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WEDMORE £595,000
A charming Grade II listed property which has been extensively refurbished throughout, whilst retaining many original features. Dating back to the late 1700's, the house is in
the heart of the village with stunning views. Two well-proportioned reception rooms at the front, and one to the rear. A modern extension to the rear created a stunning
'Artisan' Kitchen (John Lewis of Hungerford), with French doors out onto a sunny courtyard. Pantry/Utility room and a downstairs WC. A lovely family bathroom, three double
bedrooms, one with an en suite shower room.  In addition to the picturesque front garden, plans have been created by a Chelsea Flower Show award winner for the courtyard
and garage area outside space. Garage and off-road parking. The architect has advised there is an opportunity for further development, (STPP).

BADGWORTH £575,000
An 18th century detached cottage set in a private plot thought to measure around a third of an acre. Dating back to circa. 1765 and updated and improved over the years by
the current owners. Backing on to open fields with views, this charming family home will suit buyers looking for a decent size plot with no immediate neighbours. The ground
floor includes a spacious living and dining room with a sitting room leading off. There is also a kitchen, utility area and a small study. The first floor has three double bedrooms
and a family bathroom. Attractive gardens surround the garden on both sides and the rear. The well established gardens have a wide variety of fruit trees, mature shrubs and
plants. In addition, there is also a large vegetable garden. Detached garage and workshop as well as ample off road parking.

(555)
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Editorial
Dear Readers
A warm welcome to the October Edition, number 487; or number 3 PC (Post Covid), 
if you prefer. This isn’t the largest edition ever, not even in my time, but hopefully 
one of the best in terms of quality.

Right, I had better start by putting my hand up. Last month I glibly apologised, 
cap in hand, to any of our wonderful traders I may have missed when paying tribute 
to their splendid services during lockdown. Well I am afraid the cap I speak of is 
definitely a Mk1 Dunce’s Cap, because if I had only glanced up from my desk I would 
have seen the corner of the New Inn and that might just have caused a dim 5 watt 
bulb somewhere in the dark recesses of my mind to splutter into life. I am grateful 
to Dr Tim Moreman who has written to remind me of the excellent service Alex and 
Gemma have provided from the New Inn, when they were the only pub to remain 
open whenever they could under the Government restrictions. Indeed, remembering 
back to the long days in May / June when I had decorated myself to a standstill, being 
able to walk across the road and pick up a what I would describe as a ‘lamb shank to 
die for’ was one of the few joys during those difficult times. So I fully endorse Tim’s 
words and apologise to them both for not recognising this until now.

Deadline for November Edition: 1 October 2020
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (710637) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons 
does not want your entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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OK, cap firmly back on. Again, the overriding theme in this Edition is that 
Wedmore is definitely open and almost back to its vibrant self. Congratulations go 
to the organisers on the success of the inaugural Theale Virtual Show. If you thought 
that the small matter of a Global Pandemic might stop the Turnip Prize; oh, come 
along now, it’s time to connect to your inner Tracey Emin again. Pantomimes are being 
cancelled all over the country, right? Oh no they’re not!!! Well not here in Wedmore 
they are not, in fact we have 10 for the price of 1, just to add a touch of spice!!! The 
Village Hall needs a Bookings Secretary and it’s time to get your boxes in for the 
Children’s Society. In Focus on Businesses Erica Sharpe tells us about the effect of 
the lockdown on her jewellery business. Lastly, Sue Gudgeon presents a recipe for 
a delicious Chicken, Rice and Bean Casserole which should be just the ticket for a 
chilly Autumn evening.

Thank you to everyone who contributed, please keep your letters and anecdotes 
coming in. Happy reading and stay safe.

Bill

Front Cover
In these rather turbulent times, I decided to opt for an image that is calm and beautiful. 
This photo of a swan was taken by Helen Jeffery on the Drain on the Blakeway in June.

News
Parish Council Business
The August meeting was once again held via Zoom video conferencing due to the 
ongoing coronavirus issue. Barbara James-Lloyd and David Kirley were welcomed 
as newly co-opted members of the Council. That still leaves a vacancy for Wedmore 
and Blackford Wards.

Members discussed the formation of a safe cycle route between Wedmore and 
Blackford School and further research was needed. Road improvements at the top 
of Billings Hill were also discussed with a possibility of a joint funding arrangement 
with the County Council. There was concern about the high cost of water usage at 
the allotments which the Chair of the Allotments Committee was looking into. All 
plots were now let and alternative ways of obtaining water, including a bore hole 
were being considered.

Members were informed that a former resident of the village had left a substantial 
legacy to the Council. The money was being ring-fenced in order that suitable projects 
on which the legacy could be used could be taken under consideration.

Rod Pring, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS284EA 
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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Richard Williams WINDOW CLEANING

 Friendly, reliable and local!  Wash and Reach up to 50ft.
 Windows, doors, conservatories.  Solar Panels.

 Gutters cleaned, cleared and repaired.

   Very competitive prices    Free quotes    Discount for OAPs

PRESSURE WASHING,  DRIVEWAY 
& PATIO CLEANING,   SOFT WASHING

Mobile:  07872 937403 or 01278 671918 
Email:  rwilliams25@hotmail.co.uk

(646)

ccaallll  uuss::  0011993344  228899008899

ee--mmaaiill  uuss::  hheelllloo@@jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

wwwwww..jjaammddeeggaa..ccoo..uukk

DDOO YYOOUU HHAAVVEE TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS??

JJAAMMDDEEGGAA CCAANN SSOOLLVVEE TTHHEEMM  !!!!

CCoonnttaacctt  JJaammddeeggaa ttoo  sseeee  hhooww  wwee  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu..

