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Editorial
Welcome to this, the October edition number 454. Despite entering the last quarter 
of the year with all of the main summer headline events now behind us, the pace of 
life here in Wedmore does not seem to slacken at all as the autumn programme kicks 
off with gusto.

So I hope you do find something to enjoy from within the array of forthcoming 
events, be it the Repair Café, Conker Competition, the renowned Turnip Prize or, 
International Penny Chuffin’. Not to mention the regular variety of functions, lunches, 
suppers and fund raising jamborees.

Again, my sincere thanks to everyone who made an input towards this edition, it 
has been a pleasure to put together. Happy reading.

Bill Sutton

Front Cover
This year’s Harvest Home King, Queen, Princess and Prince are pictured here. From 
left to right: King – Fynn Monson; Queen – Hermione Andrew; Princess – Phoebe 
Robinson; Prince – Noah burden. You will find more photos of the Harvest Home 
service and procession in this edition. Many thanks to Beth Skeen, Stuart Wilson and 
Liz Henderson for their contributions.
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News
Parish Council Business
The August meeting was held in Theale Village Hall and several items of business 
were transacted by the members. These included making a grant towards the Theale 
Flower Show, to provide some funding to carry out repairs and resurfacing at Blackford 
Village Hall car park, and to offer support to Wedmore Village Hall in their attempt 
to secure funding to provide tiered seating within the hall. Mr David Ewens attended 
the meeting to discuss the future of the 23 old metal “fingerposts” around the parish 
which had fallen into disrepair. He felt they were an important part of local heritage 
and needed preserving. Other parishes had trained volunteers to carry out renovation 
work and he wanted to set up a similar scheme within Wedmore. (See article by Mr 
Ewens in the Wedmore News). The members felt this was a matter worth supporting 
and wished Mr Ewens well with his efforts.

Members agreed to employ a local electrician to bring the Council Room electrics 
up to an approved standard. A recommendation to install a water stand-pipe at the 
bottom of the Wedmore cemetery was deferred to the next meeting.

One hundred not out!
No not Jos Buttler…but Mrs Gwen Hector who celebrated her centenary on 15 August. 
I was delighted to present Mrs Hector with a bouquet of flowers and a card on behalf of 
the Chairman and members of the Parish Council to mark this incredible achievement.

Rod Pring 
Wedmore Parish Council. Grant’s Lane Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
The timetable for the Route 67 bus will continue to be published inside the rear cover 
for the next few months.

Wedmore Repair Café
Broken electrical items will be 
fixed, wonky chair legs repaired 
and lots of other things given a 
new lease of life for free when 
Wedmore’s Repair Café returns 
on Saturday 14 October.

More and more people are 
taking advantage of Green 
Wedmore’s twice-yearly Repair 
Cafés at Wedmore Village Hall 
from 10am to 1pm.

Anybody may get help with 
broken or faulty items at the 

Dave Bodley shows how to fix a microwave at a previous Wedmore Repair Café

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Repair Café. It might be a small electrical item that wants fixing, a laptop with a software 
problem, a bike with brakes that need adjusting or a clothes hem that needs stitching.

Our experts will help you fix whatever you’ve brought along. There will be no 
charge but donations will be welcome, and cakes, teas and coffees will be available.

The Repair Café movement started in The Netherlands and now there are 
more than 1,300 worldwide. For more information, visit www.repaircafe.org or 
www.wedmoregreengroup.co.uk. You can also contact Wedmore Repair Café co-
organiser Anthony Lamb on saddlecrazy@googlemail.com or 01934 713748.

Rob Richley 
Green Wedmore

The Farming Community Network (FCN)
The FCN can be contacted on 03000 111 999. This helpline is open from 7am until 
11pm every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Street Fair Awards Record Cheque
It was philanthropy night last week in The George Inn, Wedmore when a record 
£3,200 was given out to four good causes in the village from this year’s Street Fair.

Steve Mewes from Green Wedmore said, ‘This is a huge boost to our group each year 
and well worth the effort. Not only that but a fabulous example of local groups working 
together to not only put on a fun village event but bring in some much needed funds.’

The money is raised from stall fees, local business sponsorship and raffle.

From left to right, Amelia Hendry, Wedmore First School Academy PTA; Helen Mewes. Green 
Wedmore; Gareth Gosling, Organiser; Anthony Lamb. Green Wedmore; Tom Wilcox, Wedmore 

Harvest Home and Andy Nash Wedmore Village Hall.

Mrs Gwen Hector
Mrs Gwen Hector wishes to say a heartfelt thank you to all of her relatives, neighbours 
and old friends who made her 100th Birthday such a great success. Gwen really 
appreciated the good wishes, cards, flowers and lovely presents she received and it 
was just wonderful to see so many at the open house party which combined with the 
glorious sunshine made for a joyous day.

http://www.repaircafe.org/
http://www.wedmoregreengroup.co.uk/
mailto:saddlecrazy@googlemail.com
tel:01934%20713748
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Gwen Hector with her great grandchildren

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
As explained in last month’s IOW News, we are in process of

• Working through what you told us in the questionnaire 
responses and considering where they can be translated 
into Neighbourhood Plan policies

• Visiting all the sites put forward, assessing them against a standard list of criteria 
and meeting certain landowners / promoters where we need further information.

Our aim is to report back to you in the Village Hall in late November / early 
December to seek your views on;

• Potential ideas for policies
• A short list of ‘front runner’ sites for allocation.

The community will be asked for their comments before we start to draw up the 
draft Neighbourhood Plan in 2018.

Bob Sellwood 
Chairman of the Neighbourhood  Plan Committee

Somerset Wetlands is Voted UK’s Best Environment Project by 
British Public
Comedian and nature enthusiast Bill Bailey paid a 
visit with a difference to Avalon Marshes Somerset 
today, when he presented the project with an iconic 
National Lottery Award.

Avalon Marshes Somerset, which conserves the unique landscape, heritage and 
wildlife of the local wetland area, was voted the Best Environment Project in the 
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National Lottery Awards; the annual search for the UK’s favourite Lottery-funded 
projects.

Local man Bill Bailey returned to his home county to deliver the good news: ‘I’m 
from Somerset, so preserving the local landscape is important to me. The project 
does an incredible job of keeping this historic wetland in tip-top shape. Stunning 
landscapes like Avalon create an escape from the hustle and bustle of daily life and 
provide an unparalleled access to wildlife for nature lovers like me’.

The Avalon Marshes Somerset project is a much deserved winner of this National 
Lottery Award - National Lottery players should be very proud to have helped fund 
this wonderful conservation project.’

A v a l o n 
M a r s h e s 
Somerset beat off 
competition from 
a record breaking 
1,300 entries to win 
a public vote. The 
project will receive 
a £5,000 cash prize, 
an iconic National 
Lottery Awards 
trophy and make 
an appearance 
on “The National 
Lottery Awards”, 
a BBC One show 
b r o a d c a s t  o n 
September 27.

 The conservation of the Avalon Marshes has taken place over four years, with sixty 
projects helping to preserve meadows, woods, reed-beds and lakes, plus the mystical 
Isle of Avalon - home to Glastonbury Tor. The wetlands are home to wildlife like 
marsh harriers, bitterns and otters, while the area has 10,000 years of human history, 
giving a rich archaeological heritage.

Over 5,600 people voted for Avalon Marshes to win Best Environment project.
Since the 1930s the UK has lost 97% of its wildflower meadows, and with them our 
critical pollinators such as bees and butterflies. To help reverse this decline, and to 
support the creation of a beautiful expanse of meadow to support Somerset’s bees and 
butterflies, Somerset Wildlife Trust has created the Perrymead Wildflower Project, 
which aims to harvest seed from flower rich areas and sow it on species poor areas 
to create enriched habitats to support more pollinators.

To help fund this work the Trust recently completed a crowdfunding campaign 
intending to raise £5,000 by 31 August, hoping that people across the county who 
care about our bees and pollinators would donate to the fund. The Trust is delighted 
to report that this target was exceeded and an amazing £5,630 raised! A huge thank 
you to everyone who contributed towards this total.

Somerset Wildlife Trust Crowdfunding Campaign 
To Create A Buzz Around Bees Raises £5,630
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Theale Flower Show 2017
Weyhey, told you, told you. It wouldn’t happen again!! Theale 
Flower Show is back on track for at least another 28 years of dry 
show days and Saturday the sun really shone. OK, it got cooler 
into the evening but it was September.

Ellie, Olly and Maddy our Flower Queen, Prince and Princess 
all travelled in an open top car in order to cut the Show Tent 
opening ribbon without the presence of umbrellas (c.f.last year).

The Axe Valley Vets were not available to put on their usual, 
very popular, Companion Dog Show although did show up to lend their support to 
Nicola Trevett and Oliver Patton who filled in for them this year.

There were even more entries than last year to the Show classes (677) and between 
250 and 300 adults paid to come in with heaven knows how many (free) under 16s.
Thank you all so much! We also thank Christchurch for opening its doors to house 
the floral and plant entries and once again providing the venue for a demonstration 
of floral artistry by Jean Tincknell.

Over 50 cream teas and more than 100 teas and cakes were sold in Theale Village 
Hall and that was after serving 63 very delicious lunches (generously supported by 
Hectors Farm Shop and Roger Wilkins Cider). Lesley and David Luke orchestrated 
all of this with the willing help of a team of local volunteers they put together.

There was a slight change to the tenting arrangements this year with all the arts, crafts, 
vegetables and fruits in a single larger tent. This reduced the need for spectators to criss-
cross the road quite so much, although the traffic wardens were still there as required.

The Barnacle Buoys sang nautical ballads during the afternoon and in the early 
evening Sam Craine and Hayley Chidzy from Cheddar sang more contemporary 
music, very beautifully, for us whilst Karen and Colin Fox slaved over a hot barbecue.

