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Editorial
Good heavens it’s March already, welcome to this month’s edition, number 471. Sat 
here in perfectly white snowy conditions on 1 February it is a little difficult to look 
ahead a full month and try to predict what will be happening then. Did someone say 
we would be leaving the EU this month, or did I imagine that? Perhaps the Republic 
of Lerburne will seek independence or Mudgley will demand a backstop, which could 
come in handy on that hill during icy weather. Whatever comes to pass, I am sure we 
can look forward to an excellent month here in our gorgeous village.

I must start by issuing two apologies arising from the February Edition. Firstly 
to Stuart Watson: for some reason when including his splendid set of photographs 
taken at Wedmore By Candlelight, we somehow listed him as Stuart Wilson. Also to 
Mike Bewick who was listed as Mike Brewer. I hope you will both forgive us chaps.
I am pleased to announce that we have a new feature commencing this month, an 
article upon ‘Our Health and Wellbeing’ by the Axbridge and Wedmore Community 
Health Team, a warm welcome to them.

So, for a quick précis of this Edition; we have a 2019 International Spoof Champion, 
Ronnie Follenfont from Amsterdam, hearty congratulations to her. Were you ever in 
the Wedmore Scouts? If so they want to hear from you. Would you like to become a 
Parish Counsellor? If yes then opportunity knocks. The Oddments Theatre presents 
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Pilgrims Progress at the Bagley Baptist Church on 21 March, Dame Edna will be 
staging her Big Night Out, a non-contentious entirely politically correct affair from 
28 – 30 March, whilst the Clash of the Choirs and Mr Punch’s Folk Club open day, 
are both being staged on 30 March. Lastly, please don’t forget it’s Mothering Sunday 
on 31 March.

If the above don’t appeal, then perhaps the plethora of March meetings, coffee 
mornings, quizzes, walks and other events detailed in the following pages will be 
more to your taste.

As always, thank you to everyone who contributed. Please note, for those attending 
the Women’s World Day of Prayer on 1 March, the Service will now start at 2.30 pm.

Happy reading.
Bill Sutton

Front Cover
This photo of the wind turbine on a sunny and snowy day was taken by Peter Churches.

News
Parish Council Business
The first meeting of the new year was well attended and members listened to a 
presentation from local architect Pete Brown concerning the current state of the 
new sports pavilion and the tremendous financial results achieved from fundraising 
and various grants totalling £1.4m to date. Members agreed to make a grant to the 
Management Committee to ensure the surfacing of the car park could be completed 
and to support the committee in their attempt to obtain further grants from the 
District Council’s infrastructure levy funds. Mr Brown was thanked by the Chairman 
for the tremendous work he had personally undertaken on behalf of the Playing Fields 
Management Committee. Members also made a grant to Wedmore Arts in order to 
assist with the funding of their forthcoming events. The Annual Parish Assembly takes 
place on 27 March in the Masonic Hall when the guest speaker will be Dr Dennis 
Briaris. Dr Briaris lives in the village and his talk will be on ‘Building a Passivhaus in 
Wedmore.’ The meeting starts at 7pm.

New Councillors Needed
You are probably aware that local and national elections are taking place on 2 May and 
some of our Parish Councillors will be standing down at that time. There is already a 
vacancy for a Councillor to represent the Blackford Ward but I am sure there will be 
more vacancies for Councillors to represent the rest of the parish as May approaches. 
If you feel that you wish to become involved in becoming a Councillor, please contact 
the Clerk for more details. Training for new members will be available.

Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore, 
Somerset, BS284EA Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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The Wedmore Street Fair
The Wedmore Street Fair will again be held in The Borough, Wedmore on Saturday 
6 July 2019. The theme for this year’s event will be announced in due course. The 
relevant booking form is available at the back of this edition.

Wedmore Harvest Home
Date for your diary!! Planning has begun for our 2019 event which this 
year will take place on Friday 16 August. We look forward to seeing 
you all there.

Wedmore Harvest Home Committee

International Spoof Winner 2019
This year’s International Spoof Competition held at The New Inn, Wedmore, attracted 
69 entries from far and wide including Ashton, Allerton and Amsterdam.

Players played in groups of four (8 games per round), and points were awarded 
for guessing correctly, with the winner and second place going forward into the next 
round, whilst the loser bought the drinks.

The lowest score for the evening was 11 out of a possible 32, by Blod from Middle 
Earth and the highest score was 25 by Ronnie Follenfont from Amsterdam.

The final comprised Adam, Ronnie, Cobbs and Mark Plummer. This was a knuckle 
biting affair, with all finalists putting their best hands forward, using their wits and 
skill to lift the title of this prestigious event. In joint last place were Adam and Mark 
with 16 points (and buying the beers), in second place was Cobbs with 23 points, in 
first place (receiving £69) was Ronnie Follenfont from Amsterdam with 25 points.

For further information contact: Trevor Prideaux 07812848011

Ronnie, receiving her trophy from retiring landlord Frank Sparks
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The 2019 Wedmore Harvest Home Business Directory
The 2019 Directory is now being prepped! If you would like to advertise 
your business with us please get in contact with Sarah Weare (07884 
017560).

All adverts will be printed in FULL colour. 1000 directories will be 
printed. These will be given out during July into local businesses and on our event 
day in August. There are four sizes to choose from, with four prices to suit all different 
businesses. (£25, £50, £100 or £200 per advert.) Contact us today!

Wedmore Young Farmers’ Club 85th Annual Show – Saturday 13 April
Wedmore Young Farmers’ Club will be holding its 85th Annual Show on Saturday 13 
April at the George Hotel in Wedmore. This is a truly unique occasion, and Wedmore 
is the only Somerset Young Farmers’ Club to still hold its own livestock show. The 
George Hotel shares a long history with the club and it is truly a sight to behold to 
see all of the livestock 
and craft exhibits in 
the grounds of the 
pub. Judging will 
commence at 10 am 
and people will be 
able to see dairy and 
beef cattle classes as 
well as sheep, pigs 
and poultry. Club 
members also exhibit 
a variety of floristry, 
cooking and crafts.

Food and drink 
are available and the 
prizes are awarded at 
around 1pm. The club 
has a membership 
that ranges from 10 
-26 and they support 
many local events. 
The members then 
hold their dinner 
and dance in the 
e v e n i n g  a t  T h e 
O a k t r e e  A r e n a , 
where they celebrate 
the previous year and 
award the prizes.
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The Wedmore 40 / 30 Cycle Ride
The Wedmore 40 / 30 returns after a great inaugural event last year. 
Once again riders can choose from a selection of four routes: 12, 30, 
40 and 70 miles.

The 12-mile route is a fun ride, the 30-mile cycle is a short ride 
across the Somerset Levels and the 40-mile route is a hilly cycle across 

the Mendips. And for a bigger challenge, cyclists can embark on the 70-mile route 
which incorporates both the Mendips and the Levels.

As the event is being held on Father’s Day, Sunday 16 June, there is a special 
opportunity this year for any children aged 16 and under to register and cycle for 
free, as long as they are accompanied by an adult family member.

All routes start from Wedmore Playing Fields.
This year the organisers are pleased to be supported by Tout’s Budgens who will 

be providing the majority of the catering.
The event will raise money for Weston Hospicecare and Friends of St Mary’s 

Church, Wedmore.
To register go to www.tiny.cc/wedmore4030

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and 
in agreement with Wedmore Parish Council, we will be including 
news and topical tips relating to our health and wellbeing. We hope 
these will inspire us to live life to the full!

No Ash Wednesday on 13 March
The first No Smoking Day was on Ash Wednesday in 1984. Since then many 
people have found the benefits of not smoking. 12.3% of the adult population of 
Somerset currently (2016) smokes which equates to around 53,000 people, a major 
fall from around 20% (75,000) three years ago – a cause for celebration! The risks 
of cigarette smoking are well known. If you are a smoker, do you want to ditch 
those risks and reap some of the benefits of quitting? For help and support go to: 
www.healthysomerset.co.uk/smokefree or phone 01823 356222 to talk with an advisor 
about support in our area.

Axbridge and Wedmore Community Health Team

Were You Ever in the Wedmore Scout Group?
The Group is very keen in this, its centenary year, to establish as much as it possibly 
can about its past. It knows quite a lot about its early years during the 1920s and 30s, 

thanks to the records that were kept at that time; however, there are 
quite a few gaps in its later years that need filling. Were you ever a 
Beaver, Cub or Scout in the Group, or indeed a Leader or a Helper? 
Do you have any information that may help the Group to fill these 
gaps; or any photographs that show its activities?

Records indicate that the Group folded in the Second World War, 
with many of the Scouts joining the Army Cadets; and that following the 

http://www.tiny.cc/wedmore4030
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_Wednesday
http://www.healthysomerset.co.uk/smokefree
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war it started again in August 1947 under the leadership of the vicar of Wedmore, the 
Reverend H C T Morgan. However, little is known about this post war Group, other 
than that the Reverend Morgan was the Group Scoutmaster and Mr D A Kennewell 
was the Scoutmaster, and the Troop was comprised of twelve boys. But it was to have 
a short life, and had closed by 1958. Were you a member at this time or do you know 
anybody that was? – do you have any information about this Troop?

