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Editorial
Perhaps it’s just me, but 2018 only seems to have been here 10 minutes and suddenly 
we are halfway through the year. Welcome to the June edition, number 462. 

I am pleased to report that the following 9 local organisations have made 
successful bids for funding and will receive grants from the IOW News during this 
years allocation:

• Wedmore in Bloom
• The Wedmore Tuesday Club
• Hugh Sexey’s School Blackford
• The Wedmore Village Defibrillator
• The Wedmore Arts Festival
• The Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee
• The Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee
• The Wedmore Scouts
• The Isle of Wedmore Guides

Please would the representatives of those groups furnish me with cheque payee and 
address details? In all we have been able to donate a grand total this year of £3035.

Well, in addition to our usual broad array of diverse and interesting events, we 
have performances of Mill on the Floss and Mozart’s Requiem, professional Acting 
/ Directing Workshops, the 40 – 30 Cycle Ride and a weekend of Hidden Gardens 
all taking place here in June, so please don’t be bored.

As always, a warm thank you to those who made a contribution to this edition.
Bill Sutton

Deadline for July Edition: 1 June 2018
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 
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The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
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included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility or legality.
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Front Cover
This photo gives an idea of what you might see when you visit the Hidden Gardens. 
It was taken in Jim Gibbs’ garden at the time of the last open gardens in 2004.

News
Parish Council Business
At the April meeting, the members agreed to make a grant to Wedmore in Bloom 
as a ‘thank you’ for all their efforts around the village. The floral displays are very 
much enjoyed by locals and visitors alike and I receive many comments and e-mails 
during the year praising the efforts of the WIB members. Other matters discussed 
were mainly confined to financial and business requirements. This was the last meeting 
to be chaired by Nick Avery who has held the position of Chairman for the past two 
years. His successor will be elected at the May meeting.

A Note from the Chair of the Cemetery Committee
Glenys Cousins wishes to thank all our volunteers who came to the cemetery on a 
sunny April morning to assist with our spring tidy up. Harold, Bill, Howard and John 
continued to reinstate the grassed over pathways while Liz, Fiona, Jill and Mary 
weeded and tidied the Garden of Remembrance. We also filled six black sacks mainly 
with plastic wreaths which had been left on graves since Christmas. The whole place 
looked a picture by the end of the morning, just in time for the rain to start. It is hoped 
to have a further tidy up in the autumn.
Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore, Somerset BS284EA, 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Attention all Men Aged 45 and Over
The Somerset Prostate Support Association have 
partnered with Cheddar Vale Lions Club to run a free 
PSA testing session on Saturday 30 June 2018 in Cheddar 
Village Hall (opposite St Andrew’s Church), Church St, 
Cheddar BS27 3RF, from 9.30am to 12.30 pm.

Men’s lives matter, so this will be a chance for 
men aged 45 and over to take advantage of this generous offer - around 40,000 men 
in the UK are diagnosed with prostate cancer annually, with approximately 10,000 
deaths resulting. However, if caught early with this test, lives could be saved!.

The Somerset Prostate Association and Cheddar Vale Lions Club are staging 
this event and covering the costs, seeing it as an important part of their work in the 
community. So please come along, even if you do not have any symptoms. It may also 
raise your awareness of what to look for in the future.

To make an appointment, please phone Tim on 01934 842513 or email - 
tim@shipham.plus.com (Somerset Prostate Association) or Cheddar Lions Club on 
0845 833 7402 for any enquiries. 

Alternatively you can drop in without an appointment on the day.

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:tim@shipham.plus.com
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Wedmore Real Ale Festival 2018
Last year’s Wedmore Real Ale Festival raised a whopping 
£17,500 for 18 local beneficiaries. This brings our grand total 
of fund-raising for local, worthy causes to just over a staggering 
£168,000 since the festival began back in 2001! 

Planning is already well under way for this year’s festival 
which takes place on Friday 14 to Sunday 16 September at 
Wedmore Village Hall.

Whether you’ve volunteered to help, sponsored a barrel, sponsored the festival 
pint glasses, donated an auction or raffle prize or turned up and quaffed ales in 
2017, without you none of our fundraising would have been possible. So many, many 
thanks for attending in the past and we hope that you, your loved ones, colleagues 
and everyone else you know can join us for this year’s Wedmore Real Ale Festival.

The festival will, as always, have a fun theme and will include an incredible mix 
of live music: Kindred, one of Wedmore’s popular live bands, will be opening the 
festival’s live music on Friday night, and Bad Edukation, who brought the house 
down on the Friday of last year’s festival, will be Saturday’s main act. We will also 
be showcasing live local music on Saturday afternoon/early evening and, last but not 
least, our legendary DJ Olly Eade from DJ Enhance will also be with us all weekend. 

Alongside this musical line-up there will be over 65 different choices of real ales, 
ciders, perrys and wine, with food available throughout the weekend. 

Evening admission to the festival will be £5 per person, which will include a 2018 
festival pint glass to take away. Our ever-popular fancy dress theme on Saturday 
evening will be London Tube Stations, so start planning how you can turn one of the 
capital’s many tube stations into an eye-catching and inventive costume – there are 
loads of great of ideas online.

If you would like to support the festival by sponsoring a barrel of beer or cider, 
then please contact Amanda Carver at amanda.carver@outlook.com, who will be 
delighted to add you to our list of waiting sponsors. 

We are also currently appealing for prizes and lots for the Sunday afternoon’s 
raffle and auction. If you have an item / service / promise that you wish to donate, 
please contact Chaz Maguire on 07973 810 786. 

If you would like to volunteer during the festival either to help set up in the 
mornings, during the festival or clear up on the Sunday afternoon, then please contact 
Mike Bewick on 07794 781975. Helping at such a social event really doesn’t feel like 
work at all.

Festival tops and hoodies are now available to order. The hoodies will only have 
the logo on the front left breast and will be available in various colours. So, if you 
want to get your festival top or hoodie in time to wear for the summer season, visit 
our website and complete the pre-order form.

To keep up to date with the final details for this year’s festival please like our 
Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on twitter @WedmoreRealAle 
or go to our brand new website www.wedmorerealale.com

Role on September!

mailto:amanda.carver@outlook.com
http://www.wedmorerealale.com


June 2018 5

Dick Hooper
Lorraine would like to thank all family and friends for their love and support 
throughout Dick’s illness and also for attending his funeral service and giving so 
generously to the collection for The Beacon Centre where he was looked after with 
such care and compassion. Dick will be sadly missed.

Article from District Councillor 
Three years has flown since I was elected in 2015 as District Councillor for the 
Wedmore and Mark Wards and I thought it high time to keep you all posted on some 
of the issues that I deal with on a daily basis, just so you all know that I do actually 
do something!!

Numerous residents have approached me on planning matters, some applications 
have gone to committee, where I have mostly spoken in favour, and we have had some 
positive outcomes and sadly some not so happy outcomes. I am also in talks with various 
developers regarding the building of much-needed new homes and more importantly 
affordable homes and I hope in the not too distant future we will be able to persuade 
them to build more passive and eco-friendly homes, making them truly affordable in 
every way.

Working with the Neighbourhood Plan team has been interesting and we hope to 
continue to mould Wedmore into the village it deserves to be in the future. I am still 
working on plans to create a community park within Wedmore, a space to be used by 
all ages for our health and wellbeing.

The threatened closure of the post office and the 67 bus route were of huge concern 
to me and I gave them both my full support; being penalized for living in a rural location 
is not high on my agenda, thankfully we still have both services for now.

There have also been many traffic and road issues brought to my attention and 
I permanently seem to be emailing SCC Highways dept. with a query. They do get 
back to me but nothing happens quickly and the budget is tight. I am currently trying 
to get some road improvements and cycle awareness signs put along the road from 
Plud Street to Wellsway and HSMS, as this is the recommended cycle route for pupils 
of the middle school and the road floods terribly and I follow children in my car and 
have my heart in my mouth most of the way… we must keep them safe and may I 
remind locals using these routes, especially during term time, to drive with thought 
and care please.

I have been spreading the word for TrueSpeed….hoping to get more residents to 
sign up for super-fast, guaranteed broadband, but simply enough people didn’t get it 
or haven’t been aware of it and I hope that we shall be successful in the next round, but 
am glad to say that all the surrounding villages within my ward are getting connected 
soon, so lucky you!!! Come on Wedmore we can do it!

I still sit on several committees on the PC and SDC, including the drainage board, 
planning, allotments, PPLO, community scrutiny and grants. I am vice-chair of the 
licensing committee and am also the under-study to the housing portfolio holder at SDC.

I am a custodian of Ashton windmill still and have resolved many maintenance 
issues with the mill and the compound using my contacts at SDC.
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There has been a nasty fly-tipping issue locally and I am working closely with 
various people to try to resolve this problem. I can’t mention all the problems people 
come to me with as it would be a very long article, but I am enjoying the position and 
it has opened me up to so many aspects of community life…. I can’t always find the 
answers people would like, but I have a jolly good go at it. 

Oh yes I nearly forgot…I saved a ferret from certain death on the Cheddar road!!!! 
No end to my talents!

Next year will be local election time again, so expect myself and Will to be knocking 
on your door or popping a leaflet through it at some point and I really hope to be 
re-elected to serve this community for another four-year term.

Councillor Polly Costello

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers 
Music in Mind will take place on 4 and 18 June, commencing at 
2.15pm.

Stella Moore, Registered Music Therapist HCPC 
01934 732282

£1,700 Raised by Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare 
Fashion Show
On behalf of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare I would like to thank all 
those who attended and so generously supported the Fashion Show held at the Isle 
of Wedmore Bowls Club on 7 April in aid of Weston Hospicecare.
After the show all the clothes modelled by the 13 models (two casual and one formal 
outfit each), all from Hospice charity shops, were available for sale, as well as items 
of clothing and jewellery in a pop-up Hospice shop. It was an excellent afternoon 
enjoyed by all who attended with afternoon tea of scones, jam and clotted cream in 
the interval.
I would like to thank Sainsbury’s of Cheddar for the scones, Morrison’s of Worle for 
the clotted cream and the Village Store (Paper Shop) Wedmore for sale of the tickets. 
The jam was also donated. Thanks to all those who worked so hard behind the scenes 
to make the afternoon such a success and special thanks to Gemma Turner of the 
Hospice who fitted each model with her three outfits.