Jamdega
Making tech easy

For the home and business we can support you with following 
and much more

SSmmaarrtt  AAssssiissttaannttss
SSmmaarrtt  TTVVss

TTeecchh  SSuuppppoorrtt

DDeevviiccee  SSeett  UUpp
SSmmaarrtt  HHoommee

SSmmaarrtt AAnnyytthhiinngg!!

WWiiFFii
IInntteerrnneett

CCoonnnneeccttiivviittyy

Jamdega offers a variety of services to help you 
have great technology that works. 

Remove the hassle and forget the struggle, let 
Jamdega sort the tech. 

(680)

Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)
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Theale Virtual Show 2020
Wow! We’re really pleased to tell you that we had over 120 entries for our Theale 
‘Virtual’ Show held in the first week of September! Normally, on the first Saturday in 
September at our Theale Show, everyone submits real actual entries to our competition 
with typically 160 classes and around 600 exhibits. But of course, that just wasn’t going 
to happen this year!

So, we came up with the idea of a ‘virtual’ competition! We reduced the number of 
classes to 45 and asked competitors to submit a photo of their exhibit with a chance to 
win a £10 spending voucher if they won their section (Children’s, Vegetables, Fruits, 
Handicrafts, Photography, etc). And we got 120 really good entries!

Winners of each class got a certificate and we were able to award a mix of spending 
vouchers to the section winners. Whilst it obviously isn’t as good as a ‘real’ show, 
our competitors entered into the spirit with really inventive exhibits. Thank you to 
everyone who took part and supported Theale ‘Virtual’ Show!

Shall we do a ‘Virtual’ Show again – perhaps in the spring, as well as holding our 
traditional annual Show on the first Saturday in September? Let us know by email 
to admin@thealeflowershow.com!

We’ve got our AGM on 16 November and we’re going to see if we can hold a 
socially distanced Harvest Supper in the same month – but we’ll see! Keep up to date 
on our website www.thealeshow.com or follow us on Facebook.

Cathy Butterworth – Show Secretary

Charity Christmas Card Sale – St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
It is with regret that I have to inform you that, owing to the 
ongoing coronavirus, I have cancelled the Charity Christmas 
Card Sale, usually held on the first Saturday morning in 
November, in St Mary’s Church Wedmore. It is especially sad 
because 2020 would have been the 20th anniversary of the sale, 
which was started by Anne Stewart and which, over the years, 
has raised thousands of pounds for more than a dozen registered 
charities, large and small.

All charities have suffered a fund-raising loss this year so, if you are sending cards 
this Christmas, please try and support your favourites, either buying direct or in their 
shops.

Sue Burton

Up-date on Potential Changes at St Mary’s
Villagers may be wondering whether any action is going to be taken following the 
public consultation early in the year when a majority were in favour of replacing some 
or all of the pews with chairs.
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This proposal is interlinked with the need to update the heating system in the 
church and will result in quite an expensive project, so behind the scenes we have 
been working to establish the most cost-effective way of meeting these objectives 
whilst preserving the ambience of our much-loved medieval building.

Some may already have seen the beginning of a small display portraying key events 
in the history of the church and village and this will shortly be enhanced.

Meanwhile quotations have been obtained to install a new heating system and 
this has not been a straightforward exercise. We have involved the Green Group 
who have been most helpful but it has become clear that a pure green solution is not 
currently available to heat a building as large as the church. However, a system that 
is part green with the potential to enhance to being fully environmentally friendly in 
the foreseeable future appears possible.

The Church Council will be asking our architect to draw up plans covering heating 
and re-ordering and these will then be made available for inspection and comment 
by villagers before finalising and submitting to the Diocese for approval.

A further announcement will be made as soon as plans are available in St Mary’s so 
that people can scrutinise them and it is hoped that improvements will in due course 
significantly enhance the benefit of the building to the community which it serves.

Mike Gelder

Keeper of the Fabric

The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser known Turner Prize. 
We will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Sunday 
1 November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible 
to create.

Due to the restrictions around Covid-19, this year’s Turnip Prize 
will see a new and safer format for entering! Entries will ONLY be accepted online, 
please DO NOT post or deliver them to The New Inn.

To enter:
• Email a photo of your entry to theturnipprize@outlook.com
• Please include your name or pseudonym, the title of the entry and a contact 

phone number.
The closing date for entries will be Saturday 14 November, with preliminary judging 

taking place on Sunday 15 November, to shortlist six finalists.
The six finalists will then be invited to send their entries in for final judging. On 

arrival the six finalists’ entries will be sanitised and put on show at The New Inn, 
Combe Batch, Wedmore. BS28 4DU. Final judging will take place at The New Inn 
on Tuesday 1 December and the winner will be announced at 6pm that evening.

For more info visit our facebook page
Trevor Prideaux
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(670)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)
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RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)
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Wedmore Village Hall
The Management Committee of the Village Hall are seeking a volunteer to join the 
Committee as Bookings Secretary. Now that we have been able to reopen the hall to 
users, we are thankfully receiving requests for renting it, not just for the regular users 
such as pilates and yoga, but also for a wedding in 2022!

The role is not necessarily onerous but does require some limited IT ability. It 
involves corresponding by email with potential hirers, updating the online calendar 
and sending out electronically the requests for payment. You will get plenty of help 
and guidance from other committee members and you will also have the satisfaction 
of knowing you are helping in the smooth running of a valued community asset.

If you would like to help, please contact me at simon@mudgley.org
Simon Tomes, Chair, WVHMC

The Paths of Wedmore Need You!
Is there a more undervalued county asset than our unique 6000 miles of 
footpaths across moors, coast and our five hill ranges? (Somerset is the only 
county in England with five hill ranges - can you name them?) Imagine the 
cost of building this network today? Impossible of course, but only £10000 
is allocated for Somerset paths per year!

