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Editorial
Well the first day of the month seems to have crept up on me again as I find myself 
tapping away at my laptop with my dog Barley snoring contentedly on my feet, just 
wish he didn’t have such bony elbows. Welcome to the November edition number 455.

I must confess that November is my least favourite month of the year with the days 
shortening and weather getting worse. On reflection, I have probably suffered for 
years with what today is termed Seasonal Adjustment Disorder. Hey ho, thankfully 
we have yet another bumper programme of events to cheer up myself and anyone 
else who may be feeling below par.

Whilst I am always pleased to accept plaudits, I have to hold my hand up to a couple 
of mistakes in the October Edition, in that we, well actually it was me, managed to 
get the dates wrong for both the Farmers’ Market and Wedmore in Bloom Working 
Party. Quite what I failed to understand by the term ‘Second Saturday of the Month,’ 
escapes me now. My apologies to both parties.

In attempting to make some amends to the former, I am pleased to advise that 
the Farmers’ Market will, from now until Christmas, include a considerable Craft Fair 
which is in addition to the usual array of fine foods and produce.

So as I forever strive to do better, I hope this edition, which covers a stunning 
array of International Events in addition to the usual supreme choice of functions, 
lunches, suppers and fund raising for worthy causes, will be to the entire satisfaction 
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of everyone. Many congratulations go to the Wedmore Real Ale Festival on raising 
yet another record amount for charity and, to Brian and Ben Sutlieff from Cocklake 
on reaching Mongolia. Best of luck to all the budding Damien Hirsts entering the 
renowned Turnip Prize and thank you to everyone who contributed this month.

Bill Sutton

Front Cover
This month’s cover features the cast of the Wedmore Theatre Group pantomime, ‘The 
Panto that Goes Wrong’. Performances are from Thursday 30 November to Saturday 
2 December. The photo was provided by Mark Hamlin.

News
Parish Council Business
The September meeting was held back in the Council Rooms following trips out to 
Theale and Blackford. Several residents of Worthington Close were in attendance to 
hear proposals for a suggested ‘recreation area’ in that part of the village. There was a 
frank discussion between residents and Councillors and it was generally agreed that a 
recreation area was needed in that part of the village for the benefit of residents young 
and old who were unable to get to the playing fields on Blackford Road, although 
not necessarily in Worthington Close. Members agreed to fund the laying of a water 
pipe and tap at the bottom of the cemetery to save visitors having to carry heavy cans 
of water to the bottom of the cemetery when tending graves. It was also agreed to 
take over responsibility for emptying the litter bin in the Arthur Reynolds Memorial 
Garden in The Borough following the house move by Martin and Barbara Horton 
who had carried out the task for a considerable time.

Wedmore Cemetery
Glenys Cousins wishes to thank all the volunteers who came to the cemetery on a 
September Saturday morning to assist in a big ‘clear-up’. They all did a fantastic job 
by clearing unkempt graves, reinstating the major paths and weeding and tidying the 
Garden of Remembrance. The whole place looked a picture at the end of the day 
and it is hoped to have a further session in the spring. Special thanks to Henry and 
Damien for providing a trailer and carrying away the debris.

Hedges
On the subject of tidying up, now that the birds have flown the nest, many of the local 
farmers have resumed hedge-cutting around the Parish. The Parish Council wish to 
remind residents that they also have a responsibility to cut back their hedges if they 
are encroaching onto the public highway. There are some smaller lanes in Wedmore 
that particularly require attention.

Rod Pring, 
Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Save Our Signposts
The Wedmore Parish Council have accepted a proposition to proceed with the painting 
and renovating the fingerposts of the parish.

These beautiful cast iron fingerposts are a valuable asset to our villages in Somerset, 
to our heritage, and enjoyed by parishioners and visitors alike. There is always a risk 
that their removal could occur if neglect continues.

The Wedmore Parish Council invite donations / sponsorships from parishioners 
to fund this worthwhile local project. The average cost is £200 – £400 per 
fingerpost. We would, of course, welcome any size of donation for this project. 
As may have already been observed, the fingerposts at Lascot Hill and Plud Street have 
already been beautifully renovated. Funding has also been secured for the renovation 
of the fingerpost at Sexeys School, Blackford.

Please donate by cheque to Wedmore Parish Council to enable this project to 
proceed. A monthly progress report will be published in the Wedmore News.

  Before   After

The 17th Wedmore Real Ale Festival - Our Most Successful Yet
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, our wonderful volunteers and all those 
who attended, drank, bid, danced, raffled, ate and made merry at the 17th Wedmore 
Real Ale Festival, we’re delighted to announce that this year’s festival was our most 
successful festival yet and generated a whopping £17,500 for local worthy causes.

Representatives from no less than 18 local beneficiaries gathered at our annual 
presentation night on Saturday 14 October held at The Swan in Wedmore and picked 
up cheques ranging from £200 to £2,500, that will in turn provide welcome assistance 
to a wide and varied cross section of our community.

The concept of the WRAF from its infancy to the present day has always been 
about promoting and championing real ale. It’s a fantastic coincidence for one and 
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all that in doing so we’ve raised and donated £168,071 in the last 17 years to local 
worthy causes.

The 17th Wedmore Real Ale Festival – Our Most Successful Yet

The Wedmore Real Ale Festival Committee is delighted to announce that this 
year’s festival beneficiaries were:

IOW Remembers WW1 £200.00
Green Wedmore £250.00
Isle of Wedmore Bridge Club £350.00
Blackford Village Hall £400.00
Avalon Camps £450.00
Wedmore In Bloom £500.00
Hugh Sexey School £500.00
Wedmore Cricket Club £650.00
Wedmore Tuesday Club £850.00
Girlguiding Somermead £1,000.00
Wedmore& Axbridge Community Health Fund £1,000.00
Wedmore Guides & Brownie Units £1,000.00
Wedmore Scout Group £1,180.00
Wedmore PTA £1,500.00
Wedmore Village Hall £1,700.00
Wedmore FC £1,720.00
Somewhere House Somerset £1,750.00
Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee £2,500.00

Total £17,500.00
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Cheques were issued to all the successful beneficiaries, followed by food, drink and 
conversation.

A big thank you to The Swan for their continued support, hosting and hospitality this 
year, it is very much appreciated. For more information on sponsoring, volunteering, 
attending or anything else connected with the Festival please get in touch.

Our 18th Festival will be coming of age from 14 – 16 September 2018. We will 
keep you posted with next year’s festival news, so please like our Facebook page 
@wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on twitter @WedmoreRealAle or go to our 
website www.wedmorerealale.com

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
The timetable for the Route 67 bus is published inside the rear cover.

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
We now have had 24 sites put to us and we continue to review 
their merits to produce a shortlist for allocation.

In order to update the community on where we have got to, 
the next event has been fixed for Friday 24 November in the 
Village Hall. It will take place between 3.00 pm and 8.00 pm and all are most welcome.
The purpose of these events is to seek your views on

• Possible policy ideas for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan
• Which sites are the ‘front runners’ for allocation. Following these events, 

we will start to draft the Plan in earnest with the aim of publishing a draft 
Neighbourhood Plan in the first half of 2018.

Stop Press : Extra dates in the Parish Room:

• Tuesday 28th November (9.00 am to noon)
• Thursday 30th November (6.00 pm to 9.00 pm)
• Saturday 2nd December (10.00 am to 1.00pm)

Bob Sellwood, 
Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee

Wedmore Village Hall – AGM – 2017
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Wedmore Village Hall Management 
Committee – Thursday, 7 December 2017 at 6.00 pm in the Small Hall
Since I took over as Chairman of the committee at the end of last year, we have 
continued in our endeavours to enhance the hall and make it ever more suitable for 
a range of user groups. Some 25 user groups now use the hall on a regular basis from 
art to zumba. In addition, a number of weddings are held each year in the hall along 
with annual awards ceremonies of various sporting events and the Wedmore French 
Twinning group. It is a well used and well loved asset for the community and I imagine 
that at some time or other every member of the local community will have attended 
a function of one sort or another.

As a Management Committee we are committed to a programme of maintenance 
and improvement but also to modernise and make this beautiful Victorian building 

http://www.wedmorerealale.com
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even more available, attractive and sustainable. In the last few months we have had a 
fire alarm system installed, wi-fi installed, a new floor in the bar area/snug, redecoration 
of the small hall and adjacent corridor. We are also hoping to install solar panels on 
the rear roof of the hall. However, to make much of this work possible, we are still 
dependent on individuals and local groups and local fundraising.

We are constantly seeking new sources of funding and have just been granted 
£10,000 by Sedgemoor DC for a project involving retractable raised seating to enhance 
the visibility of audience members seated to the rear of the hall and to make it a more 
viable and attractive arts centre within the local community. We will need to match 
this amount for the project but feel confident we can achieve it. The main hall and 
snug/bar are in need of a complete redecoration and we are applying for funding from 
a number of sources. It is amazing just how many organisations have funds available 
for such projects! So your committee is not sitting still.

I hope as many representatives of our user groups will attend the AGM on 7 
December along with any residents of Wedmore and let us know your needs and 
wishes for the hall. We are also keen to find a few new committee members, so please 
let me know if you might be interested.

Simon C Tomes, Chairman 
simon@mudgley.org

Blackford Village Hall – The Finishing Touch
Blackford Village Hall Committee members, Ros Smith and James Whitmore, thank 
Kevin Bond of Somerlap and John Bethell for donating and installing the gate post 
to finish off the car park project.

Over the past couple of years the Blackford Village Hall Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Steve Bloomer, worked very hard to raise the funds to have the car 
park and the lane re-surfaced.

The local community benefits from such a great hall and it is used every day with 
fitness classes ranging from dance, circuits and yoga, along with social events and 
even its own monthly café.