Subsequently, the Group restarted when a Cub Pack was formed in 1965 by Mrs 
Vera Banwell, with the help of a Queen’s Guide Gillian Brown. They were later 
joined by Judith Hunter who became an Assistant Cub Scout Leader. From this new 
beginning the Group grew and eventually consisted of Beaver, Cub and Scout sections.

However, by November 1990, there were no active Beavers, Cubs or Scouts and only 
two serving officers from the Group’s Executive left. This included the Secretary, Roger 
Ellis, who was instrumental in keeping the hut and Group equipment together until new 
leaders could be found to take the Group forward again. This happened in 1994 when 
a Beaver Colony was established, followed by a Cub Pack and then a Scout Troop; all 
of which have continued, with a few ‘up and downs’ along the way, to the current day.

Even in these later years of the Group’s history there are big gaps that need to 
be filled. For example on 15 and 16 September 1984, the Scouts held a Dads & Lads 
Camp at Stogursey, which was attended by 14 pairs of dads & lads, as well as five 
Leaders. Additionally, on the 8 October 1988, 13 Beavers and three adults visited 
HMS Beaver – someone out there must have a pictures of these and similar activities, 
as well of other camps and events?

If you can assist the Group in any way with information about its past, or have 
photographs that show what the members of Wedmore Scout Group got up to, and 
are willing to help to fill the gaps in its history, please contact any member of the 
current Group; or speak directly to the Group Scout Leader, Bill Belshaw at 01934 
712438 or by email at group-leader@wedmorescoutgroup.org.uk. Any photographs 
or documents will be treated confidentially, copied and returned.

Wedmore Community Bus
We are looking for a few volunteers to come forward to drive 
the bus and / or act as controllers for the four set destinations 
we travel to each week. The work is not arduous and provides 
a valuable service to everyone in the Parish, especially to those 
who can no longer drive or feel safe to do so. If you can give up 
some time in support, please contact Mike Bewick on 07794 781975

Wedmore Methodist Church New Coffee and Chat Mornings
Commencing on 15 March, Wedmore Methodists are hosting a ‘friendly Coffee and 
Chat’ every third Friday morning in the month in the Methodist Schoolroom at 10.30 
am and probably finishing around 12 noon.

Everyone is welcome to this very informal gathering, there will be complimentary 
coffee or tea and biscuits and if you wish to bring along a craft to do whilst chatting, 
then please feel free to do so.

We look forward to welcoming you to this new venture.

mailto:group-leader@wedmorescoutgroup.org.uk
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Blackford Village Hall
Blackford Village Hall, which has excellent facilities and parking available, has 
some current capacity for new bookings on Thursday and Friday evenings, and some 
mornings and early afternoons. Booking enquiries can be made to Mrs Margaret 
Tinney on 01934 712324.

Somerset Choral Society Choral Workshop – Saturday 27 April at St 
Mary’s Church Wedmore
The Somerset Choral Society invites all Singers in the area 
(SATB) to join us in our Choral Workshop ‘Come and Sing 
Faure Requiem’ on Saturday 27 April in St Mary’s Church, 
Wedmore between 10.00am and 3.00pm. Registration will begin at 10.00am and will 
cost £10 + £3 for score hire if required; the price will include hot and cold drinks and 
biscuits throughout the day and the workshop will end with an informal performance 
at 2.30pm. There will be a one-hour lunch break at midday and two rehearsal breaks. 
The workshop will include several choral pieces from the Requiem. For more 
information please contact winstonandjane@gmail.com or 07814460703 or view our 
website www.somersetsingers.co.uk”

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
Forthcoming dates are:

• 11 and 25 March
• 1 and 29 April

Stella Moore 
Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282

The Farming Community Network (FCN)
It’s good to have someone to talk to. Call us on the FCN Helpline; 
03000 111 999 7am to 11pm, every day of the year. FCN.ORG.UK

Wedmore Arts Festival 10 – 18 May
Yet another Wonderful Week in Wedmore.

Guaranteed to tug at your heart-strings, the irresistible 
strumming of James Rippingale’s classical guitar will herald the 
start of the 2019 Wedmore Arts Festival at 12 noon on Friday 
10 May in St Mary’s Church. And that’s just the beginning!

The opening recital will be followed by a week of wonderful 
events covering everything from painting to puppets, cricket to 

choristers, nature to nurture, sleuthing to Sinatra, and literature to love-songs. The 
Festival will be brought to a resounding close on Saturday 18 May with a magnificent 
Glenn Miller tribute by the Dave Hankin Big Band. Other performers during the 
week include The Somerset Choral Society with the sensational young violinist Poppy 
McGhee, Richard Shelton (Sinatra and Me), Mike Dilger, Anita Harris, Liz Grand 
(playing Agatha Christie), Wedmore writers and Henry Blofeld, not forgetting a 
Fisherman and a Genie! (brought to Wedmore by Tallulah Swirls).

http://www.somersetsingers.co.uk/
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There really is something for everyone: children, sports enthusiasts, art-lovers, 
music-lovers, writers, readers, theatre-goers, birdwatchers, fans of whodunnits…

There’s even a free Art Exhibition featuring some of the finest artwork in the area.
Rumour has it that there might also be a couple more high-profile additions to 

the programme which was still being finalised when the Isle of Wedmore News went 
to press. Watch this space! And look out for our distinctive Festival brochures which 
will be available at the end of March. Full details can be found there, and on our 
website. Tickets on sale from 3 April from The Village Store or from the website 
wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan
By the time you read this, we hope to have received our 
Examiners Report, so more on this in April! During February 
there was a short consultation on an amendment to the 
Affordable Housing Policy (WED3). This would introduce a 
‘local lettings policy’ which will mean that Wedmore residents / 
workers would be offered properties first. The properties would 
only be offered to people outside the Parish if no Wedmore persons came forward.

However, if you are looking for an affordable home (to rent or shared 
ownership etc) you have to be registered on the Homefinder Somerset site 
(www.homefindersomerset.co.uk).

Over the next few years we are expecting affordable homes to come forward at 
Cross Farm, Westholme Farm, and to the East of the First School. They will be in a mix 
of sizes, types and tenures. Hopefully, there will be something to suit everyone’s needs.

This is a great opportunity to allow local people in housing need to get the new 
affordable housing. However, the essential first step is to register on the Homefinder 
Somerset website. If you do not register this opportunity will pass you by.

Register now!
Bob Sellwood 

Chairman of the Neighbourhood, Plan Group

Theale Flower Show Quiz Night – Friday 22 March
Doors open at 7.30 and the quiz will start at 8.00 prompt! There 
will be a ploughman’s style supper and a bar available.

If you can organise a team of six that would be excellent, if 
not we can put you with others to form a team!

Tickets are £8 and you can get yours by calling 01934 806157 
and leaving your name, phone number, email address and 

number of tickets required.
If you have any special dietary requirements or questions please also tell us on 

the dedicated phone number and we will get back to you if needed.
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The Clash of the Choirs – Saturday 30 March
Much missed last year but back for the sixth instalment, 200 
singers and a packed house at St Mary›s Wedmore.

Tickets go on sale in early March at Wedmore Village Store 
– they sell out fast.

Each choir gets 10 minutes of glory but then has to face the 
famous ‘Clapometer’ activated completely arbitrarily by your frenzied applause.

This year’s singers include:
• Wedmore 1st School Academy Singers and Ukulele Band
• Blackford Singers
• Glastonbury Male Voice Choir
• Cheddar 1st School Choir
• Axbridge Singers
• The Bluebelles
• Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society
• Tally-Ho Trio
• Street Men
• Cheddar Valley Adult Voices

For information contact David Hopkins, 
01934 710149 or dahopkins@aol.com

Fly Tipping in Front of the 
Ashton Windmill
The IOW News has been advised of 
an incident of fly tipping in front of 
the Ashton Windmill. If anyone has 
any information which may lead to 
a prosecution of those responsible 
please contact Sedgemoor District 
Counci l ,  telephone 0300 303 
7800 or, follow the instructions at 
www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/article/1000/
Fly-Tipping

2019 Wedmore Farmers’ 
Markets
T h e  Fa r m e r s ’  M a r k e t  w i l l 
recommence on Saturday 13 April 
and be held thereafter on the 
2nd Saturday of each month until 
December.

mailto:dahopkins@aol.com
https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/article/1000/Fly-Tipping
https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/article/1000/Fly-Tipping
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New Barber’s Shop Opening in the Borough Yard
‘Tidboald Blythe’, a new Barbers Shop will be opening in the 
Borough Yard on Monday 18 March. This is a joint venture by 
Stephanie Tidboald and her Business Partner Harry Blythe. After 
a short time Stephanie will be offering appointments Thursday - 
Saturday, with walk-in slots available Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
Tidboald Blythe will be a Vintage / Traditional Gentlemen’s 
Barber.