Why do we need you?
Our Wedmore paths are in a very poor state or worse, dangerous and illegally blocked. 
We need an audit of all our paths. Your participation can vary from simple observation, 
a bit of trimming round stiles as you go, to a full stile and gate rebuild with guidance 
from others, including the rights of way experts at SCC.

Where do we need you?
Wedmore has well used and neglected paths. Some paths have over 50 walkers in 
an afternoon (recently seen at Lascot Hill area) but others are impassable, blocked, 
lost in a forest of maize or forgotten. Every footpath is on the definitive map for you 
to walk and report. All paths need at least one volunteer to adopt and walk them at 
least three times a year to help make them available for all.

When do we need you?
All year round really, but how about a mass ramble? We are planning three big 
community walks per year across the entire Isle of Wedmore that include a stop in 
central Wedmore for you to revive your energy with drinks and cake and report your 
observations, photographs and findings on a big map for the Somerset Rights of Way 
team to collate.

These will be Easter, Autumn and after Christmas feasting in December.
Our first mass ramble is Saturday 24 October. You can start and finish anywhere, 

do any length but you have to make a stop at Wedmore Village Hall between 2-5 
pm with your route observations, ideas, photos to be added to our audit. There will 
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be a team there to put this onto the definitive map and there might even be a demo 
on how to build a stile if you really want to regenerate Wedmore for the two-legged.

There will be tea and coffee and cake and we will follow the hall’s clear advice on 
Covid-19 guidance for gatherings

Please see theisleofwedmore.net for details in early October
In the meantime, why not adopt a path by going to www.somerset.gov.uk/rightsofway.

Shaun Thorogood, Theale Ward Councillor

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and 
with the support of Wedmore Parish Council, here is this month’s 
item relating to our health and wellbeing.

Staying Safe and Social!
Thank you to Kirsten Rushby, our Village Agent, for contributing 
to this month’s item. You can find direct links to all online information by going to 
www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links

Face Coverings
We are all getting to grips with remembering our face coverings when we go out 
and I thought it might be useful to refresh people on where you must wear face 
coverings. Face coverings are now compulsory in a range of public places including: 
shops, shopping centres, retail spaces and supermarkets, public transport, indoor 
transport hubs, banks, building societies, and post offices. The government provides 
full details online, as well as information about people who are exempt from wearing 
face coverings and when you are permitted to remove a face covering when asked. If 
you fancy making one there are four great free patterns available too online.

Staying Connected
The pandemic has forced many of us to be creative in the way we stay connected 
with one another. Carers in particular may have found themselves more isolated 
and struggling as their usual support groups have stopped running. You can find 
connections with other people virtually, and you might be able to find a little respite 
in non-traditional ways, such as joining Facebook groups or virtual forums. This 
month’s Carers Newsletter can be found online and it has lots of ideas of groups 
you could join – whether you are a carer or not! You may find a new way of virtually 
meeting people with shared hobbies and interests. Here’s a few ideas to set yourself 
a little time aside for you:

• The Virtual Village Hall is a programme of themed online activities designed 
to enjoy at home by the Royal Voluntary Service. Lots of online activities can 
be found.

• Home Pamper Session can be found online.
• Online Book Clubs - Good Housekeeping recommends various clubs online.
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C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

(480)

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007) (388)

M.G. CONSTRUCTION
&….

   Building & renovation 

   Roo�ing, carpentry 

   Painting , tiling 

   Bathroom & kitchen �itting 

   Gardening, fencing 

   Groundwork. Landscaping 

Fully insured
Tel  07447046441

Email  markgreenan1986@gmail.com

M.G.	  CONSTRUCTION
&….

èGroundworks	  with	  digger
èHard	  landscaping
èRoofing	  &	  carpentry	  
èKitchen	  installation	  
èFully	  insured	  
è30	  years	  experience	  

07447046441

SCCCCS

(636)(026)
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• Take a mindful moment in nature: Simply sit and enjoy being outdoors, use 
it as mindful relaxation time, listening to the birds and being close to nature. 
Mind.org.uk has tips which can be found online.

• SEED – Creative Lives under Lockdown information can be found online.
• Reading or listening: set yourself up in a comfortable space, with nourishing 

snacks, a cuppa, plenty of water and a good book or audible book

Hydration
Good hydration can assist in preventing or treating ailments such as: urinary infections 
and incontinence, memory or thinking problems, constipation, and dizziness leading 
to falls, and can therefore reduce hospital admissions.

It can be tough to remember to drink enough so here’s a few tips
• Make it social! Take time out to have a cup of tea
• Make sure drinks are available at mealtimes
• Set reminders on your phone to drink every hour
• 1.5 litres a day is what we each should be drinking - make a jug of water of 

that amount and keep it in the fridge and make sure it is gone by the end of 
the day! Add mint or cucumber for added refreshment!

Our Village Agent can now supply you with your very own water bottle for free 
to help keep you hydrated! Information from Caroline Harding, CCS Agent Manager, 
can be found online.

CCS Village, Community & Carers Agents are in our communities across Somerset. 
They help to bridge the gap between isolated, excluded, vulnerable and lonely 
individuals and statutory and/or voluntary organisations which offer specific solutions 
to identified needs. They 
can of fer  advice  and 
support to find local groups 
and activities available in 
our community and help 
us with any queries we 
may have or situations for 
which we may need advice 
and support. Please visit 
www.ccslovesomerset.org.
uk and www.somersetcarers.org 
or call Kirsten to find out 
who can advise you.

Our Village Agent is Kirsten Rushby and you can contact her by phone: 07746 
332897, or by email kirsten@somersetrcc.org.uk

Please go to www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links for links to all relevant sites listed as 
online.
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Memories are Made of This
‘Excuse me,’ I said, as I wound down the car window, ‘are you Tom?’

