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Editorial
Welcome to the March Edition.

May I start by bringing your attention to an error in the last two editions which gave 
an incorrect email address for the submission of applications for donations for local 
causes from the Management Committee of the Wedmore News. This should have 
read susan.james21@btinternet.com. As a consequence few applications have been 
received. The Committee is aware of this and has graciously extended the deadline 
to 31 March next. So if you made an application previously, please can I invite you 
to do so again. Further details appear later in this edition.

Following my appeal for a person to come forward as the What’s On Editor I am 
delighted to announce that Mrs Liz Henderson has agreed to take this role forwards. 
On behalf of all associated with the production of the Wedmore News, I would like to 
welcome Liz to the team and look forward to working with her on the forthcoming editions.

A few days ago I was contacted by Mrs Vera Banwell who advised me that, in 
her opinion, there was nothing in the Wedmore News to make older people laugh. 
Not realising I was talking to a highly accomplished and published poet, I quickly 
challenged Vera to provide something appropriate, which she immediately did, enough 
for about 17 editions in fact. So I now have a collection of her excellent poems which 
I will publish each month under the title Vera’s Verse, the first of which ‘Turn a New 
Page,’ appears later. I am indeed grateful to Vera for her generosity. If anyone else
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has any verse or anecdote they wish to share, please get in touch.
Well, without listing them all, we have the usual packed month of varied events 

and gatherings to look forward to and I can only hope everyone will find several that 
both appeal and provide enjoyment.

Bill Sutton

Front Cover
The front cover photo of sheep on their way ‘home for lambing’ was taken by Bob 
Chapman on Crib House Lane in Crickham.

News
Parish Council Business
The monthly meeting in January was attended by a full Council and Steve Mewes, 
Chair of Green Wedmore, who gave an interesting presentation about pollution and 
energy efficiency of street lighting. The County Council were switching some of the 
street lighting to LED bulbs which although more expensive to install were far more 
efficient and produced cost saving in the long term. In some parts of the county, street 
lights were being switched off during certain hours. There were issues in parts of 
Wedmore which had the ‘acorn’ style type of light fitting which cost £950 to replace. 
The matter will be discussed at a future meeting and it was agreed that the defective 
lights in the car park would be repaired as soon as possible with a desire for all the 
lamps being changed to LED.

Route 67
The future of the bus route is still under discussion at the time of writing, but the 
current service is due to finish on 4 March 2017. The County Council are asking 
Parishes affected by the closure to consider funding a replacement service. Depending 
on the type and frequency of the service the Parish Council are being asked to 
contribute between £3000 and £5000 per year. Obviously this is quite a financial 
outlay which will need close scrutiny and members will have to consider the number 
of residents actually using the service before a decision can be reached.

Annual Parish Assembly
This will be held at the Masonic Hall on Wednesday 22 March at 7.30pm. The speaker 
at the meeting will be the Village Agent, Lucille Simms, who works very closely with 
the elderly and the medical team in Wedmore and she will be talking about the type 
of work she carries out. The Henry Butt Trophy has been awarded this year to the 
Wedmore Tuesday Club who provide regular lunches, outings and entertainment 
for the elderly residents in the village. Many thanks to those of you who submitted 
nominations for the award.

Rod Pring 
Wedmore Parish Council. Grant’s Lane Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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International Spoof Winners 2017
This year’s International Spoof Competition held at The New Inn, Wedmore, attracted 
69 entries from far and wide including Godney, Glastonbury and Guatemala.

Players played in groups of four (8 games per round), and points were awarded 
for guessing correctly, with the winner and second place going forward into the next 
round, whilst the loser bought the drinks.

The lowest scores for the evening were 13 out of a possible 24, by Pete H, Sid 
Nye and Robyn Coetzee and the highest scores were 27 by Paul Kingston and John 
Paul Coetzee.

The final comprised of Blod, John Paul Coetzee, Jill Kingston and Adam Eve. 
This was a knuckle biting affair, with all finalists putting their best hands forward, 
using their wits and skill to lift the title of this prestigious event. In last place was 
Adam with 17 points (and buying the beers), in third place John Paul with 18 points, 
in second place was Blod with 21 points, in first place (receiving £69) was Jill from 
Glastonbury with a whopping 24 points.

Wedmore by Lamplight
The Organizers of Wedmore by Lamplight wish to record their sincere thanks to the 
Wedmore Community Power Cooperative who, in addition to those listed last month, 
kindly sponsored last December’s event. Their omission was an Editorial oversight.

Bill Sutton

Donations to Local Charitable Causes
As mentioned in the Editorial, the Committee of the Wedmore News are about to 
consider applications for donations to support groups, clubs and charities in the Civil 
Parish of Wedmore. If your organisation would benefit from an additional, one-off 
small cash grant, then we would like to hear from you. Please let us know:

• The name of your club / group / organisation / charity.
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• The aims of the organisation.
• What you would use the money for.
• Please also supply a contact name, email address and telephone number.

Your application should be submitted by Thursday 31 March 2017. Applications will 
be considered at the next Wedmore News Committee Meeting. For further information 
or to submit an application, please contact Sue James; susan.james21@btinternet.com

Sue James

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Any day now the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire will be 
dropping through your letter box!

Please take the time to complete and return the 
questionnaire as it is your opportunity to tell us your thoughts 
on the future of Wedmore over the next 15 years. If any other 
members of your household would like to fill in the questionnaire, please do it online 
at www.wedmore.online. We will report back on the results in the early summer.

Bob Sellwood

Mavis Warrender
Mavis  Warrender  passed away 
peacefully on 10 January 2017 in her 
91st year. A huge character around 
Wedmore, out on either the bus or her 
bike to the end, she spent her last days 
close to me in Herefordshire, but her 
heart was in Wedmore. On behalf of the 
family, (myself and Katie!) we would 
like to say thank you to all the people 
who were so kind to Mother (who could 
be ‘tricky’) and made her 15-odd years 
in Wedmore so enjoyable. This picture 
encapsulates the fun she always was. 
The memorial service was in St Mary’s 
Wedmore on 28 February. A special day 
for a special mum.

Ernie and Katie Warrender

Wedmore Harvest Home
Do you fancy a new challenge for 2017? Have a little spare time on your hands? Do 
you enjoy meeting new people? Wedmore Harvest Home Committee needs you!

We are a small group of individuals, from all walks of life, who meet on the last 
Wednesday of every month, and we would be delighted to welcome you on board!

No expertise needed, just a friendly face and an extra pair of hands!

mailto:susan.james21@btinternet.com
http://www.wedmore.online
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Please do come along to our meetings and offer feedback and new ideas, as we 
are a community event! We need you, and the feedback from the community to help 
run our local, family fun event.

Please contact Tom Willcox on 07983887891 for further information.

Wedmore Real Ale Festival 2017
Last year’s Wedmore Real Ale Festival raised a whopping £17,000 
for 14 local beneficiaries. This brings our grand total of fund-raising 
for local, worthy causes to a staggering £150,571 since the festival 
began back in 2001!

Planning has now begun for the 17th festival which takes place 
from on Friday 15 to Sunday 17 September at Wedmore Village Hall.

Whether you’ve volunteered to help, sponsored a barrel, sponsored the festival 
pint glasses, donated an auction prize or turned up and quaffed ales in 2016, without 
you none of our fundraising would have been possible. So many, many thanks for 
attending in the past and here’s hoping you, your loved ones, colleagues and everyone 
else you know can join us for our 17th year of the Wedmore Real Ale Festival!

This year’s festival will, as always, have a fun and enjoyable theme and will include 
an incredible mix of live music on both the evenings as well as our Saturday afternoon 
Live Local Music showcase. Finally, our legend who is DJ Olly Eade from DJ Enhance, 
will also be with us all weekend.

Alongside this musical line-up there will be over 65 different choices of real ales, 
ciders, perrys and wine, with food available throughout the weekend.

The beer bucket challenge will return in 2017, and we have already recruited this 
year’s willing contestants, so start thinking about which of the following you would 
most like to bid on.

Jeff Richards Hazel Anstey
Kevin Jones Sarah Denham
Bert Banwell Nicki Maguire
Matt Denham Ellen Culliford
Tim Moreman Gill Adams
Ian Scott Safi

Evening admission to the festival will be £5 per person, which will include a 2017 
festival pint glass to take away. Our ever-popular fancy dress on Saturday evening 
will be revealed shortly, so please keep an eye on our Facebook page for more details.

If you sponsored a barrel in 2016, you will shortly receive your renewal sponsorship 
pack for this year. Please contact Amanda if this does not reach you by late March. If 
you would like to sponsor a barrel at this year’s festival, then please also get in touch 
with Amanda (Amanda.carver@outlook.com / 07816400999).

To keep up to date with our planning for the festival please join our Facebook 
group ‘The Wedmore Real Ale Appreciation Society’ or go to our website 
www.wedmorerealale.com

Roll on September!
Alan Page

mailto:Amanda.carver@outlook.com
http://www.wedmorerealale.com
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Isle of Wedmore Website
PC? Laptop? Tablets? Smartphone?

