of that care by 

donating a ‘Minute a Month.’The campaign target is to raise £11,000 a month in 
regular donations, which will provide 24 hours of care a month. It has got off to an 
excellent start with 5 hours a month (316 minutes) already donated!

Your monthly donation of just £7.64 (one minute of care) will mean that local 
people can spend the end of their lives in comfort, with dignity and in a place of their 
choosing. You’ll also be supporting families before, during and after death.

Campaign supporters will receive an exclusive pin badge, welcome pack and regular 
updates on how their minute is making a difference.

To give your minute, visit westonhospicecare.org.uk today

IT for the Terrified
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by 
Samsung? Then why not give us a ring and see if we can help?

We provide help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal 
session of two hours is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a 
relaxed and friendly way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help 
with most subjects and can cover android ‘phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, 
Windows and Macs. If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and 
need help with something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as appointments 
are essential. A two-hour session costs £10 but please ask if there is more than one 
of you or you have any other requirements.

We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, Church Street, 
Cheddar, BS27 3RF.

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a answer phone – please leave a message)

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 Or if you have any basic 
skills to share, please get in touch
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wedmore shepherdhut s.c o.uk

Working from home the new normal?

Looking to start or grow your AirBnB or glamping business?

Or yearning for a peaceful hideaway?

Beautifully finished with care and attention by our 
experienced team, Wedmore Shepherd Huts o�er the 
perfect space for a home o�ce, accommodation or a 

relaxing retreat outside the home.

Highest standard of quality

Personalised & bespoke design

Product warranty & support

Over 25 years experience

Locally sourced materials

Connected home technology

Why choose Wedmore?

07771 332 072 |     info@wedmoreshepherdhuts.co.uk

(689)
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Somewhere House
Somewhere House Somerset is a local charity that has been supporting people locally 
for the last eight years. We have become one of the lead charities in the mental health 
alliance initiative the government has instigated to bring the Voluntary Care Sector 
together with the mental health statutory services allowing a more streamline service 
with continuity of care.

All of our work is currently virtual through a secure video link, or whatever the 
individual feels suits them best. We have linked with Mindline and our trained counsellors 
are supporting our local community through Mindline and direct referrals to the charity.

The contact number 01278780769 or the Mindline number 01823276892.

Focus on Businesses
Continuing our stories about how businesses in Wedmore coped during the lockdown, 
Andrea Brenner of Pumpkin Deli and Café tells us about the difficult decisions she 
needed to make to keep her business afloat and her hopes for the future.

Liz Sweeney

Pumpkin Deli and Café During the Lockdown and Moving Towards 
the Future

Well, just like everyone in the village, what a past five months we’ve all been through! 
Travelling home after a busy Friday on 20 March, I heard on the radio that all 
hospitality outlets must close that evening. It wasn’t, in my mind, unexpected – café 
trade had been down for the past 7-10 days as I think everyone came to understand the 
severity of this virus – I was just waiting for the actual closure date to be announced. 
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I had already on 3 March emailed all my staff to set down some safety rules to protect 
us and our customers as much as I could. But still, the actual shutdown meant that most 
of the business was wiped out, with the café being closed.

Usually, on a Saturday in March, I would be working with at least five other members 
of staff but on 21 March I and only one staff member opened just the Deli. Customers 
were still coming in to the shop and by then I sorted out a plan in my head to change 
our working practices to sell our usual bread and Deli products but also start cooking 
delicious home-made meals which would be ready to re-heat at home for our customers 
who came to the shop and could be delivered to those self-isolating.

On Sunday, 22 March, I went hunting for some ingredients. The country was in 
turmoil and there were scarce ingredients to work with – no chicken, beef or pork, 
and no fish - nothing that I could get my culinary brain around! I ended up in Asda in 
Weston and found .... a turkey!! Actually, I found two – but Asda would only sell one 
to me. And even for one I was grateful. So, on Monday, I ‘proudly’ presented this to 
Caroline in the kitchen and we both looked at the bird and wondered what the heck 
we would do with it for a ready meal. We got on with Mac and Cheese and then came 
up with Turkey Hotpot. People quite liked it but I can promise you all, it will never be 
on the menu again! Since then, we have developed far, far better meals as produce 
became readily available!

On Monday, when full lockdown was announced, we were still open as a shop for 
customers to come into and do their shopping but this was a problem as we had the 
building work for our new extension in the front garden, which meant that customers 
had to come through the back door. And it all seemed so close.

By then I had emailed all staff to say that it was impossible to keep everyone on. It 
was such a difficult decision and quite heart-breaking, but to keep the business going, 
I could only have two other staff members working with me as trade had ‘dived’ and I 
was looking not for profit, but for survival of the business.

After speaking to the two members of staff who were working with me on that 
Monday, we all decided that we were not comfortable in the working environment and 
that only two of us should be in each day. Let’s face it – for anyone who has come in 
to Pumpkin – we’re not a large shop! Everyone tends to be ‘on top of each other’ and 
way, way too close when Covid-19 was looming.

I went home that night really not feeling good about the situation – my staff and 
customers’ safety was paramount to me and I wanted everyone to feel as safe as possible. 
And that is when the ‘light-bulb’ moment came.

Pumpkin has side-windows and I reckoned that we could trade through them. 
However, they were painted up and sealed years ago, so I called Neil Leavey, the builder 
of the extension, and explained what I wanted to do. He was brilliant – first thing on 
Tuesday he opened up the old sealed windows and helped me move the main refrigerated 
display counter to face the now opened side-windows. This was a new beginning – with 
‘shopping through the window’ - a little like an inside/outside Farmers’ Market.

So many people have come up to me to thank me for keeping Pumpkin open and to 
say how safe they felt. It is so lovely to hear but I really, really want people to know that 
I couldn’t have kept Pumpkin open without the amazing work done by both Caroline 
Hallett and Angie Hall who worked tirelessly with me from 23 March until now. I 
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MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

Appearance 
isn’t everything 

...but it certainly leaves 
a lasting impression!