My fiancée and I had just pulled into the car park of Wedmore Village Hall on 
a rather wet Saturday afternoon to meet someone about hiring it for our wedding 
reception next year.

As we were a little bit late, we wondered if the little man, in a pork pie hat, leaning 
against the wall with his hands in his pockets might be the person sent to give us a 
tour of the venue.

‘It’ll be Dick and Harry next.’ He said in a Midlands accent as the rain dripped 
down from the rim of his hat.

‘We are here to meet someone,’ I said, as politely as possible, ‘about hiring the 
hall for our wedding reception next year, are you on the committee?’

‘Wrong again,’ he said, this time taking his hat off and scratching his head, ‘you’re 
not very good at asking questions are you.’ He put his hat back on and continued to 
stare in the direction of The Swan as if contemplating a pint.

‘No,’ he said, ‘I’m neither Tom or on the organising committee, the wife and I are 
just passing through, she’s in one of those clothes shops.’

As it happens, I had got the name wrong and it was not Tom that we were waiting 
for, but a lady called Glenis instead. Our host took us on the most amazing tour, 
pointing out all that the village hall had to offer.

By the end we were both sure that it was the perfect place to host over a hundred of 
our family and friends next year. It also set us thinking about how we might decorate 
the venue on the day and make memories. My experience, that rainy Saturday 
afternoon, made me reflect again on the powerful connections that places have in 
helping us make memories.

I cannot say I have a huge amount of memories from the lockdown, other than being 
in the same place for a few months, doing the same things day after day. However, 
quite the opposite can be said for my first four months on the Isle of Wedmore, with 
every day and every week filled with new experiences, people, sights and sounds. All 
of which have already given me strong attachment to this area.

And so, as the pandemic eases, at least for now, I am determined to discover more 
places and make more memories.

As we came out of the village hall and said goodbye to our host, we decided to 
have a cup of tea in Nanna Ida’s. As we entered, we noticed a familiar figure sat in 
the corner. His pork pie hat was beside him on the table as he tucked heartily into a 
sausage sandwich.

He looked alarmed as we walked in, and before either of us could say anything, 
he said, ‘Look, I told you I’m not Tom and I’m not on the committee, please let me 
eat my sandwich in peace!’

Sam Healey
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MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, HPD, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

 

Your health and safety are my priority right now 
therefore I am not seeing clients face to face at 

Wedmore Surgery or  
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe. 

However, I am able to see clients online via Zoom 

Online appointments available 
 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias - Panic attacks 
 

MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

 

07887902557 

(647)

B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)

(622)
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J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

(535)

 

 

N Duckett Tree Surgery 

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk  
 

 All aspects of tree work undertaken 
 NPTC qualified  
 Fully Insured  
 11 Years’ Experience 
 Hedge Cutting 
 Garden Clearance 
 Stump Grinding 

 
 

07792042388 
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk 

(637)
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Open Gardens - Weston Hospicecare
On 9 August I held a ‘Succulent Gardens and Plant’ sale in my garden and raised £566 
for Weston Hospicecare. A very big thank you to all who supported and donated. 
Hope to hold another sale next spring.

Ann Hughes

The Children’s Society Box Opening 2020 - Covid-19 Arrangements
Calling all Children’s Society collection boxholders. The annual 
box opening usually takes place on the first Saturday in October 
in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore, to coincide with the Fairtrade 
Coffee Morning. This year, as with so much else, things will be 
different.Please bring your boxes to St Mary’s on Saturday 3 
October, between 9.30 am and 12.00 midday. They will be taken 
elsewhere for counting, paperwork and sanitizing before being 
returned to the church for collection from Monday 5 October. 
If you cannot bring your box on the 3rd, it can be brought to Combe Cottage, Combe 
Batch on Wednesday 30 September or Thursday 1 October.

If you are short of coins in this cashless age, notes or a cheque, payable to The 
Children’s Society, can be submitted instead. However, I do need to have sight of these 
to complete the necessary paperwork so you are not pestered later when chasing up 
‘stragglers’. Many thanks for your co-operation in these strange times.

Susanne Burton 
Co-ordinator, The Children’s Society

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
All sessions are cancelled, we will resume as soon as we get the green light to do so.

Stella Moore, Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282

New Bereavement Support Service Available in Somerset
Somerset County Council has commissioned two leading charities to provide 
bereavement support for people in Somerset in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Somerset Bereavement Support Service will be delivered in partnership by 
end-of-life charity Marie Curie and mental health charity Mind in Somerset.

This service is available to adults and children over 12 years.
If you, or someone you know, is affected by grief or bereavement, and would like 

to talk to someone, please call the Somerset Bereavement Support Service on 0800 
3047 412 (Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm).

IT for the Terrified
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by 
Samsung? Then why not give us a ring and see if we can help?
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We provide help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, computers, and similar 
devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of two hours is tailored to meet 
the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and friendly way, using their own equipment. Our 
volunteer trainers can help with most subjects and can cover android ‘phones, android 
tablets and iPads, iPhones, Windows and Macs. If you are a beginner getting started 
or have some experience and need help with something new, please telephone us 
01934 741751 as appointments are essential. A two-hour session costs £10 but please 
ask if there is more than one of you or you have any other requirements.

We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, Church Street, 
Cheddar, BS27 3RF.

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a answer phone – please leave a message)

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 Or if you have any basic 
skills to share, please get in touch

Focus on Businesses
Many people have been working from home during the Covid-19 pandemic. At the 
Wedmore News that is normal, as we all work from home. However, at the moment, 
I am taking remote working to another level as I am currently in my apartment in 
Switzerland. This does make it a little difficult to do my usual face-to-face interviews 
with local business people. I hope to do a Zoom interview soon so that we will have 
an article for the November edition. Normal interviews will resume as soon as I have 
figured a way to get back to England without spending too much time in quarantine.

