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Editorial
I am sitting writing this on a glorious early autumnal day and heard on the radio earlier 
that the Indian Summer may well last until the end of October, so I do hope that the 
splendid weather has continued and you are reading this whilst still enjoying the last 
of what has been, I understand, one of the hottest summers on record. Welcome to 
the October Edition, number 466.

I am delighted to announce that a new contributor has come forward to join our 
team of authors of the ‘Tasty Morsels – A Recipe for You’ feature, who will make her 
debut in the November Edition. Due to the deadline for publication, we will also have 
to wait until November to discover how much money was raised by the 2018 Wedmore 
Real Ale Festival. However, I do hope that my fellow ‘Beer Bucket’ Challengers and I 
will have survived our free shampoos and raised a record-breaking amount for village 
charities in the process.

Well, if you thought that things would quieten down in October, I am afraid you 
are in for a surprise as again we have a busy month in prospect. As we look both 
forward and back in the following pages, congratulations go to the organisers of the 
Theale Flower Show who report a huge success on their 75th anniversary, whilst anger 
is expressed about the pavement (or lack of it) outside The George. Tickets go on 
sale for the Railway Children, whilst support for the ‘Isle of Wedmore Remembers’ 
is requested.

Deadline for November Edition: 1 October 2018
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 

Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 261643) 
Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (710637) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
Advertising Copy 

Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 
Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition (without adverts) will be published on The Isle of Wedmore Website, 
www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons does not want your entry 
included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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The Turnip Prize also beckons. I am still trying to persuade a close associate of 
mine, a certain R William, to enter again. Sadly he is still in a fit of ‘Premier League’ 
pique having been ignored by last year’s judges after spending, well, all of 20 minutes 
on his creation. Perhaps he should have entered the lesser known Turner Prize instead 
and would probably have won, had he not jumped up and down on the masterpiece 
afterwards. Such an Artiste!

Hearty thanks to everyone who contributed to this Edition.
Bill Sutton

Front Cover
As the fingerpost renovation project draws to a close, David Ewens supplied this photo 
for the front cover to remind us of how good the signposts now look and appeal for 
further donations to complete the project.

News
Parish Council business
The August meeting was held at Theale Village Hall with a good attendance of 
local residents. Somerset County Councillor David Huxtable was in attendance 
and reported that a property developer was submitting a planning application for 
housing on Blackford Road which would result in the zebra crossing being removed 
and replaced by traffic calming measures. He was totally opposed to this and felt the 
Highways Department would object in the strongest terms. Parish Council members 
were looking for the crossing to be further enhanced rather than removed and would 
make their feelings known to the developer at a forthcoming meeting. One resident 
was concerned that there was no safe route for cyclists and pedestrians within the 
Parish. He was informed that the emerging Neighbourhood Plan partly addressed 
this matter and all residents were encouraged to support it. It was agreed to make a 
grant towards the forthcoming WW1 exhibition at the Wedmore Village Hall being 
organised by Dr Tim Moreman.

Fingerpost Appeal
David Ewens has so far raised almost £9k from voluntary donations within the parish 
and a charitable foundation. This is a marvellous achievement and the Parish Council 
has made a grant of £1k towards the project. There are not many post left to refurbish 
and I know David is anxious to complete the project by the end of the year. Any 
further donations would be gratefully received and cheques, however small, will be 
most welcome at the Council Rooms.
Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore, Somerset BS284EA, 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Theale Flower Show – a Huge Success
A whopping nine-and-a-half stone pumpkin was a star exhibit at this 
year’s 75th anniversary Theale Flower Show – just one of the many 
entries for the Flower Show competition.

This was a bumper year 
in all sorts of ways – with Trevor Prideaux’s 
winning pumpkin even needing its own 
wheelbarrow to be transported. There 
were also many other high-quality 
exhibits in the vegetable and flower 
classes, despite the recent hot weather 
not being kind to growers. The children’s 
classes continue to impress with lots of 
inventive entries in a range of activities 
such as Lego models and handwriting.

A wide-ranging display of memorabilia 
and photographs donated by villagers to 
mark the 75th Anniversary of the show 
gave a fascinating insight into how the 
show has changed over the years without 
losing its distinct local character. Much 
fun was had by adults trying to find 

themselves pictured as children in photographs taken many years ago!
Over 400 people came to this 

year’s show with entertainment from 
Bernard Coulter’s traditional Punch 
and Judy, children’s face painting, a 
flower arranging demonstration by 
Jean Tincknell, children’s activities 
and a companion dog show run by 
Westfield Vets. Visitors and entrants 
alike were all fed and watered by a 
superb selection of teas and cakes.

The day ended magnificently 
with a rousing traditional barn dance 

staged by local folk band The Somerset Levellers accompanied by a sumptuous BBQ.
Many thanks to local landowners, David and Anne Bodley, Edwin and Sheila 

Badman, Trev and Joyce Hunt, Bill and Cathy Woodroffe and Christ’s Church Theale 
for the use of their land to stage the show. Thanks also to Nethercott Nurseries for 
the flowers for the Flower Queen and attendants, to Jean Tincknell and Jan Tomes 
for their flower arranging and pottery demonstrations

And to the hard-working local team of organisers who make the show the success it always 
is and to all those who help the show throughout the year in various activities. Thank you all!

Want to help the Flower Show during 2018 / 2019? Contact us on 01934 806157 
– we’ll be pleased to welcome you!
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Wedmore Harvest Home Procession Photos

The Harvest Home ‘royalty’: Noah Burden, Eve Dickinson, Taylor Sweet and Martha Stitch
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A colourful and animated procession

The Isle of Wedmore Remembers the First World War 
2018: War and Remembrance
I am delighted to announce that plans are in train by a partnership 
made up of St Mary’s Church, Wedmore First School and Hugh 
Sexey Church of England Middle School to hold a commemorative 
event in Wedmore in November 2018 marking the 100th Anniversary of the end of 
the First World War.

We intend to hold an exhibition and associated events at Wedmore Village Hall 
from 7 to 11 November 2018, similar to that held four years ago that attracted over 
1800 visitors, to commemorate the part played by local servicemen and the wider 
community between 1914 and 1918. If anyone from the Isle of Wedmore has any 
photographs, letters or memorabilia to lend to the exhibition they would be of huge 
interest. If anyone would be interested in helping, please do get in contact.

We are actively looking for sponsorship or any financial support at the moment to 
offset the costs of the exhibition - sadly we were unsuccessful with a Heritage Lottery 
Fund Grant on this occasion.
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The majority of funding is coming from sales of ‘The Isle of Wedmore Remembers 
the First World War 1914-19’, copies of which are available from the Wedmore Village 
Store, the Post Office and the Cottage Gallery.

The Wedmore Section of the 2nd South Western Mounted Brigade Transport 
and Supply Column, Army Service Corps, parade at Main’s Corner on the 

morning of 5th August 1914 before leaving on active service.

Volunteers from Wedmore and Blackford stand outside the recruiting 
office at the Princess Hall, Burnham on Sea, October 1915

Dr Tim Moreman
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The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser known Turner Prize. We 
will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Thursday 1 
November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible to create.

To enter contact: Trevor 01934 710004 or 07812848011
or The New Inn, Wedmore. BS28 4DU

Alternatively leave your entry at 
The New Inn, Combe Batch, Wedmore, 
Somerset. BS28 4DU.

Please  inc lude your  name or 
pseudonym and contact phone number. 
Closing date for entries will be Wednesday 
21 November. Preliminary judging will 
take place on Thursday 22 November. 
Final judging will take place at The New 
Inn, Wedmore, Somerset. BS28 4DU on 
Tuesday 4 December at 6.30pm.

For more info visit The New Inn, 
Wedmore, our facebook page or 

turnipprizebook on twitter. 
The above picture features the 2017 winner Crispy Bacon with ‘Pulled Pork’

Wedmore Real Ale Festival 2018
We trust you all had a great time at the recent Wedmore Real Ale Festival, we 
certainly did. A massive thanks to all of our brilliant sponsors, prize donators 
and volunteers for their continued support and for working hard to help us 
continue to make the festival a great event and social highlight of the year. 
We will share more festival stats and details with you in the November issue. 
Until then, enjoy your autumn season.

Alan Page 
On Behalf of WRAF

Wedmore Arts Festival 2019 – Dates for your Diary
After the runaway success of our 2018 Festival, plans are in full swing for 2019.

The dates have been set - Friday 10 to Sunday 19 May 
(please make a note) - and some of the acts are already booked.

The Festival will once again feature our popular lunchtime 
talks at the Swan; we can promise that some fascinating 
speakers will be sharing a wide range of topics. There will also 
of course be plenty of evening entertainment on offer including 

music, drama, poetry, comedy, song and (possibly) even a little dance! And this year 
we are also planning a special event to celebrate some uniquely Wedmore talent.