Shirley Wederell on behalf of the Friends

The Mill on the Floss, from George Eliot’s Novel at Wedmore Village Hall
Wedmore Theatre is again delighted to be hosting Bristol Old Vic Theatre School’s West 
Country touring production. This year they are bringing an adaptation of George Eliot’s 
novel ‘The Mill on the Floss’ to the Wedmore Village Hall on Friday 8 June at 7.30 pm.

In this fluid and visceral re-imagining, Helen Edmundson (Queen Anne, Coram 
Boy, The Heresy of Love) turns George Eliot’s unforgettable story of first love, sibling 
rivalry and regret into a wonderfully theatrical examination of the psyche of one of 
classic literature’s most charismatic heroines.
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Brought up at Dorlcote Mill, Maggie Tulliver worships her brother Tom and is 
desperate to win the approval of her parents, but her 
passionate, wayward nature and her fierce intelligence bring 
her into constant conflict with her family. As she reaches 
adulthood, the clash between their expectations and her 
desires is painfully played out as she finds herself torn 
between her relationships with three very different men: 
her proud and stubborn brother Tom; hunchbacked Phillip 
Wakem, the son of her family’s worst enemy; and the 
charismatic yet dangerous Stephen Guest.

With its poignant portrayal of sibling relationships, 
The Mill on the Floss is considered George Eliot’s most 
autobiographical novel and here Edmundson loses none 
of its breadth, whilst beautifully examining the complex 
nature of relationships and love.

All seats are numbered, so the sooner you book the 
better the seat you will get. Tickets are on sale from Wedmore Village Store, by 
phoning 01278 641370, or online at www.wedmoretheatre.com

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Thanks to all of you who came along to the three consultation 
events on the ‘Working Draft’ Neighbourhood Plan or looked 
at it on the website. We will now work through your comments 
before publishing the formal ‘Regulation 14’ version of the plan 
in the summer. At that stage everyone will have six weeks to comment.

In response to Rosemary Hasler’s letter in the IoW News last month, I hope the 
text of the draft design policies will have allayed her concerns. In particular:

• we will not be seeking ‘insipid imitations of the buildings of past centuries’; 
Policy WED4 only seeks new development to be ‘sympathetic’ to the character 
of Wedmore - good quality contemporary designs will be welcomed;

• we are requiring new homes to meet ‘A’ energy rating and to be constructed 
to ‘Lifetime Homes’ standards.

Bob Sellwood 
Chairman, Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan Group

Somerset Choral Society Summer Concert at St Mary’s Church Wedmore
The Somerset Choral Society will perform ‘Requiem Mass’ by Amadeus Mozart 

and the ‘Foundling Hospital Anthem’ by George Friederich Handel on Saturday 16 
June. The concert will be conducted by their Musical Director Edward Goater with 
an Organ Accompaniment and the Soloists will be Lucy Balderson (Soprano), Finn 
Lacey (Counter-Tenor), Oliver Chubb (Tenor), and Harry Guthrie (Bass). 

Wine and soft drinks will be on sale during the interval. Tickets at £15 will be 
available in advance from Wedmore Post Office or tel. 01934 843727 or 01934 713271. 
Tickets will be available on the door subject to availability. Further information may 
be found on line at www.somersetsingers.wordpress.com

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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The Farming Community Network (FCN)
It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN 
Helpline; 03000 111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year. 
FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Theatre’s New Acting/Directing Workshops with 
Professional Tutor
John Hartoch, a distinguished professional theatre director and 
formerly Head of Acting Courses at Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, 
will be coming to Wedmore this summer to tutor a set of three 
workshops for any members of our community who would like to 
have a go at directing, or to develop and hone their acting technique.

The workshops are for all ages from 14 – 60 years, although a 
small number of places will be offered to younger people who have acting experience, 
by invitation only. Participants can be complete beginners, or have any level of 
previous acting or backstage experience. They just need an interest in all its aspects 
of live theatre.

The three workshops will finish with the participants putting on a short show 
onstage, using the work they have created together during the sessions, and playing it 
to a small private audience, including the tutor. We shall be using, as our script, ‘The 
Railway Children’, which is also to be Wedmore Theatre’s major autumn production 
this year. Open auditions for this production will follow on immediately after the final 
workshop, for those who are interested in reading for a part.

The three workshops will take place in Wedmore Village Hall on the following dates:
• Saturday 30 June from 3pm to 6.30pm
• Saturday 21 July from 3pm to 6.30pm
• Sunday 22 July from 3pm to 6.30pm

The three workshops are linked, so applicants will need to be able to attend all 
three. The cost for the set of three will be £15 p.p. for over-18s, and £5 for 14-18s. 
Numbers will be limited, to ensure that participants get the maximum benefit, so 
early application is advised, and in any case should be received by Wedmore Theatre 
no later than 15 June. 

To find out more, or to apply, e-mail chair@wedmoretheatre.com, giving your 
full contact details, age if under 18, any theatrical experience you have, and which 
aspect of theatre you are interested in learning more about. Or phone 01934 713125.

Wedmore Theatre Committee

Wedmore Sports Pavilion – Funding Update
The new sport pavilion project at Wedmore received a massive boost with the receipt 
of a formal grant award offer from the Premier League and the FA Facilities Fund. 
The grant offer of £421,425 exceeded even our most optimistic expectations.

Including professional fees and all associated costs the budget for the new pavilion 
building had risen to £548,337, but the grant offer combined with the £91,000 already 
raised to date means that the project is on the brink of becoming a reality. Pete Brown 

mailto:chair@wedmoretheatre.com
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from Benjamin + Beauchamp architects who has been coordinating the project on 
behalf of the WPFMC stressed that there was still a funding shortfall to be closed but 
was confident that with further grant applications combined with various planned 
fund raising events that funds could be raised to enable a start on site as early as 
August this year.

The junior football club are holding a Golf Day 
at Wedmore Golf Club on Friday 15 June and your 
support would be much appreciated. To enter a 
team of four or to sponsor a hole please contact 
p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com Mobile 07973 
931675. It should be a really great day. Every pound 
raised is being matched by Santander, so we are 
doubling our efforts to raise as much money as we can.

It has always been our wish to create a building 
with a fully sustainable future. The key element is the inclusion of a 30KW photovoltaic 
array on the south roof slope of the building. The PV panels will not only generate 
sufficient energy to power the building, but the projected surplus will via feed-in 
tariffs generate additional income to cover not only the maintenance of the PV array 
but the building itself.

The total cost of the array if it can be funded is a little over £26,000 for 108 PV panels. 
The cost per panel works out at roughly £250. We would like to invite any community 
minded individuals or businesses to take part in our ‘Buy a PV Panel’ scheme. In return 
for your generous donation your name will be permanently engraved on a commemorative 
plaque displayed within the new pavilion and you will enjoy the warm feeling inside 
knowing that you have helped create a truly sustainable facility for the village.

If you would like to ‘Buy a PV Panel’ (as we will now have a roof to put them on!), 
please contact our treasurer Richard Banwell via e-mail at richard@banwell.org.uk or 
on 01278 641109 to make payment arrangements.

Thank you
Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee

Wedmore Street Fair
The Wedmore Street Fair will be held on Saturday 7 July 2018 from 10am to 4pm. 
The theme this year reflects on and celebrates 100 years since the end of World War 1. 

Please complete the booking form inside the back cover if you would like a stall.

Wedmore Harvest Home
Please could winners from last year’s procession start to drop the 
trophies back in to the Village Store (Paper Shop). Please make sure 
you have had them engraved and cleaned, ready for us to use them at 
this year’s event. For any questions on the procession please contact 
Jackie on 01934 712248. 

The colouring competitions will be available soon for the children 
to enter with a chance of being a royal for the Harvest Home Day. The competition 
will be in Wedmore First School, online and also copies will be available to pick up 
at the Street Fair. 

mailto:p.bird@thedrurypartnership.com
mailto:richard@banwell.org.uk
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Make a Name for Yourself in the Village Hall!
Put your name on one of the seats before they all get taken… Last chance to help 
pay for the superb new raked seating in the hall. A donation of £30 will buy a plaque 
with YOUR name on it for one of the seats. 

Donations can be sent in the first instance to Suzanne Metters at Beggar’s Roost, 
BS28 4AD, stating clearly what name you would like to see on your seat. Cheques payable 
to ‘Wedmore Arts Festival’. Please ring Suzanne on 01934 712515 for more details.

Wedmore 40–30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 17 June
A charity cycle event based on Wedmore is taking place for the first time on Sunday 
17 June in aid of Weston Hospicecare and The Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore.

Fun Ride - For all the family 12 miles 
Short Route - Ride the Levels 30 miles 
Medium Route - For the hill climber 40 miles 
Long Route - For a bigger challenge 70 miles
All routes start at Wedmore Playing Fields
For reservations please go to https://tinyurl.com/wedmore4030

Reach Out and Dance
Moonwalk, Flamenco, Salsa, Bhangra Bhangra, Hip Hop, Street ………

Ever had a go? Do you wish you had had the opportunity? Well here’s your chance.
Wedmore Over 50s Dance (The Maturity Gang) meet in Wedmore Village Hall 

from 10.30 am to 12.00 noon every Thursday (term time only). The cost is £5/£3 conc. 
paid per session and the aim is to get fit, dance, meet new people and have fun. 

The group is planning to hold free taster sessions at selected Village Halls and we 
will be holding sessions in Meare Church Rooms on Wednesdays 6, 13 and 20 June 
starting at 10.30 am.

You are invited to join in the fun. No special expertise or clothing is required.
Contact Pat Taylor on 01934 713430 (email davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com) 

for more details or just turn up on the day.

Theale Flower Show – Celebrating 75 Years
The Theale Flower Show is celebrating its 75th year since conception. 
To mark the event we are arranging a special nostalgic show, including 
an exhibition of past memorabilia. If you have any old photographs, 
film or items that you would be prepared to loan for the day we 
would love to hear from you. Please contact our President, Mr Phil 
Butterworth. Tel. 01934 712775 pb@theconsultant.org

Theale Flower Show – Ted’s Taters in a Tub Competition!
It’s time to start thinking about your potatoes, if you want to enter the grand ‘Ted’s 
Taters in a Tub’ competition at the Theale Flower Show this September. This is what 
you need to do:

• Potatoes to be grown in a maximum of 25 litres of soil / compost.
• Any variety or number of seed potatoes may be used.
• Changing or replacing the growing medium is not permitted.
• Haulms to be cut.

https://tinyurl.com/wedmore4030
mailto:davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com
mailto:pb@theconsultant.org
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• Then on Show Day, on 1 September, there will be The Big Dig at 4.30pm! 
• Each competitor will be required to turn out the container when asked to do 

so by the judge.
• The judge will weigh the crop of potatoes.
• The prize is for the competitor with the heaviest crop of potatoes in the 

container.
The prize will be £5.00 and a novelty trophy.
So don’t delay, plan to plant today! There is more 

information about how to grow potatoes successfully in 
containers on the world wide web! 

