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Editorial

A hearty welcome to the May edition, Number 461.
I started the April editorial by expressing hope that you would be reading that
edition in some decent sunshine. As it turned out to be a really dismal and cold Easter
Weekend I will refrain from making any such aspirations about the weather in future.
Further to the announcement that the Isle of Wedmore News will make cash grants
this year to Wedmore in Bloom, the Wedmore Tuesday Club and Hugh Sexey’s School,
I am delighted to announce that the Wedmore Arts Festival will also be receiving an
amount, taking the total given to almost £2500 as I write. With a revised deadline
of 30 April for any remaining applications, I hope this figure will increase and I will
report any further donations in the June Editorial.
So May is here with two Bank Holidays, new tiered seating at the Village Hall,
the Wedmore Arts Festival and a Royal Wedding to look forward to. So as always,
I hope everyone can find something to enjoy and appreciate. A warm thank you to
those who made a contribution to this edition.

Bill Sutton

Front Cover

A photo of St Mary’s Church, Wedmore. You can climb the church tower on Monday
7 May to get a view over the whole of Wedmore and the surrounding area. For more
information take a look at the ‘What’s On’ section.
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News
Parish Council Business

At the March meeting, the members were informed that the play areas at Theale and
Blackford needed remedial work to bring them up to standard but there was an urgent
need for volunteers to sit on the Management Committees. If no-one was prepared
to come forward then the future of both play areas would be in jeopardy. (Anyone
interested please contact the Parish Clerk).

Annual Parish Assembly

This was a well-attended meeting held at the end of March where Suzie Wilkinson
was presented with the Henry Butt Trophy and three local students, Lizzie Arnold,
Lily Hewett and Iona Neill were awarded cheques and certificates from the Hervey
Trust Fund. The guest speaker was the recently appointed CEO of Sedgemoor District
Council, Allison Griffin. Mrs Griffin gave an interesting presentation on her role within
the District Council, where she has worked for 27 years and the aspirations of the
Council which aims to keep council tax low and to become more ‘customer-focused’.

Dog Mess

Almost every morning a large dog is loose in The Borough and leaves ‘deposits’ in
the memorial garden next to Borough Venture. If anyone can assist by naming the
owner of this dog, I would be pleased to know!
Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore, Somerset BS284EA,
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Late Alfred James Bracher (Jim)

Barbara and family would like to thank everyone for their kindness, lovely messages
and donations to the Royal British Legion in memory of Jim who passed away so
suddenly at home on 10 December 2017. He was a wonderful husband, father,
grandfather and great grandfather. Married for nearly 65 years to Barbara, of which
28 were spent in Wedmore. Jim was one of the early members of Wedmore Bowls
Club and also played in Spain where he used his bowls for the last time at 88 years.
We would also like to thank Burnham Funeral Services and the Isle of Wedmore
Golf Club and make a correction to the Parish Registers as his funeral took place at
Mendip Crematorium in Shepton Mallet not St Mary’s, Wedmore.
(Editor’s Note: My apologies to the Bracher Family this article should have appeared in
the March Edition).

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers

Music in Mind will take place on the following dates: 14 May, 4 June and 18 June,
commencing at 2.15pm.
Stella Moore
Registered Music Therapist HCPC
01934 732282
May 2018
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The Farming Community Network (FCN)

It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN
Helpline; 03000 111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year.
FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan

The Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan is starting to take shape.
We intend to publish a ‘Working Draft’ version on the 11 May
2018 and comments will be welcome for three weeks (until
1 June). The full draft text and plans will be available on the
website (www.wedmore.online) from 11 May 2018. In addition, the proposed ‘vision’,
objectives and draft policies can be viewed in the Parish Room on the following days
Friday 11 May (3 pm to 7 pm)
Saturday 12 May (10 am to 1 pm)
Tuesday 15 May (6 pm to 9 pm).
Once we have your comments, we will prepare the formal plan which will be the subject
of a statutory six-week period of consultation this summer. Your comments will then
be considered by an independent Inspector who will decide whether the plan needs
to be modified before being the subject of a Parish Referendum next year.
Bob Sellwood
(Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee)

Wedmore Street Fair

The Wedmore Street Fair will be held on Saturday 7 July 2018 from 10am to 4pm.
The theme this year reflects on and celebrates 100 years since the end of World War 1.
Please complete the booking form inside the back cover if you would like a stall.

Wedmore Harvest Home Fundraiser and Social night

Mouse racing at the Wedmore Village Hall on 9 June. Tickets are £10
with food and first pint is free, or £10 on door, no food. Doors open
at 7pm with races starting promptly at 7.30pm. There will be sponsor
packages available soon. For more information please contact Julie
on juwilcox3@outlook.com. We hope to see you there!

Wedmore Harvest Home Business Directory

Wedmore Harvest Home are pleased to announce that we are running our successful
Business Directory again. All adverts will be printed in full colour, 1000 directories
printed and distributed during July to local businesses and on our event day, Friday
17 August 2018.
The adverts are in four sizes, with four prices to suit all businesses: £25, £50, £100
or £200 per advert.
We will need the artwork in PDF and all monies in the account no later than May.
Invoices will be sent to each company and proof of advert will be available on request.
Please support this local event and it’s another way to advertise your business. If
you would like to advertise with us, please contact Sarah on 07884017560.
4
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Wedmore Village Hall

Have you been into the Village Hall recently? If so, I hope you have admired the
newly sanded floor along with the freshly painted badminton lines. This has been
done as part of a general upgrade and overhaul of the hall to make it an even better
venue to use. The sanders took three days to remove the grime that had accumulated
over many years and then to polish it and put a lasting varnish on it bringing it back
to the splendid oak floor that you now see. Also, in order to maintain the floor in its
renovated state we have purchased a scrubber/drier to clean the floor weekly.
You may also have noticed the Snug floor has been re-floored with ceramic tiles,
making for a more practical environment in that it is a great deal easier to clean than
carpet tiles which were there before and had become very stained. This was largely
funded by the Real Ale Festival to whom we are very grateful.
As you receive this edition of the Wedmore News the retractable raked seating
will be being installed. This facility will have 51 seats and will greatly enhance the
viewing enjoyment for those seated to the rear of the hall. The total number of seats
in the hall will not be reduced as the number of seats will be increased elsewhere.
Considerable fund raising has been necessary to finance this project though we were
lucky enough to succeed with an application to Sedgemoor DC for £10,000; the balance
has come from the Wedmore Theatre, the Wedmore Arts Festival and local
sponsorship. Additionally the Parish Council kindly agreed to advance payment of
their annual precept to the Village Hall. Many thanks to them for making this possible.

We are also now embarking on a deep clean of the entire hall which is due to
be done towards the end of April. This will then allow our regular cleaner to get to
grips with the weekly cleaning and hopefully mean no further deep clean is required!
There are a number of other projects on our list but inevitably we need to prioritise
and seek funding for most of these. Such projects include redecoration of the Main
May 2018
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Hall and entrance lobby, a modernisation of the Snug with a lowered ceiling and
down lights, some new surfaces and cupboards for the kitchen. The list goes on!
Whilst these are nice to have improvements we still need to ensure maintenance of
the fabric of the building itself; for instance in the last couple of months several tiles
came crashing to the ground and needed replacing (the result of Storm Eleanor) and
a section of guttering fell away!
We are very happy to hear from hall users of any aspects of the venue that could
be enhanced though with such a lengthy list it may not be top of the list for some time.
Simon C Tomes
Chairman, Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee.

Make a Name for Yourself in the Village Hall!

Put your name on one of the seats before they all get taken… Last chance to help
pay for the superb new raked seating in the hall. A donation of £30 will buy a plaque
with YOUR name on it for one of the seats.
Donations can be sent in the first instance to Suzanne Metters at Beggar’s Roost,
BS28 4AD, stating clearly what name you would like to see on your seat. Cheques
payable to ‘Wedmore Arts Festival’. Please ring Suzanne on 01934 712515 for more
details.

Wedmore 40–30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 17 June

A new charity cycle event through stunning Somerset countryside
is taking place for the first time on Sunday 17 June 2018 in aid of
Weston HospiceCare and Friends of St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Based in Wedmore, this is a figure of eight route starting and
ending at the village playing fields.
The event offers a choice of three routes: the short (and
easiest) route of 30 miles will take you south of Wedmore around
the beautiful Somerset Levels starting at 10am.
The medium and more challenging route of 40 miles heads north of Wedmore, up
through the iconic Cheddar Gorge, across the spectacular Mendip Hills and round
Blagdon Lake before venturing back over the Mendips to Wedmore. It starts at 9am.
Or why not do both – the full route of 70 miles, starting at 9 am? First you ride the
40-mile route across the Mendips and round Blagdon Lake, then back to Wedmore
for a quick refuel, before finishing with the easier 30-mile route round the Somerset
Levels, returning to Wedmore for a well-earned rest. All routes start from Wedmore
Playing Fields, Blackford Road, Wedmore.
For reservations please go to https://tinyurl.com/wedmore4030

Theale Flower Show
Ted’s Taters in a Tub Competition!

It’s time to start thinking about your potatoes, if you want to enter
the grand ‘Ted’s Taters in a Tub’ competition at the Theale Flower
Show this September. This is what you need to do:
• Potatoes to be grown in a maximum of 25 litres of soil / compost.
6
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•
•
•
•
•

Any variety or number of seed potatoes may be used.
Changing or replacing the growing medium is not permitted.
Haulms to be cut.
Then on Show Day, on 1 September, there will be The Big Dig at 4.30pm!
Each competitor will be required to turn out the container when asked to do
so by the judge.
• The judge will weigh the crop of potatoes.
• The prize is for the competitor with the heaviest crop of potatoes in the
container.
The prize will be £5.00 AND a
novelty trophy.
So don’t delay, plan to plant today!
There is more information about
how to grow potatoes successfully in
containers on the world wide web!
Remember you need to register
your entry by 9pm on 30 August 2018.
Go to www.thealeflowershow.com for
details about how to make your entry
and about the Show.
Cathy Butterworth
Show Secretary, Theale Flower Show
712775, cb@theconsultant.org
Grow a Fuchsia for Theale Flower Show!

As I write this on 1 March, the snow is on the ground, but it’s
never too early to think about your entries for this year’s
Theale Flower Show on 1 September. Why not grow a
fuchsia plant and enter Class 83? It’s easy, just come along
to Theale Village Hall on Saturday 21 April between
10am and 12noon to collect your FREE fuchsia
plug. Pot it up and nurture it and then enter it
in to the show. The details on how to
enter will be in the August edition
of Wedmore News and in the Theale
Flower Show schedule, available on and
after Wedmore Street Fair. When you
collect your plug you can also buy a cup of
coffee as it’s Theale Cafe that day too. If you
have any questions contact the Show Secretary,
Cathy Butterworth, on 01934 712775.

