
December 2020 
No. 489

ISLISLE OFE OF  
WEDMORE WEDMORE 

NEWSNEWS



(555)

(555)



December 2020 3

Editorial
Dear Readers
A warm and hearty welcome one and all to this the December Edition, number 489.

Firstly, our apologies for the late arrival of the IOW News through your letterboxes, 
I am afraid this was unavoidable due to the limitations placed upon us by Lockdown 
2, which has led to an inevitable delay.

It is a tad difficult to second guess what, if any, restrictions will be in force come 
Christmas from the time of writing (5 November). One thing I am absolutely certain 
of though, is that here in Wedmore we will have a great time regardless. So don’t 
let the constant array of doomsayers postulating from every TV channel and social 
media outlet get you down. Let the festivities begin in all earnest and please see full 
details of our reduced, but still outstanding programme of Christmas events and so 
much more in the following pages.

On behalf of all associated with the publication of the IOW News, we wish you 
a very Merry Christmas. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this and all the 
other editions throughout the year and also to our sponsors without whom we couldn’t 
continue. Happy reading and stay safe.

Bill

Deadline for January Edition: 1 December 2020
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (710637) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons 
does not want your entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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Front Cover
I thought that a lighthouse was an appropriate symbol, shining a light in these troubled 
times. This photo was taken in Burnham-on-Sea by Dawn Pallant. She gave it the 
title ‘the solitary saviour’.

News
Parish Council Business
The October meeting was once again held via Zoom video conferencing due to the 
ongoing coronavirus issue. The proposed ‘safe cycle route’ between Wedmore and 
Blackford was still ongoing as were the traffic calming proposals in Pilcorn Street. 
It was suggested that the proposed car park extension could cost in the region of 
£200k and some members felt this ought to be reconsidered. It was suggested that the 
proposed site could be used as a community open space with ‘Forest School’ facilities 
etc. for local young people. The matter was deferred to a future meeting. Members 
agreed to co-opt David Cox from Townsend Lane as a member representing Wedmore 
Ward. David will be formally introduced and welcomed at the next meeting. There 
is still a vacancy for a Blackford Councillor. It was agreed to supply Christmas trees 
to local businesses and the churches as usual. Two new members agreed to serve on 
the Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee.

Finally, this Christmas will probably be one of the most difficult to get through 
due to the coronavirus restrictions. Owing to social distancing, public and private 
gatherings are severely restricted. On behalf of the Chair and all members of the 
Parish Council I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas.

Rod Pring, Parish Clerk, 
Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Report from District Councillors
Polly and Will both attended Full Council via Teams; the session was confidential so 
we can’t tell you about it.

Polly spoke in favour of a local application at the Planning Committee, the officer’s 
recommendation was to refuse but Polly, along with the help of Sue Worrall and 
the applicant, managed to get the recommendation turned around, thanks to some 
common sense from the committee, but it was a tight 7-8 in favour, but a victory 
none the less!!

Both of us have been involved with some gardening duties this month...Will helped 
replant the pots in Burnham with winter pansies and Polly joined Green Wedmore 
pulling up nettles in the soon to be Worthington Woods project; we were all tingling 
after that. Polly also helped litter pick and found loads of empty plastic bottles in the 
ditches up at Heath House.

Will and Polly attended an Axe/Brue drainage board site visit as a bank had 
breached and is a flood risk. There were four meetings in succession, totalling 10 
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        Christmas Boxes        

 

Box     £ 25.00 
 

1lb Pork Sausages 
1lb pork Chipolatas 

1lb Pork Sausage meat 
1lb Back Bacon 

8oz  Streaky Bacon 
2lb Gammon Joint 

 
 

  

Box  £ 45.00 
 

2lb Pork Sausages 
1lb Pork Chipolatas 

1lb Pork Sausage meat 
1lb Back Bacon 

1lb Streaky Bacon 
3lb Leg Pork 

3lb Gammon Joint 

 
 

All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

 
Tel     01934 712311 (221)

(644)
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800 years ago the monks of
Glastonbury grew grapes on the
south-facing slope of the Isle of
Wedmore. Mowbarton Estate has
revived that tradition with Pinot
Blanc, Pinot Meunier and
Chardonnay vines planted in view
of Glastonbury Tor. Long hours of
summer sunlight, freedom from

frost, and gentle breezes from the
Bristol Channel produce a classic
cool-climate sparkling wine. Made
in the same way as champagne
(hence the long wait as the bottles
mature on the lees), it is softer and
fruitier - like champagne used to
taste before climate change made
the grapes ripen too fast!

To order a bottle (or more!):  info@mowbartonbarn.co.uk / 07919 100455

(592)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)
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hours in all, drainage is a complex issue! We had so many meetings as the CEO had 
reported a Grievance against him, so we were invited to attend an extraordinary 
meeting to discuss. We also attended a fourth meeting to vote on a Strategic Review 
of Plant, Machinery and Manpower.

Will attended an Audit and Governance meeting.
Polly chaired a Licensing and General Purposes committee, Will was present as 

a committee member. There was an interesting presentation from Lizzie Kingsbury 
from CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau) about Gambling Harm Awareness. They support 
managers and front line staff to help the public with issues such as debt and gambling 
problems. There are 11 project workers in England and Wales and four in Scotland. 
Some of the gambling statistics are truly horrifying: In the UK the total gross gambling 
yield is £14.4 billion, £7 billion being online gambling. There are 10.5 million online 
gamblers, 350,000 are young gamblers spending their own money, 55,000 are classified 
as having a gambling problem. The committee meeting followed this talk where 
we considered proposed amendments to the taxi Licensing Policy and Conditions. 
Licensing panels were noted since the last committee was held.

Many of you will be aware of the current large planning applications in the village 
and, on behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to assure you all that we are very 
much against any more large developments within our village and have made that 
quite clear to SDC. Thank you to all of you who made the effort to comment on the 
planning portal; let’s keep everything crossed.

As this will be in the December issue, we both wish you all a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Covid-19 free New Year. Let’s hope that 2021 is easier for us all.

Polly and Will

Christmas Grand Draw
A raffle with a difference to make Yule Tide last

Twelve days of Christmas like the song from the past

The winner to be drawn on the twenty third of December

Definitely a magical date to remember.

The prize is a box filled with delights

To keep you smiling through to twelfth night.

Just like the song, a gift everyday

A £5 raffle ticket is all you pay.

A surprise all wrapped up to fill you with glee

Perhaps even a Partridge in a Pear Tree!

All proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Church, Wedmore.

Tickets for sale in Wedmore Village Store, The Cottage Gallery, and The Old Sweet Shop.
Contact Suzie Ladbrooke 01934 712943
suzieladbrooke@hotmail.com
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Living Advent Calendar
Despite everything this year has thrown at us, Wedmore’s Living Advent Calendar 
will be back. In fact, it feels more important than ever this year to light up Wedmore 
through the dark nights of Advent. So on evenings between 1 and 24 December 
householders from across the village are looking forward to unveiling a lit and 
decorated window each evening. This year we won’t be encouraging people to gather 
at a particular time, but hope that you will enjoy each new window.

Look out for the map of all the homes and dates which will be on our website and 
in local venues. If you want to find out more, go to the website – www.lacw.co.uk - or 
join our Facebook page – Wedmore Living Advent Calendar or follow us on Twitter 
at @wedmoreliveadv1.

Wedmore Christmas Cards

Thanks again to Mark Hamlin for allowing us to use the drone image of the church 
and village to create a lovely, snowy Wedmore Christmas Card.

The cards are on sale now from The Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore at Box Cottage 
07984 924432 and from The Cottage Gallery (after the lockdown).

The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize organisers are pleased to announce the following:

The presentation for this year’s Turnip Prize will take place at 6pm on Tuesday 1 
December online.
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B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)

(693)

Sprig & Sorrel
F L O R A L  D E S I G N

Proudly Created in Wedmore
C H R I S T M A S  W R E A T H S ,  B O U Q U E T S , 
A R R A N G E M E N T S  &  I N S T A L L A T I O N S

I use home-grown and 
locally sourced seasonal 

flowers and foliage to create 
stunning designs in my 
studio at Heath House.

F R E E  L O C A L  D E L I V E R Y

Philippa Bowes 07813 755013
Instagram: @sprigandsorrel

PHILIPPA BOWES Sprig & Sorrel Wedmore Advert.indd   1PHILIPPA BOWES Sprig & Sorrel Wedmore Advert.indd   1 02/11/2020   11:3502/11/2020   11:35
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MENDIP WINES
(Produced from Perch Hill Vineyard)
WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP

01749 870062 or 07834 658021

Christmas Special Offer for all wines - Gift Bag

Looking for a unique and special local product for 
your friends and family this Christmas, buy a bottle 
of fine wine from a local Vineyard here in Somerset, 
previously seen at Wells Food Festival and Nyland 
Manor Xmas Fair, but unfortunately due to Covid 
all these events are cancelled and therefore I am 
promoting my wine in local magazines.

Vintage Sparkling Brut 2017 £18
Chardonnay White 2018 £10
Pinot Noir Red 2018 £12
Ortega White 2019 £10
Rose 2019 £10

Please ring Jenny 
or message me 
on Facebook to 
place an order 
and I will deliver 
locally to you, 
or p&p.

(691)

RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)

(678)

Registered Charity No. 1094446  Company No. 4530979

■   Support the appeal and donate online  
at www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter

■   Donate by calling 01749 344949
■   If you donate online during the  

Big Give Christmas Challenge  
1st–8th December – we will  
double your donation

No one should have 
to choose between 
heating and eating  

Donate your Winter 
Fuel Payment and help 
people like George 
stay warm, safe and 
well this winter

CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 2020
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The World Famous ‘Turnip Prize’ is a spoof of the lesser-known Turner Prize and 
has been running for twenty two years. It is awarded to the person who has created 
something that they perceive to be crap art using the least amount of effort possible. 

This year we have received a record number of entries, crossing the 100 mark for 
the second time in succession – 120 in total! We have ordered a second skip!! 

This year’s finalists are:

‘A Brush with Death by Robin Deadrest 
(A robin laid on its back next to a paint brush)

‘Back to the Fuchsia’ by Pete Lamb 
(A baby doll with its back to a fuchsia plant)

 ‘Fur Load’ by Jolly Roger 
(A large bundle of fur)

‘Lockdown’ by Herewe Goagain 
(A padlock on top of a pile of duck down feathers)

‘Rock on Tommy’ by The Very Reverent Canon Ball 
(A rock on top of a tomato)

‘Shut the D**k Up’ by Doug Tunn 
(A duck with gaffer tape over its beak)

All photographs copyright to The Turnip Prize.

Wedmore Real Ale Week
Who would have thought back in March, that the current coronavirus pandemic 
would continue to seriously impact our daily lives throughout the remainder of 2020?