Among the many un-sung heroes of Theale Flower Show I must mention the 
brilliant local businesses who generously sponsored so many classes once again this 
year. And then there are the local ladies and gents who turn out to move kit from A to 
B, paper tables, erect the bar, sort entries, bake cakes, decorate the Hall, make salads 
and generally organise stuff so the Show can go ahead. Only to come back next day 
to take it all down and put it away in a kindly neighbour’s barn until the next time!

Most of all, thank you to everyone who entered a class or two and bothered to 
come to our Show. You make it worth the effort. Here’s to the next 28 years of dry, 
Flower Show days.

Nick Avery

Shoeboxes!
Just an advance reminder that Bagley Baptist Church 
will again acting as a local drop-off point for Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes, from 1-17 November. More 
information about opening times will be in next month’s 
Wedmore News, but meanwhile, now would be a great 
time to start looking out for suitable items for your boxes. There’s lots of helpful ideas 
here: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/
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how-to-pack-a-shoebox/ Many thanks in advance to those who pack boxes every year, 
the children & we appreciate you!

Bagley Baptist Church (01934) 710779, Sharon Rabbitts (01934) 713267 or Julie 
Harding (01934) 713078.

The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser known Turner Prize. 
We will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Wednesday 1 
November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible to create.

To enter contact:
Trevor on 710004 or 07812848011 or The New Inn, Wedmore. BS28 4DU

Alternatively leave your entry at The New Inn, Combe Batch, Wedmore, Somerset. 
BS28 4DU.

Please include your name or pseudonym and contact phone number.Closing date 
for entries will be Monday 21 November.Preliminary judging will take place on Tuesday 
22 November. Final judging will take place at The New Inn, Wedmore, Somerset. 
BS28 4DU on Tuesday 5 December at 6.30pm

For more info visit The New Inn, Wedmore, our facebook page or turnipprizebook 
on twitter.

Do You, Do You, Do You Want to Dance? Maturity Gang, Wedmore 
Dance – Every Thursday
We are a mixed group who meet at Wedmore Village Hall on Thursday from 10.30 
am to 12.00 noon to gyrate, skip, stomp, twirl and bend, doing what is called dancing 
and having fun to great music. It is £5.00 per session and no special shoes or clothes 
are required. All the exercises and routines are choreographed by Viv, our lively 
dance tutor.

What’s in a name? - Wedmore over 5’s Dance Group, Sugar Water Curls, Maturity 
Gang. Some of us have been dancing of sorts with this group for 10 years and to 
celebrate we have decided to change our name to Maturity Gang.

This term we hope to continue learning various dances from around the world, 
including Salsa and Street Dance. You may have seen us at Wedmore Street Fair 
performing a gentle Chinese Dance. Last term we also learnt routines from musicals 
such as ‘Singing in the Rain’ and ‘Grease’.

Do come and join us. For more details contact Pat Taylor on 713430 or Chris 
Wilkins on 712522.

Wedmore Opera Goers
If you enjoy opera, ballet and theatre why not put your name on the Wedmore opera 
goers list?

Our plans for the coming year are to visit Stratford to see ‘Twelfth Night’ for 
the matinee on Thursday 9 November, coach leaving Wedmore at 9.30 am for the 
performance at 1 pm and returning to Wedmore by about 6.30 pm.

In February we plan to see Tosca by the WNO in Cardiff and in April to see 
Matthew Bourne’s ‘Cinderella’ in Cardiff.

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/
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For more details please contact Jan Young on 712055 or Suzanne Metters on 
712515 or email suzannemetters@hotmail.com

September Director’s Blog – ‘The Panto That Goes Wrong’
People keep asking me ‘why is it called ‘The Panto That Goes 
Wrong’?’ and I always answer ‘because things keep going wrong in 
it”. When they ask ‘what sort of things?” it’s tempting just to reply: 
‘it’s a surprise – buy a ticket and find out!”. After all, the essence of a 
good gag is the surprise element. If people come to the performances 
in November already knowing exactly what things go wrong, they 
will enjoy fewer laughs than if they come along not quite knowing what to expect.

Some people ask ‘Is it like ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’?’ which was the hit comedy 
of the West End last year. I answer: ‘It’s like it, in that things go wrong. But it’s also 
not like it, in that the gags are all different’.

So, if people continue to wonder what they will see going wrong during the 
performances, they need only consider all the component elements of a theatrical 
production, which are legion! So, what happens if the set falls down? The lights 
break? The sound goes off? Actors forget their lines? Or fail to turn up at all? The 
possibilities are endless. And, no, we shall not be going down the old Brian Rix route 
of dropping trousers. And, yes, we are defying the W.C Fields exhortation, and we’ll 
be performing with animals and children.

One of the genuinely surprising things about all these shenanigans is the (with 
hindsight) obvious point that it’s much harder to make something elaborate go wrong 
to order than it is just to keep your head down, learn your lines and not walk into the 
furniture! To make it ‘go wrong’, it has to be absolutely right! Every disaster has to 
be meticulously designed and then rehearsed to within an inch of its life. If you don’t 
believe me, take a look at Buster Keaton’s famous gag where the whole front of a 
building falls onto his head, only to leave him unscathed because he happened to be 
standing just where the open window fell…

That said, we are finding that we have – literally – to break an awful lot of eggs 
in rehearsal in order to make this particular omelette. On the subject of breaking 
stuff, we have one incident that requires a laptop (or computer keyboard) to be 
totally destroyed on stage every night. We know that a lot of these get thrown away, 
but we cannot retrieve them from the recycling centre, as they won’t let them go! So, 
if you have a dead laptop or keyboard lying around at home, and would like to see 
it destroyed on stage in the pursuit of artistic excellence, then please call 713125 or 
e-mail sue@holdenhurst.co.uk. We’ll collect!
Finally, some good news. The Wedmore Theatre committee has agreed to issue 
numbered tickets for this show. This is especially useful for people bringing children, 
as they can reserve seats in the front rows for the little people. Performances are on 
Thursday 30 November, Friday 1 December and Saturday 2 December, all at 7.30 
pm, plus a matinee on the Saturday at 2.30 pm. Tickets available later in October, 
from Wedmore Village Store; from Jendy Weekes on 01278 641370 or online at 
www.wedmoretheatre.com

Sue Rippon

mailto:suzannemetters@hotmail.com
mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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The Wedmore Harvest Home
Beth Skeen, Stuart Wilson and the Wedmore News Editors took photos of the Harvest 
Home service and procession. A lot of work must have gone into the beautiful and 
elaborate costumes and floats. Congratulations to all winners and participants. We 
were lucky that the rain held off for the procession! As usual, everything at the Harvest 
Home lunch seemed to be totally under control and extremely well organised and, 
from various reports, all the other events were as well. Thanks and congratulations 
to all involved in the organisation of a very enjoyable Harvest Home.
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PilogaFit – Every Wednesday
PilogaFit new weekly exercise class running in the Wedmore Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30 to 11.30am, from 6 September 2017. Suitable for any age or ability. 
All welcome from beginners up. Pay as you go. No need to book. Just £5 per session 
attended. Have fun - keep fit

For more information www.pilogafit.co.uk Contact John Beasley 01749 672482.

Theale Panto Again?
After Christmas, in February, we are coming up to the next Theale 
village panto.

Theale Panto and our other shows have, for over twenty 
years, brought a bit of fun to the village and its hamlets, bringing 
audiences and players together, young and old, at a time when 
village community life is on the retreat.

However, time brings its usual changes and challenges and we are pushing our 
luck when Wishy Washy turns out to be older than her mum!

Theale Players would welcome younger members - and very welcome they would 
be - to take up the baton and help keep alive social activity in the village.

Without the support of younger members of the village we won’t continue. This 
February we hope to return to Sherwood Forest to find Robin Hood and his (or 
indeed her) cohorts and to encounter the usual pantomime characters, romance and 
nonsense. The scenario is done (after a fashion), the script remains to be built around 

http://www.pilogafit.co.uk/
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cast members and what they can actually remember (or how good they are at hiding 
bits of script in and around their costume)! We try to keep rehearsals to a manageable 
scale - a few Sunday afternoons and sometimes during the week.

Performances will probably be on 8, 9, 10 February 2018 to avoid half term which 
means two get-togethers / rehearsals before Christmas on 10 and17 December, as 
well as in January.

This is a chance to have a bit of fun, to sing, dance, dress up and sort of 
act. Interested and / or mad enough? Please contact Bernard Coulter asap 
bernard.coulter@gmail.com on 712144.

Children’s Society Annual Box Opening – Saturday 7 October
The Annual Box Opening for the Children’s Society will take 
place in St Mary’s Church on Saturday 7 October, starting at 
9.30 am until 12 noon.

This year the collection boxes will be opened two months 
earlier than the normal December date, to take account of the 
deadline for using the old £1 coins and the imminent closure of the Cheddar branch 
of NatWest on Wednesday 11 October, after which I will have to take any monies to 
Wells or Weston.

You can bring the boxes to Combe Cottage, Combe Batch before 6 October. 
Empty boxes will then be available for collection on the 7 October, which coincides 
with the monthly Fairtrade Coffee Morning in St. Mary’s. You can, of course, still 
bring your box to the church on 7 October and enjoy a coffee and cake whilst your 
collection is being counted.

If, in future, you would prefer to make a contribution by Direct Debit rather than 
have a box, please let me know so that I can arrange this.

Susanne Burton 
Local Secretary, The Children’s Society

Weston Hospice Charity Shop
Please come and visit the new Weston Hospice Charity Shop in Unit 3 Borough 
Mews.