More details of this and all our other events will be available in next month’s issue 
of the Isle of Wedmore News, but if you can’t wait that long, please go to our website 
wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk and subscribe to our Newsletter.
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The Glastonbury Male Voice Choir got our 2018 Festival off to a rollicking start

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
Forthcoming sessions are: 1 and 15 October (please note three-week gap before next 
date) 5 and 19 November.

Stella Moore 
Registered Music Therapist HCPC, 01934 732282

The Farming Community Network (FCN)
It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN Helpline; 
03000 111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
Thanks to all of you who made comments on the ‘Regulation 
14’ Neighbourhood Plan. We are currently reviewing 
the comments and considering possible amendments. 
Following comments from Historic England, we have also 
strengthened the plan’s evidence base with a Heritage 
Assessment produced by an external consultant. This can 

be seen on the website (www.wedmore.online).
We hope to formally submit the plan to Sedgemoor Council in October. After 

that, the process largely moves out of our hands and into those of an Examiner. 
However, the final say will be down to the people of Wedmore who can vote whether 
to adopt the plan (or not). This will probably be the same day as the District and 
Parish elections in May 2019.

Bob Sellwood 
Chairman of the Neighbourhood, Plan Group

Plans Approved for 11 New Homes for Over 55s in Wedmore
The IOW News has been advised that Sedgemoor District Council has approved plans 
to create 11 freehold homes for ‘over 55s’ on land north of Holdenhurst, in central 
Wedmore. Developer Blue Cedar Homes will offer 2 and 3-bedroom houses with 
adaptable interiors to enable longer independent living.
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The build schedule has yet to be confirmed. Blue Cedar Homes has already 
promised that initial priority for property reservations will be offered to local residents 
and their close family. The developer will also pay £250,000 towards affordable housing 
to be built locally.

The proposed properties have been designed to blend with the existing 
surroundings. A local Estate Manager will maintain the communal garden, private 
gardens, boundaries, and property exteriors. Wedmore residents may join a mailing 
l i s t  t o  r e c e i v e  u p d a t e s  b y  c a l l i n g  0 1 3 9 2  3 6 9 7 0 4  o r  e m a i l i n g 
enquiries@bluecedarhomes.co.uk.’

Children’s Society Annual Box Opening – Saturday 6 October
This year the Annual Children’s Society Collection Box 
opening will take place in St. Mary’s Church on Saturday 
6 October from 9.30am – 12 noon, which coincides with 
the monthly Fairtrade Coffee Morning, so you can enjoy a 
coffee and cake whilst your collection is being counted. If 

you cannot come on 6 October, it would be most helpful if you could bring your box 
to Combe Cottage, Combe Batch, from Wednesday 3 October.

If, in future, you would prefer to make a contribution by Direct Debit rather than 
have a box, please let me know so that I can arrange this. Also, the Society is always on 
the look-out for new supporters. If you would like to become one, please contact me.

Susanne Burton

Wedmore Community Twins their public toilets to help flush away poverty 
Local villagers have been supporting fundraising initiatives this summer to raise 
money to twin their village public conveniences. The charity Toilet Twinning help to 
provide clean water, basic sanitation and hygiene education in some of the world’s 
poorest countries. Councillor Polly Costello said, “I think this is a very worthy cause, 
providing toilets in communities in deprived areas of the world, a thing we take for 
granted on a daily basis, and I hope more parishes and residents throughout the UK 
can help in this great twinning project.”

Liz Burton who has been leading the local fundraising says “by donating £60 to twin 
a toilet, you will receive a certificate with a photo and GPS co-ordinates of the toilet 
you’ve helped fund. 2.3 billion people around the world don’t have somewhere safe 
to go to the toilet. Basic sanitation has such a huge impact on health, life expectancy 
and the knock-on effects such as being able to work and provide for your family or 
attend school. Young women and girls are also at risk of assault without somewhere 
safe, close to home to go to the toilet.”

Liz hopes that Wedmore will soon achieve ‘twinned village’ status as more local 
residents and community groups support the cause. She said, “Thank you to the Parish 
Council agreeing to this.  I’m proud that our village can now boast twinned loos, and 
the public toilets will have certificates displayed for all to see, which will hopefully 
inspire others to find out more about the charity.”

You can find out more about the work that Toilet Twinning does by visiting their 
website www.toilettwining.org If you’d like to find out more about twinning a toilet in your 
home, your business or local organisation you can contact Liz Burton on 01934 221288.
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Calling Any Brass Players
The Burnham and Highbridge Brass 
Band has vacancies for Trombone 
and Cornet players, although players 
of other all instruments would be 
welcome. The band is non-contesting, 
but performs an array of engagements 
each year. These include four concerts 
at the Princess Theatre and Arts 
Centre in Burnham, plus a variety of 
fetes and flower shows throughout the 
summer. The band also opened the 

Sunday programme on the Pyramid Stage at the Glastonbury Festival in 2016. Rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evening in Burnham. If anyone is interested, please contact the Editor, 
Bill Sutton, whose details are on the inside front cover.

Don’t be Fooled
Don’t be scared but please be careful. Yesterday, I was contacted by ‘phone by someone 
pretending to be from Amazon, telling me my mobile ‘phone had been used by a person 
called David Patterson who was buying on my account. Total rubbish and a scam! 
These horrid fraudsters affect us all if we are not careful…we don’t have to be scared 
we just need to be careful! I have reported this to both Amazon and the police fraud 
team, there is no need to be scared, just vigilant, report it to www.actionfraud.police.
uk. Don’t just do nothing, by reporting it you could stop someone else, even yourself 
and your family from becoming a victim. Don’t let these criminals get away with it, 
report it, intelligence beats crime!!

Dawn Pallant

Brave the Shave
A number of us sat down to have our 
heads shaved in support of the MacMillan 
Cancer Trust at The George, Wedmore 
on Sunday 2 September. Our combined 
bravery managed to raise over £1000 
pounds, a great effort. I would like to say 
big thank you to everyone who donated, 
especially to Majestic Windows for their 
generous support.

Clive Mills

IT for the Terrified
Are you terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads, Petrified of your Phone or Confused 
by your Computer? Then why not give us a ring and see if we can help?!

I.T. for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of two 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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hours is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and friendly way, using 
their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and fully 
understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to the newcomer. We 
can cover android phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, Windows and Macs.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different volunteers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, but we will arrange an appointment to suit 
both parties as quickly as we can.

We are now open again after our summer break, so please call and leave a message 
on 01934 741751 as we will need to book an appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar 
Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. 
Appointments are essential and now cost £10 for a two-hour session but please ask 
if there is more than one of you or you have any other requirements..

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751 
(usually goes to a standard answer phone 

 – please leave a message) 
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk itfortheterrified@btconnect.com 

Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, 
Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF 

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

A Day in the Life
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com.

Focus on Businesses
Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill,
It may have been cleared up by the time you read this – but after a year or so I very 
much doubt it!!

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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What is my problem? Well it is the appalling situation outside The George. 
Crumbling pavements, piles of rubble, an unfilled hole with primitive protection to 
avoid stepping into to it - and worst of all periodic foul-smelling liquid seeping out 
of the pavement. Can nothing be done to clear up this mess that detracts so much 
from our beautiful village?

Where are the public health officials, the Environment Agency, the County and District 
Councils? Surely the pollution of our streets and the creation of trip hazards must come 
under their responsibilities for the health and safety of the public.

Whilst they debate about who is responsible, 
the situation just outside the door of the pub 
kitchen and the restaurant continues unabated. 
It is just like a third world country. The sight 
of people, children and dogs paddling in this 
pollution must be dealt with - and urgently. 
There is a real danger to residents and visitors 
and this must not be allowed to continue.

Action is required and soon!!
Alistair Smith – a Wedmore Resident

Response from the Wedmore Parish Council
The Parish Council is also concerned about the leakage outside The George and 
continues to be in frequent communication with the Environmental Health Officer 
at Sedgemoor who assures us that the leakage is not a pollutant. The EHO has issued 
an enforcement notice against The George and BT and now it is their decision when 
...or even if to prosecute.
As a Parish Council we can do little more than constantly remind the EHO that the 
problem remains and that the residents of Wedmore would like the leak stopped.

Wedmore Parish Council

Thought for the Month (revisited)
Dear Bill
Whilst at the hairdressers in Wedmore I read with interest the page 52 August article 
on Jesus’ words to become like a child (Matthew 18:4) and the Apostle Paul’s words 
to put aside childish ways (1 Corinthians 13:11). Initially it may seem to some that 
this could be contradictory, however after further examination I feel it is clear that 
both Jesus and Paul are referring to the different meanings of childish and childlike.

In Webster’s dictionary 1828 it states:-
Childish: 1. Belonging to a child; trifling. 2. Pertaining to a child; as childish years or 
age; childish sports. 3. Pertaining to children; ignorant; silly; weak; as childish fear.
Childlike: 1. Resembling a child or that which belongs to children; becoming a child; 
meek; submissive; dutiful; as childlike obedience.

From the above I believe it is clear Jesus is stating to be trusting, lowly, loving, 
and forgiving like a child. And I do not believe for a minute Paul is saying to put 
these things aside.