To book the hall please contact Margaret Tinney 712324.
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The Farming Community Network (FCN)
The FCN can be contacted on 03000 111 999. This helpline is open from 7am until 
11pm every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK

The Isle of Wedmore Remembers the First World War 1914-19
I am delighted to report that ‘The Isle of Wedmore Remembers the 
First World War, 1914-1919’ has finally appeared in print.

This 370-page long soft back book is based on research 
carried out in local and national archives, as well as photographs, 
artefacts and letters donated by the local community that made 
up the mainstay of the exhibition held in Wedmore Village Hall 
in November 2014 that marked the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of the First 
World War. The book contains detailed biographies of the 58 local serviceman who 
died between 1914-1920, as well as a list of over 400 men who donned uniform and 
served between 1914-19 in the British Army, Royal Navy, Royal Flying Corps as 
well as in various contingents from all over the British Empire. A substantial part 
of the volume also looks at life on the Home Front, including the vital contribution 
made by local farmers in producing foodstuffs and the wide range of voluntary work 
carried out by the wider community in support of their menfolk serving overseas. The 
latter included a contingent of the First World War equivalent of the Home Guard, 
fund-raising for the war effort, manufacturing comforts for the troops and hosting 
Belgian refugees in Wedmore and the Allertons. The final chapter looks at how the 
First World War has been remembered in the local area, with the construction of 
local war memorials and the founding of the Isle of Wedmore British Legion. A large 
number of newly discovered black and white photographs appear in the book, as well 
as various colour images of original documents, postcards and other memorabilia 
brought home by local serviceman.

The Isle of Wedmore Remembers the First World War, 1914-19 retails for £25 
with ALL proceeds from its sale being donated to charity. All profits will be used to 
fund further commemorative events to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War and to ensure the long-term maintenance of local war memorials on 
the Isle of Wedmore. Postage and packing will be at cost if required.

The book is currently available from Wedmore Post Office, the Cottage Gallery 
and direct from the author at Eglantine House on Sand Road in Wedmore. Payment 
by cheque if possible is preferred made out to: St Mary’s Church PCC.

Dr Tim Moreman

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
It’s that time of year again, when hundreds of thousands of people 
in churches, schools and workplaces all around the UK join together 
to do something really special. The idea is simple: children and 
adults fill shoeboxes with toys, sweets, stationery etc, and take 
them to a drop-off point. The boxes are distributed to children 
in refugee camps, orphanages, war-torn areas or other needy situations around the 
world. 11,485,662 boxes were delivered in 2016, achieved using planes, boats, camels, 
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elephants, helicopters, covered wagons and dog sleds! Thank you to the many people 
from the Wedmore area who fill boxes every year and to the lovely ladies who knit 
for the project. Every one of you is much appreciated.

OCC is a Christian charity, open to people of all faiths or none. Each shoebox is a 
gift to a child with nothing asked for, or expected in return; no pledges, no obligation 
to go to church or attend classes, ‘no strings attached’. It partners with local churches 
to distribute the boxes and, if those local partners feel it’s culturally appropriate, they 
also offer a booklet of Bible stories. If the ethos of OCC doesn’t tally with yours, 
please feel free to fill a box via a different organisation, but do fill one somehow! For 
the child who receives a box, it will almost certainly be their only Christmas present 
and a powerful reminder that they are loved and not forgotten.

Bagley Baptist Church is again acting as a local drop-off point and will be open 
to receive boxes from 9am-1pm, Monday-Friday, from 1-17 November 2017. If you 
come between 10am and 12 noon on a Wednesday morning, we’ll even give you coffee 
and cake! We are at BS28 4TG.

OCC ask for £5 per box, to cover transport costs. This can be as cash or cheque 
inside the box, or if you pay online you can track your box and find out to which 
country it goes. They also ask for their own labels to be used. You can pick these up 
from Bagley, either before or when you drop off your box(es), or you can print them 
off from the website.

For what to put in your box, plus lots of other information, go to www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox

or ring us: Bagley Baptist Church (01934) 710779, Sharon Rabbitts (01934) 713267 
or Julie Harding (01934) 713078. Thank you very much.

The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser known Turner Prize. 
We will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Wednesday 
1 November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible 
to create.
To enter, contact Trevor on 710004 or 07812848011 or The New Inn, Wedmore. 
Alternatively leave your entry at The New Inn, Combe Batch, Wedmore, Somerset. 
BS28 4DU.
Please include your name or pseudonym and contact phone number. Closing date for 
entries will be Monday 21 November. Preliminary judging will take place on Tuesday 
22 November. Final judging will take place at The New Inn, Wedmore, on Tuesday 
5 December at 6.30pm. For more info visit The New Inn, Wedmore, our facebook 
page or turnipprizebook on twitter

PilogaFit – Every Wednesday
PilogaFit is a new weekly exercise class running in the Wedmore Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30 to 11.30am, suitable for any age or ability. All are welcome from 
beginners up. No need to book, pay as you go. Just £5 per session attended. Have 
fun - keep fit.

For more information: www.pilogafit.co.uk Contact John Beasley 01749 672482.

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox
http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox
http://www.pilogafit.co.uk/
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Do You, Do You, Do You Want to Dance? Maturity Gang, Wedmore 
Dance – Every Thursday
We are a mixed group who meet at Wedmore Village Hall on Thursday from 10.30 
am to 12.00 noon to gyrate, skip, stomp, twirl and bend, doing what is called dancing 
and having fun to great music. It is £5.00 per session and no special shoes or clothes 
are required. All the exercises and routines are choreographed by Viv, our lively 
dance tutor.

What’s in a name? - Wedmore over 50’s Dance Group, Sugar Water Curls, Maturity 
Gang. Some of us have been dancing of sorts with this group for 10 years and to 
celebrate we have decided to change our name to Maturity Gang.

This term we hope to continue learning various dances from around the world, 
including Salsa and Street Dance. You may have seen us at Wedmore Street Fair 
performing a gentle Chinese Dance. Last term we also learnt routines from musicals 
such as ‘Singing in the Rain’ and ‘Grease’.

Do come and join us. For more details contact Pat Taylor on 713430 or Chris 
Wilkins on 712522.

Wedmore Opera Goers
If you enjoy opera, ballet and theatre why not put your name on the Wedmore opera 
goers list?

Our plans for the coming year are to visit Stratford to see ‘Twelfth Night’ for 
the matinee on Thursday 9 November, coach leaving Wedmore at 9.30 am for the 
performance at 1 pm and returning to Wedmore by about 6.30 pm.

In February we plan to see Tosca by the WNO in Cardiff and in April to see 
Matthew Bourne’s ‘Cinderella’ in Cardiff.

For more details please contact Jan Young on 712055 or Suzanne Metters on 
712515 or email suzannemetters@hotmail.com

November Director’s Blog
People always ask “Which panto are you 
doing?”, no doubt expecting one of the dozen 
or so stock favourites – Mother Goose, Aladdin, 
Cinderella etc. – and they seem puzzled when 
they’re told it is based on the story of Romeo and Juliet. Perhaps they are expecting 

the entire performance to be spoken in iambic 
pentameters. Yet, Romeo and Juliet is, like other 
panto sources such as Grimm’s Fairy Tales, simply 
a well-known and very old story which can carry 
the traditional English pantomime conventions and 
jokes. Originating in folklore it had been circulating 
in Europe throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries before being translated into English in 1562 
– more than 30 years before Shakespeare adopted it.

The story has been famously adopted by all forms 
of modern popular culture – for example by Bernstein 

mailto:suzannemetters@hotmail.com
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and Sondheim for West Side Story, and by Baz Luhrmann for his movie of the same 
name. The principal challenge is making a tragedy funny! But that is the joy of 
pantomime – its conventions allow one to take any content, no matter how dark, and 
make it utterly silly. Add song and dance, slapstick, cross-dressing, some contemporary 
gags and local references and there you have it.

Wedmore Theatre, of course has form in this. Our last panto – The Scottish Panto 
– was based on the story of Macbeth. In that one we had the considerable benefit of 
not one but three dames.

For this one we are extraordinarily lucky, musically speaking. Not only do we 
have Wedmore’s favourite singer, Alan Philps, playing one of the leading roles and 
in very fine voice as always, but our Romeo is Tom Creswick who played the Pirate 
King in Wedmore Opera’s production of The Pirates of Penzance and comes to us 
hotfoot from having played in Grease at Bristol Hippodrome. His young Juliet is also 
a budding musical theatre star with a fine voice and a particular talent for harmony.

At last we are nearing the end of our long rehearsal programme, and close to 
actually putting the whole thing together onstage for the community. And tickets 
for this show are numbered. So the advice is to book early to reserve the best seats. 
Performances are on Thursday 30 November, Friday 1 December and Saturday 2 
December, all at 7.30 pm, plus a matinee on the Saturday at 2.30 pm. Tickets are 
available now, from Wedmore Village Store; from the Wedmore Theatre Box Office 
on 01278 641370 or online at www.wedmoretheatre.com.

Sue Rippon

Oil Syndicate for Crickham, Clewer and Cocklake or 3 Cs
Bob and Mary Chapman have organised the delivery of oil over the last few years, 
but have now decided to take a well earned rest from the task. I would 
like to say a big thank you to them for all their hard work.

The syndicate will continue. The next order will be in November. 
If you would like oil to be delivered then please get in touch by 10 
November. We will need to know your name, address, approximate 
amount of oil needed and, if you are new to the scheme, where your 
oil tank is and if there are any restrictions for delivery, e.g. narrow 
lane. The minimum order is 500 litres per household.

Contact Rachel Joseph by email threecoilsyndicate@gmail.com or call on 710154.

Theale Panto Again?
After Christmas, in February, were coming up to the next Theale village panto.

Theale Panto and our other shows have, for over twenty years, brought a bit of 
fun to the village and its hamlets, bringing audiences and players together, young and 
old, at a time when village community life is on the retreat.