Talk to us about how we can help 
your business to make an impact

07798 662288 
orangecatdesign@icloud.com

Logos and branding
Leaflets and brochures

Business cards
Flyers and postcards

Websites and social media

orangecatdesign.co.uk (688)
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(602)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)

(654)

Suzie Beale
Personal Trainer
Conditioning  Strength Cardiovascular NutritionWeight Management
I offer tailor-made plans and enjoy working with 
people of all ages, abilities and fitness levels.
My personal experiences and enthusiasm mean 
that I am committed to helping people achieve 
their goal.

suziebeale6@googlemail.com
07494471500

(656)



September 2020 45

cannot ever, ever, ever thank both these women enough. Between the three of us we 
covered six days a week until mid-June.

In May we welcomed back Maisie who came in to help for a couple of hours when 
Caroline or Angie desperately needed some time off. And from mid-June – in preparation 
to open on 4 July - Izzy, Becky and Esther have re-joined. And since 4 July I have taken 
on another new member of staff. Not the staff numbers I had before, but we will get there.

Also, I cannot ever thank enough the customers who have helped Pumpkin keep open 
– even if it was a regular order of a weekly loaf of bread. We have also had customers 
who have come from further afield to do their weekly shopping as they preferred not to 
go into a supermarket. And of course, our customers whom it has been a delight talking 
to over the phone when they were still (and some still are) self-isolating or shielding. You 
are very precious to us and it is a delight to catch up with you every week and help you 
out as much as we can. Every customer during lockdown has helped save this business. 
And I cannot thank you all enough.

It will take a long time for the business to get back to what is was, pre-Covid19, but we 
are still here and I am so proud of that and I am determined to be here for a long, long 
time – whatever the next months throw at us all.

As I mentioned, we provided lots of ready meals and food for those self-isolating and 
shielding and I really, really want to thank the team of volunteers that the Parish Council 
got together to come in, collect and deliver food to those who were at home and couldn’t 
come out. The village should be so proud of how they rose to the situation.

It’s a slowly, slowly sort of situation and since 4 July we have opened the Café but only 
in our garden. The main shop has not and we are still trading through the window for 
retail and take-away. There would be too much criss-crossing of staff and customers 
through our little space to open up the whole place – but this will come.

To the Future

The building work for our new 
extension started in February. 
By March the footings were 
dug and concrete poured. And 
then lockdown. I cannot tell you 
how thankful I am to Ian and 
Deb Leavey for giving me this 
opportunity to extend Pumpkin 
and for the support they’ve given. 
Most importantly though my 
thanks go to Neil Leavey for 
his brilliant building skills and 
support throughout these past 
six months. I am also grateful 
that Neil managed to continue to 
work on the extension throughout 
lockdown. And to John Tinney, 
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for his fabulous oak frame. I remember so vividly Ian and John putting this up in the 
pouring rain for days on end.

In fact, I reckon this building work gave the village a bit of a lift. Whilst everyone’s 
lives were ‘moth-balled’ it was so lovely to hear people – out on their daily walks – stop 
and talk about how things were moving on with the building. So many people said to me 
how fantastic it was to see something moving forward, when everything else had been 
locked down. I think, in a small way, it gave everyone a sense of hope in the darkest of 
days. It certainly did to me. The business was taking such a financial hit but the daily 
development of the extension gave me enthusiasm for carrying on, so at least I could 
look to the future rather than dwell in the present. I’m hoping to open the new Garden 
Room soon, with a great 2 or 3 course menu.

Again – a huge thank you to all of my staff and also to all the customers who have 
been so, so supportive in keeping Pumpkin alive – and ready to be here in the future.

Andrea Brenner

Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore WI
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we are still unable to hold meetings. 
As soon as we are able to, members will be contacted with the details. In 
the interval our subscriptions will carry on till 1 April instead of 1 January.

We look forward to being together again, till then take care of 
yourselves.

Diana Rocky

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The latest two lucky winners are Michael Gelder and Don Scott.

Green Wedmore’s ‘Summertime Front Gate’ Freecycling Weekends
5 and 6 September and 3 and 4 October.

Do you have things you no longer want? Please join in this 
village event by leaving your pre-loved items at your front gate for 
people to walk by and collect for free. Event runs all day 9am to 
6pm. Unwanted items must be cleared up afterwards and please 
remember to leave pavements and walkways clear.

Further info: greenwedmorev@gmail.com
Please adhere to all current government guidelines on Covid-19

Club 50
I hope all members of Club50 have come out of the Covid ‘lockdown’ safe and well.

At present we are not sure when we can re-commence our usual monthly coach 
trips; obviously we will wait until it is safe to do so. We would have visited Exeter in 
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(622)

Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)

(387)
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(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

J.P.Baker & Sons Ltd.
( FAMILY BUTCHERS ) 

THE BUTCHERS COTTAGE , CHURCH STREET ,WEDMORE 

SOMERSET .  BS28 4AB

Purveyors of quality meat and game

Home-Made Award Winning  Sausages

Local Wedmore Lamb & Beef

Home Produced Gloucester Old  Spot Pork

“Local Rural Produce,

just as it should be”

Tel Jim or Mike on 01934 712311

www.thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk
E-Mail   info@thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk

Tel 01934 712311

1/2 Pigs for your freezer

Gloucester Old Spot pork from our own 
“Orchard Farm” Cocklake.
Cut , bagged and delivered

£115 

Hog Roasts 

D.I.Y  - Cooked and delivered for you to 
carve. Whole or half

The Full Monty – Cooked, delivered and 
carved with all the trimmings.

