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Editorial
After opening the last two Editorials with hearty good wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year respectively with all the excitement that entails, it seems something of an 
anti-climax to simply say ‘welcome to the February Edition Number 470.’ However 
welcome you are nonetheless, and indeed we have a busy month in prospect here in 
our splendid village.

International events return with the Spoof Championship at the New Inn on Friday 
1 February. The Theale Players present ‘Allo ‘Allo for three nights from Thursday 7 
February. The new Sports Pavilion holds an ‘Open Morning’ on Sunday 10, whilst 
Blackford Village Hall stages a welcome ‘Winter Warmer’ on Friday 15. Lastly, please 
support Green Wedmore’s Litter Pick on Sunday 24. Oh, and finally, don’t forget it’s 
Valentine’s Day on Thursday 14!

Full details of these and all the many meetings, coffee mornings, folk music 
concerts, quizzes, walks and other events taking place during February are contained 
in the following pages, plus an array of information and updates regarding the exciting 
spring and summer festivals, which draw ever closer.

Thank you for all who contributed this time. My dog, Barley did a grand job keeping 
my feet warm whilst I have been putting this copy together, a tad parky up here this 
time of year. Happy reading.

Bill Sutton

Deadline for March Edition: 1 February 2019
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Front Cover
At this time of year we can have a lot of grey days, so birds like the robin can add a 
welcome splash of colour. This amazing close-up was taken by one of our younger 
readers, Matthew French.

News
Parish Council business
The Finance Committee met in early December to draw up the budget for the next 
financial year. Additional spending would be needed to fund a new street lamp in 
Mudgley Road, the purchase of a Speed Indicator Device and alterations to the 
Council Rooms, to include upgrading the heating and creation of a disabled access 
and parking space. The budget was agreed by the full Council at its December meeting 
with no increase in the parish precept.

By the time you read this magazine, work should have started on the Cross Farm 
development. Part of the development will be a recreational area for all ages and 
Cllr. Polly Costello has been in discussions with the developer to ensure the play 
equipment will be of good quality. It has been agreed that when the recreation area 
is complete, the management will be handed to the Parish Council so that it will be 
available for all villagers to enjoy.

The Lamplight celebrations this year were favoured with good weather and a 
high attendance. The Parish Council were pleased to make a grant towards the street 
entertainers and to provide Christmas trees to churches and local businesses.

Henry Butt Trophy
Nominations are requested for a worthy recipient of the Henry Butt Trophy which is 
awarded annually to a person or organisation which has made a significant contribution 
to the community during the past year. Last year’s winner was Suzie Wilkinson for 
her charity farm work and also work at St Mary’s church.

Any suggestions should be sent to the Parish Clerk, preferably by e-mail, by 
Friday 15 February. The winner will be announced at the Annual Parish Assembly 
on Wednesday 27 March.
Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

A Note of Thanks
I would like to say a big thank you for the endless good wishes, kind words, prayers and 
many acts of kindness I have received during my recent sudden and very frightening 
illness and subsequent hospital stay. I have been very touched by the number of people 
knocking at my door, passing their good wishes, and thinking about me and my children.

I hope to see you soon as I return to ‘normal’ life, more hopeful that I will be 
wearing my running shoes. Best wishes for a healthy 2019.

Ali Bunt

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Wedmore by Lamplight 2018
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Photos by Stuart Wilson.

International Spoof Competition at The New Inn, Wedmore – Friday 
1 February

At 8pm, prompt. Entrance fee £3; cash prizes. For 
information please call Frank or Debbie on 01934 
712099.

The event will see International Spoofers from 
across the globe converge on The New Inn, Wedmore 
to try to claim Spoof Champion 2019.

Players who have entered so far include:
• Jason Mathias, 2018 Champion, the Barcelona 
Banker
• Gill Kingston, 2017 Champion, the Glastonbury 
Guesser
• Matty Drew, 2016 Champion and renowned 
Birthday Cake Scoffer
• Frank Sparks, 2015 Champion for Shortism
• Stephanie Patch, 2014 Champion of Chilli
• Paul Kingston, the Glastonbury Gambler and 2013 
Champion
• Dave (USA) Palmer 2012 Champion

Jason Mathias, the Barcelona 
Banker, 2018 Champion
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• Greg (suave) Mills, 2011 Champion
• Alice (who the ????) Swain, 2009 Champion
• Ivor (never lost a game) Squire, former Long Hill Champion
• Timmsy, the former Coins and Callus’s Champion
• Roger Hancock, the Blasphemer Champion 1931-2011
• Jim Mathers, the Glasgow Kiss Champion 1902
• David One Dog
• Chris Mckinley the Blackford Backhander
• Jim O’Conner the Mutton Lane Mincer
• Randy Candy, the Brickyard Bonker
• Neil Ellis, the Mudgley Master
• And many more.

Players will play in groups of four, each group will play eight games a round and 
points will be awarded for guessing correctly as follows;

1st = 4 points, 2nd = 3 points, 3rd = 2 points and the last one out = 1 point.
The winner and second will go forward into the next round, whilst the loser will 

stand a drink for the other three players in their group.
Players must not call less than the coins they are holding or call an impossible call.

Charity Quiz Night in Aid of the Samaritans
On Friday 16 November, the quiz night, held in support 
of the Weston-super-Mare and N.Somerset Branch of the 
Samaritans at Wedmore Village Hall, raised the wonderful 
sum of just over £1,750.

The evening was started by Andrew, a local Samaritan who gave a short talk on 
the aims and objectives of the Samaritan movement and, in particular, the work of 
the Weston-super-Mare branch, stressing that it is completely self-supporting relying 
entirely for its existence on fund raising and donations. This being particularly 
important as we embark on signing a new lease which will enable us to expand into 
the ground floor accommodation beneath our existing premises. In so doing we will 
open a charity shop, form new operations and face-to-face meeting rooms, become 
disabled compliant and complete a general upgrade, modernisation and redecoration 
of the entire building. On completion, our thoroughly modernised and expanded 
branch will have cemented its future for many years to come.

The hall was packed to capacity with 26 teams of four all eagerly attempting to 
combine their entire fund of wisdom and general knowledge in the hope of winning 
the first prize. During the interval a splendid gourmet style meal was served and 
the licensed bar did a roaring trade. The results were very close with only 4 points 
separating the first six teams, but in the end the winners by one point were ‘Coming 
from Behind’ just beating ‘Eight ‘til Late’...into second.

The organisers would like to thank all those who participated in the evening for 
their generosity in supporting the quiz and, in addition, the army of helpers, a number 
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of them Samaritans themselves, but many of them just good friends, who gave so 
much of their time and without whose help the event would not have been possible.

Please note, particularly if you are a golfer and reading this report, we hope yet 
again, to be organising and running our third biennial Samaritans charity golf day at 
IOW Golf Club, hopefully in June 2019. So do watch this space for the announcement 
of the date and details in due course.

Holly and David Cole

Living Advent Calendar
Thank you to all who opened windows in their homes throughout advent and to all 
who gathered each night at 6.30 pm. The Living Advent Calendar was a really good 
community event and we certainly hope to repeat it in 2019. Look out for our next 
‘launch’ event in early September.

A few examples of the windows. Photos by Charlie Sweeney
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The 2019 Wedmore Harvest Home Business Directory
The 2019 Directory is now being prepped! If you would like to advertise 
your business with us please get in contact with Sarah Weare (07884 017560).