However, time brings its usual changes and challenges and we are pushing our 
luck when Wishy Washy turns out to be older than her mum!

Theale Players would welcome younger members - and very welcome they would 
be - to take up the baton and help keep alive social activity in the village.

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
mailto:threecoilsyndicate@gmail.com
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Without the support of younger members of the village we won’t continue. This 
February we hope to return to Sherwood Forest to find Robin Hood and his (or 
indeed her) cohorts and to encounter the usual pantomime characters, romance and 
nonsense. The scenario is done (after a fashion), the script remains to be built around 
cast members and what they can actually remember (or how good they are at hiding 
bits of script in and around their costume)! We try to keep rehearsals to a manageable 
scale - a few Sunday afternoons and sometimes during the week.

Performances will probably be on 8, 9, 10 February 2018 to avoid half term which 
means two get-togethers / rehearsals before Christmas on 10 and17 December, as 
well as in January.

This is a chance to have a bit of fun, to sing, dance, dress up and sort of 
act. Interested and / or mad enough? Please contact Bernard Coulter asap 
bernard.coulter@gmail.com on 712144.

Weston Hospice Charity Shop
Please come and visit the new Weston Hospice Charity Shop in Unit 3 Borough Mews.

Mendip Rotarians Welcome Brad Burton
At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Mendip the guest of honour 
was entrepreneur and motivational speaker Brad Burton who spoke 
to an 80-strong audience about his life and his career change from 
a commentator on Channel 4’s ‘Gamesmaster’ show, to running his 
own marketing business and writing several books about business 
networking.

In 2006, while he was delivering pizzas, Brad decided to change his life and 
concentrate on what was important. He is also the author of several highly rated books 
on changing one’s life and goals.

mailto:bernard.coulter@gmail.com
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Brad has worked with the NHS, JCB, Xero, Bentley and many others. On the 
evening he spoke to the Rotary Club of Mendip he had spent the day in London with 
members of the House of Lords. He now concentrates on supporting small businesses 
by organising workshops and network events.

Brad left the audience with many things to ponder and tools to change the way 
they live and operate their businesses.

Mendip Rotary president Richard Tilley said, ‘We are very grateful to Brad for 
attending our meeting and inspiring us with his life story and business acumen.’

A Day in the Life
Wedmore News Would Like to Hear from You
Are you involved in running a local organisation in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you 
like to share some of the things that you do and raise awareness of your organisation 
by sharing your ‘Day in the Life’? Please contact the editor Bill Sutton email 
editorwedmorenews@gmail.com, and share your day.

Bill Sutton

A Day in the Life of a 
Wedmore Dairy Farmer
It’s 4.30 am and the first look out of the window. If there’s a puddle on the front step 
it has been raining! After letting the dogs out and the cat in, it is time for tea. Several 
cups while listening to ‘The Shipping Forecast’, ‘On Your Farm’, and ‘Tweet of the Day’.

Gathering the herd for milking on the moors is the best time, as the cows appear 
from the mist along with startled wildlife and the sound of the morning birds, and 
it’s just you and your loyal dog. 

The cows are collected in the yard and before the last cows have reached the 
dairy, the first milked are turning around to return to the pastures.Twenty cows are 
milked at once while another twenty wait their turn. Milking is automatic, by milking 
machine, but there is much for the farmer to do, pressing the automatic feeder, 
cleaning the udder, putting on vacumn teatcups, applying a soothing lotion to the 
teats and encouraging the cows to leave the parlour in an orderly fashion. Oh and 
catch up on the gossip from the previous night’s activities at Young Farmers events!

While two milk, one checks the young cattle around the village, feeds the young 
calves and gets the morning paper from the Village Store. Following milking there is 
the washing up, everything is left clean ready for the afternoon milking.

Then it is breakfast, usually 9ish, with fresh eggs and sometimes bacon. At the 
breakfast table, discussions about the day’s work, paperwork undertaken and on a 
farm there is always a great deal of office activity!. The telephone rings endlessly, 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
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leaving very little time to catch up with reading ‘The Farmer’s Weekly’, before it is 
off again to work.

During the summer months the cows are all out grazing on the moor below 
Wedmore. They are moved frequently from field to field, ocasionally on the road. A 
lovely sight in the Somerset countryside.

There is much to do at all times of the year, winter is feeding, cleaning out sheds, 
spreading manure, hedge cutting,fencing and, most important, caring for the livestock. 
Summer is haymaking, silage making and harvesting. Autumn apples are harvested 
and late spring time is good for a short holiday!

The daily work is seeing to all livestock on the farm, checking their condition and 
moving from field to field, for new grazing.

Calving in its peak is a twenty four-hour job and care and attention is vital for the 
wellbeing of cow and calf - and essential for the future of the dairy farm. The calves 
are reared on our farm in a open plan poly tunnel, light and airy and thermostatically 
controlled. The calves are fed on milk and gradually introduced to straw and luscious 
calf food. A healthy calf will ensure a productive, healthy and happy life.

The cows eat the grass in the fields and during the non growing seasons are fed with 
silage, still grass but harvested and stored for winter feed, fermented but providing all 
round nutrition to produce milk. Not all our cattle are milkers or followers growing 
into the future milk producers. There are beef calves reared and the British Friesian 
breed lends itself to dual purpose. All the calves are reared, bulls and heifers, and 
are sold in Somerset for beef.

Lunch is taken back at the farm, and is usually a ‘movable feast!’ Thankfully mum 
gets a warning of their estimated time of arrival! This is the main meal of the day and 
a good time to catch the farmer if you are a travelling salesman! Lunch is included 
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for all visitors. During harvest, meals are taken out in the field and it enables a break 
for all the labourers. Picnics in a hay field are a joy!

The work load of the farmer is made much heavier by continuous TB testing which 
involves extra staff and movement of cattle to the farm buidings. It actually upsets the 
cattle, but today it is a fact of farming life. And a thorn in its side as well!

After lunch another opportunity to do paperwork in the office, and now it is 
important to keep records and documents up to date, and keep all inspectors happy. 
Farm inspections are part of everday farm life and whether we like them or not it 
ensures standards are maintained and the consumer knows the high quality of products 
that are produced on our farms.

Before you know it it is time to get the cows in again for the afternoon milking, 
again up in the Landrover with the dog calling the cows in again. Same procedure, 
routine and procedure, but now the chat is about the evening activities which might 
be happening!

The return to the farm is not complete before a final check on the livestock. You 
almost hope that there isn’t a heifer just begining to think about calving! But that is 
the farming day, and we wouldn’t change it for the world!

Jean Tincknell

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore in Bloom
The loyal Wedmore in Bloom volunteers can relax a little this month 
after a busy summer of planting, watering and deadheading.

The tubs are now planted up for the spring display with tulips 
or daffodil bulbs and polyanthus in most of the tubs. We have chosen tulips and 
wallflowers by the Church and by the Village Hall.

The next Work Party will be on Saturday November 11 at 9.30am. Meet at the 
George as usual with brooms, dustpan and brush and refuse bags.

Andrea West

Wedmore Gardening Club
How quickly this year has gone as here I am writing about our 
Gardening Club meeting in November! On Tuesday 28 November 
we are thrilled to welcome Tara from Trug, our Wedmore flower and 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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accessories shop, giving a festive wreath-making demonstration. As you can imagine, 
Tara is a florist with a great deal of experience and artistic flair.

Our meetings start at 7.30 pm in the Masonic Hall. Both members and guests are 
welcome, so come along to get ideas for Christmas and see how the professional works.

Jean Windridge

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Roy Millward was the winner of 1st prize in the October draw, with his No. 25, 
winning £20, and 2nd prize, £10, went to Renee and Brian Blackburn, holding No. 
75. Congratulations to them.

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2017
Harvest Home 100 Club winners for September

• Winning £100 Jon Bethell
• Winning £50 Dave Tucker

Congratulations guys, cheques are on the way!

Isle of Wedmore Society
We returned from our Summer break with a good attendance for our September 
meeting with a most interesting talk by Suzie Wilkinson who represented the Charity 
FCN - The Farming Community Network or as it was called until a few years ago The 
Farm Crisis Network.

This older title gives the clue to the wonderful work this Christian organisation 
gives to the farming community in times of need, whether it be pastoral, financial or 
health problems, including depression.

Farming is often a lonely way of life with few people to talk to and share their 
problems.

Over the last 23 years the FCN in Somerset has grown from two volunteers to 38 
and they cover Somerset and the surrounding areas, but the common thread of all 
the volunteers is they are trained to listen to farmers’ problems in a confidential and 
non-judgemental way.

There is a national helpline which farmers can ring on 365 days a year. In Somerset 
there are four or five new cases each month and the network was very helpful during 
the dramatic floods on the levels in 2014.

We all learnt so much from Suzie’s talk and the evening finished with many varied 
questions which she answered with understanding and enthusiasm.

Chris Edwards, Speaker Secretary

I.T. for the Terrified
Started in 1999, it provides help with using computers, tablets, 
smartphones, cameras and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each 
informal session of two hours is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, 
in a relaxed and friendly way, usually using their own equipment. Our 
volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and fully understand 
that the use of modern technology can be daunting to the newcomer. Our aim is to 
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guide people to develop and advance their computer skills and knowledge so they 
get the most out of their chosen device. We can cover Windows, Macs, android phones, 
android tablets and iPads. If you need the use of one of our machines, please let us 
know as this can be arranged.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different trainers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, but we will arrange an appointment to suit 
both parties as quickly as we can.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 741751 as we will need to book an appointment 
for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, Church Street, 
Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Our basic change is £20 for the two hour session but please ask 
if there is more than one of you or you have any other requirements.