Why not add your Wedmore Website as a favourite? Then 
click on the favourite daily and you will see:

• rolling news about the word Wedmore wherever mentioned 
in the world,

• the latest weather for our area;
• latest Twitter feeds from our businesses, clubs and organisations;
• latest information from the parish’s major activities throughout the year;
• a calendar of Forthcoming Events;
• information on “Walks around Wedmore” and links to local attractions;
• a copy of the IoW News Magazine available to all around the world;
• easy links to all our businesses, clubs, associations, photo albums, forums.

A reminder to businesses, clubs, and associations: please check your information 
is up to date.
Your Isle of Wedmore website team

Rob Evans

Wedmore First School Academy
Wedmore First School Academy is in need of supply staff who can help at times when 
permanent staff are sick or on training courses. We are looking for people who could 
help in the main school in a teacher assistant role or in a lunchtime supervisor role 
or as assistant in the nursery.

Please contact the school office by email office@wedmore.somerset.sch.uk or 
phone 01934 712643 to express an interest.

Val Jones

Wedmore Playing Fields and Management Committee (WPFMC)
The Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee has two vacancies: Treasurer 
and Secretary. The Treasurer will be required to attend four meetings a year, undertake 
general book-keeping and VAT Returns as part of the role. The Secretary will also 
be required to attend four meetings a year. This role involves helping to organise 
meetings, minute taking and distribution. Both are voluntary positions and each will 
join the WPFMC Management Committee.

Ian Monson

The Isle of Wedmore Junior Football Club
Isle of Wedmore Junior Football Club are looking for a Treasurer. This is 
a voluntary role and you will be required to attend four or five meetings 
a year. The role involves general book-keeping, VAT Returns and 
organisational skills, and you will join the Management Committee.

Ian Monson

mailto:office@wedmore.somerset.sch.uk
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Wedmore News Would Like to Hear from You
Are you involved in running a local organisation in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you 
like to share some of the things that you do and raise awareness of your organisation 
by sharing your ‘Day in the Life’? Please contact the editor Bill Sutton email 
editorwedmorenews@gmail.com, and share your day.

Bill Sutton

Focus on Businesses
The Children’s Practice – Helping Children to Communicate

Communication is an essential part of everyday life. Learning to talk and developing 
language and communication is a complex process which involves a number of skills. 
Speech and language therapy provides treatment, support and care for children and 
adults who have difficulties with communication.

Emma Andrews is a speech and language therapist based in Blackford who works 
with pre-school, school and college aged students. Emma grew up in Cheddar, where 
her parents had a hotel, and went to school in Wedmore and Sidcot. When it came to 
deciding upon a future career, she knew she wanted to work with children, but was 
not sure in what area. When having dinner at a friend’s house she volunteered to help 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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out at a sports day for children with special needs. One of the children bit her and 
she wanted to understand why. The child had complex language and communication 
difficulties and Emma recognised that there was a breakdown in their communication 
and this led to his extreme frustration.

Emma realised that this was an area that interested her and, after looking into 
the possibilities, she decided to study Language and Communication Science. As the 
A Levels she had chosen were not the subjects usually required for this degree, she 
took evening classes in psychology and did work experience at the local NHS speech 
therapy department to prepare for the University interviews and give herself the best 
possible chance of being accepted. She chose to attend City University in London as 
the course offered a huge amount of practical experience, which she loved.

After graduation, Emma decided that she didn’t want to plunge immediately 
into her chosen career, so she worked in an upmarket clothes shop for a few months 
to ease herself into the world of everyday work. Then, feeling she was ready, she 
joined a multi-disciplinary practice in central London, working alongside education 
psychologists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists and play therapists. While 
working in London she met a family from the Middle East and worked with them to 
help set up the therapy department in a new special needs schools in Bahrain, Emma 
went out there to support an individual child and to run training sessions for the staff 
and parents. In 2006 she decided to leave London and come back to Somerset. At first 
she lived in Bristol and commuted to London as she began to establish her practice 
locally, working in schools and running clinics as well as offering training for staff and 
parents. She runs therapy programmes for children with a range of needs, including 
attention disorders, speech difficulties, stammering, weaknesses in understanding 
and use of language, literacy, study skills and social communication impairments. 
Her approach is to give the children every opportunity to communicate based on 
the needs and abilities of the individual child. This sometimes includes using sign 
language, pictures to communicate and high tech communication aids. Last summer 
Emma opened new premises in a converted outbuilding near to her home in Blackford 
to create a homely atmosphere for children and families to attend therapy sessions. 
She works there two days a week. For the rest of the time she visits local schools. 
Her longer-term aim is to establish a small multi-disciplinary practice, opening up 
her premises to other professionals, to make it easier for parents whose children 
have complex special needs to receive the support and intervention they need from 
a range of different therapists.

Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com


10 March 2017

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
One of our newest contributors, Maxine Ingrouille-Kidd, has won 1st prize of £20 
in the February Draw with her No. 19, and the 2nd prize winners are Diana & John 
Allison with one of their numbers 41, winning £10. Congratulations, and I can hardly 
believe we are already drawing for the second month!

Thelma Jenkins-Jones

Wedmore WI Report January 2017
Our first meeting of the New Year provided a bit of a poser, the room 
we usually use was full of workman’s gear, but fortunately we were able 
to fit into the bar (sadly not open), and had a very cosy evening. Jill 
wished everyone a Happy New Year, and we wished Happy Birthday 
to Margarets S and T, and Sandra. We will be collecting all the puppets 
and beany hats at the next meeting. Diana told us the outing would be 
on 8 June, to Exeter and Cothay Manor, and the total cost would be 
something over £30.

Margaret S introduced Ron Barron, husband of another of our Margarets, who 
was in full Highland dress - kilt, sporran, dirk in his stocking, etc. He proceeded to 
entertain by telling us about Robert Burns, and what we might encounter if we were 
to go to a Burns Night, a celebration of the birth of Robert Burns on 25 January 1759. 
We heard about Burns’ verse, written in the Scottish lowland dialect, a lot of which 
is still relevant today, and his upbringing in a poor farming family. Fortunately for us 
Sassenachs, Ron translated a lot of the words that were unfamiliar, as he told us about 
the poetry, some of which was very familiar, such as ‘My love is like a red red rose’.

A Burns Night Supper would include the Selkirk Grace, which starts ‘Some hae 
meat an’ canna’ eat’, then cock-a-leekie soup, followed by the entry of the haggis. A 
piper escorts the haggis to the top table, then there is the Address to the Haggis, ‘Fair 
chieftain o’ the pudding’ race’. Most of the words in this were a complete mystery, 
but we were enlightened by Ron demonstrating with his dirk the flourishes and 
attacking movements necessary to the evening. The serving of the meal, haggis with 
neeps and tatties, is accompanied by many toasts, which means a lot of drams, one 
of which is to the “Immortal Memory” of Robert Burns. Another important toast is 
to ‘The Lasses’, when the more romantic poems are read. After telling us something 
of the life and times of the poet, we concluded the evening with the song ‘How many 
legs has a haggis?’ with everyone joining in the chorus. Refreshments were special; 
we had haggis and red onion marmalade on oatmeal biscuits, prepared by Margaret 
S and Mary, accompanied by ginger wine and shortbread. Margaret S gave a vote 
of thanks to Ron, for a very amusing and informative talk. The competition, for a 
Scottish souvenir, attracted a record number of 10 entries, and was won by Hazel. 
A very successful evening; our March meeting will feature a talk from local butcher 
Lloyd Tucker, the competition is ‘An ode to a butcher’. Come and join us at 7.30 pm 
in the Masonic Hall, on Thursday 16 March.
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Ron Barron and members

Chris Barker

Wedmore in Bloom
March brings the daffodils and polyanthus into flower in the village tubs. Longer 
days encourage everything to start growing including the weeds and we have to keep 
on top of these. Our work parties see members in our high-vis jackets busy round 
the village, tidying tubs, brushing the surrounding areas and twice a year re-potting 
completely for the following season.

We will delay planting the summer bedding until late May once risk of frost has 
passed. We prepare the tubs and collect the plants from Sweetacre Nurseries, then 
have a race against time to get the tiny plants in. We are often worried that they will 
not survive, especially as the weather is not always kind, but most of the time they 
thrive and give the usual colourful display. There are always extra jobs like applying 
fresh compost, feed and vine-weevil spray. Vine weevil can decimate the plants – the 
grubs chew the roots and the plant is destroyed.

Some areas round the village get a new look, we change the planting or remove 
plants which have got too big. Our permanent beds, like the garden surrounding the 
wine press (in front of the Doctors’ Surgery), need regular maintenance and pruning, 
quite a big job several times a year. Our thanks to the volunteers who undertake this 
work for us.

The next Work Party is on Saturday 11 March at 9.30am. We meet at The George. 
Come and join us, no gardening skills required and no commitment.

Andrea West 712161
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March Director’s Blog – Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking Heads’
The ‘Talking Heads’ series of monologues, originally written by Alan Bennett for BBC 
TV, and featuring some of our best-loved actors – including Maggie Smith, Thora Hird, 
Patricia Routledge, Stephanie Cole and Alan Bennett himself – have become modern 
classics and are amongst his most popular plays. The writing is intensely skilful. The 
monologue form requires such close observation of the character’s interior life, and 
of their particular turn of phrase, whilst telling a complex story peopled with many 
characters through the eyes and the voice of a single narrator. Bennett’s characteristic 
combination of humour and pathos makes each story uniquely absorbing, reflecting 
his inimitable style.