Unfortunately our efforts to put on an alternative local event to promote real ale 
and also assist the local pubs and breweries has also been thwarted by the pandemic and 
the government’s decision to put England into a second lockdown. We have therefore 
decided to cancel our plans for a Wedmore Real Ale Week event and to start focusing 
our attention on next year’s 20th Real Ale Festival, which we aim to make the best 
festival yet.

The committee would like to say a big thank you to all the local pubs who agreed 
to participate in the planned event and we are sorry we were unable to champion 
local real ale, and support you and the local breweries.

As a gesture of thanks and solidarity to all the participating pubs that are open 
and trading on the 18 December, we will be providing some real ale to complement 
your Christmas assortment and bring some festive cheer to all concerned.

We would also like to thank all the sponsors who had agreed to sponsor the 
alternative event.

On behalf of the committee, we wish you all a very safe, healthy and Merry 
Christmas and we hope to look forward to a more normal 2021.
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As ever, we thank you for your continued support and if you want to keep up to date with 
our plans for next year’s festival, please like our Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival, 
follow us on twitter @WedmoreRealAle or go to our website www.wedmorerealale.com.

Stay safe and stay healthy.
Alan Page 

Wedmore Real Ale Festival

Keeping our Christmas Lights On?
This year, our cross-street Christmas Lights have been made possible 
by generous donations from Helen Ball, Keith and Jan Boulnois, Chris 
and Katherine Fitton, Ken and Carole Lohman, Glen Bunn and John 
Williams, Alan Philps and Wayne Hahn and Ross and Jan Young. 
Switch-on is at 5pm on 1 December.

We would very much like to be able to display these lights every 
Christmas, so we are looking for a generous Group, Company or sponsor 
that could step in to ‘save our Christmas Lights’ for next year and beyond. The cost for 
putting up and taking down the lights is around £1,200 each year and Dennis Briaris 
has kindly volunteered to continue handling all the ‘technical aspects’. If you are able 
to help then I would love to hear from you (Suzanne.metters@hotmail.com). Thank 
you very much.

Suzanne Metters

Weston Hospice to hold ‘Light up a Life’ Services
‘Light  up a  Life ’  i s 
Weston Hospicecare’s 
annual appeal and sees 
hundreds  of  people 
honour their lost loved 
ones at Christmas.

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h r e e 
s p e c i a l l y - o r g a n i s e d 
church services will be led 
by Weston Hospicecare’s 
Chaplain, Karen Murphy, 
at St Paul’s Church in 
Weston-super-Mare on 
Monday 7 December at 

1.30pm, 4.30pm and 7.30pm. The services will look different this year due to the 
pandemic, with face coverings worn by all in attendance and social distancing in place.

The services will be open to advanced ticket holders only and limited to 
approximately 50 guests per service. Weston Hospicecare are limiting the number 
of people from each group attending to two people to ensure as many families as 
possible can honour their loved ones this winter. The tickets will be allocated on a 
first come, first served basis.

The 7.30pm service will be streamed live on our website. It will then be made 
available to watch at a later date.
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It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  

With our Garden opened for Café customers in July, 
our fabulous new Garden Room extension is also now open.

Come and enjoy both our Garden Room and Garden. The Garden Room will 
serve only Light Lunches between 12.00-2.30pm  - so booking is advisable.  

(Due to space restrictions, there will only be space for 12 customers.)

Once our Café is fully up and running we are planning a 
great 2 or 3 course lunch for our Garden Room (12.00-2.30pm)

The Garden Room will be also available for private evening The Garden Room will be also available for private evening 
functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.

The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB  
www.pumpkinwedmore.co.uk - Tel: 01934 713 289

(380)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Feeling tired, stressed or anxious?
Want to reduce pain, especially from arthritis?
Suffering from ongoing medical conditions?

Need relief  during cancer treatments?

Lift your mood and get a feeling of  wellbeing
Come and experience the benefits of  these holistic treatments

Find out more
 Contact Wendy Rider on 07935 275451 or email wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from Essence Beauty, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB

(685)
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(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

We offer a friendly, professional 
and reliable gardening service 
throughout Wedmore  
and the surrounding area. 
Our gardening expertise covers a 
range of garden tasks, including:

• Garden Maintenance              
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

Wedmore 
Gardens

(591)
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Christmas is a hard time for those missing a loved one. Their absence will be deeply 
felt, whether the loss was recent or several years ago. Taking part in our annual ‘Light 
up a Life’ appeal is a very special way to remember the life of someone close to you at 
Christmas while helping to provide care for another family facing the most difficult of times.

To make a dedication in memory of a loved one to support Weston Hospicecare 
you can light a lantern and or make an entry to the book of remembrance. Supporters 
are asked to make a donation in exchange for their dedications. They can be arranged 
by calling 01934 423960.

For further information about Weston Hospicecare’s work, or about other ways 
you can support us, visit www.westonhospicecare.org.uk.

Work on St Mary’s Church
Several people have asked what has been going on as they have seen workmen outside 
the church during October and November and so some explanation is needed!!

A recent inspection of the church building identified many sections of the walls 
and window mullions where the stone or mortar had severely eroded leaving the walls 
subject to the ingress of water and consequential long-term damage to the fabric 
of the building. In addition, the guards to six of the stained glass windows had also 
deteriorated to the extent that they were no longer capable of serving their purpose. 
There was little option but to undertake significant repairs to ensure the walls and 
windows were preserved in good order.

The church council therefore sought quotations to repair these defects and Corbel 
Conservation Limited has completed the work which has cost nearly £20,000. It was 
in part funded by the Friends of St Mary’s who have covered the £8000 cost of the 
stained glass window guards, for which the Church Council is very grateful.

Mike Gelder 
Keeper of the Fabric, St Mary’s Church Wedmore

Christmas Fancy Dress Walk – Sunday 27 December
Why not walk off the festive feast, forget about the virus and win a prize?

Choose a route, favourite or new, into the village and take notes 
of problems and report them to us between 2-4 pm. Venue TBC. 
Every person or group gets a lovely photograph published in the Isle 
of Wedmore News and the best fancy dress group effort (including 
homemade face masks and possibly muddy dogs) wins a prize.

Please visit theisleofwedmore.net for more information in mid-
December as lockdown restrictions are changing frequently.

‘Music Matters’
Continuing on from what was ‘Singing for the Brain’. We meet fortnightly via Zoom 
Tuesdays at 2.30pm. Open to supporting people with dementia, their carers and 
other senior members of the community who find themselves isolated during the 
unprecedented Covid-19 situation. Meet, Chat, Share and Sing! Previous singing 
experience is not necessary, we sing for the enjoyment!

Contact Maureen Campbell, trained Singing for the Brain leader and Movement 
Psychotherapist, by email: mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk
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Grants for Greener Homes
The Green Homes Grant scheme enables Sedgemoor residents to apply for vouchers 
worth thousands of pounds to make their homes more energy efficient.

Any Sedgemoor homeowner or landlord can apply for vouchers for green home 
improvements where the government will fund two-thirds of the cost of eligible works, up 
to £5,000, which could help families save up to £600 a year on energy bills. Low income 
households will be eligible for up to 100% government funding with a maximum of £10,000.

The scheme covers home insulation, low-carbon heating, draught proofing, 
windows and doors and heating controls and is applicable for all owner-occupied 
homes, landlords of privately and socially rented properties, park home owners, 
as well as people on low incomes. Residents must redeem the voucher and ensure 
improvements are completed by 31 March 2021.

Residents can check to see if they are eligible by using Simple Energy Advice’s 
checker at www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/pages/green-homes-grant

If you need advice and support on how to apply for the Green Homes Grant voucher, 
please contact the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) www.cse.org.uk/advice.

Learn more about the scheme here: www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-
homes-grant-scheme.

Paths of Wedmore – Use ‘em or Lose ‘em
A ‘citizen mapping’ project by the Ramblers charity has revealed that 
9000 miles of the 48,000 miles of missing paths from modern OS maps 
are within south-west England (Guardian 2Nov 2020).

The ‘Don’t Lose Your Way’ Campaign stressed the importance 
of protecting and registering paths by including them in official 
definitive maps registered and monitored by County Rights of Way 
(www.somerset.gov.uk/rightsofway) before 2026 or they will be lost and not protected by law.

Once legally recorded as a right of way onto official maps they will be protected for 
future generations. If you can’t find a path that seems to be on a new map then let us know.

Wedmore Walking Event
In October a few locals braved the stormy weather to walk paths close to the village 
centre. They noted the usual missing stiles, missing sign posts and overgrown paths 
so that in future they can be repaired. Thank you!

Path Plans
Next year a team of volunteers (including you?) are planning to repair and manage 
chosen routes from the edge of the parish into the village centre. This will mean digging, 
clearing, strimming and installing new steel kissing gates. No more struggling over stiles 
and unleashing the dog nor turning back due to maize forest or blocked paths.

The Parish Council is fully supportive of accessible pathways for leisure and access 
and will allocate funds for training, equipment and promotion.

Do you have a suggested favourite path that locals will enjoy? If so, it could be 
added to a network of arterial routes from Blackford to Theale to Cocklake to the 
Moors. If you have any ideas please email us - the path could have your name on it! 
pathsofwedmore@gmail.com.
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FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)
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(277)

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling
in the comfort of
your own home

for appointments
please call:

07866 732760

01934 750947

(559)

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382
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Wedmore 40 30 – 2021
Save the date!

All being well, the next edition of the Wedmore 40 30 will take 
place on Sunday 11 July... See you there.

In Loving Memory – Major General Christopher Last CB OBE
On the afternoon of Saturday 31 October Christopher Last of Orland Mill, 2 Gardiners 
Orchard, Wedmore, passed away peacefully. He had been ill for a long time with MSA 
(Multiple Systems Atrophy). He moved to Wedmore with his wife Pauline, 6 years 
ago, to be nearer his daughter. He regularly attended services at St. Mary’s and also 
really enjoyed roasts at Tuesday Lunch Club. In addition, thanks to the assistance 
of some very generous gentlemen, he was lucky enough to be able to attend Probus. 
Christopher was embraced by the village and enjoyed much of what it had to offer. 
His family is hugely grateful to everyone who welcomed him. They are sure that he 
would have wished to say a big ‘thank you’ to you all.

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and 
with the support of Wedmore Parish Council here is this month’s 
item relating to our health and wellbeing.

Wear Your Face Mask with Pride!
It seems like we will be required to wear face coverings of some sort for a while yet. If 
a face mask or covering is worn and used correctly it can help reduce the transmission 
of the Covid-19 virus. Here are some quick reminders of what we need to do to make 
our face covering as effective as possible. So when you are about to go into Wedmore 
stores or your favourite supermarket, here’s what to do. For full information and link 
to the Government advice go to www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links

Putting it on and taking it off!

1. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water 
for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a 
face covering on.