Appointments are essential and cost £20 for a two-hour session.
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a standard answer phone – please leave a message)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, 

Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308 : Company No. 06779600

Wedmore WI Report September 2017
A WI meeting with a difference – we met at Waitrose in Wells, for a tour 
behind the scenes. We all had to sign in and have ‘Visitor’ badges, and 
were escorted through the back of the shop and upstairs by a very friendly 
‘partner’. We were sat down, introduced to Rose, another partner, and 
offered a welcome drink of cava or apple and elderflower. The first 
item on our tour was an introductory video, shown to all new staff as 
well as guests, which gave a history of the company and explained the 
revolutionary approach to retailing developed by John Sedan Lewis. He was the son 
of John Lewis, who at the end of the 19th century owned the original John Lewis store 
in Oxford Street. John Sedan had a very well developed sense of fairness and thought 
that employees were not getting a fair deal when a handful of directors were paid a 
large proportion of the profits and the hundreds of staff had to share the remainder. 
The idea of a partnership came into being, with the only shareholders being employees, 
who all received a proportion of the profits along with the management. Waitrose is 
the food retailing part of the John Lewis Partnership.

After hearing a bit about the Wells store, some of us went on a tour of the out of 
sight parts of the store, while the other half sampled paté, cheese, olives, crackers 
and shortbread, all delicious. We learnt about the business of keeping shelves filled, 
how stock is locally sourced where possible, and the training that staff in different 
specialties receive. When it was our turn to do the tour, we were surprised to find how 
small the stockroom is and how little is stored on site. Deliveries are made twice daily, 
from the distribution depot at Bracknell, but not between the hours of 10pm and 7am.

Internet shopping is now a big part of retailing and we were shown the crates for 
orders and the chiller room for orders with perishable goods. Our final destination 

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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was the staff canteen, where hot breakfasts and lunches are served; Katie, taking us 
round, said it is not unknown for her to come in to have breakfast on her day off! We 
asked questions and were ourselves asked about the WI. On saying ‘it is a campaigning 
organisation’, we quickly got on to the subject of supermarket food waste. There are 
considerable efforts made to limit the amount of stock reaching its ‘use by’ date, 
including the information gained at the checkouts, which regulates what is ordered, 
and price reductions of stock on the shelves. In Wells, the deli counter closes 30 
minutes before closing time, which helps to limit waste. Packaging is much less than 
it used to be and all plastic and cardboard is recycled.

We left feeling we had learned a great deal about modern food retailing and were 
impressed by the enthusiasm of Rose and Katie for their work.

Our meeting in November is on Thursday 16, when we will hear the ‘Musings of a 
retired policeman’ from Barry Thomas. The competition is a ‘Guess the baby’ photo. 
Also in November is our visit to Burns the Bread on Wednesday 22; for information 
on that, contact Margaret Sim on 713536.

Cheddar Vale Lions – Senior Citizens Christmas Shopping and ‘Tree 
of Light’
The Club are arranging a Senior Citizens Shopping trip to Cheddar 
Garden Centre on the afternoon of Thursday 30 November. This is 
an annual event that has grown over the past few years and has been 
well supported by those from Cheddar and the surrounding villages.

The shopping trip starts with mince pies at the Garden Centre 
from 2pm. A coach is provided for those who do not have transport 
but this needs to be booked in advance with our Community Services Officer, Lyn 
Wood, on 843620. Lyn also needs to know attendance numbers before the event so 
that the refreshments can be ordered.

Alternatively, anyone can contact the Club on 0845 8337402, through the website: 
www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk or through the Facebook page: @cheddarvalelions.

The ‘Tree of Light’, now in its fifth year, has a change of venue for 2017. This year 
the lighting of the Tree will be at the Cheddar Garden Centre who have hosted the 
event before and continue to support the project. The Garden Centre is remaining 
open and light refreshments will be available. The Club are extremely grateful for 
their enthusiasm and help with this project, together with that from the Bath Arms 
who have hosted the event for the past couple of years.

The lighting of the ‘Tree’ and Dedication Ceremony will take place on Thursday 
7 December at 6.30 pm when those sponsoring a light will be invited to join us and 
reflect on the ones we are remembering at this busy time of year.

Christmas is often a time of reflection, and members of Cheddar Vale Lions 
Club are inviting you to remember loved ones by sponsoring the ‘Tree of Light’. The 
individual is sent a card in which the name of the person who is being remembered is 
handwritten. The sponsors are invited along to the lighting up ceremony in December.

The minimum donation asked is £5, and you can sponsor a light in memory of a 
loved one by completing a form. All the money raised by the Cheddar ‘Tree of Light’ 
will go back into the Cheddar Valley community.

http://www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk
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All those who have sponsored in the past will be contacted direct but anyone 
wishing to sponsor for the first time can pick up a sponsor form wherever you see a 
poster in Cheddar, Wedmore, Draycott, Shipham and Axbridge. Alternatively the 
form will be available to download from our website – www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk. 
Or contact us through Facebook @cheddarvalelions.

Cheddar Valley U3A
Our monthly talk on is by Weston Historian John Crockford-
Hawley. It is titled ‘A Resurgent Seaside - the regeneration 
of Weston-super-Mare’ and will take place on Thursday 2 
November, 2.00 pm for 2.30 pm at Cheddar Village Hall.

Thursday 16 November there will be a Meet & Greet Coffee 
Morning, 10.30 am to 12 noon at Cheddar Village Hall, visitors welcome.

Retired or semi retired? You can always come and see us upstairs in Cheddar 
Library on Monday mornings from 10.30 - 12 o’clock. More details on line, search 
for Cheddar U3A or ring 744241.

Geoff Farnie, 
Chairman Cheddar Valley U3A

Winscombe Branch RNLI
We thank all of you who supported us at the Michaelmas Fair 
on Saturday 9 September, the Coffee Morning on Tuesday 
19 September or the ‘Bucket Collections’ at Tesco Nailsea 
on 4 September and at Cadbury Garden Centre on the 30 
September; the total sum raised was £1,357. In addition, Tina 
and Kevin attended the RNLI Fishing Safety Stand at the ‘Bristol Skipper Expo 
International’ at Ashton Gate Stadium on Friday 8 September.

Walk Programme – West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 2 November
Strenuous circular walk 8.5mi from Monksilver. OS Map 
Ex OL9 ST073375. Start 10.00a.m. Park near Notley Arms. 
Contact Tony Strange Tel: 01934 733783/07415 517355 or 
anthonyestrange@gmail.com

Thursday 9 November
Moderate circular walk 6.5mi from Gooseham Mead. OS Map Ex 154 ST438639. Start 
12.30p.m. Park free CP. Contact Jenny Nicholas Tel: 01934 853639/07803 722878 or 
jennymr7@aol.com

Thursday 16 November
Moderate circular walk 10.8mi fro St Andrew’s Church, Backwell. OS Map Ex154 
ST493683. Start 10.00a.m. Roadside parking near church. Contact Kimberley Myers 
Tel: 01934 734608/07809 433627 or myersfamily@btopenworld.com

http://www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk
mailto:anthonyestrange@gmail.com
mailto:jennymr7@aol.com
mailto:myersfamily@btopenworld.com
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Thursday 23 November
Moderate circular walk 6.5mi from Glastonbury Market Cross. OS Map Ex 141 
ST498389. Start 12.30p.m. Local car parks. Contact Carol Jackson Tel: 01934 
733568/07979 354530 0r caj7599@btinternet.com

Thursday 30 November
Moderate circular walk10mi from Herriot’s Bridge. OS Map Ex 141 ST573582. Start 
10.00a.m. Park north end Herriot’s Bridge. Contact Vi Howley Tel:07711 662993 or 
vihowley@me.com

Tony Strange

Vera’s Verse for November
The Wild Day

It’s a wild day today
When the clouds in God’s Heaven

Go galloping by
And the poor birds

Are tossed about the sky.
It’s a day when passengers in planes

Will have a bumpy ride
And sailors out at sea

Will find a harbour in which to hide.
How can the fragile flowers

Withstand being savagely blown around
When enormous trees

Will come crashing to the ground.
It’s a day to watch the towering waves

Come boiling to the shore
And the bitter driving wind
Will chill you to the core.

Should we harness all this free power
To give us light and warm other homes?

On a wild day like today
It makes you wonder.

Vera Banwell

mailto:caj7599@btinternet.com
mailto:vihowley@me.com
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Weather Report for September 2017
RAINFALL Monthly total  89.8mm (3.54ins)
 30-year average 60.4mm (2.38ins)
 Wettest day (3rd) 12.4mm (0.49ins)
 No of dry days  8
 Last 3 months (Jul - Sep) 247mm (9.72ins)
 *Year ending 30 Sep 17  739mm (29.1ins)
 30-year annual average 796mm (31.3ins)
TEMPERATURES Maximum (4th) 21.5 °C  (70.7 °F)

 Minimum (16th) 3.0 °C  (37.4 °F)
 Number of air frosts  Nil
 Monthly average maximum  18.0 °C  (64.4 °F)
 30-year average maximum  19.2 °C  (66.6 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  9.4 °C  (48.9 °F)
 30-year average minimum  9.8 °C  (49.6 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall almost 50% above 30-year average. Daytime temperatures cooler than usual.

Denley Brown

Forthcoming Events
The 2017 Turnip Prize – Timetable

• Wednesday 1 November - commence accepting entries.
• Monday 21 November - closing date for entries.
• Tuesday 22 November - preliminary judging.
• Tuesday 5 December - final judging at The New Inn, 6.30pm.

Please find full details in the ‘News’ section.

PilogaFit – Wednesday 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 November
Wedmore Village Hall, 10.30 to 11.30 am.

Maturity Gang, Wedmore Dance – Thursday 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 
November
Wedmore Village Hall, 10.30 am to 12 noon.

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club, Bridge Section – Thursday 2, 9, 16, 23 
and 30 November
Our Winter Season opened on Thursday 5 October for approx. 26 weeks

This friendly club plays duplicate bridge with 18 to 24 boards at 2 pm. Last winter 
we averaged 7.5 tables but would welcome some new members who currently enjoy 
social bridge and would like to play once a week regularly in the winter.