Simon Luke
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Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Congratulations to the winners in the draw for September. First prize went to Mrs June 
Yates with ticket number 1 and second prize to Bill and Gill Litherland with number 26.

The draw will now be made during coffee served on the fourth Sunday of each 
month to ensure the deadline for the IOW News is met!

Lisbeth Bull

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2018
August winners:
1st prize Ray Bennett winning £100!

2nd prize was a roll over number! This means next month, second prize of £50 is 
doubled and will be £100 instead!

We are now taking names for our 2019 100 club. If you would like to enter, please 
contact Kerry Willcox on: “chip787@hotmail.com” or 07881740576. £30 per number 
and that number is yours for the year. All numbers are put in to every prize draw so 
you have a chance of winning every month! 1st prize is £100 and 2nd prize is £50.

The Wedmore Harvest Home committee would like to thank everyone who 
came out and supported the day, we can’t believe it is already over! A big thank you 
goes to everyone who works behind the scenes, from the road closure team for the 
procession, ladies who serve at the lunch to the helpers at the children’s tea, plus 
so many others! We really do appreciate it, and look forward to seeing you all at a 
Harvest Home fundraiser soon.

Pictures from the day will be added soon to our website - www.wedmorehh.com 
please do take a look.

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for October - 
Tickets for ‘The Railway Children’
Tickets go on sale this month for our big autumn production, which 
will run for four performances in Wedmore Village Hall:Thursday 
29 November at 7.30pm, Friday 30 November at 7.30pm, Saturday 
1 December at 2.30pm and at 7.30pm.

• Priority booking for subscribers opens on 22 October, available from the Wedmore 
Theatre Box Office on 01934 743953, or online at www.wedmoretheatre.com.

• General booking opens on 5 November, available from both of the above two 
sources, and also from Wedmore Village Store.

All tickets are numbered, and a small price premium is charged for the new raked 
seating rows AA to GG, which are expected to sell first as they are proving very popular.

To become a subscriber, and so be eligible for priority booking from 22 October, 
sign up now to our free regular Newsletter by visiting www.wedmoretheatre.com. 
Anyone can be a subscriber, and it costs nothing!

mailto:chip787@hotmail.com
http://www.wedmorehh.com/
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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Calls for Help with ‘The Railway Children’
Our Props team is busy putting together a long list 
of unusual period items for this amazing play set in 
Edwardian rural England. One item currently stumping 
them is an old-fashioned baby pram. We wonder if anyone 
in Wedmore has an old Blue Cross (or even older) pram 
stored away in an attic somewhere? If so, please contact 
the director, Jendy Weekes, on 01278 641370. We promise 
to take very good care of all props loaned to us.

We are still looking for creative and energetic people, who enjoy working in a team, 
to help with the many essential backstage roles; such as make up, hair, costume, set 
design and construction, assistant stage managing, and many more! Even if you just 
fancy helping behind the bar for one or more performances, that contribution would 
also be gratefully received. Call 01934 713125, or e-mail chair@wedmoretheatre.com 
for more information and to register interest.

Wedmore Theatre

 ‘The Railway Children’ – Assistant Director’s Blog
Since the real hero 
of our show will be a 
gigantic steam train in a 
rural Edwardian railway 
station, we decided we 
should research this 
‘character’ thoroughly 
before  proceeding 
with the design of the 
production. Where 
bet ter  to  turn for 
inspiration than our 
very own East Somerset 
Railway at Cranmore? 
So we piled the cast and 
many of the production 

team into the Wedmore Community Bus (kindly and cheerfully driven for us by 
Roger Fielder), followed by a cavalcade of cars, and took ourselves to Cranmore for 
a morning of fun and photos.

The volunteer staff at East Somerset Railway could not have been nicer or more 
helpful. They are rightly proud of their restored station, locomotives and carriages, 
and took obvious pleasure in showing them off to us. There’s something about steam 
trains that seems to bring out the best in people…

Rehearsals are now well under way and, although the cast and director are working 
very hard, there is also the usual level of sociable enjoyment that accompanies any 
large-scale creative endeavour involving a lot of enthusiastic people working closely 
together to achieve something special. In other words – everybody seems to be having fun!

mailto:chair@wedmoretheatre.com
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We are building an excellent backstage team of creative and practical people, 
although we still need lots more imaginative and energetic members of our community 
to help with all the essential design functions, such as make-up, hair, costume, stage 
management and props. Everyone is welcome. If you’d like to be part of the team, 
even if you have absolutely no previous experience, please contact the director, Jendy 
Weekes, on 01278 641370 or e-mail her at jendyweekes@btinternet.com.

Sue Rippon

Club 50
We are having a coach trip to Bath on Wednesday 17 October. This has been altered 
from the original venue of Snowshill Manor as listed in the programme. In Bath you can 
visit the shops or view the beautiful Georgian architecture, whichever takes your fancy.

If you would like to join us, members and guests are welcome. Contact Pauline 
Lunn on 01934 732517. The cost is £15 for members and £20 for guests. Leaving at 
9.15am from the Cheddar Road Car Park.

Andrea West

Wedmore WI
There is no meeting this month as we are having our birthday lunch on 18 
October. Please contact a committee member for details.

Hazel Hudson

Wedmore Twinning Visit to St Medard
We visited our friends in St Medard in August this year, just after the Harvest 

Home. There were 25 adults and 
12 children in the party. It was, as 
ever, a joy to see them all and renew 
our friendships. The children 
especially had a really good time 
together. The visit programme 
included a vintage train ride, a 
walk around the vineyards at St 
Emilion, a day out in Blaye and its 
historic fortifications, learning a 
new way to cook mussels (!) as well 
as relaxing time with our hosts.

We learned during our visit of 
additional families in St Medard who are keen to join the twinning activity, so we do 
say to any of you in Wedmore and the surrounding area that, if you would like to join 
us, we will be very pleased to see you. All ages are welcome, in particular families 
including children.

To find out more, talk to any of us who you know are members, or alternatively 
‘phone me on 01934 713342.

Cameron Swales, Chairman

mailto:jendyweekes@btinternet.com
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Only on a Twinning visit! – a French Wurzels tribute band with a backing chorus, both 
French and English, dancing back and forth sideways whilst doing a spirited rendition 
of ‘I’m a Cider Drinker’!

This was not the only 
attraction of the evening. 
Previously we had been shown a 
spectacular way to cook mussels. 
It basically involved arranging 
mussels in concentric circles on 
large boards each on two trestles, 
then covering each board with a 
heap of dried pine needles and 
setting fire to them. It did kind 
of fall into the ‘children, don’t try 
this at home’ category!

One of the joys of Twinning is watching the children play so well together. They 
seem able to communicate the rules of whatever game they are playing, despite any 
language barriers. On our expedition on a vintage steam train, whilst some adults 
played petanque, the children joined in a game of cricket. The cricket was made more 
interesting by the fact that the boundary was a small river, with the inevitable result 
of the ball sometimes having to be fished out of the said river. There seemed to be 
no shortage of willing young fielders for this task!

Our hosts had arranged a varied programme for us; as well as all the activities we 
had long lazy picnic lunches, and relaxed evening get-togethers, with delicious food 
and wine.

Rosemary Hasler
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Photos by the Reeson family, Richard Neill, Charles Sweeney and Liz Sweeney

Wedmore Twinning Annual General Meeting and Visit 2019
Our AGM will be held in the Masonic Hall on Sunday 28 October at 6.30 pm. All 
are welcome, especially prospective new members. We promise to dispose of all the 
essential business as soon as possible and get down to discussing this year’s visit and 
the prospects for next year’s visit to Wedmore by our friends. Wine/soft drinks and 
nibbles will be to hand!

Cameron Swales, Chairman

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 23 October at 7.30pm
Although I love autumn, it seems rather sad to be writing on a 
gloriously sunny day about our October meeting. We really have had 
a wonderful summer so let’s just enjoy whatever autumn throws at 
us. On that we have a real cracker of a talk on Tuesday 23 October 
when James Cross, head gardener at the Bishop’s Palace in Wells, 
will be speaking on ‘The History and Development of the Bishop’s 
Palace Gardens’. James is a popular and knowledgeable speaker so please come 
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along - members and guests are welcome - for an entertaining and interesting evening. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm and are held in the Masonic Hall.

For our outing on Wednesday 15 August, 20 members and guests went to the 
Hauser and Wirth garden and gallery at Bruton. On arrival we had an informative talk 
followed by coffee and a walk round the Piet Oudolf designed gardens. There were 
a lot of grasses in a prairie planting style but with blocks of flowers and, although the 
summer plants were more or less over, the autumn flowers were lovely. There was 
a really interesting exhibition in the gallery of sculptures, mobiles and paintings by 
Alexander Calder. We then went to Cole Manor, a short drive away, for an excellent 
lunch in their pretty garden. An excellent day out in members’ cars: many thanks to 
all the drivers.