Remember you need to register your entry by 9pm on 30 
August 2018. Go to www.thealeflowershow.com for details 
about how to make your entry and about the Show. 
Cathy Butterworth, Show Secretary, Theale Flower Show 

712775, cb@theconsultant.org 

Grow a Fuchsia for Theale Flower Show!
Why not grow a fuchsia plant and enter Class 83? The details on how 
to enter will be in the August edition of Wedmore News and in 
the Theale Flower Show schedule, available on and after the 
Wedmore Street Fair. If you have any questions contact the 
Show Secretary, Cathy Butterworth, on 01934 712775. 

Fingerposts Appeal
Since our last report we have been able to complete the renovation 
and replace the fingerpost on the Cheddar Road at Rughill. 

Most unfortunately, as there is a queue of orders for new blades at the foundry, 
we have been delayed with the renovation of the fingerpost at Blackford Church. It 
is expected that it can be completed by the time this is published. It is good to know 
that other parishes are renovating their fingerposts too!!

There is also some good news that further generous donations have been received 
so that we have been able to give the go-ahead for renovation of the fingerposts at 
Snipefield and Mudgley Cross. The remaining fingerposts to complete the whole 
project are: Snake Lane, Cocklake River Bridge, Stoughton Cross, Ashton junction 
Stoughton, and two more out on Tealham Moor.

Very many thanks to those who have already contributed, and also to those who 
may be going to contribute.

David Ewens

Sale of Residue of Artist’s Studio – until 10 June
Peter Coate RWE (1926 – 2016), lived for many years in Stone Allerton during which 
time he had many connections with Wedmore. 

Some readers may remember him and the exhibitions he held there, and may like 
to know that, as he was a well-regarded and prolific Somerset artist, there is currently 
a sale of his work in the Wells and Mendip Museum. 

http://www.thealeflowershow.com
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org
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Peter was a countryman and lover of wild spaces, especially the Levels and the 
Mendip Area. He was an all-weather painter working in both oil and watercolours. 
Much of his work can be seen as records of our ever-changing landscape and buildings. 

Proceeds from the sale will be donated to the Somerset Wildlife Trust and to the 
Museum. The sale will run every day until 10 June with the exception of Sundays and 
the usual Museum entry fee of £3 will apply. 

For further information please contact Pamela at 01749 675504. 

Wedmore’s Hidden Gardens – Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 June
Missed the Chelsea Flower Show? Then come to Wedmore! Very soon Wedmore’s 
Hidden Gardens will throw open their gates for a whole weekend to welcome visitors to 
see the work which has been going on for months to ensure they are at their absolute best. 

Now the warmth and long days have brought the plants on beautifully and 
everything is blooming prolifically to produce a splendid show. Usually hidden behind 
walls and hedges, there is huge variety in the gardens. Some are large, some small, 
formal and informal, shady and sunny, flowers and fruit, vegetables, greenhouses – 
lots to see and explore. They all reflect the individual character of their creators and 
are just waiting to welcome visitors.

Lunches will be served in one garden with coffees and cream teas and cakes at 
St Mary’s church and in another garden. There are two car parks in the village – off 
the Cheddar Road / Lerburne and at the playing fields and we hope that as many 
visitors as possible will use them and walk between gardens as we are anticipating 
large numbers of visitors.

For more detailed information and a list of the 10 participating gardens, please 
see www.isleofwedmore or contact Heather Hector, heather@thehectors.co.uk 712478 
or Anne Blandford, anne@blandford.me.uk 713045.

Wedmore Opera presents Cavalleria Rusticana by Pietro Mascagni 
on 11, 13, and 14 July 
To celebrate our 30th birthday, Wedmore Opera is delighted to present a short but powerful 

operatic work that has been described as a perfect introduction to the art form.
Last year’s performance of ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ inspired a whole 

new company of opera enthusiasts which means our chorus is now bigger 
and better than ever before – perfect timing for this particular production.

Cavalleria Rusticana is set in a Sicilian village in the mid-1950s, and 
takes us back to a time when community really mattered. The characters 
are all neighbours, and the close-knit atmosphere is overwhelming. The 

action takes place around the piazza, the wine shop and the church, those timeless 
symbols of community and neighbourliness. These are ordinary people whose lives 
are turned upside down by impatience, jealousy, lust, betrayal, revenge and regret. 
Unexceptional lives destroyed by the backlash of exceptional emotions. 

Our soloists are, of course, all exceptional: Francesca Bowkett, Claire Filer, Merryn 
Gamba, Alan Philps and John Pumphrey. 

Ultimately there will be a duel – but who will triumph? 
Tickets will be on sale from 16 June - online and in the Wedmore Village Store. 

To find out more, please visit our website: wedmoreopera.com

http://www.isleofwedmore
mailto:heather@thehectors.co.uk
http://wedmoreopera.com/
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Somerset Wildlife Trust Reports New Record for Bittern on its Reserves
Somerset retains its position as Britain’s bittern stronghold, as 
the population of the mysterious and elusive wetland bird keeps 
on booming

Somerset Wildlife Trust is pleased to say that following its 
annual spring Bittern count, 11 booming Bittern males were 
recorded on the Westhay Moor, Westhay Heath and Catcott 
Nature Reserves - the highest number since surveying on these 
sites began. This brought the total for the Avalon Marshes to 50 
Bittern and 55 for the county. This serves as further evidence that the meticulous land 
and water level management that has taken place over the years pays huge dividends 
for these very special birds – as well as the other wetland bird and wildlife species 
that call these places home.

How do we do it? To record these birds and have an understanding of how their 
population are faring, a large number of volunteers are paired up at 5am to survey 
at different points across the Avalon Marshes reserves to listen out for the distinctive 
‘boom’. Each time a boom is heard, the location is plotted on a map of the area which 
is split into grid square. All the information from each pair is collected and correlated 
to identify how many individuals are present based on the location of booms heard.

IT for the Terrified
Are you terrified of tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?!

I.T. for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, computers, 
and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of two hours costs £10 
and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and friendly way, using their 
own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and fully understand 
that the use of modern technology can be daunting to the newcomer. We can cover android 
phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, Windows and Macs. 

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different volunteers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, but we will arrange an appointment to suit 
both parties as quickly as we can. 

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help 
with something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an 
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, 
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and now cost £10 
for a two-hour session but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have 
any other requirements.

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751 
(usually goes to a standard answer phone – please leave a message)  

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk 
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com 

Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, 
Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF 

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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Focus on Businesses
Cooper and Tanner, Wedmore Office
Most of you will have noticed that there is a 
different Estate Agency in Providence House 
in The Borough in Wedmore. The owners of 
CJ Hole decided to sell their business and 
Cooper and Tanner have acquired most of 
the branches, including the one in Wedmore. 

Cooper and Tanner is a well-established 
West Country business, with several branches, 
most of which are in Somerset. Tim Hector is 
a partner in the business and his wife Laura 
is the Manager of the Wedmore office.

I spoke to Laura to find out more about 
herself and Tim. Tim is the eldest son of local 
farmers Alan and Heather Hector, however 
he decided to leave the farm in the hands of 
his younger brother to carry on the family’s 
farming tradition. He studied Rural Estate 
Management at Seale-Hayne Agricultural College, which was part of the University 
of Plymouth, and qualified as a RICS Rural Surveyor. He has worked for Cooper and 
Tanner for 10 years and became a partner two years ago. He is based in the Standerwick 
agricultural office near Frome.

Laura was born in West Sussex and graduated from the University of Surrey with 
a degree in Business Management. She joined the graduate training scheme at Marks 
& Spencer, giving her a grounding in a retail environment. She then moved to the 
House of Fraser for about three years before becoming Area Manager for the premium 

cosmetics brand Guerlain. It was during 
this period, when working in the West 
Country, that she met and married Tim. In 
2009 they bought a house in Trowbridge, 
as Tim was based near Frome, but moved 
to Cocklake in 2010. Alan and Heather 
Hector decided to convert a barn in the 
grounds of their farm and Tim and Laura 
moved in when it was finished. However, 
after a while, they did a swap, with Alan 
and Heather moving into the converted 
barn and Tim and Laura occupying the 
Hector family home. 

Laura’s work as a manager for Guerlain 
involved lots of travelling as her area 
included the South West, Ireland and the 
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Channel Islands. Therefore, when she and Tim had their first child, she decided to 
pursue another career closer to home. She kept herself busy, helping to run a local 
playgroup, which also enabled her to meet people and make friends. Laura joined 
Cooper and Tanner five years ago and has worked in the Frome and Shepton Mallet 
branches. She was at Shepton Mallett when Cooper and Tanner acquired the CJ 
Hole branches in Wedmore, Cheddar and Bridgwater and the opportunity arose to 
manage the Wedmore office. Many of the CJ Hole employees took up Cooper and 
Tanner’s offer to join the company and Laura was pleased that Liz Randall, with her 
knowledge of the local market, decided to stay on at the Wedmore office. 

Both Tim and Laura enjoy outdoor pursuits. They both like walking the dogs and 
Tim enjoys cycling while Laura’s passion is horse riding. Tim is the Chairman of the 
3Cs committee and also secretary of the skittles league. Laura told me that Cooper and 
Tanner, as a local company, also believes in being actively involved in the community 
and she will therefore be looking at how the Wedmore branch can support local events. 

Liz Sweeney

Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor 
Wedmore Parish Council rejects the reserve matters application to 
Cross Farm as it fails to comply with the original planning approval 
stipulations!!

So why does Duncan Harvey, Affordable Housing Policy and 
Development Manager, support it, given it fails to comply with SDC’s own planning 
stipulations?

The Cross Farm site received outline planning permission in the spring of 2015 for 
55 new homes, of which 24 will be affordable (20 of affordable rent and 4 as shared 
ownership) from a Parish Council’s application 20/14/00071. 

Cross Farm is a green field piece of land and is outside of the development 
boundary. Wedmore is also classified as a Key Rural Settlement, so as a result Policy 
P4 must be complied with. Policy P4 states that ‘the development will integrate the 
open market and affordable housing…’. 