All adverts will be printed in FULL colour. 1000 directories will be 
printed. These will be given out during July into local businesses and 
on our event day in August. There are four sizes to choose from, with four prices to 
suit all different businesses. (£25, £50, £100 or £200 per advert.) Contact us today!

Wedmore Sports Pavilion – Update
Work on the new sport pavilion project at Wedmore is well under way, the roof was 
completed just before Christmas and internal works are progressing well. As we 
write this article the project is on programme and our aim is to be open for the first 
Saturday of the cricket season.

Additional funding is still being sought to complete the ground floor fit-out and 
the external works, but the majority is in place. We have secured sufficient funding 
to fit the staircase and to board-out the first floor area, as it made practical sense to 
complete this work now, but further works on the first floor function room will resume 
as and when further funds allow.

It has always been our wish to create a building with a fully sustainable future. The 
key element is the inclusion of a 30KW photovoltaic array on the south roof slope of 
the building; these panels are being fitted in early January to enable us to benefit from 
the feed-in tariffs available. We have diverted funds to complete their installation. 
The PV panels will not only generate sufficient energy to power the building, but the 
projected surplus will generate additional income to cover the maintenance of the 
PV array and the building. The cost per panel works out at roughly £250.

We would like to invite any community-minded individuals or businesses to take part 
in our ‘Buy a PV Panel’ scheme. In return for your generous donation, your name will be 
permanently engraved on a commemorative plaque displayed within the new pavilion.
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If you would like to ‘Buy a PV Panel’ then please contact our treasurer Richard 
Banwell via e-mail at richard@banwell.org.uk or on 01278 641109.

If anyone would like to have a look around the building under construction we 
are holding an open morning on Sunday 10 February from 10.00am – 12.00am, all 
visitors will be very welcome.

Thank you
Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee

Wedmore Community Bus
We are looking for a few volunteers to come forward to drive the bus and / or act 
as controllers for the four set destinations we travel to each week. The work is not 
arduous and provides a valuable service to everyone in the Parish, especially to those 
who can no longer drive or feel safe to do so. If you can give up some time in support, 
please contact Mike Brewer on 07794 781975

Wedmore Arts Festival 2019 – Bigger and Better
The 2018 Arts Festival was a grand event but this year is shaping 
up to be even bigger and better. Since our last announcement 
in November’s issue of the Wedmore News we have signed 
up a whole raft of new talent! You already know about Henry 
Blofeld, Poppy McGhee, the Somerset Choral Society and the 
one-woman wonder Liz Grand with her Agatha Christie mystery. In addition to those 
gems we can also now reveal the One Show naturalist Mike Dilger, 60s sweetheart 
the amazing Anita Harris, classical guitarist James Rippingdale and the swinging 
sound of the Dave Hankin Big Band. We are also welcoming back Cathedral organist 
Jeremy Cole and are hoping for an evening’s entertainment from a smouldering ol’ 
blue-eyed songster known as ‘Frank Sinatra!’

There are still more treats to come once we’ve finalised a few last details but at 
time of going to press we can already guarantee that some big names with equally 
fascinating topics will be featured at our popular lunchtime slots at The Swan. And 

mailto:richard@banwell.org.uk
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plans are under way for a unique new event – A Literary Evening with Wedmore 
Writers.

The final programme will be revealed in the next few weeks and you can rest 
assured that it will provide the Festival’s familiar mix of art, drama, music, literature, 
poetry and comedy.

Keep an eye on our website for more details - wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk -
and make a note of the dates: 10 – 18 May 2019.

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
Forthcoming dates are:  4 and 25 February

   11 and 25 March
Stella Moore, 

Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282

The Farming Community Network (FCN)
It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN Helpline; 03000 
111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
By the time you read this, the Examiner appointed to consider 
the Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan will be in the process of 
reviewing the Plan. At present, we do not know whether she 
will wish to have any public hearing session or will deal with 
matters via written representations.

It is hoped that the Examiner will report back in late February or early March 
2019 with any suggested changes to the Plan.

All being well, we still aim to hold the Referendum on 2 May 2019.
Bob Sellwood 

Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Group

The Clash of the Choirs 2019 – ‘The Return!’
On Saturday 30 March. Much missed last year, but back for the sixth 
instalment: 200 singers and a packed house at St Mary›s.

Tickets go on sale in early March at The Wedmore Village Store (Paper 
Shop). Put a note in your diaries now as the tickets always sell out fast

A usual each choir gets 10 minutes of glory but then has to face the 
famous ‘Clapometer’ activated completely arbitrarily by your frenzied 
applause.

This year’s singers include:
• Wedmore 1st School Academy Singers and Ukulele Band
• Blackford Singers
• Hugh Sexey’s Singers
• Glastonbury Male Voice Choir
• Cheddar 1st School Choir
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• Axbridge Singers
• The Bluebelles
• Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society
• An as yet unnamed quartet
• Street Men
• Cheddar Valley Adult Voices

For information contact David Hopkins; 01934 710149 or dahopkins@aol.com

Reach Out and Dance Wedmore Dance Classes
Wedmore Over 50s Dance Group meets in Wedmore Village Hall from 10.30 am to 
12.00 noon every Thursday (term time only). The cost is £5 or £3 for concessions, 
paid per session and the aim is to get fit, dance, meet new people and have fun. The 
sessions are very varied and are a mixture of dances from around the world and 
contemporary dances. They are suitable for all abilities.

No special expertise or clothing is required. Contact Pat Taylor on 01934 713430 
(email davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com) for more details or just turn up on the day.

Adopt a Grave!
I am pleased to report that response has been marvellous. Thank you to everyone 
who has come forward, but we still have room for a few more adopters.

David Hopkins 
01934 710149, dahopkins@aol.com

South West Coast Path Walk to Raise Money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support
Vi Howley, a member of Mendip Ramblers/West Mendip 
Walkers, is walking the last section of the SWCP from Torcross 
to South Haven, a distance of 164.5 miles, in April / May this 
year to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.

This will be the fourth year Vi has walked the coastal path, and she has so far 
raised £14,000. West Mendip Walkers intend to show their support by joining her on 
a 14.4 mile linear walk Thursday 2 May from Babbacombe to Exmouth.

Vi would welcome support in person, as well as financially, on the coastal path for 
some, if not all, of the two weeks it will take her to complete the walk. It is ambitious 
and some sections are severe and strenuous, but there are compensations as the views 
are often stunning and the walking is rewarding and, at the same time, you will be 
raising funds for a very worthwhile cause. Make a note of the dates, and let’s make 
the fourth and last section of the South West Coastal Path a resounding success in 
terms of funds raised for Macmillan Cancer Support, and numbers of walkers joining 
Vi on the journey.

The fourth and last section of the SWCP - Torcross to South Haven - is 164.5 miles. 
The shortest day will be 7.1 miles and the longest, 14.4 miles. Some days are suitable 
for half-day participation but you are very welcome to join in for whole days or maybe 
more. It will cost you £25 (or you could get yourself some sponsors).

mailto:dahopkins@aol.com
mailto:davidandpattaylor@btinternet.com
mailto:dahopkins@aol.com
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Alternatively, you can just do a few miles and join us for coffee / lunch. Please put 
these dates in your diary: Monday 29 April - Sunday 12 May 2019.