Jean Windridge

Wedmore Bridge Club
Hearty congratulations to the Team of Barbara Biggin, Anne Skinner, Wendy Miller 
and Mike Smith who recently came runners up in the Somerset Paul Jones Trophy – 
an excellent achievement.

The club have been pleased to welcome an influx of new members during the past 
few months – it continues to meet at 7.00 pm each Monday evening at the Masonic Hall. 
Further information can be obtained from Club Secretory Steve Pedrick on 712852.

West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 4 October
Moderate circular walk 13mi from Holford Green. OS Map 
Ex140 ST155411. Start 9.30am. Park Holford Green. Contact 
Euan Stanwix Tel: 07801 621212 or euan.stanwix@btinternet.com

Thursday 11 October
Moderate circular walk 5.5mi up Goblin Combe. OS Map Ex154 ST457655. Start 
1.30pm. Park Cleeve Rd Free CP. Contact Roger Meads Tel: 01934 743088/0772 
4800882 or rogermead1941@hotmail.co.uk

Thursday 18 October
Moderate circular walk 11.5mi from Nunney. OS Map Ex142 ST735457. Start 
10.00am. Park Quarry CP. Contact Margaret Donkin Tel: 01373 462203/07543 696675 
or margkdonkin@aol.com

Thursday 25 October
Moderate circular walk 7mi from Nunney. OS Map Ex142 ST735457. Start 1.30pm. Park 
Quarry CP. Contact Cheryl Evans Tel: 07818 462949 or cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com

An alternative contact for the Holford Green walk is Nicola Stanwix at 
Nicola.stanwix1@btinternet.com

There is little overlap in the two walks from Nunney. Margaret’s walk heads in the 
direction of Wanstrow and Trudoxhill, and Cheryl’s walk will take in the East Mendip 
Way and the MacMillan Way to the north of Nunney.

mailto:euan.stanwix@btinternet.com
mailto:rogermead1941@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:margkdonkin@aol.com
mailto:cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com
mailto:Nicola.stanwix1@btinternet.com
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A recent 14.7mile walk from Chepstow along the Wye Valley Trail to Brockweir, and back along 
Offa’s Dyke. Picture taken at the Devil’s Pulpit overlooking Tintern Abbey Thursday 16 August.

Reach Out and Dance Wedmore Dance Classes
Wedmore Over 50s Dance Group meets in Wedmore Village Hall from 10.30 am to 
12.00 noon every Thursday (term time only). The cost is £5 or £3 for concessions paid 
per session and the aim is to get fit, dance, meet new people and have fun. The sessions 
are very varied and are a mixture of dances from around the world and contemporary 
dances. They are suitable for all abilities.

Classes have started again and you are invited to join in the fun. No special expertise 
or clothing is required.

Contact Pat Taylor on 01934 713430 (email davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com) 
for more details or just turn up on the day.

Weather Report for August 2018
RAINFALL
Monthly total  98.6mm (3.81ins)
 30-year average 74.7mm (2.94ins)
 Wettest day (26th) 28.2mm  (1.11ins)
 No of dry days  18
 Last 3 months (Jun - Aug) 120.8mm (4.76ins)
 Year ending 31 Aug 18  792mm (31.2ins)
 30-year annual average 803mm (31.6ins)

mailto:davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com
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TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (5th) 28 °C  (82.4 °F)
 Minimum (25th, 31st) 5 °C  (41.0 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 21.8 °C (71.2 °F)
 30-year average maximum 21.8 °C (71.2 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 11.9 °C (53.4 °F)
 30-year average minimum 12 °C (53.6 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall 30% above average

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse for October
A Pink Moon

16 October 2017, by an eyewitness

Are we looking at a Pink Moon

In the grey sky at noon?

Get the camera, what does it mean?

It was gone again at 12.15,

It returned to being a bright sun,

A pink moon was much more fun.

Did Hurricane Ophelia turn our sun pink?

What are we to think?

The 1 o’clock news reported,

It was a cloud of Sarah desert sand,

From which the colour came,

So the hurricanes lady

Was not totally to blame,

What a sight to see

And nature gave it for free.
Vera Banwell
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Forthcoming Events
Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 1 October
8pm at The George.

Crookham Baptist Chapel – Sunday 7 October
Crookham Baptist Chapel are holding their Harvest Festival at 6.30pm

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 13 October
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome.

Wedmore Farmers’ Market – Saturday 13 October
At the Borough Yard from 9.30 am to 1.30 pm. Any enquiries, please contact Mrs 
Judith Gould on 07813340086.

Wedmore Methodist Church – Friday 19 October
Our Annual Fun Quiz night will take place in the Wedmore Methodist Schoolroom 
7.00 for 7.30 pm. Nothing too serious! Entry £6.50 to include a light supper. Teams 
of 4 - 6.

If you cannot make a full team, then just come along and join another one. To 
book please ring Gwen Fisher 01934 712629 or Angeline Duckett 01934 712631 or just 
turn up on the night - you will be made very welcome. It is always a really fun evening.

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 23 October
At 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall. A talk ‘The History and Development of the Bishop’s 
Palace Gardens’ by James Cross, head gardener at the gardens.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 25 October
The next monthly meeting will take place in the 
Wedmore Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm. The speaker will be 
Malcolm Henderson whose talk will be titled ‘HMRC 
& Tax – A lot of what you need to know.’ Malcolm was 
a Tax Inspector for 25 years in HMRC. Members free. 
Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits. Contact: 
Ian Tomes, 01934 710390.

Wedmore Twinning AGM – Sunday 28 October
At the Masonic Hall at 6.30 pm. All are welcome, especially prospective new members. 
We will be discussing this year’s visit and the prospects for next year’s visit to Wedmore 
by our friends. 

Wine/soft drinks and nibbles will be to hand!

St Mary’s Church Wedmore Annual Charities’ Fair – Saturday 3 
November 2018
Once again St Mary’s PCC is opening the church to various charities to give them 
an opportunity to sell their Christmas cards, calendars and gifts. This year the Fair 
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will be on Saturday morning 3 November from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. This is the 
18th Fair and over the years it has raised thousands of pounds for a wide range 
of charitable causes. At the time of going to press, there are only a few stalls still 
available. If you wish to have a stall, (registered charities only), please telephone 
Sue Burton on 01934 712092.

Fairtrade coffee and cakes will be available to refresh you in between making 
your purchases. This is always a very happy occasion, so do come along and support 
your favourite charities.

Safari Supper – Saturday 3 November
Wedmore Arts Festival is organising another safari 
supper in aid of the new Sports Pavilion at the 
recreation ground, which is going to be a great asset 
for the village. Tickets will be £27.50 each for the meal 
and all wine and coffee. It will start at Beggars Roost 
at 7pm and will follow the usual pattern.

Tickets are available from Suzanne Metters (suzannemetters@hotmail.com).
We do hope to see you there.

Theale Flower Show Harvest Supper – Saturday 10 November
At the Theale Village Hall. There will be a three-course supper plus a glass of wine, 

and this year Peter Wright, ex editor of the Mail on Sunday, has 
agreed to be the after dinner speaker!

Tickets will be £15 and to book please contact Lesley Luke 
on 01934 713176/ lesleyluke@live.co.uk or Cathy Butterworth 
01934 712775/ cb@theconsultant.org

We will try to meet any special dietary requirements so please 
let us know when booking your ticket.

Quiz Night in Aid of your Local Samaritans Branch – Friday 16 
November
Please come and join us again this year in Wedmore Village 
Hall at 7pm for 7.30 pm to pit your wits, in teams of four, in 
support of this very worthwhile charity which helps those in 
distress and despair.

It will be a fun evening with a delicious supper included and 
a licensed bar.

Tickets are £15 per head and are available from the Wedmore Village Store or 
ring Holly and David on 01934 713392 or Andrew on 01934 712642.

We do hope you will join us....but don’t delay as many were disappointed last time 
when we sold out well in advance.

mailto:suzannemetters@hotmail.com
mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org
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The Crossword: Number 18
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

6 A slow city train drops conservative for a surprising 
place to stop (7,7)

9 I stick fast when covered in money (6)
10 This is measured negatively by the sound of it (8)
11 Intrinsic names present in it (8)
13 Open sun blocks without naval commandos (6)
15 Priscilla’s husband, hot or merely playful? (6)
17 Prevents posts (6)
19 Works around work, works (6)
20 Length of sentence in Bow or use it to catch a song-

thrush in Spain (8)
22 Compass has several covering part of the mind (8)
24 Regular Eastwood has got his start covered (6)
26 Control about theory and love may solve the crime (14)

DOWN:

1 Fierce presenter, about to go mad, encourages unrestricted 
business (4,10)

2 Multimedia’s magazine (4)
3 She can cover a Buddhist temple in more ways than one (6)
4 Alvin was noted for his magical quality (8)
5 Potato to go back above (4)
7 Restless, sound too wise to cover direction (6)
8 “Toss coin”, pitmen sang, “we’d prefer to work here”. (8,6)
12 Charge a vessel. The contents will give one a hangover (5)
14 50/50 around day before even! (5)
16 Strain of small animal homes in use (8)
18 Sailor’s employer can be one to take unfair advantage (6)
21 Florid fabulous old bird with Oscar’s company (6)
23 Open lots of delicious ice-cream and return a hero (4)
25 “Sir! I wonder if you could show the flag? (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Wellbeing ‘Drop In’ Support Café – Mondays
Youth support staff and ‘one-2-one’ counselling advisers, for people 
aged 13 –18. Mondays 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Methodist Hall, Cliff 
Street Cheddar BS27 3PL. Free pizza. www.SRYP.org.uk. Inspiring 
involvement, creating opportunities.

Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45am to 11.15am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces are limited so book your free place before the rush!

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30am and 12.00 noon come and chat with 
us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search 
on line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library – 1st and 3rd Fridays
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft 
and Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.00pm on the first and third Fridays of 
each month.

On 5 October there is a ‘Bring Your Own Craft, and Chat’ session.
‘Embroidery on Paper’ is on 19 October, downstairs in the Library. Sashiko is a 

form of Japanese folk embroidery using the basic running stitch to create a patterned 
background.

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as you 
wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.

For more details contact Cheddar Library.

Mark W.I. Meeting – Tuesday 2 October
Please note this is a change from our usual Thursday night meeting.
Wendy Doig introduces us to Organic Rhythm – Drumming for Health 
and Wellbeing. This is a fun, interactive experience to be followed by 
tea, coffee and cake. Our friendly group welcomes new members and 
guests of all ages.

 Non-members’ entry £5 on the door.

http://www.SRYP.org.uk
mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
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Cheddar Vale Lions Club Jumble Sale – Saturday 6 October
Cheddar Vale Lions are holding their second jumble sale of the year 
in Cheddar Village Hall. Entrance fee will be 20p per person and the 
sale starts at 2pm. Jumble will be accepted from 12 noon and if anyone 
would like to discuss items that may need to be collected, please call 
on 0845 833 7402. All proceeds to the Lions work in the community.

West Mendip Orchestra Open Rehearsal – Saturday 6 October
The Director of Music invites all instrumentalists to an open rehearsal ‘come along 
and play’ Rimsky Korsakov – Scheherazade on Saturday 6 October 2018, 10am – 
4pm (with cake at the break) at the Churchill Academy, Churchill Green, Churchill, 
BS25 5QN. We would love to see you! A nominal charge of £10 is requested to cover 
expenses, payable in advance.

To register for the event or for further details, please contact the Chair, Jolanta 
Modelska, mob: 07540 580824 or e-mail: chair@west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk

Website: www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk/open_rehearsal.html Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/westmendiporchestra

Charity no: 1041826

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre – Autumn Season
Monday 15 October
Film ‘The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society,’ featuring Lilly 
James and Tom Courtney set just after the end of the Second World War.

Friday 16 and Saturday 17 November
‘Back from the Front,’ a play to mark the end of the First World War 
and the sequel to ‘Letters from the Front’, performed at the Kings 
Theatre under the umbrella of Cheddar Arts in 2014. ‘Back from the 

Front’ reflects the last months of World War One, illustrated through drama, song 
and comedy, and its influence on Cheddar from 1918 to the present day. Written by 
Gill Scard and Mark Carey from an idea by Gill Scard, this is not to be missed.

Thursday 13 December
Film ‘The Greatest Showman,’ a big, bold musical inspired by the story of showman P. T. 
Barnum’s creation of the Barnum and Bailey Circus and the lives of its star attractions.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts or for queries email 

cheddararts@googlemail.com

Axbridge Archaeological and Local History Society – Wednesday 17 
October
Cat Lodge will be talking about her recent research into ‘Medieval 
Deer Parks.’ Cat is an archaeologist with North Somerset Council 
and is actively involved with research in the local area.

Venue: Cross Memorial Hall (BS26 2EL) at 7.30pm.

http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
mailto:cheddararts@googlemail.com
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Non-members are always welcome but a donation of £3 is requested.
Full details of this and the rest of the programme are on the website www.aalhs.co.uk

Mark W.I. Outing to Houses of Parliament – Monday 15 October
Coach leaves Mark 7.30am, departs London 5.00pm. Includes 90-minute tour of 
Parliament at 11.30am. In addition, there are options to sit in the gallery for the 
afternoon Parliamentary session at 2.30pm, or free visit to Jewel Tower in Palace of 
Westminster or do your own sightseeing after the tour.

Expected cost £24 per person, depending on numbers. Non W.I. members welcome.
All are welcome, for full details of the day’s activities and to book a place with your 

preferred afternoon option, please contact our Secretary Janet Smith on 01278 641589.

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Fire Walking Spectacular – 
Saturday 20 October
Outside Winscombe Cricket Club at 5:30pm. A barefoot 
walk over red-hot embers to raise funds through volunteer 
walkers collecting sponsorship. We are seeking volunteers 
wishing to challenge themselves; the cost is £25 to register 
to take part and we ask each volunteer to raise a minimum 
of £50 in sponsorship.

Please contact WinscombeRNLI@gmail.com to register and ask for a 
Sponsorship Form when you register. Alternatively, there is a team just giving 
page www.justgiving.com/teams/Firewalking-for-the-RNLI and on this site you can 
make your own just giving page or join the team or do both. Also you will be able 
to see how the team is doing while there will be a prize for the top fundraiser! The 
fire walk will be run by ‘Survivorbility’ and details can be found on their website 
www.survivorbility.com.

Features and Favourites Concert by the Burnham and Highbridge 
Brass Band – Sunday 28 October
At the Princess Theatre and Arts Centre in Burnham on Sea, commencing at 7pm. 
Tickets £7 (Concessions £6) are available from the Princess Box Office 01278 784464 
or online at www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk

Cheddar Vale Lions Club Christmas Fair – Saturday 10 November
The Cheddar Vale Lions are launching a new event – a Christmas Fair 
to be held in Cheddar Village Hall. There will be Christmas themed 
stalls selling crafts, gifts, decorations, toys and numerous other items 
together with a grand Christmas raffle. The main attraction is that 
Father Christmas will be in attendance and an area of games and 
delights for the children. Free entrance is from 10am until 2pm. 
Refreshments will be available. If anyone would like to enquire about hiring a stall 
at the event, please call on 0845 833 7402.

http://www.aalhs.co.uk
http://www.survivorbility.com
http://www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk
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A Concert by the West Mendip Orchestra – Friday 16 November
At 7.45pm at Churchill Academy. We are very excited to welcome back the hugely 
talented Cristina Dimitrova who will be playing Paganini’s Violin Concerto No.1. 
Our programme also includes Mozart’s Magic Flute Overture and Beethoven’s 6th 
Symphony.

Tickets At £10 (concessions £8, students £2) will be available on the door.

Tasty Morsels –  
Recipes for You
Thai Pork (Moo Pad Krapow)
If you travel by train in Thailand, local women come on board at stations selling 
polystyrene trays of food – half spicy pork, half rice, with a fried egg on top. It works 
remarkably well cold, so would make a good picnic option as well as an easy supper.

Ingredients
9 oz pork mince
Half an onion
1 clove garlic, or to taste
2 tsps mushroom soup powder (or half a vegetable stock cube)
3 tsps Thai fish sauce
2 tsps oyster sauce (I use Maekrua brand)
2 tsp sugar
4 chillies, or to taste, finely sliced
Black pepper
A handful of Thai basil leaves
5 oz rice (I prefer basmati, but use Thai Jasmine if you want to keep it authentic)
Two large eggs

Method
1. Finely chop the onion and fry in a little oil. Crush or chop the garlic and cook 

until fragrant. Add the pork, cook for a few minutes until it starts to colour, 
then add the soup powder, fish sauce, oyster sauce, sugar, chilli and pepper. 
You may need a splash of water to keep it moist.

2. Meanwhile, cook the rice – I boil it in a surfeit of water, then put it through a 
sieve over the sink, sit the sieve on the pan and rinse with boiling water from 
the kettle. Then I swill the pan to gather any remaining rice grains and pour 
that water back through the rice to give a clean pan and ‘dry’ fluffy rice.

3. In a separate frying pan, get a little oil as hot as you dare, then fry the eggs so 
the white is crispy around the edges but the yolk is still runny.

4. Stir the Thai basil through the pork at the last minute and serve over or 
alongside the rice with the egg on top.

Stuart Fisher
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The Garden in October
I’m sure that none of you needs reminding that we had an 
outstanding summer this year. However, at the time of 
writing (last weekend of August) that has already receded 
into memory and the weather is quite unsettled with some 
heavy rain and the night before last, the temperature dropped 
to 5˚C, very cold for August. If that did any good at all, it was 
to remove the risk of late potato blight, which followed the 
warm humid weather that came after the drought ended.

At the end of this week, we have Theale Flower Show, when the 
level and standard of entries will give some indication of how local gardeners have 
coped with the hot dry summer. I will have to mention the results next month.