May 2018
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Fingerposts Appeal

The weather during March has been far from ideal for the restoration of our
fingerposts, but that being said, Somerset Forge have done very well indeed. The
fingerpost in the Borough, with its three new blades, has now been re-installed. The
fingerpost on the Cheddar Road at Rughill has also been fully restored and is back
in position. The fingerpost at Blackford Church is virtually complete, but needed a
new blade. At this stage in the project it may be of interest to list how the generosity
of Wedmore Parishioners donations have been spent:
Lascot Hill (1 new blade) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £730
Heath House (1 new blade) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £740
Sexey’s School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £680
Blackford Church (1 new blade)  . . . . . . . . . . . £850
Sand Road  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £520
Dungeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £530
Borough (3 new blades)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1200
Rughill (Cheddar Road) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £550

The cost of casting a new blade starts at £ 200.00 Neglect always costs money and
our fingerposts need dis-mantling with very great care. The central steel post holding
the blades in position is often badly corroded. All parts are removed and then sand
blasted back to bare metal. The post that remains in the ground is then blasted with
a needle-gun. The above process may explain how the costs are incurred. The next
plan is to restore the Snipefield & Mudgley Fingerposts, but before we can give the
go-ahead for this, we do require funding please.

David Ewens
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Somerset Wildlife Trust

With uncertain times ahead in terms of funding for conservation
in Britain, we really do depend on your generosity to look after
Somerset’s unsung wildlife heroes on our nature reserves.
Any gift you can give to The Somerset Nature Reserves Fund will
go directly to wherever the need is greatest on our nature reserves,
ensuring that they are kept in the best possible condition to support
wildlife, large and small, and our conservation goals.
You can donate securely by card by telephoning 01823 652429. Every donation,
whatever the size, will make a difference. Thank you so much for your continuing support.

Sale of Residue of Artist’s Studio – 1 May until 10 June

Peter Coate RWE (1926 – 2016), lived for many years in Stone Allerton during which
time he had many connections with Wedmore.
Some readers may remember him and the exhibitions he held there, and may like
to know that, as he was a well-regarded and prolific Somerset artist, there will be a
sale of his work in the Wells and Mendip Museum throughout May.
Peter was a countryman and lover of wild spaces, especially the Levels and the
Mendip Area. He was an all-weather painter working in both oil and watercolours.
Much of his work can be seen as records of our ever-changing landscape and buildings.
Proceeds from the sale will be donated to the Somerset Wildlife Trust and to the
Museum. The sale will run on the above dates with the exception of Sundays and the
usual Museum entry fee of £3 will apply.
For further information please contact Pamela at 01749 675504.

Wedmore Arts Festival

Stars of today - and tomorrow, big names from here - and there.
The Wedmore Arts Festival opens on 11 May with a
performance from up-and-coming young violinist Poppy McGhee,
from Wookey. Poppy has already demonstrated her star quality by
winning an impressive clutch of awards including, most recently, Young Instrumentalist
of the Year in the regional (South and South West England) final of the Rotary Club
Musician of the Year awards. She will be representing the region at the national final
to be held at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh this month. Out of 4,000 contestants
nationwide, Poppy is now down to the final six – quite an achievement! The Arts
Festival is delighted to welcome this young star to perform at our first night event,
and we look forward to supporting her budding career over the next few months. Also
performing on our first night is the Glastonbury Male Voice Choir, singing lustily to
help support Avalon Camps, based in Mark.
Other names who will be entertaining us royally during ‘wedding of the year’
week will be:
• Liz Grand playing Anne Hathaway in the critically acclaimed one-woman show
Second Best Bed.
• Andrew Wright, award-winning choreographer and stage director, discussing
choreographing a West End musical
May 2018
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• Hilary Boyd, best-selling novelist and creator of the popular ‘gran-lit’ genre,
talks about husbands!
• Wildlife presenter Simon King sharing some of his incredible pictures and
stories.
• Organist Jeremy Cole will be demonstrating the many colours and sounds St
Mary’s organ can offer.
• Don Boyd, film director, will explain the art of adapting work for the big screen
• Jeremy Hardy will bring some of his hilarious humour to the Village Hall
• Michael Eavis will lift the lid on his life in Farming and Festivals
• ‘Classical crossover artist’ Richard Lennox sets your toes tapping with his
inimitable Lennox spin
• Brigadier Bruce Jackman explains the loyal service Gurkhas have given to the
Crown for 200 years
And finally:
• the magnificent Clare Teal and her Trio will celebrate popular music from the
golden age of song.
Throughout the week there will also
be a free exhibition of work by
members of the talented Heath House
Art Group.
The Festival is enormously grateful
to our very generous sponsors: Isle
of Wedmore News, Wedmore Parish
Council, Acorn Property Group,
Charles Barnard and Mowbarton
Barn. We would also like to thank all
the local businesses who advertised in
our programme – available now, look
out for it. And especial thanks to The
Village Store for selling tickets. These
are also on sale online. For more
information ring 01934 807229 or go
to wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk.
Full programme:
Friday 11 May, 7.30pm St Mary’s
Church

The Glastonbury Male Voice Choir.
Guest spot: solo violinist Poppy
McGhee - £10 (£5 Under 12s)

Jeremy Hardy

Saturday 12 May, 7.30 pm, Wedmore Village Hall

Second Best Bed starring Liz Grand - £10
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Sunday 13 May, 12 noon, Club Room, The Swan

Andrew Wright in conversation. There will be a chance to meet Andrew after the talk,
at a lunch at Beggar’s Roost, Glanville Road BS28 4AD - £10 (or £25 to include lunch)
Monday 14 May, 12 noon, Club Room, The Swan

Hilary Boyd: A Perfect Husband, lunchtime talk - £10 (or £25 to include a light lunch
at the Swan: Monday’s Dish of the Day)
Monday 14 May, 7 pm, Wedmore Village Hall

Simon King: Nature Watch, an illustrated talk for the family - £10 (accompanied
children under 12 free – max 2 per adult)
Tuesday 15 May, 12 noon, St Mary’s Church,

Jeremy Cole, lunchtime organ recital. There will be a chance to meet Jeremy after
the talk, at a lunch at Beggar’s Roost, Glanville Road BS28 4AD - £10 (or £25 to
include lunch)
Wednesday 16 May, 12 noon, Club Room, The Swan

Don Boyd: Adaptation, a lunchtime talk on film direction - £10 (or £25 to include a
light lunch at the Swan: Wednesday’s Dish of the Day)
Wednesday 16 May, 7.30 pm, Wedmore Village Hall

Jeremy Hardy live 2018, £15 (£5 unwaged – ring 01934 807229 for details)
Thursday 17 May, 12 noon, Club Room, The Swan,

Michael Eavis: My Life in Farming and Festivals, a lunchtime talk - £10 (or £25 to
include a light lunch at the Swan: Thursday’s Dish of the Day)
Thursday 17 May, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church

Richard Lennox, an evening of popular classics - £10
Friday 18 May, 12 noon, Club Room, The Swan

Brigadier Bruce Jackman OBE MC: Gurkhas: Bravest of the Brave, a lunchtime talk
- £10 (or £25 to include a light lunch at the Swan: Friday’s Dish of the Day)
Friday 18 May, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church,

Wells Cathedral School Brass Ensemble - £10
Saturday 19 May 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church,

Clare Teal and her Trio - £15

Brain Tumour Research Quiz – Thank You

Thank you to everyone who helped raise £546.45p for Brain Tumour Research at the
very successful Quiz Evening on Saturday 10 March, especially to Kevin Osman, the
Quiz Master, and his team of markers. Thanks are also due to everyone who helped
setting up, in the kitchen, behind the bar and selling raffle tickets. The excellent total
was helped by generous donations from those who could not attend and from local
businesses including Hector’s Farm Shop, Pumpkin and The Village Store.
Sue Burton
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Wedmore’s Hidden Gardens – Weekend of 23 and 24 June

Ten gardens, usually hidden behind walls and gates, will be open to the public at the
end of June and the gardeners are working hard to ensure they are at
their absolute best. Despite the cold spring and with the longer days
and warmer nights everything is beginning to grow apace promising
a splendid show in June.
These gardens are hidden from view and they are all very different
- large and small, formal and informal, shady and sunny, flowers and
fruit, vegetables, greenhouses - there will be lots to see and admire.
Lunches will be served in one garden with teas and coffees in another
as well as in St Mary’s church, which will be the beneficiary of all the
money raised over the weekend.
We hope everyone will come and enjoy these Hidden Gardens and bring their
friends for a great day out, in what we hope will be warm and sunny weather.
Many people are involved in this event and help is still needed with catering - baking
cakes to serve with coffees and teas, quiches and salads for lunches and with helping to
serve them - and with printing and publicity, so if you can spare some time and would
like to help in any way, please contact Heather Hector, heather@thehectors.co.uk
712478 or Anne Blandford, anne@blandford.me.uk 713045.

Has Your Organisation Claimed A Grant Yet?

Funds totalling more than £28,000 have been awarded or committed to local
organisations since Wedmore Community Power Co-operative began giving out
community grants three years ago. If your organisation isn’t among them, now is the
time to do something about it.
Seventeen organisations ranging from village halls and schools to Wedmore Arts
Festival and sports clubs have benefitted from the grants scheme.
Our Co-operative has made £7,000 available for the scheme this year. The deadline
for the next round of applications is 31 May, so if your organisation wants to apply,
visit our website at www.wedmorecpc.co.uk and click on the ‘Community grants’ link.
Rob Richley
Wedmore Community Power Co-operative

IT for the Terrified

Are you terrified of tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or stumped by
Samsung? Then why not give us a ring and see if we can help?!
I.T. for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones,
cameras, computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each
informal session of 2 hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the
individual’s needs, in a relaxed and friendly way, using their own
equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and fully understand
that the use of modern technology can be daunting to the newcomer. We can cover
android phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, Windows and Macs.
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Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different volunteers with different
skills on different levels on different days, but we will arrange an appointment to suit
both parties as quickly as we can.
If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church,
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and now cost £10 for
a two-hour session but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any
other requirements.
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a standard answer phone – please leave a message)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar,
Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

Cruse Bereavement Care

We are looking for volunteers throughout Somerset. Cruse offers support to people
who have been bereaved. Could you become a bereavement volunteer? Full training
is offered to prepare bereavement volunteers.
• Do you have some time to spare?
• Are you a good listener?
• Are you willing pay for the Foundation training course?
• Do you want to work with adults and/or children?
What if you don’t want to be a bereavement volunteer, but would still like to help?
Can you organize some fundraising? Volunteer in the office? Become involved in
the management of Cruse? If you are interested please contact Area Co-ordinator
on 01458 840898.