To register an interest please contact: vihowley@me.comorcall07711662993
Tony Strange

Fingerpost Appeal
It is with pleasure and some relief that we can announce the closure of the Wedmore 
Fingerpost Appeal. Whilst two fingerposts are still under renovation, completion is 
within weeks. There still remains two fingerposts to be restored... both are listed and 
under the control of South West Heritage in Taunton. Needless to say we are pressing 
them hard to get them put back into good condition. The fingerposts concerned are 
West End / Plud Street junction and Sand Road top junction.

We are extremely grateful for all the financial support that has been provided by 
the village and wish to thank again all those good folk who have made a contribution.

Thank you.
David Ewens

IT for the Terrified
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?!

IT for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of 
two hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and 
friendly way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most 
subjects and fully understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to 
the newcomer. We can cover android phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, 
Windows and Macs.

Our opening hours are flexible, because we have different volunteers with different 
skills on different levels on different days, but we will arrange an appointment to suit 
both parties as quickly as we can.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an 
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, 
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and cost £10 for a 
two-hour session, but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any 
other requirements.

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a standard answer phone – please 

leave a message)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk

itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF 

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600

http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
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A Day in the Life
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

 Focus on Businesses
Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Theft in Theale Churchyard
To the person who stole wreaths from my family graves in Theale 
churchyard around 13 December – I hope your conscience granted you 
a Happy Christmas.

Name and address witheld

Kilimanjaro Challenge
Hi – I need your money!

Well, not me personally, but the four charities that I am raising money for:
1. Above and Beyond (for the Bristol Heart Institute)
2. CLIC Sargent (for CLIC House Bristol)
3. Young Minds
4. Compassion UK

Who am I? Nobody important, but it is my 70th birthday next May and, to celebrate 
that milestone, I wanted to give something back to those less fortunate and who maybe 
don’t get to reach that age. So I am taking on the ‘Kilimanjaro Challenge,’ that is, 
attempting to climb Mt Kilimanjaro on an organised trek over seven days.

When is it? In June 2019. I will be self-funded, so all the money will go to the 
charities. You can choose which charity you would like to support by following the 
information below. I would appreciate any contribution.

1. Above and Beyond; Go to Virgin Money Giving, then ‘Sponsor a Fundraiser’, 
then enter my full name, Arthur John Harding, then search.

mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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2. CLIC Sargent; Go to BT MyDonate, then ‘Sponsor a fundraiser’, 
then enter my full name, then search.
3. Young Minds - As for 2.
4. Compassion UK – Go to Compassion Challenge, enter my full name.

For those of you who don’t know me, I am very much a local man, brought up on 
my dad and mum’s small dairy farm, Highfield Farm. After leaving Sexey’s school at 
15, I spent the first seven years on the farm, then went into the building trade, working 
for Dennis Fear developing Springfield Drive. I then became a postman in Wedmore 
before moving to the Crown Post Office in Weston for 20 years.

If you are able to, please support these wonderful charities and the amazing work 
that they do.

Thank you.
John Harding

Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2019
The first draw will take place in January.

Wedmore Opera Goers Society Outings
Saturday 16 February - Masked Ball by WNO at Cardiff, tickets £55

Thursday 2 May - As you like it in Stratford, tickets from £33
Thursday 20 June - Hobsons choice [Ballet] at Birmingham Hippodrome, tickets 

£55
Saturday 22 June - Matthew Bourne’s Romeo and Juliet in Cardiff, tickets £55 (a 

completely different take on the story as usual by him).
Tickets are available from on 712515 and the cost will include the coach.

Thank You from The Children’s Society
Over the past 12 months the Wedmore Civil Parish has raised 
approximately £2,100. This is well up on last year’s total and the 
first time the Civil Parish has exceeded £2,000.

Boxes and donations   £1224.58
Christingle at St Mary’s   £521.10
Sale of Christmas cards (estimated) £356.00

In addition, there will be a further cheque going to The Children’s Society from 
Christ Church, Theale following their Christingle Service.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously over the past year.
Sue Burton 

Hon. Local Secretary, The Children’s Society
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RNLI – News and Local Rescues in December
There were only two local launches in December, both at 
Portishead but one of these was on Christmas morning. Jake 
Scott, one of the Portishead helmsmen, was recently awarded 
a Long Service Award for 20 years service to the RNLI at 
Portishead and previously Weston-Super-Mare.

Wedmore Gardening Club
My first writing in 2019 for the Wedmore News - my goodness is it 2019 already!! By 
the time you read this we’ll all be well and truly back in the swing of ‘normal’ life.

Our meeting on Tuesday 26 February will be a talk with slides by David Burgess 
from Wells on ‘Spirit of a Japanese Garden’. This is a subject I must confess I know 
very little about, but I’m sure it’ll be an extremely informative evening. Talks begin 
at 7.30pm in the Masonic Hall followed by tea/coffee and biscuits. Members, old and 
new, please come along for an interesting and sociable evening. Guests, as usual, are 
always welcome.

On Tuesday 26 March Don Everitt will be giving a talk on ‘Lilies and Summer 
Flowering Bulbs’.

Jean Windridge

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for February
Our 2019 Spring Revue – ‘Dame Edna’s Big Night Out’
By popular demand, we shall be welcoming back one of our most 
enduring favourites – Dame Edna Everage – who, while compering 
this comic revue, will be giving Wedmore her take on Britain and 
Europe. Accompanying her inimitable Aussie perspective on this 
‘special relationship’ will be a dazzling array of comedy sketches, song and dance 
routines and possibly the occasional satirical take on Brexit. And, of course, there will 
be a special guest appearance by the Australian cultural attaché – Sir Les Patterson.

This show – strictly for adults only - will play in Wedmore Village Hall over three 
nights – 28, 29 and 30 March at 7.30 pm. All members of the community are welcome 
to join in, whether seasoned performers or complete beginners who would just like 
to have a go for the fun of it. For more information, or to participate, e-mail either 
of the show’s producers: sue@holdenhurst.co.uk or pam@pamholmes.com

The Hall will be arranged cabaret-style, with tables and chairs, and there will be 
a licensed bar every night. On Friday and Saturday evenings, tickets will include a 
delicious light supper to add to the communal enjoyment. For those wishing to arrange 
a party of friends, it will be possible to reserve a table for eight people.

Priority Booking tickets exclusively for Subscribers are on sale now, available from 
the Wedmore Theatre Box Office on 01934 743953, or online at wedmoretheatre.com. 
You can sign up as a Subscriber on our website, and so obtain the benefit of Priority 
Booking straightaway. It is completely free to subscribe.

mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
mailto:pam@pamholmes.com
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
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General booking opens on 23 February, available from both of the above two 
sources, and also from Wedmore Village Store, so all Subscribers have a three week 
priority period before this.

(Warning: the combination of Dame Edna and gags about Europe and the 
Europeans means much of the content risks being politically incorrect. Not for the 
faint-hearted, or those with a selective sense of humour!)

Call for a new Wardrobe Mistress for Wedmore Theatre
Our esteemed Wardrobe Mistress of 21 years, Sue Burton, will shortly be packing away 
her needles and threads, and hanging up her thimbles for good. We are incredibly 
grateful for the wonderful job she has done and the amazing costumes she has created 
for the many memorable productions she has worked on over that period.

Sue says: ‘Of course, I am happy to mentor my successor, introducing him/her to 
the various costume hiring companies, sources of fabrics and, of course, our existing 
well-stocked costume store.’