In the meantime, I would like to thank those of you who have sent me texts for 
the last few issues. This month, jewellery designer and maker, Erica Sharpe, tells us 
how she has coped during this difficult period.

Liz Sweeney

Jewellery Business Moves 
to Online and Appointments
Along with almost everyone else, the Covid-19 pandemic has brought dramatic 
changes to my business.

Creating and selling products that are classed as ‘non-essential’ meant that I had 
to close my shop and wasn’t under pressure to work. Suddenly seeing cash-flow stop, 
however, is a stressful situation. The events that I was making jewellery for, such as 
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(452)

Wedmore Bed & Breakfast
 

Bright, spacious bedroomswith 
private bathroom. Pretty Garden

 

Peaceful  and relaxing …just a stones throw 
from Wedmore's fantastic  pubs and shops.

For great rates and more information 
 

07557 912 468 
 

sallya.lee@gmail.com 
 
 

(585)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)

(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

(384)

PIANO
LESSONS

Liz May
Cert Ed Music Dip

Songwriting & Recording
Skype piano lessons available

Established in 2002 
100% pass rate

01278 783709

Mobile 07814 284477

(384)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)
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weddings, anniversaries and birthdays, had celebrations postponed, as people, quite 
rightly, focused on what was required to cope with the pandemic. I remained busy 
supporting my family and volunteering for people who were isolating.

Hand-made jewellery work involves many auxiliary processes, such as 
hallmarking, stone setting and engraving. A lot of these are centred around jewellery, 
gemstone and bullion specialists that are located in Hatton Garden, London. The 
jewellery trade is a small and very close-knit group that works on trust and mutual 
help; it is unique way of trading. The trade stopped working completely during 
lockdown, so it was not possible to source any raw materials or services. Gold prices 
rocketed and everyone ‘sat tight’.

Gradually, as lockdown lifted, the jewellery trade returned to work and I was 
delighted to be in contact with my colleagues in London. I arranged to take some 
work up to my stone-setter, and messaged a day or so beforehand to confirm times. 
I was shocked to hear back from his wife, who told me he had contracted Covid-19, 
was in ICU, in an induced coma, and being ventilated. He spent a total of 40 days in 
intensive care, during which time he battled with numerous complications including 
sepsis. Thankfully, he turned a corner, and is now on the road to recovery, but the 
experience has been a sobering one, especially as in the West Country, we have 
been relatively lucky in having low numbers of cases.
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I have had a successful workshop and retail jewellers since 1992 (first in Wells, 
and then in Wedmore), and have always enjoyed working and serving my loyal 
customers, who have frequently become friends over the years. The majority of my 
trade has always been commission work - either making bespoke items to individual 
requirements, or re-making old pieces into new and restoring and repairing items. 
Since getting back to work in June, I have taken my shop online and I now have 
a Covid-safe ‘appointment only’ system to meet customers face to face. From the 
end of September, I will be taking this service to a more permanent setting by 
moving from my shop in the Borough Mall in Wedmore to a new design studio and 
appointment area in the Borough Yard, Wedmore. This will also operate on an 
appointment-only basis.

My jewellery work is being sold online and at several galleries around the area, 
including A2 Gallery in Wells and The Cottage Gallery in The Borough, Wedmore. 
And of course, I’m still here in the village for anyone who requires my jewellery 
designing, making and alteration skills!

Erica Sharpe

Weather Report for August 2020
RAINFALL

 Monthly total 89.6 mm (3.53 ins)
 30-year average 76.0 mm (2.99 ins)
 Wettest day (18th) 24.4 mm (0.96 ins)
 No of dry days 18
 Last 3 months (Jun - Aug)  271 mm (10.7 ins)
 Year ending 31 Aug 2020  964 mm (38.0 ins)
 30-year annual average  805 mm (31.7 ins)

TEMPERATURES

 Maximum (12th) 32.0 °C (90.0 °F)
 Minimum (27th, 31st) 8.0 °C (46.4 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 21.2 °C (70.2 °F)
 30-year average maximum 21.9°C  (71.4 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 12.9 °C  (55.2 °F)

 30-year average minimum 12.0°C (53.6 °F)

COMMENTS
Rainfall 18% above average; temperatures close to normal.

Denley Brown
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Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)

(387)
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800 years ago the monks of
Glastonbury grew grapes on the
south-facing slope of the Isle of
Wedmore. Mowbarton Estate has
revived that tradition with Pinot
Blanc, Pinot Meunier and
Chardonnay vines planted in view
of Glastonbury Tor. Long hours of
summer sunlight, freedom from

frost, and gentle breezes from the
Bristol Channel produce a classic
cool-climate sparkling wine. Made
in the same way as champagne
(hence the long wait as the bottles
mature on the lees), it is softer and
fruitier - like champagne used to
taste before climate change made
the grapes ripen too fast!

To order a bottle (or more!):  info@mowbartonbarn.co.uk / 07919 100455

(592)

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic
We are a Covid friendly private fitness studio in the heart of Wedmore.  

Personal Training on a one to one basis in a your own private gymmnasium 
enviroment.

SPINNING CLASSES have just started.

To make an appointment please contact us on the details below:
Bookings by appointment only.

Treatments that we offer incl ude Osteopathy.  Sports massage.   Soft tissue therapy.  
Remedial massage.  Chronic pain and acute injury treatment.  Sports related 

injuries.  Non-sporting injuries, rehabilitation exercises and gait analysis.  Personal 
training.  Spinning classes.  Yoga classes.

email - jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk
website - www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk
fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic
Jeni (07747798508)  /  Claire (Osteopathy 07376648835)
 

The Cottage @ The George Inn, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB
Parking in the George Inn car park

              Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 

We are a Covid friendly private fitness studio in the heart of Wedmore.   
Personal Training on a one to one basis in a your own private gymnasium environment. 