2. Put it on so that it covers your nose and mouth while 
allowing you to breathe comfortably. Make sure it fits 
comfortably but securely against the side of the face.

Avoid wearing it on your neck or forehead.

3. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds 
or use hand sanitiser before removing the face covering. Only handle 
the straps, ties or clips.
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4. Once removed, store reusable face coverings in 
a plastic bag until you have an opportunity to wash 
them.

5. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water 
for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once you have 
removed the mask.

(Thanks to Nandin Landers for his brilliant images!)

Key points to remember

A face covering should:

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton;
• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organization 

recommends three depending on the fabric used).

Other tips and guidance

• Avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and 
nose, as it could be contaminated with the virus.

• Change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it.
• Do not give it to someone else to use.
• If single-use, dispose of it carefully in a waste bin and do not recycle. Remember 

to cut the ties, as it could be a danger to animals if they become caught up. (Go 
to www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links for links to information about this).

• If reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest 
temperature appropriate for the fabric.

• Avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession (for example, 
when leaving and entering shops on a high street).

Christmas is Coming!
This is the season to be merry! We look forward to meeting with friends 
and family at this time of year, but this year it will be difficult for so many 
people to get together. We know that being isolated is not good for our 
health, so if you are going to be alone over the festive season or know 
someone who is isolated, we have a team of volunteers in our parish who 
are able to help. Follow the link on our website www.whawb.co.uk/iown-
links or contact Chair of Wedmore Parish Council, Polly Costello, on 07885 138898 
or 01934 713564.



December 2020 21

(599)

(606)

ccaallll  uuss::  0011993344  228899008899

ee--mmaaiill  uuss::  hheelllloo@@jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

wwwwww..jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

DDOO YYOOUU HHAAVVEE TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS??

JJAAMMDDEEGGAA CCAANN SSOOLLVVEE TTHHEEMM  !!!!

CCoonnttaacctt  JJaammddeeggaa ttoo  sseeee  hhooww  wwee  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu..

Jamdega
Making tech easy

For the home and business we can support you with following 
and much more

SSmmaarrtt  AAssssiissttaannttss
SSmmaarrtt  TTVVss

TTeecchh  SSuuppppoorrtt

DDeevviiccee  SSeett  UUpp
SSmmaarrtt  HHoommee

SSmmaarrtt AAnnyytthhiinngg!!

WWiiFFii
IInntteerrnneett

CCoonnnneeccttiivviittyy

Jamdega offers a variety of services to help you 
have great technology that works. 

Remove the hassle and forget the struggle, let 
Jamdega sort the tech. 

(680)
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C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)

(524)
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For the Latest Health News
Don’t forget you can find the latest news about Axbridge and Wedmore Medical 
Practice on the website www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpratice.nhs.uk. Our Health 
& Wellbeing website www.whawb.co.uk also is updated regularly with key information 
and links to relevant guidance.

Cathy Butterworth RN 
On behalf of Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project

Thank You from The Children’s Society
Despite the convoluted system this year for The 
Children’s Society Annual Collection Box-opening, the 
Society’s 43 local boxholders have collected £1183.77 
over the last 12 months. This is a record and is much 
appreciated by the Society, which is now busier than ever 
dealing with the effects of domestic, physical and mental fallout from lockdowns and 
extended restrictions on children and young people. A big ‘Thank You’ to you all.

Sue Burton 
Local Box Co-ordinator

Marathon Man
On Sunday 4 October life-
long Cocklake resident 
and current chair of the 
3Cs committee, Tim 
Hector ran the 26 miles 
of the London Marathon. 
Left to find his own route 
due to all of this year’s 
restrictions he ran the 
familiar lanes of Cocklake, 
Cheddar ,  Axbridge, 
Weare and Stoughton, 
coming down through 
Crickham to home. Family 
and friends supported 
him along the way as he 
completed his run.

Tim was running in 
support of the Sickle 
Cell Society in memory of his cousin Jacquie and Somewhere House run by his close 
friends to support anyone in Somerset in need of therapeutic services. Overall Tim 
raised £1521 for these two great causes.

Well done Tim, all of your family and friends are so proud of you.
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YFW Blood Bikes – Urgent Appeal
Yeovil Freewheelers (YFW) Blood Bikes offer a free emergency delivery service to 
the NHS. This vital service is run by a dedicated and unpaid team of volunteers and 
totally funded solely by donations from the public.

YFW Blood Bikes have 68 qualified riders running eight motorcycles from three 
hospital garages in Yeovil, Wincanton & Dorset County Hospitals. Coverage is the 
whole of Somerset and Dorset.

Urgent deliveries include blood/pathology, medicines, Covid-19 samples and scans 
to four major hospitals, twenty-four community hospitals and two treatment centres, 
24/7, 365 days a year.

In these days of Covid-19, deliveries have increased dramatically, with 463 
deliveries and 22,700 miles driven in one month. This has increased running costs at 
a time when donations have reduced considerably....therefore a problem.

There are many worthy charities in the UK and we feel that YFW Blood Bikes is 
certainly one of those. The good folk of Wedmore have a proven record for generosity, 
so please can you go to www.yfwbloodbikes.org and donate to allow this essential 
service to continue. Thank you.

David Ewens

Surviving Winter – You Don’t Have to Choose Between Heating and Eating
As we head into winter, many of us face an expensive – but essential – bill for heating 
our homes, while hundreds of our older neighbours here in Somerset are 
forced to choose between heating and eating. The coronavirus outbreak 
means that, for many older and vulnerable people, this winter will 
be even more difficult and worrying. Many will need to stay at 
home to keep themselves safe, and will find themselves cut off 
from family and friends, facing higher costs to heat their homes.

A shocking one in eight households in Somerset live in fuel 
poverty. Thanks to the bright idea of one generous pensioner, 
hundreds of older people in Somerset are being supported 
to stay warm, safe and well every winter through Somerset 
Community Foundation’s Surviving Winter campaign.

Surviving Winter encourages people who don’t need their Winter Fuel Payment 
to donate some or all of it to help local older people who are unable to afford to 
heat their homes.

Every year Surviving Winter helps around 500 elderly people living in Somerset 
through the cold winter months, thanks to generous local donors who, last year, 
donated over £100,000.

Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) is taking part in The Big Give, and 
online donations made to Surviving Winter during the week-long Big Give Christmas 
Challenge - midday Tuesday 1 December to midday Tuesday 8 December - will be 
doubled. So, not only will your donation be worth twice as much, but even more older 
and isolated people across the county will get the support they need this winter.

If you would like to donate to Surviving Winter, visit www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter 
or call SCF on: 01749 344949.
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(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

(370)

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)
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MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)

Ace of Spades

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price 

Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or

one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574)

Dimity Button
Creative Soft Furnishings
Exclusive Continental single and 
double width fabrics on the roll

Affordable bespoke making up service – my fabric or yours.

Measuring Service
How to Make workshops

10 The Borough Mall, Wedmore BS28 4EB
Email: julie@dimitybutton.co.uk

Tel: 01934 708953

www.dimitybutton.co.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 

10am -4pm,  Saturday 10am-12.30pm

Butt   n
Dimity    

Creative So� Furnishings

(625)

(635)
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Adopt-a-Grave
You may be aware that about 30 villagers, together with the Guides and Scouts, have 
adopted graves or areas of the churchyard.

The idea is to keep the churchyard looking .... well, like a cared-for country 
churchyard. Everyone has their own routine but a couple of maintenance visits a year 
and maybe a posy of flowers at Easter is all that it takes.

Always a few graves left. Give me a call or email me if you would like to lend a hand.
David Hopkins 

07984 924432

IT for the Terrified Update
We are not currently training during the current Covid-19 crisis, and our phone 
number has been temporarily suspended, but we are available via email or you can 
contact us through our website for advice on using your computer, iPhone, iPad, 
SmartPhone, tablet etc.

Also, you can check out our articles in the Mendip Times magazine – free in your 
area or on www.mendiptimes.co.uk

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified:
01934 741751 (temporarily suspended)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk 
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, 
Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308 : Company No. 06779600
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch.

Ethel Pople Deceased Charity and The Wedmore 
Charities
The late Ethel Pople, formerly of The Old Smithy, Cocklake, Wedmore, who died in 
1978, left a trust under her will for the assistance of the elderly and/or infirm of Cocklake, 
Clewer and Wedmore to be called ‘The Ethel Pople Trust’ in honour of ‘Our Blessed 
Lady of Wedmore’ and every year invitations are invited by the trustees from those who 
think they may qualify with a view to distribution of trust income.

The trustees of the Wedmore Charities, an entirely separate trust, also make annual 
distributions of trust income, predominantly to those within the parish who fall within 
the same definition, in other words, the elderly and/or infirm.

The trustees of both charities meet each year with a view to deciding how their 
combined distributions can be applied for the greater benefit of these entitled each year.

The trustees of both the Ethel Pople Trust and the Wedmore Charities therefore invite 
written application from those who qualify under the terms of these trusts with a view 
to distribution of the trust income in January 2021. Letters should state briefly the basis 
on which the applicants qualify, i.e. whether by a reason of age or infirmity and with any 
other relevant information as to the applicants’ circumstances that they feel able to give.
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The trustees of both charities will consider applications early in January with a 
view to distribution of trust income in the New Year.

Applications should be addressed to the Ethel Pople and Wedmore Charities 
Trustees, John Hodge Solicitors, Cheddar Road, Wedmore BS28 4EH for the attention 
of Ann Bennett-Helps.
Please note that if you have applied successfully before, the Trustees would like you to 
provide written confirmation that your circumstances have not changed.

Giant Oranges and the Real Value of Things!
‘NOW THEN young man,’ said a Somerset voice, ‘what would you say to dressing up 
as a giant Christingle orange?’

This voice was followed by another, ‘Ooh, yes what a super idea, a giant orange, 
he’d look smashing – couldn’t we make it out of papier mache?!’

I must confess I had been trying to write my sermon during this rather long Zoom 
meeting of regional clergy and had somewhat lost track of the discussion. But, with a 
start, I had been awoken from my theological musings and the vast bank of faces on 
my computer screen once more had my full, and undivided, attention.

At first, I was not sure if they were talking to me, as there were several young-ish 
people in this meeting. But within a moment, I was left in no doubt: ‘Well Sam, what 
do you think? It is all for a good cause and we could get you some little orange tights 
for your legs as well to complete the effect!’

How had we even got talking about this you might ask? Well, it would seem that 
Advent and Christmas are going to be a little different this year, not least in our 
local churches. As I am writing this a second month-long lockdown is about to begin 
and it has prompted a tidal wave of discussion about how we might meet the usual 
needs of our communities in the build-up to Yuletide. Admittedly, dressing up as a 
giant Christingle orange and roaming the streets of Wedmore, Theale, Allerton and 
Blackford is probably one of the more outlandish ideas.