Cross Farm’s Outline Planning Permission was granted in 2015 with a number 
of conditions, including that the affordable homes ‘must be undistinguishable in 
appearance from the open market units on the site and (2) there shall be no form of 
gating or separating element’. The Outline Planning Permission states this is to ‘fulfil 
an essential need to integrate the market and affordable housing in the interests of 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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community harmony’. These conditions form part of a legal document S106, which 
must be complied with!!

I live close to the site and freely admit that I had been against it when it was initially 
put forward three years ago, as the land is green field. However, I recognise the 
importance of building affordable housing and am resigned to this site being developed 
and now want to ensure it is for the community’s gain and not just the developers.

Acorn Developments have submitted their plans for this and have completely 
ignored the outline planning stipulations. The affordable housing properties have been 
clustered in to two clear areas across the development, instead of the full integration 
that both P4 and the Outline Planning conditions state. The bungalows (for elderly 
or infirm) are at the furthest point from the local amenities, surely they should be 
located closer the Borough Mall? You can view this application at Sedgemoor District 
Council planning portal 50/18/00023.

Affordable housing is so important, particularly for the younger occupants of 
Wedmore to enable them to stay in the village, if they would like to, when they are 
older. The only reason this site is being developed is for the affordable housing (and 
the outright sale properties will subsidise these). These homes therefore, should be 
fully integrated (I believe pepper potted is the term used), instead of the potential 
for a ghetto in several areas, with some very expensive outright sale homes in other 
sections where there is no affordable housing. Doesn’t this set a dangerous precedent 
for other developments of this nature in the future? 

Not only should this site have the highest standards as it is green field and outside of 
the development boundary, it is also the fairest for those who will live in the affordable 
homes; whom this development is ultimately being built for.

Trevor Prideaux 
The proposed housing development at Cross Farm is essential if any affordable 
housing is ever going to be provided in the near future for young couples in Wedmore 
desperate to stay in the village and get a foot on the housing ladder.
I have not seen the current plan and know very little of the stipulations relating to the 
site but I was concerned that in Trevor Prideaux’s letter published in the last issue of 
this magazine he expressed concern over the potential for ‘a ghetto in several areas’.
My understanding of a ghetto suggests a slum area occupied by a minority group. The 
label originates from the part of Venice to which Jews were restricted in the sixteenth 
century. It also holds connotations from World War 2 when ghettos were created by 
Nazi Germany to confine and segregate Poland’s Jewish population for the purpose 
of persecution, terror and exploitation.

I am sure that this is not what Mr Prideaux intended to imply but I find it an 
arrogant choice of vocabulary to appear to suggest that some less well-off people living 
close together in houses that look like starter homes might lower the tone of the area.

The government used to build council houses in villages and they were all together 
and all looked the same. Even now that most are privately owned they can still be 
easily identified. Young families need homes and Wedmore needs young families. 
Why don’t we just get these houses built?

Patricia Buttler
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Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore Harvest Home Lunch and Tea Tickets
This year there will be no door-to-door collectors selling tickets. Tickets will only be 
available from The Wedmore Village Store (Paper Shop), Hector’s Farm Shop, Roger 
Wilkins Cider Farm, or myself, Arthur Gadd on 713063 or 07527488531. We will be 
reserving tables again for parties over eight, but this can only be done through ringing 
me. Prices are £20 for Lunch and £5 for Adult Tea. Parish children free, non-parish 
£3. I would like to thank all my collectors for their very hard work over the past years. 

Arthur Gadd, Ticket Convener

Wedmore Bridge Club
The Club enjoyed a reasonable year in the 2nd Division of the County League finishing 
in 7th position thus ensuring a place in the same Division during next season. Well 
done to captain Bob Jepps and members who played.

The English Bridge Union’s Sim Pairs competition was recently played in many 
Clubs throughout the UK – the ‘ in form’ pairing of Anne Skinner and Barbara Biggin 
excelled winning the Wedmore heat and finishing in 8th place in the Country with 
66.5%. Gillian Toogood and Gordon McBride also did well with 63.05%.

Any information please contact Steve Pedrick on 712852.

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
For a second year running the Martins, Sally and Paul, have won 1st prize in the draw 
for May with their No. 90. The second prize was won by No. 73 owned by Sheila Jack. 
Congratulations.

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2018
April 100 club lottery winners are: 1st place winning £100 Jack Williams, 2nd place 
with £50 Ron Barrett. Congratulations to you both, your cheques are on the way!

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for June
Dates for your diaries over June and July:

• Friday 8 June at 7.30pm - The Bristol Old Vic Theatre School- 
‘The Mill on the Floss’. Don’t miss these regular Wedmore 
favourites who visit us every year, and never disappoint! See 
the News section for further details.

• 30 June to 22 July – 3 Acting/Directing Workshops in Wedmore 
Village Hall. See the News section for further details.

• Saturday 7 July – The Wedmore Theatre Pimm’s Bar at the Street Fair. Great 
big jugs of ice-cold Pimm’s on a hot summer’s day. What’s not to like?

• Sunday 15 July – Summer Family Barbecue – open to all our Newsletter 
Subscribers. Our annual summer barbecue has been transformed this year to 
provide fun for all the family, with quizzes, games, sports, a swimming pool, a 
marquee and salads with sizzling meats! To obtain an invitation, sign up to our 
free regular Newsletter by visiting www.wedmoretheatre.com

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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• Sunday 22 July, Open Auditions, Wedmore Village Hall at 5pm
‘The Railway Children’ will be our major production of 2018, on 29 and 30 November 

and 1 December. Rehearsals will start after the school holidays, in September, but we 
carry out our audition (which is really just everyone sitting in a circle reading the play 
through!) before the holidays, in July.

With a cast of 20+ (including 10 young people) and many more backstage, like last 
year’s panto, it will again call for participation from the whole community. Call 01934 
713125, or visit www.wedmoretheatre.com for more information and to register interest.

Club 50
This month we are taking a coach trip to Brixham in Devon on Wednesday 20 June. 
Hopefully the sun will shine and we can all get some much needed sea air and 
investigate all the small shops. And of course there’s always time for fish and chips. 
Members £15. Non-members £20. Departing from the Cheddar Road Car Park at 
9.15am. Contact Pauline Lunn on 01934 732517.

The Isle of Wedmore Society April Meeting 
Bob Sellwood, Chairman of the Isle of Wedmore Plan Team came to our April meeting 
to give a talk entitled; ‘The Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan - Your Future - Your Choice.’ 
He explained how the Plan works and the involvement required by the Plan Group 
and their relationship both with The Wedmore Parish Council and The Sedgemoor 
District Council.

The local community are encouraged to get involved and visit the various meetings 
about the plan and make their opinions known. Twenty-five prospective building 
sites were put forward and they have been reduced to the most appropriate five with 
Wedmore needing to build 116 new homes by 2032.

If Wedmore does not decide which sites should be allocated then Sedgemoor will 
decide for us and therefore it is important we have our say on The Working Draft 
version of the Neighbourhood Plan.

There are a number of meetings in The Parish Room in May about the proposed 
Vision, Objectives and Draft Policies but as this report will be too late to attend those 
meetings it is suggested anyone is able to see the full draft text online on www.wedmore.

Bob was thanked for giving up his time to explain in a very clear way what all these 
proposals mean for the future of Wedmore.

The next monthly meeting will take place on Thursday 28 June in the Masonic 
Hall, at 7.30pm. The speakers will be our world well-travelled members, Kate and 
Lester Durston and their talk will be entitled ‘Travel in Strange Places.’ The Society’s 
Annual General Meeting will then follow the talk. 

Chris Edwards, 
Speaker Secretary

RNLI News
Local Rescues in April
Lifeboats were launched on rescue calls ten times; (Burnham – 
2, Minehead – 4, Portishead – 2, Weston-Super-Mare - 2). The 

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Weston D Class lifeboat was launched to recover another couple who became stranded 
on the derelict Birnbeck Island. On Sunday 31 March, Portishead RNLI launched 
their Atlantic 85 lifeboat at 3.55pm to recover a yacht to Portishead Marina that had 
suffered a complete power failure and was drifting in the main shipping channel at 
low water.

Wedmore WI Report of April Meeting
On a warm spring evening Margaret T welcomed members to our April meeting. 
Five members attended the Road Show at East Huntspill which was very interesting. 

The morning speaker was a lady from The Dog’s Trust with her dog. 
The trust organises for dogs to be adopted. In the afternoon the crime 
novelist Chris Ewan told how he came to be a crime writer. Both were 
excellent speakers.

Our evening speaker was Kate Durston who told us about her trip to 
The Philippines. These are about 7000 islands in the South China Sea 
and she went to the large island of Luzon. The islands are tropical and 
prone to earthquakes and typhoons as they are on ‘The Ring of Fire’. 
Magellan discovered the islands at the end of the 16th century for the 

Spanish who colonised them for about 300 years. In 1898 it became a territory of the 
U.S.A. During WW2 it was occupied by the Japanese and fought over which caused much 
devastation. The Philippines became independent in 1946 and has been redeveloped 
especially in the cities. There is a range of mountains running down the centre of the 
island many of which are volcanic, especially Mount Pinatubo which they climbed to 
see the spectacular view of the crater lake. During their stay they went to three areas: 
the capital Manilla, the verdant mountain area with the amazing paddy fields, and 
Laoag in the north. It was a fascinating talk accompanied by some lovely photographs.

The next meeting will be in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 21 June when 
we will have a flower arranging evening. Visitors are always welcome.

Diana Rocky

West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 7 June
Moderate circular walk 10mi from Colyton. OS Map Ex116 
ST246940. Start 10.00 am. Park Market Place car park. 
Contact Ken Masters Tel: 01749 670349/07784 941439 or 
kenmasters265@gmail.com

Thursday 14 June
Moderate circular walk 5.1mi from Bleadon Village Hall. OS Map Ex153 ST340568. Start 
1.30 pm. Contact Cheryl Evans Tel: 07818 462949 or cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com

Thursday 21 June
Strenuous linear walk 11.25mi from Lyme Regis. OS Map Ex116 ST344925. Start 
9.30 am. Park Charmouth Road car park. Contact Andy Paterson Tel: 01934 741690 
or aepat@btinternet.com

mailto:kenmasters265@gmail.com
mailto:cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com
mailto:aepat@btinternet.com
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Thursday 28 June
Moderate circular walk 7.5mi from Draycott Cider Barn (BS27 3RU). OS Map Ex141 
ST514474. Start 1.30 pm. Park right hand-side at Cider Barn. Contact David Gannon 
Tel: 01934 710677/07977 768406 or david1gannon@yahoo.co.uk

Here’s a photo taken of the West Mendip Walkers having lunch at Crook Peak on Thursday in 
brilliant sunshine during a 12.5 mile trek from Cheddar. A total of 19 people took part as the 

group goes from strength to strength.