SPINNING CLASSES have just started. 

To make an appointment please contact us on the details below:
Bookings by appointment only. 

Treatments that we offer include Osteopathy.  Sports massage.   Soft tissue therapy.  Remedial massage. 
Chronic pain and acute injury treatment.  Sports related injuries. 

Non-sporting injuries, rehabilitation exercises and gait analysis.  Personal training. 
Spinning classes.  Yoga classes. 

email - jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 
website - www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic 
Jeni (07747798508) 

Claire (Osteopathy 07376648835) 

The Cottage @ The George Inn 
Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

Parking in the George Inn car park 

(681)
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Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore WI
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we are still unable to hold meetings. As 
soon as we are able to, members will be contacted with the details. In the 
interval, our subscriptions will carry on until 1 April instead of 1 January.

We look forward to being together again, till then take care of 
yourselves.

Diana Rocky

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The latest winners in the monthly draw are Archie, c/o Thelma Jenkin-Jones, and 
Bill Sutton (Editor’s Note; Yeah!!!).

Congratulations!

Isle of Wedmore Society
Hopefully the coronavirus period of lockdown and restricted 
life is starting to ease. It thus seems an appropriate point to 
perhaps update Parishioners on who we are and what we do. 
Essentially our society’s aim ‘is to promote interest in and 
care for the conservation, beauty and attractive features of the 
Parish of Wedmore’ and we hope to achieve this by holding 
monthly meetings and by ‘keeping an eye open,’ especially on new developments 
within the Parish.

Monthly Meetings
We normally meet eight times a year on the evenings of the fourth Thursday of January 
to May and September to November in the Masonic Hall. This year, though, we could 
only hold the January and February meetings. Our meetings include not only a talk 
of interest but also the chance for members and visitors to socialise after the meeting 
with a cup of tea or coffee. This is just not possible while the present social distancing 
requirement continues, which most probably means no more 2020 meetings (however 
please enter Thursday 28 January 2021 in your diaries!).

Due to unforeseen circumstances the Society now finds itself with a shortfall of 
two important Committee members for 2021, namely a Planning Secretary (who 
studies planning applications made to Sedgemoor District Council) and a Speaker’s 
Secretary (who finds the speakers for our eight monthly meetings). If you feel you 
could be interested in either of these two important posts, please contact the Secretary.

Our Activities
Since February we have been assessing the various new housing developments 
within the Parish and commenting on these, not only to Society members but also 
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to Sedgemoor District Council. Here is an update which may be of interest to all 
Wedmore residents:

Within the Sedgemoor Local Plan, Wedmore as a Tier 2 Settlement, is required to 
have a minimum of 116 new homes by 2032. There are currently four agreed projects 
of which three are now back in build, after a coronavirus shut down, and one has yet 
to start. Those in build are Cross Farm (55 homes), East of the School (35 homes) and 
Westholme Farm (16 homes). The fourth site, Holdenhurst (11 homes) has only got 
as far as an entrance to the site being made. If one adds a further recently completed 
13 individual houses or small developments, then the currently approved total is 130 
homes which is 14 above the minimum required by 2032.

Recently the situation has become complicated by two developers applying for 
Planning Permission and you may well have seen details of these in the Cheddar 
Valley Gazette. The developers are seeking approval for 34 homes at Combe Batch 
and 38 homes north of the school. Both are using their main argument as the need 
for affordable housing.

The Society is objecting to these two new developments on a number of grounds. In 
particular, that Wedmore should be given time to adjust to the arrival of hundreds of 
new people and vehicles which will put considerable pressure on village facilities and 
the new homes with planning permission already exceed the minimum required. Also, 
if there is a need for more affordable housing, it is for 1 and 2-bedroom properties, 
not larger homes.

Overall, the Society feels the village of Wedmore is becoming a small town without 
the infrastructure to support it. The historic character of the village has already 
been changed and not for the better. Permission for these two further developments 
should not be allowed at this time. It is unnecessary and would create a precedent 
for further applications.

We hope that our meetings can get back to ‘normal’ in January. If anyone would 
like further information about the Society please contact the Secretary.

Ian Tomes, Secretary Isle of Wedmore Society

Green Wedmore’s ‘Summertime Front Gate’ Freecycling Weekend
Do you have things you no longer want? Please join in this village 
event on 3 and 4 October by leaving your pre-loved items at your 
front gate for people to walk by and collect for free. Event runs all 
day 9am to 6pm. Unwanted items must be cleared up afterwards 
and please remember to leave pavements and walkways clear.

Further info: greenwedmorev@gmail.com
Please adhere to all current government guidelines on 

Covid-19.
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Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

(688)

Email: welsummerjohn@gmail.com
with your address to receive

a free brochure.

“BULLETPROOF” YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM 
THE NATURAL WAY - PLANT DERIVED 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS

NEW NATURAL PRODUCT CBD OIL
For more information go to link:

www.111direct.com
(630)
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MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Feeling tired, stressed or anxious?
Want to reduce pain, especially from arthritis?
Suffering from ongoing medical conditions?

Need relief  during cancer treatments?

Lift your mood and get a feeling of  wellbeing
Come and experience the benefits of  these holistic treatments

Find out more
 Contact Wendy Rider on 07935 275451 or email wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from Essence Beauty, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB

(685)



October 2020 31

Wedmore Theatre
Four Dames, A Fairy and A Big Bad Wolf
That’s the name of Wedmore Theatre’s Community panto this Christmas. All over 

the country, pantos have been cancelled this year. We think that 
Wedmore deserves to have its own!

It will be a very special panto for these strange times. Our top 
13 actors have volunteered to perform not one single panto, but a 
set of 10 shorter ones, all connected by a magical story narrative 
about a boy, his grandma and some stolen tarts.