If you require a partner or further details please contact Brian Moreton tel: 713854 
or email brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com

mailto:brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com
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Wedmore Arts Festival Safari Supper – Friday 3 November
In aid of the proposed raked seating in the Village Hall. Starts at Beggars Roost with 
drinks and canapés, followed by a delicious supper at various exotic 
locations around the Saxon Square!

Tickets £25 each (to include supper and wine) from Suzanne 
Metters on 712515.

St Mary’s Church Wedmore, Annual Charities’ Fair – Saturday 4 
November
Once again St Mary’s PCC is opening the church to various charities to give them an 
opportunity to sell their Christmas cards, calendars and gifts. This year the Fair will 
be on Saturday morning November 4 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. This is the 17th Fair 
and over the years it has raised thousands of pounds for a wide range of charitable 
causes. At the time of going to press, there are only a few stalls still available. If you 
wish to have a stall, (registered charities only), please telephone me on 712092.

Fairtrade coffee and cakes will be available to refresh you in between making 
your purchases. This is always a very happy occasion, so do come along and support 
your favourite charities.

Sue Burton, Co-ordinator

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club, Bridge Section – from 5 October
Our Winter Season opens on Thursday 5 October at 2.00 pm for approx. 26 weeks

This friendly club plays duplicate bridge with 18 to 24 boards. Last winter we 
averaged 7.5 tables but would welcome some new members who currently enjoy social 
bridge and would like to play once a week regularly in the winter.

If you require a partner or further details please contact Brian Moreton tel: 713854 
or email brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com

Green Wedmore – Monday 6 November
At The George at 8.00 pm.

Wedmore First School PTA, Raising Money with 
BAG2SCHOOL –Wednesday 8 until Friday 10 November
The Bag2school scheme is a really easy way for the PTA to raise some funds, just fill 
a bin bag with unwanted clothes and the PTA will receive a cheque directly based on 
the weight of all the clothes.....so the more clothes we can collect the more money 
the school will receive.

Furthermore, the items donated are sent to countries in Eastern and Western 
Europe, Africa and Asia.

Items accepted: Men’s, ladies’ and children’s clothes, paired shoes, handbags, 
hats, bags, scarves, belts, ties, jewellery, lingerie.

Items not accepted: Duvets, bedding, pillows, cushions, towels, dirty clothes, school 
uniforms, work uniforms.

You can drop your filled bin bags off at school anytime during school hours between 
Wednesday 8 November and Friday 10 November.

Amelia Hendry, Wedmore PTA

mailto:brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com
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International Penny Chuffin’ Competition – Friday 10 November
The International Penny Chuffin’ Competition will take place in The New 
Inn, Wedmore on Friday 10 November at 8pm. Entrance fee 50p per go! 
All money will be donated to Children in Need.

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 11 November
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 11 November
At the Borough Yard. There will be a range of produce - vegetables, cheese, bread, 
honey, etc, and it is also intended to have some craft stalls. Any potential stallholders 
wishing to participate are cordially invited to contact Mrs Judith Gould on 743432.

Club 50 – Programme for 2017
Date  Event  Venue / Destination
15 Nov  Meeting Masonic Hall - Speaker tbd
20 Dec  Christmas Lunch Masonic Hall

Pauline Lund, 732517

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 16 November
In the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm. We will hear about ‘The musings of a 
retired policeman’, from Barry Thomas. We will also have tea, coffee 
and biscuits with time to chat at the end of the meeting, a raffle, and 
the competition is a “Guess the Baby” photograph. On Wednesday 22 
November we have a trip to Burns the Bread in Glastonbury. If you would 
like more information, contact Margaret Sim on 713536

Kindred Charity Concert – Saturday 18 November
In Wedmore Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm. All proceeds from the evening will go 
to BIBIC, a fantastic local charity providing therapy that helps children and their 
families overcome difficulties they experience with conditions such as autism, sensory 
processing, Down’s syndrome, cerebral palsy, dyslexia and more. The evening will 
coincide with the launch of Kindred’s first studio album called ‘Our Tomorrow’ with 
all tracks having been written by the group. Kindred will donate 20% of all sales of 
the album to BIBIC. Tickets for the concert are £3 and available from Ian Scott on 
710683 or email iandscott@icloud.com.

Theale Flower Show Harvest Supper – Saturday 18 November
There will be a 3-course supper plus a glass of wine and we have been 
fortunate enough to persuade Trevor Prideaux to be the after dinner 
speaker!

Tickets will be £15 and to book please contact Lesley Luke 
on 713176/ lesleyluke@live.co.uk or Cathy Butterworth 712775/ 
cb@theconsultant.org

We will try to meet any special dietary requirements so please let us know when 
booking your ticket.

mailto:iandscott@icloud.com
mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org
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Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 23 November
The next monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm. The 
speaker will be Tom Wright, an ex Military Officer. Tom is a volunteer for ‘Excellent 
Development’ and, together with about 10 others, travelled to South East Kenya 
last year to observe and help in the building of special sand dams which conserve 
water for local communities. His talk will be entitled ‘The Virtuous Circle of Sand 
Dams’. Members free. 
Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits after the talk. There is no Society 
Meeting in December and the next one will be on Thursday 25 January 2018.
Contact: Ian Tomes, 710390

Wedmore Gardening Club Meeting 
– Tuesday 28 November
A demonstration on ‘Festive Wreath Making’ by Tara from Trug 
in the Masonic Hall.

Concert at Wedmore Methodist Church – 
Wednesday 6 December
The Annual Concert in aid of Children’s Hospice South West will start at 7.00 pm. 
Come and join us for an evening of entertainment – all participants give their time 
free for this very worthy Charity – ‘Making the most of short and precious lives’. No 
charge for admission and all donations will go directly to the Children›s Hospice South 
West. No expenses taken. Refreshments served after the concert (a small charge) and 
there will also be a Christmas Gift stall together with CHSW Charity cards and gifts. 
We look forward to seeing you again this year.

Wedmore Village Hall AGM – Thursday 7 December
At 6.00 pm in the Small Hall.

Somerset Singers Return to St Mary’s Wedmore for their Christmas 
Concert – Saturday 9 December

The Somerset Singers Christmas Concert will be ‘Elijah’ by 
Felix Mendelssohn at St Mary’s Church in Wedmore at 7.30pm. 
The Singers will be conducted by Guest Conductor Alison Blundell 
with the Lochrian Ensemble (Leader Catherine Black) and Soloists 
Emma Brain-Gabbot (Soprano), Maddie Perring (Soprano), Louise 
Mott (Contralto), Richard Rowntree (Tenor), Edward Grint (Bass). 

Tickets priced £14.00 will be available in advance from Wedmore 
Post Office and tel 843727 or 713271. Tickets priced £16.00 will be 
available on the door. 

Fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  f o u n d  o n l i n e  a t 
www.somersetsingers.co.uk

http://www.somersetsingers.co.uk/
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The Crossword: Number 7
By greendandelion

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Mark WI Meeting – Thursday 2 November
At the Church Hall, Vicarage Lane, Mark at 7.30 pm. Elizabeth Cottle will give a talk 
on ‘Mercy Ships’, a voluntary organisation providing medical care to the poorest 

pdfcrowd.com
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ACROSS:

1.  Agonised over pinpoint (8)
6.  Five hundred develop potential reason (6)
9.  Stick a notice in this place (6)
10.This opal supplies health benefits (8)
11.White container (8)
12.Imposed order (6)
13.A night bird is affected by these ladies clothes (6,6) 
14.To buy my French wine I drove in rain tipsily (3,9)
19.The first computer in the dictionary (6)
21.Would this kingless moron be amenable to sharing a 
little light (8)
23.London paper flag (8)
24.Valera uncovered a can of worms (6)
25.Songs that charity adds a footnote to (6)
26.It can hear a rook take off and deliver refreshment (5,3)

DOWN:

2.  In doing, I turn blue (6) 
3.  Judge. It’s stout with no entry (5)
4.  Started without a conclusion twice! (9)
5.  Creche, lone child hides rank (7)
6.  Tornado’s edge gave the right hit (5)
7.  Safe beer can (9)
8.  Man at it returns pancake (8)
13.Radicle waterway gets under the teeth (4,5)
14.I became embroiled with Ohio, poll of the populace (3,6)
15.Settle a side bet. 1 or 2 (8)
17.Restless comedian goes east to wander (7)
18.Friend took food, this improving the experience? (6)
20.Monarchs come and go (5)
22.Overall for some housewives (5

Answers at the rear of publication.
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countries from the world’s largest non-government floating hospital. Tea and 
homemade cakes will follow. Our friendly group welcomes new members and guests 
of all ages. Non-members entry £5 on the door.

Somerset Wildlife Trust – ‘A Wild Night Out’, with Chris Packham – 
Thursday 2 November
At 7.30pm, Westlands Theatre Yeovil. This is guaranteed to entertain 
and amaze as he takes an informative look at some of nature’s 
most popular and interesting species, Illustrated with his superb 
photographs from around the world and UK. More information can 
be found on our website: www.somersetwildlife.org/chrispackham

Cheddar Valley U3A Monthly Talk – Thursday 2 November
‘A Resurgent Seaside - the regeneration of Weston-super-Mare” by Weston Historian 
John Crockford-Hawley 2.00 pm for 2.30 pm Cheddar Village Hall.

Cheddar’s First Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces will be limited so book your free place before the rush! Bookings can be made 
in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Line Dancing Classes – Tuesdays
Come and try this new popular Line Dancing class, listen to a wide range of music, 
learn the low impact moves in a safe, friendly environment. If you or someone you 
know would like to come along, you won’t regret it, no previous experience necessary, 
moves are easy to follow (you can always just watch and enjoy the music)!