Also available, catered B.B.Q’s

( Please call for prices)

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)
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April, Bicton Gardens in May and Weymouth in June. All lovely locations in the sort 
of glorious weather we have been experiencing but unfortunately all coach trips are 
cancelled this year.

As soon as the threat of the virus lifts we will be in touch to let members know of 
our plans. We are aiming to meet for a Christmas lunch, details later.

Wedmore Theatre is Back This Month!
Following the re-opening of Wedmore Village Hall on 1 August, we 
are amongst the first hall users to provide something there for the 
community.

Our return is on Friday 11 September at 7pm with a film showing 
of Alan Bennett’s ‘The Wind in the Willows,’ performed live at 
Wedmore Village Hall in November 2019.

Tickets for this large-screen cinema showing are £3 each, to cover 
our hall hire and other costs, and can be obtained from Anne Richards on 01934 
743953 or bookings@wedmoretheatre.com. Bring your own drinks and nibbles. We’ll 
provide disposable glasses.

Our Chief Tecchie has been slaving for weeks to produce a brilliantly edited video 
version of the original stage performance, so whether you saw the show live last year, 
or couldn’t get tickets at the time, this viewing is not to be missed!

Wedmore Theatre will abide by government guidance for this performance, that is:
1) All tickets to be pre-booked (to control numbers).
2) Phase entry and exit, so that seats furthest from the door are filled first and 

emptied last.
3) Provide a 2m distance between the seating of individuals or household groups.
4) Provide hand sanitiser at the entrance.
5) Clean ‘touch surfaces’ (e.g. door handles, tabletops and toilet areas) before 

each show.
6) Provide as much fresh air ventilation as possible.
7) Keep audience contact details for 21 days for possible use by NHS Test and 

Trace.
We are still running our online survey on how members of the community feel 

about coming to an autumn show, assuming Wedmore Theatre abides by the above 
government guidance for making indoor performance spaces safe. So far, we have 
received a very encouraging response, with 71% saying they would come, and only 
17% saying they would not.

If you have not already done so, please help us by completing this survey question 
at wedmoretheatre.com. There is just one question (it only takes a single click to 
answer!), which is:

‘With the above precautions in place, would you be interested in coming to our 
show in Wedmore Village Hall in November? (please tick one box)’

□ Definitely  □ Probably  □ No  □ Don’t know
Wedmore Theatre
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Wedmore Opera Goers Forthcoming Events
With regret, all trips are cancelled until next spring.

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
Our planned first get-together of the new IW year was spoiled by 
the great British weather! Unfortunately, our Book Club was 
cancelled as we weren’t able to hold it outdoors, so after a long 
somewhat lonely few months we admitted defeat. At least it wasn’t 
virus-related but something totally home-grown!

The final donation of the 2019 / 20 year was to Weston Hospice. Two of our members 
had completed a virtual walk of 30 minutes per day for 30 days. Ann Thatcher walked 
in an orchard and Angela Jones walked in Winscombe to visit some local donkeys – she 
took carrots of course! Between them they raised a staggering total of £1,330. These 
donations were from fellow members of Inner Wheel and Rotary, friends, neighbours 
and other well-wishers. The walk was in memory of Roy Jones, Angela’s husband, father 
to Nic and Claire, grandfather and good friend to many in Inner Wheel and Rotary.

The pictures show the cheque presentation to a member of Staff by retiring 
President Angie Horne, plus a picture of Angela and Ann. Are those grins saying: 
‘Didn’t we do well?’ or are they saying: ‘I can’t wait to put my aching feet up!’

Angela          Ann

Wendy Welham

Wedmore Gardening Club
As lockdown and social distancing continue in one form or another, we do not think 
it would be sensible to organise a trip just now, although we were hoping that a 
September trip would be possible. National Trust, RHS and other gardens are open 

Angie Horne presents the cheque to 
Weston Hospice staff member
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(657)

MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)

Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)
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but sadly we do not think it wise for an organised trip to go ahead. We’ll keep in touch 
and let members and friends know when we will be able to start our monthly meetings.

The big plus, if there is one, of these challenging times, is that our gardens are 
looking really good as it seems that most of us are spending more 
time than usual catching up with ‘back burner’ jobs! The tubs and 
containers around the village are also looking really good now. 
Thank you, Wedmore in Bloom. We hope that everyone is keeping 
safe and managing to get out for some fresh air, exercise and 
distanced socialising.

Cheddar Valley U3A
As lockdown is slowly being lifted, Cheddar Valley U3A is 
cautiously considering how we might restart our groups in 
line with the changing government advice. However, in view 
of our demographic, it is likely to be a slow process. But, in the 
meantime, a number of our groups are already communicating via Zoom meetings 
and keeping things going as much as possible and we are still open to new members. 
We will also continue with our online Speaker Meetings and Coffee Mornings aiming 
to keep our members in touch with each other. Because of the changing situation it is 
advisable to keep up to date by following us on our website where you’ll find full and 
up-to-date details of what we can offer: www.u3asites.org.uk/cheddar-valley/welcome

Cheddar Vale Lions Club News
Yesterday afternoon saw the culmination of Lion Jan Clark’s 
pledge to complete a walking marathon by doing laps of her field 
in Cheddar, over the last three weeks, in aid of Children’s Hospice 
SW. To date, donations have been coming in amounting to £800 
worth of pledges, through a crowd fund page, sponsorship forms and cheque/cash 
gifts. The Club are still happy to receive donations for the next two weeks to enable 
people to take on board what an amazing achievement this has been for Lion Jan, 
who, despite age and health complications, has been determined to finish.

Other Lion members, who accompanied Jan on different days, also managed 
220 laps of the field, totalling 55 miles to add to Jan’s miles. The Club celebrated 
with a cream tea in the field and, of course, a bottle of bubbly for Jan.