Alan Bennett says of the plays:
‘Were these monologues plays there would be room for qualification and 

extenuation, allowances could be made, redemptions hinted at, a different point of 
view. Instead, there is a single point of view, that of the speaker alone, and with the 
rest of the story pictured and peopled by the viewer more effort is demanded of the 
imagination’.

It takes a very special acting talent to perform these pieces, and we are incredibly 
fortunate to have Alan Philps and Elizabeth Coulter (who many of her fans will 
recognise as a consummate specialist in amusing monologues) taking on the first two 
of the three plays to be featured in this programme. A third actor, also well-known 
to Wedmore audiences, is currently being ‘signed up’.

Work got underway on ‘Talking Heads’ during February. More news next month 
on the three featured plays, and how the three actors are tackling them.

Performances are on Friday 12 and Saturday 13 May, at 7.30 at Wedmore 
Village Hall. For more information about the production, visit our website 
www.wedmoretheatre.com

Sue Rippon

Review of 2016 Wedmore Harvest Home
2016 saw a year of change within the Harvest Home, somewhat 
challenging but exciting as always.

I believe we had a successful event and everyone should be very 
proud, as we have put in place things to build on for the future.

As with everything there will be highs and lows, but as a community we can 
safeguard the future of Wedmore Harvest Home.

I would like to thank everyone on the committee for their efforts, support and 
time throughout the year.

A special ‘thank you’ to Claire Willcox who suggested the 100 Club Lottery and 
the Sponsorship Directory that generated vital funds for the event.

Also, to Lee Gadd, who has stepped down from the committee this year, after 
many years of hard work with us. You will be missed!

The committee are pleased and excited to announce that our headlining act for 
2017 is the Wurzels! All other acts are still tbc, please watch this space for updates 
throughout the year!

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Our very successful business directory will be running again this year. So if you 
have a local business that you would like to be advertised (there is a choice in size 
of advert), please contact Kerry Willcox on 07881740576/ chip787@hotmail.com.

Tom Willcox 
WHH Chairman 2016

Note: The Wedmore Harvest Home Management Team meets on the last Wednesday 
of every month in The George at 8pm.

The Wedmore Harvest Home 2017 Business Directory
Do you run a business in or around the Wedmore area? If so, are you interested in 
having a £25, £50, £100 or £200 advert in the Wedmore Harvest Home 2017 Business 
Directory of which 1000 copies will be handed out on the day (Friday 18 August)?

Please contact Kerry on 07881750576 or Claire on 07964 749701.

Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting –Thursday 26 January 2017
As usual, our own Committee member and Village Archivist Hazel Hudson opened 
the first meeting of the 2017 Speakers programme in front of a full house on the 
subject of ‘Do you know the story of St Mary’s Church’?

St Mary’s the Virgin, as the church is known ,was mainly built in the 15th Century 
but with parts of it as old as the 11th century and the Cathedral like location goes 
back to the time of Alfred The Great in 878.

Hazel gave us a multitude of dates when various alterations and changes were 
made to the church including:

1500: The pulpit was built and the Norman Font since that time has been 
repositioned three times.
1708: The church was repainted for the sum of £3-10.
1754: A gallery was erected in the west end to accommodate musicians and singers.
1828: The Bell loft was built as the bells used to be rung from the floor of the 
church and a barrel organ was introduced.
1880/1: The Rev Hervey modernised the church – it used to have boxed pews and 
gas lights – the pews were ripped out and the chandeliers rehung.
1900: The wonderful coloured stained glass window was built in the Lady Chapel.
1970s: New ends to the pews were carved depicting fruit, vegetables and cider 
apples.
And to bring us up to date, the beautiful Benjamin & Beauchamp designed Porch 

doors were added just a few years ago.
As usual, Hazel gave us a mountain of facts and figures most of which probably 

none of us knew about!
As the Masonic Hall is being renovated, our next meeting in February should be 

held in luxurious surroundings including new padded chairs!
Chris Edwards

Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club
March brings a fresh feeling to our gardening – a time of new 
shoots and longer (hopefully warmer) days. Come and join us at 

mailto:chip787@hotmail.com
tel:%2B44%207964%20749701
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our Gardening Club meeting on 28 March at 7.30pm at the Masonic Hall. Christine 
Skelmersdale will talk about Summer Bulbs.

Christine is the Managing Director of Broadleigh Bulbs at Bishops Hull, Taunton. 
She is a keen plant photographer, with an extensive library of slides. An inspirational 
lecturer, she lectures widely in Britain and abroad both on gardening topics and 
plants in the wild (China, Nepal, S.Andes etc.). In 2002 she was made an Honorary 
Fellow of Myerscough College (University of Lancaster). At the 2009 Hampton 
Court Flower Show Christine Skelmersdale was presented with the Victoria Medal 
of Honour (VMH) – the RHS’s highest award for services to horticulture. She has 
made frequent television appearances and wrote and presented the bulb section on 
the Wisley Collections video.

Members and guests welcome.
Andrea West 712161

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2017
Be quick! Don’t miss out on a number! Only £30.00 per ticket (£2.50 per month) and 
you could win:

1st Prize - £100.00
2nd Prize - £50.00
To enter please speak to Kerry - chip787@hotmail.com. Your number will go into 

every draw, so you could win 24 times! Monthly draws will take place at the Wedmore 
HH committee meetings.

This is a great way to help fundraise and sponsor the Harvest Home, whilst being in 
with a chance of winning some extra money! For further ways to sponsor or fundraise 
with us please email Kerry on chip787@hotmail.com

Beth Skeen

Cheddar Valley Lions
Cheddar Vale Lions Club are raffling 22 Giant Easter Eggs this year. 
You will find them in local pubs and local businesses. Tickets are £1 
each and all money raised will go to our Centennial Project – the 
Defibrillator Appeal and Lions work in the community.

We will be holding our Annual Senior Citizens Party on Saturday 8 
April from 2pm in Shipham Village Hall. Refreshment and entertainment are included 
and transport can be arranged. If you would like to book a free ticket please contact 
Lion Marion Adcock on 01934 740366 by 26 March.

Are you holding an event in 2017? Would you like the Lions to bring along their 
coconut shy or candy floss machine or their pig racing? If so, give Lion Janet Clark 
a ring on 01934 248114.

We are always looking for new members so if you’d like to know more about us 
and have some free time and enjoy helping your local community then do get in touch 
on 01934 248114 – we’d love to hear from you!”

Janet Clark, Lions President

http://broadleighbulbs.co.uk/wp/?page_id=68
mailto:chip787@hotmail.com
mailto:chip787@hotmail.com
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Discover Wedmore’s Woodlands
With spring just around the corner, you can enjoy a walk to explore not one but two 
community woodlands planted next to each other by Green Wedmore.

The woodlands are less than a 20-minute walk east of the village centre along 
public footpaths and, thanks to a local farmer, you can make it a circular route via 
a permissive path. A curving path through one wood leads over a stream to a leafy 
glade where you can relax on a bench. To reach the woods, follow the green signs to 
Terry’s Community Wood from the footbridge at the end of The Lerburne, the road 
by the dentists.

Terry’s Community Wood was planted by Green Wedmore in 2007/08 on a small 
field donated by Susanne Ager. It’s named in memory of her husband who always 
wanted to plant a wood there but died before he could realise his dream. It has 260 
trees and shrubs of native species such as field maple, oak, hornbeam, holly, rowan 
and spindle. Piles of logs have been left to provide habitats for grass snakes and other 
wildlife.

The wood is managed by Green Wedmore on behalf of Wedmore Parish Council, 
who now own the site. Green Wedmore also manages the adjoining Gooseham 
Community Orchard, which was planted in 2012 with around 80 cider apple trees of 
traditional varieties, plus a small number of dessert apples and pears. A fenced-off 
area of the orchard is planted with another 240 native broadleaved trees of similar 
varieties to Terry’s Community Wood.

Green Wedmore created the woodlands to provide an amenity for the local 
community, mitigate climate change (because trees absorb carbon dioxide) and 
provide wildlife habitats and a sustainable fuel source.

The community woodlands are great for picnics, exploring and relaxing. We hope 
that local people will enjoy visiting them for generations to come.
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Please remember when walking to the woodlands:
• leave gates as you find them
• keep to public footpaths
• keep your dog on a lead near livestock
• clear up your dog’s mess
• take any litter home.

Rob Richley 
Green Wedmore

Bigger and Better than Ever! – Wedmore Arts Festival 2017
This year’s Arts Festival gets off to a swashbuckling start on 
Thursday 6 July 2017 with Wedmore Opera’s rendition of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan favourite, ‘Pirates of Penzance’. This comic opera 
with its rip-roaringly familiar tunes will run in the Village Hall over 
three nights, from 6- 8 July. Auditions took place in January and the 
cast is now busy treading the boards (or planks) for what promises to be 
a timber-shivering affair.