Classes are held at Highbridge Community Hall, Tuesdays at 2.30pm and cost 
just £4.00. Don’t put off any longer, make life healthier and happier. For further 
information phone 01823 345626 or email ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk.

Cheddar Valley U3A – Thursday 16 November
Meet & Greet Coffee Morning 10.30 am to 12 noon at Cheddar 
Village Hall, visitors welcome.

Cheddar Vale Lions – Senior Citizens Christmas 
Shopping and ‘Tree of Light’ – Thursday 30 November and 
Thursday 7 December
The Club are arranging a Senior Citizens Shopping trip to Cheddar 
Garden Centre on the afternoon of Thursday 30 November starting 
at 2 pm. A coach is provided for those who do not have transport 
but this needs to be booked in advance with our Community Services 
Officer, Lyn Wood, on 843620. Lyn also needs to know attendance numbers before 
the event so that the refreshments can be ordered.

Alternatively, anyone can contact the Club on 0845 8337402, through the website: 
www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk or through the Facebook page: @cheddarvalelions.

The lighting of the ‘Tree of Light’ and Dedication Ceremony will take place at the 
Cheddar Garden Centre on Thursday 7 December at 6.30 pm.

http://www.somersetwildlife.org/chrispackham
mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Pumpkin, Apple and Cider Soup 
(Serves 6)
It’s the time of year for a warm soup to share and this recipe hopefully 
‘hits the spot’, whether as a dinner party opening course or a casual 
supper. Pumpkins and apples should be in ready supply and with a 
good quantity of cider it is a proper Somerset dish.

Serve with plain crusty bread, garlic bread or maybe buttered cream cheese toast 
(grill thick slices of white farmhouse bread, spread with butter followed by your choice 
of cream cheese). Wash down with cider.

Ingredients
1.5kg pumpkin or butternut squash
200g bramley apples (about 1 medium)
150g eating apples (again, about 1 medium)
1 large onion
2 garlic cloves
40g butter
Sea salt and black pepper
½ tsp of allspice
½ tsp ground ginger
600ml chicken or vegetable stock
600ml dry cider

Method

1. Peel and deseed the pumpkin/squash and cut the flesh into chunks – you should 
have about 1kg prepared weight. Peel, core and roughly chop the apples. Peel and 
finely chop the onion. Peel and crush the garlic.

2. In a deep pan, fry the onion and garlic in the butter until soft which will take 3-4 
minutes. Season, stir in the spices, and fry for a minute more. Add the pumpkin/
squash and apple, cover and continue cooking for about 10 minutes. Add the stock 
and cider, bring just to the boil, then gently simmer for 20 minutes.

3. Blend the soup in batches for smoothness, check the seasoning, and warm through 
when ready to serve. For a dinner party you might like to add slices of eating apple 
lightly fried in butter.

Norma Teakle 
and Derek Logan
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The Garden in November
I have said before that it is about now that we can think of the gardening 
year starting all over again; pretty much all of the harvest is safely gathered 
in and a few of next year’s crops may already be in the ground. The summer 
just gone was a mixed one for gardeners. Although it was almost too hot 
at times for some plants, my experience was that the overall rather dull 
conditions led to a shortage of vegetables that required insect pollinators, 
such as marrows and courgettes and beans of various sorts. I have had (not personally) 
diseases associated with damp weather and warm dull conditions, such as potato blight 
and grey mould (botrytis). Roses were not defoliated by blackspot until later in the 
season, but did like the moist conditions and flowered well in September after dead-
heading the previous crop of flowers. The damp conditions also led to an upsurge in 
slug and snail activity in the latter part of the summer despite the fact that earlier in 
the year they had not been too bad.

Back to November; there is often some colour remaining in the garden now, 
especially if the weather has been fairly benign. I am writing this in mid-September as I 
am going away and will otherwise miss the deadline; the weather is still changeable and 
the last few nights have been rather cool; apparently night temperatures are set to rise 
but it going to get wetter again. We often find that by November fine days mean frost 
at night, which finish off some of the late flowering plants such as asters (Michaelmas 
daisies) and chrysanthemums; although the latter are not very fashionable these days, 
there are some, such as ‘Clara Curtis’ which come into flower very late, into October 
and last until there is significant frost.

As I said at the beginning, November is the end of one gardening year, but better 
thought of as the beginning of the next. Weather permitting, get the remains of last 
year’s crops cleared and the ground dug, so that when we do get cold weather it will 
break down the surface and help produce a friable seed bed for next year. This is 
particularly important if you garden on Axe Valley silty clay as many of us do in this 
area. Those who are on peat soils south of the Isle of Wedmore do not have this 
problem.

The clearing process will produce a lot of waste material, much of which can 
be composted, but unless you use a shredder, the more woody material will take 
a long time to rot. A bonfire is still a useful way of disposing of such material, 
provided you look out for hibernating creatures and don’t annoy your neighbours. 
Bonfires are not illegal, provided the material being burnt originated on site; but 
do not burn plastics as they can cause serious pollution. Burning material that 
can be composted is a waste of a useful resource; if you cannot do it successfully, 
have a green wheelie-bin and send it off to be composted and then buy back the 
well rotted material. The contractor’s composting theoretically takes place at high 
enough temperatures to destroy weed seeds (although I have heard complaints 
that it does not) and diseased material, which is often not the case with home-
made compost.
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This is still a good time to move plants, both shrubs and herbaceous; there should 
still be enough warmth in the ground to encourage a certain amount of root growth 
before the winter. Bare rooted material (both hedging and fruit) will be available from 
nurseries and garden centres now and should be put in as soon as possible, but not 
if the ground is frozen; keep the roots moist until planting conditions are right. The 
latest of the bulbs can still be planted, e.g. tulips, and in the vegetable garden, garlic 
and over-wintered onion sets. Seed of broad beans can be sown, the usual variety 
used at this time is Aquadulce Claudia.

If you have a lot of half-hardy patio plants in containers they should be in the 
greenhouse or conservatory if you have room, but if they have to stay outside, insulate 
them well with bubble wrap or fleece and try to keep the worst of the wet weather off 
them, as it is often a combination of cold and damp that kills them.

Winter pruning of fruit trees can begin as soon as the leaves are off and can continue 
until bud-burst, at the end of February or thereabouts. Do not, however, prune plum 
trees during the winter as this may lead to infection with the fungal disease, silver-leaf, 
with its spores entering through the cut stems.

‘Treated’ bulbs need about eleven weeks in the dark before they will flower 
properly, so it is already too late to have them ready for Christmas, unless you buy 
them in the garden centre already growing. However, it is the right time to start off 
the giant amaryllis, which always remind me of old fashioned telephones, perhaps I 
should have one manufactured.

Lawns should be reasonably dormant by now, but may still require the occasional 
cut if the weather remains mild.

Well I have run out of space again and by the next time I write we shall be thinking 
about Christmas.

Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
This will return in December

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club News
Finals Day
Club finals day was held on Saturday 16 September and, thanks to great weather, all 
finals were completed.

The matches started with the Ladies’ Singles final between Victoria Sweet and 
Jenny Fitzpatrick, many great rallies ensued but Victoria prevailed 6-3 6-2 by holding 
her serve and playing consistently.
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The Boys’ Singles followed between Daniel Dor (17) and Charlie Ruffell (9). Dan’s 
power and strength of serve told on the much younger Charlie, congratulations to 
Dan and well played.

The Ladies’ Doubles final was between Charlotte Wright and Elaine Steckler 
against Vicky Tinney and Sandra Evans. Charlotte and Elaine won the first set easily, 
the second set was more contested but Charlotte and Elaine were the winners 6-0 6-3.

The Men’s Singles finals were between Matt Drew and Ben Wylie. It was a high 
class match closely contested between the two who appeared to be very evenly matched. 
The score was 7-5 3-6 and then Ben won the championship on a tie break ten points 
to seven. It was a great match and an exciting finish.

The Men’s Doubles final was between Baz Attiwell and Michael Gill versus Steve 
Randall and Jason Jones. This match also ended in a tie break 10 to 8 after the first 
two sets were shared 3-6 6-3. Some great rallies throughout.

The final match of the day was Mixed doubles, Jason Jones and Liz Randall versus 
Nicky Attwood and Michael Gill. Winners were Jason and Liz.

Sadly  the  Gir l s ’ 
Singles could not be 
staged as half of the 
players were attending 
a  D of  E weekend 
away. Congratulations 
to Charlie Beeson for 
reaching the final in her 
half and she thoroughly 
deserves her trophy.

M a n y  t h a n k s 
to  a l l  compet i to r s 
for taking part and 
providing some great 
entertaining matches 
f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
5 0  s p e c t a t o r s  w h o 
thoroughly enjoyed 
the day together with 
a barbecue lunch plus 
great cakes etc.

Many  thanks  to 
S a n d r a  a n d  D a v i d 
Evans for organising 
the barbecue, food and 
drinks. Also Alison 
and Dick Campion 
for salads and running 
the barbecue, Diana 
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Pearman for obtaining the wine, and Henry Nevill, Susan Cunningham, Clive Ross, 
Jo Cooper and Olivia Evans for umpiring and helping.

Charity match
Very well done to Jenny Fitzpatrick, Jo Attiwell and Diana Pearman for taking part in 
the charity match at Lansdown Tennis Club, Bath. £1000 was raised for the Dorothy 
House Foundation.

On a slightly different note, many congratulations to Jackie Scriven who keeps 
our clubhouse clean and tidy, we have discovered she has hidden talents and it has 
been noted that she won four trophies at the Theale flower show.

Joanna Cooper

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Writing this at the end of the outdoor bowling season, Wedmore 
men have recorded their best ever results across three leagues. In 
their last game in the County League Premier Division 2, Wedmore 
A were lying in first place before playing an away match against 
the second placed team, Street. Wedmore won two rinks from three 
with scores of 24-17 and 24-19. With the third rink losing by a close 18-22, Wedmore 
won the match 66-58 finishing as League Champions on 90 points with Street in 
second place on 79 points.