So, if you fancy the creative fun of costume design as part of a community team, 
and would like to find out more about what would be involved, please e-mail our 
Chair, Andrea Brenner, at chair@wedmoretheatre.com

Wedmore Theatre

Dame Edna’s Big Night Out – Producers’ Blog
Of course, it’s always a high risk enterprise to involve Dame Edna in 
a show. She’s inclined to take over, even if her job is just to introduce 
the other acts; and she can get very huffy about the inclusion of Sir 
Les Patterson, the Australian cultural attaché, in the line-up.

They are sworn enemies. She complains bitterly about his 
coarseness, and he derides her as a stuck-up baggage. Fortunately, 
these two warring prima donnas are kept apart in an uneasy peace during rehearsals 
by their long-suffering mutual manager, Alan Philps.

Then there’s the problem of their tendency to political incorrectness. They can’t 
really help it, poor dears, both being Aussies. And, of course, neither of them is of 
the millennial generation, so they have little understanding of the pitfalls of identity 
politics. Nevertheless, it has been essential repeatedly to remind them that European 
nations – especially the French and Germans, and even the British – do represent 
‘victim minorities’ like any other.

Fortunately, the various sketches, monologues, dialogues and song-and-dance 
routines included in this comedy revue are directed and performed by a great variety 
of local talent, so the audiences can enjoy much respite from the contributions of the 
domineering Edna and the cringe-making Sir Les.

If you think you could bear to be involved with these two dubious characters, 
there’s still time to join the backstage team. We can never have too many helpers with 
bar, front of house, and many other vital backstage tasks during performance week. 
Everyone is welcome. If you’d like join in, even if you have absolutely no previous 
experience, please contact either of the show’s producers: sue@holdenhurst.co.uk 
or pam@pamholmes.com

Sue Rippon and Pam Duke

mailto:chair@wedmoretheatre.com
mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
mailto:pam@pamholmes.com
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’Allo ’Allo! – Theale Players present ‘Cabaret @ Cafe René’, 7 – 9 
February, Theale Village Hall
Psst! Michelle of the Resistance ’ere. Listen very carefully... 
I shall say zis only once.

René will be opening ’is pop-up café for three nights only in 
February. ’e has planned a wonderful cabaret evening to keep the 
Germans occupied while ’e tries to sort out all ze problems in ’is life.

’e is still ’iding 
the two airmen, 
and the painting 
o f  the  Fa l l en 
Madonna with 
the ….well, you 
know.  ’ e  a l so 
continues to ’ide 
’ i s  pass ionate 
affair with Yvette 
f rom his  wi fe 
Edith.  At  any 
moment ’e may 
be shot – by the 
Germans ,  the 
Resistance, or 
Edith!

’e is a brave 
man who needs all ze ’elp ’e can get! So please come and support ’im.

You will need a ticket from Monsieur David Bodley on 01934 712758. Zay are 
priced at 70 francs each (£7) and you will need to bring your identification papers 
with you for inspection by the Gestapo.

Rene’s bar will be open at 7.30pm and ze entertainment will begin at 8pm. (always 
assuming ’e is not arrested before zen!). Light snacks will be available to purchase 
on ze night.

Now I must disappear – like a Phantom in ze Night!

Green Wedmore News and Updates
Next Meeting
This will take place on Monday 4 February in The George, 
commencing at 7:30pm. All are welcome to attend. Guest speaker for 
the evening will be from Drive-Green a local dealership specialising in used electric 
vehicles. If you’re considering an electric car or have any questions, come along and 
ask the expert!

Great British Spring Clean / Wedmore Litter Pick
As part of the Great British Spring Clean, locals are invited to join in the litter pick 
on Sunday 24 February 10am-1pm. Please meet at Borough House, The Borough. 
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All ages welcome, please join us to help keep our local environment tidy, prevent 
pollution to our waters and remove materials hazardous to wildlife. Items collected 
are recycled where possible. You do not need to be a member of the Green Wedmore 
Group to join in - the more the merrier! Equipment and hi-vis vests are provided, 
please wear suitable weather gear, sturdy footwear and gloves.

Solar Power at Hugh Sexey School
New PV panels have been installed at Hugh Sexey’s, with thanks to Avalon Community 
Energy Co-operative. This now means that all schools within the parish of Wedmore 
have solar power which is fantastic news.

Wedmore WI
Jill welcomed members to our last meeting of 2018. We have decided not 
to give Christmas cards to each other but to give to a charity. We have 
decided to support the ‘Not Forgotten Association,’ which was highlighted 
at the County AGM.

Jane and Margaret T attended the Shipham WI party and had an 
enjoyable evening. We were reminded to check our WI Life magazine to 
choose our preferred Resolution to be put to the National AGM next June.
Hazel has sent a photo off to the County office for the 2020 calendar. We were 
reminded to bring our annual subscriptions to the January meeting.

Our evening speaker was Michael Malaghan, a local author. He regaled us with 
animal anecdotes from his past. He grew up in Leicester but moved to Skegness 
where he worked as a printer in a photographic office. He later became a journalist 
working for a local newspaper. He also wrote fiction for several magazines and then 
scripts for television programmes. He has been an observer of animal behaviour all 
his life and told us several amusing stories. Michael currently lives in Theale where 
he has been having trouble with the local jackdaws getting in his chimney. He tried 
to scare them off with a plastic eagle on the roof but only found that it attracted an 
amorous buzzard and a kestrel. Hazel gave a vote of thanks.

The evening ended with mince pies and mulled wine. Our next meeting will be 
on Thursday 21 February at 7.30 pm in the Masonic Hall when our speaker will be 
Ann-Marie Wilkinson who will tell us about some ‘Wells Characters.’ The competition 
is a photograph of Wells.

Diana Rocky
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West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 7 February
Moderate circular walk 9mi from Wookey Hole. OS Map Ex141 
ST475532. Start 10.00 am. Park roadside near Wookey Hole 
CP. Contact Carol Jackson Tel: 01934 733568/07979 354530 or 
caj7599@gmail.com

Thursday 14 February
Moderate circular walk 6mi from Compton Martin. OS Map Ex141 ST542571. Start 
12.30 pm. Park Ring O’Bells. Contact Carole or Su Tel: 07980 051439/07817 127904 
or cajlewis@btinternet.com/ supinnegar@btinternet.com

Thursday 21 February
Moderate circular walk 10mi from Pitney. OS Map Ex129 ST444290. Start 10.00 am. 
Park at Glebe Farm. Contact Stewart Crocker Tel: 01749 572924/07767 776685 or 
stewartcrocker1@outlook.com

Thursday 28 February
Moderate circular walk 6mi from Saltford. OS Map Ex155 ST687673. Start 12.30 
pm. Park Bird in the Hand. Contact Andrew Smallbone Tel: 07581 568805 or 
andrewsmallbone@hotmail.com

Interested in Beekeeping?
Wedmore and Cheddar Beekeepers will be holding a 7-week beginners’ course in 
beekeeping starting on Friday 22 February 2019 (7.30pm – 9.30pm). Cost will be £20. 
Venue: Cross Memorial Hall, Webbington Rd, Cross, BS26 2EL. If you are interested 
in joining then please contact Jonathan Friend

Tel. 01934712971 or email jpdfriend@gmail.com

Rotary Clubs Adopt a Ugandan Village
The Rotary Clubs of Mendip, Bridgwater, Weston-super-Mare and 
the District 1200 E-Club have combined to adopt the village of 
Nwademuttwe, Uganda in an exciting US$70,000 project.

‘Adoption’ involves improving the basic needs of a village through 
three primary means – water; education and medical.