Cheddar Vale Lions Club Host 100 Seniors at their Annual Tea Party

mailto:david1gannon@yahoo.co.uk
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There were smiles and laughter all round at the Cheddar Vale Lions Senior Citizens 
Tea Party on Saturday 14 April.

A coach was laid on to pick up around 
the Cheddar Vale area, together with mini 
buses and cars, to transport the party goers 
to Shipham Village Hall. The Lions had been 
busy all morning preparing a delicious tea 
with sandwiches, homemade cake and jelly, 
fruit and cream. 

Entertainment was laid on with a quiz, 
bingo, sing-a-long and music from ‘Gray Dogs’. 
Everyone had an enjoyable afternoon which 
was evident from all the smiling faces, clapping 
and laughter.

Cheddar Vale Lions Club have been running 
this event for over 30 years and it is still a 
highlight in their calendar each year where 
the members enjoy themselves as much as the 
attenders, bringing them so much pleasure to 
see everyone having such a good time.



22 June 2018

The Arts Society Sedgemoor –Tea with Mackintosh, the Glasgow 
Tea Room Phenomenon
TASS members were treated to a delightful talk in April by Dr Evelyn Silber. In 
the18th century coffee houses were masculine haunts. In1888 Kate Cranston, an 
entrepreneurial business woman and daughter of a Glasgow tea merchant and strong 
believer in temperance, opened the first of four tea rooms in Ingram Street, on the 
ground floor, with dining room on the second and billiard room above. They were safe, 
social places, not just for tea. Charles Rennie Mackintosh met Margaret Macdonald, 
whom he later married, and her sister and Herbert MacNair at art school. These four 
collaborated on designs of furniture, metalwork and illustration, developing a highly 
distinctive style with long, stylised figures, a seagull like motif and curling lines and 
a rose motif. Kate Cranson employed them on the interior design of her teashops 
and Mackintosh in the design of the building of the Willow Tea Shop in Sauchiehall 
Street. Between 1896 and 1917 they re-styled interiors in all four of her Glasgow 
tearooms, Mackintosh was engaged to design the wall murals of her new Buchanan 
Street tearooms in 1896. The furniture was distinctive, the tall-backed chair giving 
privacy while sitting but not very comfortable. The Willow tea rooms used very pale 
fabrics and in Ingram Street there was also a Chinese blue room. This year sees the 
150th anniversary of the Willow tea room, which is due to reopen in the summer after 
a major restoration.

 Rosie Lishman 

Weather Report for April 2018
RAINFALL
 Monthly total 66.6mm (2.62ins)
 30-year average 50.9mm (2.00ins)
 Wettest day (9th) 15.6mm  (0.61ins)
 No of dry days  15
 Last 3 months (Feb - Apr) 211mm (8.3ins)
 *Year ending 31 Apr 18  916mm (36.1ins)
 30-year annual average 803mm (31.6ins)
TEMPERATURES

 Maximum (21st) 22 °C (71.6 °F)
 Minimum (5th) 0.0 °C  (32.0 °F)
 Number of air frosts 1
 Monthly average maximum 13.5 °C  (56.3 °F)
 30-year average maximum 14.1 °C  (57.4 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 6.1 °C  (43.0 °F)
 30-year average minimum 4.4 °C  (39.9 °F)

COMMENTS Rainfall 31% above average. Overnight temperatures higher 
than usual due to almost constant cloud cover. 

Denley Brown

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mural
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buchanan_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buchanan_Street
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Readers’ Gallery
Throughout the year we have received some beautiful photos from our readers. As it is not 
always possible to use them on the front cover for various reasons, we have decided to publish 
a gallery once a year. Many thanks to all of you who have contributed. Please continue to send 
in your photos, bearing in mind that the front cover has a ‘portrait’ orientation, we need room 
for the titles and photos need to be a reasonably high resolution (which normally means that 
they will be at least 1 MB).

Christmas Spirit
The Lamplight evening in December is a popular event and, despite the bad weather, people 
were out and about in Wedmore. These two moments were captured on photo by Stuart Watson. 
Dawn Pallant also entered into the Christmas spirit with this photo of her tree.

Dawn Pallant Stuart Watson

Stuart Watson
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March Snow
The snow was both unusual and heavy this March, so it was not surprising that quite a few of you took out your cameras.

Graham Whitcombe

Graham Whitcombe

Maxine Ingrouille-Kid
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March Snow
The snow was both unusual and heavy this March, so it was not surprising that quite a few of you took out your cameras.

Maxine Ingrouille-Kid

Graham Whitcombe

Stuart Watson
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Weather Changes
Around the Wedmore area we can experience a whole range of weather conditions (as shown 
on this and the previous pages).

Stuart Watson

Dawn Pallant Dawn Pallant
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Vera’s Verse for June 
The Sounds in my Garden

Sometimes it’s good to leave the TV and Radio for a while,

And let the sounds of your garden give you a smile,

The school children sound happy today, 

Sometimes they do exercises to YMCA, 

Is that a helicopter coming through the air? 

If it’s a yellow one I will say a little prayer,

Oh! That’s the black birds warning cry, 

There must be a sparrow hawk nearby,

The contented sound of the bumblebees, 

Means they have found some flowers that please, 

The woodpecker’s pecking away at his tree, 

He’ll soon need a worm from the lawn for his tea, 

The motorway buzz I can hear today

And the tractor with its loaded trailer on its way, 

The robin sings to me all year long, 

With his lovely cheerful song, 

In my garden. 
Vera Banwell 

Forthcoming Events
Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 2 June 
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Opera Goers Visit to Gifford’s Circus – Sunday 3 June 
I am assured that Gifford’s Circus is a circus with a difference, So if you would like 
to join us for their afternoon performance from 2.30 to 4 pm on Sunday 3 June when 
they will be at Daylesford organic farm near Chipping Norton, the cost would be 
£42 each including the coach or £24 each for children.. Kingham is a very attractive 
Cotswold village with good eating houses. To book tickets please contact Susanne 
Metters on 712515.
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‘The Mill on the Floss’, Wedmore Village Hall – Friday 8 June
Wedmore Theatre is once again delighted to host Bristol Old 
Vic Theatre School’s West Country touring production, an 
adaptation of George Eliot’s novel ‘The Mill on the Floss’. The 
performance will be at Wedmore Village Hall on Friday 8 June 
commencing at 7.30pm. Tickets are already on sale through 
www.wedmoretheatre.com and from Wedmore Village Store.

Wedmore in Bloom coffee morning and plant sale – Saturday 9 June
Wedmore in Bloom are holding their annual coffee morning and plant sale on Saturday 
9th June from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. The venue is The Coach House, Church Street, 
Wedmore and all are welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 9 June 
At the Borough Yard on Saturday 9 June, 9.30am to 1.30pm. Any enquiries please 
contact Mrs Judith Gould on 07813340086.

Wedmore Harvest Home Fundraiser and Social night – Saturday 9 June 
Mouse racing at the Wedmore Village Hall on 9 June. Tickets are £10 
with food and first pint is free, or £10 on door, no food. Doors open 
at 7pm with races starting promptly at 7.30pm. There will be sponsor 
packages available soon. For more information please contact Julie 
on juwilcox3@outlook.com. We hope to see you there! 

Junior Football Club Golf Day – Friday 15 June
At the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club.

Mozart Requiem and Handel’s Foundling Hospital Anthems, St 
Mary’s Church – 16 June 
Commencing at 7.30pm. The Somerset Choral Society presents a programme of music 
including the Hallelujah chorus. 

Wedmore 40–30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 17 June 

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 21 June 
In the Masonic Hall 7.30pm. We will have an evening of flower arranging. All visitors 
welcome.

Wedmore’s Hidden Gardens – Weekend 23 and 24 June 

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 26 June 
At 7.30 in the Masonic Hall

Wedmore Harvest Home Committee Meeting – 
Wednesday 27 June 
At the George Inn, 8pm.

mailto:juwilcox3@outlook.com
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Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 June
In the Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm. Talk by Kate and Lester Durston entitled ‘Travel in 
Strange Places.’ The Society’s Annual General Meeting will follow the talk. Members 
free. Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits between talk and AGM. Please 
note the Society does not meet June to August and our next meeting will be on 27 
September. Contact: Ian Tomes, 710390.

Wedmore Guides Jumble Sale – Saturday 30 June
At Wedmore Village Hall. Doors open at 10 am. The popular Girl Guide Café will be 

open throughout the morning! If it is time for a sort out at home, 
please do consider donating any items you think suitable for resale. 
We are raising funds for the unit and also for a local charity to be 
chosen by the Guides. Any donations can be delivered to the Village 
Hall on the morning of 30 June between 8.30am and 10.00am, 
dropped off at The Copper Kettle, Heath House or we would be 
very happy to collect direct from you, please call 01934 713650, to 
arrange collection.

Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 7 July 

Flower Festival, Wedmore Methodist Church – Friday 13 and 
Saturday 14 July
The theme for this year’s Flower Festival is ‘Countries of the World’. It will run over 
two days Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm. There is no charge 
to the Flower Festival but donations can be given for the upkeep of the church. There 
will also be arts and crafts stalls in the schoolroom. Coffee and cakes will be served 
in the morning, soup and roll at lunch time and cream teas in the afternoon.

Everyone welcome and we look forward to seeing you at this yearly event.

Wedmore Opera Presents ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ by 
Pietro Mascagni – Wednesday 11 July, Friday 13 July 
and Saturday 14 July
Set in a Sicilian village in the mid-1930s, the sense of community in 
this opera is overwhelming, and the tragic events unfurl against a 
background of everyday life.

Tickets from Wedmore Village Store and online from 16 June. wedmoreopera.com.

Wedmore Harvest Home – Friday 17 August 

Wedmore Opera Goers, ‘La Traviata’ – Sunday 30 September 
We have reserved seats for ‘La Traviata’ in Cardiff (the Millenium theatre) on Sunday 
30 September for the matinee at 4pm.The cost for this will be £58 each for the theatre 
and the coach.