Focus on Businesses
The Borough Mall Company

For this month’s feature I spoke to Ian Leavey, property developer and former builder
and estate agent.
Ian was born in Berkshire. When he was nine, his father died and he was sent to
boarding school in Surrey, while his mother moved back to her home county of
Somerset. After finishing school, Ian set up a small building and general contracting
company with his brother, based in Axbridge. They soon got a good reputation and had
many projects in the area, including building council houses, renovating cottages and
carrying out barn conversions. One of the most challenging projects was renovation
work on the church in Axbridge which had a beautiful 12th century barrel ceiling
requiring skilled painters and decorators. He employed three decorators at the time
May 2018
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and one who had knowledge and
expertise of gold leaf work taught
the others. Building work flowed in
from a wider area and they became
well known.
However the time came for
Ian and his brother to end their
partnership and Ian moved to
Sandford where he continued in
a smaller way to build houses and
carry out general building work.
He also started a concrete works in
the old Sandford Railway Station.
Working more and more in the
Cheddar and Wedmore areas he
decided to look for somewhere in
or around Wedmore to live. After
buying a property in Cocklake,
which he refurbished, he also carried
on building houses and renovating
cottages. This was the start of his
property development business. In
1982 he moved to Blackford where
he bought a barn for conversion and

house for himself and his family.
In the 1980s, Ian began looking for another project, while continuing his building
business. He noticed a ‘for sale’ sign outside the old milk factory in The Borough
(which some people called the perfume packaging station). When he enquired, he
was told it was sold. The ‘for sale’ sign went up again later and he enquired again,
only to be told again that it was sold. When the ‘for sale’ notice went up for a fourth
or fifth time, Ian suggested that the owner should offer him an option to buy, with
six months to obtain planning consent. The owner agreed and Ian then applied for
planning permission. He had to buy land to the rear of the old building as it included
farm buildings, a yard and, importantly, an exit onto The Lerburne. He submitted
plans for shops and flats and obtained approval. Early enquiries for the properties
made him confident that he could sell the flats and let the shops, so he went forward
with the development.
So The Borough Mall was constructed and Ian had rent coming in, but he now
had a taste for property development and, as he had always been ambitious, wanted
to do more. He bought various properties, with some projects being very successful,
and others like a former cinema in Bridgwater and a church in Highbridge, much
less so. At one time he had several properties for sale which the local agents were not
managing to sell, so he decided to do it himself. He soon sold his own properties and
had enquiries from other property owners who were trying to sell, thus becoming an
estate agent almost by accident. He qualified as an estate agent and set up premises
14
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in The Borough Mall, which he ran with his wife Deb. He then bought Providence
House in The Borough, renovated it and moved the estate agency there. Saxon House
followed, and he continued to buy property outside the village, converting buildings
into offices and workshops for which there was good demand.
Some years ago he found that he had health problems, so started to plan ahead, as
he knew he would have to slow down. He bought a second estate agency in Winscombe,
which needed a makeover, and it soon became the leading agency in Winscombe
overtaking his Wedmore estate agency in turnover and profitability, making the two
offices attractive to possible buyers. He sold them both over ten years ago.
Ian is still very attached to the area and works from his office in the Mall from time
to time but Parkinson’s disease has made it impossible to continue as before. He and
his wife live in Blackford and all of his family – two children and six grandchildren
– live nearby. His ethos has always been Live Locally, Work Locally, Shop locally.
Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?

Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
or photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Letters to the Editor

One of the themes coming out of our Neighbourhood Plan process is that most
residents agree that our village needs affordable and social housing for local people,
and especially young people, who are currently priced out of the Wedmore housing
market.
We should be looking to build houses that are not only affordable, but have high
ecological standards. Quite apart from saving the planet, it is a matter of common
sense that people on limited incomes would benefit from having their future fuel bills
substantially reduced.
Past generations were restricted to building their houses out of the materials that were
readily available locally. House designs were limited by factors such as glass not being
available in large sheets, hence the smaller size of windows (and the darker interiors).
We should be taking advantage of modern advances in technology. Modular and
kitset homes can be built at a much lower cost than traditional houses. They can go
up in weeks rather than months or years. They have excellent standards of insulation.
They are available in a big range of sizes and styles.
Anyone who thinks that non-traditional means unattractive and unsuitable for
our locality could go and look at the eco homes at Langport which, like Wedmore,
has many historic buildings.
There is nothing traditional about either the appearance or construction of these
eco houses, but they enhance Langport rather than detracting from it. We also
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should be building the best in a 21st century style of building, not constructing insipid
imitations of the buildings of past centuries.
Ours is a living village, not a heritage site. When making housing decisions in
connection with our Neighbourhood Plan let us show that respect for our heritage
doesn’t hold us back from having 21st century housing of which present and future
residents can be proud.
Yours sincerely
Rosmary Hastler
The following is a copy of a letter sent to Wemore Parish Council, SDC, SCC and MP
James Heappey regarding the Cross Farm development in Wedmore

To Wedmore Parish Councillors,
As you know, the Cross Farm site received outline planning permission in the spring
of 2015 for 55 new homes, of which 24 will be affordable (20 of affordable rent and 4
as shared ownership) from a Parish Council’s application 20/14/00071. I am writing
to you today as our elected representatives about the concerns I have following the
reserve matter planning application 50/18/00023.
Cross Farm is a green field piece of land and is outside of the development
boundary. Wedmore is also classified as a Key Rural Settlement, so as a result Policy
P4 must be complied with. Policy P4 states that ‘the development will integrate the open
market and affordable housing…’.
Cross Farm’s Outline Planning Permission was granted in 2015 with a number
of conditions, including that the affordable homes ‘must be undistinguishable in
appearance from the open market units on the site and (2) there shall be no form of
gating or separating element’. The Outline Planning Permission states this is to ‘fulfil
an essential need to integrate the market and affordable housing in the interests of
community harmony’. These conditions form part of a legal document S106, which
must be complied with!!
I live close to the site and freely admit that I had been against it when it was initially
put forward three years ago, as the land is green field. However, I recognise the
importance of building affordable housing and am resigned to this site being developed
and now want to ensure it is for the communities gain and not just the developers.
Acorn Developments have submitted their plans for this and have completely
ignored the outline planning stipulations. The affordable housing properties have been
clustered into two clear areas across the development, instead of the full integration
that both P4 and the Outline Planning conditions state. The bungalows (for elderly
or infirm) are at the furthest point from the local amenities, surely they should be
located closer the Borough Mall?
I write to you today, to ask you to contact Acorn and work with them to ensure
that integration and undistinguishable in appearance is integral to their reserve
matters application.
Affordable housing is so important, particularly for the younger occupants of
Wedmore to enable them to stay in the village, if they would like to, when they are
older. The only reason this site is being developed is for the affordable housing (and
the outright sale properties will subside these). These homes therefore, should be
16
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fully integrated (I believe pepper potted is the term used), instead of the potential
for a ghetto in several areas, with some very expensive outright sale homes in other
sections where there is no affordable housing. Doesn’t this set a dangerous precedent
for other developments of this nature in the future?
Please can you take this up as elected representatives on behalf of our community?
Not only should this site have the highest standards as it is green field and outside of
the development boundary, it is also the fairest for those who will live in the affordable
homes; whom this development is ultimately being built for.
I look forward to your reply,
Trevor Prideaux,
8 Combe Batch Rise, Wedmore, BS28 4DT

Hip, Hip ‘Poo-Ray’!

Thank you very much to Wedmore Parish
Council, for responding to my request for a Dog
Poo bin in Blackford, at the top of Church Lane.
It’s lovely to ask for something and have a positive
response, so - thank you!
Yours sincerely
Susan Cunningham

Reports and
Society Updates
Wedmore Harvest Home Lunch and Tea Tickets

This year there will be no door-to-door collectors selling tickets. Tickets will only be
available from The Village Store (Paper Shop), Hector’s Farm Shop, Roger Wilkins
Cider Farm, or myself, Arthur Gadd on 713063 or 07527488531. We will be reserving
tables again for parties over eight, but this can only be done through ringing me. Prices
are £20 for Lunch and £5 for Adult Tea. Parish children free, non-parish £3. I would
like to thank all my collectors for their very hard work over the past years.
Arthur Gadd, Ticket Convener.

Wedmore Bridge Club

The Mixed Pairs Championship was competed during March and won by Pat Ashford
and Chris Bryant with 58.31%. Runners-up were Daphne Greatorex and Tony
Nicholson with 56.49%.
The club continues to meet on Monday evenings with play commencing at 7.00
pm. For further information please liaise with Club Secretory Steve Pedrick on 712852
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St Mary’s Church 100 Club

The 1st prize in the April draw was won by Ann Mason with her No. 46, and the 2nd
prize went to Diana and John Allison with their No. 41. Congratulations!

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2018

March Harvest Home 100 club winners. The committee agreed that
the remaining four numbers that hadn’t been sold would be allocated
to local groups in the village, to help them with their fundraising.
We are pleased to announce that one won 2nd prize this month!
Congratulations goes to; Val Singleton winning £100 and Wedmore PTA winning £50!

Club 50

Wednesday 16 May, coach trip to The Abbey Gardens at Malmesbury. Come and see
their fabulous display of tulips.
Depart 9.15am from Cheddar Road Car Park. £15 for members. £20 non-members.
Contact Pauline Lunn on 732517 to put your name down.

The Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting – Thursday 22 March

Steve Mewes the Policy and Campaigns Manager for the Somerset Wildlife Trust
visited us and gave a very informative talk entitled ‘Somerset Nature and Climate
Change- a positive way forward’
The trust’s slogan is ‘Protecting the species you love in the country where you live’.
Steve explained the point beautifully by relating the climate changes both globally
and UK-wise. He mentioned that greenhouse gas emissions, global temperature and
sea level rises together with storm events, wildfires and droughts all effect the picture.
Steve also explained that the hottest years since 1800 have been 2016 and 2017
with CO2 levels increasing rapidly since 1960. There are positive signs to what could
appear a gloomy picture including The Paris Accord and, since 2015, the government
are committed to leaving the environment in a better state
than they found it. Steve thinks that the use of coal, gas, electricity and nuclear
could all be reduced if we insulated our houses in a better way so we are then able to
protect the amazing Somerset wildlife. His final thought was that we should all try to
reduce, reuse and recycle as many of our resources as possible
A full house all went home with plenty to think about.
Chris Edwards
Speaker Secretary

Mendip Rotary Club – Young Musician

Having won the Mendip Rotary Club’s Young Musician (instrumental
section), 12 year-old Poppy McGhee, a student at Hugh Sexey C of E
School, went on to win the Rotary District event when she competed
against musicians from Somerset and adjoining parts of Dorset and
Wiltshire. This was followed by a Rotary regional competition last
Saturday which she won, competing against young musicians from
across the south and south-west of England. She now goes forward to compete in the
national final in Edinburgh in May.
18
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Wedmore in Bloom

The committee of Wedmore in Bloom are busy making plans for the
summer planting. We are continually thinking of ways to enhance the
village displays and are very grateful for those who sponsor us each year
to enable us to continue our work. It costs approx. £25 per annum to
plant and maintain each of one of our 52 tubs along with the upkeep of the permanent
planting areas. We also pay particular attention to the cleanliness of the village and
our merry band of volunteers help with this each month. If you like and appreciate
what we do, perhaps you would consider becoming a sponsor. Any contribution would
be welcomed and your name would appear on our notice board. If you can help,
please contact the Funding Secretary, Janet Smith, 6 Gardiners Orchard, Wedmore
(710755) Thank you.