Now is the peak time for harvesting various fruit and vegetable crops; when you 
have picked apples and pears, store them in a dry, cool place, maybe in the garden 
shed, ideally laid on a bed of straw and go over them occasionally, removing diseased 
fruit as these may pass on their infection to adjoining ones (one rotten apple etc.); 
also look out for rodents that may think you have laid in a store of food to see them 
through the winter. Depending on the variety, it is possible to keep apples and pears 
right through until early spring, although the latter are more difficult to keep in good 
condition than apples.

I said in September that you should start planting bulbs, but now is the time to 
dig up half - hardy summer flowering bulbs such as gladioli; cut off their yellowing 
foliage and lift, clean and store the corms; dahlia tubers can be similarly treated, but 
make sure their hollow stems are not left containing water, as this may cause them 
to rot. Tulips should be planted from now onwards.

If you have herbaceous borders that seem in need of renovation, as the plants die 
back, label them with their name (height and colour also, if you feel that you are not 
sufficiently familiar with name alone) and dig them up, dividing clumps if necessary; 
this can be done using two forks, back to back. Dig over and manure the ground, 
carefully remove any perennial weeds such as couch grass and bindweed and replace 
the plants; the soil temperature should be still high enough to get some new root 
formation before winter arrives.

New hedges, planted last spring, should be cut back fairly hard in their first autumn 
to encourage them to thicken up at the base when re-growth starts next spring. Resist 
the temptation to leave them alone because they look taller. With a good mulch and 
some fertilizer, they will soon make up the reduction in height when growth begins 
again.

In the vegetable garden, lifting and storing root crops is a practice that used to be 
commonplace but with milder winters that we generally seem to get these days, many 
of us simply leave things where they are until required. One drawback with leaving 
them in situ can be that, if you are on heavier soils where the little black keeled-slug 
is a problem, it can do untold damage to a lot of root vegetables. If you are plagued 
with this particular pest, a biological control is available for them; you buy a culture 
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of a parasitic nematode and add it to the infected soil area and the little worms 
hatch out and eat the slugs from the inside outwards. This is dependant on soil 
temperature, so check with the supplier what temperature is the optimum for 
nematode activity.

October is an excellent time for planting trees, shrubs and climbers from containers; 
if of course, you are planting bare-rooted stock, then these are unlikely to be available 
until November, by which time their leaves should have fallen and they can be lifted 
from the nursery beds.

Tender plants that have spent the summer in pots on the patio need to go into 
the greenhouse soon, as we occasionally have a damaging frost after a sunny autumn 
day. Agapanthus are deservedly popular these days; they are derived from a few 
species that occur naturally in Southern Africa, from the Western Cape in the south 
to the mountainous regions south of the grey greasy Limpopo River in the north-
east. They occur from sea-level up to two thousand metres above it. They may be 
deciduous or evergreen; the deciduous species grow in areas that have dry winters 
and rain in summer; the evergreens come from areas where it rains during the winter 
or throughout the year. In both cases, the main flowering season is in mid-summer, 
with us, usually July, August and into September. In our climate, the evergreen plants 
need temperatures above freezing, but below 8° C and light in the winter to perform 
well and therefore are suited to containers which can be put into a cold glasshouse 
when winter arrives. Deciduous plants need no light in the winter of course but still 
need to get no warmer than 8°C if at all possible. Deciduous plants are therefore a 
better bet for open ground than are evergreens. If you have recently bought a plant 
and are not sure if it is deciduous, look at it in October and see if its foliage is dying 
off, if it isn’t, it’s probably evergreen. Agapanthus are not fussy about soil pH but do 
need good drainage. It is often suggested that, when in containers, plants need to be 
pot-bound to flower well; ideally they should be re-potted into the next size up pot 
immediately after flowering, the plant will then form new roots before winter and 
perform well next year. Feed them with high potash tomato fertilizer. Agapanthus have 
been pretty much free of pests until recently, but an insect has arrived, the Agapanthus 
gall midge, which causes flower buds to be discoloured and malformed and fail to 
open. The RHS are studying this with a view to suggesting control methods. A well-
known, relatively local nursery, Pennard Plants, have stopped growing Agapanthus 
because of this and some other problems.

 Lawn cutting has not been a major priority in this dry summer, but grass has been 
growing recently and should not be cut too short from now on.

Roses can be lightly pruned to stop winds from rocking them and spraying for 
black-spot, again largely unnecessary this summer, may yet become so if temperatures 
remain warm.

Well again I have run out of space, so I will end and think about what to write in 
November.

Adrian Hutchison
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Thought for the Month
One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is that of encouragement and help. It can be so 
easy to do the opposite – pointing out and highlighting the negative whilst ignoring 
the positive in life.

Encouragers are great people to be with – it is a truly wonderful gift to share with 
those around us. Encouragement lifts our spirits and helps us face the future unafraid.

Taking time to value others is a way of encouraging. I note how Jesus took the little 
children on his knee and blessed them making them feel loved and valued.

Discouragement on the other hand is continually before us in the media. As 
Christians, we see the influence of Christianity on the wane in our nation and it disturbs 
us, but looking back to the 1700s and the time of John Wesley and George Whitfield, 
we see a nation similarly ignoring our Heavenly Father and the salvation offered to 
us through Jesus Christ His Son. Our country had sunk to a low point but God rose 
up Wesley and Whitfield and a great revival took place in our nation – thousands 
turned back to God.

There have always been times like these. The prophet Elijah complained to God 
that he was the only prophet left (1 Kings ch 19). God answers Elijah with this word 
of reality and encouragement – God tells Elijah ‘Yet I have reserved for myself 7,000 
who have not bowed the knee to the foreign gods’. (1 Kings 19 v 18).

In August at the New Wine and Soul Survivor Christian Festivals over 1,000 made 
a commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Be encouraged, encourage others and continue to pray for our nation.
Bob Drew 

Bagley Baptist Church

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
Ladies doubles day took place at Wedmore Tennis 
club on 4 August in fierce heat. Congratulations 
to the winners Tess Hodgson and Dawn Redwood, 
the runners up were Kimberly Myers and Fiona 
Torres Spence.

Thank you to Mark Jackson for organising an enjoyable afternoon of tennis and 
to all the ladies who took part and played some terrific tennis.

Coaching
Autumn coaching schedules are now available on the website for the term from 4 
September to 27 October. Coaching for children from three years upwards and Ladies 
coaching including Rusty rackets, Cardio and adult coaching. Please contact Craig 
Phillips 07546230727 e: tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:tennis.phillips@hotmail.co.uk
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35 league members at the Summer League Party

Various LTA Open tournaments can be entered via the LTA Website on an ‘enter 
and pay’ online basis.

Practice Evenings
A reminder that practice evenings for men are Monday evenings, Ladies are Tuesday 
evenings from 6.30 pm. These evenings are open to all members and not just league 
players.

Joanna Cooper

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
August should be a quieter month on the golf course following 
the busiest month of the year but you would not have thought 
so on the final Thursday as over 140 ladies including over 100 
visitors took part in the Open Bowmaker. As each team had to 
include at least one visitor there was bound to be at least one in 
the winning team and this was Tess Pitt from Weston. Playing 
with Liz Hill, Liz Miller and June Smith, the team scored an 
impressive 89 points to finish 4 points clear of the runners-up. 
These were another mixed team with locals Mary Lou Denny, 
Maggie Morris and Heather Abraham teaming up with Lynn Bird from Brean. Third 
place went to Helen Takhar, Sue Moon, Julie Lindley and Maxine Portnell from 
Wheathill and Wincanton with Theresa Russell, Helen Gould, Carol Brookes and 
Sharon Crawford taking the visitors’ prize.

For that matter, someone also forgot to tell the Seniors, as 110 players, the biggest 
entry eve,r took part in the Seniors’ August Stableford. Nobody was able to get to 
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forty points though. Steve Sweeting finished first in division one with 38 points, just 
one point better than a group of five players all on 37. Countback was called on to 
sort out the places with Tom Bennett picking up second spot and Ian Sentence in 
third. Philip McMahon won division 2 with 39 points, just one better than runner up 
Peter Roberts with 37 again proving a popular score with three players on the same 
mark and Roger Harding proving best on countback. Trevor Stone was another player 
scoring 39, just good enough to beat Bill Witter and John Sim by a single point with 
Witter taking second place on countback.

Winning Team from the Ladies’ Open Bowmaker

Frank Denniston was man of the week in the Club Medal, winning division 2 with 
42 points, which means he played to his age on gross scoring. Players generally seem 
to be coping with the hard bounces now. Rob Davis won division 1 of the Club Medal 
with 41 and was followed by David Myers and Rich Vowles both on 40. Denniston’s 
win came in division 2 where he was 3 clear of both Evan Newman and Marcus 
Chantrey. Francis Rabbitts won division 3 on 69, a shot better than Brian Kidd with 
Ken Brice a further shot back in third. Ann Dixon was best lady on 36, 2 better than 
Ladies Captain Shirley Gooding.