The project will provide a source of clean drinking water, training the community 
in the importance of good sanitary habits, restoring a dilapidated school and improving 
the quality of basic education through training teachers in the use of a library and 
computer room which will also be provided, equipping a community health centre 
and training medical staff. Finally, in improving agricultural practices, establishing 
additional income generation activity through offering micro-loans.

The project will last three years, after which it is expected that the activities will 
be self-sustaining and will have improved the quality of life in this rural community 
which is about 30 kilometres from Kampala.

The first medical clinic was staffed by four general doctors, one nurse, two 
ophthalmic clinical officers, two public health dental officers, five clinical officers for 

mailto:caj7599@gmail.com
mailto:cajlewis@btinternet.com
mailto:supinnegar@btinternet.com
mailto:stewartcrocker1@outlook.com
mailto:andrewsmallbone@hotmail.com
mailto:jpdfriend@gmail.com
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safe male circumcision; three councillors, three laboratory technicians; two midwives 
for cancer cervix screening; eight members of the Rotaract Club of the International 
Health Sciences University, and five members of the Rotaract Club of YMCA, 
Wandegeya.

It attracted 372 people, with 40 people attending the cancer cervical screening; 68 
attending the eye clinic; 14 attending the safe male circumcision clinic; 39 attending 
the dental clinic; and among those 85 had to attend the laboratory.

The renovation of the classroom block, which will have a library/computer room, 
has started. The old roof has been taken off, and a new one is going to be fixed, and 
the walls re-plastered.
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Members of the local 
UK Rotary Clubs will 
visit the project to offer 
advice, assistance and 
support to the Rotary 
Club of Kampala Sunrise.

This project has been 
made possible through 
a Rotary Foundation 
Grant which multiplied 
the funds raised by the 
local clubs together 
with the Rotary Clubs 
of Kampala Sunrise, 
Uganda and Cochin City 
in Kerala, India; so it 
is a truly international 
initiative.

Weather Report for December 2018
RAINFALL

 Monthly total 97.6mm (3.84ins)
 30-year average 79.1mm (3.11ins)
 Wettest day (18th) 18.0mm (0.71ins)
 No of dry days  15
 Last 3 months (Oct - Dec) 230mm (9.06ins)
 Year ending 31 Dec 18  745mm (29.33ins)
 30-year annual average 803mm (31.60ins)

TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (3rd) 13 °C (55.4 °F)
 Minimum (4th) -2 °C (28.4 °F)
 Number of air frosts 3
 Monthly average maximum  9.7 °C (49.5 °F)
 30-year average maximum  8.1 °C (46.6 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  4.9 °C (40.8 °F)

 30-year average minimum 2.6 °C (36.7 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall well above average until last week, when everything was dominated by 
persistent high pressure.

Denley Brown
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Vera’s Verse for February
The Value of a Friend

A friend in need
Is a friend indeed

And we all know this is true.
When do you phone?
When you live alone

And you think you’ve got the flu
Who has a listening ear?
And will wipe away a tear

When you are feeling blue.
Who is the one?

To join in some fun
After your working day is through.

A friend with a brain
Will come to explain

When you haven’t got a clue.
Friendship isn’t one sided

Make sure you have provided
Help when they need your help too.

Vera Banwell

Forthcoming Events
International Spoof Competition at The New Inn, Wedmore – Friday 
1 February
At 8 pm, prompt. Entrance fee £3; cash prizes. For information please call Frank or 
Debbie on 01934 712099.

Wedmore in Bloom AGM and Social Evening – on Friday 1 February
At the Masonic Hall, the evening starts at 6.45pm with a short AGM, followed by a 
glass of wine, cottage pie and dessert. The ‘Strike a Chord’ choir will be singing, and 
it is sure to be an enjoyable evening. Tickets cost £10 each and please contact either 
Margaret Kitson (712107) or Jackie Hall (712877) by Saturday 26 January, if you 
would like to attend.

St Mary’s Fairtrade Coffee Shop – Saturday 2 February
9.30am to 12 noon. All the usual stalls, Fair Trade Coffee shop.
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Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 4 February
At the George. New members are always welcome. Our Guest speaker for the evening 
will be from Drive-Green a local dealership specialising in used electric vehicles.

Theale Players - Cabaret @ Café Rene – 7, 8 and 9 February
At Theale Village Hall.Ticket availability and more information on www.theale.ws

Mr Punch’s folk club at The Panborough – Friday 8 February
At 8pm Open Mic. Singers, musicians and poets welcome.

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 9 February
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30 am, all welcome.

Wedmore Sports Pavilion Open Morning – Sunday 10 February
From 10.00am – 12.00am, all visitors will be welcome.

Blackford Harvest Home Winter Warmer – Friday 15 February
7.30pm at Blackford Village hall. Tickets are £12.50, call Maureen on 01934 712087 
to get your tickets.

Wedmore Twinning Quiz Night – Saturday 16 February
At the Masonic Hall from 7.30pm. Ticket price £8 to include a light supper. Everyone 
welcome. For tickets please call Nickey Hann on 07801 847064.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 17 February
6.30 for 7pm ‘Finding your feet’ a romantic comedy starring Timothy Spall,
Imelda Staunton and Celia Imrie. New or temporary membership available.

Wedmore WI –Thursday 21 February
In the Masonic Hall 7.30pm. Ann-Marie Wilkinson ‘Characters of Wells’, all welcome

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at The Panborough – Friday 22 February
Special Guest Night - Si Baron. 8pm, tickets on the door £5 cash only or tel 01749 670212

Green Wedmore Litter Pick – Sunday 24 February
10am - 1pm. Please meet at Borough House, the Borough, all ages welcome. Items 
collected are recycled where possible. Equipment / hi-vis vests provided, please wear 
suitable weather gear, sturdy footwear and gloves.

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 26 February
David Burgess from Wells will be giving a talk and slide show on ‘Spirit of a 
Japanese Garden’. Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and start at 7.30pm.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 February
The February monthly meeting will take place in the Wedmore 
Masonic Hall, at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Kylie Gallagher and 
her talk will be titled ‘Children’s Hospice South West.’ Members free. 
Visitors £3, with free tea/coffee and biscuits afterwards. Contact: Ian 
Tomes, 01934 710390

http://www.theale.ws/
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World Day of Prayer Service – Friday 1 March
This year it is the turn of Wedmore Methodist Church to host the service for the 
Wedmore Group of Churches on Friday 1 March at 7.00 pm.

The interdenominal service, prepared this year by the women of Slovenia and 
entitled ‘Come – Everything is Ready’ is open to all and everyone will find a warm 
welcome.

Wedmore Methodist ladies have kindly invited all who attend to share refreshments 
after the service in the schoolroom.

Wedmore Theatre ‘Dame Ednas’s Big Night Out – 
Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 March
At Wedmore Village Hall.

Clash of the Choirs – Saturday 30 March
At St Mary’s Church.

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Wellbeing ‘Drop In’ Support Café – Mondays
Youth support staff and ‘one-2-one’ counselling advisers, for people aged 13 –18. 
Mondays 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm. Methodist Hall, Cliff Street Cheddar BS27 3PL. Free 
pizza. www.SRYP.org.uk. Inspiring involvement, creating opportunities.

Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces are limited so book your free place before the rush!

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon come and chat with 
us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search on 
line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library – 1st and 3rd Fridays
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft 
and Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.00 pm on the first and third Fridays of 
each month.

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as you 
wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.