The Arts Festival will also end with a performance from another of 
our most popular local entertainers. The Somerset Levellers will bring 
the festival to a fabulous finale with a toe-tapping Ceilidh in the Village Hall on 
Saturday 15 July, part of a double bill also featuring hilarious stand-up Simon Evans, 
a regular on the UK comedy circuit.

In between our two home-grown talents, the Festival offers nine days of very 
different events from far and wide. These include Bristol’s Brunel Sinfonia Orchestra 
with celebrated conductor Mark Gateshill (a former Wedmore resident), children’s 
author Jeremy de Quidt, and a series of fascinating lunchtime talks on diverse topics, 
including the Falklands War memories of naval hero Admiral Lord West. These talks 
will be held at The Swan, followed by a delicious meal, attended by the speaker, at 
which there will be a chance for further informal questions. Wedmore favourite Marie 
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Vassiliou (soprano) returns for a lunchtime concert on Saturday 8 July, and Edward 
Leaker brings back his Blaze quintet, whilst art exhibitions will also be running 
throughout the week.

In addition, we plan to arrange some special events for children, plus several other 
performers who are yet to be confirmed. Puppets, poetry and even the paparazzi are 
part of the plan… Keep an eye on the Festival website for updates; and watch this 
space! wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk.

Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee
The committee is responsible for the day-to-day running and maintenance of the village 
hall and is now seeking a volunteer to take on the role of Committee Secretary. The 
committee meets usually once every two months and the role of the secretary is to 
assist in preparing and distributing the Agenda for the next meeting, taking minutes 
at the meeting, writing these up after the meeting and distributing once approved 
and generally maintaining any committee documentation. It really is not an arduous 
task and we would be so grateful if someone local could help out. The village hall 
is a community asset and I imagine pretty much everyone in the community uses it, 
probably several times a year, if only as a member of the audience to one of the many 
shows and events held in it. If you feel able to offer some time please do get in touch 
with me on simon@mudgley.org.

Simon C Tomes 
Chairman, Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee

IT for the Terrified
I.T. for the Terrified – for all your computer training needs. A skill-sharing, informal, 
community project. Run by a Committee – Staffed by Volunteers.

I.T. for the Terrified is now using Cheddar Village Hall for our 
computer training sessions, with an ethos of friendly, informal, relaxed 
and individual help to use your computer, tablet or smartphone. We 
can cover Windows, Macs, android phones, android tablets and iPads. 
If you need the use of one of our machines, please let us know as this can be arranged.

Anyone of any age or ability can learn how to order prescriptions or library books, 
do your shopping, share photos, email or chat to friends and family online, etc.

Our opening hours will be flexible, because we have different trainers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, and need to work round when the hall is 
available, but we will arrange an appointment to suit both parties as quickly as we 
can. Appointments are essential.

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF
Cheddar Village Hall (used to be Cheddar Church House) is next 

to St. Andrew’s church and almost opposite the road to Sainsbury’s 
(used to be Budgen’s).

If you can spare two hours a week and have skills on any level 
(especially basics) that you would like to share with others, please get in touch.
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

mailto:simon@mudgley.org
http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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Walk Programme – West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 2 March
Moderate circular walk from Roadwater 10mi/16km. OS 
Map ExOL9 ST033383. Start 10.00am. Park near church. 
Contact Tony Strange Tel 01934733783/07976902706 or 
anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Thursday 9 March
Leisurely circular walk from Stanton Prior 6.5mi/10.4km. OS Map Ex155 ST598632. 
Start 12.30pm. Park near church. Contact Ken Masters Tel 01749 670349/07784 941439 
or kenmasters265@gmail.com

Thursday 16 March
Moderate circular walk in Abbot’s Leigh area 10.00mi/16km. OS Map Ex154 
ST538738. Start 10.00am. Park in lay-by off A369 Pill Road. Contact Vi Howley Tel 
07711 662993 or vihowley@btinternet.com

Thursday 23 March
Moderate circular walk from Cothelstone Hill 6.75mi/10.8km. OS Map Ex140 
ST201328. Start 12.30pm. Park in car park. Contact Roger Mead Tel 01934 743088 
or rogermead1941@hotmail.co.uk

Thursday 30 March
Leisurely circular walk from North Curry 9.5mi/15.2km.OS Map Ex128 ST319253. Start 
10.00am. Park Queen’s Square. Contact Tony Strange Tel 01934733783/07976902706 
or anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Tony Strange

Weather Report for January 2017
RAINFALL Monthly total 67.6mm (2.66ins)
 30-year average 72.3mm (2.85ins)
 Wettest day (29th) 12.4mm (0.49ins)
 No of dry days 17
 Last 3 months (Nov-Jan) 215mm (8.44ins)
 Year ending 31 Jan 17 694mm (27.3ins)
 30-year annual average 795.5mm (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES

 Maximum (31st) 11.0 °C (51.8 °F)
 Minimum (21st) - 5.5 °C (22.1 °F)
 Number of air frosts 13
 Monthly average maximum 7.2 °C (45.0 °F)
 30-year average maximum 7.9 °C (46.2 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 1.3 °C (34.3 °F)
 30-year average minimum 2.4 °C (36.3 °F)

mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
mailto:kenmasters265@gmail.com
mailto:vihowley@btinternet.com
mailto:rogermead1941@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
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COMMENTS
A long dry spell from 13 to 26 January, followed by 40.4mm (1.59ins) in the last five 
days. Temperatures below average. N.B. The 30-year averages have been rolled forward 
by one year and now cover the period 1987- 2016.

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse
Turn a New Page

Feeling down, feeling your age,
Come on, get out of bed and turn a new page.

Wash your hair and put on some scent
The news is waiting with the latest event.

You’ll soon be saying, ‘I didn’t know that!’
But if it’s bad, keep it under your hat.

Try to meet the new day with a glimmer of hope
That if there’s a warm sun your old bones will cope.
Spring is just around the corner with lovely flowers
Out in the garden you can while away the hours.

You can take a good book and sit in a chair
Or do a bit of weeding here and there.

And if it’s too cold you can look from indoors
While you knot that hat needed by a good cause.

The supermarket meal delivered with a smile
You can pop in the oven in a little while.

Your armchair is waiting for you to have a rest
Before all the afternoon quizzes give your brain a test

This new page is turning out fine.
Vera Banwell

Forthcoming Events
Morgan and West ‘Parlour Tricks’ – Thursday 2 March
At 7.30 pm at Wedmore Village Hall. A final reminder to buy your tickets for this fabulous 
show, if you haven’t already done so – amazing feats of magic and illusion to entertain 
the whole family. Tickets are selling fast but you may just be in time to get the last ones 
available. They are on sale at Wedmore Village Store, online at www.wedmoretheatre.com 
(and click on Box Office), or from Jonathan Frankpitt on 712596.

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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The Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 2017 – Friday 3 March
Bagley Baptist Church at 7.00 pm. This has been prepared by the women of the 
Philippines. The service will incorporate a sharing meal kindly prepared by the women 
at Bagley. All are welcome to attend this ecumenical service

It would be helpful to let Bagley ladies know beforehand so they have an idea 
of numbers for catering purposes. Please note change of time from previous years.

Blackford Village Hall Café – Wednesday 8 March
In the Blackford Village Hall: 2 – 4pm.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club – Friday 10 and Friday 24 March
8 pm at the Panborough Inn, Open Mic.

Wedmore in Bloom Work Party – Saturday 11March
Meet at The George at 9.30am. Come and join us, no gardening skills required and 
no commitment.

Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 15 March
The meeting of the Parish Council will be held on at 7.30pm at the Council Rooms 
Grant’s Lane. Parishioners are welcome to attend.

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 16 March
Wedmore WI meets on the third Thursday of the month, in the Masonic 
Hall at 7.30pm. On the 16 March, we have Lloyd Tucker, local butcher, 
coming to talk to us. The competition is ‘An ode to a butcher’. Come and 
join us, we are a friendly bunch, and have refreshments at the end of the 
meeting to allow time for a chat.

Circular Walk Around Clewer – Friday 17 March
Starting from The Cart House, Cocklake at 10.30 am. Approximately two hours 
average walking time. Few stiles. Dogs on leads welcome. On completion of the 
walk soup and cake will be served. Donations for St. Mary’s Church, Wedmore. For 
more information please contact Heather Hector on 712478 or e mail heather@the-
hectors.co.uk

Green Wedmore Energy Advice Pop Up Shop – Saturday 18 March
Green Wedmore are running an Energy Advice pop-up shop on 18 
March 2017 at the spare retail unit at The George Inn in Wedmore, 
thanks to the support of landlord Gordon Stevens. The energy 
advice shop will be open from 10am – 4pm and people can drop in 
at any time of the day to find out from the Green Wedmore Energy 
Champions about how to make their homes and businesses more 
energy efficient. Advice will also be available on using renewable energy of all types.
People can bring their utility bills for our champions to review and offer suggestions 
or ask questions on energy saving/generation/efficiency.
The one-day shop will also offer an energy switching service run by CSE, the Bristol-
based Centre for Sustainable Energy.

mailto:heather@the-hectors.co.uk
mailto:heather@the-hectors.co.uk
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It will also highlight all the things that Green Wedmore is doing and provide an 
opportunity to meet the Green Wedmore team.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 19 March
At the Theale Village Hall 6.30pm.