Wedmore Gardening Club

As I’m writing it’s a beautiful day, cold but sunny, always a bonus
to be able to spend time in the garden or go for a walk. The next
meeting of the Gardening Club is Tuesday 22 May when we welcome
Robert Parkin who will be speaking on ‘Wildlife and Art in the
Garden’. It sounds a really interesting topic, which I’m certainly
looking forward to hearing. The meetings are held in the Masonic
Hall and start at 7.30pm. All members and guests are most welcome.
On Saturday 12 May from 10 am to 12 noon is our annual Plant Sale and Coffee
Morning. There will be a variety of plants, cuttings and seedlings available, so please
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come along for an excellent cup of coffee and piece of cake. If you have any spare
plants please contact one of us and we’ll be happy to collect.
On Tuesday 19 June our coach trip is to Coleton Fishacre, Kingswear, Devon. The
cost of the coach is £17 per person and, as it is National Trust, entry is free to NT
members. The group discounted rate will depend on non-NT numbers, but we’ll know
more on that nearer the time. Coleton Fishacre is a 1920s Arts and Crafts-style house
with elegant art deco interiors, the former home of the D’Oyly Carte family. In the
garden there are interesting areas, which include glades with ponds and rare tender
plants. The paths weave down to a coastal viewpoint through the valley garden. There
is a cafe serving refreshments and light bites and the whole trip makes for a wonderful
day out for both members and guests. To book your place please call Jean on 712046.

May Producers’ Blog – Mark Carey’s ‘Into the Breach’,
featuring the Hall’s sensational NEW raised/tiered seating!

Why is it a ‘producers’ blog’ this month, not a ‘director’s’? Because,
for our spring production this year, the Wedmore Theatre Committee
is acting as ‘producers’, or ‘impresarios’. That is, we have hired a rather
impressive professional to do the hard work for us!
AND… the show will inaugurate the Village Hall’s newly installed raised tiered
seating - which WT partly paid for – your first chance to watch a show with maximum
comfort and view of the stage!
Some of our team went to see ‘Into the Breach’ at Cheddar Arts Centre a while
ago, and were so impressed, they urged us to bring Mark and his show to Wedmore.
So, here it is: Keen to liven up his dull life, George joins the Village Drama Club.
Then his world turns upside down.
This nostalgic, funny and moving story will appeal to all, from ten years and up.
It is a vivid portrait of village life, with all seventeen colourful characters played by
one man.

Apparently, many young audience members have commented on the way ‘Into the
Breach’ brings Shakespeare’s words alive, although we gather you don’t need to be
a Shakespeare nut to appreciate the humour. Anyway, everyone knows the general
gist of the Henry V story. Don’t they?
Mark Carey has had a distinguished stage career and has appeared in many BBC
TV and radio dramas.
Numbered tickets are now on sale at www.wedmoretheatre.com, at The Village
Store or from 01278 641370. Under-18s are entitled to 40% discount. Raised/tiered
seats (‘the circle’) are only available online or by ‘phone.
Wedmore Theatre Committee
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Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for May

It’s going to be a busy summer! So, here are some key dates for your
diaries:
• At last! Our long-awaited raised/tiered “circle” seating in Wedmore
Village Hall! Saturday 5 May is a red-letter day for Wedmore
Theatre. It marks our inauguration of the new raised seating in the Hall, to which
we made a major financial contribution; meaning that the rear seven rows now
give the most comfortable and most visible view of the stage!
Since we are numbering all seats, and our Newsletter Subscribers have priority
booking for all shows, we are expecting these “circle” seats consistently to sell out
first in future.
• Saturday 5 May at 7.30pm – Mark Carey’s “Into the Breach” comes to Wedmore.
• Friday 8 June at 7.30pm - The Bristol Old Vic Theatre School- ‘The Mill on the
Floss’
• Sunday 15 July – Summer Family Barbecue – open to all our Newsletter Subscribers
Our annual summer barbecue has been transformed this year to provide fun for
all the family, with quizzes, games, sports, a swimming pool, a marquee and salads
with sizzling meats!
To obtain an invitation, sign up to our free regular Newsletter by visiting
www.wedmoretheatre.com
• Sunday 22 July, Open Auditions, Wedmore Village Hall at 5pm
‘The Railway Children’ will be our major production of 2018, on 29 and 30
November and 1 December. Rehearsals will start after the school holidays, in
September, but we carry out our audition (which is really just everyone sitting in
a circle reading the play through!) before the holidays, in July.
With a cast of 20+ (including 10 young people) and many more backstage, like last
year’s panto, it will again call for participation from the whole community. Call
713125, or visit www.wedmoretheatre.com for more information and to register
interest.
• Stagecraft Workshops – In Wedmore Village Hall – dates in next month’s issue
For members of our community who would like to have a go at directing, lighting
or sound design, set or costume, hair or make-up design, or just learn more about
acting technique, we shall be running a series of Sunday workshops over the
summer/autumn, using experienced practitioners as well as qualified tutors.
Suitable for all ages from 12+. For more information, and to register interest visit
www.wedmoretheatre.com, or call 01934 713125

The Somerset Choral Society

The walls of St Mary’s Church Wedmore were echoing on Saturday 24 March as the
Somerset Choral Society held a “Come and Sing Messiah”.
More than 80 singers from North Somerset, Sedgemoor, Mendip and South
Somerset gathered together for a workshop run by Somerset Choral Society Musical
Director, Edward Goater, who rehearsed four choruses with the singers over two
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sessions in the morning and afternoon. The choruses were accompanied on the organ
played by Matthew Redman. The fun culminated in a short concert during the
afternoon. The day was interspersed with breaks for coffee, tea and home-made cakes!
Ed shared vocal tips and his musical expertise with the singers who responded with
a stirring performance of the Messiah choruses, culminating with a super rendition
of the ‘Hallelujah’ chorus.

We are always delighted to welcome new singers and the website:
www.somersetsingers.wordpress.org contains more information including details
about our next concert in St Mary’s Wedmore on 16 June. It is still possible to join
Somerset Choral Society to sing in that concert. Rehearsals are every Wednesday
evening from 7.30 – 9.30 pm at Sidcot School Winscombe.

Winners of Mendip Rotary’s ‘The Big Pitch’

‘Sweet Treats’, a team of year 9 students from Kings of Wessex Academy won the
annual entrepreneur competition, ‘The Big Pitch’, run by the Rotary Club of Mendip.
The project started last autumn when a team of Rotarians led by Patrick Simpson
worked with staff at the school to put on an Enterprise Challenge Day to stimulate
interest in business management. Groups of interested students then set up teams
which were mentored for three months by a team of Rotarians with commercial
and business experience. A total of twelve teams entered the competition, and four
of them made it through to the finals from which Mendip Rotarians voted for the
winners. The young people had designed their products and packaging, organised
the manufacture and marketing, and sold them at various events including school
Christmas fairs, farmers’ markets and during Cheddar Festive Night. At the event
finals, each team presented their report and accounts to the assembled Rotarians.
The runners-up were team ‘Presently Pets’ who made and sold pet treats and toys,
and the other finalists were ‘True Scents’ and ‘Marshmallow Moments’.
‘Sweet Treats’ had produced biscuits and sweets. They revealed that they had
made a net profit of over £132.
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The event was sponsored by Webb and Co accountants in Wells and ‘The Big
Pitch’, was organised by Rotarian Patrick Simpson.

The ‘Sweet Treats’ team – winners of The Big Pitch Finalists
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RNLI News

RNLI Winscombe & District Branch which covers Wedmore
held their 2018 AGM on Thursday 22 March. The meeting
reported that 2017 was their best year ever collecting £20,066
while sales of souvenirs raised a further £713 and, since 1996,
the Branch has raised over £194,000.
Local Rescues in March:

Lifeboats were launched on rescue calls six times (Minehead – 1, Portishead – 3,
Weston-Super-Mare - 2). On successive days, the Weston D Class lifeboat was launched
to recover four people who had crossed over the shingle bank to the derelict Birnbeck
Island at low tide and then got cut off by the fast flowing incoming tide; three young
lads were rescued on 16 March and a foreign visitor on 17 March.

Wedmore WI Report of Meeting 18 March

Margaret T welcomed members to our March meeting and reminded
members that our Jumble Sale is on 21 April in the Masonic Hall 10am
to noon. We were encouraged to look out items to sell.
Instead of a speaker we were entertained by the Rug Hill Hand Bell
Ringers under their conductor Margaret Farnie. She explained that the
group had about eighty bells in total, two and a half octaves. Some bells
had been played for The Queen. The music they played was a complete mix of styles
ranging from gentle meditation to the lively Finlandia. The style of playing varied
too and, when playing the Angelus, vigorous arm swinging resulted in a very mellow
sound. Also on show were eight bells belonging to Cheddar Parish Council which are
the type of bells probably used by church bell ringers to practice ringing ‘Changes’
on cold winter evenings in the pub, instead of a cold church tower. Four volunteers
then practiced ringing ‘changes’ which required swapping the bells from side to side
and was quite tricky. We all enjoyed an entertaining evening.
At our May meeting our craft guru will get us involved in an interesting craft.
Diana Rocky

Mendip Rotarian Celebrates Fifty Years’ Service

At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Mendip, one of its members was presented
with a certificate signed by Denis Spiller, the President of Rotary International in
Britain and Ireland, marking his fifty years’ service to the club. Douglas Johnson
joined the club in 1968 and has been an active member since that time. In making the
presentation to him on behalf of the national president Mendip President Richard
Tilley said: ‘Doug is one of our most respected members, and rarely misses a meeting
despite his advanced years. We all congratulate him on this landmark achievement.’
Mr Johnson also received a personal letter from the USA signed by Ian Riseley,
president of Rotary International in which he said: ‘Congratulations on your 50 years
of Rotary service. Your continued passion for serving your community is inspiring to
all of us. Every local and global initiative you have taken part in as a Rotarian has
directly impacted current and future generations, both near and far. That is something
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you should be proud of. Thank you for your dedication to community service and
being part of the Rotary family.’