The idea was muted by Jan as the Club were so disappointed to have to cancel 
this year’s Duck Race in the Gorge back in May, which always raised a tremendous 
amount for the Children’s Hospice. It was also something we could participate in 
whilst social distancing. All the Club’s summer fundraising has had to be cancelled 
due to Covid-19, so this has been a fantastic project to be involved with.

Please note that the Cheddar Food and Drink Festival on Sunday 13 September 
has been cancelled. The Jumble Sale in Cheddar Village Hall is still scheduled for 
Saturday 10 October.

We are still accepting donations for the next two weeks. Details can be found here:
www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk or information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk
0345 833 7402 - Registered Charity No: 11184104
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Wedmore Women Wheelers
Wedmore Women Wheelers is a recently established cycling group 
catering for women of all ages and cycling abilities. The group usually 
meets on a Sunday morning outside The Post and Wicket, Wedmore 
Sports Centre at 10am. There are often rides on weekdays too. Many 
members of the group are new to cycling or haven’t cycled for many 
years. Our rides are led by a club representative and no-one is left 
behind. Rides vary in length and are mostly on the gentle terrain of the Somerset 
Levels. The routes are regularly risk assessed for your safety.
The group usually stops for refreshments and a chat during a ride. We are a friendly 
group of ladies and look forward to welcoming you on a ride.

More information can be found on Facebook, Instagram, the club’s website:
www.wedmorewomenwheelers.weebly.com or by emailing 
wedmorewomenwheelers@gmail.com

Weather Report for July 2018
RAINFALL

 Monthly total 64.8mm (2.55ins)

 30-year average 68.5mm  (2.70ins)

 Wettest day (25th) 22.0mm  (0.87ins)

 No of dry days  21

 Last 3 months (May - Jul) 184mm (7.24ins)

 Year ending 31 Jul 20  958mm  (37.73ins)

 30-year annual average 805mm (31.70ins)

TEMPERATURES

 Maximum (31st) 30.0 °C  (86.0  ° F)

 Minimum (11th) 5.5 °C  (41.9  ° F)

 Number of air frosts Nil

 Monthly average maximum 20.7 °C  (69.3  °F)

 30-year average maximum 22.6 °C  (72.7  °F)

 Monthly average minimum 11.3 °C  (52.3  °F)

 30-year average minimum 12.2 ° C  (53.9  °F)
COMMENTS

An exceptionally high temperature was recorded at 30.0 ° C (86.0 ° F) on 31 Jul 20.

Denley Brown
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LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

Septic tank 
emptying

Sewage treatment 
plant installations

Drain unblocking

Cctv drain survey

Avalon Waste 
Management Ltd

01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk

(638)
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CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

Diane Dennis DipCFHP(Higher) FPSPract
Foot Health Practitioner

Assessment and treatments for:
Corns, callous cracked heels,
ingrown nails, fungal infection
Nail trimming and reduction

Foot Care SuppliesFoot Care Supplies

Custom-made Orthotics

The Borough Mall 
Wedmore Telephone: 01934 713122
Somerset Mobile: 07889 599323
BS28 4EB Email: wedmorefootclinic@gmail.com

(156)

(384)

PIANO
LESSONS

Liz May
Cert Ed Music Dip

Songwriting & Recording
Skype piano lessons available

Established in 2002 
100% pass rate

01278 783709

Mobile 07814 284477

(384)

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)
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The Crossword: Number 38
By greendandelion

The Crossword    Number 38 
  By greendandelion 

    Answers at rear of publication 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22

23 24 25

26

27 28

29

 

 
 

 
Across 
 1 Get into this state when you realise it is not 

worth what you paid for it (8,6) 
 10 Explain why stupid clue is beginning an 

assignation (9) 
 11 Supplementary spear carrier (5) 
 12 Cash machine maturity can work the land 

(7) 
 13 What the perpetrator of a sackable offence 

might receive shortly (6) 
 15 E.22/7 W. reverse clean (4) 
 17 Isolated at a branch office maybe (3,2,1,4) 
 19 Butcher stimulates a deficiency but gains 

sound support to find level of acidity (6,4) 
 21 Get the measure of a chinchilla (4) 
 23 Select the sound of a steam train getting to 

Kent (6) 
 24 Born with fluid change I left before required  

(7) 
 27 Paid help is 100 sq.ms in credit (5) 
 28 Extinguish erupting volcano after Roger 

Bannister’s distance westward (9) 
 29 Scientist who cooked a goose implied it is 

how he copes with his job and Covid 19 (14) 
 

  
Down 
 2 Match uniform (5) 
 3 Beast hit in a northern way (6) 
 4 Deficient home notice prior to associate (10) 
 5 Pen leaves seventy quits (4) 
 6 What French tea covers posh language of 

this man in Peru? (7) 
 7 Sixth sense from pupil's status (9) 
 8 Yankee got a raise by going to the east (5) 
 9 Allocate a wee total to the staff for washing 

up (3,5) 
 14 Encapsulated tactic to deter amalgamation 

(6,4) 
 16 I pour port into a pleasant mixture (9) 
 18 Indebted and was taken hold of to heart (8) 
 20 Downs opposite impulse causing a sudden 

increase (7) 
 22 Squeal about bridge partners needlework (6) 
 23 Hide about pain (5) 
 25 Levels high buildings maybe (5) 
 26 Until now I lived in the Himalayas (4) 
 

ACROSS:

1 Get into this state when you realise it is not worth what 
you paid for it (8,6)

10 Explain why stupid clue is beginning an assignation (9)
11 Supplementary spear carrier (5)
12 Cash machine maturity can work the land (7)
13 What the perpetrator of a sackable offence might 

receive shortly (6)
15 E.22/7 W. reverse clean (4)
17 Isolated at a branch office maybe (3,2,1,4)
19 Butcher stimulates a deficiency but gains sound support 

to find level of acidity (6,4)
21 Get the measure of a chinchilla (4)
23 Select the sound of a steam train getting to Kent (6)
24 Born with fluid change I left before required  (7)
27 Paid help is 100 sq.ms in credit (5)
28 Extinguish erupting volcano after Roger Bannister’s 

distance westward (9)
29 Scientist who cooked a goose implied it is how he copes 

with his job and Covid 19 (14)