With so many different sketches, covering 10 different favourite 
pantos, including Cinderella, Red 
Riding Hood, Dick Whittington, 
Goldilocks, Peter Pan… the list goes 
on, there’s much more scope for the 
usual silly gags and slapstick. This 
is why we need four dames – one 
simply wouldn’t be enough!

And, hot off the press, one of 
our four dames will have come 
halfway around the world to star in 
our village panto! Yes, Dame Edna 
herself will be blessing us with a 
special guest appearance!

And, speaking of slapstick, actors 
will only be let off social distancing 
onstage if they belong to the same 
household. Fortunately, we have a 
number of same-household pairs, 
so we can build in lots of physical 
comic ‘business’ between them. 
Indeed, our strict adherence to the 
social distancing rules for the actors as well as the audience has led to much more 
ingenuity and creativity in devising the gags than we might otherwise have needed!

Wedmore Theatre will abide by government guidance for audiences at these 
performances, that is:

• All tickets to be pre-booked (to control numbers, and seat households together).
• Phase entry and exit, so that seats furthest from the door are filled first and 

emptied last.
• Provide a 1-2m distance between the seating of individuals or household groups.
• Provide hand sanitiser at the entrance.
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• Clean ‘touch surfaces’ (e.g. door handles, seats, and toilet areas) before each 
show.

• Provide as much fresh air ventilation as possible.
• Keep audience contact details for 21 days for possible use by NHS Test and 

Trace.
Performances are on Thursday 26, Friday 27 and Saturday 28 November at 7.30pm 

and on Saturday 28 at 2.30pm.
The entire proceeds of this production will be donated to a good local cause. See 

our announcement elsewhere in this issue.
Tickets are on sale to the general public from 15 October, and are available from the 

Wedmore Theatre Box Office on 01934 743953 or online at www.wedmoretheatre.com
Because of the social distancing rules, ticket numbers are strictly LIMITED – we 

expect only 45 per performance will be on sale – and will be allocated (in ‘household 
groups’ of up to 8 together in a bubble) on a first-come-first-served basis.

For earlier Priority Booking – available now – sign up for our FREE Newsletter 
at www.wedmoretheatre.com and book your tickets NOW to beat the rush after 15 
October.

Wedmore Theatre’s Proposed Memorial to the Late Mary Clark
Mary Clark, who died recently, was a much-loved and appreciated benefactress of 
Wedmore Theatre.

For years she gave us the free use of a number of her large outbuildings at Pill 
Ham Farm, Theale, in which we were able safely to store our extensive collection of 
costumes, props and scenery. She never minded us turning up at all hours to fetch and 
carry vanloads of stuff for our productions, and the only recompense she would ever 
accept was a free ticket to our shows, which she always attended with great enthusiasm.

Wedmore Theatre has spent the last few months exploring a number of ways in 
which we might create a lasting memorial to Mary’s enthusiastic support for local 
drama.

We believe Mary would have wanted us to do something practical, rather than 
‘showy’, and something which will benefit the whole wider community in her memory.

Looking forward to the new post-Covid challenges facing Wedmore Theatre (as well 
as Wedmore Opera, Wedmore Arts Festival and others) in putting on performances in 
the Village Hall, we have had preliminary conversations with Wedmore VH regarding 
the installation of a permanent ventilation system for the building – one which would 
extract stale air from above the audience so that fresh air could flow in from below – 
enabling performances to take place safely without hoping that leaving all the doors 
and windows open would do the trick, which it simply doesn’t.

So, if WVH is able to fund and install an extract system enabling safe live 
performance in the Hall, Wedmore Theatre would like to donate the entire proceeds 
of this year’s pantomime (see above) as a contribution, and as a memorial to Mary 
Clark and her decades of active support of community theatre. The minimum sum 
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““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

(599)
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07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

TRUSTED INSTALLERS OF
Solar PV, Battery Storage,  
Electric Lighting & Power

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

(642)

(654)

(657)

MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)
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donated would be £500, regardless of the panto’s proceeds; and we understand that 
WVH would erect a brass plaque in the Hall recognising this contribution in memory 
of Mary.

We would welcome any comments or feedback from our supporters and the wider 
community on this proposal, and we look forward to hearing whether the WVH 
Management Committee will be able to make this project happen.

Wedmore Theatre

Somerset Choral Society Autumn Programme
As the current Government Regulations for control of the 
Covid-19 Virus still prohibit indoor communal rehearsals 
or a concert in a church this autumn, the Somerset Choral 
Society is continuing with a programme of virtual rehearsals 
using the Internet platform Zoom up to December. 
Rehearsals take place every Wednesday starting at 7.30pm and run until around 9.00pm 
up to Wednesday 16 December (excepting Wednesday 28 October, schools’ half term). 
The Society AGM will be at 7.30pm on Zoom on Wednesday 7 October.

 Somerset Choral Society invites all current and previous members to join them each 
Wednesday this term for this new style of rehearsing and also welcomes singers from 
other choirs and Choral Societies to join them to try it out. In the first instance, please 
contact either their chairman Ginny Waters (01934-824846) or their publicity officer 
Paul Ashmore (01934-843388); the term subscription remains at £43.00 (less than £4.00 
per week). As there cannot be a concert this term, the choir will be using music from a 
choral book called ‘Weddings for Choirs’ that contains 40 pieces from across the choral 
repertoire and members are encouraged to purchase their own copies.

Wedmore Gardening Club
Yet another month has passed and, I’m sorry to say, at the time of writing (end August), we 
are unable to confirm the October meeting will go ahead. Members 
will be contacted by e-mail if the decision is taken to do so after a 
risk assessment has been undertaken.

Luckily the National Trust, RHS and others have opened 
gardens, some with their cafes opened now. We’ve visited some and 
what a joy to be able to do so and go somewhere different for the day.