To book tickets please contact Susanne Metters on 712515.

http://wedmoreopera.com/
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The Crossword: Number 14
By greendandelion
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Across 
 1 Maybe Danny saw me as the wherewithal 

(4,3,5) 
 9 Return yet she covers history for putting on 

toast (9) 
 10 lower oneself to sound like a Copenhagener 

(5) 
 11 Shiny result (6) 
 12 Grantees can antagonise (8) 
 13 Study story without end about teeth (6) 
 15 Incorporate bridge opponents at a memorial 

(8) 
 18 Deluge at home cancels appointment (8) 
 19 Accommodate the first part of a love letter 

(6) 
 21 Idiot object lacking time for personal cover 

(8) 
 23 Small, firm fellow is compelling (6) 
 26 Sportsman rapidly going downhill (5) 
 27 A PR illusion at first makes an idiot a 

scapegoat (5,4) 
 28 DIY therapy, mice arranged without me led 

to tummy problems (12) 
                                                                                                                                                     

Down 
 1 Held a lottery with transplanted Romeo and 

carried on (7) 
 2 More than one affirmation................. (5) 
 3 & man spared another (9) 
 4 Small deer surrounds a spoonful say (4) 
 5 Quits on good service (8) 
 6 Anna directs cover of lowest point (5) 
 7 Parisian well put back every two years (8) 
 8 We hear small joints suddenly expel air (6) 
 14 Fixation that us senior solvers can deal with 

(8) 
 16 I poll Ohio to determine the masses (3,6) 
 17 Mick Jagger at 75 or older (5,3) 
 18 Packed on the off chance (6) 
 20 To agree in every way (7) 
 22 Give someone a bad time or name (5) 
 24 Eclair cream or lemon ice starters will affect 

one's health (1,4) 
 25 Culture adult centre for carbamide (4) 
 
                                                                                                                                     
Answers at rear of publication 

ACROSS:

1 Maybe Danny saw me as the wherewithal (4,3,5)
9 Return yet she covers history for putting on toast (9)
10 lower oneself to sound like a Copenhagener (5)
11 Shiny result (6)
12 Grantees can antagonise (8)
13 Study story without end about teeth (6)
15 Incorporate bridge opponents at a memorial (8)
18 Deluge at home cancels appointment (8)
19 Accommodate the first part of a love letter (6)
21 Idiot object lacking time for personal cover (8)
23 Small, firm fellow is compelling (6)
26 Sportsman rapidly going downhill (5)
27 A PR illusion at first makes an idiot a scapegoat (5,4)
28 DIY therapy, mice arranged without me led to tummy 

problems (12)

DOWN:

1 Held a lottery with transplanted Romeo and carried on (7)
2 More than one affirmation................. (5)
3 & man spared another (9)
4 Small deer surrounds a spoonful say (4)
5 Quits on good service (8)
6 Anna directs cover of lowest point (5)
7 Parisian well put back every two years (8)
8 We hear small joints suddenly expel air (6)
14 Fixation that us senior solvers can deal with (8)
16 I poll Ohio to determine the masses (3,6)
17 Mick Jagger at 75 or older (5,3)
18 Packed on the off chance (6)
20 To agree in every way (7)
22 Give someone a bad time or name (5)
24 Eclair cream or lemon ice starters will affect one’s 

health (1,4)
25 Culture adult centre for carbamide (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Wellbeing ‘Drop In’ Support Café – Mondays
Youth support staff and ‘one-2-one’ counselling advisers, for people aged 13 –18. 
Mondays 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Methodist Hall, Cliff Street Cheddar BS27 3PL. Free 
pizza. www.SRYP.org.uk. Inspiring Involvement, creating opportunities. 

Cheddar’s First Baby Book Club – Mondays 
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45am to 11.15am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces will be limited so book your free place before the rush! 

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30am and 12.00 noon come and chat with 
us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search on 
line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Family Fun at Cheddar Library – First and Third Fridays 
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft and 
Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.30pm on the first and third Fridays of each month.

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society – Wednesday 13 June
The next meeting is a visit to Cross Rifle Range on Wednesday 13 June (6-8pm): 
Leader: Madeleine Roberts.

This is a field visit to the sites of the two rifle ranges on Wavering 
Down and Cross Plain. 

Meet at National Trust car park at King’s Wood (NGR ST 422 560)
Reasonable degree of fitness required as there are two significant 

climbs.
Full details on the website www.aalhs.co.uk
Important: Please let me know if you would like to join the visit so that you can 

be contacted should the arrangements change for any reason.
Elizabeth Friend, Secretary AALHS 
Tel 01934 712971, email: friend.elizabeth@gmail.com

The Arts Society Sedgemoor – Wednesday 6 June
Jeremy Black – The Art of Mapping at 7 pm. Looking at five maps from their origin 
to the present, considers them as works of art and as functional tools. Assesses the 
particular challenges of mapping and of representation .Considers range of maps, both 
thematic and geophysical. Lectures are held at the 37 Club, between Woolavington 
and Puriton, on the first Wednesday of the month. Meetings are at 2.15pm in the 
winter and 7pm from May to September. 

http://www.SRYP.org.uk
mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.aalhs.co.uk
mailto:friend.elizabeth@gmail.com
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Cheddar Valley U3A Meet & Greet Coffee Morning – Thursday 7 June 
A talk entitled ‘A Holiday Diary of 1836’ 2.00pm for 2.30pm at Cheddar Village 

Hall, visitors welcome.
This is a return visit from Pat Hase, and this time she will present the holiday diary 
of Mr T. Clark Junior when he took his family for a holiday to Weston-super-Mare 
from Birmingham in June 1836.

Mark W.I. Meeting – Thursday 7 June 
At the Church Hall, Vicarage Lane, Mark at 7.30pm. Fun “Swishing” 
evening – please bring up to four items of clothing, shoes or accessories 
to exchange.

Our friendly group welcomes new members and guests of all ages. 
Non-members entry £5 on the door.

Jazz Evening at Cossington Village Hall – Saturday 9 June 
At 8.00 pm, the six-piece Armada Band led by the Captain Roger Marks will play good 
time infectious New Orleans jazz with loads of bonhomie. Reserved seats (theatre style), 
£10. Please contact Roger Collett 01278 451187 or rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.net. 

Supporting Bridgwater Hospital League of Friends

Cheddar Valley U3A Meet & Greet Coffee Morning – Thursday 21 June
10.30am to 12 noon at Cheddar Village Hall, visitors welcome.
Burnham and Highbridge Brass Band Concert – Saturday 23 June  At The Princess 
Theatre, Burnham on Sea at 7.45 pm. Tickets will be available from The Princess 
Theatre Box Office 01278 784 464, or http://www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk.

West Mendip Orchestra Summer Concert – Friday 29 June

mailto:rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.net
http://www.burnhamandhighbridge.band/promotional/2016-04-24/Princess_Flyer_2016-04.pdf
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At 7.45 pm at Churchill School. Following his sparkling performance of Grieg’s 
concerto with the orchestra two years ago, we are delighted to welcome back the very 
talented young pianist Gus Tredwell to play Rachmaninov’s popular Piano Concerto 
No 2. Our all-Russian programme also includes Borodin’s evocative tone poem ‘In 
the Steppes of Central Asia’ and Mussorgsky’s colourful ‘Pictures at an Exhibition’. 

Tickets at £10 (concessions £8, students £2) will be available on the door. 

Free PSA Testing Session on Saturday 30 June 
In Cheddar Village Hall (opposite St Andrew’s Church), Church St, Cheddar BS27 
3RF, from 9.30 to 12.30.

Tasty Morsels 
– Recipes for You
Thai Beef Salad
As the weather gets (hopefully) warmer, do what they do in the tropics and make 
yourself sweat with a light, fresh and spicy salad.

Ingredients

2 or 3 red chillies

1 stalk lemon grass

½ red onion

4 tsps lime juice

3 tsps Thai fish sauce

8 oz sirloin steak

¼ cucumber

Handful of herby salad leaves

Method
For the dressing, finely slice the chillies, lemon grass and onion. Add the lime juice 
and fish sauce. Adjust quantities to suit your taste, but you’re looking for a powerful 
fresh, salty and sour heat. The lime juice will ‘cook’ the onion, leaving it crunchy but 
not ‘raw’. Sear the steak, leaving it rare. Slice finely.
Cut the cucumber into matchsticks and arrange with the salad leaves. Put the steak 
slices on top and then spoon the dressing over.
Enjoy a real taste of Thailand.

Stuart Fisher 
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The Garden in June
The weather has been unsettled with cold winds and exceptionally 
cold nights for the end of April. At the moment, they are 
predicting (or as an old landlady of mine used to say, 
prophesying), after a wet day tomorrow, a return to 
warmer drier conditions, so here’s hoping.

The recent weather has set me pondering the old saying 
“Oak before Ash, in for a splash, Ash before Oak, in for a soak.” The order in 
which the trees leaf out is certainly weather related, but whether it can be used to 
predict subsequent rainfall is another matter. I have written before, that June is the 
month in which roses are at their peak and at the time of writing they are looking 
very healthy if rather late and I have so far seen only a few aphids on them. With 
luck, if we do have warmer conditions, they will not have been ruined by black-
spot by the time you read this. Blackspot causes severe defoliation and generally 
debilitates the plants, it is spread by rain-splash from old, infected foliage and 
the advice has always been to pick up fallen leaves and ideally burn them; this is 
not always feasible if you have a lot of roses. If you do have time to pick them up, 
(consider a leaf blower/sucker machine) these days the green wheelie-bin may be 
the best way to get rid of them rather than burning. The material thus disposed of 
is composted at a temperature higher than most of us can achieve in a domestic 
compost heap, hot enough to kill off the disease. Incidentally, the compost made 
from this green waste is available from your local tip in bags and from some sites 
in bulk and seems to be an excellent substitute for peat as a soil improver. I have 
not tried it yet but I have however heard some who have used it, complain that it 
still contains viable weed seeds which should, theoretically have also been killed 
by high temperatures

If the amount of blossom on the trees is anything to go by, this will be a bumper 
year for fruit; however, the cold nights while they have been in flower (but in 
my garden no actual frost), may have affected this; low temperatures could also 
have reduced the numbers of pollinating insects. Apple trees have a self-thinning 
process, known as June-drop, which helps ensure that they do not set excessive 
amounts of (inferior) fruit; if you wish to grow a smaller number of larger fruit, 
you can carefully thin out the fruitlets, but it is a rather laborious task. This should 
be done after the natural thinning has occurred.