A Day in the Life
Wedmore News Would Like to Hear from You
Are you involved in running a local organisation in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you 
like to share some of the things that you do and raise awareness of your organisation 
by sharing your ‘Day in the Life’? Please contact the editor Bill Sutton email 
editorwedmorenews@gmail.com, and share your day.

Bill Sutton

mailto:bernard.coulter@gmail.com
mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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Focus on Businesses
The Country House Gift Company
A couple of weeks ago, I visited Elaine Coles at the shop that she has just opened in 
the Borough Mall in Wedmore. Her story is of a person with a sense of adventure 
who, with the help of family and friends, has been able to overcome adversity and 
create new opportunities.

Elaine grew up in the area. 
Since an early age she wanted to 
be a hairdresser, but two years into 
her apprenticeship she left, as she 
was no longer sure that it was quite 
what she wanted to do. However, 
an opportunity arose in Bridgwater 
to join a hairdresser who worked at 
national and international shows, 
enabling Elaine to fulfil her early 
ambition while satisfying her 
wish for adventure. She started 
again and did a further three-year 
apprenticeship. Later on she took 
a short break before becoming a 
lifeguard and then returning to 
hairdressing in Taunton. At age 
25 she opened her own salon and 
grew the business over several 

years. During this period she also decided to study for an Open University degree 
in psychology.

Owing to a shoulder problem Elaine sold the salon and went into property 
development, where she enjoyed turning tired properties into superb homes which 
she rented out. One morning, about seven years ago, she didn’t feel well and by the 
next morning she couldn’t move and was in agony. After a few weeks of bed rest with 
no improvement she had an MRI scan that showed that she had two prolapsed discs. 
After various treatments, which didn’t work, she had an operation to shave off some 
of the discs but when she came round she was temporarily paralysed. For someone 
who had been very active, regularly practising sports, this was hard to take.

While she was lying in bed after the operation Elaine realised that she needed 
a positive plan – something to take her mind off her health problems. She looked 
out at the garden and decided that she would create a beautiful garden that could 
be opened to the public as part of the National Gardens Scheme. She had always 
enjoyed designing, but was not very good at gardening, so employed a gardener to 
execute her ideas. Opening the garden to the public was the first step back into the 
active business world as she started to sell a few gifts to visitors from her dining room. 
After a while she was able to move and walk again thanks to a spinal cord stimulator. 
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With the help of her niece and her brother she then took a stand at a local farmers’ 
market to sell more gifts. She could hardly stand up owing to her constant back pain, 
but loved selling the gifts and it made her feel better.

In 2012 Elaine opened the Country House Gift Company in Winscombe. When 
I asked her how she chose what she was going to sell, she said that she bought items 
that she liked. As the shop flourished (winning an award for the Best Newcomer 
Gift Shop in the South) she broadened the range of gifts and ideas by giving each 
team member a budget to purchase the gifts they liked. Branching out further, she 
introduced a range of greetings cards featuring illustrations or photos by local artists 
and photographers. These were shown at a trade exhibition in Exeter and are now 
available for other retailers to sell. Her latest venture is the new shop in the Borough 
Mall. She took advantage of the Street Fair to set up a stand outside her shop and 
introduce herself to local people. She is excited to be part of a thriving community and 
is pleased that the other shopkeepers and business people have been very welcoming.

Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill,
Via possibly a ‘Reader’s Letter’, Joyce and I would like to express our appreciation 
and gratitude to the anonymous person who sets the monthly crossword.

It is truly excellent, and ‘stretches’ us just enough so that a fair amount of thought 
and discussion has to go into solving the clues.
Great! 
Kindest regards, Trev

J.P.Trevor Hunt, 
Northload Farm, Theale,

Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore Twinning Association
We were visited this year by our friends from St Medard de Guizieres. This year marks 
the 43rd anniversary of the signing of the charter between our two communities

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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The party visiting numbered 29 adults and 20 children - and as a group we numbered 
nearly 100 when everyone was there!

I think it’s fair to say that by general agreement we enjoyed a convivial visit that 
will see continuation next year when we descend on St Medard.

Enjoyed this year were a visit to Jim Baker to learn all about sausage making, a 
trip to the refurbished (and impressive) Rural Life Museum at Glastonbury, a BBQ 
- including vocal entertainment by Paul Dockerty and a bouncy castle!…a day out in 
Bristol and of course a day at the Harvest Home - which as a community event is 
adored by our friends….and to round it all off properly a day at the seaside (in the 
Village Hall) with fish and chips for everyone followed by a 99 flake ice cream closely 
followed by enthusiastic engagement with the Karaoke machine!

On a serious note can I say that 
the underlying reasons for twinning 
exchanges are perhaps more present 
with us than ever before. We had lots 
of time to discuss with each other 
what has been ‘going on’ and how 
we were reacting to events as well 
as finding out how other members 
of the families were…and all those 
other discussions between friends. 
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The two communities have kept the link going now for 43 years and we are close 
enough now to be wondering how we shall mark the 50th anniversary. So if you are 
at all interested in participating please do get in touch. As a group our age range goes 
from 7 to 70, there is always something for everybody and we are always pleased to 
welcome new members.

Cameron Swales 
Chairman, Wedmore Twinning Association

Wedmore Gardening Club
On Tuesday 24th October, we will be welcoming Neil Lovesey 
of Picket Nursery to our Gardening Club meeting.  Neil will be 
speaking on ‘Wildlife in the Garden’, a subject close to our hearts 
as we all do our best to protect wildlife in all its forms.  Neil who 
is a very good speaker  on various subjects,  has been to Wedmore 
before so we’re all looking forward to his visit.  Our meetings start at 
7.30pm  in the Masonic Hall.  Members and guests are, as usual, always welcome.  On 
28th November Tara from Trug will be giving a festive wreath-making demonstration.

Jean Windridge

Wedmore in Bloom
Here we are at the end of the summer planting season. Very soon 
the bedding plants will be taken out and replaced with polyanthus 
and bulbs – tulips or daffodils depending on the location, ready for a 
spring display.

We’ll be taking out the red geraniums in the churchyard as well as 
the tall purple Verbena Bonariensis. If anyone wants any of these plants, please contact 
a member of the committee and we’ll sell them for a small charge. The geraniums 
can be overwintered indoors or in a greenhouse. The Verbena can be planted and 
will pop up again next year.

Andrea West

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Peggy Webb was the lucky winner of the September Draw, receiving £20, for her No. 
85, and Jean and Alan Windridge won 2nd prize of £10 holding No.14. Congratulations.

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2017
The 100 Club Lottery was drawn at the luncheon this month. Winning £100 was Merv 
Puddy and winning £50 was Valda Lewis. Congratulations guys! Winner of the square 
game and £25 is Kerry Willcox. Congratulations to you!

Isle of Wedmore Society
The next monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm on Thursday 
26 October. The speaker will be Roger Flower. Roger is a volunteer and organiser 
of BARB (the Burnham Area Rescue Boat) which is a specially designed hovercraft. 
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His talk will be entitled ‘Burnham Search and Rescue Hovercraft.’ Members free. 
Visitors £3, with free tea / coffee and biscuits after the talk. Contact: Ian Tomes, 710390

Wine and Pudding Evening

The Wedmore Branch of the ‘Friends of Weston Hospice’ held their Wine and Pudding 
Evening on Saturday 2 September which was a huge success raising an amazing £900 
for the Weston Hospice. The evening was blessed with dry warm weather which allowed 
people to sit outside as well as indoors. All enjoyed a wide variety of puddings and a 
chance to try some indoor bowling for those who could still move after the puddings. 
Most of the puddings were either donated by local businesses or made by supporters 
to give it a homely atmosphere and the wine helped!. Needless to say everyone enjoyed 
a great social evening at a wonderful venue.
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The Friends wish to thank all who came to support the event and the team 
of unsung helpers. We would also like to thank the following local business who 
provided prizes and / or puddings: The Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club for the use 
of the Club premises, Wedmore Village Store, Nanny Ida’s, Essence Hairdressing, 
Gina Pike (Nails) The Swan Hotel, Brent House Carvery, Hector’s Farm Shop, JTS 
Sundries & Snacks Ltd – Catering Suppliers, Cheddar and Bouquet Florist – Cheddar.

Cheddar Valley U3A
Thursday 5 October our monthly talk is titled ‘Burnham and its Railway Then and 
Now’ by John Strickland, Chairman of the North Sedgemoor Local History Group. 
The first passenger train came to Burnham on 3 May 1858.

The coming of the railway was a catalyst not only for growth of the town but also 
to provide a means of transport for many of the industries along the line.

The local paper records that for the Whitsunday Bank Holiday period of 1936 so 
many people wanted to come to Burnham that 15 trains an hour were needed!

This talk includes now and then images of locations and industries along the line.
Cheddar Village Hall tea / coffee from 2 pm for a 2.30 pm start, visitors welcome. 

Thursday 19 October, Meet & Greet Coffee Morning 10.30 am to 12 noon at Cheddar Village
Retired or semi-retired? You can always come and see us upstairs in Cheddar 

Library on Monday mornings from 10.30 - 12 noon. More details on line, search for 
Cheddar U3A or ring 744241.

Geoff Farnie 
Chairman Cheddar Valley U3A

Cheddar Vale Lions Club – Pig Racing
After a slow start the Pig Racing reached an exciting finale at 
Wedmore Harvest Home on Friday 18 August, with the winner of 
the final race claiming the £50 prize. The special prize was thanks to 
sponsorship by Mark Walton, landlord of the Queen Victoria Inn, 



20 October 2017

Priddy, and certainly added extra interest and fun to the races! Many thanks to Mark 
for his ongoing support of Cheddar Vale Lions Club.