Yet others, like socially distant carols, treasure hunts, charity hampers and a 
living advent calendar, helped to focus minds on what people really wanted. Such as 
fostering community spirit at such a special time of year; amidst some of the strangest 
times in living memory.

The philosopher Soren Kierkegaard is reputed to have told a story about a break 
in at a jeweller’s shop where the robbers, instead of stealing the items on display, 
merely swopped the prices around. Covid-19 has done the same for our society; and 
in the process forced us to reassess what is important to us: the environment, love, 
friendship, and our families, to name a few.

I for one have secretly asked Santa for time with close family and friends, which 
seems to have infinitely more value than before all this began.

Back on the Zoom meeting, after what seemed like an unnaturally long pause, all 
I could say was, ‘Well, possibly…’

There was another long pause, after which the Somerset voice replied, ‘I can see 
that you’re not going down a bundle on the orange tights idea, let’s just ditch those; 
but what do you reckon to a giant candle lit on your head?!’

Sam Healey
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OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

(688)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

Wedmore Bed & Breakfast
 

Bright, spacious bedroomswith 
private bathroom. Pretty Garden

 

Peaceful  and relaxing …just a stones throw 
from Wedmore's fantastic  pubs and shops.

For great rates and more information 
 

07557 912 468 
 

sallya.lee@gmail.com 
 
 

(585)

(602)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)
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Focus on Businesses
Mowbarton Estate – a Bubbly Business
There are many reasons why people start a new business, but if you had to guess the 
sequence of events that resulted in Peter Wright deciding to plant a vineyard, you 
would not have come up with a storm, a flooded house and a ditch.

Peter  was  born in 
Buckinghamshire and 
for many years was a 
journalist and editor based 
in London. When he was 
nearing retirement, he and 
his wife Dorothy started 
looking for a property in 
the Somerset countryside 
with easy access to London. 
It had to be large enough 
for their four children 
and grandchildren to 
visit and also have some 
outbuildings for holiday 
lets. They found Mudgley 
Farm.

The year after they 
moved there was a big 
storm and they were 
woken up at 6 am by their 
youngest son, who told 
them that the downstairs 
rooms were flooded! After 
the clean-up, Peter decided that he needed to dig a ditch so that any future rainwater 
could run off into the field. The ditch exposed layers of the soil (clay and limestone) 
and Peter realised that, as it also faced south, it could be a vineyard. Somerset has 
a number of vineyards and the history of wine making in the area goes back to the 
monks of Glastonbury. Despite being at the northern end of the vine-growing range, 
the Isle of Wedmore has more hours of daylight than France, little frost and winds 
off the Bristol Channel which keep the grapes free from mildew.

His first step was to seek advice. He contacted Colin Gillespie, who started 
producing wine in Somerset in the 1970s. Colin put him in touch with John Buchan, 
one of England’s leading viticulturists, who took soil samples and declared the site 
a potential winner. Peter decided to go ahead and plant 1250 vines on one of his six 
acres of land, learning as he went along. He planted three varieties: Pinot Blanc, 
Chardonnay and Pinot Meunier. Initially the plan was to make three different wines, 
but award-winning winemaker Steve Brooksbank, who would be pressing the grapes 
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for him in Bagborough, near Shepton Mallett, advised him to concentrate on using 
a blend of all three varieties to make sparkling wine.

Producing a good quality sparkling wine is a slow process, taking around three 
years from planting to market. Although the vines do need attention throughout the 
year, with pruning in January and February, most of the work is concentrated from 
August through to the harvest in October. The first full harvest was in 2016.

As soon as the grapes are picked they are sent to Steve Brooksbank for pressing and 
fermentation. The wine stays with him until the following August, when he bottles it 
with crown corks – like a beer bottle! The bottles are then transported back to Mudgley 
where they are kept in a cold store in bond for just over a year before being sent to 
Furleigh Estate in Dorset for the next part of the process: riddling (turning bottles) 
and disgorging (removing the sediment in the neck). The wine is then resealed with 
the final cork, foil and wire cage and matured again ‘on the lees’ until it is ready for 
the customer. The vineyard is currently producing about 2,000 bottles a year.

With the wine process well under way, Peter had to consider branding and graphic 
design. He chose to call the vineyard Mowbarton Estate (which sounds better than 
Mudgley Estate). Having launched magazine supplements rapidly in the past, he 
thought it would not take long to design and print a label for his wine. However, 
it took several months, as labels require very specific quality paper and design to 
project the right image. He approached Neil Tully of Amphora Design in Bath, a 
specialist in design and branding for the wine industry. Peter wanted the label to 
reflect elements of the area, so Neil created a special typescript with the ‘b’ in the 
shape of a shepherd’s crook and a heraldic crest with elements from Somerset county 
and vines. Peter launched the Mowbarton Estate website (mowbartonestate.co.uk) 
just before the March lockdown and had plans to attend local events to promote his 
wine. As that was not possible, sales have mainly been through word of mouth, guests 
at the holiday lets and online. Mowbarton Estate Somerset sparkling wine is also 
available direct from the vineyard and in Wedmore. It is stocked at The Swan (which, 
hopefully, will be open again by the time this is published) and Wedmore Village 
Store. The production process is the same as that of champagne, so pricewise it lies 
between prosecco (which has a simpler, faster production method) and champagne.

Liz Sweeney

Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore WI
Yet another month has passed and, I’m sorry to say, we are facing another 
Covid-19 lockdown. As soon as the threat of the virus lifts we will be in 
touch to let members know of our plans. We look forward to being together 
again. Until then, take care of yourselves.

Jill Cornelius
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o
Borough

BBS

(007)(384)

PIANO
LESSONS

Liz May
Cert Ed Music Dip

Songwriting & Recording
Skype piano lessons available

Established in 2002 
100% pass rate

01278 783709

Mobile 07814 284477

(384)

(388)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)
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Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

(622)

MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Are Back
When the Covid-19 virus struck and the first national lockdown happened in March 
Wedmore Scout Group was temporarily closed, and its’ Den placed in hibernation. 
Little did we know how long the virus would be around!
During this forced closure the Group kept in touch with its parents by regular 
newsletters and its young members via its Facebook page.

Eventually, as things became more apparent, in June, the Scout Association issued 
a ‘road map’ to allow Scout Groups to reopen, while keeping everyone safe. Initially, 
this allowed Groups to operate with restricted size group sessions outdoors; but was 
later extended to allow meetings of small groups to take place indoors and outdoors.

It was August when Wedmore Group started to plan to restart its meetings, so 
that the young people in the area could return to scouting, subject to the necessary 
virus control arrangements.

However, the restart was not straightforward, as the Scout Association’s formal 
approval was needed, which involves numerous risk assessments, etc. These were 
submitted and declined twice, with further clarity added each time. However, in early 
October, the third submission was accepted, so planning eventually got underway.

Having put up the necessary signage in the Den, obtained hand sanitiser and 
cleaning solutions, as well as sorting out a ‘Covid Response Kit’, the Group planned 
its face-to-face meetings to restart in November. Seven months after it went into 
‘temporary closure’.

Then, early November saw the second national lockdown imposed, so the planned 
Beaver, Cub and Scout meetings turned to ‘Zoom’ to get things going, but it is still 
the intention to hold face-to-face meetings as soon as possible. Yet, these will be a 
little different from the past, as only 15 young people can take part at each session, 
so these smaller ‘groups’ will meet on alternate weeks with the non-attending ‘groups’ 
given a task to complete ready for their next meeting.

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
As we approach the end of another year we are pleased to announce the final winners 
for 2020.

• November: John Alison and Angela Golden-Hann
• December - Ann Amesbury and Anne Blandford

Thank you to everyone who has supported this venture. With so many fund raising 
events having to be cancelled your contributions have been greatly appreciated and 
we hope very much we can look forward to your support again in 2021.

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report – December 2020
Panto Postponed, But Never Cancelled!
We always knew we could be put into lockdown before our scheduled 
performance dates at the end of November. But we are positive and 
determined!

Our show is ‘oven ready’, and so we are merely postponed, not 
cancelled! Our first few weeks’ hardworking rehearsals – all face-
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ZOOM illustrated talks by Phyllida Shaw  
 

An Artist’s War – sketches and Undaunted Spirit – the art and 
letters from the Western front  craft of Alice Meredith Williams 

 
“This beautiful, informative book.”   “An exemplary artist’s biography.” 

 

                                                                 
anartistswar.com                          alicemeredithwilliams.com 

    
“That really was one of the most outstanding talks we have ever had.” Winscombe Probus 

 
Let’s talk! Call me on 07540 110057 or email phyllida.shaw@me.com  

 
Small groups welcome 

(690)

IIff  yyoouu  lliikkee  tthheessee  ddeessiiggnnss,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  lloovvee  wwhhaatt  wwee  ddeessiiggnn  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoommee!! 

We Plan Your Extension is a Wedmore based Architecture 
Practice with a focus on designing wonderful homes, 
extensions & renovations. If you wish to create your dream home, 
we will work with you & design the solution to bring that 
dream & your home to life. FREE initial Design Consultation! 

WWEE  DDEESSIIGGNN::  
• Kitchen Extensions
· Bedroom Extensions
· Attic and Garage
Conversions

I We 
Plan Your 

EXTENSION 

· Garden Rooms
· Home Offices
· Exterior Facelift & Interior

Layout Redesigns

� [c+] 

· We manage all Planning
Permission and Building
Regulations applications
for you!

T (01934) 709916
W www.weplanyourextension.com
E hello@weplanyourextension.com

(689)
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Prices correct at time of print. Images shown for illustrative purposes only. If you purchase and complete on a residential property in 
England between 8th July 2020 and 31st March 2021 as your main residence, you will have no SDLT to pay on properties up to £500,000 
and for homes over £500,000 you will save £15,000. Assisted Move: Subject to availability. On selected homes at Cross Farm. Not in 
conjunction with any other offer. Speak to Sales Advisor for more information.

For further information: acornpropertygroup.org
crossfarmwedmore@acornpg.org or call 01934 806196

HOUSE TO SELL? SEE HOW WE CAN HELP 
GET YOU MOVING TO CROSS FARM

Perfectly positioned to maximise the stunning Wedmore village location, 
Cross Farm comprises thirty-one high-quality 2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes.

 House to sell? With Assisted Move, we can help you sell your existing 
home, allowing you to reserve the perfect Acorn home  

for you. Don’t miss out on Stamp Duty savings.

PRICES FROM £295,000 - £750,000 
SHOW HOMES OPEN TUE TO SAT, 10AM - 5PM

(687)
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visored and hand-sanitised - proved that we are not a team to be put off by the small 
matter of a delayed opening night!

The cast have learned their lines; our incomparable costume designer, Judy 
Phillpotts, has conjured up more than 40 dazzling costumes; we’ve created amazing 
props and puppets; we’ve successfully rehearsed all of the scenes and we’ve learned 
the songs. The show will go on!