For more details contact Cheddar Library.

http://www.SRYP.org.uk
mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
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Mark WI Meeting – Thursday 7 February
Church Hall, Vicarage Lane, Mark TA9 4NN at 7.30pm.

Helen Kearney talks to us about the ‘Medicinal Health Farm’ followed 
by tea, coffee and cake. Our friendly group welcomes new members and 
guests of all ages. Non-members’ entry £5 on the door.

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society Talk – Wednesday 
20 February
Paul Barnett will be giving a talk entitled ‘Disaster Waiting: The Construction, 
Operation and Destruction of the Severn Railway Bridge’.

Paul is a maritime historian and a frequent contributor to the BBC 
with recent interviews on both Radio 4 and Countryfile.

Venue: Cross Memorial Hall BS26 2EL Time: 7.30pm. Non-
members are welcome but a £3 donation is requested Full details of 
this and the full programme are on the website www.aalhs.co.uk

Spring Crafts for Children at Cheddar Library – Friday 22 February
Make a variety of items at this special family craft session on Friday 22 February, at 
2.30 pm. (Please book in children at the library in advance. 50p charge for materials.)

 It is organised by the Sewing and Craft Group at Cheddar Library, whose sessions 
for adults in February are: ‘Bring Your Own Craft and Chat’ on 1 February and ‘An 
Introduction to Smocking’ on 15 February, both starting at 2.00 pm.

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as you 
wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.

For more details contact Cheddar Library.

Cheddar Vale Lions First Jumble Sale of the Year – Saturday 23 
February
2pm at Cheddar Village Hall, entrance fee 20p per person. Jumble 
accepted from 12 noon. For items that may need to be collected, please 
call 0845 833 7402 or email information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk. All 
proceeds to the Lions work in the community.

Tom and Ben , The Music Men – Saturday 23 February
Top Piano / Violin Jazz. 8pm at Cossington Village Hall, TA7 8JN.

Reserved seats £10 from 01278 451187 or rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.net
Supporting Bridgwater Hospital League of Friends.

RNLI Winscombe Folk Concert: Return of Reg Meuross – Saturday 
23 February
At St James’ Hall, Winscombe 8.00pm (doors open at 7.15pm). We are thrilled to 
welcome back Somerset born singer-songwriter-storyteller Reg Meuross.

Cash bar, tickets priced £13 from James Barratini at 
winscombe.folk@gmail.com or telephone 07703 538861. All 
proceeds will go to the RNLI Winscombe & District Branch.

http://www.aalhs.co.uk
mailto:information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk
mailto:rogercollett.sounds@talktalk.net


26 February 2019

The Crossword: Number 22
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 A rightly bred boy became a cheat (8,7)
9 Of fifteen he is neither forward nor back (5,4)
10 Expatriate cashier (5)
11 Broadcasting zero rain (2,3)
12 Lilac tees are used on this course in heaven  (9)
13 Smallest 19-year-old! (8)
14 Chelsea doggerel about the “Ancient Mariner” (3,3)
16 Bad smell planets in charge of the crew (6)
18 Could describe a book or potato (8)
22 Horse and cart transforms a collection of musical 

instruments (9)
23 Gifting without end of debt (5)
24 Repeatedly visit hospital with mother’s sister (5)
25 Crude road transport (3,6)
26 Creditable moral movement uncovered a party member 

(7,8)

DOWN:

1 Lady’s wrong to disfigure (7)
2 What length? For example, a beer wagon heading north (7)
3 Are home ministers endlessly conniving to keep us in 

hot water? (9,6)
4 Madman’s top action (8)
5 Top up when umpire is sick (6)
6 Greengrocer takes a bottom fee to arrange his fruit (9,6)
7 Cleared sounds like a parliamentarian drawn (7)
8 I hear you’ll keep a record of Christmas fare (4,3)
15 Masses provided by alliance (8)
16 Sister’s sibling changes side in place of ill repute (7)
17 Cucumbers can cave in without the queen (7)
19 Black stuff in the middle of mostly their bronze (7)
20 Pekingese communist takes it easy on a horse (7)
21 Bread on the street of an easy walk (6)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre – Spring Season
On Tuesday 26 February Rupert Everett stars in The Happy Prince, which follows 
the last days of Oscar Wilde and is regarded as a personal triumph for the actor who 
not only stars in but also wrote and directed the film.

The season concludes on Thursday 21 March with the critically acclaimed The 
Children Act starring Emma Thompson as a judge faced with an overwhelming 
ethical dilemma.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts.
For queries and help, email. cheddararts@gmail.com. Payment for the booking 

system is by credit/debit card only and cash will only be accepted for tickets sold on 
the door.

Copies of the programme are available in local shops, the leisure centre and on 
the organisation’s website – www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between the Kings of Wessex 
School and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio 
theatre.For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Salmon Kedgeree
This recipe will make a welcome change after all the poultry some of us have consumed 
over the Christmas period. It can be served as supper, or a weekend breakfast or 
brunch. Quick to prepare, it serves four.

Ingredients
2 tbsp sunflower oil
1 leek, thinly sliced (OR 3 or 4 shallots)
Small green chilli, deseeded and finely chopped
1 tsp of garam masala
 6oz white basmati rice
1- 1/2 pint vegetable stock
12oz skinless, boneless salmon fillet
8oz frozen peas
1tbsp chopped fresh parsley or chives
4 hard-boiled eggs, peeled and quartered

Method
1. Heat the sunflower oil in a non-stick saucepan, add leek and green chilli and 

simmer for 10 minutes until softened, stirring occasionally. Add garam masala 
and rice and stir gently for one minute; add the vegetable stock, bring to the 
boil, reduce heat, and simmer until rice is almost cooked and most of the stock 
is absorbed, stirring a couple of times.

http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
mailto:cheddararts@gmail.com
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
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2. Meanwhile, place the salmon in a small non-stick frying pan, cover with cold 
water and a lid and poach salmon for 7-8 minutes until the flesh is opaque and 
flakes easily. Drain, flake the salmon and keep hot.

3. Stir the peas into the rice mixture, cover and simmer for 4-5 minutes until 
peas are cooked.

4. Fold salmon and parsley into rice mixture and season with ground black pepper. 
Top with hard boiled eggs and serve.

5. Serve with a green salad for lunch or supper.

Sue Gudgeon

The Garden in February
Well, I don’t know where the last month went, it seems to be only 
a week or so ago that I was struggling to compile my quiz. I have 
no way of knowing whether it was too hard or too easy, my nearest 
and dearest incline to the former, but I hope you enjoyed it.

I am writing this on 2 January and we have just undergone a spell of very benign 
weather over the holiday period. Last night, however, the temperature did go down 
below 0°C and the forecast is for even lower tonight, but there are still geraniums (zonal 
pelargoniums) and fuchsias undamaged outside, so we have been lucky up to now.

When he was fairly new to the job, our Editor said that writing a month or so in 
advance of publication is not always easy. This is particularly applicable to gardening 
topics, because the variability of our weather makes it hard to tailor what is being 
written to the particular season we are experiencing. When I was growing up, not so 
far from here in Bristol, the worst of our winter weather usually came in the first half 
of February (until 1962/63 anyway, when it arrived on Boxing Day and stayed until 
Easter); I am no meteorologist but I assume that is because we have spent a long 
time cooling down since the last summer and as yet, the sun is too low in the sky to 
warm things up very much.

This season looks ‘early’ at the time of writing. I have snowdrops, hellebores and 
even a self-sown wild primrose or two in flower.