Wedmore Tennis Club AGM – Thursday 23 March
Members are invited to arrive at the Clubhouse at 7pm for a glass of wine. The meeting 
will then commence at 7.30pm.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 23 March
The monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm, when the speaker 
will be Mike Malaghan. Mike is a local author who has written stories for women’s 
magazines as well as for younger readers. He has worked in television and his work 
has been short-listed for a ‘Teenage Book’ Award. His talk will be entitled ‘The further 
adventures of a Bewildered Writer.’ Members free. Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee 
and biscuits after the talk. Contact Ian Tomes, 710390

The Clash of the Choirs, ‘The Return’ – Saturday 25 March 5.30pm 
for 6.15pm

The Friends of St. Mary’s bring you:
• The Blackford Singers
• Wedmore First School Academy Singers
• Cheddar Valley Voices (Girls and Lads)
• The Axbridge Singers
• Joyful Spirit
• The Blue School’s “Blue Belles”
• St Cuthbert’s First School Singers
• Wookey Choir
• Glastonbury Male Voice Choir

Once again The Friends of St. Mary’s bring you 220 singers from 10 local choirs 
and singing groups, 300 fans roaring them on, shenanigans and a clapometer!
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Tickets will be in high demand and are on sale at The Village Store.
For info call David Hopkins on 710149, or email dahopkins@aol.com.

Wedmore Methodist Church Bazaar and Coffee Morning – Saturday 
25 March
At the Masonic Hall – 10am to 12 noon. Cakes, produce, other various 
stalls and raffle. Proceeds in aid of Wedmore Methodist Church. Further 
details, if required, from Gwen Fisher 01934 712629 or Angeline Duckett 
01934 712631. Everyone welcome.

Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club Meeting – Tuesday 28 March
At the Masonic Hall at 7.30 pm. Christine Skelmersdale will be speaking 
about ‘Summer Bulbs’. Christine, who has been to Wedmore before, 
always gives an interesting and amusing talk with lots of tips. March is 
the ideal time to plan, buy and plant our bulbs ready for a wonderful 
summer display. Members and guests are all welcome. Contact Jean 
Windridge on 712046.

Wedmore Harvest Home Management Team – Wednesday 29 March
At The George at 8pm.

Green Wedmore 17th Freecycle Day – Sunday 9 April
Green Wedmore is holding 
the village’s 17th Freecycle 
Day on Sunday 9 April at the 
Wedmore car park from 10 
am to 11.30 am. Following the 
huge success of the last sixteen 
we’re asking parishioners to 
have another sort through their 
‘junk’ and bring it along.

What you do is collect 
together all the ‘stuff ’ that 
you don’t need any more, all 
those bits and bobs in the shed, 
garage or attic; bring it down 
to the car park and set up your 
stall. Then everyone comes 
along and helps themselves!

There only two rules:
1) No money must change 
hands
2) You take home what you 
cannot give away.

One man’s junk is another’s 
treasure! And less goes to landfill.
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This is a fun way to encourage the second mantra of reduce, reuse and recycle thus 
slowing a little our insatiable consumerism. Also a chance for a good chat and gossip 
with the neighbours. More information on our website at www.greenwedmore.co.uk.

Isle of Wedmore Gardening Club Annual Coffee Morning and Plant 
Sale – Saturday 22 April
The annual coffee morning and plant sale will be held in the Masonic Hall on Saturday 
22 April, 10.00 am -12.00 noon. Contact Jean Windridge on 712046.

Wedmore Theatre Company Production, Alan Bennet’s Talking 
Heads – Friday 12 and Saturday 13 May
Both performances commence at 7.30pm at Wedmore Village Hall.

The Annual Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 1 July 2017.
The theme this year is ‘Pirates.’ Further details will follow in the next edition.

Please find a booking form inside the rear cover. (Gareth Gosling 2017 Chairman).

Golf Competition at Wedmore Golf Club – Saturday 8 July
In aid of Wedmore Playing Fields and Junior Football Club and a 
small donation to the Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club. Teams of 
four, 18 holes, £25 per player (£100 per team). A meal afterwards 
is included. Come and join us for a great day of golf! To take part 
and register your team please contact Peter Bird 07973 931675 
peterbird@thedrurypartnership.com.

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Somerset Wildlife Trust: Garden Ponds for Wildlife – Wednesday 1 
March
From 7.30 – 9.30 pm at Shapwick Village Hall, Station Road, 
Shapwick. TA7 9NJ, ST418384. Paul Newman, member of Somerset 
Wildlife Trust’s Reptiles & Amphibians Group, will explain how a 
pond is a great way of increasing wildlife in your garden and give 
you some handy tips on how to get started! For more information 
please contact Anne Lees on email leesmark@supanet.com. For 
Adults it costs £2.50 and under 16s free

Cheddar Valley U3A Talk ‘Bees, Beekeeping and Bees in Crisis’ – 
Thursday 2 March
By Dr Ivor Davis, from 2.00 – 2.30 pm at Cheddar Village Hall. For 
information call 744241.

http://www.greenwedmore.co.uk
mailto:leesmark@supanet.com
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Joint Concert: Cheddar Male Choir and Taunton Deane – Saturday 
11 March
Cheddar Male Choir and Taunton Deane are raising money for Prostate Cancer 
Care Appeal Charity. Their concert will take place at the Victoria Methodist Church, 
Weston-super-Mare at 7.30 pm.

£8 tickets are on sale at the door or from a choir member. This will be a fabulous concert 
with songs from many genres and there will sure to be many songs that you will enjoy.

Cheddar Male Choir
Cheddar Male Choir sing concerts to help charities and good causes raise money and 
have helped to raise well over £145,000 in their 22 years of existence. The choir is 
always on the lookout for men to join, so if you are interested in this very worthwhile 
pastime, then please contact them at contactcheddarmalechoir@gmail.com and take 
a look at their website http://www.cheddarmvchoir.co.uk

Mark Community Association and Take Art Present Angel Heart 
Theatre performing ‘Freya – A Viking Saga’ – Saturday 11 March
At 4.00 pm in Mark Village Hall. For ages 4 +. It is the same day (and time!) as 
England take on Scotland in the Calcutta Cup!!! Let Dad watch the Rugby in peace 
and the children can enjoy ‘Freya – A Viking Saga’, instead of having to be quiet!! 
Light refreshments will be available from 3.00 pm onwards. Tickets are £6.00 and 
£4.00 (under 16) and are available from Jendy Weekes on 01278 641370; Mark Village 
Store and www.takeart.org.

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society – Wednesday 15 
March
At Cross Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm. Pat Hase will be giving a talk on ‘An Introduction 
to Family History’. Pat is a well-known genealogist. In this talk, she will outline some 
of the methods, information sources and pitfalls that confront researchers into family 
history. Non-members are very welcome to attend but a donation of £3 is requested

mailto:contactcheddarmalechoir@gmail.com
http://www.cheddarmvchoir.co.uk
http://www.takeart.org/
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Cheddar Valley U3A Coffee Morning – Thursday 16 March
Cheddar Village Hall, 10.30 am to 12 noon. For details please ring 
744241 or search online for Cheddar U3A.

Somerset Wildlife Trust: Dry Stone Walls – Tuesday 
21 March
From 7.30 to 9.30 pm Chris Stevens will give a talk on the wonders 
of dry stone walling and share his experience and expertise. Chris 
is a past Chair of the South West branch of the Dry Stone Walling 
Association, has done historical research on local Mendip walls and 
has had considerable practical experience of working on them. The 
event will be held at Cheddar Catholic Church Hall, Tweentown, 
Cheddar, BS27 3HU (off Upper North St by church). For more 
information please contact Ged Keele on email gerard.keele@btinternet.com or 
phone 01278 769010. Cost £2.50

The Mark Youth Theatre Presents ‘Annie Junior’ – Thursday 23 – 
Saturday 25 March
At The Princess Theatre, Burnham-on-Sea.Performances Thursday and Friday 
7.30pm, Saturday 2.30pm and 7.30pm

Tickets £9, Concessions £6, Box Office: 01278 784464. www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A Open Day – Saturday 25 March
Cheddar Valley U3A will be holding an Open Day on 25 March 
2017, partly as a recruitment exercise, and as a community gathering.

At Cheddar Village Hall, 11am to 3.30pm. Demonstrations / 
performances from our Groups. Details 744241 or search online for Cheddar U3A

Cheddar Valley Lions Club, Annual Senior Citizens Party – Saturday 
8 April
Cheddar Valley Lions Club will be holding our Annual Senior 
Citizens Party on Saturday 8 April from 2pm in Shipham Village Hall. 
Refreshment and entertainment are included and transport can be 
arranged. If you would like to book a free ticket please contact Lion 
Marion Adcock on 740366 by 26 March.

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Tiffin Cake
It’s Mothering Sunday this month, so we thought it would be good 
to provide a cake recipe for children to make for their mums. The 
English definition of “tiffin” is a no bake cake made from crushed 
biscuits, sugar, syrup, raisons, and combined with melted chocolate. It is also known 
as “Fridge Cake”, and was invented in Troon, Scotland in the early 1900s.Feel free 

http://www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk/
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to experiment with any combination of dried fruit and nuts. You can also store this 
in the freezer, making it the perfect cake to take on a picnic: simply put it in a cool 
bag where it will act as an ice pack until you are ready to slice it.