At the time of lockdown, we had sold 137 (76%) of the 180 tickets that social 
distancing allowed us to sell over four performances. All of those tickets were 
immediately refunded, thanks to our efficient new online booking and payment system.

When we announce our new performance dates in the New Year, they will all 
go back on sale again and we hope those loyal customers who bought the first time 
around will swiftly re-book

For the rest of the community, there will still be 43 further tickets to go for!
In addition, to enable us and other community arts groups to perform live 

theatre, Wedmore Village Hall installed during October a brand new state-of-the-art 
ventilation system that changes all of the air in the Hall every 15 minutes. So, attending 
a show in the Hall is now almost certainly the safest indoor space in which to spend 
time with friends and family locally.

We shall keep our community informed of our new opening date and details of 
ticket availability via our Newsletter (subscribe free at www.wedmoretheatre.com), 
via the A-Board outside Wedmore Pharmacy, via our website, local and social media.

So, watch this space! We’ll be back, better than ever! See you in the New Year.
Wedmore Theatre

Director’s Blog
The best is yet to come!
Ironically, because of all the social 
distancing rules involved in putting on a 
panto at the moment, we have ended up 
with probably the best panto we’ve ever 
done! Our creativity and ingenuity has 
been stretched to the limits as we grapple 
with the challenge of being hilarious in 
the midst of a pandemic.

One method is to cast members of 
the same household in ‘close up’ scenes 
(where 2m distancing would otherwise 
be required). Examples of this can 
be seen in the rehearsal photos, in 
which David and Venetia Hopkins play 
Mummy and Daddy Bear, with David 
Eccles and Matilda Friend as Baby Bear 
and Goldilocks. David and Venetia get 
even more up close and personal later in  
the show as Friar Tuck and Little John!
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Then we have 6’4” Will Ewens playing the Big 
Bad Wolf opposite his diminutive daughter Ruby’s 
Little Red Riding Hood – so small she can get her 
whole head between the Wolf’s Great Big Teeth! 
Elsewhere Will plays Widow Twankey, with 7 
year-old Ruby as Twankey’s long-suffering second 
husband, Merv.

Will also plays one of the two Ugly Sisters, with 
David Eccles as his opposite number, who deals 
with social distancing by wearing a patent ‘keep 
away!’ girdle armed with hands that fend off anyone 
who comes too close. It was designed and made by 

the incredible Philip Hamlin, who also made the Wolf’s head for us.

And, of course, there is an appearance by Special Guest Star Dame Edna Everage 
(one of our four Dames) who also, perhaps unexpectedly, shows up as The Mirror in 
Snow White and as The Genie in Aladdin. A woman of many parts!

Limiting the number of actors to six in each scene 
has led us to augment the cast through puppetry. As 
well as a life-size puppet Hen Who Lays Golden Eggs 
– in Jack and the Beanstalk – we introduce for the first 
time a range of fabulous shadow puppets, an example of 
which is also shown here. Designed and created by Anne 
Richards, and operated onscreen by puppeteer Greg 
Phillpotts, they bring a unique and innovative magic to 
many of the scenes, as well as extended opportunities 
for silly gags.

And that, after all, is what panto is all about, isn’t 
it? A series of silly gags wrapped around well-loved fairy stories and traditional tales.

So, we are loving putting this show together for our community. We are postponed, 
not cancelled; and we can’t wait finally to stage our brilliant show as early as we can 
in 2021.

By then we’ll all need a laugh, so – stay safe and we’ll see you soon!
Sue Rippon
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Club50
As I write a second month-long lockdown has been announced.

I hope you manage to get Christmas shopping done, I can see those of us who 
shop online will be using that method. It’s a shame when traditionally the shops are 
all decorated and full of ‘Christmas Spirit’. The shops all need our loyalty at this 
difficult time.

We are lucky in Wedmore as we have a well-stocked shop, post office and chemist 
which we can pop into.

I’m not sure about visiting family over the Christmas period, another very difficult 
time for people shielding and those in hospital and nursing homes.

Club50 had hoped to hold the usual Christmas lunch, it seemed the distant future 
when it was mentioned back in March. After all, the virus would be gone by December 
surely? But here we are and still we cannot hold meetings or the lunch of course. 
Maybe 2021 will bring a vaccine and treatments for the virus to enable us to lead a 
‘normal’ life.

In the meantime, a Happy and Healthy Christmas to everyone. Best wishes from 
the Club50 committee.

Andrea West

Cheddar Vale Lions News
Presentation to Leonard Cheshire Home – St Michaels
Cheddar Lions had great pleasure in presenting two boxes of 
craft items to the Leonard Cheshire Home, St Michaels, based in 

Axbridge.
Rebecca Luscombe (Carer) came 

along with two residents, Mark Henley 
and Jackie Purbrick, to meet with some 
of our members to receive the items 
on behalf of St. Michaels. Rebecca was 
overwhelmed by the amount of craft 
items the Club had put together and 
said it would keep the residents busy 
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(452)

 Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year
Treatments that we offer include Osteopathy.  Sports massage.   Soft tissue therapy.

 Remedial massage.  Chronic pain and acute injury treatment.  Sports related injuries.
 Non-sporting injuries.  Rehabilitation exercises.  Gait analysis.  Personal training.  

Spinning classes.  Yoga classes. 

To make an appointment please contact us on the details below: 
email - jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk/fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic 

website - www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 
Jeni (07747798508)/Claire (Osteopathy 07376648835) 

The Cottage @ The George Pub.  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 
Parking in the George Pub car park 

(681)

Companionship, care and support when you need it the most.

Available for: companionship, welfare checks,
personal care, medication, appointments, trips out,

palliative care, shopping, light housework,
night sleeps and much more...

£17.50 per hour, £15 per 45 mins, £12.50 per 30 mins.

 Contact: 01934 710073 1 The Borough Yard
 07388 459567 Wedmore BS28

Enhanced dbs, insured and registered with Serset Council.

(692)



42 December 2020

(637)

(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

M.G. CONSTRUCTION

   Property Maintenance 

   Extension & Roofing

   Flat Roofing & Stone Masonry 

   Groundwork & Paving 

   Kerbs & Drainage

   Landscaping

Tel  07447046441
Email  markgreenan1986@gmail.com

	  
M.G.	  CONSTRUCTION	  

&….	  
	  
èGroundworks	  with	  digger	  
èHard	  landscaping	  
èRoofing	  &	  carpentry	  	  
èKitchen	  installation	  	  
èFully	  insured	  	  
è30	  years	  experience	  	  

07447046441 	  
	  

	  
	  

SCCCCS

(636)
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for some weeks making Christmas Cards and decorations. Like all similar places, 
they have had a difficult time keeping the residents occupied, so a gift of this type 
was so appreciated.

The Club would like to thank the Axe Valley Men’s Shed in Cheddar for the use 
of their premises which enabled the Lions to set up the meeting with St. Michaels 
keeping within the Covid rules. Axe Valley Men’s Shed support of Cheddar Lions 
has been fantastic, enabling us to set up a ‘working together’ relationship to benefit 
both charities.

The Lions Get Down and Muddy!
At the end of an unusual year, Cheddar Vale 
Lions Club members took on the annual task of 
emptying the Wishing Pool in Cheddar Gorge. 
Due to the recent heavy rains, this was not going 
to be an easy task.

However, with the support of Pete and John 
from Bristol Water, the pool was drained and the 
task of fishing coins 
out of the muddy 
bottom of the pool 
and the surrounding 
area commenced. 
Due to the Covid-19 
rules, only two or 
three Lions at a 
time were allowed 
in the tight space to 
hand up the coins in 

bucket loads whilst at the top, other members washed out 
the mud and sieved the coins!
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The coins now have to be rewashed and sorted by the Lions before they can be 
banked. Over previous years the amount has 
averaged £400, but not having so many 
visitors to the Gorge this year, it will be lower. 
Half of the money goes to Bristol Water in 
aid of their own charity, Water Aid, and the 
remainder is used by Cheddar Lions to aid 
their charitable work in the local community.

Members of the public have the 
opportunity of ‘making a wish’ throughout 
the year knowing that the money will be used 
to support the community.

Thank you to those who made their 
‘wishes’ and we hope they come true!

Mendip Rotary Young Citizen Award
The Rotary Club of Mendip is planning to make an 
award to a young citizen living in the Cheddar Valley. 
They are seeking nominations from or on behalf 
of young people under 21 who are an inspiration 
to others, perhaps providing extra help to family, friends and neighbours in our 
community during the Covid-19 crisis, or providing help and support to charitable 
causes. It will be someone who deserves to have their contribution recognised by our 
community and who goes the extra mile to make a difference to the lives of others.

Nominations close on 31 December and can be made by visiting the website of the 
Rotary Club of Mendip or their Facebook page and downloading the form. Consent 
from a parent or guardian will be needed for the nomination of anyone under age 18.

The results will be publicised in January 2021. The winner receives a cash prize 
of £100 plus £100 to donate to the charity of their choice. Other nominations may 
receive a certificate of merit.

Mendip Rotary Marks World Polio Day – 24 October 2020

The Rotary Club of Mendip was 
one of thousands of Rotary clubs 
across the world taking action 
on World Polio Day to raise 
awareness, funds and support to 
end polio. This vaccine preventable 
disease still threatens children in 
parts of the world today.
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Open 7 days a week:
Mon to Sat – 10am to 4pm
& Sunday – 11am to 3pm

We are next door to Ollie’s Cafe/ Bristol Road 
Brent Knoll, Somerset TA9 4HJ

Email: info@thefrockshop.agency
Call: 01278 760 800

www.thefrockshop.agency
(352)

(430)
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(535)

 

 

N Duckett Tree Surgery 

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk  
 

 All aspects of tree work undertaken 
 NPTC qualified  
 Fully Insured  
 11 Years’ Experience 
 Hedge Cutting 
 Garden Clearance 
 Stump Grinding 

 
 

07792042388 
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)

(654)

 

 

CHEDDAR ROAD, CLEWER 
 

Fresh Fruit, Veg & Flowers 
 

Christmas Orders being taken 
 

Holly Wreaths 
 

Bouquets 
 

In the event of a COVID LOCKDOWN items may be pre 
ordered for collection or delivery by email or phone 

 
Opening Times 

Monday to Friday 9:00-17:00 Saturday 9:00-13:00   

nethercottclewer@gmail.com 
01934 742881 

 
 

 

 

 

                            

Opening times 

Monday to Friday 9:00-5:15 

Saturday 9:00-1:00 2:00-5:00 

 

 
 

(026)



December 2020 47

If polio is not eradicated, it is estimated that, within 10 years, as many as 200,000 
children annually all over the world could succumb to polio.