If we do have some cold and frosty weather, it can be used to our advantage when 
preparing seedbeds for early crops. Those of you who, like me, have heavy silty clay 
Axe Valley soil, need to get digging done in the autumn, so that the freezing and 
thawing effects of cold weather break down the sticky soil into a fine tilth which is 
easily turned into a seedbed by light cultivation, or even just raking. Try not to dig 
ground when it is frozen, because you will bury an icy layer which will then take a long 
time to thaw and will keep the temperature of your seedbed down.

You will probably have some idea by now of what you intend to sow this spring; if 
you have looked at seed catalogues during the mid-winter period you may have found 
a table of sowing times or you may have found something similar on the internet. 
Remember that such tables are only a guide and usually refer to the whole of the 
country. Don’t be afraid to experiment and adjust the advice to local seasonal conditions.
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Should you be growing potatoes, a good idea if you want to try less common 
varieties, the ‘seed,’ particularly first-early varieties, should be set out on egg trays or 
something similar in a well-lit place, frost-free, to sprout or ‘chit’; this will get them 
off the mark a little quicker when they are planted. If you are growing less well-known 
varieties, check on their disease resistance (or susceptibilities). Potato blight has been 
a particular problem in recent years and there is little you can do to prevent it if the 
weather conditions are suitable for its spread. It also affects tomatoes. Resistant 
varieties of both species are available, but this may not last, as fungal diseases mutate 
very rapidly and varieties may soon lose their resistance (as usually happens with 
black-spot resistant rose varieties).

Raspberries are one of the fruits that will give you a crop soon after planting. This is 
the time to plant new canes. It is best to buy new canes from a garden centre, they should 
then have been grown in virus-free conditions. Don’t get canes from your neighbour, 
they will more than likely be infected (viruses are spread by aphids, which are like little 
flying hypodermic syringes, they suck infected material from ones plant and inject it into 
the next one they feed on (in the same way that mosquitoes spread malaria).

Try varieties that fruit in summer or autumn, as the fruit is less likely to be stolen 
by birds. Apple and pear trees should be pruned by bud-burst (the end of February).

Towards the end of the month, you should be able to sow some early vegetable seeds 
under glass or cloches, but bear in mind that they may ‘bolt’ if frosted as seedlings.

Soon we’ll be into March, when everything will really get moving.
Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
I have known the 13th chapter of First Corinthians, as many of you have also, as the chapter 
on Love. Often read at weddings as it was for mine. The last phrase in that passage ends 
– ‘These three remain, Faith, Hope and Love and the greatest of these is Love.’

Most would agree that Love is indeed the greatest of the three for the Bible tells 
us that God himself is Love.

What has struck me this week as we enter another New Year is that the Bible tells 
us that ‘these three remain’. Faith, Hope and Love REMAIN.

We personally may have lost Faith. Looking at what is before us we may have lost 
Hope and for some Love may seem far away - but these three nevertheless Remain.

Faith – the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Faith 
and Hope are inextricably linked and they are available for us all.

What do you Hope for this year? What do you have Faith for this year? Whatever 
it is, something greater than these will facilitate it and that is Love.

Whatever our circumstance, however much we feel it to be untrue, it is a promise 
of our Heavenly Father that ‘these three remain, Faith, Hope and Love and the 
greatest of these is Love.’

May God bless us with all three this year.
Bob Drew, Bagley Baptist Church



30 February 2019

Sport Reports
Wedmore Tennis Club
We are delighted to tell you that David Pottow has been 
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by Somerset LTA 
at the British Tennis Awards. The British Tennis Awards are a celebration of the 
thousands of people who go above and beyond to support the game of tennis, and a 
recognition of the people and places which help keep tennis thriving across the UK.

David’s award will be presented to him at Wedmore Tennis Club’s AGM at the 
end of March by Somerset LTA chairman Andy Fay.

We are sure you will all join us in congratulating David on his wonderful 
achievement, which recognises a lifetime’s dedication to supporting junior and adult 
tennis in Somerset.

Ladies’ Christmas Party
Thank you to all the ladies who came along to the tennis Christmas party bringing 
nibbles and festive cheer. We had a very jolly evening. A very big thank you to Val 
Parker and Alison Campion for organising the event and to everyone who helped 
clear up afterwards.

Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club Skittle League
Halfway Update.

Gundry Cup Winners - Blackford
YFC Cup Winners - Cocklake (245)
YFC Highest Individual Score - Seamus (39)

League Table
Team Points Points Difference
New Inn 16 225
Cocklake 12 52
Tilham 10 107
Blackford 10 85
Nyland 10 37
Westend 10 7
Sand 6 -73
Crickham 6 -133
Theale 4 -130
Wedmore 4 -177

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
The final step in the change of Captains took place at the start of December 
as the Club AGM saw Kev Osman succeed Jim Gray as Club Captain. 
There was also a handover of charity money with almost £2,000 going to 
each of the Captains’ Charities: Charlies Memory, Avalon Camp and Love 
Musgrove. The charities for the new year were announced with proceeds 
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to go to Parkinson’s Disease, Cancer Research UK and the Stroke Association. On 
the playing front the Club now has over 670 members of whom 157 are ladies, the 
largest number in Somerset. Most of the Club’s successes this year have come at junior 
level with Harriett Lockley now having a world ranking, but her success is being chased 
by Abbi Moore who took the prize for the most improved junior. At a slightly older 
level Bobby Jones took the John Viney Order of Merit prize for points accumulated 
during the year. The meeting closed with the traditional drive-in with probably three 
of the best drives seen at this event.

The three new Captains: Gill Jones, Kev Osman and Ian Sentence

Golf slows a little before the Christmas break but the Club and Seniors both 
progressed their Winter Stableford Leagues. The Seniors played the second round 
of their Winter Stableford league with the best scores in Division 1 which was won by 
Martin Olive with 41, just one better than Steve Sage with Bill Lander another point 
behind in third. Olive’s win was enough to take him into third place in the overall 
League behind Bob Cotgrove and Mark Cornish. Keith Rabbitts was the clear winner 
of division 2 with 39, three better than Terry Stew and Colin Clegg. In division 3, two 
players finished on 37 with Barrie Gardiner taking first place on countback from Phil 
Incledon with Barry Stone third on 38.

The second round of the Club Winter League managed to squeeze into a largely 
dry period of the month and with the greens still playing well and off the shorter 
winter tees the scoring continued to be good, particularly in division 1 where a single 
shot covered the first four players. Richard Macarthur scored 42 to win on countback 
from John Russell. Third place went to Stuart Bishop, again on countback from 
David Braithwaite after both finished on 41. Best score of the day came from Brian 
Fry, winning division 2 with 43, just one better than Jem Ham with Mark Grant 
three shots further back in third. Division 3 was another close fought competition 
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with Max Grant winning on 40, just one better than Ian Williams who in turn was 
one better than both Gary Cutter and Tony Hoskings with Cutter taking third place 
on countback. Macarthur’s win was also good enough to move him into first spot in 
the overall league, a couple of points clear of Ian Williams with Mark Higginbottom 
slipping back to third.

Jane Prosser was the best of the ladies who braved the weather scoring 33 points 
which put her two clear of Debbie Monks with Cathy Olive two shots further back in 
third. Cathy though moved into the cumulative lead, three points ahead of Debbie.