So here it is and we hope all you mums enjoy it.

Ingredients
100 g butter, cubed
300 g milk or dark chocolate as you prefer
4 tbsp golden syrup
200 g digestive biscuits
75 g mini marshmallows
75 g dried cranberries
75g salted peanuts, roughly chopped

Method
1. Lightly grease and then double line a loaf tin (23cmx13cmx6cm deep) with cling 
film leaving a 10cm overhang so that the film with cover the top of the finished cake.
2. Gently melt the butter, chocolate and golden syrup in a saucepan over a low 
heat. Remove from the heat immediately and allow to cool slightly.
3. Meanwhile, place the digestive biscuits in a mixing bowl and break into small 
chunks (a potato masher is useful for this). Add the marshmallows, cranberries and 
peanuts and stir together with the biscuits.
4. Pour in the chocolate mixture and mix well. Spoon into the prepared loaf tin and 
press down (again the potato masher is useful for this). Fold the over-hanging cling 
film over the top of the cake and again press down hard to compact the mixture, then 
place in the fridge to set. Alternatively, place in the freezer and store until wanted.
5. To serve, remove from the loaf tin and slice. Arrange slices on a pretty plate and 
serve with a nice cup of tea.

PS – Remember washing-up is a game for all the family not just for grown-ups!
Norma Teakle and Derek Logan

The Garden in March
So far this year we have had a relatively mild winter, with the exception 
of one or two nights when the temperature went down to -5°C or so; 
that is not really cold enough to do serious harm to hardy plants, but 
half-hardy subjects in pots may be damaged at that temperature by the 
roots being frozen. Obviously it is easy to be wise after the event but 
if you have had plants damaged remember in future to protect them.

At the time of writing it has been a little wetter and the forecast 
remains unsettled in the next week or so; there is time yet for it to get 
colder again but let’s hope that the worst of winter is over by the time you read this.

Instead of simply re-iterating things I have said in previous years, I have changed my 
tack a little this month and want to mention a few specific topics in slightly more detail.
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Flower Seed Sowing: Hardy annuals can be sown directly into the soil where they 
are to flower because they are not affected by frost. Seed catalogues usually label them 
HA. They probably do best in light soils that are not overly fertile. Sow them when 
the soil is beginning to warm up (keep an eye out for weed seedlings germinating). 
Weed the bed, rake level and if not too wet, tread down lightly before sowing. There 
are many annuals you can use to give a bright splash of colour such as California 
poppies (eschscholzia) or poached egg flower (limnanthes); the latter are good for 
attracting beneficial insects such as lacewings, the larvae of which eat aphids. As 
well as being ornamental, many annuals provide nectar bees, butterflies and other 
insects. Phacelia, calendula, agrostemma, cornflowers and sunflowers all fall into this 
category. Also remember that plants that produce significant seed heads can be left 
to feed birds next winter.

Vegetables: Many vegetables can be sown from now onwards; plants of the 
cucumber family (cucurbits) perform better with a long growing season. Courgettes 
(or zucchini), young marrows can be sown now with protection from frost at night. 
Winter squashes (butternut etc.) can also go in. Gourds grown for ornament need the 
same treatment. Do not eat them as some may be harmful if consumed. Pumpkins, 
whether for eating or for Halloween will produce bigger fruits if sown early. These 
will not usually keep for as long as squashes. Cucumbers themselves should also be 
sown now, as should tomatoes for outdoor planting (protect seedlings until low night 
temperatures are past).

Bulbs: These will be flowering by now and it is worth keeping an eye open for 
problems. Grey mould (botrytis) may affect snowdrops and tulip fire will stunt and 
distort tulips; this shows itself as dead spots and stripes on the leaf, affected bulbs 
should be destroyed. Lilies can succumb to leaf rotting; this and the grey mould 
mentioned above may not persist if the weather conditions (cold and humid) improve, 
but lilies suffering from virus diseases, spread by aphids, (stunting and distortion) 
should be destroyed.Bulbs of the narcissus family (daffodils) can be damaged by the 
narcissus fly, larvae eating the roots, or fungal basal rots. Both will cause stunted or 
dying plants; again, these should ideally be destroyed to prevent infection of other 
plants. Try not to plant any of these plants where the same species have been infected.

Mulching: Try mulching borders with composted material before plants become 
too large to work amongst without damaging them. If you are using home-made 
compost, make sure that it has got really hot during the composting, to destroy weed 
seeds; also ensure that it doesn’t contain fragments of root of perennial weeds such 
as couch grass or bindweed. Put the mulch onto moist soil and try to make the mulch 
up to 7.5 cms in depth to suppress weed growth.

Feeding: Apply fertilizers, whether organic or chemical now. Fruit crops should 
be treated with high potash fertilizers as should roses and many other plants grown 
for flowering and/or subsequent fruiting. Nitrogen fertilizer can be applied to lawns 
to make them greener, but don’t forget it also makes them grow faster and may 
encourage coarser grasses to overpower more desirable lawn species.

Well once again I have run out of space and will have to continue my ramblings 
next month.

Adrian Hutchinson
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Thought for the Month
Matthew describes the inauguration of Jesus’s ministry with, “Then Jesus 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” The 
desert is hardly the place to make speeches to an appreciative crowd. The 
desert is the place of temptation.

The gospel writers make it clear that Satan was masterfully offering 
to Jesus a popular and promising campaign strategy. Anyone able to provide bread 
for the people would not only be liked but would soon be made a king (John 6:15). 
Anyone able to persuade the doubters, naysayers and sceptics by performing a miracle 
would unite the people into a common purpose. Anyone offering to bring order to 
this chaotic and divided world was surely the one ruler everybody desperately needs.

Jesus answers each of the three temptations by quoting from the book of 
Deuteronomy, which was the final sermon of Moses, Israel’s great leader. First, life is 
not only about having bread (including material goods) but God’s words; words that 
need to be heard and received as frequently as eating and drinking. Second, God is 
not to be put to the test; treated as a means or tool to achieve a desired end. Third, 
God alone is to be worshipped and served.

History is littered with kings, queens, prime ministers and presidents promising 
to serve their people, to provide for their needs and make their country great again. 
How sobering it is to see Jesus begin his ministry alone in a desert and tempted by 
Satan. Roman generals rose to become emperors by the strength of their legions and 
today’s leaders take office by winning the majority of votes. How odd it is to see this 
upstart Jesus being launched by the Spirit via the wilderness. Once he emerges he 
simply calls a few to follow him promising them not greatness but weakness and a 
cross. This really is in profound antithesis to what shapes our world today. So then, 
whom will I follow?

Rev Dr Paul Spanring 
Pastor of Cheddar and Crickham Baptist Churches

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
Meet the Coach Afternoon
Wedmore Tennis Club organised an active Meet the Coach 
afternoon on Saturday 21 January so that existing and 
potential members could meet Craig. Juniors and adults enjoyed tea and home-made 
cakes in-between trying out the courts and finding out about coaching options and 
planned events for juniors.

Details of Easter holiday courses should be available soon, so please see 
the website or contact Craig directly to find out more, mobile 07546230727, 
tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk
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Children at meet the coach day

Upcoming Tournaments
The annual men’s doubles competition is scheduled for March 4th at 1.30pm. Please 
contact David Evans (davidevans363@gmail.com) or sign up in the clubhouse if you 
would like to enter and enjoy a very sociable afternoon of tennis.

Also, on March 12th, an open tournament will be held at the club from 9am to 
6pm. Please enter the event via the LTA website. The entry categories are U8, U9, 
U10, U12, U14 for singles; ladies’ and men’s doubles events have also been scheduled 
for the afternoon.

Winter League
The A team have played three matches this month and are in a strong position to 
win division 1, currently lying 1 point below Trull. Nicky’s B team have struggled to 
fill teams however and could be relegated at the end of the season.

The C team collected some valuable points by winning 8 -3 away at Woodlands 
with a team of Jo, Jenny, Mark and Michael and again at Cleeve where they lost 7-5 
by only one game. Well done to Charlotte, Tess, David and Tony.

David Evans’ D team played a strong Lympsham B team which included coach, 
Alistair. Despite the strength of the men, 4 points were earned as Tony and Charlotte won 
their mixed doubles in three sets and Charlotte and Matty won their ladies match in two.

The Vets A team are sitting in the middle of their division, but collected 5 points 
away at Minehead and recorded a good win over Avenue A to give them a further 10 
points, thanks to a strong performance from Jenny, Tess, David and Henry.

The Vets B team have been having a successful season and are placed at the top 
of their division despite a recent loss away at Clevedon.

AGM
Don’t forget, the club AGM will be held on Thursday 23 March in the Clubhouse, 
so please come along, meet other club members and offer your ideas regarding the 
future of the Club. Please get in touch too to find out more if you’d like to become 
involved in the running of your club.