In Cheddar this year we had 
a display in the window of the 
public library. In past years we 
have planted thousands of purple 
crocus corms in public areas 
across the Cheddar Valley. Many 
polio-related activities will be 
using the colour purple, which 
has become a symbolic colour in 
the fight against polio, inspired by 
the colour of the dye painted on 
the little finger of a child to signify 
they have received a potentially 
life-saving polio vaccine.

Globally, more than 2.5 billion 
children have been protected 
against the disease, which have 
reduced the number of cases by 
99.9% from around 1,000 cases 
per day in 125 countries. Rotary 
has committed to raising US$50 
million each year to support 
global polio eradication efforts 
and thanks to the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation every £1 we raise is matched 2-to-1 so is worth £3.

In August, Rotary and the world celebrated a significant milestone, as the World 
Health Organisation certified the Africa region, which includes 47 countries, free 
from wild polio.

This leaves just Pakistan and Afghanistan as the two remaining polio endemic 
countries in the world. But despite this momentous progress, more challenging work 
lies ahead to eradicate the disease for good.

Rotary has directly contributed more than US$2.1 billion to ending polio since 
1985, including over £13,000 contributed by the Mendip Club.

To get involved in local Rotary and make a difference in your community and 
around the world, visit the Rotary Club of Mendip website

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
October was the start of our get-togethers strictly following the rule-
of-six! These were arranged by our social secretaries Angela and 
Anne to make life seem a bit more like we’re used to and give us a 
chance to catch up on personal news. We’ve had four meetings at 
members’ homes but only two have been photographed. You just 
can’t get the staff these days . . . .!
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This picture was 
taken in the garden at 
t h e  h o m e  o f  Pa s t 
President Angie Horne. 
S i t t i n g  i n  t h e 
summerhouse are (L to 
R) Angie, Pauline Alvis, 
Sandra Newton, Brenda 
Moorhouse and Joan 
H u n t .  B e h i n d  t h e 
camera is Club Secretary 
Yvonne Greenwood 
and on the table is a 
spread of cakes that I’m 
sorry I missed! Pam, 

Brenda and Jackie went to the meeting at 
Kate Arklay’s – another fine spread!

We’ve been racking our brains for some 
way to get on with ‘life as we knew it’ and 
have finally decided to just get on with it! 
So, for the time being, we shall be holding 
all our meetings on Zoom, both Committee 
and Club. The good thing about Zoom is 
that they are time-limited so the chatterers 
and digressers and the just-want-to-tell-you-
what-I-did-today have to get their act 
together and say what’s on their mind – 
succinctly!

Plans for the coming seasonal festivities 
– see what I did there? I didn’t mention the 
C word! -include a big push for the Cheddar 
food bank. In the past we have packed age- 
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Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)

(494)

(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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(407)

What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.ABTA No. P7465

(345)
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and gender-appropriate shoe boxes which are then taken to Romania but again we 
have had to rethink that routine. Instead this year we will be collecting foodstuffs 
and toiletries from the food bank’s list of needed items. Their volunteers pack up 
boxes, again age-related and in sufficient quantity for the number in the family. As 
it’s the season-to-be-jolly (no C word again!) we will be including some extras such 
as puddings, mince pies and selection boxes.

Usually at this time of year we collect donations in lieu of sending each other cards 
and give the money to a local charity but no decision has been made yet on which 
charity that will be. For our international venture we will be selling tickets for our 
super special hamper. The suggestion was to buy something beginning with the same 
letter as your surname. Hmm. So that’s wine, whiskey or walnuts from me!

Wendy Welham

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch – Plans for Post-Lockdown 2
Sadly, RNLI Winscombe and District Branch had to cancel 
its two planned November Pop-Up Sales, but it plans to 
bounce back, assuming that the current Lockdown 2 does 
end on 2 December. The plan is to stage one more Pop-
Up Sale this year comprising RNLI Christmas cards and 
souvenirs, Chris’ ‘bits and pieces,’ large Christmas present 
items and Christa’s Choice of the Day on Saturday 12 December in Winscombe on 
Studley’s forecourt (Opposite the Coop supermarket) from 9.30am to 12.30pm. As 
this will be outdoors it will be subject to the weather as well as the Covid-19 status on 
the day. The Branch still has a stock of Christmas cards and 2021 diaries and calendars 
that may be purchased directly from either Mary (01934 842075) or Albert (01749 
677445); or at the above event. In addition, the ‘honesty box’ plant and produce sales 
tables in Sandford opposite the St Monica’s Complex and on Jubilee Road Axbridge 
are still operating; as well as buying items, you can leave plants and produce for 
onward sales at both locations.

 The Branch has introduced a fun fundraising idea that can be done at home 
and one that will positively benefit anyone who would like to take part. Health 
professionals have advised that to increase our resilience if Covid-19 comes calling, 
everyone should aim to lose 5 pounds in weight. The scheme is called ‘5-4-5’ so if 
you have gained a few pounds since March and would like a little encouragement 
to lose weight you can support the RNLI at the same time. It is very simple, ‘lose 
five pounds in weight and donate £5.00 to the RNLI.’ To take part, please contact 
Tina (01934 842304) or e-mail meejlfh@gmail.com to obtain the pledge form and 
start shedding those pounds!

 October has been a quieter month for our four Somerset lifeboat stations despite 
the schools’ half term holidays with only four shouts between them (Minehead – 1, 
Portishead – 2, W-s-M – 1). However, the RNLI has been very busy elsewhere with 
three all-weather lifeboats and a Coastguard helicopter involved in a dramatic rescue 
of a large cargo vessel off the east coast of the Irish Republic; it took the combined 
power of all three lifeboats to stop the ship going onto the rocks!
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The Crossword: Number 41
By greendandelion 

The Crossword:  Number 41
By greendandelion

                                                                                              Answers at rear of publication

Across
1 Happily holler forever (10)
6 Plagiarise a Moses basket (4)
9 Three mushrooms provide the muscle (7)

10 Breakdown Service company working with 
a ring tail (7)

12 Scan, draft star turns to handicrafts (4,3,6)
14 The butcher's cut up about this composer (8)
15 Shelter provided by bedlam (6)
17 Reserve eleven are on the carpet for 

providing precious stones (6)
19 Stick up for the knight (8)
21 The seals' pain, I realised, had been caused 

by nematodes and resulted in a big flipper 
(13)

24 Second or third edition perhaps (7)
25 Well known lady chef returned to the good 

book and made use of it (7)
26 View landmark or place it. It is all the same 

on the radio. Tell us about it (4)
27 Colony of French prison masquerade say 

(10)

Down
1 Winning slice of sausage end (4)
2 Hotel pipe showers volunteers going back to 

the commemoration (7)
3 Dressing tables heiress verifies the truth 

again (2-11)
4 You can only take a flight to get here (8)
5 Gaudy top covered ancient city (5)
7 Bridegroom, full frontal, will provide plenty 

of space (7)
8 Bishop takes saint’s place in astonishment 

losing nothing going into exile (10)
11 Seasonally dressed CID star charms friends 

with his message (9,4)
13 A uniformity. Quite the opposite! (10)
16 I shake it about, but it sounds as if there isn't 

much room (8)
18 Poet and playwright who cleaned up 

lavatories (7)
20 Insulting lack of a car and lacking this 

results in diabetes (7)
22 Your brothers' daughter has French port 

around new centre (5)
23 Cutter was found in a daze (4)

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12

13

14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21 22

23

24 25

26 27

ACROSS:

1 Happily holler forever (10)
6 Plagiarise a Moses basket (4)
9 Three mushrooms provide the muscle (7)
10 Breakdown Service company working with a ring tail (7)
12 Scan, draft star turns to handicrafts (4,3,6)
14 The butcher’s cut up about this composer (8)
15 Shelter provided by bedlam (6)
17 Reserve eleven are on the carpet for providing precious 

stones (6)
19 Stick up for the knight (8)
21 The seals’ pain, I realised, had been caused by 

nematodes and resulted in a big flipper (13)
24 Second or third edition perhaps (7)
25 Well known lady chef returned to the good book and 

made use of it (7)
26 View landmark or place it. It is all the same on the radio. 

Tell us about it (4)
27 Colony of French prison masquerade say (10)

DOWN:

1 Winning slice of sausage end (4)
2 Hotel pipe showers volunteers going back to the 

commemoration (7)
3 Dressing tables heiress verifies the truth again (2-11)
4 You can only take a flight to get here (8)
5 Gaudy top covered ancient city (5)
7 Bridegroom, full frontal, will provide plenty of space (7)
8 Bishop takes saint’s place in astonishment losing nothing 

going into exile (10)
11 Seasonally dressed CID star charms friends with his 

message (9,4)
13 A uniformity. Quite the opposite! (10)
16 I shake it about, but it sounds as if there isn’t much room (8)
18 Poet and playwright who cleaned up lavatories (7)
20 Insulting lack of a car and lacking this results in diabetes (7)
22 Your brothers’ daughter has French port around new centre (5)
23 Cutter was found in a daze (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Hector’s Farm Shop 
The Borough, Wedmore 01934 712384 

 

Bronze and Traditional Turkeys 
from our own farm 

 all types of  poultry, meats, game and 
 Christmas Fayre 

Homemade sausagemeat, chipolatas, pies, pickles,  
Bread, cakes, quiches, and much more! 

Orders taken for Christmas now!! 

Telephone : –  01934 712384 
Email butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk 

James, Mike and Alan would like to thank all our customers who have 
supported us through this difficult year 2020

(029)



54 December 2020

CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

(670)
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Weather Report for October 2020
RAINFALL

 Monthly total 167.8 mm  (6.61 ins)
 30-year average 84.8 mm  (3.34 ins)
 Wettest day (7th) 42.0 mm  (1.65 ins)
 No of dry days 13
 Last 3 months (Aug - Oct)  281.4 mm  (11.08 ins)
 Year ending 31 Oct 20  934 mm  (36.77 ins)
 30-year annual average  805 mm  (31.70 ins)

TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (20th) 17.0 °C (62.6 °F)
 Minimum (10th)  2.0 °C (35.6 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 13.3 °C  (55.9 °F)
 30-year average maximum 14.9 °C  (58.8 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  6.5 °C  (43.7 °F)
 30-year average minimum  7.4°C  (45.3 °F)

Denley Brown

Poets’ Corner
Vera’s Verse

The Somerset Levels

The Somerset Levels hold wildlife treasures
That are free to everyone to share

Take your glasses and your bird and wildlife book
And go and see what’s there.

Try a little bounce or two
And see how the land floats,

Before the draining scheme was made
You travelled in flat bottomed boats.

The seasons bring so many birds
For you to identify,

The Skylark is my favourite
As he sings and rises higher and higher in the sky.