Premier League Division 2 Champions
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Wedmore are promoted to Premier Division 1 and next season will be playing at 
the highest Somerset level for the first time in the club’s history. Wedmore B play in 
the Second Division North of the Somerset League. In their last game they were away 
to Ashcombe B. The Wedmore men won one rink by one shot after scoring 3 on the 
last end. In a reversal of fortunes, the second rink dropped five shots on the last end 
to lose by just one shot. A loss of 13-28 on the third rink gave Ashcombe the game 
by 56-71. Despite this loss, Wedmore B finished one place above the relegation zone 
on 47 points with the team below on 41 points.

In the Clevedon and District over 60s League, Wedmore men were again in top 
position going into their last match. This was played at home against West Backwell. 
Wedmore won five from six rinks recording a comfortable 133-80 win and finishing 
as League Champions. Wedmore also reached the final of the C&D League cup. 
Having previously won the C&D Charity cup in August, a final success would have 
seen Wedmore recording a clean sweep of all three competitions as they did last 
season. The final was played against Portishead on their own green; the venue having 
been chosen before the season started. Wedmore got off to a steady start and were 
seven shots up overall after seven ends had been played. Unfortunately, a violent 
storm flooded the green and prevented the match being completed. This final will 
now be played early next season.

Steve Wilkinson and Ron Barron with the winners from Clevedon BC.

Last year, Wedmore men were relegated to Division 2 in the Weston and District 
over 60s League. Steady play throughout this season saw the team in a comfortable 
position and they were assured of promotion back to Division 1 before the last few 
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matches were completed. Wedmore finished as Champions on 201 points, clear of 
Portishead in second place on 194 points.

Last season’s men’s pairs winners, Ron Barron and Steve Wilkinson, have been 
playing in the Clevedon and District Champion of Champions men’s pairs competition. 
After wins in three previous rounds, they played Dave Watts and Richard Withers 
of Clevedon Bowling Club in the final held at Congresbury B C. The Wedmore pair 
took an early lead and were ahead 10-5, but as the light faded on a dark evening, the 
Clevedon pair came back. With the score tied after 12 ends it was decided to restrict 
the match to 16 ends. With the jack hardly visible across the green, Ron and Steve 
could not get back in the game and the Clevedon pair won 19-10.

Wedmore players have been taking part in club competitions throughout the 
summer. The finals of these were played on the weekend of 9 and 10 September. A 
full list of winners and runners up is given below.

Men’s 4 wood Singles: Winner D Nicholls 
 Runner Up A Birch
Ladies’ 4 wood Singles: Winner Pam Beard 
 Runner Up Barbara Disbrey
Open 4 wood Singles: Winner R Barron 
 Runner Up A Birch
Men’s 2 wood Singles: Winner A Birch 
 Runner Up R Newell
Ladies 2 wood Singles: Winner Ann Hughes 
 Runner Up Trish Newell
New Winners: Winner D Skelton 
 Runner Up Joan Hunt
Over 70s: Winner R Newell 
 Runner Up A Birch
Men’s Pairs: Winners T Shepherd & R Newell 
 Runners Up R Bull & P Smith
Ladies’ Pairs:  Winners Ann-Marie Wilkinson & Trish Newell 
 Runners Up Pat Jenkins & Pam Beard
Mixed Pairs: Winners Pat Jenkins & K Burt 
 Runners Up Joan Hunt & R Grant
Family Pairs: Winners Ann & Roger Hughes 
 Runners Up Margaret & Ron Barron
The last big event on the outdoor green saw the Captains Audrey and Alan Birch 

hosting club members for an afternoon of bowling followed by a delicious tea. Bowling 
moves indoors at the end of September. In preparation for this, the club held two 
very successful taster days on the weekend of 23 and 24 September. New members 
are always welcome and regular coaching sessions will be arranged for inexperienced 
bowlers.

Sandra Moss
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Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
September this year saw the culmination of all the summer knockout 
competitions, with most finals taking place on Finals Day. The Men’s 
Singles is played over 36 holes but went to the very last of these before 
Terry Clark pulled back an early 3-hole deficit to beat Jon Thompson 
2up. The Seniors’ Singles also went the whole distance with Chris Donald 
fighting back to edge out Dave Hollingdale 1up. The Ladies’ Silver Singles 
was not quite as tight but Chris Simpson was fighting back hard before going down 
3&2 to Shirley Gooding.

The Ladies’ Bronze Division though produced yet another tight finish with June 
Smith and Barbara Fell playing a nervy final hole with June holding on for a single 
hole victory. The largest margin came in the final match of the day when in the Mixed 
Greensomes Joan Peck and Jim Gray moved into an early lead which Vera Ireland 
and Brian Webber were unable to challenge, losing 5&4. Earlier in the month there 
was a high quality and exciting match for the Ladies’ Pairs title which saw Liz Hill 
and Louise Allen just get the better of Cathy Olive and Saybria Sims by 2&1 whilst 
in an even closer match it took two extra holes before Ian Robson could claim the 
Seniors’ Plate final from Brian Webber. The Men’s Pairs final was yet another close 
match with Tony Rymell and Mark Higginbottom just seeing off the challenge from 
Daryl Cornelius and John Wormald.

Shirley Gooding and Chris Simpson receiving their trophies from the Club Captains

It was a busy month for the Ladies, starting with an Open Bowmaker when 
over 160 ladies from far and wide took part. It was appropriate that a mixed team 
consisting of three Wedmore players, Judy Brooking-Clark, Sue Edwards and Glynis 
Slater playing with Diane Ramsay from Wells took first place with 84 points but 
only on countback from a team from Long Sutton made up of Sarah Uzzell, Eliza 
Vail, Bridget Caddy and Gill Edwards. Carol Lewis, Lesley Moore, Julie French and 
Aileen Robertson were third with 82 points on a day blessed by almost unbroken 
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sunshine. The following week they were off to Oake Manor for their Away Day 
and played a mixture of Greensomes and Four Ball Better Ball which produced a 
blanket finish across the top three teams, all of whom scored 37 points. It therefore 
came down to scores on the back nine to secure a win for Annya Patten and Marie 
Mackle and scores on the final two holes to give the runners-up spot to Jenny Brown 
and Linda Roberts with Maggie Morris and Ruth Person taking third place.

The month finished up with their Autumn Meeting which was unfortunately hit 
by rain and wind but as usual some players made light of the conditions. Mary-Lou 
Denny in particular defied the weather to beat her handicap in scoring 38 points 
to claim the Allington Cup as overall winner. She was chased home by two lower 
handicap players with Marlyn Jackson finishing as overall runner-up on 35 and 
Annya Patten taking the Tarry Cup for silver division on 33. Pam Berry took the 
fourth trophy on offer winning bronze division and the Committee Cup with 31. 
Second and third places in silver went to Saybria Sims and Ronnie Follenfant with 
the equivalent places in bronze going to Liz Sims and Audrey Cowlin. The sun came 
out for the afternoon Bowmaker over 9 holes which saw Wendy Lucas, Esme Gulliver 
and Jenny Brown beat Gina Falcon, Hazel Gough and Sarah Matthews on countback 
with both scoring 34.

Prizewinners at the end of the Captains’ Weekend

September is the month for the Captains’ weekend, two days of competition 
starting with the Captains’ Cup, a Stableford competition with trophies for best men 
and women both competing in two divisions. There were a good number of ladies 
playing and two excellent rounds to clinch the trophies. Caroline Patterson won the 
bronze division for the Alison Dodkin Cup with 35 points, a score that was matched 
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by Shirley Gooding to win the Hilary Crandon Cup in silver division. Captain Saybria 
Sims was next best score with 31 followed by Claire Biggs and Vera Ireland.

In the Men’s division best score of the day came from Richard Macarthur, 42 points 
to win the Ray Dodkin Cup in division 1. This was one better than Dale Worthington 
who was another shot ahead of Ben Barwell. Brian Webber won the Chris Donald 
Cup in division 2. His score of 39 was 2 better than Greg Speller and Ian Bunn.

Sunday is usually given over to a more light hearted competition but this 
year saw a re-run of the Open Week Texas Scramble which was abandoned due 
to heavy rain. More rain over the weekend meant the course was playing long 
although still in great condition. The top three teams all managed to come in 
under 60 nett. Mike Garbutt, Tom Bennett, Bill Lander and Andy Ratcliff took 
third place on 59.9 which was just 0.3 of a shot behind the runners-up, Janet and 
Ian Robson, Bobby Jones and Sean Gray. Best score of the day though came from 
Ian Williams, Andy Favell, Chris McKinley and Tom Smith, a gross score of 66 
equating to a nett score of 59.

Tony Biggs

Church News
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Communion is celebrated most Wednesdays at 9.45am
Sunday 5 4 Before Advent 10.30am Parish Communion
    6.00pm Movement Youth Worship
Sunday 12 3 Before Advent/ 10.15am Remembrance Service
  Remembrance  6.00pm Start the Week
Sunday  19 2 Before Advent 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
    10.30am Family Communion
Sunday 26  Christ the King  10.30am  No Service

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 5 4 Before Advent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  12 3 Before Advent/ Remembrance No Service
Sunday  19 2 Before Advent  9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 26 Christ the King 9.00 am No Service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 5 4 Before Advent  11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  12 3 Before Advent 11.00 am Remembrance Service
Sunday  19 2 Before Advent 11.00 am Parish Communion
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Sunday 26 Christ the King 11.00 am Patronal Service

Allerton Church
Sunday  5 4 Before Advent 9.00 am Family Service
   3.00 pm All Souls Service
Sunday  12 3 Before Advent/Remembrance No Service
Sunday  19 2 Before Advent  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 26 Christ the King  9.00 am No Service
   6.00 pm Start the Week

Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 21st November the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.
Timings of the route are as follows:

10.30 am  Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer  Clive Weare House
11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30 am  Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton  On the corner next to Hill View Farm
11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham  On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand   Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley  Court Farm Cottages
1.00 pm Bagley  Bagley Baptist Church
1.10 pm Theale  Christchurch
1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Parish Registers
Weddings
Congratulations go to:
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Piers and Alison (nee Smith) Tincknell of Bristol (Piers formerly of Wedmore) whose 
wedding took place at St Mary’s Church on 23 September 2017.