South West Coast Path Walk to Raise Money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support

Vi Howley, a member of Mendip Ramblers/West Mendip 
Walkers, is walking the last section of the SWCP from 
Torcross to South Haven, a distance of 164.5 miles, in April / 
May this year to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.

This will be the fourth year Vi has walked the coastal 
path, and she has so far raised £14,000. West Mendip Walkers intend to show their 
support by joining her on a 14.4-mile linear walk Thursday 2 May from Babbacombe 
to Exmouth.

Vi would welcome support in person, as well as financially, on the coastal path for 
some, if not all, of the two weeks it will take her to complete the walk. It is ambitious 
and some sections are severe and strenuous, but there are compensations as the views 
are often stunning and the walking is rewarding and, at the same time, you will be 
raising funds for a very worthwhile cause. Make a note of the dates, and let’s make 
the fourth and last section of the South West Coastal Path a resounding success in 
terms of funds raised for Macmillan Cancer Support, and numbers of walkers joining 
Vi on the journey.

The fourth and last section of the SWCP - Torcross to South Haven - is 164.5 miles. 
The shortest day will be 7.1 miles and the longest, 14.4 miles. Some days are suitable 
for half-day participation but you are very welcome to join in for whole days or maybe 
more. It will cost you £25 (or you could get yourself some sponsors).

Alternatively, you can just do a few miles and join us for coffee / lunch. Please put 
these dates in your diary: Monday 29 April - Sunday 12 May 2019.

To register an interest please contact: vihowley@me.comorcall07711662993
Tony Strange

Somerset Sight – An Appeal
Can you spare a couple of hours a 
week? You could help change the life 
of someone with sight impairment 
and make a real difference.

Sight impairment can happen to 
anyone and is largely age related. One in five people over 75 will suffer in one way 
or another.
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Loss of sight makes even the simplest of tasks difficult, such as going into the 
garden to see the flowers, making a cup of tea or reading a book.

Sight loss is known to increase the risk of depression, loneliness and isolation. 
Occupying time becomes more difficult when you can’t go out without assistance, are 
not able to read, or continue with hobbies such as gardening, puzzles, craft and sewing.

Somerset Sight has run a successful visiting/ befriending service for more than 20 
years whereby a trained volunteer is matched with someone with sight loss.

Sight impaired people in your locality are waiting for a volunteer to help them 
with correspondence, trips out and socialising.

Please contact Michele at Somerset Sight on 01823 333818.

IT for the Terrified
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?!

IT for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of 
two hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and 
friendly way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most 
subjects and fully understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to 
the newcomer. We can cover android phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, 
Windows and Macs.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an 
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, 
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and cost £10 for a 
two-hour session, but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any 
other requirements..

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a standard answer phone – please 

leave a message)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk

itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF 

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch.

A Day in the Life
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com.

mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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 Focus on Businesses
Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill

I was astonished that in a time when we are all trying to reduce our impact on the 
environment by recycling, reducing unnecessary plastic and reducing energy usage, 
another lamp post was installed outside the Masonic Hall in Wedmore. On asking the 
Parish Council why this lamp was installed I was told that it was done by the County 
Council to replace a lamp that was removed on the other side of the street. However 
it is crazy that the Council didn’t use the opportunity to reduce the lighting in the 
village to help the environment. Many towns and villages are finding ways to reduce 
their lighting to reduce light pollution and energy consumption and yet Wedmore 
appears very slow in this regard. If Shipham can turn their lights out, if Westbury 
Sub Mendip can turn their lights out, if Churchill can turn the street lights off on the 
A38 then I can’t see any justification for Wedmore not playing its part in helping the 
environment. As a start we could turn off street lights between 11.30pm and 5.30am. 
This would halve energy consumption! No one is walking around at this time and 
all cars have strong headlights. This would save money and help the environment.

I would love to know the Parish Councils justification for not playing a leading 
role with the County Council to implement changes like this?

In fact, Somerset County Council’s website explains that the County Council 
have a ‘Reduction of Street Lighting Project’ which they are implementing to reduce 
lighting in towns and villages to

1. reduce environmental impact and
2. reduce light pollution.
This includes trials with lights being dimmed by 50% and trials where lights are 

turned out between 12am and 5.30am. There are many enlightened villages in Somerset 
that are keenly involved so why is Wedmore stuck in the past? A question that maybe 
our Parish Councillors should consider! Maybe the Parish Council needs to visit the 
County website www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/schemes-and-initiatives/
reduction-of-street-lighting-in-somerset/

I look forward to the response from our Parish Council and suggest if others are 
also concerned at Wedmore’s lack of progress you also write to the Parish Council.

Ian Scott

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/schemes-and-initiatives/reduction-of-street-lighting-in-somerset/
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/schemes-and-initiatives/reduction-of-street-lighting-in-somerset/
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Dear Parish Council,
At a time when we should be seeking ways to reduce our use of power and when 

surrounding villages are showing us the way forward ... it is remarkable and a bit 
embarrassing that here in Wedmore we are making things worse by adding an entirely 
unnecessary light.

What can be the explanation for this?
What are the plans to turn out lamps late at night or turn off every second lamp 

or turn off lamps except perhaps at junctions or replace the old lamps with LEDs ... 
or indeed any sort of plan at all?

David Hopkins

Comment from Wedmore Parish Council:
Regarding the replacement lamp near The Masonic Hall. The PC had no knowledge 
of this prior to it being moved. We were not consulted, it just happened.

Street lights at night
Previously when the PC asked Sedgemoor about the possibility of turning off our street 
lights at night we were informed that the Acorn shaped street lamps we have around 
our village are not the standard type of light fitting found elsewhere in Sedgemoor 
and due to their internal workings could not be simply switched off at night.

We are happy to raise the question with Sedgemoor again.
Neil Ellis, Wedmore Parish Council

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The winners of the first draw in 2019 were Mr and Mrs Blackburn with ticket 
number 75 and, second, Lily c/o Mrs Thelma Jenkin-Jones with ticket number 98. 
Congratulations to both!

Wedmore Harvest Home 100 Club Lottery 2019
Congratulations to Joy Gadd who won the first 1st prize of £100.

Wedmore Opera Goers Society Outings
• Thursday 2 May – ‘As You Like It’ in Stratford, tickets from £33
• Thursday 20 June – ‘Hobsons Choice’ [Ballet] at Birmingham Hippodrome, 

tickets £55
• Saturday 22 June – Matthew Bourne’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Cardiff, tickets 

£55 (a completely different take on the story as usual by him).
Tickets are available from on 712515 and the cost will include the coach.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Folk Day – Saturday 30 March
12noon to 10.30pm. Dance displays, concerts and open mics, craft artisan display.
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The Panborough Inn is kindly hosting another folk day this month. This free event 
is an opportunity to come along and hear and see some of the best local and regional 
traditional and contemporary folk singers, musicians, dancers and poets. We will start 
over lunchtime with dance displays from Sweet Coppin and the Beetle crushers… 
If the weather is kind we may be able to dance around the Maypole in an attempt 
to wake up the spring. There will be concerts in both the afternoon and evening, 
featuring both individual performers and ensemble groups… ie a sea shanty group 
and a popular community choir from Cheddar… There will be plenty of opportunity 
to sing along. The music and song will certainly range across many styles and genres… 
traditional ballads. blues and country, contemporary songs.

Between the two concerts we will have an open mic session with plenty of chances 
for visitors to perform … (first come first served).

Throughout the day we are hoping that a number of local craft artisans will be on 
hand demonstrating their craft. The Panborough will provide a paying bar and light 
food and snacks will be available throughout the day. There will be a couple of raffles 
to cover expenses. We hope the day will be as lively as in the past and that you will 
join us. For more info tel 01934 712144 or 712554.

RNLI – News and Local Rescues in January
On Saturday 26 January our RNLI Super Quiz in Shipham 
Village Hall raised a total of £1,844. There were three local 
lifeboat launches in January, two at Burnham-on-Sea both 
False Alarms with Good Intent and one at Weston-Super-Mare.

In 2018 Somerset lifeboats were launched on 138 live calls (Burnham – 13, 
Minehead – 28, Portishead – 40, W-S-M – 57).

Wedmore Gardening Club
I know it seems an age away, but, after a short AGM, the January 
talk by Jane Lindsay was really interesting. She has four national 
plant collections, including passion flowers and, quite honestly, I 
had no idea how many cultivars there are and what a wide range 
of colours and beautiful flowers. As well as a really interesting 
slide show, Jane gave us tips on how to care for tender and hardy 
climbers.