We all had a surprise when this local 
cat jumped up twice on the pig racing 
game and decided to investigate what 
was happening. He was very puzzled 
by the pink fluffy pigs honking along 
the track but he must have liked them 
when he settled down on one of the 
lanes for a sleep.

I.T. for the Terrified
For all your computer training needs. A skill-sharing, informal, 
community project. Run by a committee – staffed by volunteers.

I.T. for the Terrified at Cheddar Village Hall for our computer 
training sessions, with an ethos of friendly, informal, relaxed and 
individual help to use your computer, tablet or smartphone. We can 
cover most topics on most devices. If you need the use of one of our machines, please 
let us know as this can be arranged.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different trainers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, and need to work round when the hall is 
available, but we will arrange an appointment to suit both parties as quickly as we can.

Appointments are essential and cost £20 for a two-hour session.
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified:
01934 741751 (usually goes to answer phone)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, 
Somerset, BS27 3RF

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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Walk Programme – West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 5 October*
Moderate circular walk 9.5miles from Clatworthy Reservoir. 
OS Map ExOL9 ST043312. Start 10.00 am. Park in car park. 
Contact Tony Strange Tel: 01934733783/07415517355 or 
anthonyestrange@gmail.com
*Please note strictly no dogs as Wessex Water will not allow them anywhere on site.

Thursday 12 October
Moderate circular walk 6.5miles from Mells. OS Map Ex142 ST726491. Start 1.30 
pm.Park on roadside near Talbot Inn. Contact Hilary Stirling Tel: 07709 024033 or 
peter.stirling@me.com

Thursday 19 October
No walk

Thursday 26 October
Leisurely circular walk 6miles from The Bell Inn, Buckland Dinham. OS Map Ex142 
ST752511. Start 1.30pm. Park on roadside near Inn. Contact Ken Masters Tel: 01749 
670349/07784 941439 or kenmasters265@gmail.com

Tony Strange

Weather Report for August 2017
RAINFALL Monthly total 49.0mm (1.93ins)
 30-year average 74.4mm (2.93ins)
 Wettest day (20th) 6.8mm (0.27ins)
 No of dry days 15
 Last 3 months (Jun - Aug) 199mm (7.83ins)
 *Year ending 31 Aug 17 719mm (28.3ins)
 30-year annual average 796mm (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES Maximum (27th) 25.0 °C (77.0 °F)

 Minimum (13th) 6.5 °C (43.7 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 20.7 °C (69.3 °F)
 30-year average maximum 21.9 °C (71.4 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 10.7 °C (51.3 °F)
 30-year average minimum 12.0 °C (53.6 °F)

COMMENTS
Much drier than usual; rainfall one third less than average. Cooler than normal, 
warmest days during last week.

Denley Brown

mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
mailto:peter.stirling@me.com
mailto:kenmasters265@gmail.com
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Vera’s Verse for October
Try the Internet

Well I’m cold and troubled, I tell the horse
I know he understands.

He looks at me with his wise eyes
And puts his warm head in my hands.

I gave my hand a nasty bang today
When you live alone there’s no sympathetic man.

Maybe a grandchild will visit and say,
‘I’ll kiss it better Nan.’

When old friends and loved ones have to leave you behind
To soldier on alone

There’s no one to tell your troubles to
And few people who know you to phone.

Maybe I should move into the modern world
And forget all the old friends it was good to know

And tell ‘stuff’ to people on the Internet
That I don’t know!

Vera Banwell

Forthcoming Events
Green Wedmore – Monday 2 October
At The George at 8.00pm.

PilogaFit – Wednesday 4, 11, 18, 25 October
Wedmore Village Hall, 10.30 to 11.30 am.

Maturity Gang, Wedmore Dance – Thursday 5,12,1,9,26 October
Wedmore Village Hall, 10.30 am to 12 noon.

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club, Bridge Section – from 5 October
Our Winter Season opens on Thursday 5 October at 2.00pm for approx. 26 weeks

This friendly club plays duplicate bridge with 18 to 24 boards. Last winter we 
averaged 7.5 tables but would welcome some new members who currently enjoy social 
bridge and would like to play once a week regularly in the winter.

If you require a partner or further details please contact Brian Moreton tel:713854 
or email brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com

mailto:brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com
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Parapets, Pasties & Promises! – Friday 6 October
At the Village Hall, gather at 7pm. Auction starts at 7.30pm.

The Friends of St.Mary’s and St. Mary’s Congregation combine on Friday 6 October 
to bring you another ‘Auction of Promises.’ Two years back we raised an enormous 
amount of money and had a lot of fun.

You know how it works: People (you!) offer to bake a cake a month for six 
months, provide half a day gardening, a day on your boat, a weekend in your holiday 
house, an outing with afternoon tea on your tandem bikes, a sunrise tour of the bird 
sanctuaries guided by an expert, three hours DIY, clock maintenance, your band to 
play at someone’s party, etc. Then people (you!) come along and bid for them!

Just £7.50 for entry and a catalogue - to include pasties and as much as you can 
drink. Put Friday 6 October in your diaries and start to think what you can ‘promise’

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 7 October
Meet outside the George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 7 October
At the Borough Yard. There will be a range of produce - vegetables, 
cheese, bread, honey, etc, and it is also intended to have some craft stalls. Any potential 
stallholders wishing to participate are cordially invited to contact Mrs Judith Gould 
on 743432.

Children’s Society Annual Box Opening – Saturday 7 October
This year the Annual Children’s Society Collection Box-opening 
will take place in St. Mary’s Church on Saturday 7 October from 
9.30am – 12 noon.

Somerset Arts Week – 23 September to 8 October
Venue 41, Art at Hide on the Hill, Snake Lane Panborough.

Hide on The Hill hosts a group of seven artists from Somerset with views of acres 
of sky above the moors where you can sit with refreshments and chat to the artists.

Paintings by Wendy Lovegrove, Pip Wilson and Tom Sleight; sculpture by Lorna 
Brown; willow sculpture by Angela Morley; textiles by Janine Barchard and local 
photographs by James Cawte.

The venue is open every day from 11am-6pm and is accessed from the west field 
over a stile, but there is limited disabled parking at the house itself. Please avoid 
following the last instruction on your satnav and follow the signs.

W: www.hideonthehill.co.uk E:shaun.thorogood@gmail.com T: 07824845186

Curry and Quiz Night – Friday 13 October
Wedmore First School Academy PTA 
would like to invite you to a ‘Curry and 
Quiz Night’ on Friday 13 October at the 
Wedmore Village Hall, commencing at 
7.30pm.

6 people per team, Bar available £12.50pp. This event is kindly sponsored by 
Table 8 who is catering for the event. Tickets are available from the school office (or 

http://www.hideonthehill.co.uk/
mailto:E%3Ashaun.thorogood@gmail.com


24 October 2017

please contact Gemma on 07834856145). All funds raised go towards enhancing the 
educational opportunities and facilities for the children at Wedmore First School 
Academy.

Wedmore Repair Café – Saturday 14 October
Green Wedmore’s twice-yearly Repair Café at the Wedmore Village Hall 10am to 1pm.

Club 50 – Programme for 2017
Date Event Venue / Destination
18 Oct Tour Dunster, Lynton, Lynmouth and Simonsbath
15 Nov Meeting Masonic Hall - Speaker tbd
20 Dec Christmas Lunch Masonic Hall

Pauline Lund 732517

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 19 October
October is Wedmore WI’s birthday month, so on Thursday 19 October 
we will meet in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm. Our speaker is the hilarious 
Susan Marshfield. This is a last chance to enjoy her special brand of 
humour before she retires. ‘Personal Peeps from my Past’ will be as 
entertaining as her other talks. Come and join in our birthday celebration, 
visitors and guests are always welcome. The competition is a natural 
wood or stone sculpture.

International Conker Competition – Friday 20 October
The New Inn, Wedmore at 8 pm. Entrance fee £3.00. Cash prizes. All conkers will be 
provided. Strictly no protective clothing! For info call 712099

The Moscow Drug Club – Friday 20 October
After several sell-out runs in Somerset in conjunction with Take Art some years ago, 
Wedmore Theatre have invited Moscow Drug Club back to blow moody musical mist 
down the dark alleys of our imaginations at the Wedmore Village Hall

If you are still uninitiated, welcome to the hippest joint in town, a curious musical 
place where certain elements of 1930s Berlin Cabaret, Hot Club de France, Nuevo 
Tango and Gypsy Campfire meet. Have a few drinks and stagger arm in arm into 
the darkness of some eastern European cobbled street, on a mission to find the 
bar where Django Reinhardt and Tom Waits are having an after-hours jam with the 
local Tziganes. Combining their original material with songs by the likes of Jacques 
Brel, Leonard Cohen, Tom Waits and Bertolt Brecht, Moscow Drug Club provide an 
intoxicating and intimate musical experience.

The doors will open at 7.00 pm with the performance beginning at 7.30 pm. There 
will be a bar available.

Tickets priced at £12.00 and £6.00 (U16) are on sale from Jendy Weekes on 01278 
641370, www.wedmoretheatre.com and from 1 October at the Wedmore Village Store

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Fun Quiz - Wedmore Methodist Church – Friday 20 October
Our Annual Quiz Evening will be taking place on Friday 20 
October in the Sunday Schoolroom of Wedmore Methodist 
Church 7.00pm for a prompt 7.30 pm start. Entry £6.00 per 
person which will include refreshments part way through the 
quiz. This evening will be nothing too serious, just come along 
and enjoy the event. Teams to consist of between four and six 
persons, or just come along as individuals and join another team. If you wish you can 
book by telephoning Gwen Fisher on 712629 or Angeline Duckett on 01934 712631. 
Everyone welcome. We look forward to seeing you.