DOWN:

2 Match uniform (5)
3 Beast hit in a northern way (6)
4 Deficient home notice prior to associate (10)
5 Pen leaves seventy quits (4)
6 What French tea covers posh language of this man in 

Peru? (7)
7 Sixth sense from pupil’s status (9)
8 Yankee got a raise by going to the east (5)
9 Allocate a wee total to the staff for washing up (3,5)
14 Encapsulated tactic to deter amalgamation (6,4)
16 I pour port into a pleasant mixture (9)
18 Indebted and was taken hold of to heart (8)
20 Downs opposite impulse causing a sudden increase (7)
22 Squeal about bridge partners needlework (6)
23 Hide about pain (5)
25 Levels high buildings maybe (5)
26 Until now I lived in the Himalayas (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Poets’ Corner
Vera’s Verse - Beat the Virus

People have used their common sense voice
To tell us we should stay at home.

We don’t really have a choice,
We really must beat this virus

To retain our health.
The Queen’s son, Lord Bath and the Prime Minister

Know it doesn’t respect their wealth.
So stay at home

Don’t make a fuss
So that the hospital

Won’t have to care for us.
Home-made cakes are on their way

And the friendly phone calls brighten the day
Count your blessings

And be content
Whilst the world tries to conquer this virus.

Vera Banwell

Tree of Time
As I walked out on a midday dash 

The mighty oak on the hill side stashed 
Like a Spanish Galleon full of gold 

This relic of a bygone age so old 
As I walked out on an afternoon dash 
The sun was rising in the fields of ash 

The wind caught its sails and the ship did stand 
Like spider on eight legs upright and grand 

As I walked out on an evening stroll 
the wind was blowing like a bell that tolls 
And the oak like a harbour for my soul 

Kept me safe from the biting maul 
As I walked out on a midnight dash 

The old oak was breathing as an octopus splash 
Its heart was living but only skin deep 

For centuries unforgiving its secrets to keep 
As I walked out on a morning’s stroll 

Its green crown was balanced as a Yorick’s skull 
Held by a Hamlet from a timely stage 

Speaking his lines to the wind and an age 
That is lost now unless on the page

Chris Scully
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Calamari Pakoras – Fried Calamari and Spices
Crisply fried it is a snack food traditionally made with onions, potatoes and green 
chillies. This can be served with; tamarind and date chutney, blue cheese mayonnaise, 
sweet and sour tamarind chutney, harissa and honey mayonnaise, sweet and sour 
chilli sauce (or any dipping sauce you may prefer), to dunk in. It is also associated 
with rainy days and a hot cup of tea.

Ingredients for 6 – 8 servings
6 calamari tubes
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon of garman masala
¼ teaspoon of cumin powder
A fresh scraping of nutmeg
1 teaspoon of red chilli flakes
1 tablespoon full of chopped coriander leaves
Juice of 1 large fresh lemon or lime.
1 cup of potato flour
1 teaspoon red chilli powder
Oil to deep fry

Method

1. Wash and evenly cut the calamari tubes in equal rounds, pat dry or drain well.

2. Toss the cut calamari with salt, garman masala, cumin powder, nutmeg and 
chilli flakes.

3. Then add the coriander leaves and squeeze the juice of the fresh lemon or 
lime. Cover, refrigerate and keep for up to 4 hours. Remove calamari from 
the fridge 15 minutes prior to frying. In a bowl, mix together the potato flour 
chilli powder and salt.

4. When ready to cook and serve:

5. Heat the oil in a deep wok to a temperature of 180 °C / 350 °F

6. You can check if the oil is hot enough by dropping a piece of bread into the hot 
oil, if it bubbles and comes up to the surface the oil is ready to start the cooking.

7. Now add 1/6th of the marinated calamari into the potato flour, toss it well and 
drop each ring into the hot oil. Work quickly. With a slotted spoon remove the 
rings and pace on an absorbent kitchen paper. Repeat until all pieces are fried. 
Serve this fresh and hot with the dipping sauces to taste.

Loli Mills
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(452)

(611)

Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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(637)

Richard Williams WINDOW CLEANING

 Friendly, reliable and local!  Wash and Reach up to 50ft.
 Windows, doors, conservatories.  Solar Panels.

 Gutters cleaned, cleared and repaired.

   Very competitive prices    Free quotes    Discount for OAPs

PRESSURE WASHING,  DRIVEWAY 
& PATIO CLEANING,   SOFT WASHING

Mobile:  07872 937403 or 01278 671918 
Email:  rwilliams25@hotmail.co.uk

(646)



September 2020 61

Thought for the Month - 
September 2020
On the back of each five-pound note there is a picture of Sir Winston Churchill and in 
the background the Palace of Westminster with the Elizabeth Tower (formally known 
as the Clock Tower) which houses Big Ben. On the tower, two of the clock’s faces are 
portrayed. At first sight it appears that the clock hands on each dial are synchronised, 
but very close inspection reveals that they are not. One dial shows the time as 3 o’clock 
and the other as 12.15. You will require a very good hand lens to see the difference. None 
of us are perfect, we all make mistakes even those people who design our bank notes.

God knows that we are prone to error and he also knows that we sometimes do 
him a disservice by the sin of omission or commission; it is sadly part of our human 
nature. The good news is that God will forgive us if we confess our wrong doing and 
repent. Repentance does not just mean saying sorry, it also means a turning around 
and making a genuine effort not to repeat that which is unacceptable in his sight. We all 
fall short of what God would have us be but he accepts us just as we are, faults and all.