Come March we’ll be enjoying the gorgeously uplifting spring flowers in our 
gardens and looking forward to a wonderful summer of gardening (hopefully!), tackling 
the many jobs and continuing seed sowing, pricking out and potting on ready for our 
summer displays. When dividing clumps of plants please pot up spares for our Plant 
Sale on Saturday 11 May. Spare seedlings are also welcome.

Our talk on Tuesday 26 March is ‘Lilies and Summer Flowering Bulbs’ by Don 
Everitt. Don has been a couple of times before and always makes his talks amusing 
and informative. As usual meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and start at 7.30pm. 
Members and guests are always welcome.

Looking forward, on Tuesday 23 April there is a talk by Neil Ross on ‘Garden 
Disasters’, a subject we’re all very aware of I’m sure.

Jean Windridge
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The Isle of Wedmore Society – Report of the January Meeting
The Society started off our new season as usual with a talk by 
the Wedmore Archivist Hazel Hudson entitled ‘Old Wedmore 
Farmsteads’ and as usual she attracted a full house of 40 people.

The first of the two houses she talked about was Northlode 
Farm (now spelt Northload) and this property which is situated 
in East Theale dates back from Saxon times and was originally 
managed by the Glastonbury Abbey Estate. The rent was 30 salmon from the river 
Axe and 2 cesters of honey and they had to pay 10% of their income in taxes. Every 
manor in those days had a dovecote, a water mill, and a pound - the latter housed any 
stray animals. Later on, Northlode became an independent estate. The other property 
Hazel talked about was Pillham Farm, situated a mile to the west of Northlode and 
the name means a farmstead by a stream. This ancient site with origins going back to 
the 11th Century was owned initially by Chamberlayneshames, a small estate within 
the Wedmore Parish. Farms in those days had numerous meadows (which slowly 
decreased in acreage over the years) plus Pillham had a dairy house and a cheese room.

The Grade II listed farm, which was originally thatched, has had many additions 
and alterations over the years. At one point the Green family leased the farm from an 
independent estate and the documentation had become very complicated. Ironically, 
one of our present members has lived at Pillham for many years.

Another excellent start for 2019 for which we are very grateful to Hazel - we look 
forward to her next talk!

Chris Edwards

‘Dame Edna’s Big Night Out’ – Producers’ Blog
Dame Edna flew in from Australia at the beginning of February, to 
join the rest of the company who had already begun rehearsals for 
this year’s Wedmore Theatre comedy revue, which she has insisted 
carry her name on the poster. She grumbled interminably about 
the inclusion of Sir Les Patterson in the line-up, complaining that 
he was bound to turn up at performances with soup down the front 
of his shirt, bad breath and untidy hair. Eventually, a compromise 
was reached – Sir Les gets his name (in small type) on the poster, but no photo.

She was somewhat disruptive on the subject of the comedy material we are using. 
She professed herself highly amused by the sketch that sends up British politicians and 
civil servants (‘serve the poofters right!’ she yelled, deploying that rather coarser side 
of her nature not normally revealed to the general public). However, she criticised the 
German, French, Belgian and Irish material as being ‘a bit too foreign,’ and wanted 
to know why the actors were speaking in ‘funny voices.’ When we pointed out that the 
theme of the show is ‘Europe’ she demanded to know, therefore, why English pieces 
were also included. We gently pointed out that England is, in fact, geographically part 
of Europe. ‘Not any more!’ she asserted triumphantly, ‘I heard you were leaving it.’

It’s also beginning to look as though the demands she intends to make on our 
costume, hair and make-up departments will be extremely onerous. So much so, in 
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fact, that we fear that many of the other actors may end up performing in their own 
clothes and without the benefit of greasepaint or hair design. The lighting designer 
has already resigned, declaring that it is simply not possible to light her ‘good side’ 
100% of the time that she is onstage. Thank goodness Sir Les doesn’t care what he 
looks like.

Performance dates are 28, 29 and 30 March at 7.30 pm in Wedmore Village Hall, 
and tickets are on sale now. Numbers are limited, as the Hall will be laid out with 
tables and chairs, to encourage drinking and some scoffing.

For details of how to book tickets, please see this month’s WT entry in ‘Reports 
and Society Updates.’

Sue Rippon and Pam Duke

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report for March
Our 2019 Comedy Revue – 
‘Dame Edna’s Big Night Out’
Dame Edna Everage returns 
to Wedmore after an absence 
of many years, to host our 
latest comedy revue. Her photo 

indicates a suspiciously miraculous retention of 
youthful looks. We’re saying nothing.

While compering this comic revue, she will give 
Wedmore her take on Britain and Europe at this 
sensitive time. Accompanying her inimitable 
Aussie perspective on this ‘special relationship’ 
will be a dazzling array of comedy sketches, song 
and dance routines and possibly the occasional 
satirical take on Brexit. She will also introduce a 
special guest appearance by the Australian 
cultural attaché – Sir Les Patterson.

This show – strictly for adults only - will play 
in Wedmore Village Hall over three nights – 28, 29 and 30 March at 7.30 pm. It’s still 
not too late to join in, whether you’re a seasoned performer or a complete beginner; 
and we can always use help backstage and on the bar. For more information, or 
to participate, e-mail either of the show’s producers: sue@holdenhurst.co.uk or 
pam@pamholmes.com

The Hall will be arranged cabaret-style, with tables and chairs, and there will be 
a licensed bar every night. On Saturday evening, the ticket price also includes free 
nibbles and a delicious light supper.

General booking is now open at wedmoretheatre.com, at Wedmore Village Store, 
or from the Box Office on 01934 743953.You can book tickets in any numbers, but if 
you book 8 tickets, wishing to make up a complete table with friends, you can then 
contact the Box office to be allocated your table. For maximum booking convenience, 
our posters also now bear a QR Code (the square panel containing black squiggly 

Alan Philps as Dame Edna Everage

mailto:sue@holdenhurst.co.uk
mailto:pam@pamholmes.com
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lines) – just point your mobile phone at the code and you will be instantly connected 
to our online booking service.

The show is not suitable for children, nor for those who fear they may suffer from 
severe political correctness.

An enjoyable showing of ‘The Railway Children – the movie’
On January 17 in Wedmore Village Hall, we had a jolly social gathering to sit down 
together to watch the film of our November performance of ‘The Railway Children’; 
expertly shot by Bernard Coulter, and edited by Mike Rippon. Forty performers, 
backstage crew members and their families enjoyed drinks and nibbles as they re-
visited this memorable stage production, captured permanently on film.

For those who missed it, the entire film can be viewed on YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAkSzaUV8b8.

A farewell ‘thank you’ presentation was made to our Wardrobe Mistress of 21 
years, Sue Burton, who was recognised for the wonderful job she has done and the 
amazing costumes she has created for the many memorable productions she has 
worked on over that period.

Wedmore Theatre

Green Wedmore News and Updates
Further to the letter sent to local leaders (published in January’s 
IOW News), Green Wedmore have received responses from 
MP James Heappy, Parish Councillor Polly Costello and County 
Councillor David Huxtable. The letters can be viewed on the group’s 
Facebook page (search ‘Green Wedmore’) or by emailing Steve 
Mews at stevemewes415@gmail.com

Next Meeting
This will take place on Monday 4 March at 8pm at The George, Wedmore. After 
usual business, there will be a Zero Carbon workshop - all welcome to attend and 
help form these exciting and ambitious plans.

Wedmore WI
Hazel welcomed members and several visitors to the first meeting of 
the year. Business was dealt with and voting on the Resolutions for the 
AGM resulted in an overwhelming vote for the Resolution calling on 
the Government and Local Authorities to increase subsidies to support 
local bus services. Hazel was also our evening speaker and covered the 
archaeological history of Wedmore from Mesolithic times to the present 
day. Hazel said she hated history at school, but in her final years there 
she took part in a ‘dig’ in Blackford where she caught the ‘Archaeology Bug’. Since 
then she has studied local history and has walked and mapped all the fields in the area 
and compared field names from the earliest times to the present day. Dinosaur bones 
were discovered on the outskirts of Wedmore in 1893. These were bones from Picrodon 
Herveyi and Camelotia Borealis dinosaurs. They are the only example of these found 
in Northern Europe. They can now be seen in the Somerset Museum in Taunton. We 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAkSzaUV8b8
mailto:stevemewes415@gmail.com
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saw photos of a stone-age axe head and bronze-age torques found locally. About 20 
Roman sites have been found in Wedmore parish and more between Wedmore and the 
Mendip Hills. The Romans made circular salt pans on the levels, collecting sea water 
and drying for salt. In 1853 while digging in St Mary’s Churchyard, Tucker Coles found 
a Saxon hoard of silver pennies. These were presumably hidden and never retrieved. 
In 878 King Alfred made the Peace of Wedmore with Guthrum the Dane, followed 
by 12 days of feasting in his Palace, where the Manor House stands today. In 1989 a 
bronze Saxon ring was dug up in a garden on the Cheddar Road, dating between 500 
and 600 AD, This has now been copied locally and is known as ‘The Wedmore Ring.’