Baptisms
Welcome to the following baptized into God’s church recently:

Tillie Whittaker, daughter of Nick and Lana of Back Lane, Chapel Allerton who 
was baptised in Allerton Church on Sunday 1 October.

Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Pamela East of 5 Saxon Way, aged 81, who died on 19 September 2017 and whose 
funeral was held at St Mary’s on Monday 2 October 2017.

Remembrance Sunday
Will be commemorated, as usual, with special services at St Mary’s and Christchurch 
on 12 November. At St Mary’s we begin in church at 10.15 a.m. (please note the 
time – it’s the same as last year, but ¼ hour earlier than the usual Sunday service at 
St Mary’s) before moving to the war memorial for 11.00 am. The service at Theale 
will begin at 11.00 am.

Armistice Day itself, 11 November
Will be marked with a ceremony, including two minutes silence, at the War Memorial 
beginning at shortly before 11.00 am. All are welcome to this.

There is a lovely memorial in Christchurch Theale to Stephen Millard who was 
killed in action at the battle of Cambrai on 30 November 1917. During this month 
of remembrance and to mark the 100th anniversary of his death there will be an 
evening of music, readings and some hymns on Thursday 30 November at 6.30 pm 
in Christchurch, Theale. There will also be a little display about Stephen Millard.

Advent
The first weekend in December sees the beginning of Advent, the time in the 
church’s year for preparing ourselves to receive our Lord Jesus when he comes, 
both at Christmas in human form and at the end of time in glory. Advent Sunday, 3 
December, will be marked in the evening when St Mary’s will move from darkness to 
light during the Advent Carol Service at 6.00 pm. This is a particularly moving service 
in which the theme of the coming of the light of Christ is invoked with hymns, music 
and readings appropriate to the Advent season.

St Mary’s Christmas Fayre
St Mary’s once again invites you all to the annual Christmas Fayre on Saturday 2 
December between 9.30 am and 12.00 noon. There will be all the usual stalls, singing 
from pupils of Wedmore First School Academy and the Coffee Shop will be open 
throughout.

Christchurch Theale Name Day
Christchurch Theale are putting on some special events to mark their name day 
(Christ the King) which is marked this year on the last Sunday of November. The 
church will be decorated from Saturday 18 November onwards for a special flower 
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festival to coincide with Theale café that day. Then the following Saturday 25 
November the church will be offering a simple three-course lunch with wine in the 
village hall followed by an organ recital in church given by Liam Davies. Lunches 
will be available from 12.30 pm and tickets (£12.50 for lunch and recital or £7 for 
simply the recital only) for this event can be bought from Elizabeth Coulter (712144) 
and Mary Hatch (712842). The church will still be full of flowers that weekend 
and on Sunday 26 November the church will be holding a celebration Communion 
Service to which all are welcome. In addition, old registers of baptisms, marriages 
and burials will be on display on both Saturday 18 and Saturday 25 November and 
available for people to look at.

Messy Church - Saturday 18 November 3.00 - 5.00 pm at St Mary’s
• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, 

to reflect a God of creativity and to give people a 
chance to play together.

• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by 
eating  together

• is returning to the Isle of Wedmore on Saturday
 18 November 3.00 pm-5.00 pm in St Mary’s church

The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based 
around the theme ‘remember me’, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the 
family, whether or not you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and 
invitations later in the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know 
more or look at www.messychurch.org.uk/

Movement Youth Worship
On Sunday 5 November at 6.00 pm St Mary’s will be delighted to be playing host again 
to another Youth Worship event together with the organisation Movement. This is 
an opportunity aimed at young people aged 15 to 24 to join together from churches 
across the area to worship and have some teaching about the Christian faith. With a 
very good band and speaker, lights, big screens and free cakes and Pepsi it continues 
to prove a popular venue for young people to meet. Other dates are 4 March and 6 
May. Look at www.wearemovement.net for further details.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30 am, Morning service. Groups for 3-15s. 
Every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00 noon is our really popular ‘Coffee With A View.’ 
Come for coffee and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. We have good parking and 
wheelchair access.

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
http://www.wearemovement.net
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November is Operation Christmas Child shoebox month!
Please see main section of IOW News for details of how you be part of this project. 
We have various Bible studies and youth groups which we’d love to tell you about! 
For details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 / 713267

Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk 
or come & see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday  1  10.30am
Sunday  8  10.30am
Sunday  15  10.30am
Sunday  22  10.30am
Sunday  29  10.30am

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services: 6.30pm
Sunday School: 10.30am

Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30am to 1.00pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30am to 6.00pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times. These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are 
dedicated to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Extended hours surgeries are held:

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of doctors.
Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or visit 
/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or visit 
the NHS 111 website.

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell 
for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. Surgery 
telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for 
everyone, travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater 
(Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and 
Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a 
personal taxi service. You get on and off wherever you 
tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside 
your own house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, 
then fares compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving 
money on fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is 
only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Thelma Jenkins Jones 710467

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759

http://www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk
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Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
Burnham-on-Sea - Highbridge - Wedmore - Wookey - Wells - Wookey Hole Mendip Community Transport

Mondays to Fridays from 6 March 2017 - No service on Saturday/Sunday/Public Holidays 67

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1045 1305

Burnham-on-Sea, Old pier Tavern 0922 1050 1310

Highbridge George Hotel 0930 1058 1318

East Huntspill, School 0937 1105 1325

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 0945 1113 1333

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0953 c 1121 c 1341 c

Wedmore, The Borough dep 0742 0955 1125 1345

Henton, Post Office 0752 1005 1135 1355

Wookey Holmlea 0756 1009 1139 1359

Wells, Coronation Road 0802 1015 1145 1405

Wells Bus Station 0809 1022 1152 1252 1412 1500 1715

Wells, The Blue School 0817

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 1028 1158 1258 1418 1506 1721

Wookey Hole 0824 1033 1203 1303 1423 1511 1726

Wookey Hole 0825 0912 1035 1205 1305 1425 1515 1730

St.Cuthbert's Avenue 0830 0917 1040 1210 1310 1430 1520 1735

Wells, The Blue School 1535

Wells Bus Station 0836 0923 1046 1216 1316 1436 1526 1543 1741

Wells, Coronation Road 0930 1053 1323 1550 1747

Wookey Holmlea 0936 1059 1329 1556 1753

Henton, Post Office 0940 1104 1333 1600 1757

Wedmore, The Borough arr 0950 c 1114 c 1343 c 1610 1807

Wedmore, The Borough dep 1000 1125 1350

Mark, The Packhorse Inn 1010 1135 1400

East Huntspill School 1019 1144 1409

Highbridge George Hotel 1026 1151 1416

Burnham-on-Sea, Old Pier Tavern 1036 1201 1426

Ben Travers Way, Tesco 1041 1206 1431

c Guaranteed connection

Highlighted section = trip operated by Crosville Motor Services

Crossword 7 Answers
Across: 1. diagnose 6.deduce 9.adhere 10.eggshell 12.diktat 13.riding 
habits 16.vin ordinaire 19.abacus 21.moonbeam 23.standard 24.larvae 
25.psalms 26.China tea

Down: 2.indigo 3.guess 4.open-ended 5.echelon 6.dosed 7.drinkable 
8.chapatti 13.root canal  14.hoi polloi 15.diabetes 17.nomadic 20.shahs 
22.burka
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1 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
3 - Fri Wedmore Arts Festival Safari Supper 7.00pm starts at Beggars Roost 

Blackford Harvest Home AGM 8.00pm Blackford VH 
Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Barefoot Fiddler 7.30pm The Panborough Inn

4 - Sat Wedmore Annual Charities’ Fair 10-12.30pm St Mary’s Church
6 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 

Green Wedmore meeting  8.00pm The George Inn 
Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut

7 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

8 - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Blackford Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH

10 - Fri International Penny Chuffin’ Competition 8.00pm The New Inn
11 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom work party 9.30am The George Inn 

Wedmore Farmers’ Market and Craft Fair 9am-1pm Borough Mews
13 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
14 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH
15 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms, Grants Lane
16 - Thu Wedmore WI - talk by Barry Thomas 7.30pm Masonic Hall
17 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Songs of doom & despair 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
18 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH 

Theale Flower Show Harvest Supper 7.30pm Theale VH 
Kindred Charity Concert 7.30pm Wedmore VH

19 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church 
Theale Flilm Club - The Graduate (first released 1967) 6.30pm Theale VH

20 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
21 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
22 - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 

WI visit to Burns the Bread 7 - 9pm
23 - Thu IOW Society Meeting - Speaker Tom Wright 7.30pm Masonic Hall
24 - Fri Wedmore Neighbourhood plan 3 - 8pm Wedmore VH 

Limelight Night - Open Mic at the Swan 8.00pm The Swan
27 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
28 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn 
IOW Gardening Club -festive wreath demo by Tara 7.30pm Masonic Hall

30 - Thu The Panto That Goes Wrong 7.30pm Wedmore VH

What’s On in the Parish November 2017
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane 07977 414799 
    Lisa 07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group  2 - 4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance  4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick  01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Sue Freeman 01934 741861 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre  
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15 1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 07753 941341 
Yoga 10.30am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Yoga 11.30am Masonic Hall  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Bridge 2.00pm IOW Golf Club  Brian Moreton 01934 713854 
    brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre 
    ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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