West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 3 May

No walk
Thursday 10 May

Moderate circular walk 11.5mi from Cerne Abbas. OS Map
Ex117 ST 663014 (DT2 7GY). Start 10.00am. Park Kettle Bridge free car park
(not CP for Giant). Contact Carol Jackson Tel: 01934 733658/07979 354530 or
caj7599@btinternet.com
Thursday 17 May

Moderate circular walk 6mi from Old Frome Road, Wells. OS Map Ex141 ST572462.
Start 1.30pm. Park roadside near Wells Golf Club. Contact Les Medcraft Tel: 01749
678016/07801 478775 or les_medcraft@hotmail.com
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Thursday 24 May

Moderate circular walk 11mi from Butleigh. OS Map Ex141 ST521337. Start 10.00am.
Park roadside near post office. Contact Su Pinnegar Tel: 01761 221691/07817 127904
or supinnegar@btinternet.com
Thursday 31 May

Moderate circular walk 10mi from Wellow. OS Map Ex142 ST 739584. Start at
10.00am. Park village centre or High Street CP (BA2 8QB). Contact Vi Howley Tel:
07711 662993 or vihowley@me.com
A group of thirteen from West Mendip Walkers enjoyed a 10-mile walk from St Mary’s
Church, Thornbury on Thursday 15 March.

The walk was in three distinct and interesting parts over farmland, and then along
the banks of the river Severn finishing with a climb over Sacks Hill and Cole’s Brake
back to our starting point. We were blessed with a mild sunny day and good visibility
over the Severn estuary although conditions underfoot were very muddy. Even the
dogs that accompanied us found the mud heavy going at times, as illustrated by Jill
and her Jack Russell Rosie.
Come Walk with Me

Vi Howley, a regular member of West Mendip Walkers, has over the past two years
walked from Minehead to the Lizard Point along the South West Coastal Path
and raised £9,900 for MacMillan Cancer Support. This year, between 23 April and
Saturday 5 May, Vi is walking from Lizard Point to Torcross, a distance of 166 miles,
to raise more money for this worthy cause. Once again, she will be joined along the
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way by friends and companions, and folk are invited to make donations to MacMillan
Cancer Support either by going to Justgiving.com and entering ‘Come Walk with Me’
to Team Vi, or by contacting Vi Howley at vihowley@me.com or by calling her on
07711 662993.”

Weather Report for March 2018
Monthly total
115.4mm (4.54ins)
30-year average
50.3mm (1.98ins)
Wettest day (30th)
19.4mm (0.76ins)
No of dry days
7
Last 3 months (Jan - Mar)
250mm (10.2ins)
*Year ending 31 Mar 18
862mm (33.9ins)
30-year annual average
803mm (31.6ins)
TEMPERATURES Maximum (10th)
14°C (57.2°F)
Minimum (1st)
- 6.5°C (20.3°F)
Number of air frosts
10
Monthly average maximum
9.1°C (48.4°F)
30-year average maximum
11.3°C (52.3°F)
Monthly average minimum
1.4°C (34.5°F)
30-year average minimum
3.3°C (37.9°F)
COMMENTS
Very heavy rainfall – Wettest March for 60 years (or possibly
longer as my records start from March 1959). Temperatures
well below average. 
Denley Brown
RAINFALL

Vera’s Verse for May
Daisies
I am sitting with my feet in daises?
I just picked one with my toes,
It’s a silly sort of occupation,
But never mind, no one knows.

I suppose I’ll have to mow them again,
It upsets me really,
But they flower again in a couple of days,
So it doesn’t affect them severely.

There shouldn’t be daisies on the lawn,
That’s what everybody said,
But how can you make a daisy chain,
Unless they were big enough to thread.

I wouldn’t be without my daisies,
It’s a really nice thing to see,
Them blowing in a gentle breeze
And flowering just for me.
Vera Banwell
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Forthcoming Events
Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough – Friday 4 May
Open Mic 8pm. Bring your own refreshments

St Mary’s Church Tower Tours (including Tea!) – Monday 7 May

On Bank Holiday you can climb the tower of St Mary’s Church and enjoy the best
view in the village! Organised by The Friends of St Mary’s, from 10am to 4pm - £6.00
to include tea and cakes.
Please wear sensible clothing and shoes, be in good health, be aged 8 or over and,
if under 14, be accompanied by a responsible adult. Best to reserve or you risk a wait.
Call or email David Hopkins - dahopkins@aol.com, 710140

Wedmore Arts Festival – 11-19 May

For the full programme, please see article in the News section.

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 12 May

Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 12 May

At the Borough Yard on Saturday 12 May, 9.30am to 1.30pm. Any enquiries please
contact Mrs Judith Gould on 07813340086.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 13 May
‘The Levelling’, 6.30 for 7pm

Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 14 May

7.30pm at the George Hotel, Wedmore. Presenter Andy Trewin will be
talking about reducing our utility bills and protecting the environment
– vital in the move towards zero carbon. Please come along to hear
about wonderful ways to save energy, save bills, and save the planet.
Andy talks with such enthusiasm and has second to none knowledge.

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 17 May

Our meeting in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm will have a craft demonstration by Sue
Smith and we shall be all encouraged to make something ourselves. As always visitors
are very welcome.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough – Friday 18 May
Open Mic 8pm. Bring your own refreshments

A Theale Village Get Together – Sunday 20 May

Theale Village Hall and Orchard Sunday 20 May 2018 from 4pm
Come along and meet friends old and new from the parish of Theale and find
out what’s happening in and around the village. Free tea and cakes in the Orchard
and activities for the children from 4pm and the Green Man licensed bar from 5.30
in the hall with a free drink for all.
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Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 22 May

At 7.30 in the Masonic Hall, a talk by Robert Parkin on ‘Wildlife and Art in the
Garden’.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 24 May

The next monthly meeting will take place in the Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm. The speakers
will be our world well-travelled members, Kate and Lester Durston and their talk will
be entitled ‘Travel in Strange Places.’ The Society’s Annual General Meeting will then
follow the talk. Members free. Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits between
talk and AGM. Please note the Society does not meet June to August and our next
meeting will be on 27 September. Contact: Ian Tomes, 710390.

Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting – Wednesday 30 May
At the George Inn, 8pm.

Wedmore Opera Goers Visit to Gifford’s Circus – Sunday 3 June

I am assured that Gifford’s Circus is a circus with a difference, So if you would like
to join us for their afternoon performance from 2.30 to 4 pm on Sunday 3 June when
they will be at Daylesford organic farm near Chipping Norton, the cost would be
£42 each including the coach or £24 each for children.. Kingham is a very attractive
Cotswold village with good eating houses. To book tickets please contact Susanne
Metters on 712515.

The Mill on the Floss – Friday 8 June

Wedmore Theatre is once again delighted to host
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School’s West Country touring
production, an adaptation of George Eliot’s novel ‘The Mill on the Floss’. The
performance will be at Wedmore Village Hall on Friday 8 June commencing at 7.30pm.
Tickets are already on sale through www.wedmoretheatre.com and will shortly be on
sale from Wedmore Village Store. The new tiered seating will be in use and all seats
are numbered so the sooner you book the better the seat you will get.

Wedmore In Bloom coffee morning and plant sale – Saturday 9th
June

Wedmore In Bloom are holding their annual coffee morning and plant sale on Saturday
9th June at 10.30am. The venue is The Coach House, Church Street Wedmore and
all are welcome.

Mozart Requiem and Handel’s Foundling Hospital Anthems, St
Mary’s Church – 16 June

Commencing at 7.30pm. The Somerset Choral Society presents a programme of music
including the Hallelujah chorus.

Wedmore 40 – 30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 17 June
Wedmore’s Hidden Gardens – Weekend 23 and 24 June
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Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 7 July
Wedmore Opera Presents Cavalleria Rusticana by Pietro Mascagni –
Wednesday 11 July, Friday 13 July and Saturday 14 July

Set in a Sicilian village in the mid-1930s, the sense of community in this opera is
overwhelming, and the tragic events unfurl against a background of everyday life.
The characters are neighbours, ordinary people caught up in the backlash of powerful
emotions. Ultimately there will be a duel – but who will triumph? This short and
powerful opera is a perfect introduction to the art form.
wedmoreopera.com

Flower Festival, Wedmore Methodist Church – 13 and 14 July

The theme for this year’s Flower Festival is ‘Countries of the World’. It will run over
two days Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July from 10.00 am. to 5.00 pm. There is no charge
to the Flower Festival but donations can be given for the upkeep of the church. There
will also be arts and crafts stalls in the schoolroom. Coffee and cakes will be served in
the morning, soup and roll at lunch time and cream teas in the afternoon. Everyone
welcome and we look forward to seeing you at this yearly event.

Wedmore Harvest Home – Friday 17 August
Wedmore Opera Goers, La Traviata – Sunday 30
September

We have reserved seats for La Traviata in Cardiff (the Millenium theatre)
on Sunday 30 September for the matinee at 4pm.The cost for this will be £58
each for the theatre and the coach. To book tickets please contact Susanne Metters
on 712515.

Events Taking Place
Outside the Parish
Wellbeing ‘Drop In’ Support Café – Mondays

Youth support staff and ‘one-2-one’ counselling advisers, for people
aged 13 –18. Mondays 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Methodist Hall, Cliff
Street Cheddar BS27 3PL. Free pizza. www.SRYP.org.uk. Inspiring
Involvement, creating opportunities.

Cheddar’s First Baby Book Club – Mondays

At the Cheddar Library from 10.45am to 11.15am, for babies to pre-school children.
Spaces will be limited so book your free place before the rush!
Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or
email chelib@somerset.gov.uk
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Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings

Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday morning between 10.30am
and 12.00 noon come and chat with us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more
details search on line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Family Fun at Cheddar Library – First and Third Fridays

Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft and
Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.30pm on the first and third Fridays of each month.

The Arts Society Sedgemoor: Philippa Threlfall ‘A Life of Mural
Making’ – Wednesday 2 May

Commencing at 7:00pm. Philippa has been making relief murals in ceramic since the
1960s. She has completed over one hundred major works on sites all over the United
Kingdom and overseas. Most were commissioned for display in public situations.
Philippa studied Illustration and Ceramics at Cardiff College of Art and was an art
teacher at Goldsmiths College London.
Lectures are held at the 37 Club between Woolavington and Puriton.

Cheddar Valley U3A AGM – Thursday 3 May

At Draycott Memorial Hall at 2.15pm prompt followed by a talk entitled ‘Mud, Sweat
and Tears: Walking Hadrian’s Wall for charity’ by local best-selling author Ben Kayne.
Hear the amusing tale of how three middle-aged men toiled up and down the
Northumbrian hills in full Roman armour, with some history thrown in.

RNLI Winscombe Plant & Garden Jumble Sale –
Saturday 5 May

10.00am to 12 noon at the Community Centre, Sandford Road,
Winscombe. A vast selection of greenhouse, vegetable, herbaceous,
bedding, geranium and larger plants for sale at very economic
prices, plus gardening books, tools (garden and workshop),
garden furniture, tubs and pots and assorted general outdoor items.
Refreshments including real sausage hot dogs, tea, coffee and cool drinks will be
available. We will collect your spare tools, garden furniture and garden jumble in
advance – tel: 01934 842304 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com for further details.