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 21 March at 7.30 pm in the Masonic Hall.
Diana Rocky

Wedmore Bridge Club
The Club held its annual party night on 14 January at The Golf Club when the 
opportunity was taken to present trophies to members achieving success during 2018:

• Ladies Pairs – Barbara Biggin and Jean Lowe
• Gents Pairs – Mike Smith and John Dixon
• Mixed Pairs – Patsy Ashford and Chris Bryant (see photo)
• Championship Pairs – Steve Pedrick and Ivor Ham
• Handicap Pairs – Shelia Jack and Ann Jarvis
• Most Improved Player – Esme Gulliver (see photo)

Excellent food and wine were served followed by a fun evening of Chicago Bridge. 
The Club continues to meet on Monday evenings at the Masonic Hall – 6.45 for a 
7.00 pm start. For further details contact Steve Pedrick on 01934 712852. 
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Axbridge and Cheddar Valley Sea Cadets
Axbridge and Cheddar Valley Sea Cadets (Training Ship Goathland) are going from 
strength to strength. We now have over 30 cadets in the senior and junior sections 
and they are enjoying a full and varied training programme. Our cadets are achieving 
a very impressive range of qualifications, especially afloat, with virtually every cadet 
qualifying for at least one (usually several) of the range of water-borne activities; 
sailing, rowing, power boating and wind surfing. Apart from the core syllabus, which 
includes subjects such as seamanship, drill and first aid, we have cadets qualifying for 
the Duke of Edinburgh awards and attending specialist courses on a range of subjects 
such as mechanical engineering, meteorology, food preparation and service and that 
is just to name a few.
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We also have cadets booked on to trips on the larger vessels in the Sea Cadets’ fleet 
such as the tall ship, TS Royalist (picture), and the power boat, TS Jack Petchey. During 
these trips the cadets will enjoy an amazing experience and gain useful qualifications 
including navigation and watch keeping. Every cadet I have spoken to who has spent 
time on TS Royalist has described it as ‘a life-changing experience’.

Sea cadet units are run by volunteers and aim to give young people a lot of fun 
and a good outlook on life based on the traditions of the Royal Navy. We do not exist 
to recruit for the Royal Navy but all the young people who enjoy their time as Sea 
Cadets have a great deal to offer when they leave school.

Due to our success we urgently need more staff to help run the unit – can you 
help? Because of our shortage of staff we have been obliged to temporarily reduce 
our training programme. Obviously we have uniformed volunteers but if that doesn’t 
appeal you could be a civilian instructor if you would like to pass on your own specialist 
skill or knowledge. We also need volunteers to do the necessary background work. 
Could you give us an hour or two each week to do some administration, drive our 
minibus or help with building maintenance? There is so much to do and we desperately 
need your help to ensure our young cadets get the full experience we want to offer. 
If you would like more information please email co.axbridgeseacadets@gmail.com 
or telephone me on 07979 994126.

Baz Hamblin, Chairman Unit Management Team 
Axbridge and Cheddar Valley Sea Cadets, TS Goathland

West Mendip Walkers
Thursday 7 March
Moderate circular walk 10miles from Cockercombe Forestry Office. 
OS Map Ex140 ST188366. Start 10.00am. Park at Forestry Office. 
Contact Andy Paterson Tel: 01934 741690 or aepat@btinternet.com

Thursday 14 March
Easy circular walk 7miles from RSPB Swell Wood Reserve. OS Map Ex128 ST360238. 
Start 12.30pm. Park in RSPB carpark or in lay-by on A378. Contact Cheryl Evans Tel: 
07818 462949 or cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com

Thursday 21 March
Moderate circular walk 11.4miles from Brassknocker. OS Map Ex155 ST782621. 
Start 10.00am. Park in carpark. Contact David Lindop Tel: 07771 708490 or 
dlindop@gmail.com

Thursday 28 March
Moderate circular walk 6miles from Bruton. OS Map Ex142 ST684354. Start 12.30pm. 
Park @ On The Brook, Coombe Farm. Contact Ken Masters Tel: 01749 670349/07784 
941439 or kenmasters265@gmail.com

mailto:co.axbridgeseacadets@gmail.com
mailto:aepat@btinternet.com
mailto:cheryl.evans100@btinternet.com
mailto:dlindop@gmail.com
mailto:kenmasters265@gmail.com
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Weather Report for January 2019
RAINFALL

 Monthly total  31.6mm (1.24ins)
 30-year average 74.4mm (2.93ins)
 Wettest day (31st) 7.6mm (0.30ins)
 No of dry days  23
 Last 3 months (Nov - Jan) 222mm (8.73ins)
 Year ending 31 Jan 19  671mm (26.4ins)
 30-year annual average 805mm (31.7ins)

TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (1st) 11 °C (51.8 °F)
 Minimum (5th) -5.5 °C (22.1 °F)
 Number of air frosts 14
 Monthly average maximum 6.6 °C (43.9 °F)
 30-year average maximum 8.0 °C (46.4 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 0.7 °C (33.3 °F)
 30-year average minimum 2.3 °C (36.1 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall, including snow on 31 January, limited to 42.5% of long-term average. 
Temperatures well below average.

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse for March
Baskets

Wedmore in the fifties
Had shops for every need

Orders were delivered to the door
With regular efficiency and speed.

Ladies just needed a basket
To collect their chemist shop pills.

Shopping habits changed
When the supermarkets arrived

Our monthly shop packed in colourful plastic bags
To load in our car, were happily supplied.

New modern technology delivers our shopping again
We’ve discovered plastic is giving our world countless ills

I’m getting my lovely wicker basket
To get my chemist shop pills.

Vera Banwell
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Forthcoming Events
World Day of Prayer Service – Friday 1 March
Change of time - Wedmore Methodist Church at 2.30 pm.

St Mary’s Fairtrade Coffee Shop – Saturday 2 March
9.30am to 12 noon. All the usual stalls, Fair Trade Coffee shop.

Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 4 March
At the George. New members are always welcome.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at The Panborough – Friday 8 
March
At 8pm Open Mic. Singers, musicians and poets welcome. £2 Raffle

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 9 March
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30 am, all welcome.

Wedmore Methodists Coffee and Chat – Friday 15 March
In the Methodist Schoolroom at 10.30 until mid-day.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 17 March
6.30 for 7pm Disney’s ‘Christopher Robin’ starring Ewan McGregor.

Christopher Robin -- now a family man living in London - receives a 
surprise visit from his old childhood pal, Winnie-the-Pooh. For more info 
tel 713176 / 712144

Club50 Tea – Wednesday 20 March
Join us at 2.30pm for tea in the Masonic Hall. There will be a talk about the ‘Freewheelers’. 
The Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Service is a registered charity that provides a 
free out-of-hours motorcycle courier service to hospitals in the South West.

Oddments Theatre presents ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ – Thursday 21 
March
7pm at the Bagley Baptist Church - Suitable for all the family.

Wedmore WI Meeting – Thursday 21 March
In the Masonic Hall 7.30pm.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at The Panborough – Friday 22 March
Open Mic, singers, musicians and poets all welcome, £2 raffle.

Theale Flower Show Quiz Night – Friday 22 March

Wedmore Gardening Club Meeting – Tuesday 26 March
In the Masonic Hall starting at 7.30, a timely talk by Don Everitt on ‘Lilies and 
Summer Flowering Bulbs.’
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The Annual Parish Assembly – Wednesday 27 March
At 7pm in the Masonic Hall, guest speaker Dr Dennis Briaris.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 March
The March monthly meeting will take place in the Wedmore Masonic 
Hall, at 7.30pm. The speakers will be Derek Logan and Vanessa 
Becker-Hughes and their talk will be titled ‘Catching the Sun’ about 
the Wedmore power co-operative. Members free. Visitors £3, with 
free tea/coffee and biscuits afterwards. Contact: Ian Tomes, 01934 710390.

We advertise our meetings in various ways that include notices on Village Notice 
Boards. Sadly someone decided to remove ours on the board outside Table 8, 
advertising the January meeting and to replace it with their own material. One hopes 
this sort of thing will not be repeated. We did approach the Parish Council about this, 
but they responded that they have no control or supervision of these boards, beyond 
their own by the public loos. Perhaps they should have an interest?

Wedmore Theatre ‘Dame Edna’s Big Night Out’ – Thursday 28 to 
Saturday 30 March
At Wedmore Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

Clash of the Choirs – Saturday 30 March
At St Mary’s Church. 5.30 for 6.15 pm.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Day at the Panborough Inn – Saturday 
30 March
Midday to 10.30pm Dance displays, Concerts and Open Mics, Craft artisan display.

Wedmore Vintage and Antiques Fairs – Saturday 6 April
In the Borough Yard, 9.30 until 4 pm.

Somerset Choral Society Choral Workshop – 
Saturday 27 April
At St Mary’s Church – 10.00am and 3.00pm.