Wedmore in Bloom Apple Day – Saturday 21 October
From 11 am to 3 pm at the Scout Hut, Combe Lane, Wedmore. Entrance £2.50. £1 
Children. This includes refreshments and a raffle ticket.

Parking is limited at the Scout Hut so, if possible, please walk from the village. The 
Scout Hut is on the Wedmore – Wells Road just past the Combe Batch bungalows 
road. It’s a bumpy track down to the left – we’ll signpost it well so you won’t miss it.
Final arrangements are on track for our second Apple Day following our successful 
event last year. We are anticipating having stalls, apple pressing (please bring your 
apples and bottles to have your apples pressed), children’s entertainment and games, 
hotdogs and burgers and toffee apples. Refreshments to include tea/coffee and cake 
inside the scout hut. Demonstrations of apple tree pruning will take place at 12 noon 
and 2pm.

If you have surplus apples from your trees we’d be glad to have them, please pass 
them to a committee member. Remember to make a note of this event in your diary 
and have an enjoyable day out to celebrate the apple harvest.

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 24th October
Neil Lovesey will be speaking on ‘Wildlife in the Garden’ on Tuesday 24th October 
at 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall .

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 26 October
The next monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm. The speaker 
will be Roger Flower. Roger is a Volunteer and Organiser of BARB (the Burnham 
Area Rescue Boat) and which is a specially designed hovercraft. His talk will be 
entitled ‘Burnham Search and Rescue Hovercraft.’ Members free. Visitors £3, with 
free tea / coffee and biscuits after the talk. Contact: Ian Tomes, 710390

The 2017 Turnip Prize – Timetable
Wednesday 1 November - commence accepting entries.
Monday 21 November - closing date for entries.
Tuesday 22 November - preliminary judging.
Tuesday 5 December - final judging at The New Inn, 6.30pm.

Please find full details on page 15.
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Wedmore Arts Festival Safari Super – Friday 3 November
In aid of the proposed raked seating in the Village Hall. Starts at Beggars Roost with 
drinks and canapés, followed by a delicious supper at various exotic locations around 
the Saxon Square!

Tickets £25 each [to include supper and wine] from Suzanne Metters 712515

St Mary’s Church Wedmore Annual Charities’ Fair – Saturday 4 
November
Once again St Mary’s PCC is opening the church to various charities to give them an 
opportunity to sell their Christmas cards, calendars and gifts. This year the Fair will 
be on Saturday morning November 4 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. This is the 17th Fair 
and over the years it has raised thousands of pounds for a wide range of charitable 
causes. At the time of going to press, there are only a few stalls still available. If you 
wish to have a stall, (registered charities only), please telephone me on 712092.

Fairtrade Coffee and Cakes will be available to refresh you in between making 
your purchases. This is always a very happy occasion, so do come along and support 
your favourite charities.

Sue Burton 
Co-ordinator

International Penny Chuffin’ Competition – Friday 10 November
The International Penny Chuffin’ Competition will take place in The New Inn, 
Wedmore on Friday 10 November at 8pm. Entrance fee 50p per go! All money will 
be donated to Children in Need

Kindred Charity Concert – Saturday 18 November
In Wedmore Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm. All proceeds from the evening will go 
to BIBIC, a fantastic local charity providing therapy that helps children and their 
families overcome difficulties they experience with conditions such as autism, sensory 
processing, Down’s syndrome, cerebral palsy, dyslexia and more. The evening will 
coincide with the launch of Kindred’s first studio album called ‘Our Tomorrow’ with 
all tracks having been written by the group. Kindred will donate 20% of all sales of 
the album to BIBIC. Tickets for the concert are £3 and available from Ian Scott on 
710683 or email iandscott@icloud.com.

Theale Flower Show Harvest Supper – Saturday 18 November
There will be a 3-course supper plus a glass of wine and we have 
been fortunate enough to persuade Trevor Prideaux to be the after 
dinner speaker!

Tickets will be £15 and to book please contact Lesley Luke 
on 713176/ lesleyluke@live.co.uk or Cathy Butterworth 712775/ 
cb@theconsultant.org

We will try to meet any special dietary requirements so please 
let us know when booking your ticket.

mailto:iandscott@icloud.com
mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org
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The Crossword: Number 6
By greendandelion

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
The Arts Society – Sedgemoor (formerly the North Somerset 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society) – Wednesday 4 October
Mary Rivett-Carnac ‘Art UK, uncovering the nation’s oil painting collections’. The 
Public Catalogue Foundation was set up in 2003 to catalogue every oil painting in 

pdfcrowd.com
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ACROSS:

1. Elect Mr. Patel in a reformed assembly (10)
6. Father’s small permit (4)
9. I left the priest to found an important church (7)
10. Renault chose not to take sides (7)
12. State, thought out badly (3,10)
14. Centaur or jockey (8)
15. Men of his calibre were asked to make the tea (6)
17. Transmogrify Greek letter at the gallery (6)
19. Dorian kept his in the attic (8)
21. Long sentence precedes promise for financial 
assessment (4,9)
24. On a ship is this man’s wealth (7)
25. Desire concealed a bash but didn’t come completely 
clean (7)
26. Nasty eye infection (4)
27. Leigh trophy lacks time to rewrite an old Egyptian 
word (10)

DOWN:

1. Pompom misses award ceremony (4)
2. “I’ve been around.” More fluid by the sound of it! (7)
3. Unsettle lilac prepared the clever ones (13)
4. Marrow jam lost direction in the mint family (8)
5. Adorned to the M-1 (5)
7. Corsair crewed by a pilot (7)
8. Set collector’s item losing queen promotes togetherness 
(10)
11.Turn and design remarkable insight (13)
13.Camels hone colour changers (10)
16.Pod, Homily or Arrietty (8)
18.This designer might have enjoyed breakfast with Holly 
(7)
20.Service resource (7)
22.Small American salutes Japanese food (5)
23.Dash ahead carrying a ruler (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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public ownership in the UK. The project involved visiting 3,000 collections and 
photographing over 212,000 paintings. The lecture describes some unusual collections 
visited, intriguing paintings uncovered, detective work involved and assistance given 
by NADFAS members

Lectures are held at the 37 Club, between Woolavington and Puriton, on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Meetings are at 2.15 pm in winter and 7 pm from May to 
September.

Cheddar’s First Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-
school children. Spaces will be limited so book your free place before 
the rush!

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 
123 2224 or email chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Line Dancing Classes – Tuesdays
Come and try this new popular Line Dancing class, listen to a wide range of music, 
learn the low impact moves in a safe, friendly environment. If you or someone you 
know, would like to come along, you won’t regret it, no previous experience necessary, 
moves are easy to follow (you can always just watch and enjoy the music!).

Classes are held at Highbridge Community Hall, Tuesdays at 2.30pm and cost 
just £4.00. Don’t put off any longer, make life healthier and happier. For further 
information phone 01823 345626 or email ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk.

Mark WI Rag-Rugging Workshop – Wednesday 4 October
From 10am to 1pm in Mark Church Hall. No experience necessary and all tools / 
materials provided. Spaces are limited so book early for this fun workshop, all for £15 
per person which will also include tea/coffee and biscuits. Contact Mark WI Secretary 
Janet Smith on 01278 641589 to book your place.

Cheddar Valley U3A – Thursday 5 October
Talk titled ‘Burnham and its Railway Then and Now’ by John 
Strickland, Chairman of the North Sedgemoor Local History 
Group.

Cheddar Village Hall tea / coffee from 2 pm for a 2.30 pm start, 
visitors welcome.

Spice Up Your Craft – 6, 20 and 27 October
The Craft and Sewing Group at Cheddar Library offers a chance to try a variety of 
crafts and meet new friends in its autumn programme. The group meetings on Friday 
afternoons at 2.30pm upstairs in the Library, on the first and third Fridays of the 
month, are an opportunity to share ideas and company.

On 6 October, we will be making ‘Fabric mug or wineglass padded mats / coasters 
with an optional spice insert.’ Materials will be supplied, although, if you prefer to 
use your own stash, bring five 5-inch squares cut from at least two different fabrics.

On 20 October it is a ‘Bring your own craft, and chat’ session.

mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
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Christmas Crafts - a special Family session for children’ is on 27 October. (Please 
book in children at the library counter in advance. 50p charge for materials)

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as
you wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.
For further details please contact Cheddar Library.

RNLI Bucket Collection – Saturday 7 October
There will be a ‘Bucket Collection’ at Sainsbury’s in Cheddar on 
Saturday 7 October, so look out for our RNLI waistcoats if you 
are passing that way.

West Mendip Orchestral Play Day – Saturday 7 October
West Mendip Orchestra are inviting all instrumentalists in Weston-super-Mare and 
surrounding area to come and join us in playing Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique, 
a work by local composer, Nicki Sisman, and an orchestral arrangement of Piazzola 
Tangos by Gerry Browne at Churchill Academy and 6th Form, Churchill Green, 
Churchill, BS25 5QN. It’s a great opportunity to come and play in an informal setting 
and enjoy making some great music. We welcome all ages and we look forward to 
meeting you.

Baton down is at 10.00am, the session finishes at 5.00pm. Please e-mail chair@west-
mendip-orchestra.org.uk to register your interest, or call Jolanta on 07540 580824 to 
find out more. There is a small charge of £10 to cover expenses, payable in advance. 
Please contact Jolanta to apply for concessions.

West Mendip Orchestra is a medium-sized, friendly, amateur orchestra, performing 
three or four concerts each year from the classical repertoire. Our concerts often 
feature well-known local soloists and also young talented musicians early in their 
careers, as well as music composed especially for us. We are entirely self-funding, and 
also contribute to charitable causes. Rehearsals are from 7:45pm to 10pm on Fridays 
in term-time at The Lynch Chapel Hall, Winscombe.