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society – Saturday 12 May
A visit to Stogumber. Meet 2pm at the Churchyard and inside the church
if it’s wet.After a look around the medieval Church we will be taken
on a walk of about an hour’s duration. The walk is hilly but is on
paved paths and suitable for anyone who does not have a mobility
or specific health issue. Suitable footwear should be worn, bearing
in mind that the paths might be slippery if it’s wet.

Important: Please let me know if you would like to join the visit so that you can be
contacted should the arrangements change for any reason.
Elizabeth Friend, Secretary AALHS
Tel 01934 712971, email: friend.elizabeth@gmail.com
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Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre Programme – Saturday 12 May

A special live event, All Together Now, brings together Cheddar Valley Voices under
the direction of Kate Lynch and the Somerset Youth Show Choir.
Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts.
For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts or for queries email
cheddararts@googlemail.com

Cheddar Valley U3A Meet & Greet Coffee Morning
– Thursday 17 May

10.30 am to 12 noon at Cheddar Village Hall, visitors welcome.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre – Monday 22 May

Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool tells the real-life story of the romance between
Oscar-winner Gloria Grahame and a struggling young actor.
Tickets details are given above.

Cheddar Valley Lions Club Duck Race – Monday 28 May
The Cheddar Vale Lions will soon be out and about selling Duck Race
tickets. Profits will again be going to Children’s Hospice South West
and the two races will be held on Bank Holiday Monday 28 May in
Cheddar Gorge. First race is at 2pm. Do come along, it is great fun
for all the family – the ducks need some encouragement to negotiate
the Gorge so plenty of shouting and cheering is required.

Tasty Morsels
– Recipes for You
Lemon and Elderflower Sponge Cake

The big event this month is a ROYAL WEDDING and here is a cake
recipe similar to the one the happy couple have chosen for their big day. So if you
want to join in the celebrations have a go at this. The recipe is for a round cake, but
it can be done as a tray bake or cup cakes; if you do one of these then increase the
quantities as required. Enjoy with a cup of tea, or something sparkling, while watching!
Ingredients

200g self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
200g caster sugar
2 tsp elderflower cordial
Zest of two medium lemons
4 eggs (beaten)
For the drizzle – Juice of 1 lemon, 70g caster sugar, 2 tbsp elderflower cordial and
30ml water
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For the butter cream – 200g icing sugar, 80g butter, 3 tbsp elderflower cordial and
2-3 tbsp lemon curd
Method

Set oven at 180°C (160°C if fan oven) or Gas mark 4. Grease and base line 2x20cm
cake tins.
Mix the flour and baking powder in a large bowl.
Cream together in a bowl the butter, sugar, cordial and lemon zest until light and
fluffy; gradually add the beaten egg.
Gently add flour, and then spoon the mix into the cake tins.
Bake for 25-35 mins, and when cooked turn out on to a wire rack. Make several holes
in the cake bases with a skewer for the drizzle.
Drizzle – put all the ingredients in a saucepan and gently heat until the sugar is
dissolved. Whilst the cake is still warm pour this drizzle over the cake bases. Use a
pastry brush to ensure even spread.
Butter cream – beat the icing sugar, butter and cordial together until very pale and
fluffy. Spread half of this over one of the cake bases, and then layer the lemon curd
on top. Place the other base on top, and then ice with the remaining butter cream.
If you choose to do this recipe as a tray bake then use an oblong baking tray of a
similar size, and the drizzle, lemon curd and butter cream is just spread over the top.
If making cup cakes the cooking time will be shorter 12-15 mins.
Norma Teakle and Derek Logan

The Garden in May

At the time of writing we are suffering a rather cold, wet, Easter. When I write these
pieces, I usually look back to what I have written in previous years. I see that six years
ago, I wrote ‘May should be a month of blossoms, cuckoos, swallows and martins,
warm sunny days and gardens full of colour; two weeks ago I was thinking that all of
those things were coming along earlier than that, but now (at the beginning of April)
we are back to frosts and sleet.’ I could easily be writing that now.
The daffodil season is still in full swing, but when you read this with the exception
of the Pheasant’s Eye types, derived from Narcissus poeticus they will largely be gone.
I enter my annual plea not to cut off the leaves, but to let them die back naturally and
definitely don’t tie them in knots!
Tulips should be well into their season by now and the summer bulbs, such as lilies
and gladioli are still to come.
Lily beetles, a pest we did not have in Britain until about twenty years ago, will
probably be active by the time you are reading this; some adults (bright orange/red
beetles approx. 1cm. in length) over-winter and will soon produce a new generation
of larvae, which are dark green and black and slimy, as they are covered with their
own excrement. They can rapidly strip lilies of their foliage and ruin them. They
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also attack fritillaries (this is interesting as DNA research shows that fritillaries are
botanically closer to tulips than to lilies, yet, they do not attack tulips). Adults and
larvae can be controlled with contact insecticides (pyrethroids) but products containing
neo-nicotinoids (check the labels) are best not used, as there here is concern that
this group of chemicals is implicated in the decline of bee populations. Research is
continuing into controlling lily beetles by use of predators and possibly odours which
attract them to traps of some sort.
It is still quite possible that we will have some night frosts in early May, so beware
of putting out tender bedding plants, tomatoes, marrows etc. too early, unless you are
prepared to rush out and cover them up with fleece, (which is made of spun plastic
material, so you may have misgivings about using it) or newspaper if the temperature
suddenly falls; hessian should soon be available for this purpose as well.
In the greenhouse there can be huge differences between day and night
temperatures at this time of year, so be prepared to open doors and windows during
the day and keep everything closed at night or even use a thermostatically controlled
heater if you have one. Electric ones are the most controllable, but propane gas units
are available with a thermostat and do increase the level of carbon dioxide in the
greenhouse atmosphere, which is beneficial to the plants.
Lawns were slow coming into growth this year because of low night temperatures
but now in May they should be growing well and will need cutting frequently. I do try
to avoid putting fertilizer, chemical or organic, on lawn-grass; it makes it grow too
fast and can encourage some of the coarser grass species (although I have to say that
I added a small area to my law in the autumn, using bought turf which had obviously
had nitrogen fertilizer used on it before sale and its beautiful emerald green colour
is shaming the rest of the lawn). I think also these days we should also learn to live
with a few broad-leafed weeds in the lawn. Unless you have a bowling green or tennis
court, many wild flowers that grow in lawns can be quite attractive and you can often
physically remove those, e.g. dandelions (of which we have plenty here in Somerset,
dandelion capital of Britain), that aren’t. However, there can be justification for using
a weedkiller on occasions but if you do, be sure to follow the instructions carefully,
particularly avoiding drift onto other plants (tomatoes can ‘smell’ weedkillers a mile
away and curl up); also avoid spraying when bees are working, as even though the
herbicide itself may not harm them, it may mean that because they smell of it, other
bees will eject them from the hive. Even granular weedkillers such as those in ‘feed
and weed’ type formulations can have this effect; also these are quite susceptible to
being blown by the wind onto borders etc. although not to the same extent as sprays.
Early flowering shrubs can be pruned as soon as the flowers have faded, to give
their new wood, on which they will flower next year, maximum growing time. Those
which produce showy berries however, e.g. pyracantha, should not have all of their
dead flowers cut off. One possibility is to cut off half of the flowered shoots each
year, so that you have a good show of berries and still have some new growth which
will flower next year.
Early vegetables, such as autumn sown broad beans will be cropping before too
long and if black bean aphids are a problem, nip out the growing tips as soon as the
plants have set a reasonable amount of pods.
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When the beans have been picked, they can be cleared away (leaving their roots
in the ground) and followed with transplanted cabbages which will take advantage
of the nitrogen ‘fixed’ from the atmosphere by the rhizobium bacteria in nodules on
the bean roots.
Runner and dwarf bean plants, sown with some protection before night
temperatures were safe for them, can be planted out and seed can be sown directly
into the ground for successional cropping.
As the nights warm up, slugs and snails become more active; go out with a torch
after dark and see them at work! If you collect them up you can dispose of them in
whatever way suits you.
More in June!
Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
Fire, fire...

A few months ago we had a fire. Clearing the ashes out of the log burner, I inadvertently
caused our plastic bin to catch fire and melt into a bubbling heap. Fortunately, the
flames also damaged some electric wires. When everything went dark, the yellow glow
alerted us and wielding a fire extinguisher, I eventually managed to douse the flames.
We were shocked and very grateful. I ordered two new fire extinguishers the next day.
For a brief moment, we stared into the abyss of a homeless existence.
According to Greek mythology, Prometheus, motivated by pity for the humans,
stole fire from the gods and gave it to humankind. According to anthropologists a vital
factor for the formation of civilised societies was agriculture, which in turn required
knowledge of how to smelt ores and shape metal tools. According to the book of Acts
on Pentecost day, flames of fire rested on the apostles’ heads, who in turn explained to
the crowd that this wasn’t a sign of the Last Day (Judgment Day) but an opportunity
to face God (repent and believe).
Fire, or the process of combustion, provides us with the energy that sustains our
modern lives. It heats our homes. It sows, harvests, processes and transports our food.
It transforms earth (clay) into pottery and it even allows me to write the very words
you are reading now on a device made out of metal, plastic and glass.
When the ‘fired up’ apostles entered the temple (Acts 3) and saw a crippled man
they drew him up and healed him. Again, explaining themselves to the astonished
crowd they insisted that this restoration was accomplished in the name of Jesus. The
same Jesus they had rejected. This Jesus still desires to heal and restore rather than
consume and destroy. Yet, anyone ignoring this opportunity risks being ‘cut off’ (Acts
3:23). I have learned that being careless with fire is extremely risky. What are we to
expect when we care less about Jesus?
Paul Spanring,
Minister of Crickham Baptist Church
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Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club

Our great and committed Tony Pearman has stepped
down as Chairman of Wedmore Tennis Club at the
AGM following years of hard work and commitment
for the club.
Whilst there are great new committee members who
have now taken on a lot of roles for the club the committee are now looking for both
a new Chairperson and a Vice Chair to take the club forwards. If anyone is interested
in taking on either of these roles and would like more information please contact one
of the committee members.
The Easter Eggstravaganza holiday camps and coaching were a great success with
Easter fun and games for all, holiday camps and coaching are open to all members
and non-members.
Summer term coaching is now underway and is open to adults and juniors, please
see the website for details.
Summer league is now underway and anyone looking for a competitive game
would be especially welcome in the Men’s team, or just to play on Club nights etc.
Junior News

Road to Wimbledon Tournament is on Sunday 20 May at 2pm.
Run by Craig and for 14u Junior club members this is the biggest Junior Tournament
that British Tennis organise giving all 14u players the opportunity to progress through
to compete on the world famous grass courts at Wimbledon.
Girls and boys singles winners from Wedmore road to Wimbledon Tournament
will go on to compete in the regional finals in Taunton in June followed by County
finals in July then from there to the hallowed turf at Wimbledon in August.
Joanna Cooper