Wedmore Methodist Church Annual Coffee Morning / Craft Fair – 
Saturday 27 April
In the Masonic Hall at 10.00 am. There will be the usual Cake and Produce Stall, 
Bric a brac, ‘New to You,’ Raffle, Prize every time stall and Crafts. Refreshments will 
be available. Entry £1.50 to include Tea/Coffee and Biscuit. Everyone will be made 
very welcome.

Wedmore Vintage and Antiques Fairs – Saturday 4 May
In the Borough Yard, 9.30 until 4 pm.

Wedmore Arts Festival – 10 to 18 May
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The Crossword: Number 23
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Hotel suite can change the profile (10)
6 Leghorn maybe doesn’t understand but is smart 

nonetheless (4)
9 This precept can be taken two ways (5)
10 Reverend has right place for exercise in hygienic 

surroundings (9)
12 Tolerate addition of one final payment (4,3)
13 Lady follows directions and comes to pass (5)
15 Sponge off sources offering a chance to score (7)
16 Outline changes in a game of rugby (4-3)
17 Dug up nasty smell in a river finishing dazed (7)
19 List contains nothing for him to crow about (7)
21 Clinic loses hundreds and has a starter of buckwheat 

pancakes (5)
23 Idiots surround mother who stockpiles (7)
25 Chub’s pies alter the origin of pimento (9)
26 Birds for example cover spot and return (5)
27 Senseless character doesn’t hesitate (4)
28 Extensive Castle lager developed without typical start (5,5)

DOWN:

1 Test finds badger a home (4)
2 Nothing on returns to the French ointment base (7)
3 Go to matinee prom. about an early Turkish dynasty (7,6)
4 Relents about North Carolina to things up (7)
5 The normal. No! No! Just hot air (7)
7 For starters help us make useful soil (5)
8 Fancy a shot in the dark? (10)
11 Aroma from the potting shed or just carbon dioxide? (10,3)
14 Thames container reaches the Cotswolds (5,5)
18 Doctor Copper held in the manner of a vampire (7)
19 Inconsiderate driver was on the back of a pig by the 

sound of it (4,3)
20 Hardy lady takes a long time and becomes one of many 

trodden on (7)
22 I would land on the Isle of Man to turn a phrase (5)
24 Fair chance we’re told (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Wellbeing ‘Drop In’ Support Café – Mondays
Youth support staff and ‘one-2-one’ counselling advisers, for people 
aged 13 –18. Mondays 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm. Methodist Hall, Cliff 
Street Cheddar BS27 3PL. Free pizza. www.SRYP.org.uk. Inspiring 
involvement, creating opportunities.

Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Spaces are limited so book your free place before the rush!

Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon come and chat with us 
over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search on line, 
search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library – 1st and 3rd Fridays
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends, and share ideas and company with the Craft and 
Sewing Group at Cheddar Library, at 2.00 pm on the first and third Fridays of each month.

At any session you can join in the activities or bring your own craft to do, as you 
wish. We are a friendly group and new members would be very welcome.

For more details contact Cheddar Library.

Mark Community Association Present Abba Sensation – Friday 8 March
The Abba tribute group, Abba Sensation, will be appearing in Mark Village hall on 
Friday 8 March with the doors opening at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £15 and are available 
from Jendy Weekes on 01278 641370 or Mark Village Store.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre – Spring Season
The season concludes on Thursday 21 March with the critically acclaimed The Children 
Act starring Emma Thompson as a judge faced with an overwhelming ethical dilemma.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts.
For queries and help, email. cheddararts@gmail.com. Payment for the booking system 

is by credit/debit card only and cash will only be accepted for tickets sold on the door.
Copies of the programme are available in local shops, the leisure centre and on 

the organisation’s website – www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.
Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between the Kings of Wessex 

School and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio 
theatre. For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

http://www.SRYP.org.uk
mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
mailto:cheddararts@gmail.com
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
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RNLI Winscombe & District Branch AGM – Monday 25 March
At Winscombe Cricket Club at 7.30pm. The meeting will be 
followed by a social chat with committee members with access to 
the Cricket Club Bar. For more information contact 01934-842304 
or 01934-843388 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com

Mark Youth Theatre Presents ‘Singin’ in the Rain JR’ – Thursday 28 
March to Saturday 30 March
At the Strode Theatre, Street: Thursday 28 March 7.30 pm; Friday 29 March 7.30 
pm; Saturday 30 March 2:30 pm and 7.30 pm.

Directors: Clare Banwell and Laura Jones. Musical Director: Matthew Tilke.
Tickets: £10, Concessions £7 www.strodetheatre.org.uk

Cheddar Valley Lions Club – Saturday 27 April
In Cheddar Village Hall, 10am – 2pm. If you are a crafter and would 
like to come along there are a couple of stalls left. Entry forms and 
terms and conditions are on our website www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk .

Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Chickpea Curry
We think its time we came up with a recipe for vegetarians, and recently it was Vegan 
January, so here is a recipe which should suit both. It will also work for a wider 
audience with the addition of meats like chicken/chorizo. Serve with a liberal dollop 
of yoghurt and rice, and a cold lager.

Ingredients (serves four)
3 tbsp vegetable oil
2 tsp cumin seeds
2 onions, diced
4 garlic cloves, crushed
2.5cm piece of fresh ginger, grated
2-3 green chillies, deseeded and diced
1 tsp chilli powder
1 tsp ground turmeric
1 tsp ground coriander
400g can of chopped tomatoes
400g can of chickpeas, drained
1 tsp garam masala
Handful of fresh coriander, chopped roughly
Handful of spinach, chopped roughly
Juice of 1 lemon
Salt to taste
4 tbsp Greek yoghurt

http://www.strodetheatre.org.uk
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Method
1. Heat the oil in a large pan, add the cumin seeds and cook over a medium heat 

until a good aroma rises. Then add the onions and cook until soft.
2. Add the garlic, chillies, ginger, chilli powder, turmeric, and ground coriander. Stir 

over a medium heat taking care not to burn.
3. Add the tomatoes, chickpeas, and enough water to give a loose sauce. Simmer for 

10 minutes, then add the garam masala, fresh coriander and spinach. Stir together.
3. Add the lemon juice and salt and maybe some more chilli powder depending upon 

your own taste. Let the curry sit for a couple of hours for the flavours to develop; 
reheat for serving.

4. Serve with the yoghurt and rice.
Norma and Derek Logan

The Garden in March
Shortly before writing this, I was watching the weather 
forecast for tomorrow (31 January) and it is for the first 
real touch of winter so far. We have had one or two 
nights within the last few weeks when the temperature 
has dropped down below -5° C, in fact last night was 
that or thereabouts, but tonight may be colder by a 
degree or two and then later on tomorrow we are 
supposed to get some real snow, maybe up to 10 cm, 
but this will supposedly only be with us for a few days 
and then temperatures will rise again. None of this 
should cause any real garden problems.

If you have overwintering crops such as onions 
or garlic in the garden, none of that should bother 
them, (in fact garlic needs cold weather in order to bulb-up later on), nor should 
it have any adverse effect on autumn sown broad beans which should be well up 
by now. Nor should brassicas be adversely affected. The problem with the latter is 
that wood pigeons may be tempted to eat them; you will need to take precautions 
against these by netting or using humming-line. It will be interesting to see if the 
forecast is indeed right.

March is really the beginning of the gardening season which should keep you 
occupied for the next seven or eight months.

1 March is St. David’s Day; with the leek, the daffodil is emblem of Wales and 
if there is one flower really associated with March it has to be the daffodil, that is, 
I am sure the reason for this association. Daffodils (narcissi) can be in flower from 
Christmas to Whitsun, but March is the peak of their season.
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Whilst they are in flower is the ideal time to decide whether they need 
supplementing or moving. Occasionally overcrowding can lead to a reduction in 
flowering; if you suspect this is a problem dig them up after they have died back in 
mid-summer and replant with bigger spaces between the bulbs. If you know or suspect 
that you don’t have enough of them, you can save waiting a whole season to plant 
more, by planting in pots in the autumn and then planting into spaces that become 
obvious at flowering time.

You can still plant lilies and gladioli for the coming season but beware of buying 
bulbs that have been stored somewhere too warm in the shop or garden centre and 
are dried out and shrivelled.

Try planting gladiolus callianthus (acidanthera). When in flower in late summer, 
they have a heavenly scent, particularly in the evening so site them somewhere you 
can take advantage of this. They do need to be planted as early as possible because 
they have a long growing season. Ideally, plant them in containers and bring them 
on in the greenhouse.

Whilst speaking of greenhouses, if you have one, you can sow seeds of annual 
flowers for planting out later and vegetables such as aubergines, peppers and tomatoes 
(in that order), but beware of low temperatures.

By now you should have completed any fruit pruning, as buds will be starting 
to burst. If you have moved any soft fruit bushes during the winter, make sure the 
ground around them is firm, as March winds may rock and loosen them. If you are 
planting bare-rooted hedging shrubs, this is the end of the time during which it 
should be done.