Bill Hudson, Wedmore Methodist Church

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill,

Thanks for the August edition of the IOW News, well done in 
providing a small return to normality!

As the Chair of the former Neighbourhood Plan Group, 
I have some sympathy for the views expressed by both Trevor 
Prideaux and Polly Costello that the contents of the final Plan 
are not being respected by Sedgemoor DC in its planning decisions.

Whilst it is accepted that the Plan is not a ̀ magic bullet` to protect the village from 
all unwanted development, there is a danger of wide-spread public disillusionment if 
it is perceived that three years of community effort is being binned. SDC now has a 
big test before it with the recent submission of applications for housing development 
on the next phase of the Strongvox site next to the School and the field between the 
allotments and Combe Batch. Neither is allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan.

The developer`s rationale is that there continues to be unmet affordable housing 
need for local people, based on the 2018 SDC report. Whilst I have no objection to 
providing affordable housing for local people, much has changed since the survey 
was done. For example, affordable housing is being provided at both Cross Farm and 
Wedmore Grange. Until we see if this is fully taken up by local people, we cannot be 
sure that an unmet need remains.
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Wedmore Bed & Breakfast
 

Bright, spacious bedroomswith 
private bathroom. Pretty Garden

 

Peaceful  and relaxing …just a stones throw 
from Wedmore's fantastic  pubs and shops.

For great rates and more information 
 

07557 912 468 
 

sallya.lee@gmail.com 
 
 

(585)

M.G. CONSTRUCTION
&….

   Building & renovation 

   Roo�ing, carpentry 

   Painting , tiling 

   Bathroom & kitchen �itting 

   Gardening, fencing 

   Groundwork. Landscaping 

Fully insured
Tel  07447046441

Email  markgreenan1986@gmail.com

M.G.	  CONSTRUCTION
&….

èGroundworks	  with	  digger
èHard	  landscaping
èRoofing	  &	  carpentry	  
èKitchen	  installation	  
èFully	  insured	  
è30	  years	  experience	  

07447046441

SCCCCS

(636)

 
 

Martin and Rachel welcome you to 

PPrroowwssee    
AAnnttiiqquueess  aanndd  IInntteerriioorrss  

1 Borough Mews, Wedmore 
 

Celebrate nostalgia in all things 
useful & beautiful 

 

Our new venture… come to see 
our cabinets in 

The Treasure Chest Tea Shop! 
 
We will be open for Wedmore Street Fair – 
raising funds for Toilet Twinning and the PTAs! 

If you have any questions, find us on Facebook – 
Prowse Antiques and Interiors  

or call us on 01934 712453 or 07860 837 680 

 
(645)

C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)
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(670)

B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(586)
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Can I suggest that interested readers write to SDC stating that no decision should 
be made on either application until we have better, up-to-date, information on whether 
the recently provided affordable housing satisfies current levels of need.

Bob Sellwood

Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
If the Club had been busy in June with the return of competitive 
golf it was even busier in July with over 1,100 rounds of golf in 
Open Week and all four Club Championships being decided. It was 
Open Week with a difference at Wedmore this year with no evening 
presentations and outdoor tables far busier than in the Club House. 
Competition started with a huge field of over 160 home players and 
visitors playing a Betterball. Scores were even better than usual with Justin Lane 
and W. Neale scoring 46 points but only beating Liz and Charles Sweeney into 
second place on countback. Liam Cann and Dale Worthington led for much of the 
day, finally finishing third on 45.

Scores in the Monday Stableford were slightly subdued with only Daryl Cornelius 
scoring over 40 to claim the overall Men’s prize. Jim Vearncombe won the division 1 
prize on 38. Alasdair McDonald won division 2 on 39 with Simon Moss and Phillip 
Horn taking the other two places. Alison Dodkin with 37 was best of the ladies 
but only on countback from Collette Sweeting who took the divisional prize. The 
Tuesday Bowmaker saw three teams all finish on 87 points with Ian Williams, Chris 
McKinley, Frank Denniston and Dave Skelton winning on countback from visitors 
O.Barratt, T,Horsey, K.Poulsom and M.Fordon with Daryl Cornelius, Dave Ash, 
John Wormald and Rod Stewart third.

Wednesday is Greensomes with a brilliant 44 from father and son Ben and Josh 
Barwell putting them 5 clear of Simon Moore and Pete Brown who beat Joan Peck 
and Toni Ribi on countback. Round of the week though was a nett 62 from Abi 
Moore to win the Overall Ladies Trophy in the Medal. Annya Patten was best gross, 
Sara Cox-Conklin won division 1 and Jenny Thomas won division 2

There was more good scoring in the Men’s division with Glyn Petrie Overall 
winner on 66, 2 better than Toni Ribi who won the division 1 prize. There were two 
scores of 66 in division 2 with Frank Sparks beating Ken Lohmann on countback. 
There were two competitions this year on Thursday with another bowmaker in 
the afternoon which was won by Louise Allen, Dawn Chadwick, Nick Parker and 
M.Weeks with 85, 8 clear of Peter Searle ,P.Blackwell, A. Pollard and S.Bawden 
with Sue and Alasdair McDonald with Ann and Russell Dixon third.

There were over 200 players for the Texas Scramble with 11 scores under 60, 
best of all being Paul and Nicola Stevenson with Sam Chapman and Greg Cox on 
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55.4 followed by Alan Richardson, Ross Aitken, Marc Large and S.Kaye on 57.6 
and the Lockley family, Ffion, Harriet, Rachel and Steve third on 58.2.

There was a large field for this year’s Club Championship, 36 holes played over 
a week-end. After Saturday’s round Stuart Bishop led with a gross 72 putting him 
one ahead of reigning champion Ben Barwell, and 4 better than a chasing group of 
4 players. Steve Smith led the way in the nett scores with a 66, one ahead of Steve 
Lawrence.