In previous years at this time, I have mentioned that potato-blight could be a 
problem in warm, humid weather, both on potatoes and tomatoes; in the event, 
last year was not as bad as we have had in some recent seasons but could be 
this. Early potatoes are not usually affected, but spraying with a fungicide is the 
only way to prevent later crops from being attacked. I believe organic growers 
can use Bordeaux mixture although I have been told that that may soon not be 
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available. Other more modern materials are available if you are not organic, but 
may not be available to amateurs. However, they must be used prophylactically 
(i.e. before the blight is seen) and will not clear it up once it is there, although 
they may prevent further spread.

In the flower garden, lily beetles are conspicuous if you grow their host plants, 
lilies and fritillaries; coincidentally, I found the first ones in my garden today 
(and dispatched them by squashing); they are about a centimetre in length and a 
conspicuous bright orange/red. They and their larvae, which look black, because 
they are covered in their own excrement, strip lily foliage quite quickly and also 
eat the flower buds. They can be physically removed as above, or sprayed with a 
contact insecticide. They were unknown in Britain until about twenty years ago 
but have now joined the ranks of creatures sent to try us. Interestingly and I know 
I have said this before, DNA profiles tell us that tulips are more closely related to 
fritillaries than are lilies, but the beetles still seem not to attack tulips.

Lawns were slow to start growing this year, because of low night temperatures, 
but are well under way at the time of writing. I mentioned last month that my lawn 
is particularly weedy at the moment and I have actually used a combined ‘feed, 
weed and moss killer’ on part of it although we have little or no moss problem. It 
is necessary to be very cautious if using herbicides, that they are not blown onto 
surrounding borders or worse still, into green-houses; tomatoes are particularly 
sensitive to weed killers and can ‘sniff’ them a mile off, (even granular ones) so 
close greenhouse vents when treating the lawn, whatever the weather. A good 
rule of thumb, is not to use weed killer if the wind speed is over five mph, which 
it is if you can see trees moving.

It should be safe to put all tender plants outside or in a cold greenhouse by 
June, as the danger of night frosts should be over, but bear in mind that the 
greenhouse, as well as keeping the night temperature up, also keeps the wind 
off and this can increase the average temperature experienced by your plants; 
be careful therefore, not to let the daytime temperature get too high. Keep the 
glasshouse well ventilated and damped down.

By the time you read my next piece, perish the thought, the days will be 
getting shorter again, so make the most of your early mornings and long evenings 
in the garden. Keep planting vegetables and salad crops for succession (some 
overwintered brassicas will need to be sown soon) and harvest French and runner 
beans regularly to keep them productive. In hot weather (which we hope to have) 
they may need a lot of water, as will salads.

Adrian Hutchison
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Thought for the Month
Learning from the Seasons
The weather is often bit of an obsession for us Brits! However unpredictable our 
weather might be, I am very glad that I live in a country with distinct seasons. What 
is your favourite season? For me, a crisp clear autumn day is hard to beat!

This year winter made great efforts at keeping spring at bay with plenty of cold, 
rainy days and even snow in April! However, spring slowly but surely prevails and we 
are able to enjoy seeing new growth bursting forth on our trees and shrubs. 

I am always fascinated by the parallels between our physical world and the spiritual. 
The Christian faith has much to say on this topic. For example, the book of Ecclesiastes 
(Chapter 3 v1) states: ’For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under 
heaven’. An important reminder that we all go through different phases of life; some 
more like winter where nothing much appears to be happening or we are facing loss, 
others more like spring where we enjoy new experiences or opportunities. It can be 
helpful to be aware of our own and loved ones’ seasons’.

Self-help or the ’10 steps to a successful life’ approaches can give us an impression 
that we can live in perpetual ‘summer’. I do not subscribe to this view. At Easter, we 
remembered that Jesus gave up his own life for us. He died and was buried. Everything 
seemed lost, just like a seed lying ‘dead’ in the soil through winter. Then, three days 
later, he rose from the grave and many hundreds of people met the risen Jesus and 
many millions have since found faith in Him, just like a seed that springs forth in 
spring and produces much fruit in summer. Today, He invites us to follow His path 
and let doing life our own way ‘die’ so that His new life can rise up in us and we can 
enjoy life in all its fullness. 

Paul Jacobs - Bagley Baptist Church

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
Senior News
Faith Guest from Wedmore tennis club took up a last minute request to play in a 
mixed doubles tournament at Woodlands Tennis Club. There were six pairs in their 
group so therefore Faith and partner played five sets and won all of their matches. 

They were declared joint winners of the tournament, congratulations to Faith 
for great play with a partner whom she had never previously met, let alone played 
tennis with! Summer league matches are now getting underway and a report will 
follow next month.

Junior News
Junior LTA Open Tournament: Wedmore tennis club are hosting an LTA open 
for U8,U9,U10, U12 and U14 juniors on Sunday 17 June from 9am - 6pm. Juniors 
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from all over Somerset are invited to take part and can enter via the LTA website, 
www3.lta.org/competitions/search. We are looking forward to a fantastic day of Junior 
tennis.

Junior Summer Holiday Camps
Craig Phillips, head coach, will again be running several camps during the school 
holidays. Please contact Craig for further details tel. 07546230727

Joanna Cooper 

Wedmore Cricket Club
June fixtures as follows:

1st Team 2nd Team

2 June H Wembdon Wyverns 2 June A Wembdon Academy

9 June A Glastonbury 1 9 June H Churchill 2

16 June H Cheddar 2 16 June A Churchill 2

23 June A Burnham 2 23 June A Cranmore 2

30 June H Churchill 1 30 June A Wells 2

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club

Winners of the Ladies’ spring meeting
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There was a short period in April when spring seemed finally to have arrived. 
Unfortunately the day of the Ladies’ Spring Meeting was not one of these and the 
usual afternoon Bowmaker was abandoned to avoid frostbite. Play was therefore 
restricted to the morning Stableford for which a new trophy was on offer, the 
Webber Plate for the higher handicaps. This went to Debbie Monks who also had 
the best score of the day, 36 points. This put her 4 ahead of runner-up Marion 
Warren Smith with Sue Edwards a shot back in third place. There was a close 
finish in division 1 with Marlyn Jackson scoring a birdie on the last to equal Jane 
Hewitt’s 32 points and take the Midgley Cup on countback. Gill Jones was just a 
point back in third place. 

Ann Dixon was in good form again, winning division 2 and the Fry Cup with 34 
points, one better than second placed Linda Roberts with Di Midgley third on 30.

All the sections seemed keen to play Stablefords, the Seniors even playing 
two of them. The first of these saw a win in division 1 for Peter Rowntree who 
scored 39 to put him one ahead of Philip Horn who was another shot ahead of 
Brian Webber who claimed third place on countback. A similar result in division 
2 saw Nick Smith claim first place on 38, just one better than Keith Thomas. Gary 
Cutter was another 2 points behind in third place. Nigel Day was the clear winner 
of division 3 on 39 but countback was required to sort out the other places with 
Clive Warren-Smith just beating Keith Bellingham after both scored 37. In the 
second Stableford, Terry Clark won division 1 on 38, two better than Graham 
Hayes with John Vowles third on 35. Nick Smith was best in division 2, again on 
38 with Gary Cutter 3 points back in second, one better than third placed Steve 
Miller. Bill Witter with 37 was best in division 3, two ahead of Philip Springfield 
and 3 better than Nigel Day. 

There was nothing close about the result of the Ladies’ Competition as Diane 
Miller scored 38, six better than any other player, an 8 point winning margin in 
division 1 and enough to reduce her handicap by 3 shots. Ronnie Follenfant was 
runner up in the division with Ange Webber taking the third spot. Division 2 went 
to Ann Dixon on 31, 2 better than Sarah Mathews with Janis Lawrence a point 
back in third. A tight finish in division 3 saw Vera Ireland winning on countback 
from Marion Warren-Smith after both scored 32, 2 better than third placed Sue 
McDonald. Linda Wright won the inaugural nine-hole Stableford for higher 
handicappers with 16 points.

The Club Stableford was successfully completed despite threats of heavy rain 
and was certainly successful for David Braithwaite who won division 1 with 38 
points, one better than Terry Clark who in a steady progression was 1 ahead of third 
placed Rich Vowles. Frank Denniston continues to prove that age is no handicap, 
winning division 2 on 37, one better than Jonathan Raeside with Darren Cornish 
third on 35. Brian Murdoch came out on top in division 3 on 36, one better than 
Michael Sinclair who beat Keith Rabbitts on countback. Ann Dixon followed up 
her win in the Ladies’ own competition by also winning the Ladies’ section of the 
Club Stableford. 

The Seniors were also first off the mark with the monthly medals, with some 
excellent scores particularly in division 1 which was won by Brad Speller with a 
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nett 67, one better than runner-up Graham Hayes with Steve Sweeting a further 
shot back in third. Martin Blackmore was another player to record a nett 67, 
winning division 2 by four clear shots from Philip McMahon with Jim Crick a 
further three shots back in third. Bill Witter was the third player to score nett 67 
and again it won him the division this time by just one shot from Roy Peck with 
Eddie Parlour another 3 shots back in third. James Vowles led the way in the Club 
Medal with 66, three better than Nick Parker and Rob Davis. Mike Garbutt on 69 
won division 2 by one from Evan Newman with Martin Olive third on countback. 
Richard Turner won division 3 from Mike Sinclair and David Ash. Alison Dodkin 
led the Ladies’ field. Strong fields caused high scores in the Ladies’ Medal. Eunice 
Bond was best with nett 75, 3 better than Trish Phelps on 78 with Annya Patten 
on 80. Jenny Thomas won division 2 on countback from Vera Ireland with Carol 
Horsley in third.

All players came together for the replay of the Four Ball Better Ball deferred 
due to bad weather from Easter. Father and daughter combination Simon and Abi 
Moore eclipsed the rest of the field with 46 which put them two ahead of three 
pairs all finishing on 44 with countback giving the order as Josh Barwell and Rob 
Davis followed by Liz and Charles Sweeney and Claire and Tony Biggs.

 Somehow the final of the winter knockouts was also fitted in with wins for 
Pete Beavan over Terry Clark in the singles and Liam Cann and Dale Worthington 
over Richard MacArthur and Pete Brown in the Pairs.