The Orchestra is looking for string players, horns, trumpets and a timpanist. 
We don’t hold auditions, but members need to be able to play music in the classical 
orchestral repertoire.

Website: http://www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/westmendiporchestra/
Twitter: @WestMendipOrch

Cheddar Vale Lions Club Jumble Sale – Saturday 7 October
At the Cheddar Village Hall (formerly Church House) at 2pm. Jumble accepted 
from 12 noon. All proceeds going to Lions Charities, Registered Charity Trust 
Numberv1047952.

RNLI Winscombe Gourmet Fish Supper – Thursday 12 October
The Queen Victoria Inn at Priddy has agreed to provide another of 
their 3-Course Gourmet Fish Suppers for the RNLI on Thursday 
12 October from 7.00pm to 9.00pm (last orders) at an inclusive 

mailto:chair@west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk
mailto:chair@west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk
http://www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/westmendiporchestra/


30 October 2017

price of £20 per person. Places can be reserved by telephoning 01749 676385 and we 
offer them our thanks in advance.

The National RNLI Fish Supper Initiative will run from 13 to 15 October 
and members of the public are encouraged to hold their own Fish Suppers and 
offer donations to the work of the RNLI. Further information can be found at 
RNLI.org/FishSupper2017; if you would like to do this then please contact our 
Chairperson Tina on 01934842304 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society – Wednesday 18 
October
Talk will be given by Ian Caskie and entitled ‘SS Great Britain: from 
launch to re-launch’

At Cross Memorial Hall, BS26 2EL) at 7.30pm.
Non-members are always welcome but a donation of £3 is requested.
SS Great Britain, designed by Brunel and launched in 1843, was the 

first ocean-going steamship with an iron hull, and the first driven by a screw propeller.
Ian Caskie will trace the history of the ship from its first voyage to its restoration 

after its salvage and return to Bristol from the Falkland Islands in 1970.Growing up 
on Merseyside, Ian has had a lifelong interest in ships, and has been a Visitor Services 
volunteer with the SS Great Britain Trust since 2007.

Cheddar Male Choir Annual Concert 2017 – Saturday 28 October
At the Kings of Wessex Theatre commencing at 7:30pm. Cheddar Male Choir and 
soloist Francesca Bowkett will be performing to help raise funds for the choir charity. 
Cheddar Male Choir helps other charities and good causes by singing around 12 
concerts per year and they have assisted charities such as ‘The Children’s Hospice 
South West’, ‘Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance’, ‘Freewheelers Blood Bikers’, 
‘RAFA’ ‘The Prince’s Trust’ and numerous others.

The choir’s 22nd annual concert will be a great celebration of songs from the 
musicals, pop charts, spirituals and some traditional male voice songs. Tickets are £8 
and available from Deane’s of Cheddar, a choir member or, on sale at the door on 
the night. Certainly this is a night not to be missed. Please support this concert which 
will have something for everyone.

The Garden in October
It is hard to believe that I am already writing about October; the summer 
seems to have passed by very quickly this year, maybe it’s a sign of my age 
or perhaps due to the somewhat indifferent weather we have had of late.

I am writing this immediately after Theale Flower Show, on a 
miserable wet morning, but for the show yesterday we had a magnificent 
sunny day. I deliberately waited until after the deadline for this piece, 
to see if the show gave me any great insight into the past gardening 
season. I don’t know that it did and I don’t wish to interfere with the 

mailto:meejlfh@gmail.com
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official show report which may be in this issue, or possibly the next. Last year we had 
a wet day for the show, for the first time since we came to the village in October 1984 
(the show immediately before that was abandoned on the day because the marquee 
was blown down); our run of fine show days is either a case of the sun shining on the 
righteous, or the devil looking after his own!

Last year the gate was well down and only 150 or so people attended but this year 
was back to the norm of 250 or so that we have had in recent years. However, entries 
were well up, especially encouraging, as now people are restricted to one entry per 
class because of space constraints. The standard of fruit, flowers and vegetables was 
not as bad as experience in my own garden led me to expect, but it was noted that 
some regular winners did not do as well as usual. By the time the official post-mortem 
is reported, perhaps the reasons will be more apparent.

So now to October. Harvesting of garden produce should be well under way by 
now; apples and pears should be stored in a cool dry place such as a garden shed, 
ideally where it will not freeze. Be vigilant for rotting fruit that will infect others, as 
these may well be prevalent after poor weather towards the end of the season; also 
stand by to repel rodents that think you have laid down a winter larder for them.

I mentioned bulb planting last month: tulips should go in after narcissi and earlier 
flowering species, any half-hardy bulbs or tubers still in the ground, or containers, 
from this season should be lifted, dried off and stored in a frost-proof place. Any 
other tender or wet-susceptible plants in containers should also be put inside, or 
protected now.

Perennial plants in the border can be moved and divided now while the soil 
temperature should still be high enough to get some root growth before the winter. 
If you have recently-planted hedges it can be a good idea to cut them back hard in 
the autumn to encourage dense growth from low down in the spring.

Once upon a time lifting and storing of root vegetables was usual, but the milder 
winters we have had in recent years has meant that most are left in-situ until needed. 
Parsnips (the devil’s vegetable, according to one of my daughters) usually develop 
a better flavour after a frost or two, because starches in the roots are converted 
to sugars at low temperatures; conversely, potatoes should not be allowed to get 
frosted because they develop sweet flavours and black colouration on cooking 
because of starch turning to sugar (the blackness is caused by caramelisation of 
the sugar on cooking).

A disadvantage of leaving vegetables in the ground is that they may be attacked 
by slugs, usually the small black keeled variety that lives underground. These can be 
controlled to some extent by a parasitic nematode (minute worm). You can buy a 
culture of this creature to water on to the affected soil; the worms hatch out and feast 
on the slugs. They are very specific and probably temperature dependent so check up 
before buying them on-line or at the garden centre.

October is a good time for planting trees, shrubs and climbers from containers; if 
however you want to buy bare-rooted stock, you should wait a month or so until they 
have shed their leaves (not of course applicable to evergreen plants).
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Lawn mowing should become less necessary now, although if it remains mild, 
some like to cut their grass once a month or so right through the winter; if you do 
this, don’t cut too short and avoid hard frosty weather.

Roses can be lightly pruned now to prevent winter winds from rocking them. If 
you are not organic, you can continue to spray for black-spot. whether organic or 
not, remember that fallen leaves carry over the disease from one season to the next 
and remove them where feasible; burn them or put them in the green wheelie bin if 
you have one

I have grown sweet peas this year, which is something I don’t always do and their 
performance has been indifferent, largely because of the fluctuating weather. You can 
get them off to a good start by sowing now in a cold greenhouse. Protect them from 
mice and voles and nip out the growing tips when the seedlings are a few centimetres 
high. You can also sow winter lettuces now.

When I write my next piece we will be beginning to think about Christmas, what 
a terrible thought.

Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
Someone once said ‘We live in uncertain times ‘ Many of us feel 
that the phrase has never been more true.

We plan our lives on what hopefully will be certainties and yet 
we know that life itself is uncertain. The best laid plans go astray 
because of things outside our control.

Pick up a newspaper or watch news on the TV and it mainly boils down to 
uncertainties: the outcome of Brexit, terrorist activities, North Korea, value of the 
pound or even the weather.

The common factor in all these things, is that, as individuals, we have no control 
over any of them.

Yet there are things of which we can be certain. The love of my heavenly Father 
and my relationship with God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is something I can totally 
rely on for He never changes.

It was that relationship with God that allowed Job of old to say ‘Though He slay 
me yet will I trust Him’ (Job 13 v 15) For Job could also say ‘For I know that my 
redeemer lives and I will stand with Him one day. (Job 19 v25)
This life and the next are built on relationship. If in this life we cultivate true 
relationships with others we will be truly blessed. How much more then if we have 
a relationship with God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit will we be blessed in this life 
and the life to come?

There are some certainties in life.
Bob Drew 

Bagley Baptist Church
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Macaroons
This is an old recipe, originally from a great aunt. Quick and easy to 
make and gluten and dairy free. Rice paper is getting harder to find 
in the supermarkets these days but is readily available online. The 
ground rice gives a slightly different texture, but can be omitted. This 
recipe makes about 12, but can be doubled up easily.

Ingredients
4 oz caster sugar
2 oz ground almonds
1 egg white
A few drops of almond essence
1 tsp ground rice
Rice paper
Sliced almonds to decorate

Method
Combine all ingredients. You’re looking for a fairly stiff mix (akin to crunchy peanut 
butter); add extra sugar and ground almonds if need be.

Arrange sheet(s) of rice paper on a silicone sheet on a baking tray. Space 
teaspoonfuls of mixture an inch or so apart, and top each with a sliced almond.

Bake at 160ºC for around 20 minutes. They should be brown around the edges and 
pale golden in the centre. Cut them apart while hot if they’ve run together. Remove 
them by pulling the silicone sheet over the edge of a worktop. Tear off any excess 
rice paper and allow them to cool so they crisp up around the edges but stay slightly 
chewy in the middle.

Best eaten the same day, which is seldom a problem....
Stuart Fisher

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club News
The ladies’ round robin Summer doubles Tournament was 
held on 5 August. The winners were Susan Cunningham 
and Val Parker who won by two games.

Autumn coaching is now under way from tots to adults, Craig is running a variety 
of coaching sessions for groups and individuals of all ages and abilities.

The Rusty Rackets on Wednesday mornings is a perfect opportunity for adult 
beginners or rusty returners to come along and have a go. Craig can be contacted on 
07546230727 or by e mail tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk Coaching is open to members 
and non-members.

mailto:tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk
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Non-members are welcome to join in with 
one of our club sessions at a cost of £3 for 
a taster session, Mondays at 6.30 pm is the 
men’s evening, Tuesdays at 6.30 pm for ladies; 
Wednesdays and Thursdays are mixed, as are 
Saturday afternoons at 1 pm.