If it was blustery on Saturday it was blowing a gale on Sunday, particularly on the 
back nine. By then though Barwell had already made his move, taking a 5 shot lead 
by the turn and playing steadily on the back nine to finish on 75 taking the Jackson 
Cup with a two-round total of 148. Bishop held on for second place, adding an 81 
in the second round for a total of 153 with Sam Chapman a further 4 shots back in 
third. In the nett competition for the Directors’ Cup, Sean Gray was one of very 
few players under his handicap adding a 68 to his day one 70 to win on 138 ahead 
of Ross Aitken who had a 69 on day two.

The Senior Ladies held their competition the previous Thursday. On another 
windy day players struggled but Marlyn Jackson took the Ann Adams Claret Jug 
with 88 which put her three ahead of runner-up Jane Hewitt who beat Shirley 
Turner by a single shot. Penny Oliver won the Vera Ireland Trophy for best nett 
with a handicap busting nett 67, 4 ahead of Karen Clark with Janet Robson in third. 
Vera Ireland scored 71 to take the over seventy prize whilst Esme Gulliver won in 
the over-eighties with 79.

The Ladies played their Championship over two days for the first time. The 
first day left both gross and nett championships finely balanced. In the gross 
Championship Annya Patten and Shirley Gooding both had gross 85s to lead Marlyn 
Jackson by 3 shots The nett scores were even closer with four players, Marion Warren 
Smith, Ruth Rogers Sarah Matthews plus Shirley Gooding all on 74.

Day two developed into a battle between Patten and Gooding with Patten seeming 
to just be holding the edge until shots into the water on 16 and17 proved expensive 
with Gooding holding her nerve on the last hole to take the Championship by a single 
shot, 171 against 172. Marlyn Jackson was third. Ange Webber and Deidre Wheadon 
put in a second strong round having been just off the nett lead on Thursday so that 
both finished on 148 with Webber taking the title by virtue of a better second day.

Last to play their Championship were the Seniors, starting on a wet and windy 
Monday which pushed scores up, particularly for early players. Only two players 
broke 80, Nick Parker and Mike Garbutt both finishing on 79 with Toni Ribi just 
2 shots further back. Both Nick Smith and Mike Peacock had nett 68 to lead the 
challenge for the nett trophy but Ian Robson was just a shot behind. The weather 
improved dramatically for day 2 but scores were not much better with the exception 
of Philip Horn who scored a nett 65 to steal the nett trophy from Ian Robson who had 
another under par round of 68 but lost out on countback. In the gross competition, 
both Nick Parker and Mike Garbutt struggled and it was Terry Clark who started 
to challenge. Eventually his score of 79 was not enough to overcome Toni Ribi who 
put in a second excellent round of 82 to become Champion for the first time.
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007)

RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

(535)

 

 

N Duckett Tree Surgery 

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk  
 

 All aspects of tree work undertaken 
 NPTC qualified  
 Fully Insured  
 11 Years’ Experience 
 Hedge Cutting 
 Garden Clearance 
 Stump Grinding 

 
 

07792042388 
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 



September 2020 67

Club champion Ben Barwell with Nett champion Sean Gray 
receiving trophies from Club Captain Tim Harris

Ladies Champion Shirley Gooding receiving her trophy from Ladies Captain Sue Chambers

Tony Biggs
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Church News
Ordination for Sam Healey
Our new curate, Sam Healey, is due to be ordained at Wells Cathedral on Sunday 
27 September. We don’t have details of the service yet, but we are sure that it will be 
live streamed. Please keep your eye on our website or weekly newsletters for updates 
on this.

Harvest Festival
One of the high points in the church’s year, particularly in a rural area, is when we 
come together to give thanks for another year’s harvest. The churches are always 
abundantly decorated; the favourite old harvest hymns are sung; produce is brought 
to church, offered and then given away to charity as a symbol of our response to God’s 
generosity; we remember those in parts of the world where the harvest is poor; and 
then often food is shared at a lunch or a supper. Harvest this year is still an important 
part of our calendar, however I hope that you understand that our plans are somewhat 
fluid as organising any events is still problematic.

This year harvest will have a special resonance as it will be an opportunity to gather 
up the harvest of these last strange and turbulent months, for good or bad, and that 
which we have lost and that which we have gained.

So whether you are a farmer, an allotment holder, a gardener or simply someone 
who wants to give thanks for the harvest, do come along to one of our churches. Each 
celebrates harvest in its own special way and on a separate date, so there are plenty 
of opportunities to join in.

4 October 10.30 am St Mary’s Wedmore:

Harvest Festival Family Service with food to follow. (Please see our website or call 
Heather Hector on 712478 for more information)

11 October 11.00 am Holy Trinity, Blackford:

Harvest Praise followed by Harvest Ploughman’s lunch takeaway. (All are welcome - 
please call Sue Painter on 712528 if you would like to register for your Ploughman’s)

20 September 11.00 am Christchurch, Theale:

Harvest Festival Communion followed by a bring your own picnic lunch in the orchard 
behind the village hall if fine weather. (All are welcome but please call Mrs Mary 
Hatch or Elizabeth Coulter 712 144 if you would like to come to lunch).

4 October 9.00 am Allerton Church:

Family Service and Harvest Festival
Please note that social distancing guidelines mean that churches can’t sit as many 

people as usual, so if you are hoping to come along, please do contact us beforehand 
via an email to stmarywedmore@gmail.com so that we can make sure that we can 
accommodate everyone.
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The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Feeling tired, stressed or anxious?
Want to reduce pain, especially from arthritis?
Suffering from ongoing medical conditions?

Need relief  during cancer treatments?