Flowering shrubs in bud, such as camellias will need protecting from hard frosts 
with fleece or some such material. What damages them most is early morning sun 
on the buds, after overnight frost. The rapid rise in temperature ruptures cells in the 
flowers and they go brown instead of opening.

If you should be planting new roses, bare-root, or from pots, remember they can 
be pruned before planting to avoid disturbing them afterwards.

It is quite likely that your lawn will look as though it could do with a trim. If you 
do cut it, don’t set the mower too low as if it is very short, subsequent frost may scorch 
it. If you have plans for a new lawn, prepare the ground now and lay turf or sow seed 
at the beginning of April.

On easily workable soil or in raised beds, you can start sowing successional 
vegetable crops, such as lettuces, beetroot and carrots but be prepared for some to 
‘bolt’ if we have more cold nights.

I think I have exceeded my allotted space so I had better finish!
Adrian Hutchison
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Thought for the Month
Ars Moriendi…
In Mark gospel (chapter 6) we are given a gruesome account of John the Baptist’s 
sudden death. John was a close relative of Jesus and Herod’s drunken and brutal 
murder must have dominated the minds of everyone in his realm. What will Jesus do 
now? Mark tells us that his friends ‘gathered around Jesus’ (Mark 6:30). This speaks 
of their solidarity, their fear of the unknown (what is this murderous tyrant going 
to do next?) and their need to work out a collective response. The assassination of 
the Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi and the world’s puzzled response is - to some 
extent - a modern parallel to the ancient story.

Thankfully, few of us have to personally face extreme acts of violence and murder. 
Yet, death and dying is all around us. The art of dying well (ars moriendi) was a topic 
often discussed during the 14th and 15th century. In essence these were little self-help 
manuals produced to help the dying and for those who cared for them. Today many 
say: ‘I want to die in my bed while I am asleep. I just want to go out suddenly, like a 
light.’ Yet, if we go back 400 years most people would have considered a sudden and 
unexpected death as the worst possible way to die. ‘For them to be catapulted into 
eternity with no chance to prepare yourself, no chance to say goodbye, no chance 
to ask for forgiveness or to ensure your loved ones were provided for, no chance to 
prepare yourself to meet your Maker – what a terrible way to die.’ (John Wyatt)

A few months ago I sat next to a dying person. Just a few weeks ago my wife 
attended the funeral service of her aunt. Every November we remember the slaughters 
of the World Wars. So much death. But how can we talk about it? Would you be 
comfortable to talk about the art of dying well?

‘When we are dead, and people weep for us and grieve, let it be because we touched 
their lives with beauty and simplicity. Let it not be said that life was good to us, but, 
rather, that we were good to life.’ (Jacob P. Rudin)

Paul Spanning 
Minister of Crickham Baptist Church

Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Wedmore men have continued their games in the County League 
First Division. At home against Clarrie Dunbar, A Birch, J 
Runciman, R Newell and C Moss were always in front and had 
a lead of 14 shots by end 7. Clarrie chipped away at this, winning 
several ends, but couldn’t get back on terms. Wedmore went on to win 22-17. The 
other rink at home were well in the game without managing to take the lead and were 
just one shot down at end 16. Wedmore won four of the last five ends but dropped six 
shots on end 18 to lose 19-22. Away, J White, B Back, R Thurkettle and D Nicholls 
lost the first end but after this were always in the lead. The Wedmore men won 14 
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from 21 ends and finished impressive 31-11 winners. The other away rink led for the 
first half of the game but conceded a 6 on end 13 and finished 15-23. Wedmore won 
the match by 87 shots to 73 taking 12 from 16 points.

The second County League match was played against a very strong Illminster team. 
At home the game was initially very tight and after 15 ends the scores on both rinks 
were tied 16 all and 11 all. Unfortunately, Illminster pulled away on both rinks with 
Wedmore losing 19-24 and 17-21. Away both games were very close with the result 
undecided until the final few bowls. A Birch,

J Runciman, R Newell and C Moss led until they were caught at end 14. The lead 
then changed hands a few times. Playing the last end, Wedmore were one shot up on 
the game score but Illminster were holding two shots when C Moss trailed the jack to 
score 3 for Wedmore and win by 20-16. On the other rink, D Collins, D Brown, K Pettit 
and S Healey started well but were overtaken on end 4. The match remained tight with 
Wedmore 16-19 down at the start of the last end. Illminster were holding two shots 
on the end when the Wedmore skip, S Healey, fired the jack into the ditch to score 3 
and earn a 19 all tie. Wedmore lost the game by 75-80 but picked up 3 points from 16.

The men have also played in the County Double Rink competition. At home in 
the first round against Taunton Deane, D Collins, K Pettit, D Nicholls and E Payne 
scored a ‘hotshot’, a maximum 8, on the first end. After 14 ends Wedmore had a 9-shot 
lead but Taunton scored 11 shots in the last seven ends to earn a tie 20 all. Away, A 
Birch, R Barron, R Newell and C Moss were 9-12 down after 10 ends but won eight 
of the remaining 11 ends including scoring 3 on end 17 and 5 on end 19. This gave 
them a 24-19 win with Wedmore taking the match 44-39. Wedmore played Street in 
the next round but lost on both rinks.

Regular friendlies have continued to be played at weekends and club competitions 
are moving into the final stages. Indoor bowling will continue until the end of March 
with club finals being played on Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March. The outdoor 
green will open on Saturday 13 April (weather permitting). New bowlers are always 
welcome at the club and coaching is available.

Sandra Moss

Wedmore Tennis Club
Veterans
The Veterans A team have had a lot of very good and enjoyable 
tennis against strong opposition involving some lengthy third set tie breaks.

So far the overall standing is three matches won and one lost with one unfinished match.
Well done to all who have been playing.

Coaching
Adults coaching classes include Cardio tennis 9-10 am Wednesday morning.

• Rusty rackets 10-11 am Wednesday mornings.
• Ladies coaching 10.30 am -12 noon Fridays. Also, adult coaching available on 

Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
• Juniors from 3 years + Tots to Performance and girls squad training are 

underway.
Please see the website for details.
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Easter holiday coaching
A coaching schedule is currently being prepared, please see the website for details 
or telephone Head Coach Craig on 07546230727.

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
January, a month for putting the excesses of Christmas behind us and 
getting out in the fresh air and for once, until a wintry blast at the end 
of the month, the weather played ball. Main focus was on the two winter 
leagues which are moving towards their conclusions. In the Seniors event, 
John Stent had the best score of the day, 44, which also moved him to 
the top of the cumulative league tied with Martin Olive on 111. These 
are followed by Bill Lander on 110 and Tony Roe and Graham Ward on 
109, so an exciting finish is ensured in February. In the January round there were 
divisional wins for Geoff Fisher and Phillip Springfield.

In the main club competition, Club Captain Kev Osman and Tom Smith both scored 
42 points in division 1 which moved Kev to second place overall but he is still 5 points 
behind leader Richard Macarthur. Bobby Jones is a further shot back followed by 
Brian Fry and Tony Rymell, this last due to a fine 41 which was good enough to win 
division 2 in the January round. Tony Hoskings won division 3 on countback from 
Roger Harding after they both scored 40. In the Ladies’ competition, Cathy Olive 
has now taken a commanding lead ahead of Janet Robson.

An additional problem as players returned after Christmas was a new set of rules 
to master, if indeed they had ever mastered the old ones. More tricky for the Seniors 
was inputting their scores correctly as they played a nine-hole Bowmaker but the 
actual nine holes they were playing was only revealed after they had played the whole 
course. This introduced an element of chance but generally this never compensated 
for not playing well. Roy Tomlins had the best score of the day, winning division 2 with 
25 points, more than some people scored on all 18. This put him 4 ahead of second 
placed John Rogers with Chris Monks another point back in third. Brian Webber won 
division 1 with 22, just one better than Martin Easton with Mike Garbutt another 
point back in third. An equally close finish to division 3 saw Peter Rutter win on 21, 
just ahead of Trevor Stone on 20 with Clive Warren-Smith third on 19.

Despite the dismal weather there was a good turnout for the first Stableford of 
the New Year including a good number of ladies. Jane Prosser had the best score of 
these, 39, to win by 4 points from Abi Moore with Sue Edwards a point back in third. 
Terry Edwards went two places better than his wife, winning division 1 with 41 points, 
4 ahead of Richard Ham, but Simon Moore was a place worse than his daughter, only 
claiming third place with 35. A blanket finish to division 2 saw Max Grant winning 
by a single point with 39 whilst the next three players all scored 38. Countback gave 
second place to Mike Garbutt ahead of Andy Favell and Dom Smith. There was a 
similar finish to division 3 with John Vowles on 37 winning by a point from Liam Cann 
who beat David Bates on countback.