Otherwise, as you might expect, the month was given over to Christmas parties. 
The Seniors had to choose just two clubs to play with in their nine hole competition 
before settling down for their Christmas lunch. As usual, this proved no problem 
for some players with three of them scoring 21 points. Tony Roe was the winner on 
countback despite failing to score on two of the holes in a round which also included 
two birdies. Roy Tomlins was second with just four pars in his round which was just 
one par more than third placed Mike Nicholls.

The Ladies’ Christmas party was preceded by a nine-hole Bowmaker. This was 
won by Sue McDonald, Ann Dixon and Mary-Lou Denny with an impressive 44 
points. Runners-Up were Susie Spragg, Ruth Rogers and Heather Abraham on 42 
with Caroline Patterson, Wendy Lucas and Catherine Nicholson third on 40. Prizes 
were given out at the party for the Christmas Pudding Competition. A tight finish in 
division 1 saw Dianne Miller beating Eunice Bond on countback with Chris Simpson 
third. Sue McDonald was in the prizes again, winning division 2 with 35, three better 
than both Linda Roberts and Liz Miller. Karen Clark was another player to score 35, 
winning division 3 by six clear points from Gay McWhinney, with Ruth Rogers third.

Just to keep their brains sharp over the holiday period, the Seniors managed to 
come up with a competition to test their maths as well as their golf. This was basically 
a Stableford but the points scored on a hole were then multiplied by the par for that 
hole. This clearly meant you needed to play the par fives well and Pete Spink clearly 
did this as his score of 180 points put him 31 points ahead of his nearest rival, surely 
the biggest winning margin ever. Behind that the scores were all very close. John 
Russell took second place on 149 which was just one better than both Peter Searle, 
who took third place on countback, and Ian Hollands. Graham Hayes was just one 
further point back, taking the final prize in fifth place.

Tony Biggs

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 12 February the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the 
Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be 
found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.
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Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: -

Janet Higgs of Wedmore who died on 28 November aged 83 and whose funeral 
took place at St Mary’s on 11 December 2018.

Kathy Betts of Blackford who died on 25 October 2018 aged 65 and whose funeral 
took place at Holy Trinity on 8 November 2018.

Doreen Watkins of Coldnose Lane, Bagley who died on 14 December aged 95 and 
whose funeral and burial took place at Christchurch on 4 January.

Special Services in Early March
Ash Wednesday
The season of Lent is traditionally a time of penitence, fasting and self- examination 
(that’s why many people give something up for Lent). In the early church it would be 
kept by those preparing for baptism at Easter, but as time went on, it seemed a good 
idea for everyone to set aside time for this in the weeks leading up to the most holy 
time in the church’s calendar.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday when ash is smeared on our foreheads as a sign 
that one day we will die and thus of the need to get our lives right.

This year Ash Wednesday falls on Wednesday 6 March, and in the benefice we 
will be marking this important day with a said communion at St. Mary’s at 10.00 am 
and a Sung Benefice Communion at 7.00 pm at Allerton. The imposition of ashes 
will be offered at each service.

Farewell Service for Joy
On Sunday 3 March the Isle of Wedmore churches will be bidding farewell to our 
curate the Revd Joy Hawes who has served here since July 2015. Joy will be going on 
to serve as assistant priest in the Parish of St Michael’s, Yeovil. We wish her all the 
very best and thank her for all she has given these communities.

All are welcome to this special service at 10.30 am in St Mary’s and for food 
afterwards to say goodbye to Joy.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 3 Presentation of Christ 10.30 am Café Church
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 10 4 Before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
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Sunday  17 3 Before Lent  8.00 am BCP Holy  Communion
   10.30 am Morning Prayer
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 24  2 Before Lent   10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 Presentation of Christ 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  10 4 Before Lent 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  17 3 Before Lent  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24  2 Before Lent  6.00 pm BCP Evensong

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Presentation of Christ 11.00 am Candlemas  Communion
Sunday 10 4 Before Lent 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 17 3 Before Lent  11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 2 Before Lent  11.00 am Morning Prayer

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Presentation of Christ  9.00 am Family Service
Sunday  10 4 Before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  17 3 Before Lent 9.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 24 2 Before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am - Morning service. We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones. Communion is usually shared on the first 
Sunday of every month. 
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our very popular “Coffee with a View.” Come 
for coffee/tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones here. All free of charge. We have 
good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30- 9.15pm. We run two youth groups for school 
years 6-8 BBC1 and years 9+ BBC2. 
On 16 February at 7pm the Watoto Choir will be performing ‘We Will Go’.
For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@
bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday 3 February 10.30 am  Mr Tony Stevenson
Sunday 10 February 10.30 am Rev Michael White - Holy 

Communion
Sunday 17 February 10.30 am Mr Ken Hill - Family Service
Sunday 24 February 10.30 am Mrs Jacqueline Cobb

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
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Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30 pm
Sunday School:  10.30 am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for 
changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.
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Crossword 22 Answers
Across: 1. Daylight robbery 9. Scrum half 10. Expel 11. On air 12. celestial 
13. teeniest 14. Sea dog 16. Bosuns 18. Jacketed 22. Orchestra 23. Owing 
24. Oil tanker 26. Liberal democrat

Down: 1. Distort 2. Yardage 3. Immersion heater 4. Headcase 5. Refill 
6. Beefstake tomato 7. Encored 8. Yule log 15. Canaille 16. Brothel 17 .Succumb 
19. Thinker 20. Dogtrot 21. Stroll

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal taxi 
service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the most convenient place - usually 
outside your own house. Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, 
then fares compare very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money 
on fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 710759
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1 - Fri Wedmore in Bloom AGM and Social Evening 6.45pm Masonic Hall 
International Spoof Competition 8.00pm The New Inn

2 - Sat St Mary’s Fairtrade Cafe 9.30am - 12noon St Mary’s Church
4 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut 

Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George
5 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
6 - Wed Camelot Quilters  10.00am Wedmore VH
7 - Thurs Theale Players Cabaret at Cafe Rene  Theale VH
8 - Fri Theale Players Cabaret at Cafe Rene  Theale VH 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
9 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George 

Theale Players Cabaret at Cafe Rene  Theale VH
10 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Blackford VH 

Wedmore Sports Pavilion Open Morning 10am - 12noon
11 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
12 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH
13 - Wed Blackford Cafe 2.00 - 4.00pm Blackford VH 

Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club
15 - Fri Blackford Harvest Home Winter Warmer 7.30pm Blackford VH
16 - Sat Wedmore Twinning Quiz Night  7.30pm Masonic Hall 

Wedmore Opera Goers  Masked Ball  WNO Cardiff
17 - Sun Theale Film Club  “Finding Your Feet”   6.30pm Theale VH
18 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
19 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
20 - Wed Camelot Quilters  10.00am Wedmore VH 

Parish Council Meeting  7.30pm
21 - Thurs Wedmore WI talk by Anne-Marie Wilkinson 7.30pm Masonic Hall
22 - Fri  Mr Punch’s Folk Club  Special Guest Si Baron 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
24 - Sun Green Wedmore “litter pick” 10.00am - 1.00pm Meet at Borough House
25 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group  9.30am The Scout Hut
26 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club talk by David Burgess 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George

27 - Wed Wedmore Harvest Home 8.00pm The George
28 - Thurs IOW Society talk: “Children’s Hospice South West” 7.30pm Masonic Hall
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane 07977 415799 
    Lisa 07801 272255 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group  2.00 - 4.00pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford 01749 712522 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan Inn  + Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07776 82231 / 07799 814204

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa  As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30-11.30 Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am Blackford VH  Rane / Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+ Not taking place during school holidays
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