Sarah Cunningham
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Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
In the 2016 summer season, 
Wedmore men produced an 
outstanding performance playing 
in the Clevedon & District over 
60s League. They were unbeaten 
in three competitions winning 
the League, the Knockout Cup 
and the Charity Cup. All these 
competitions award prize money, 
partly thanks to sponsorship 
from Co-operative Funeral Care. 
Recently, Wedmore Bowls Club 
were proud to use this prize 
money to present a cheque for 
£524 to Genevieve Drinkwater 
who is the Fundraising Manager 
in Somerset for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Genevieve with Alan Birch, Wedmore Men’s Captain, Roger Spraggs, Secretary of the Clevedon & 
District Bowling Association and Brendon Cottrell, President of Wedmore Bowls Club

Having won their first match in the SCIBA League by 1 shot, Wedmore men 
were unlucky to lose their second game against Clevedon who were last year’s league 
winners. Wedmore kept in the match and pushed Clevedon hard but unfortunately 
lost on all four rinks by a total of just 7 shots. In the third match against Bridgwater, 
the opponents were unable to raise a full team and incurred a penalty of 2 points and 
10 shots given to Wedmore for the missing rink. Wedmore also won comfortably on 
all three rinks played to take a maximum16 points.

Home scores: B Back, J Harris, R Thurkettle, & E Payne, 26-16
 V Matthews, C Panchaud, T Brown, & R Barron, 26-10
Away score: A Birch, J Runciman, R Newell, & C Moss, 23-15.

Wedmore are now placed third in the league with a good shot difference but have 
three more matches to play.

The men have also played against a strong Illminster side in the County double 
rink knockout competition. In the game played away at Illminster, A Birch, R Newell, 
D Nicholls & C Moss started slowly and were 1-11 down after 7 ends. They then won 
9 of the next 13 ends leaving the score 16 all playing the last end. Illminster were 
holding two shots when the Wedmore skip, playing the last bowl of the end, trailed 
the jack to give Wedmore two shots and a win 18-16. Unfortunately, the other rink 
playing at home lost 10-25.

Members have continued to play regularly in club leagues and also in a variety 
of friendly games. Among the friendlies, Wedmore ladies played their annual match 
against Somerset under 25s. This is usually a very close match and this proved to 
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be the case on one rink. Barbara Disbrey, Carole Pettit, Pam Beard & Margaret 
Barron, went into the last end with a lead of one shot but dropped two shots to lose 
by one. The game developed differently on the other rink. Trish Newell, Ann-Marie 
Wilkinson, Joanne Pryce, & Julie Masters started slowly but caught up after six ends. 
They then dominated the game, including achieving a “hot shot” (scoring 8) to win 
by a remarkable 30-8.

Play in club competitions is progressing well and finals will be played on the 
weekend of 18 and 19 March. Spectators are always welcome.

Sandra Moss

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
The new year opened at Wedmore Golf Club with a number of significant 
changes in the offing but with the change of Captains completed. The 
final change of captains took place before Christmas when the Club held 
its AGM. Changes for the coming year ensured a good turn-out to hear 
Dan Eade for the directors outline the Club’s plans. Retiring Captain 
Toni Ribi was able to look back on a year of development both on and 
off the course before handing over to Steve Smith in what he described as ‘interesting 
times’. Off course, the Club had raised £3,625 for each of the two chosen charities, 
Great Ormond Street Hospital and Motor Neurone Disease Association. The chosen 
charity for next year will be the Beacon Centre for Cancer Treatment at Musgrove 
Hospital. With responsibilities fulfilled, the Captains then went to the first tee for the 
annual drive-in, all of which remarkably found the fairway.

New captains Tom Bennett, Steve Smith and Saybria Sims before the Captain’s Drive-In

As golf trickled back to life following the Christmas break, the Seniors experimented 
with a few new formats. The first was a Quota Competition with teams of three all 
playing to scratch and then adding on handicaps at the end. It made for both a quick 
round and a close finish. Clear winners though were Brian Webber, Peter Searle and 
Dave Hollingdale whose score of 114 points equated to six under handicap. This was 
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two points better than runners up David Taylor, Bob Dainty and Roy Peck who in turn 
finished two better than third placed Jim Crick, Ken Lohmann and Clive Williams.

They then played a Texas Scramble with twists to the usual limitation on drives 
adding both interest and complication to proceedings but doing nothing to prevent 
the usual low scores. Leading the way were the team of Ian Robson, Robin Knight 
and Mike Clark whose score of 62.7 put them just 0.5 of a shot clear of runners-up 
John Russell, Roger Harding and James Robertson. This is very much a competition 
where decimal points are important with Terry Simpson, Jim Crick and Mac Hargraves 
third on 63.9, just 0.3 of a shot ahead of Nick Parker, Barrie Gardiner and Bill Witter.

In between these was a straightforward Stableford. There was an incredible finish 
in division 1 which saw the first four players all finish on 41 points. A level par back 
nine was enough to give first place to John Russell with Brian Webber in second, 
Michael Cowie in third and Nick Parker just outside the places in fourth. None of 
these would have finished in the top three in division 2 however, won by John Harding 
on 44 points, one better than runner-up John Hurdman with Mike Peacock a shot 
back in third. Tony Ireland was another player scoring 44 points which was enough to 
win division 3 by 5 clear points from Barrie Gardiner with Malcolm Timmis another 
shot back in third.

Nick Parker might have just missed the places with the Seniors but his nett 66 
in the club Monthly Medal was the best score of the day and good enough to win 
division 1 by a single shot from runner up Mark Cornish. Rob Davis was another 
shot behind in third place. Dom Channon was the very clear winner of division 2, his 
nett 67 putting him 6 clear of Max Grant with Charles Woodard another shot behind 
in third. A much closer finish to division 3 saw Jim Crick just beating Ian Sentence 
on count back after both scored nett 68, one better than third placed John Vowles.

The Club Stableford saw some excellent scores. Daryl Cornelius won division 1 
with 42 points with Nigel Jones and Jeremy Richards second and third on 40 points. 
In division 2 the first three all scored 40 points with count back giving first place to 
Malcolm Tanner followed by Brian Fry and David Poynor, Best score of the day was 
in division 3, 44 points from Stephen Young, 3 ahead of Max Grant and Ian Williams.

The Ladies sensibly ease themselves into the new year more gently with just one 
18 hole competition. This was a four ball better ball and kept up the run of good 
scores with June Smith and Liz Hill winning on 44 points. This was good enough 
to win by only a single shot from Jan Simmons and Sue McDonald with Rachel 
Lockley and Joan Peck third on 41. Earlier in the month they set out to play a nine-
hole competition but even this proved too much for some entrants arriving to find 
very damp conditions. This was not true for Marion Warren-Smith who completed 
the front nine 3 under handicap for 21 points and a 3-point win. Second spot went 
to Chris Simpson who beat Ann Dixon on count back after both scored 18 points. 
Count back also settled fourth and fifth places with Linda Roberts jut beating Trish 
Phelps after both scored 17 points.

By the end of the month the rain had given way to cold and 15 holes proved more 
than enough for the Ladies Stableford. It was also more than enough for Diane Miller 
to establish a commanding lead, her 32 points putting her 3 clear of Jill Cornelius 
with Gill Jones taking third place on 28 but only on count back from a group of three 
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others on the same score, Jenny Thomas, Pauline Hale and Annya Patton being the 
ones to miss out on the places.

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 28 March the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.

Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

May Warrender, formerly of Danes Lea, who died on Tuesday 10 January 2017.
June Neads of Cocklake, who died on 15 December 2016, aged 79 and whose 

funeral took place at St Mary’s on 30 December 2016
Hilary Davies, formerly of Plud Street, who died on 19 December 2016, aged 74 

and whose funeral took place at St Mary’s on 23 January 2017
Audrey Masters, formerly of Draycott, who died on 7 January 2017, aged 89 and 

whose funeral took place in St Mary’s on 24 January 2017
Beth Downer of Stone Allerton, who died on 10 January 2017, aged 78 and whose 

funeral took place at Allerton Church on 10 February 2017
Patricia Sheldon of Little Ireland, who died on 17 January 2017, aged 88 and whose 

funeral was at St Mary’s on 10 February 2017

Mothering Sunday
All are welcome to our churches on Sunday 26 March for special services to mark 
Mothering Sunday. All services then will be all age services. Flowers will be given to 
all mothers.

Movement Youth Worship
On Sunday 5 March at 6.30 pm (doors open at 6.00 pm) St Mary’s is delighted to be 
playing host again to a Youth Worship event together with the organisation Movement. 
This is an opportunity aimed at young people aged 15 to 24 to join together from 
churches across the area to worship and have some teaching about the Christian faith. 
With a very good band and speaker, lights, big screens and free cakes and Pepsi, it is 
becoming a popular venue for teenagers across the area. The next date is 5 March. 
Look at www.wearemovement.net for further details

Ash Wednesday
The season of Lent is traditionally a time of penitence, fasting and self-examination 
(that’s why many people give something up for Lent). In the early church it would be 
kept by those preparing for baptism at Easter, but as time went on, it seemed a good 

http://www.wearemovement.net
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idea for everyone to set aside time for this in the weeks leading up to the most holy 
time in the church’s calendar.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday when ash is smeared on our foreheads as a sign 
that one day we will die and thus of the need to get our lives right.