So many flowers and grasses flourish there
The early marigolds and irises bright yellow to enjoy,

And so many more things to see
And even a rare orchid maybe! Vera Banwell
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Thought for the Month
Dear Friends,
Oh, how I miss being able to have a good sing song alongside others. Hymn singing is 
not allowed in church at the moment, as mass singing in an enclosed space is more likely 
to aid the spread of the virus. And it’s not just in church that we miss being able to sing. 
When I was in Hugh Sexey School recently one of the teachers mentioned that it was her 
birthday but that her class would have had to go outside in order to sing ‘Happy Birthday’. 
The empty terraces of football and rugby stadia are all the poorer for the lack of song.

I think I shall miss even more singing carols. Singing alongside others some of those 
great carols that express the hope, love, peace and joy of Christmas, carols that speak of 
God with us through Jesus Christ – these are in the DNA of Christmas for so many of 
us. I wonder which is your favourite – Silent Night? O little town of Bethlehem? Hark 
the Herald? Away in a Manger? I must admit to feeling a tingling at the back of the 
neck whenever the last verse of Hark the Herald is sung at the end of a carol service or 
at Midnight Mass –

‘Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

Hark! The herald angels sing
‘Glory to the new-born king’

There is something about singing carols that seems to bring people together, whether 
it is those of faith singing of the eternal or those of shaky or no faith who may have to 
have their fingers crossed at some of what they sing. The famous Christmas truce of 1914 
on the Western Front which brought British and German troops out of their trenches to 
share some brief moments of comradeship was begun by the singing of Silent Night, first 
from the German trenches and then with English voices joining in. For many in Wedmore 
one of the highlights of the Advent and Christmas season is gathering together around 
the Christmas tree on the evening of Wedmore by Lamplight to sing carols, accompanied 
by the Kings of Wessex band – another tradition to be put on pause this year.

Carols will still be sung this year of course – but mostly out in the community and in 
smaller groups. Carol Singers will be out and about in Wedmore and Blackford on various 
nights in December, while at Theale and Allerton there are planned outdoor carols at 
particular venues. But not being able to sing carols together in the same way may point 
us to the need to find other means to come together and feel some spirit of unity. It has 
been noted that the pandemic has exposed and widened some of the fault lines in society 
– north and south, rich and poor, digitally connected or disconnected. I have seen also so 
many ways in which people have fostered a spirit of unity – the volunteers looking out for 
or shopping for neighbours; the clap for carers through the early weeks of lockdown; the 
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““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

(480)
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Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
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businesses providing half term free packed lunches to children who would receive free 
school meals in term time; the donations to the Food Bank. This Advent and Christmas 
we will need to foster that spirit of unity even more keenly. One way of doing that might 
be to share a meal over the Christmas holidays with someone you don’t know. There are 
folk who might normally be with relatives and who will be on their own this year; there 
are folk who might normally host others and can’t do so. I hope you can find a way to 
pair up (keeping safe and keeping to the Rule of Six of course) and celebrate Christmas 
together and raise a glass to ‘peace on earth, goodwill to all people’.

Lisa, Iona, Melissa and I thank you for all your good wishes and prayers over the 
past year. May you have an Advent and Christmas touched by hope, love, peace and joy.

The Revd Richard Neill 
Vicar of The Benefice of The Isle of Wedmore

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Morrocan Style Chicken with Almonds
Ingredients (serves 6)

1 cup (170g) raisins, chopped coarsely
3 green onions, finely chopped
1 medium apple, (150g) peeled, cored 
and grated
1 teaspoon ground ginger
½ cup (35g) stale breadcrumbs
14 chicken thigh fillets (1.5 kg)
1 tablespoon olive oil
1/3 cup (55g) blanched almonds, toasted
1/2 cup (125ml) orange juice
¼ cup (80g) plum jam
½ cup (125 ml) dry white wine
½ tsp ground cinnamon
1 cup (250ml) chicken stock
(Toothpicks, extra almonds)

Method
1. Combine raisins, onion, apple, ginger and breadcrumbs in a large bowl; spread 

level tablespoons of mixture onto each thigh fillet; Roll up, secure with toothpicks.
2. Heat oil in large saucepan; cook chicken in batches until browned. Remove from pan.
3. Combine remaining ingredients in pan. Bring to boil, return chicken to pan. 

Reduce heat, simmer uncovered about 20 minutes or until chicken is tender. 
Remove and discard toothpicks.

4. Serve sprinkled with extra toasted almonds and shredded green onions, if desired.
Recipe can be made a day in advance and refrigerated in a casserole dish, covered.

Suitable to freeze.
Sue Gudgeon
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The Garden in December
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in December 2006 and is reproduced here 
by kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).

At the time of writing we have been having a very mild autumn, but colder weather is 
supposed to be with us at the beginning of November, so by the time December comes 
perhaps things will be as they should be. December is often considered to be a time for 
clearing up in the garden, as there is little to be planted or harvested, except of course 
Brussels sprouts for your Christmas dinner. There is nothing quite like cold wet Brussels 
sprout plants to freeze your fingers and give you an appetite for a glass of sherry on 
Christmas morning! Well, that’s my excuse anyway. We always used to be advised to lift 
root vegetables in the autumn and store them in the garden shed in a box of sand, but 
these days we are often told to leave them where they are and lift them as required, which 
is often fine as long as they have not become a feast for slugs before you get to them. 
If you have particularly ‘slugiferous’ conditions in your garden, carrots in particular are 
often eaten and you will find it best to revert to lifting and storing.

So far this autumn the leaves are by no means all down and lawns can often be seriously 
damaged by accumulated drifts of leaves when they do eventually fall, so be sure to rake 
them up fairly frequently and add to the compost heap or a separate leaf pile if you have 
a lot of them as they do not rot as rapidly as green garden compost.

Leaf mould is wonderful stuff for improving soil structure. But if you use it for making 
potting compost, bear in mind that much of the nitrogen in the leaves will have been used 
up in the rotting process and you may well have to add nitrogen fertiliser to the mixture.

If you are planning new herbaceous borders, or extending existing ones, now is the 
time to do the digging. If you have heavy clay or silt soil as many of us in this area do, it 
is a good idea to incorporate organic matter such as well rotted manure or mushroom 
compost as you dig; grit or sharp sand will also improve heavy soils. Mushroom compost 
is somewhat alkaline and do not use it if you hope to grow ericaceous or other acid soil 
loving plants. My own silty clay soil here in Theale is neutral and will just about grow such 
plants, provided lime is not added, but many of these plants like lighter acid soils and the 
addition of silver sand and peat will give you this (some sea sand is composed of ground 
up sea shells which in turn were composed of calcium carbonate which is alkaline, so be 
careful not to use those).

If you have roses in your garden and wish to reduce the incidence of diseases on them 
next year, rake up (and burn if possible) the fallen leaves as it is on these that the infections 
of rusts and blackspot will be carried over to next season’s new foliage; if you are an organic 
gardener and not prepared to use fungicide on your roses this is particularly important.

If you have holly in your garden, whether or not it has berries on it for Christmas will 
depend on three things. Firstly it must be a female holly tree, secondly there must be a 
male holly nearby to pollinate it and thirdly, if both of these conditions are fulfilled, the 
birds must not have eaten all the berries in the autumn. If there is a lot of cold weather in 
November and December they will do just that; you can however put large clear polythene 
bags over a few branches like a stocking to prevent this. Or if the tree is small enough 
cover it with a net. On this seasonal note I must end. Don’t forget to get in a good supply 
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of gardening magazines and seed catalogues for the holiday and ask Father Christmas 
for gardening books and other horticultural items.

Wishing you Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in the garden!
Adrian Hutchinson

Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
It’s been a difficult year for the Captains at Wedmore this year and at 
the time of writing their year in office is about to end with the Golf Club 
in lockdown again. In his final month Seniors Captain Martin Peakman 
was still able to hold his Captain’s Day. Basically a Stableford with a few 
extra prizes, and a couple of trophies thrown in for fun.

The overall winner was Mike Cowie who 
came in with 41 points, 2 better than runner-up 
Terry Stew who still got a trophy. Philip Wren 
also got a trophy, his score of 38 being the 
best amongst the over 75s. Division 1 winner 
was Steve Sage although his score of 37 was 
matched by both Dom Smith and Mike Smith, 
no relations, who lost out on countback. Another 
close finish in division 2 saw Kevin Vaux beat 
Tom Bennett on countback after both scored 38, 
one better than third placed Brian Kidd. Axel 
Knutsen was a deserving winner of division 3 
with 39 points one better than both David Dams 
and Mel Tolchard who took second and third 
places respectively. There was also a prize for 
matching the Captain’s score which was some 

compensation for finishing near the bottom of the pack. Better off were those who 
scored at least 3 points on the thirteenth hole, which cost Captain Martin Peakman 10 
bottles of wine.

The Seniors also held an Open Mixed Greensomes on a Friday when the weather 
had become extremely wet and the wind was blowing a gale. Despite this 59 couples 
completed the course and even more remarkably some of the scoring was excellent. 
The course was reduced to 15 holes so the 36 points scored by winners Vivienne Dix 
and Steve Heal was miraculous. It put them 3 clear of visitors G. and W. Jeans, with 
three pairs following on 32. Countback put Bill and Pru Witter in third ahead of Moly 
and Fran McMillan and Brian and Ange Webber.

There were two more Opens during the month. The final of these was the Yonex 
Trophy, with a healthy number of visitors. The best of these was Mark Vaisey with 37 
points, the third best in division 2. Winner of the division was Mark Sweeting on 39 with 
Mike Garbutt just one shot behind. Best score of the day came from David Merrifield 

The Seniors’ Captain Martin Peakman 
who held his Captain’s Day this month.
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who won division 3 with 40 points, 4 better than runner-up Steve Cainey, with Nigel 
Day another point behind in third. Division 1 winner was Josh Barwell with 35, beating 
Sam Chapman and Stuart Bishop on countback. Mandy Vearncombe had the best Ladies 
score, an excellent 39 which was 5 better than Shirley Gooding who beat Annie Patten 
on countback.

The Ladies replayed their Open Bowmaker 
which had been abandoned a few weeks 
earlier due to thundery rain. There were some 
concerns when the rain started to come down 
early in the day but this died away and the sun 
eventually came out. Captain Sue Chambers is 
clearly starting to relax as the end of her year 
approaches as, teamed with Saybria Sims, Cathy 
Olive and Sarah Matthews she took first prize 
with 80 points. Her Vice-Captain, Ann Dixon, 
who also had the onerous task of organising 
the day, took second place teamed up with 
Sue McDonald, Janet Robson and Pauline 
Hale. The low handicap team of Annie Patten, 
Shirley Gooding, Claire Walker and Catherine 
Nicholson took third place on 79. Heather 
Priestley, Juliet Hadley, Gaynor Richards 
and Lesley Wicking from Clevedon took the 
Visitor’s Prize with 78.