Tony Biggs

Wedmore Preserving Club Skittle League
End Season Table 2017-18

 Played Points Pin Difference

New Inn 18 32 511

Tilham 18 24 157

Nyland 18 23 21

Blackford 18 21 49

Cocklake 18 20 66

Westend 18 16 -142

Sand 18 15 -83
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Crickham 18 14 -181

Theale 18 14 -159

Wedmore 18 10 -219

• Gundry Cup – Cocklake
• YFC Cup – Tilham
• Highest score at the YFC cup - Andrew Parsons 35
• Ashby Shield – New Inn
• League Winners - New Inn
• Highest Score at an away alley Andrew Parsons – 69
• Highest average score on away alleys – Mark Harris – 54.5

Many Thanks to Tim Hector for collating all the scores.

Ashby Shield Winners
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League Winners
Mark Harris

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Free Coaching is available at Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club, Blackford Road, Wedmore 
BS28 4BS on the following dates.

• Saturday 2nd. June 1000-1300
• Sunday 17th. June 1000-1300
• Saturday 14th. July 1000-1300

Equipment provided on the day.
For more preferable dates and times contact Mr Keith Pettit 01934-733237

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 19 June, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
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up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be found 
in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: 

Ruth Meechan of Heath House who died on 11 April aged 97 and whose funeral 
took place at St Mary’s on Friday 27 April.

Jo-Anne Handley of Snipefield Lane who died on 19 March aged 71 and whose 
thanksgiving service took place at St Mary’s on Wednesday 18 April.

Baptisms
Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:

Molly and George Coombes, children of Samuel and Hannah Coombes of 
Wedmore, who were baptised on Sunday 8 April at St Mary’s.

Tabitha Rippon, daughter of Harry and Annabella Rippon of Beckenham, who 
was baptised on Sunday 22 April at St Mary’s.

Parish Walk
On Sunday 10 June members of the four Anglican churches on the Isle of Wedmore 
will be repeating a summer parish walk to take in Holy Trinity Blackford, Allerton 
Church, St Mary’s Wedmore and Christchurch, Theale. The intention is to begin with 
Sunday Breakfast in Blackford Village Hall at 9.00 am (bacon rolls, croissant, coffee, 
cereal) and hold a short service in each of the churches. People will be welcome to 
walk the whole distance or just one or more of the legs or just meet us at one or more 
of the churches. All are welcome to take part whether you normally go to church or 
not and dogs are also very welcome to join us. Have a look in one of the churches 
for further details.

Weddings and Christenings
The church has been the venue for celebrating many of the great events in people’s 
lives over the centuries and still today people choose to celebrate life’s happy occasions 
in church. It helps root our own lives in a wider sphere of being. 

Anyone who lives within the villages served by Christchurch Theale, St Mary’s 
Wedmore, Allerton Church and Holy Trinity Blackford, or who used to live here 
or who have parents living here are entitled to be married in one of these churches 
whether you come regularly to church or not and whether you have been christened 
yourself or not. It is also possible for those who have been divorced to be married 
again in church although some discussion is needed beforehand in these cases. 

Anyone bringing their children for christening will be most welcome, whether or 
not they themselves attend church.

If you are thinking about getting married or want to find out more about a 
christening the Revd Richard Neill would be happy to talk with you and explain a 
bit more.
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Confirmation Service
Confirmation is a sacrament in which adults and teenagers affirm the promises on their 
behalf at their baptisms, promise to follow Jesus, take their places as adult members 
of the church family and are blessed with the Holy Spirit through the Bishop. It is 
often the moment when people formally come of age in their faith.

This year’s confirmation service will be in Wells Cathedral on Saturday 3 November 
in the afternoon. If you are interested in finding out more, then please let the vicar 
know and come to a preliminary meeting at The Vicarage on Wednesday 4 July at 
7.30 p.m. Confirmation classes will begin in September.

Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore, 713566

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am

Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 3 Trinity 1 10.30 am Family Morning Praise
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 10 Trinity 2 1.00 pm Walkers’ Prayers
Sunday  17 Trinity 3 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Morning Praise
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 24  Birth of John the Baptist 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 Easter 6 / Rogation  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  10 Easter 7  9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  17 Pentecost  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Birth of John the Baptist  6.00 pm Songs of Praise 

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Trinity 1 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  10 Trinity 2 4.00 pm Walkers’ Communion
Sunday  17 Trinity 3 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Birth of John the Baptist 11.00 am Morning Prayer

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Trinity 1 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday  10 Trinity 2 11.00 am Walkers’ Prayers 
Sunday  17 Trinity 3 tbc Pet Service
Sunday 24 Birth of John the Baptist  9.00 am Parish Communion 
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.
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Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am Morning service. (We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones)
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come for 
coffee/tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. Bring 
a friend, or come and make some new ones here. 
We have good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30- 9.15pm. We run two youth groups for school 
years 6-8 and years 9+
For further details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812 
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk  
or come and see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for June
Sunday 3 June 10.30am
Sunday 10 June  10.30am
Sunday 20 May  10.30am
Sunday 27 May  10.30am

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services: 6.30pm
Sunday School: 10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar.
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Extended Surgery Hours
The practice offers an extended opening hours service. This extra service is being 
offered in response to the wishes of patients expressed in the Patient Surveys. During 
the ‘Extended Hours’ a GP will be available for routine appointments outside normal 
surgery times.

These appointments are not for emergencies or to see a nurse, they are dedicated 
to those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Extended hours surgeries are held:

Axbridge Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alternate weeks 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

Wedmore Surgery
Wednesday and Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Once a month 7.00 am to 8.00 am

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
doctors.

Please visit the website at www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk, or 
visit / telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes to opening hours. 

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website. 

During extended hours the front door will be locked. Please ring the video doorbell 
for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. Surgery 
telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for 
everyone, travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater 
(Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and 
Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a 
personal taxi service. You get on and off wherever you 
tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside 
your own house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then 
fares compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on 
fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Thelma Jenkins-Jones 710467

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 710759.
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Wedmore Street Fair – 
2018 Booking Form
C/O Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS 
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.

I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on
Saturday 7th July 2018. Theme is ‘100 years since the end of World War One’
Charities £17, local groups & societies £22, commercial stalls £40.

I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name:  

Organisation / or type of stall:

 

Address:  

 

 

Tel no:  

Email address (obligatory)  
for receipt & stall details:  

I enclose a cheque for: 

£  made payable to Wedmore Street Fair 
or BACS to WSF account: Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed:  
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Crossword 14 Answers
Across: 1.ways and means 9.fishpaste 10.deign 11.lustre 12.estrange 13.dental 
15.enshrine 18.inundate 19.billet 21. clothing 23.cogent 26.skier 27.April fool
27.hyperacidity
Down: 1.waffled 2.yeses 3.& man spared another 4.dose 5.evensong 6.nadir 
7.biennial 8.sneeze 14.neurosis 16.hoi polloi 17.stone age 18.incase 20.totally 
22.harry 24.e coli 25urea

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham 
For intermediate stops from Burnham to Wedmore (Highbridge, East Huntspill and 
Mark) and, Henton to Wells (Wookey Homelea and St Cuthbert’s Avenue) please 
visit www.somerset.gov.uk. The bus departs from the Borough and runs Monday to 
Friday only, there is no service on Bank Holidays. 
Departs 
Burnham Tesco 10.45 13.05
Burnham Old Pier 09.22 10.50 13.10
Wedmore 07.42 09.55 11.25 13.45
Henton Post Office 07.52 10.05 11.35 13.55
Wells Coronation Road 08.02 10.15 11.45 14.05
Wells Bus Station 08.09 10.22 11.52 14.12
Wells Blue School 08.17
Wookey Hole 08.24 10.33 13.03 14.23

Departs 
Wookey Hole 09.12 10.35 13.05 13.05 17.30
Wells Blue School 13.45 15.35
Wells Bus Station 09.23 10.46 13.16 13.55 15.43 17.41
Wells Coronation Road 09.30 10.53 13.23 14.05 15.50 17.47
Henton Post Office 09.40 11.04 13.33 14.12 16.00 17.57
Wedmore 10.00 11.25 13.50 16.10 18.07
Burnham Old Pier 10.36 12.01 14.26 14.23
Tesco Burnham 10.41 12.06 14.31
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1  - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic - bring own refreshments 8.00pm Panborough Inn
2  - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George Inn
3  - Sun Wedmore Opera Goers visit to Gifford’s Circus  Daylesford Farm
4  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
5  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The Swan
6  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
8  - Fri The Mill on the Floss 7.30pm Wedmore VH
9  - Sat WIB annual Coffee Morning and Plant Sale 10.00am The Coach House Church St 

Wedmore Farmers’ Market 9.30-1.30pm Borough Yard 
Wedmore Harvest Home Fundraiser and Social Night 7.00pm Wedmore VH

10  - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Holy Trinity Church 
Parish Walk 9.00am Blackford VH

11  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
12  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH
13  - Wed Blackford Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH 

Probus 10.15am Golf Club
15  - Fri Golf Day on behalf of Wedmore Junior Football Club  Golf Club 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic - bring own refreshments 8.00pm Panborough Inn
16  - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH 

Somerset Choral Society Summer Concert 7.30pm St Mary’s Church
17  - Sun Wedmore 40 - 30 charity cycle race  

Theale Film Club Butch Cassidy and the Sun Dance Kid 6.30pm Theale VH
18  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
19  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The Swan
20  - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Club 50 coach trip to Brixham 9.15am Cheddar Rd car park 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms, Grant Lane

21  - Thurs Wedmore WI -flower arranging evening 7.30pm Masonic Hall
22  - Fri Wedmore’s hidden gardens 10.30 - 5pm Wedmore
23  - Sat Wedmore’s hidden gardens 10.30 - 5pm Wedmore
25  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut
26  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30-2.30 Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The Swan 
IOW Gardening Club 7.30pm Masonic Hall

27  - Wed Probus 10.15am Golf Club 
Harvest Home committee meeting 8.00pm The George Inn

28  - Thurs IOW Society talk “Travel in strange places” and AGM 7.30pm Masonic Hall
29  - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic - bring own refreshments 8.00pm Panborough Inn 

Limelight open mic at The Swan 8.00pm The Swan
30  - Sat Wedmore Guides Jumble Sale 10.00am Wedmore VH

What’s On in the Parish June 2018
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane  07977 414799 
    Lisa  07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group  2-4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance  4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick  01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 07753 941341 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Bridge 2.00pm IOW Golf Club  Brian Moreton 01934 713854 
     brianjillmoreton@btinternet.com 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Eileen Sanders 01934 710353

+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish June 2018
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