The Seniors and Ladies also held their monthly medals. There was some 
spectacular scoring from the Seniors with Geoff Musson-Thorp winning division 3 
with a seven under par 63 to win division 3 from Brian Fell on 67 and Fred Linham 
on 69. Ian Hollands was another player in form winning division 1 with a nett 64, 3 
better than Graham Hayes and a further shot better than the aforementioned Frank 
Denniston. Division 2 went to Brian Crosby on 66, a point better than Tony Roe with 
Tony Ireland third on 68. There was a very clear winner in the Ladies with Ronnie 
Follenfant scoring a nett 68 which was 4 under her handicap and 7 shots clear of her 
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nearest challengers. These were Caroline Patterson and Annya Patten who lost out 
on countback with both on 75. Just behind these came Marlyn Jackson who beat 
Marion Warren-Smith on countback after both scored 76.

The Stablefords 
had a bit of a twist 
this month. The Club 
Stableford was lost 
to wet weather but 
there was a double 
Stableford with teams 
of two both needing 
to score. The winning 
score of 79 from Nigel 
Young and Graham 
Sugg was therefore a 
brilliant effort, with 
both players under 
handicap, and gave 
them a lead of 9 points 
over nearest rivals 
Brian Webber and Ian 
Bunn. Things got much 
closer then with Trevor 
Marshal and David 
Bates just a shot behind 
in third whilst only a 
further shot behind 
came Ian Robson and 
Terry Clark and Don 
Sarjant and Daniel 
Milford with Robson 
and Clark winning out 
on countback. The 

Ladies Stableford was also the first holding of the Shirley Gooding Trophy. The 
winner and best score of the day came from Diane Midgley in division 2. Her 36 points 
made her the only player on the day to play to her handicap and put her 2 points 
clear of her closest rivals. In fact there were 6 players all finishing with 34 points, 2 
of whom took second and third place in division 2 with Ann Dixon just beating Sue 
McDonald on countback. Remarkably, the other four players were all in division 1. 
Six pars over the back nine was enough to secure the divisional win for Liz Hill, just 
ahead of Ange Webber and Sue Chambers, with Mary-Lou Denny paying the price 
for an outstanding front nine, in fourth place. In another coincidence, the first three 
players in division 3 also all finished on the same score, this time with 31 points each. 
Countback was therefore required yet again, awarding first place to Heather Hector, 
just ahead of Sue Edwards with Ruth Rogers taking third place.

Winners of ‘Brad’s Bash’ – Steve, Harriet and Ffion Lockley
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The Ladies also held their Team Trophy, a Bowmaker with three players per team 
with the fairways still running fast. Ladies Captain Shirley Gooding took full advantage 
of this; playing with Sue Chambers and Sally Clifford they massed 86 points to win by 
4 points. Runners-up were Hazel Gough, Louise Allen, still in good form following 
her Open Week successes, and Jenny Brown.Two points further back were the third 
placed team of Sue McDonald, Heather Abraham and Ashley Ribi.

Bank Holiday Monday was ‘Brad’s Bash’, a scramble in memory of a popular 
Captain. Winners were the Lockley family, Steve, Harriet and Ffion on 48.8 followed 
by Josh and Ben Barwell with Andy Ratcliffe, with Bill Lander, Mike Garbutt and 
Steve Smith in third.

Tony Biggs

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Wedmore’s men’s teams in the County League each 
played two games in August. In Premier Division 1, 
Wedmore A suffered a heavy defeat at home to a strong 
Bristol team losing 47 - 74. They did much better away 
at Bloomfield (Bath) winning two from three rinks and 
taking the game by a comfortable 69 - 39. A Birch, D 
Wederell, K Pettit and R Barron top scored 32-12. At the 
start of the month, Wedmore B were undefeated in North 
Division 3 having won all seven matches. Surprisingly, they lost away to Chew Stoke, 
51 - 69, taking just one rink; V Matthews, P Duggan-Rees, M Green and R Thurkettle 
winning 20 - 15. Back home, against Ashcombe C, they recorded their eighth win by 
57 - 48 taking two rinks. At the half way point, V Matthews, P Duggan-Rees, D Trow 
and R Thurkettle were 19 shots down but fought back strongly to win 23 - 15. The B 
team are still comfortably top of division 3 and will finish the season as Champions. 
The C team also play in Division 3 but are finding the competition difficult. Away at 
Portishead B, N Fowler, S Young, T Counsell and J White won 21 - 13 but the game 
was lost 46 - 64. The C team also lost at home, 47 - 57, to Chew Stoke B without 
picking up any rink points.

The men have had another good month in the Clevedon & District over 60s league 
winning all three matches played. At home to Portishead, Wedmore dominated the 
game winning five rinks and halving the sixth to finish 127 - 80 winners. T Counsell, 
I Gallop and R Hughes finished 29 - 9 after winning 11 ends, including scoring a 5 
and a 6. The game away at Long Aston was another comfortable win by 125 - 63. 
Wedmore won four rinks and halved one. J Runciman, D Collins and C Moss were 
31 - 9 top scorers. At home to Chew Stoke, Wedmore won all six rinks and took the 
match by a comfortable 112 - 70. T Brown, I Gallop and R Hughes top scored 24 - 12.

Wedmore played main C & D rivals, Portishead RBL, in the cup semi-final. The 
game was very close with Wedmore winning 103-93. I Gallop, R Newell and R Hughes 
top scored, 24 - 7. Unfortunately, Wedmore were unable to retain the C & D Charity 
Cup which they have won in the last two seasons. They won four of their five rinks 
and tied the fifth but finished second to Nailsea who won all five.
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The men have had a disappointing month in the Weston & District over 60s 
League winning just one of the four matches played. They earned a good win away to 
Portishead RBL, winning on five rinks and taking the match by 101 - 84. T Collingwood, 
J Runciman and R Newell top scored 17 - 9. Away at Ashcombe Crusaders, Wedmore 
lost by a narrow 104 - 107 despite winning four of the six rinks. D Skelton, T Simpson 
and R Barron were Wedmore’s top scorers. They were 8 shots up before Ashcombe 
scored but by end 14 Wedmore were just 1 ahead. Wedmore then scored 9 shots in the 
last four ends winning by 25 - 15. The men also lost a very close game, 103 - 107, away 
at Winscombe despite winning four from six rinks again. V Matthews, M Green and 
K Pettit top scored 29 - 10. The third defeat was another away match at Portishead. 
The teams shared the rinks three each, but Wedmore lost the game 78 - 82. D Trow, 
M Green and K Pettit were top scorers, 17 - 13. Wedmore achieved a better result 
in the W&D Cup semi-final beating Ashcombe away by 106 - 86. V Matthews, C 
Panchaud and D Nicholls were the biggest winners, 28 - 8.

The ladies have had a good season and are well placed in all three leagues. This 
month they have won both games played in the Wessex League. The match away at 
Clevedon Prom was close with Wedmore winning two from three rinks and taking the 
game 49 - 44. Julie Collins, Doreen Gallop, Trish Newell and Gil Harvey top scored, 
22 - 16. The win at home against Mark Moor was much easier finishing 67-23 with 
Wedmore winning all three rinks. Two rinks won by 21 shots each.

In the Mendip Triples League, the ladies have won two from three games. They 
started with a 47 - 60 defeat away at Wrington with Wedmore losing on all rinks. At 
home against Nailsea, the ladies won two rinks and tied the third to win the game 45 
-35. Julie Collins, Trish Newell and Maureen Hordle were 0 - 11 down after five ends 
then won the next five to go 15-11 up. They finished top rink on 22 - 14. Pat Jenkins, 
Margaret Barron and Elaine Deverill deserve a mention for scoring 3 shots on the 
last end to earn the tie. Wedmore’s biggest win came at home to Fosseway with the 
ladies taking two from three rinks and winning by an impressive 77-32. Doreen Gallop, 
Ann Hughes and Trish Newell top scored winning 15 from 18 ends and finishing with 
an impressive 32 - 5 result.

Results have not been as good in the Weston and District Triples League with 
Wedmore winning three from five games. At home to Victoria, the game finished 53-
49 with Wedmore winning two rinks. D Gallop, J Collins and Shirley Wederell started 
slowly losing the first six ends but won the next six scoring 18 shots. They finished 
as top rink on 23 - 17. Another close home game against Portishead saw Wedmore 
winning by 47 - 43, again taking two rinks. J Collins, Marie Trow and Trish Newell won 
18 - 11. The third win was a 48 - 47 victory at home to West Backwell. Julie Collins, 
Joan Hunt and Shirley Wederell won nine from 15 ends, including scoring a 5 and a 
6, to finish 21 -10 winners.

The two losses occurred away to Congresbury, 34 - 54 and at home to Wessex, 
43 - 56, with no rink wins in either game.

If you are interested in bowling indoors, new members, both experienced bowlers 
and beginners, are always welcome.

Sandra Moss
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Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 16 October the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle 
prayer pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that 
make up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, 
stopping at various points and praying for the particular communities. 
Details of timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome 
to join him at any of the stops.