Lift your mood and get a feeling of  wellbeing
Come and experience the benefits of  these holistic treatments

Find out more
 Contact Wendy Rider on 07935 275451 or email wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from Essence Beauty, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB

(685)



70 September 2020

(388)

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)
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Messy Church Returns
We are still working out the details at the time of going to press, but we are looking 
forward to welcoming families back once more for Messy Praise on Saturday 19 
September at 3pm. Please look out for posters and our notice board for details.

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 25 September, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle 
prayer pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that 
make up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, 
stopping at various points and praying for the particular communities. 
Details of timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome 
to join him at any of the stops.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Sunday  6 Trinity 13 10.30 am Informal worship

   6.00 pm Start the Week

Sunday 13 Trinity 14 10.30 am Parish Communion

    6.00 pm Start the Week Taize style

Sunday 20 Trinity 15  8.00 am Communion BCP

   10.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 27 Trinity 16  No Service

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday  6 Trinity 13 9.00.am Parish Communion

Sunday 13 Trinity 14 9.00 am Morning Praise

Sunday 20 Trinity 15 6.00 pm Evening service following 
Annual Meeting

Sunday 27 Trinity 16 6.00 pm Informal evening ‘Zoom’ 
service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 6 Trinity 13 11.00.am Parish Communion

Sunday 13 Trinity 14 11.00 am Morning Praise

Sunday 20 Trinity 15 11.00 am Harvest Communion

Sunday 27 Trinity 16  No Service
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Allerton Church
Sunday  6 Trinity 13 9.00.am Family Service

Sunday 13 Trinity 14 9.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 20 Trinity 15 9.00 am Morning Praise

Sunday 27 Trinity 16 9.00 am Communion
We are open for public worship and are delighted to be able to invite people back 
to join us at all of our four churches (Allerton; Christchurch Theale; Holy Trinity, 
Blackford; and St Mary’s, Wedmore). Our worship will continue to be offered online 
and you can join in with a Sunday service, via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. There is 
a daily prayer on Facebook Live 9 am until 9.20am. On Monday through to Saturday. 
www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/

Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 

found www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Bagley Baptist Church
The building has been closed but the church is very much alive & open with many 
online events taking place. Every Sunday from 10.30am - Morning service via our 
Bagley Baptist You Tube channel. www.tinyurl.com/y6k3l7cb
Communion is shared on the first Sunday of the month. Home groups, prayer 
meetings, youth groups and more. For further information or support please ring 
(01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

We would love to hear from you.

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
For more information about how the surgery is operating at the moment, please refer 
to the ‘Health and Wellbeing’ article in the ‘News’ section.

Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
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Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

 Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. 

Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The scheduled bus services to Bridgwater on Wednesday 
and Street on Friday have restarted in July; it is hoped 
to restart the full normal service to Taunton (Tuesday) 
and Weston (Thursday) later. The services are subject to 
Covid-19 restrictions which include all passengers having 
to wear face masks and sitting well apart; this has meant 
the capacity of the bus has been reduced.

As usual, you will be picked up and left at your house, so it operates more like a 
taxi service.

If you would like to volunteer to drive the bus on a regular basis, you will need a 
code D1 entitlement on your driving license; please contact David Knight (712388).

To use the Bridgwater service please contact Angeline Duckett (712631) between 
6.00pm and 6.30pm on Tuesday and for Street likewise Carol Aycliffe (713471) on 
Thursday evening.
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Crossword 38 Answers
Across: 1. Negative equity 10. Elucidate 11. Extra 12. Tillage 13. Shrift 15. Wipe 
17. Out on a limb 19. Litmus test 21. Inch 23. Choose 24. Needful 27. Carer 
28. Eliminate 29. Epidemiologist

Down: 2. Equal 3. Animal 4. Inadequate 5. Even 6. Quechua 7. Intuition 8. Yeast 
9. Tea towel 14. Poison pill 16. Potpourri 18. Beholden 20. Upsurge 22. Sewing 
23. Cache 25. Flats 26. Yeti

A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

(480)



 
 

     To quote Cicero – “All you need is a 
library and a garden.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This fits the bill in 
Meare at £650,000 

 
 

and  offers so much 
more! 

 
 

Call to View 
and if you're thinking 
of selling - talk to us. 

 
       
 
 

 
 

We’re enjoying the strongest market for years with many 
buyers heading west from London and the south east. 

 
 

Call and let us explain why we believe we're the best 
estate agency in the region. 

If you’re selling we probably have a buyer for you on our 
register already. 

 
Tel:01934 710 220 

or email me personally:   rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 

Roderick Thomas  Chartered Surveyor 
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charlesbarnard.co.uk Wedmore 01934 710 510     Shepton 01749 342 341● ●

CHEDDAR £975,000
Hanam Manor is a historic 13th century detached property, and thought to be the oldest house in Cheddar. Located in the centre of the village, this Grade II listed detached
property has been sympathetically modernised throughout, whilst carefully retaining the original features you will expect in a home of this age. These include three inglenook
fire places, all with log burners and two with original bread ovens. Five reception rooms, kitchen, utility and store room. Four double bedrooms, all with en suite facilities. The
fifth bedroom is currently used as a home office. The current owners operate a successful B & B business. With planning consent to convert the pool room into
accommodation, there are further income options. Attractive south facing rear garden and in addition to the garage there is off road parking for up to ten cars.

WEDMORE £599,950
Old Cyder House is a three bedroom two bathroom detached property which is conveniently located within walking distance of the village and all it amenities. Whilst in need
of modernisation, there are charming features, including exposed ceiling beams and an inglenook fireplace in the spacious dual aspect living room. The ground floor
accommodation also includes a kitchen breakfast room and a downstairs WC. On the first floor there are three bedrooms, a bathroom and a shower room. Outside, the rear
garden is mainly laid to lawn with a selection of planted borders. There are two seating areas, one directly outside the living room which extends around to the side, and
another private patio area in the far corner of the garden. There is an open garage as well as off road parking. Offered with the benefit of no onward chain.