This year Ash Wednesday falls on Wednesday 1 March, and in the benefice we 
will be marking this important day with a said communion at St. Mary’s at 10.00 am 
and a sung benefice communion at 7.00 pm at Christchurch. The imposition of ashes 
will be offered at each service.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am
Sunday 5 4 Before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 12 3 Before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 19 2 Before Lent 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Family Service & Communion
Sunday 26 1 Before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 5 4 Before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 3 Before Lent 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 19 2 Before Lent 6.00 pm Holy Communion/Prayers for 

Healing
Sunday 26 1 Before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 5 4 Before Lent 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 3 Before Lent 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 19 2 Before Lent 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 26 1 Before Lent 11.00 am Come & See

Allerton Church
Sunday 5 4 Before Lent 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 12 3 Before Lent 9.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 19 2 Before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 26 1 Before Lent 9.00 am Youth Communion
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.
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Bagley Baptist Church
Please check the website for any last minute changes to normal service times and dates, 
particularly during the winter weather.
Every Sunday 10.30 am Morning service. (Groups for 3-15s.)
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our really popular “Coffee With A View.”
Come for free coffee and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm 
welcome. Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. We have good 
parking and wheelchair access.
Friday 3 March, 7pm. Women’s World Day of Prayer here. We’re having a meal 
as part of the service, which this year is written by the ladies of the Philippines. 
Ladies - and gentlemen - are welcome, but please let us know if you are coming, 
for catering purposes.
We have various Bible studies and youth groups which we’d love to tell you about!
For details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 / 713267
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk or
come and see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for March
Sunday 5  10.30 am Tony Stevenson
Sunday 12  10.30 am Revd Roly Sims Holy Communion
Sunday 19  10.30 am Revd Julie Letts
Sunday 26  10.30 am Barry Speddings

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services: 6.30pm
Sunday School: 10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774
Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times. These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a Nurse, they are 
dedicated to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Extended hours surgeries are held:
Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30pm to 8.00pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00am to 8.00am
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 8.00am to 9.30am

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
doctors.
Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or visit 
/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours.
You can also obtain 24 hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or visit 
the NHS 111 website.

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell for 
access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre booked appointments. Surgery 
telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal 
taxi service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the most 
convenient place - usually outside your own house. Travel is free if 
you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare very favourably 
with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. For example, 
the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Thelma Jenkins Jones 710467
Controller Street Rosy Brooks 713697

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759
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Wedmore Street Fair – 
2017 Booking Form
c/o Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS 
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.

I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on
Saturday 1 July 2017. Theme is ‘Pirates’
Charities £17, local groups and societies £22, commercial stalls £40.

I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name:____________________________________________________

Organisation / or type of stall:

__________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Tel no: ____________________________________________________

Email address (obligatory):

__________________________________________________________

for receipt & stall details:

__________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for: £_____________________________________
made payable to Wedmore Street Fair or BACS to WSF account: 
Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed:_______________________________________________________
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1  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
2  - Thurs Morgan and West Parlour Tricks  7.30pm Wedmore VH
3  - Fri  Womens’ World Day of Prayer  7.30pm Bagley Baptist Church 

Theale Frolics  8.00pm Theale VH
4  - Sat Fairtrade Coffee Shop  10 - 12.00am St. Mary’s Church
6  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
7  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  11.00am Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
8  - Wed  Probus 10.15am Golf Club 

Blackford Village Hall Café 2 - 4pm Blackford VH
10  - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
11  - Sat  Wedmore in Bloom Work Party  9.30am The George Inn
12  - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church
13  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut 
14  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  11.00am Wedmore VH 
15  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Parish Council Meeting  7.30pm Council Rooms Grants Lane 
WI Meeting Guest Speaker Lloyd Tucker  7.30pm Masonic Hall

17  - Fri Circular Walk around Clewer  10.30am The Cart House
18  - Sat Theale Community Café 10.00am Theale VH 

Green Wedmore Pop Up Shop  10am - 4pm The George Inn
19  - Sun Theale Film Club 6.30pm Theale VH
20  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
21  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH  

Wedmore Young Farmers  7.30pm The George
22  - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 

Wedmore Tennis Club AGM  7.30pm Clubhouse 
Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting  8.00pm The Recreation Soc Club

23  - Thu IOW Society Meeting   7.30pm Masonic Hall
24  - Fri Limelight Night - Open Mic at the Swan  8.00pm The Swan 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Mic  8.00pm The Panborough Inn
25  - Sat Methodist Church Bazarre and Coffee Morning   10.00am Masonic Hall 

Clash of the Chiors  5.30pm St. Marys Church
27  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
28  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 11.00am Wedmore VH 

IOW Gardening Club Meeting   7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers  7.30pm The George Inn 

29 -Wed Wedmore Harvest Home Management Team  8.00pm The George Inn
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane 07977 415799 
    Lisa  07801 272255 
Art Group 2 - 4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance 4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick  01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa  As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Masonic Hall  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre 
     ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa  As above  
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 01934 710471 
Yoga 10.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Life Drawing Class 10.00am The Swan  Lily Sawtell  
Over 50s Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre 
     ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish March 2017
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List of Contacts for 
Organisations as of March 2017
Alfred and Guthrum Lodge Richard Kilburn 713158
Art Group Eileen Sanders 710353
Badminton Club Heather Willcox 710535
Bagley Baptist Church Sharon Rabbitts 713267
Blackford Harvest Home Mike Isgar 712087
Blackford Village Hall - booking Margaret Tinney 712324
Bowls Club Keith Pettit 733237
Bridge Club Steve Pedrick 712852
Brownies Lisa Hall 713566
Camelot Quilters Ruth Edkins 710064
Carpé-Uke - Ukulele group Joy Buchanan 712082
Children’s Society Sue Burton 712092
Club 50 Val Hardwick 710059
Christchurch, Theale Elizabeth Coulter 712144
 Noreen Stott 713464
Community Bus  Mike Bewick 713745
Cricket Club  Chaz Maguire 07973 810786
Community Health Fund Shirley Wederell 712089
Conservative Association Barbara Tonkin 712770
Dumbeldore’s Army
(Church Youth Group) Rev.Richard Neill 713566
Football Club (Senior Section) Nick Beason 07951 154692
 (Junior Section) Earl Scriven 712248
Friends of St Mary’s David Hopkins 710149
Gardening Club Andrea West 712161
Golf Club Dan Eade 713649 
Green Group Steve Mewes 710530 
Guides Elaine Tilling 713650
IOW Society Ian Tomes 710390
IT for the Terrified Lynne Duckett  741751
Little Angels Toddler Group Elizabeth Coulter 712144
Masonic Hall - booking Pauline Smith 734601
Mendip NCT Sue Moreman 710278
Methodist Church William Hudson 712572
Neighbourhood Watch Roy Millward 712999 
Probus Club Ross Young 710255
Rainbows Gail Millard 713922 
Rose Croix Lodge David Pottow 712186
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Rotary Club Mike Gelder  710573
St Mary’s Church Rev Richard Neill 713566
St Mary’s Junior Church Sue Moreman 710278
Scouts Bill Belshaw 712438 
Somerset Singers Fran Schmolimann 852005
Somerset Wildlife Trust Lisa Whalley  01823 652438
Tealham & Tadham Farmers’
Association  Clive Bethell 01458 211034
Tennis Club Susan Cunningham 712691
The Turnip Prize Trevor Prideaux 710004
Theale Flower Show Carolyn Drew 712127
Theale Oil Group David Liske 713176
Theale Village Hall Jane Nisbet 710430
Theale Website Vanessa Becker-Hughes 712286
Theatre Club Jendy Weekes  01278 641370
Three Cs Oil Group Mary Chapman 712314 
Tots & Tinies Sarah Maddock 713578
Tuesday Club Sue Freeman 741861
Twinning Association Nicky Hann 07801 847064
Visiting Transport Service Barbara Moody 712975
Wedmore & Cheddar Beekeepers Assoc. Vanessa Becker-Hughes 712286
Wedmore & Blackford Toddler Group Abbe Smith 710471
Wedmore Farmers’ Preserving Club Mrs Z Isgar  712039
Wedmore First School
Academy & Nursery Jackie Hipwell 712643
Wedmore Harvest Home Gemma Willcox 712650
Wedmore in Bloom Barbara Horton 712402
Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan  Bob Sellwood  712041
Wedmore News Bill Sutton  710475
Wedmore Operatic Society Anne Richards 743953
Wedmore Opera-Goers Suzanne Metters 712515
Wedmore Parish Council Rod Pring 742732
Wedmore PFMC Ian Monson  01179 145259
Wedmore Real Ale Festival Trevor Prideaux 710004
Wedmore Village Agent  Lucille Simms  07746 340536
Wedmore Village Hall  Booking link via the IOW Website 
Women’s Institute Jill Cornelius 709842
Wells Cathedral Oratorio Society Dennis Johnson 712656
Young Farmers Ian Winter  077496 2164

Note: The Editor would be grateful if those persons listed in italics would confirm 
that they are still the extant contact for their respective organisations by email to; 
whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com 
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