Up to three sessions at £3 are allowed 
for non-members before joining the club. 
Information about joining from Liz Randall 
(membership secretary) details via the 
Wedmore tennis club website.

Annabel one of our A team ladies gave birth to twin boys Austin and Monty . Austin on the right 6 lbs 
14 ounces and Monty on the left 6 lbs 9 ounces . Babies and mother doing well .

Joanna Cooper

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Wedmore men have had an excellent month in the Clevedon & 
District League. They successfully retained the Charity Cup which 
they won for the first time last year. In this, the 10 league clubs 
each send a rink to five different venues. Wedmore were the only 
club to win all five games, narrowly beating West Backwell who 
won four games and tied one. The C&D Captain, Dave Collins, was presented with 
the trophy and a cheque for £200 which will be donated to Dementia UK. The men 
have also played four league games in the C&D over 60s league comfortably beating 
Congresbury 130-68, and Clevedon 114-58, at home, and Portishead 133-90 away. In 
the final game of the month, away at Long Aston, Wedmore won all six rinks winning by 
118 shots to 75 and taking maximum points. Last season Wedmore also won the C&D 
League Cup beating Portishead RBL in the final. This year they travelled to RBL in 
the semi-final. The match was very close, with the clubs taking three rinks each. The 
game was only decided with the last few shots played, Wedmore winning by 103-101.

Wedmore were also successful in a close match against Ashcombe Knights in the 
Weston & District over 60s league. The men won three of the six rinks and tied a 
fourth to take the game by 99-96. Fewer matches have been played this month in the 
County Leagues. In their only game, Wedmore A travelled to play Wellington A and 
were successful on two of the three rinks winning by 69-61. With just one more game 
to play, Wedmore are top of the league, 3 points above Street in second place. The 
two top clubs play each other in the final match and a Wedmore win would ensure 
they finish as champions, winning promotion to Premier Division 1. Wedmore B 
have played two games in North Division 2. In the first they lost away at Clarence B 
by 46-69 but they managed a comfortable home win against Victoria C, winning two 
from three rinks and taking the game by an impressive 74-40.

Mixed results have continued for the ladies, but they have recorded some good 
wins. In the Wessex League, they produced a good performance at home to Mark 
Moor, winning two rinks from three earning a 49-37 win. Maureen Hordle, Ann-Marie 
Wilkinson, Carole Pettit and Marie Trow won 17-10 with Pat Jenkins, Audrey Birch, 
Jenny Collingwood and Liz Hamblin winning 15-9.
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In the Mendip Triples League, Wedmore suffered defeat away at Wrington by 41-62 
shots, despite winning one rink. They also lost to Fosseway at home by 37-47. The ladies 
produced their best performance in the Mendip League at home to Nailsea, winning 
two of the three rinks and taking the game by 49-46. Pat Jenkins, Jenny Collingwood & 
Shirley Wederell were 0-7 down after four ends then won 11 from the remaining 14 to earn 
a comfortable 18-10 win. Barbara Disbrey, Carole Pettit and Pam Beard won by 21-16.

The ladies have had a busy month in the Weston & District Triples League playing 
five matches, all of them at home. They suffered a defeat to Wessex by 37-48 and to 
Congresbury by 31-75 but they had more success in the other three games. Against 
Clarence, Chris Laney, Margaret Barron and Marie Trow won 15-7. Despite losing 
the other two rinks by 12-16 and 15-19, one win was enough to give Wedmore a tie. 
The ladies had their best win against Victoria, winning all three rinks and taking 
the game by 49-35 with maximum points. Julie Collins, Barbara Disbrey and Carole 
Pettit had the biggest win,18-9. The ladies’ third game against Portishead resulted in 
a Wedmore win by just one shot.

The outdoor green will close towards the end of September and bowling will move 
indoors. New members, both experienced bowlers and beginners, are always welcome.

Sandra Moss

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
August is always a quieter month than July at the Golf Club which does not 
mean there was nothing happening and there were plenty of trophies to 
play for. The month started with the PGA Trophy which also incorporated 
the monthly Medal. The men’s trophy went to Richard Ham whose score 
of 41 gave him a single point victory over Liam Cann who was still able to 
claim victory in division 3. His closest pursuer in the division was Greg Speller whose 
37 gave him second place. Sean Gray was the clear winner of division 1 on 39 points, 
3 points better than both Ben Barwell and Rich Vowles who lost out on countback. 
Countback was certainly required in division 3 with Frank Deniston, Graham Clifford 
and Martin Olive all scoring 36 with the order being determined by countback. Alison 
Dodkin claimed the ladies’ trophy but again only by virtue of a better back nine than 
Cathy Olive after both finished on 35. Louise Allen finished 3 shots back on 32, one 
better than Maggs Willetts.

The Ladies’ own event during the same week was also a Stableford, which also 
incorporated the Grannies Cup for those suitably qualified. Top score of the day 
came from Jenny Thomas, her score of 36 points being a single point better than Jill 
Cornelius who beat Claire Biggs on countback. The Ladies played for another trophy 
the following week, this time a Bowmaker for the Team Trophy playing in teams of 
three. The Trophy went to Vice-Captain Shirley Gooding playing with Marlyn Jackson 
and Deidre Wheadon who came in with 75 points. This was 4 better than runners-up 
June Smith, Ann Dixon and Helen Tanswell. Debbie Ramsell, Jennifer Fell and Karen 
Barnett took third place with 69 points.

The Bank Holiday saw a good turnout for the Richard Banks Trophy, a Bowmaker 
in memory of the fondly remembered former member. There was a closely fought 
finish with two Bowmaker teams finishing on the same score of 91 points. Countback 
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determined that the this year the winning team was Jim and Sean Gray, Mark Cornish 
and Andy Favell, just edging out the previous year’s winners Bill Lander, Mike Garbutt, 
Tom Bennett and Bobby Jones after both scored 91 points.

Prizewinners from the Richard Banks Trophy, together with Ann Banks

The Ladies played for yet more trophies in their Medal competition, a triple header 
incorporating the Grass Roots Competition, James Jug and the Monthly Medal. Liz 
Sweeney won the James Jug and Medal with a nett 70, three shots clear of nearest rival 
Maggie Morris with Cathy Olive a further shot back in third. Maggie Tolchard finished 
fourth on countback. The Grass Roots Competition was won by Susan Edwards with 
a gross score of 105, followed by Liz Sweeney on 106. In the same week the Senior 
Ladies travelled to Stover in Devon for their away-day and also contrived to have two 
competitions in one. Best individual score came from Caroline Patterson with 36 points 
winning the Sandra Hill Trophy whist the concurrent Bowmaker was won by the very first 
team out consisting of Jane Hewitt, Carol Horsley, Jill Cornelius and Maggie Morris.

The weekend Club Medal saw a very close finish in division one with a strong 
back nine from James Vowles clinching victory over Pete Brown after both came in 
with scores of nett 67. There was another nett 67 in division 2, this time giving Ian 
Robson a clear win by two shots from Max Grant. There was an even more emphatic 
win from Liam Cann in division 3. His score of 68 was the only score under par and 
4 better than runner-up Michael Sinclair. Dawn Chadwick won a limited ladies field 
with a nett 76 ahead of second placed Shirley Gooding.

The Seniors and Ladies held their Stableford competitions as usual. Division 
One of the Seniors saw both John Vowles and Graham Hayes finishing on 39 points 
with a birdie on the thirteenth from Vowles proving crucial in giving him the edge on 
countback. Best scores of the day came in division 2 with Brian Crosby storming round 
with 42 points to take first place by two points from runner-up Philip Horn. 39 was good 
enough to win division 3 for David Nelson with Ron Barrett a point back in second. 
In the Ladies’ Stableford there was a very clear win for Gill Jones, clinching victory on 
39 points, which was three clear of second placed Janis Lawrence. The other places 
were all closely contested with June Smith taking third place on countback from Ruth 
Pearson with both on 35 points which was one better than fifth placed Shirley Gooding.
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By way of more ‘fun’ competitions there were two Texas Scrambles in the month. 
The Club Competition produced a tight finish. Di and Daryll Cornelius playing with 
Richard Weight and John Wormald got round in 10 shots under par to finish on a nett 
53.4 to win by just 0.6 of a shot from runners-up George and Grahame Cox with Paul 
Dickie and Chris McKinley, who themselves were nine under par for the round. The 
Seniors also had a Texas Scramble, this time a ‘step aside’ which together with teams 
consisting of just three players pushed scores a little higher. Roger Harding, David 
Bates and Tony Biggs were still just one over for the round to finish on a nett 61. This 
was 4 better than the two man team of John Harding and Brian Kidd who took second 
place on countback from Calvon Paulton-Sadler, Alasdair McDonald and Peter Spinks.

Prizewinners on the Seniors Away Day enjoying the sunshine at Oake Manor

The month ended with a large group of Seniors travelling to Oake for their Away 
Day, John Russell took the overall trophy with 40 points, Peter Laney claimed the 
over-seventies prize and there were divisional; wins for Mike Tanswell, Alasdair 
McDonald and Roger Harding on a course in great condition.

Tony Biggs

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 17 October the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.
Timings of the route are as follows:
10.30 am Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer Clive Weare House
11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30 am Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm
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11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
1.00 pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
1.10 pm Theale Christchurch
1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Parish Registers
Weddings
Congratulations go to:

Jamie and Laura (nee Jenkins) Wall of Westham, Wedmore whose wedding took 
place at Holy Trinity Church on 26 August 2017.