The seniors were in good form for their Stableford with some excellent scores. 
None were better than John Bussell who won division 3 with a brilliant 44 points. This 
put him 3 clear of runner-up Chris Pearson who scored an excellent 41 points. Clive 



34 March 2019

Warren-Smith took the third prize on 39. John Vowles was another player in good 
form, winning division 2 with 42 points which was still only one better than David 
Nelson in second place. David Coggan took third spot on 38. A very close finish to 
division 1 saw Gordon Kendall win with 39 which was just one better than a group of 
four players. Countback as usual was required and gave second place to David Taylor 
and third place to Michael Cowie.

The Ladies are still playing just nine holes and chose an American Greensome as the 
format. Sue McDonald and Jennifer Fell took first place with 21 points which put them 2 
points clear of Cathy Olive. A tight finish for the other places saw Margaret Rogers and 
Alison Owen claim third place on countback from Karen Barnett and Debbie Ramsell.

There were very miserable and windy conditions for the first mixed Greensomes. 
Chris Monks and Jennifer Fell, winning for the second time in a week, were the only 
pair to beat par with 37 points. Roy Tomlins and Sue Hughes took second place on 
countback from Debbie Monks and Mark Earwaker after both finished with 34 points.

Prizewinners from the mixed Greensomes

Tony Biggs

Church News
World Day of Prayer Service – Friday 1 March Change of Time
This year it is the turn of Wedmore Methodist Church to host the service for the 
Wedmore Group of Churches on Friday 1 March at 2.30 pm.

The inter-denominal service, prepared this year by the women of Slovenia and entitled 
‘Come – Everything is Ready’, is open to all and everyone will find a warm welcome.

Wedmore Methodist ladies have kindly invited all who attend to share refreshments 
after the service in the schoolroom.
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‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 19 March, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the 
Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be 
found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: -

Elsie Josephine Millard (known as Josephine) and formerly of Allerton who 
died on 6 January aged 80 and whose funeral took place at Allerton Church on 23 
January 2019.

Henry Charles Neads of Cocklake who died on 18 January aged 84 and whose 
funeral took place at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 5 February 2019.

Kathleen Durston (known as Kate) who died on 12 January 2019 aged 74 and 
whose funeral took place at Wedmore Methodist Church 1 February 2019 followed 
by a committal at Allerton Church.

Moira Davies who died on 22 January 2019 aged 87 and whose funeral took place 
in St Mary’s on 6 February 2019.

Mothering Sunday
All are welcome to our churches on Sunday 31 March 2019 for special services to 
mark Mothering Sunday. All services then will be all age services. Flowers will be 
given to all mothers.

Church Electoral Roll
St Mary’s, Holy Trinity and Christchurch all hold a list of members called an electoral 
roll. This is effectively a membership list although it simply entitled someone to vote 
at the church annual meeting and stand to be a member of church council. Every few 
years, this list is completely renewed, so even if you have been a member for many 
years you will still need to reapply. The process has been underway for a little while 
so if you consider yourself a member of one of our churches then please do pick up 
an electoral roll form as soon as possible and return completed forms to the box in 
church. The points of contact for each church are Donald Gaudoin for St Mary’s, 
Elizabeth Coulter for Christchurch and David Sisson for Holy Trinity.

Messy Church
Saturday 9 March 3.00 - 5.00 pm at St Mary’s

• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a 

God of creativity and to give people a chance to play together.
• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating together
• is returning to the Isle ofWedmore on Saturday 9 March 3.00 - 5.00 pm in St 

Mary’s church.
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The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around 
the theme of ‘Earth Stars Space,’ a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the 
family, whether or not you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and 
invitations later in the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know 
more or look at www.messychurch.org.uk

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45 am 
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday  3 Next before Lent 11.00 am Farewell Service for Revd Joy 

Hawes
Wednesday  6 Ash Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion
Saturday  9  3.00 pm Messy Church
Sunday 10 Lent 1 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 17 Lent 2  8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Morning Prayer
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 24  Lent 3 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 31 Mothering Sunday 10.30 am Family Service

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 Next before Lent  No Service
Sunday  10 Lent 1 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  17 Lent 2 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24  Lent 3  No Service
Sunday 31 Mothering Sunday 9.00 am Family Service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Next before Lent  No Service
Sunday 10 Lent 1 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 17 Lent 2 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Lent 3 11.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 31 Mothering Sunday 11.00 am Family Communion

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Next before Lent   No Service
Wednesday 6 Ash Wednesday 8.00 pm Benefice Communion
Sunday  10 Lent 1  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  17 Lent 2  9.00 am Morning Prayer

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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Sunday 24 Lent 3  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 31 Mothering Sunday  9.00 am Family Service
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am - Morning service. We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones. Communion on 3 March.
Every Wednesday 10am - 12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come 
for coffee/tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. All 
free of charge. We have good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30 - 9.15pm. We run two youth groups for school 
years 6-8 BBC1 and years 9+ BBC2.
Thursday 21 March - 7pm Oddments Theatre presents ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’.
For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@
bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday 3  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 10  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 17  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 24   10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 31  10.30 am Morning Family Service – 

Mothering Sunday

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30 pm
Sunday School:  10.30 am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
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Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for 
changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal 
taxi service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the most 
convenient place - usually outside your own house. Travel is free if you have a current 
bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare very favourably with alternative forms 
of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. For example, the 50-mile round trip 
to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631
Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471
Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471
The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 

710759
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Wedmore Street Fair – 
2019 Booking Form
C/O Gareth Gosling, Applewood, Mutton Lane, Wedmore BS28 4DS 
or gareth.gosling@btinternet.com.

I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on Saturday 6 July 2019. 
Charities £17, local groups & societies £22 , commercial stalls £40.

I do/ do not require a table at an additional £3.

Name:____________________________________________________

Organisation / or type of stall:

__________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Tel no: ____________________________________________________

Email address (obligatory):

__________________________________________________________

for receipt & stall details:

__________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for: £_____________________________________
made payable to Wedmore Street Fair or BACS to WSF account: 
Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 24297168.

Signed:_______________________________________________________
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Crossword 23 Answers
Across: 1. Silhouette 6. Chic 9. Tenet 10. clergyman 12. Lump sum 
13. ensue 16. Innings 17. line-out 18. exhumed 20. rooster 22. Blini 
24. amasses 25. spice-bush 28. Geese 29. numb 30. Large scale

Down: 1. Sett 2. lanoline 3. Ottoman empire 4. Encases 5. Thermal 7. Humus 
8. Conjecture 11. Greenhouse gas 14. River basin 18. Dracula 19. Road hog 
20. Tessera 22. Idiom Fete

Apologies for the mistake last month.7 down was emptied not encored.
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1 - Fri World Day of Prayer Service 2.30pm Methodist Church
2 - Sat St Mary’s Fairtrade Cafe 9.30am - 12noon St Mary’s Church
4 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 

Green Wedmore 8.00pm The George 
Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall

5 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George

6 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH
8 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Mic 8.00pm The Panborough Inn
9 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom Work Party 9.30am The George 

Messy Church 3.00 - 5.00pm St Mary’s Church
10 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Blackford VH
11 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 

Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall
12 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH
13 - Wed Blackford Cafe 2.00 - 4.00pm Blackford VH 

Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club
15 - Fri Coffee and Chat 10.30am Methodist Church
17 - Sun Theale Film Club “Christopher Robin” 6.30pm Theale VH
18 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 

Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall
19 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George
20 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Club50 tea 2.30pm Masonic Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

21 - Thurs Wedmore WI 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Oddments Theatre “Pilgrim’s Progress” 7.00pm Bagley Baptist Church

22 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - open mic evening 8.00pm The Panborough Inn 
Theale Flower Shiw Quiz Night 7.30pm Theale VH

25 - Mon Wedmore Knitting and Quilting Group 9.30am The Scout Hut 
Wedmore Bridge Club 6.45pm Masonic Hall

26 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club 10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Gardening Club talk by Don Everitt 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George

27 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore Golf Club 
Wedmore Harvest Home 8.00pm The George 
Annual Parish Assembly - talk by Dr Dennis Briaris 7.00pm Masonic Hall

28 - Thurs Isle of Wedmore Society talk entitled “Catching the Sun” 7.30pm Masonic Hall 
Dame Edna’s “Big Night Out” 7.30pm Wedmore VH
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29 - Fri Dame Edna’s “Big Night Out” 7.30pm Wedmore VH
30 - Sat Mr Punch’s Folk Club - Open Folk Day 12 noon -10.30pm Panborough Inn 

Clash of the Choirs 6.30pm St Mary’s Church 
Dame Edna’s “Big Night Out” 7.30pm Wedmore VH

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am + 8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Pilates 11.00am The George  Georgie 07976 254887 
Art Group 2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford 01749 712522 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm  Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm  Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am + 8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Chair Yoga 10.00am The Swan Inn + Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07775 682231

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique 9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.00pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30 - 11.30 Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 3.45pm Bristol Ballet Centre + ashermann99@hotmail.com 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes) 9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page 01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663
+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish March 2019
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