Timings of the route are as follows:
10.30 am  Cocklake Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer Clive Weare House
11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
11.30 am  Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm
11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand  Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
 1.00 pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
 1.10 pm Theale Christchurch
 1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Parish Registers
Weddings
Congratulations go to:

Joe and Chloe (nee Bunn) Church of Mark, whose wedding took place at Holy 
Trinity, Blackford on 4 August 2018.

James and Sophie (nee Stones) Hector of Cocklake, whose wedding took place 
at St Mary’s Church on 11 August 2018.

Ben and Kelly (nee Bishop) Cox of Wedmore, whose wedding took place at St 
Mary’s Church on 18 August 2018.

Baptisms
Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:

Rose Annie Coombes, daughter of Jack and Alice Coombes, baptised in Holy 
Trintiy, Blackford on Sunday 26 August 2018.

All Souls Service
This year St Mary’s will once again be holding a service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving for those whose funerals we have taken over the past year or so. This 
will be on Sunday 4 November at 3.00 p.m. at St Mary’s church. Relatives of those 
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whose funerals we have taken during the year will be invited but the service is open 
to anyone. Do let the Vicar know if you might wish to come or if there is anyone 
whose name you wish to be remembered at the service. Afternoon tea will be served 
afterwards so it will be a good to have an idea of how many people we need to cater 
for. Traditionally the church sets aside 2 November, All Souls Day, to remember those 
countless ordinary people who have gone before us and whose memory we cherish. 
This comes the day after All Saints Day when the church remembers those many 
extraordinary men and women whom we think of as saints.

The service will be a chance to remember those dear to you who have recently 
died (whose names will be read out at the service), to meet with others who are also 
bereaved and to express our Christian faith in resurrection and the hope of God’s 
kingdom. There will be a separate service for the village of Allerton on Sunday 28 
October at 3.00pm.

Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday this year will hold special resonance as it will be exactly 100 
years since the Armistice. The special services will be at St Mary’s and Christchurch 
on 11 November. At St Mary’s we begin in church at 10.15 a.m. (please note the 
time – it’s the same as last year, but ¼ hour earlier than the usual Sunday service at 
St Mary’s) before moving to the war memorial for 11.00 am The service at Theale 
will begin at 11.00 am.

 We are giving advanced notice again this year because once more we plan to 
add slightly more structure to the element around the memorial at the end of the 
service. Ex-service personnel will form a hollow square together with the uniformed 
youth organisations and, in addition to the normal prayers, laying of wreaths and the 
Kohima Epitaph, we will read out names of those who died in more recent conflicts. 
Blank small wooden crosses will also be available in church, if there is someone in 
particular, not from the Isle of Wedmore, whom you would like to remember. These 
can be laid at the very end of the service, with the IoW named crosses as a means of 
commemorating these personnel if required.

Ex-service personnel are invited to join together in the New Inn in Wedmore 
after the service.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Communion is celebrated most Wednesdays at 9.45 am
Sunday  7 Trinity 19 10.30 am Family Service
Sunday 14 Trinity 20 10.30 am Parish Communion
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday  21 Trinity 21 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   9.00 am Benefice Service at Allerton
   6.00 pm Movement Youth Worship
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Sunday 28  Simon & Jude/  United Service with Wedmore
  Bible Sunday  10.30 am  Methodist

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 7 Trinity 19 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  15 Trinity 20 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  21 Trinity 21 9.00 am Benefice Service at Allerton
Sunday 28 Simon & Jude 6.00 pm Holy Communion and Prayers 

for Bible Sunday and Healing

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 7 Trinity 19 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  14 Trinity 20 11.00 am Christchurch All Together
Sunday  21 Trinity 21 9.00 am Benefice Service at Allerton
Sunday 28 Simon & Jude/ 11.00 am Morning Prayer Bible Sunday

Allerton Church
Sunday 7 Trinity 19/Harvest 9.00 am Harvest Family Service
Sunday  14 Trinity 20 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  21 Dedication Festival  9.00 am Dedication Benefice Service
Sunday 28 Simon & Jude  9.00 am Parish Communion Bible 

Sunday
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am - Morning service. We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones where you can still see, hear and be a part of 
the service. Communion is usually held on the first Sunday of every month.
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee With A View.’ Come 
for coffee/tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. All free of charge. We 
have ample parking and wheelchair access. Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30- 
9.15pm. We run two youth groups BBC1 for school years 6 - 8 and BBC2 for years 
9+. For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@
bagleybaptist.co.uk or go online at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Preachers for October
Sunday 7th October 10.30 am Eric Small
Sunday 14th October 10.30 am Barry Speddings
Sunday 21st October 10.30 am Rev. John Hayward Holy 

Copmmunion
Sunday 28th October 10.30 am United Service with and at St 

Mary›s Church

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30pm
Sunday School:  10.30am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm

Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments
Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.
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Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for 
changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for 
everyone, travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater 
(Wednesdays), Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and 
Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a 
personal taxi service. You get on and off wherever you 
tell us is the most convenient place - usually outside your own house. Travel is free if 
you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare very favourably 
with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. For example, 
the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - 
leaving plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book 
a seat, ring the friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening 
before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 710759
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Crossword 18 Answers
Across: 6.railway station 9.cement 10.airspeed 11.inherent 13.unlock 15.elvish 
17.staves 19.opuses 20.birdlime 22.dividers 24.client 26.reconstruction
Down: 1.free enterprise 2.time 3.swathe 4.stardust 5.atop 7.yeasty 
8.opencast mining 12.eaves 14.level 16.suspense 18.abuser 21.rococo 23.idol 25.iris

Bus Route 67 Wells to Burnham
For intermediate stops from Burnham to Wedmore (Highbridge, East Huntspill and 
Mark) and, Henton to Wells (Wookey Homelea and St Cuthbert’s Avenue) please 
visit www.somerset.gov.uk. The bus departs from the Borough and runs Monday to 
Friday only, there is no service on Bank Holidays.

Departs 

Burnham Tesco 10.45 13.05

Burnham Old Pier 09.22 10.50 13.10

Wedmore 07.42 09.55 11.25 13.45

Henton Post Office 07.52 10.05 11.35 13.55

Wells Coronation Road 08.02 10.15 11.45 14.05

Wells Bus Station 08.09 10.22 11.52 14.12

Wells Blue School 08.17

Wookey Hole 08.24 10.33 13.03 14.23

Departs 
Wookey Hole 09.12 10.35 13.05 13.05 17.30

Wells Blue School 13.45 15.35

Wells Bus Station 09.23 10.46 13.16 13.55 15.43 17.41

Wells Coronation Road 09.30 10.53 13.23 14.05 15.50 17.47

Henton Post Office 09.40 11.04 13.33 14.12 16.00 17.57

Wedmore 10.00 11.25 13.50 16.10 18.07

Burnham Old Pier 10.36 12.01 14.26 14.23

Tesco Burnham 10.41 12.06 14.31
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1  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut 
Green Wedmore Meeting 8.00pm The George

2  - Tues  Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The Swan

5  - Fri  Mr Punch’s Folk Club - feat’ Eddie Maunders 8.00pm Panborough Inn
6 - Sat St Mary’s Fairtrade Coffee shop 9.30 - 12 noon St Mary’s Church
7  - Sun Crookham Baptist Chapel Harvest Festival 6.30pm Crookham Baptist Chapel
8  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
9  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH
10  - Wed Camelot Quilters  10.00am Wedmore VH 

Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club 
Blackford Village Hall Café 2.00 - 4.00pm Blackford VH

13  - Sat  Wedmore in Bloom Work Party  9.30am  The George 
Wedmore Farmers’ Market  9.30 - 1.30pm The Borough Yard

14  - Sun Blackford Holy Trinity Church Breakfast  8.30am Blackford VH
15  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
16  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers  7.30pm The Swan
17  - Wed  Club 50 Trip to Bath 9.15am Cheddar Rd car park 

Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Council Rooms Grant Lane
18  - Thurs Wedmore WI Birthday lunch  
19  - Fri Wedmore Methodist Church Fun Quiz Night 7.00pm Wedmore Methodist Schoolroom 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
20  - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00am Theale VH
21  - Sun Theale Film Club - The Greatest Showman 6.30pm Theale VH
22  - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
23  - Tues  Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club - speaker James Cross  7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The Swan

24 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club 
Camelot Quilters  10.00am Wedmore VH

25  - Thurs IOW Society - talk on HMRC and tax 7.30pm Masonic Hall
26  - Fri Limelight open Mic 8.00pm The Swan
29  - Mon  Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
30  - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

What’s On in the Parish October 2018
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MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane 07977 415799 
    Lisa 07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group  2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Modern Dance  4.00pm Blackford VH + Kaye Morgan Anstee 01278 641194 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa  As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 
Cardiodance 7.30pm Wedmore First School  Kaye Morgan Anstee 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa  As above  
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Lisa Hall 01934 713566 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30-11.30am Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Wedmore & Blackford Toddlers 9.30am Blackford VH + Abbe Smith 01934 710471 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + Bristol Ballet Centre ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above  
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish October 2018
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