There always seems a Ladies’ Trophy to be 
competed for and this month it was the Olive Bowl which was won by Ruth Rogers 
who had the best score of the day, 34 points to win division 2 from Janis Lawrence 
and Saybria Sims. Marlyn Jackson was winner of division 1, scoring 33 to beat Maggie 
Morris by a single point with Shirley Gooding another point behind in third. Division 3 
was won by Sue Edwards with 33 with Janet Robson taking second place from Debbie 
Monks after both scored 31.

As usual this year there are just too many competitions in the month to cover them 
all, however mention must be made of the Club Medal with Josh Barwell having the 
round of the season, a 2 under par gross 68, giving nett 64 to win by 8 shots from Tim 
Harris who beat Richard Macarthur on countback. Graham Clifford won division 2 with 
a nett 73, one better than Brian Webber with Moly McMillan another shot behind in 
third. Steve Plant was winner of division 3 on 70, 2 better than runner-up Tom Bennett 
with Simon Moss third. Cathy Olive was best of the Ladies, but only just, beating Karen 
Clark on countback with Janis Lawrence just a shot behind in third place.

The final event of the month was a singles Matchplay between two sides 
representing Captain Tim Harris and his Vice-Captain Dave Skelton. With teams 
carefully balanced the result was always going to be close and so it proved. On final 
count though the Vice-Captain emerged as winner of the Barron Midgely Trophy by 
just two matches, 14-12. Let’s hope his year in office is just as successful.

Tony Biggs

The Ladies’ Captain Sue Chambers 
who was a member of the winning 

team in the Ladies Open Bowmaker.



December 2020 63

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 15 December, the Vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the 
Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be 
found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Christmas at the Isle of Wedmore churches
It will be a strange Christmas this year, and it won’t be possible 
to gather in churches in quite the same way, especially as it is 
still not possible to sing carols as a congregation. However we 
do look forward to welcoming you to services and events over 
Advent and the Christmas period, either in person or online. 
The message of Comfort and Joy embodied in the Christmas 
story seems even more important this year and we hope that 
you will encounter something of that in what we offer.

Look out for our special  Christmas website; 
www.christmasatwedmore.com. This has details of: carol singing around the village; 
Christingle celebrations; online services; Advent reflections; daily activities for children; 
and festive fun taking place in Wedmore.

Since we can’t sing carols in Church we will be bringing carol singing outside in 
various locations across the Isle of Wedmore, so please look out for where this is taking 
place and feel welcome to join in as appropriate, either at one of the outside events or 
from your doorstep as carollers move around the villages.

Christingle services will be celebrated at Allerton and Blackford this year but sadly 
not at St Mary’s as we just can’t accommodate safely the numbers who might want to 
come. But we don’t want children and families to miss out on the wonder of Christingle so 
we’ll be sending out Christingle packs to anyone who wants to make their own Christingle 
at home and encouraging families to gather via Zoom on Christmas Eve to make and 
light Christingles together. Please email christmas.stmarywedmore@gmail.com or call 
or text 07593 198689 if you would like a Christingle pack delivered to you.

It will be important to remember those who are struggling in particular this 
Christmas. Look out for opportunities to give to the Children’s Society with the 
Christingle packs, to the Somerset Integrated Domestic Abuse Service by bringing 
unwrapped toys and toiletries to one of our Gift Services and to Crisis at one of the 
Christmas morning services.

Our services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day have often been busy in the past. 
This year, to ensure we can maintain social distancing we will be asking people to book 
for Midnight Mass at St Mary’s on Christmas Eve and for the Christmas Day services 
at Allerton, Blackford and Wedmore. Please look at www.christmasatwedmore.com 
for details about how to do this or email christmas.stmarywedmore@gmail.com or call 
07593 198689 to book in to one of these services.
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07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

TRUSTED INSTALLERS OF
Solar PV, Battery Storage,  
Electric Lighting & Power

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

(642)

Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

(657)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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Richard Williams WINDOW CLEANING

 Friendly, reliable and local!  Wash and Reach up to 50ft.
 Windows, doors, conservatories.  Solar Panels.

 Gutters cleaned, cleared and repaired.

   Very competitive prices    Free quotes    Discount for OAPs

PRESSURE WASHING,  DRIVEWAY 
& PATIO CLEANING,   SOFT WASHING

Mobile:  07872 937403 or 01278 671918 
Email:  rwilliams25@hotmail.co.uk

(646)

Email: welsummerjohn@gmail.com
with your address to receive

your free brochure.

“BULLETPROOF” YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM 
THE NATURAL WAY - PLANT DERIVED 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS

NEW NATURAL PRODUCT CBD OIL
For more information go to link:

www.111direct.com/?ref=auef-wsbil3
(630)
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With deadlines being as they are for the Isle of Wedmore News, these plans are still 
work in progress at the time of writing and please bear in mind that the Covid-19 situation 
may force some changes.

Church Services
We are open for public worship and are delighted to be able to invite people to join 
us at all of our four churches (Allerton; Christchurch Theale; Holy Trinity, Blackford; 
and St Mary’s, Wedmore).

Our worship will continue to be offered online. At least one of our Sunday services 
each week is recorded, and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. There 
is a daily prayer on Facebook Live 9 am until 9.20am on Monday through to Saturday. 
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Every day, excluding Sunday, there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/

Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 6 Advent 2 10.30 am Gift Service
Wednesday  9  6.00 pm Building of the crib and carols
Saturday 12  3.00 pm Messy Church
Sunday 13 Advent 3 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 20 Advent 4 8.00 am Communion BCP
   10.30 am Morning Praise
Thursday 24 Christmas Eve 5.00 pm Christingle via Zoom
   6.00 pm Carols around the tree
   11.30 pm Midnight Mass
Friday 25 Christmas Day 10.30 am Christmas Morning Communion
Sunday 27 John the Apostle 10.30 am Benefice Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday  6 Advent 2 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 13 Advent 3 9.00 am Christingle and Gift Service
Monday 14  6.30 pm Carols around the village
Sunday 20 Advent 4 9.00 am Parish Communion
Friday 25 Christmas Day 9.00 am Christmas Morning Communion
Sunday 27   No service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday  6 Advent 2 11.00am Parish Communion and Gift 

Service
Sunday 13 Advent 3 11.00 am Morning Praise
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Tuesday 15  6.30 pm Carols in Bagley Orchard
Sunday 20 Advent 4 11.00 am Parish Communion
Tuesday 22  6.30 pm Carols at Bodley’s Orchard
Friday 25 Christmas Day 11.00 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday 27   No service

Allerton Church
Sunday 6 Advent 2 9.00 am Family Service and Christingle
Sunday 13 Advent 3 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 20 Advent 4 9.00 am Morning Praise and Nativity Play
Wednesday 23  6.00 pm Carols at the Cricket Club
Friday 25 Christmas Day 9.00 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday 27   No service

Bagley Baptist Church
Sunday morning services live streamed at 10.30am via our 
You Tube channel available to view afterwards. 
Christmas Eve: A special service for the whole family - 
available to view at 7pm via our YouTube Channel
Christmas Day - no service
Many fellowship groups are still available to access online and meeting at the 
church - Home groups, prayer meetings, youth groups and more. 
Please get in touch, we would love to hear from you.
Contact: (01934) 710779 / 712812, or email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
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Open to the public 7 days a week

Sunday Lunch
Friday Nights 2 Meals for £12

 * Breakfast  * Lunch  * Booking Essential 
* Function Room available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments
Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours. 

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The bus operates more like a taxi, picking you up around 
9.45am from your home and returning you to your home 
in the early afternoon, the exact time depending on the 
consensus of the passengers. Also, if you wanted dropping 
off/collecting on the way, for example in Glastonbury on 
the way to Street, that’s fine. At the moment, it is free too!

The bus has resumed its normal scheduled run taking 
up to 8 people to Taunton (on Monday), Bridgwater (on 
Tuesday), Weston-super Mare (on Wednesday) and Street (on Friday).

If you want to travel to Taunton or Bridgwater on the bus, call Angeline Duckett 
(712631) or Weston or Street call Carol Aycliffe (713471) between 6pm and 6.30pm 
on the evening beforehand.

Crossword 41 Answers
Across: 1. Cheerfully 6. Crib 9. Triceps 10. Raccoon 12. Arts and crafts 
14. Schubert 15. Asylum 17. Matrix 19. Champion 21. Elephantiasis 24. Reissue 
25. Availed 26. Cite 27. Dependance

Down: 1. Cute 2. Epitaph 3. Re-establishes 4. Upstairs 5. Lurid 7. Roomful  
8. Banishment 11. Christmas card 13. Asymetric 16. Shiitake 18. T.S.Eliot 
20. Insulin 22. Niece 23. Adze
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A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

(385)

Heritage Upholsterers
Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF UPHOLSTERY AND LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience * All work guaranteed
Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, TA9 4NY 

Tel: 01278 641213 Mobile: 07767 865299

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, HPD, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

 

Your health and safety are my priority right now 
therefore I am not seeing clients face to face at 

Wedmore Surgery or  
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe. 

However, I am able to see clients online via Zoom 

Online appointments available 
 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias - Panic attacks 
 

MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

 

07887902557 

(647)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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     To quote Cicero – “All you need is a 
library and a garden.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This fits the bill in 
Meare at £650,000 

 
 

and  offers so much 
more! 

 
 

Call to View 
and if you're thinking 
of selling - talk to us. 

 
       
 
 

 
 

We’re enjoying the strongest market for years with many 
buyers heading west from London and the south east. 

 
 

Call and let us explain why we believe we're the best 
estate agency in the region. 

If you’re selling we probably have a buyer for you on our 
register already. 

 
Tel:01934 710 220 

or email me personally:   rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 

Roderick Thomas  Chartered Surveyor 
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Bridgwater 01278 455255 Glastonbury 01458 831077 Street 01458 840416 
Castle Cary 01963 350327 London 020 7839 0888 Warminster 01985 215579 
Cheddar 01934 740055 Shepton Mallet 01749 372200 Wedmore 01934 713296 
Frome 01373 455060 Standerwick 01373 831010 Wells 01749 676524 

OUR OFFICES 

WWiisshhiinngg  eevveerryyoonnee  aa
wwoonnddeerrffuull  CChhrriissttmmaass  aanndd  aa

HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  ffrroomm  LLaauurraa,,  LLiizz  aanndd  
SSaarraahh  aatt  CCooooppeerr  aanndd  TTaannnneerr,,  WWeeddmmoorree

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  uuss  ffoorr  eexxppeerrtt  aaddvviiccee  oonn  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  yyoouurr  
hhoommee  aanndd  ttoo  aarrrraannggee  aa  mmaarrkkeett  aapppprraaiissaall  oonn  0011993344  

771133229966  oorr  ppoopp  iinnttoo  oouurr  WWeeddmmoorree  ooffffiiccee

(201)