Alex and Catherine Whittingham of West End, Wedmore whose wedding took 
place at St Mary’s on 2 September 2017

Baptisms
Welcome to the following baptized into God’s church recently:

Douglas Wallace, son of Stuart and Penny of Clewer, baptised in St Mary’s, 
Wedmore on Sunday 20 August 2017.

Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Keith Davey of Plud Street, aged 73, who died on 10 July 2017 and whose funeral 
was held at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 26 July 2017

Clive Sweet of Burtle, aged 74, who died on 18 July 2017 and whose funeral was 
held at St Mary’s on 4 August 2017.

Diane Packer of The Borough, Wedmore, aged 79, who died on 31 July 2017 and 
whose funeral was held at St Mary’s on 15 August 2017.

Gerald Puddy, whose burial of ashes took place at Wedmore Cemetery on 2 
August 2017.

Cynthia Fisher of Mudgley Cross, aged 73, who died on 4 August 2017 and whose 
funeral was held at Mendip Crematorium on 21 August 2017.

Douglas Hall of Cheddar, aged 92, who died on 12 August 2017 and whose funeral 
was held at St Mary’s on 31 August 2017.

All Souls Service
This year St Mary’s will once again be holding a service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving for those whose funerals we have taken over the past year or so. This 
will be on Sunday 29 October at 3.00 p.m. at St Mary’s church. Relatives of those 
whose funerals we have taken during the year will be invited but the service is open 
to anyone. Do let the Vicar know if you might wish to come or if there is anyone 
whose name you wish to be remembered at the service. Afternoon tea will be served 
afterwards so it will be a good to have an idea of how many people we need to cater 
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for. Traditionally the church sets aside 2 November, All Souls Day, to remember those 
countless ordinary people who have gone before us and whose memory we cherish. 
This comes the day after All Saints Day when the church remembers those many 
extraordinary men and women whom we think of as saints.

The service will be a chance to remember those dear to you who have recently 
died (whose names will be read out at the service), to meet with others who are also 
bereaved and to express our Christian faith in resurrection and the hope of God’s 
kingdom.

There will be a separate service for the village of Allerton on Sunday 5 November 
at 3.00 pm.

Remembrance Sunday
This will be commemorated, as usual, with special services at St Mary’s and 
Christchurch on 12 November. At St Mary’s we begin in church at 10.15 am. (please 
note the time – it’s the same as last year, but ¼ hour earlier than the usual Sunday 
service at St Mary’s) before moving to the war memorial for 11.00 am. The service 
at Theale will begin at 11.00 am.

We are giving advanced notice this year because we plan to add slightly more 
structure to the element around the memorial at the end of the service. Ex-service 
personnel will form a hollow square together with the uniformed youth organisations 
and, in addition to the normal prayers, laying of wreaths and the Kohima Epitaph, we 
will read out names of those who died in more recent conflicts. Blank small wooden 
crosses will also be available in church, if there is someone in particular, not from the 
Isle of Wedmore, whom you would like to remember. These can be laid at the very 
end of the service, with the IoW named crosses as a means of commemorating these 
personnel if required. Ex-service personnel are invited to join together in the New 
Inn in Wedmore after the service.

Armistice Day itself, 11 November, will be marked with a ceremony, including 
two minutes silence, at the War Memorial beginning at shortly before 11.00 am. All 
are welcome to this.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Communion is celebrated most Wednesdays at 9.45 am
Sunday 1 Trinity 16 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 8 Trinity 17 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 15 Trinity 18 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am No Service
Sunday 22 Trinity 19 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
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Sunday 29 Bible Sunday 10.30 am Benefice Communion
   3.00 pm All Souls Service

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 1 Trinity 16/Harvest 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 8 Trinity 17 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 15 Trinity 18 6.00 pm Holy Communion and 

Prayers for Healing
Sunday 22 Trinity 19 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 29 Bible Sunday 9.00 am Morning Prayer

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 1 Trinity 16/Harvest 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 8 Trinity 17 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 15 Trinity 18 11.00 am No Service
Sunday 22 Trinity 19 11.00 am Come & See
Sunday 29 Bible Sunday 11.00 am No Service
   6.00 pm Start the Week

Allerton Church
Sunday 1 Harvest Festival 9.00 am Harvest Family Service
Sunday 8 Trinity 17 9.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 15 Dedication festival 9.00 am Dedication Service Communion
Sunday 22 Trinity 19 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 29 Bible Sunday 9.00 am Songs of Praise
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am, Morning service. Groups for 3-15s. Every Wednesday 
10.00am-12.00 noon is our really popular ‘Coffee With A View.’ 
Come for coffee and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. We have good parking and 
wheelchair access. We have various Bible studies and youth groups which we’d love 
to tell you about! For details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 / 713267 
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk or come & see us at www.
bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for October
Sunday 1  10.30am
Sunday 8  10.30am
Sunday 15  10.30am
Sunday 22  10.30 am
Sunday 29  10.30 am

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for September

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Sunday 1  10.30am Ken Hill
Sunday 8   Moira Cowell
Sunday 15   Helen Wade Family Service
Sunday 22   Revd Roly Sims Holy Communion
Sunday 29   Barry Speddings

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30pm
Sunday School:   10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times. These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are 
dedicated to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
Extended hours surgeries are held:

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of doctors.
Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or visit 
/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours.
You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or visit 
the NHS 111 website.

http://www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk
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Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), 
Bridgwater (Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal taxi service. You get on and 
off wherever you tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside your own house. 
Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare very 
favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. For 
example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare 
Controller Street Thelma Jenkins Jones 710467

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
Burnham-on-Sea - Highbridge - Wedmore - Wookey - Wells - Wookey Hole Mendip Community Transport

Mondays to Fridays from 6 March 2017 - No service on Saturday/Sunday/Public Holidays 67

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1045 1305

Burnham-on-Sea, Old pier Tavern 0922 1050 1310

Highbridge George Hotel 0930 1058 1318

East Huntspill, School 0937 1105 1325

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 0945 1113 1333

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0953 c 1121 c 1341 c

Wedmore, The Borough dep 0742 0955 1125 1345

Henton, Post Office 0752 1005 1135 1355

Wookey Holmlea 0756 1009 1139 1359

Wells, Coronation Road 0802 1015 1145 1405

Wells Bus Station 0809 1022 1152 1252 1412 1500 1715

Wells, The Blue School 0817

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 1028 1158 1258 1418 1506 1721

Wookey Hole 0824 1033 1203 1303 1423 1511 1726

Wookey Hole 0825 0912 1035 1205 1305 1425 1515 1730

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 0830 0917 1040 1210 1310 1430 1520 1735

Wells, The Blue School 1535

Wells Bus Station 0836 0923 1046 1216 1316 1436 1526 1543 1741

Wells, Coronation Road 0930 1053 1323 1550 1747

Wookey Holmlea 0936 1059 1329 1556 1753

Henton, Post Office 0940 1104 1333 1600 1757

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0950 c 1114 c 1343 c 1610 1807

Wedmore, The Borough dep 1000 1125 1350

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 1010 1135 1400

East Huntspill School 1019 1144 1409

Highbridge George Hotel 1026 1151 1416

Burnham-on-Sea, Old Pier Tavern 1036 1201 1426

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1041 1206 1431

c Guaranteed connection

Highlighted section = trip operated by Crosville Motor Services
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Crossword 6 Answers
Across: Parliament 6.pass 9.minster 10.neutral 12.ill considered
14.horseman 15.brewer 17.mutate 19.portrait 21.life assurance
24.Onassis 25.whitish 26.stye 27.hieroglyph

Down: 1.pomp 2.runnier 3.intellectuals 4.marjoram 5.nines 7.aircrew
8.solidarity 11.understanding 13.chameleons 16.borrower
18.Tiffany 20.amenity 22.sushi 23.shah 
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2  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George Inn

3  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

4  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
5  - Thu IOW Golf Club - Bridge Session 2.00pm Golf Club
6  - Fri Auction of Promises - Friends & congregatation of St Mary’s 7.00pm Wedmore VH 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
7  - Sat Fairtrade Coffee Morning 9.30am-12noon St Mary’s Church 

Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George Inn 
Wedmore Farmers’ Market 9am-1pm Borough Mews 
Children’s Society Annual Box Opening 9.30-12noon St Mary’s Church

8  - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church
9  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
10  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH
11  - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 

Blackford Village Hall Cafe 2.00-4.00pm Blackford VH
13  - Fri Curry & Quiz night - Wedmore First School Academy PTA 7.30pm Wedmore VH
14  - Sat Wedmore Repair Cafe 10am-1pm Wedmore VH
16  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
17  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
18  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Club 50 Tour; Dunster,Lynton & Lynmouth, & Simonsbath 9.15am Village car park 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms Grants Lane

19  - Thu Wedmore WI - Speaker Susan Marshfield 7.30pm Masonic Hall
20  - Fri The Moscow Drug Club 7.00pm Wedmore VH 

Annual Quiz Evening - Wedmore Methodist Church 7.00pm Wedmore Methodist Church 
International Conker Competition 8.00pm The New Inn

21  - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH 
Wedmore in Bloom Apple Day 11am-3pm Scout Hut

22  - Sun Theale Film Club - The Viceroy’s House 6.30pm Theale VH
23  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
24  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn 
IOW Gardening Club 7.30pm Masonic Hall

25  - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Harvest Home Committee meeting 8.00pm The George Inn

26  - Thu IOW Society -speaker Roger Flower 7.30pm Masonic Hall
27  - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn 

Limelight Night - Open Mic at the Swan 8.00pm The Swan
30  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
31  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane 07977 414799 
     Lisa 07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group 2.00-4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford 01749 712522 
Modern Dance 4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall   Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga 10.00am The Swan Inn + Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Ch 12.15 1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 07753 941341 
Yoga 10.30am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page 01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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