Wedmore Cricket Club
May fixtures as follows:
1st Team

2nd Team

5 May 18

H

Shapwick and Polden 3

5 May 18

A

Bridgwater Sports 1

12 May 18

A

Horrington 1

12 May 18

H

Peasdown St John 2

19 May 18

H

Temple Cloud 2

19 May 18

A

Cranmore 2

26 May 18

A

East Huntspill 1

26 May 18

H

Weston super Mare 5
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Isle of Wedmore Golf Club

The Eskimos may have 50 different words for snow but on the golf course
it just means trouble. Several competitions were lost to the weather but
in between signs of spring began to appear at the Golf Club.
Stablefords seemed to be the completion of choice with the Seniors
fitting in two. In the first of these, Gordon Risk led the way with 41

points on a day when scoring generally proved difficult. This put him three ahead of
Dave Nelson in second place with James Robertson third on 37. Division 2 proved a
two-horse race with Ian Hollands just getting his nose in front at the line to squeeze
Chris Donald into second place with 40 points to 39. Mike Nicholls was a distance
behind in third place on 33. Mike Smith had 37 points to win division 1 by a single
point from Bobby Jones with Dave Hollingdale third on 34.
The next week they returned from the enforced snow break to find the course
in remarkably good shape for another Stableford. Geoff Fisher took full advantage
of this, winning division 1 with 43 points which put him 3 ahead of runner-up Peter
Bennett with Steve Sage a further shot back in third. With some players opting for a
further day’s rest, the competition was reduced to just two divisions with the second
going to Barry Stone with an outstanding round of 44 points, putting him 5 ahead of
James Robertson in second place with John Harding third on 37.
Not to be left out, the Club also held their Stableford as the weather turned to rain
which made the rough a bit claggy but this did not stop Gary Cutter winning division 3
with the best score of the day, 44 points. This was a clear 9 points better than Richard
Turner who beat Mike Sinclair for second place on countback. A blanket finish to
division 1 saw three players all finish on 35. A birdie at the final hole gave first place
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to Ben Barwell on countback ahead of Dom Channon and Dave Skelton. Kev Osman
took the honours in division 2, his 38 points holding off Malcolm Tanner by a single
point with Tony Biggs third on 34. It was good to see the first signs of spring bringing
out more ladies for the Club events. In another tight finish, Annya Patten beat Debbie
Monks on countback with both on 34 points. Ronnie Follenfant took third place.
Players in the first Medal for a few months were faced with the daunting prospect
of playing off the white tees for the first time this year. Not everyone was daunted
though with Richard MacArthur leading the way in division 1 with nett 68 which
was good enough to win by 2 from a group of players on 70 with Chris Norris taking
second place on countback from Terry Clark. Brian Fry won division 2 with a nett 70,
just a shot better than both Darren Cornish and Trevor Marshall with second spot
going to Cornish. Perry Snelgrove was only the second player to beat par on the day,
winning division 3 with 69, 2 better than Nigel Young who in turn was a shot ahead
of third placed Nigel Day. Claire Biggs was the best of the lady entrants whilst Mike
Smith had the first hole in one of the year.
The Ladies, as often seems to be the case, got some of the worst weather, but fitted
in a few competitions. First they opted for a foursomes, a traditional but stressful form
of the game. There was a close finish with countback called upon to sort out the first
two places with Shirley Gooding and Claire Biggs just edging out Liz Hill and Sue
McDonald after both finished with 30 points. Janet Robson and Gill Jones took third
spot with 29 points with Cathy Olive and Alison Dodkin a further point back in fourth.
They then fitted in their Easter Chick Run with various chicken or egg related
prizes on offer. Best score of the day came from Sue McDonald, winning division 3 with
37 points which was 4 better than second placed Ruth Rogers with Gay McWhinney
third on 30. Rachel Lockley led the way in division one with 35 points followed by
Marlyn Jackson on 32 and Jane Hewitt on 31. Scores were lower in division 2 with
Janis Lawrence winning on 28, a point better than Margaret Rogers with Audrey
Cowlin another point back in third. They also completed a Greensomes before the
Easter deluge with Liz Hill and Louise Allen just getting the better of Eunice Bond
and Aileen Robertson after both scored 31 points. Rachel Lockley and Cathy Olive
took third place with 29 points.
Time was also found for some more light-hearted competitions including the
Seniors Waltz Bowmaker. The team of Martin Olive, Alasdair McDonald and John
Bussell were in great form, amassing a score of 88 points which put them 6 clear of
their nearest rivals. These were John Vowles, Roger Harding and Dennis Howard
whose score of 82 was just one better than third place. This went to Tony Roe and
Gordon Newbery who achieved this despite being a player short. They also played
4BBB and the players took advantage of spring weather with four pairs finishing with
45 points. The complexities of countback were tested with Chris Norris and Martin
Olive winning on the back six from Phil Rogers and Philip McMahon, and Keith
Thomas and Ken Lohmann taking third place over the back nine.
A new concept was the inaugural KO Cup, a series of short matches played within
the structure of a Stableford format. The semi-finals saw Tony Biggs take out Shirley
Gooding and Ben Barwell triumph over Alan Chambers with Biggs going on to beat
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Barwell over the last three holes to claim the magnificent cup in its first year. Alan
Chambers took the prize for the best score over 18 holes.

Gary Cutter receiving the trophy for the Seniors Winter League from Seniors Captain David Taylor
with third placed Bill Lander and runner-up Chris Donald

Tony Biggs

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club

The Ladies’ section at Wedmore Bowls Club recently held a coffee morning and
art and craft exhibition in aid of the current club charity, Dementia UK. Crafts on
display varied from painting, needlework and embroidery, soft toys, card making and
knitting to lace making, model making and dolls house building. The event was very
well supported by club members and friends and raised a total of £466 for the charity.
The bowls club had already donated £1338 to Dementia UK from men’s prize money
from the 2017 outdoor leagues and cup competition, so the latest donation rounds
off a magnificent year of fund raising.
The main indoor bowling season ended at the end of March and the finals of
Club Competitions were played on the weekend of the 17 and 18 March. Winners
and runners up were:
Men’s 4 wood singles: Winner
Ray Newell;
Runner Up Ron Barron
Ladies’ 4 wood singles: Winner
Maureen Hordle;
Runner Up Barbara Disbrey.
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Open 4 wood singles:
Men’s Pairs:
Mixed Pairs:
Australian Pairs:
Mixed Triples:

Dave Nicholls;
Ron Barron
Winners
Ron Barron and Colin Wilde;
Runners Up John Runciman and Bob Dearden
Winners
Audrey Birch and Ray Newell;
Runners Up Lilian Adams and Keith Pettit
Winners
Double Two;
Runners Up Somebodies
Winners
Barbara Disbrey, Trish Newell and Ron Barron;
Runners Up Pat McHale, Jean Wheller and Keith Pettit.
Winner
Runner Up

The Ladies’ Pairs final had to be cancelled due to snow and will be played at a later
date.
Although some members continue to play indoors throughout the summer, most
players are now looking forward to the outdoor season. The outdoor green will open
on Saturday 14 April initially for practice sessions and friendly games, with a full
programme of league bowling beginning in May. The club are holding an Open Day
on Saturday 5 May from 10.00am until 4.00pm. Bowling will be free and bowls and
shoes will be provided. Follow up coaching sessions for new bowlers will be held on
Sundays 13, 20 and 27 May and Saturday 2 June. Coaching sessions will be free and
will last from 10.00am to 1.00pm. If you are interested in trying outdoor bowling but
the above dates are not convenient then contact Dave Nicholls: Tel: 713483. New
members are always welcome.

Sandra Moss

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’

On Tuesday 15 May, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at
any of the stops.

Royal Wedding

If you want to watch the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle on Saturday 19
May in the company of others do come along to St Mary’s where we will be showing
coverage on a big screen from 11.30 am (the wedding itself is at 12 noon). Why not
come dressed for the occasion?
Craft tables (as for Messy Church) will be available for children from 11 am.
Afterwards do bring a picnic with you to share on tables outside church once the
ceremony has finished, or bring picnic blankets to sit on the grass.
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Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Initiative

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, together with leaders of many other
churches in our country, are calling on churches to spend time praying for their
communities and for our nation during May. As part of this, churches on the Isle of
Wedmore and across the Cheddar Valley will be open from Thursday 10 May until
Sunday 20 May and putting on some interactive prayer tables and installations. So,
please do feel free to pop in and experience any or all of these during this time.
Following a successful walking pilgrimage to Wells from Cheddar last year we will
be repeating this on Saturday 12 May. Beginning from Cheddar Baptist Church at
8.30 am with a short service members of churches from across the Cheddar Valley,
with anyone who wants to join us, will come together to walk up to Priddy for a short
service and picnic before continuing down through Ebbor Gorge to the Bishop’s Palace
where we will finish with a short act of worship around the famous wells. It will be
an opportunity for people to walk together, talk together and be pilgrims together.
All are welcome (dogs as well) and look out for further information in our churches.
Please speak to the vicar if you want to know more.
Thursday 10 May is when Christians remember Jesus ascending to God the Father
after his resurrection (Ascension Day) and Sunday 20 May this year is Pentecost when
Jesus’ Disciples experienced God’s spirit in a special way; so the time in between is
often thought of as a waiting time and so is an appropriate time to spend in special
prayer.
We will conclude this special time with a choral evensong in Allerton church at 5.30
pm on Sunday 20 May, a service which will be led by the Wells Cathedral Voluntary
Choir (the choir which leads services in the Cathedral when the Cathedral Choir isn’t
available). Tea will be served at 4.30 pm.

Parish Registers
Funerals

Our condolences go to the family and friends of:
Patricia Press of Dandos Lane who died on 16 February 2018 aged 85 and whose
funeral took place at South Bristol Crematorium on Thursday 8 March 2018.
Richard Hooper of Burnham on Sea (formerly of Stoughton) who died on 1 March
2018 aged 68 and whose funeral took place at St Mary’s on Tuesday 20 March 2018.
Mary Shott of Bridgwater who died on 23 February aged 89 and whose funeral
took place at St Mary’s on Monday 19 March 2018.
David Shephard of Clewer who died on 7 March 2018 and whose funeral took
place at St Mary’s on Wednesday 28 March 2018.
Baptisms

Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:
Oliver Beazer, son of Andrew and Samantha Beazer of Stoughton, who was
baptised on Sunday 11 March 2018 at St Mary’s.
Elsie Willcox, daughter of Thomas and Kerry Willcox of Mudgley, who was baptised
on Sunday 18 March 2018 at St Mary’s.
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Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday
6
Easter 6 / Rogation
10.30 am Parish Communion
			
6.00 pm Movement Youth
Worship
Sunday 13
Easter 7
10.30 am Morning Prayer
			
6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 20
Pentecost
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
			
10.30 am Family Service
Sunday 27
Trinity Sunday
10.30 am No Service
			
6.00 pm Start the Week

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6
10
13
20
27

Easter 6 / Rogation
Ascension Day
Easter 7
Pentecost
Trinity Sunday

9.00 am
8.00 pm
9.00 am
9.00 am
9.00 am

Parish Communion
Benefice Communion
Sunday Breakfast
Parish Communion
Patronal Communion

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6
13
20
27

Easter 6 / Rogation
Easter 7
Pentecost
Trinity Sunday

11.00 am Morning Prayer
11.00 am Parish Communion
11.00 am Parish Communion
11.00 am. No Service

Allerton Church
Sunday
6
Easter 6 / Rogation
Sunday 13
Easter 7
Sunday 20
Pentecost
Sunday 27
Trinity Sunday
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice
713566.

9.00 am Family Service
9.00 am Morning Prayer
5.30 pm Choral Evensong
9.00 am No Service
of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am Morning service. (We have groups for tots to teens, and a
lovely playroom for restless little ones)
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with w View.’
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Come for coffee/tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm
welcome. Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here.
We have good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30- 9.15pm. We run two youth groups for school
years 6-8 and years 9+
For further details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk or come & see us at www.
bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for May

Sunday 6 May 10.30am.
Sunday 13 May 10.30am.

6 of Easter
7 of Easter

MrsJacquelineCobb
Mr Ken Hill

Family Service

Sunday 20 May 10.30am.

Pentecost

Mr Barry Speddings

Holy Communion

Sunday 27 May 10.30am.

Trinity

Rev Roly Sims

Crickham Baptist Church

Sunday Services: 6.30pm
Sunday School: 10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays  . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 712774
Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
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Extended Surgery Hours

The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal
surgery times.
These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are dedicated
to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
Extended hours surgeries are held:
Axbridge Surgery

Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
Wedmore Surgery

Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of
doctors.
Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or
visit / telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours.
You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or
visit the NHS 111 website.
During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell
for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. Surgery
telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus

The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, travelling to Taunton
(Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street
(Fridays).
The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal taxi service. You get on
and off wherever you tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside your own
house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares
compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel
and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.
The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:
Controller Taunton
Angeline Duckett
712631
Controller Bridgwater
Angeline Duckett
712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe
713471
Controller Street
Thelma Jenkins-Jones 710467
The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen,
710759
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Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham

For intermediate stops from Burnham to Wedmore (Highbridge, East Huntspill and
Mark) and, Henton to Wells (Wookey Homelea and St Cuthbert’s Avenue) please
visit www.somerset.gov.uk. The bus departs from the Borough and runs Monday to
Friday only, there is no service on Bank Holidays.
Departs
Burnham Tesco

10.45

Burnham Old Pier
Wedmore

07.42

13.05

09.22

10.50

13.10

09.55

11.25

13.45

Henton Post Office

07.52

10.05

11.35

13.55

Wells Coronation Road

08.02

10.15

11.45

14.05

10.22

11.52

14.12

Wells Bus Station

08.09

Wells Blue School

08.17

Wookey Hole

08.24

10.33

13.03

14.23

09.12

10.35

13.05

13.05

Departs
Wookey Hole
Wells Blue School

13.45

17.30
15.35

Wells Bus Station

09.23

10.46

13.16

13.55

15.43

17.41

Wells Coronation Road

09.30

10.53

13.23

14.05

15.50

17.47

14.12

Henton Post Office

09.40

11.04

13.33

Wedmore

10.00

11.25

13.50

Burnham Old Pier

10.36

12.01

14.26

Tesco Burnham

10.41

12.06

14.31

16.00

17.57

16.10

18.07

14.23

Crossword 13 Answers

Across: 8.whim 9.antisocial 10.smooch 11.icecubes 12.pastimes 14.impact
16.czar 17.clock 18.wine 19.pencil 21.Tasmania 23.lionised 26.Utopia
27.televising 28.rare
Down: 1.chimpanzee 2.imposter 3.fathom 4.etui 5.asterisk 6.scrump
7.sake 13.sport 15.centilitre 17.calfskin 18.weaponry 20.Cannes
22.smudge 24.ilex 25.dais
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Wedmore Street Fair –
2018 Booking Form
C/O Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.
I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on
Saturday 7th July 2018. Theme is ‘100 years since the end of World War One’
Charities £17, local groups & societies £22, commercial stalls £40.
I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.
Name: 
Organisation / or type of stall:

Address: 


Tel no: 
Email address (obligatory)
for receipt & stall details: 
I enclose a cheque for:
£
made payable to Wedmore Street Fair
or BACS to WSF account: Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed: 

What’s On in the Parish
1-Tues
4-Fri
5-Sat
7-Mon
8-Tues
9-Wed
11-Fri
12-Sat

13-Sun
14-Mon

15-Tues

16-Wed

17-Thurs
18-Fri
19-Sat
20-Sun
21-Mon
22-Tues
23-Wed
24-Thu
48

Wedmore Tuesday Club
Wedmore Young Farmers
Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic
Mark Carey’s “Into the Breach”
Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group
St Mary’s Church Tower Tours
Wedmore Tuesday Club
Camelot Quilters
Blackford Cafe
Probus
Glastonbury Male Voice Choir
View working draft of Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Wedmore in Bloom Work Party
Wedmore Farmers’ Market
Wedmore Gardening Club plant sale and coffee morning
View working draft of Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
“Second Best Bed” one-woman drama starring Liz Grand
Holy Trinity Church Breakfast
Andrew Wright in Conversation
Theale Film Club-The Levelling
Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group
Hilary Boyd-Lunch time talk
Simon King-Nature Watch
Green Wedmore
Wedmore Tuesday Club
Jeremy Cole-lunchtime organ recital
View working draft of Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Wedmore Young Farmers
Club 50 coach trip to Abbey Gardens at Malmsbury
Don Boyd-talk on film direction
Jeremy Hardy Live 2018
Parish Council meeting
Michael Eavis-lunchtime talk
Wedmore WI-craft session
Richard Lennox-an evening of popular classics
Brigadier Bruce Jackman OBE MC-lunchtime talk
Wells Cathedral School Brass Ensemble
Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic
Theale Community Cafe
Clare Teal And Her Trio
Theale Village Get Together
Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group
Wedmore Tuesday Club
Wedmore Young Farmers
Wedmore Gardening Club talk by Robert Parkin
Camelot Quilters
Probus
IOW Society Meeting-talk by Kate and Lester Durston
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10.30am-2.30pm
Wedmore VH
7.30pm
The George Inn
8.00pm
Panborough Inn
7.30pm
Wedmore VH
9.30am
The Scout Hut
10.00am-4.00pm
St Mary’s Church
10.30am-2.30pm
Wedmore VH
10.00am
Wedmore VH
2.00pm-4.00pm
Blackford VH
10.15am
Golf Club
7.30pm
St Mary’s Church
3.00pm-7.00pm
Parish Room
9.30am
The George Inn
9.30am-1.30pm
Borough Yard
10.00am-12 noon
Masonic Hall
10.00am-1.00pm
Parish Room
7.30pm
Wedmore VH
8.30am
Holy Trinity Church
12 noon
The Swan
6.30pm
Theale VH
9.30am
The Scout Hut
12 noon
The Swan
7.00pm
Wedmore VH
7.30pm
The George Inn
10.30am-2.30pm
Wedmore VH
12 noon
St Mary’s Church
6.00pm-9.00pm
Parish Room
7.30pm
The George Inn
9.15am
Cheddar Rd car park
12 noon
The Swan
7.30pm
Wedmore VH
7.30pm Council Rooms, Grant Lane
12 noon
The Swan
7.30pm
Masonic Hall
7.30pm
St Mary’s Church
12 noon
The Swan
7.30pm
St Mary’s Church
8.00pm
Panborough Inn
10.00am
Theale VH
7.30pm
St Mary’s Church
4.00pm
Theale VH and Orchard
9.30am
The Scout Hut
10.30am-2.30pm
Wedmore VH
7.30pm
The George Inn
7.30pm
Masonic Hall
10.00am
Wedmore VH
10.15am
Golf Club
7.30pm
Masonic Hall
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25-Fri
28-Mon
29-Tues
30-Wed

Limelight Night-Open Mic at the Swan
Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group
Wedmore Tuesday Club
Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting

8.00pm
9.30am
10.30am-2.30pm
8.00pm

The Swan
The Scout Hut
Wedmore VH
The George Inn

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY
Fitness2Unique
9.15am
Blackford VH		 Rane
				 Lisa
Pilates
11.00am
The George		 Georgie
Art Group
2-4.00pm
Wedmore VH		 Chris Midford
Modern Dance
4.00pm
Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee
Beavers
5.30pm
Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw
Bridge Club
7.00pm
Masonic Hall		 Steve Pedrick
Scouts
7.15pm
Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw
TUESDAY
Fitness2Unique
Chair Yoga
Tuesday Club
Ballet Classes
Acting Up Drama Club
Cubs
Circuit Training
Cardiodance
WEDNESDAY
Fitness2Unique
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Yoga
PilogaFit
Tai Chi

9.15am
Blackford VH		 Rane / Lisa As above
10.00am
The Swan Inn + Jo Willis
10.30am
Wedmore VH		 Angela Mills
4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre
3.45pm
Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield
6.30pm
Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw
7.30pm
Blackford VH		 Nigel
7.30pm Wedmore First School		 Kaye Morgan Anstee
9.15am
4.30pm
6.00pm
7.00pm
8.00pm
10.30am
12.15-1.15pm

Blackford VH		 Rane / Lisa As above
Wedmore VH + Gail Millard
Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall
Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling
Blackford VH		 Sandra Mailey
Wedmore VH		 John Beasley
Wedmore VH		 John Beasley

07977 414799
07801 272255
07976 254887
01749 712522
01278 641194
01934 712438
01934 712852
01934 712438

07552 711101
01934 712607
ashermann99@hotmail.com
07973 429947
01934 712438
07776 82231
07799 814204

01934 713922
01934 713566
01934 713650
01934 712686
01749 672482
01749 672482

THURSDAY
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am
Blackford VH + Abbe Smith
07753 941341
Yoga
10.00am
Scout Hut		 Shane Allen
01275 790175
Maturity Gang
10.30am
Wedmore VH		 Pat Taylor
01934 713430
Bridge
2.00pm
IOW Golf Club		 Brian Moreton
01934 713854
					
brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com
Ballet Classes
3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre
ashermann99@hotmail.com
Cubs
6.30pm
Scout Hut		 Bill Belshaw
01934 712438
FRIDAY
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)
Tots and Tinies
Wedmore Art Group

9.15am
Blackford VH		 Rane / Lisa
9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page
2.00pm
Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders

As above
01934 710431
01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays
May 2018

49