Fingers crossed there is more positive news for November. 
We hope you’re all well and keeping safe and enjoying your own gardens and our 
beautiful countryside as these difficult times continue.

Wedmore Opera Goers Forthcoming Events
With regret, all trips are cancelled until next spring.
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Cheddar Vale Lions Club News
Cheddar Vale 
Lions Club 
g a t h e r e d 
together on 
S u n d a y  2 3 
August  for 
their first full Club meeting 
s ince February .  Although 
Zoom meetings have kept us 
communicating throughout 
lockdown, it was a real pleasure 
to meet properly and have no 
limit on our discussions.

It was a good opportunity to 
present a cheque to Children’s 
Hospice SW following the 
culmination of the ‘July Duck 
Walk.’ Lion President Keith 
and Lion Jan were delighted 
to present a total of £1,100 to 
Frances Kenneally from CHSW. 
Frances thanked our members 

for such a brilliant effort and stressed how much this will mean to the Hospice in 
providing the care needed for poorly children and their families.
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SHOW HOMES NOW OPEN AT                    
CROSS FARM, WEDMORE

Cross Farm features a collection of thirty-one, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom 
apartments and houses, perfectly positioned to maximise the 

stunning village location. Finished to a high-quality specification, the 
homes feature contemporary open plan living with ample glazing to 

enjoy the idyllic rural views.                                                       

Prices from £295,000 - £750,000
SHOW HOMES OPEN BY APPOINTMENT                          

STAMP DUTY SAVINGS AVAILABLE

Images of Show Home are for illustrative purposes only. Prices correct at time of print.

For more information contact:                                                            
T 01934 806196  
E crossfarmwedmore@acornpg.org                                               
W acornpropertygroup.org

(687)
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(611)

What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.ABTA No. P7465

(345)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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The Club has now discovered the benefits of people being able to donate to our 
work through an online facility, so we have set up a permanent platform through the 
Charities Aid Foundation to enable this to be done at any time. We hope this will 
keep the balance healthy in our charity account to carry on our work and support 
other organisations in the local community. Anyone wishing to make a donation can 
do so through the following link: www.cafdonate.cafonline.org/14071

Lion President Keith presented the Club friendship banner to Frances for CHSW 
and a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ to our Treasurer, Lion Brian Wilson, who has done 
a marvellous job for the Club over the past year.

Finally, Club members had a good chance to discuss any future plans. Unfortunately, 
the Jumble Sale in October has been cancelled as we still have to protect the public 
and our members at this current time. However, we are hoping that we may still be 
able to hold the annual ‘Tree of Light’ in December as this will be an opportunity for 
families in the community to remember their lost loved ones.

Sylvia Cook, P.R. Officer, 
Cheddar Vale Lions Club

RNLI Winscombe & District Branch News
RNLI HQ have advised Fund Raising Branches that 
they may undertake some low-level, permitted, outdoor 
collections plus Covid-safe fundraising events such as 
garden sales and store collections and similar activities 
raising funds in aid of the RNLI. Consequently, the 
Winscombe Branch Committee planned an autumn 
programme that includes some of these activities although local supermarkets and 
garden centres have advised that collections on their premises cannot start before 
January 2021. Look out for small-scale low-key RNLI activities in the area.

All four Somerset Lifeboat Stations remain operational and there have been 49 
‘shouts’ in the last two months of July and August (Burnham-on-Sea – 9 Minehead – 13, 
Portishead – 13, W-s-M – 14). RNLI Lifeguards returned to Burnham-on-Sea Beach 
on 4 July and will remain until September. On Wednesday 29 July both Burnham 
lifeboats were called to assist the Maritime and Coastguard team to rescue a lady who 
was stuck in the mud in waist deep water off Brean Down Slipway with an incoming 
tide; two crewmen entered the water to assist and she was eventually freed and taken 
ashore by the Coastguard team.

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
A wonderful first meeting and – at long last – the all-important handover 
to our new President Nic Lucas. We had waited so long and nothing 
was going to stop this happening, not even the wind. Thanks to the all-
important pre-planning that the current situation requires, 26 members 
of the Club were able to meet in the beautiful garden of Pauline Alvis.
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

(542)

Ace of Spades

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price 

Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or

one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574)



42 October 2020

(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)

AVA
LON SWEEPS

Fully insured chimney
sweeping service for all flues,
wood and solid fuel burners.

01749 676453

gary@avalonsweeps.co.uk

(567)
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Tables at the optimum distance, hand sanitiser everywhere, and a fishing net decorated 
with our signature blue and yellow streamers, we were ready to go! As the picture shows, 
the chain of office was carefully placed in the net by retiring President Angie and Nic 
fastened it round her own neck. Business was kept to a minimum but decisions were made 
about the events for the coming year. It’s very difficult to plan much at present but we’ll 
do our best to continue both the fun and the fund-raising.

Currently, some of us are doing a quiz with donations in lieu of ticket sales. All 
proceeds will be split between this year’s chosen charities, including Weston Hospice. 
Ann Thatcher and Angela Jones proudly showed us the medals they had received 
from the Hospice in recognition of their walk and the £1,330 they raised. We’ve also 
received a letter thanking us for our £10 per person gift voucher to each of 25 Young 
Carers. It is such a shame that they will not now have a weekend away with the chance 
to forget their caring responsibilities.

Thanks to everyone who made this meeting happen, especially Pauline for the 
use of her garden and furniture. She loved the bunch of flowers, although in those 
beautiful surroundings, it was a bit like taking coals to Newcastle!

Wendy Welham

Club 50
Unfortunately, we are still restricted with club activities. This time last year (September 
as I write this) we had a lovely coach trip to Sidmouth on the South Devon coast. It’s 
always a popular day out - not too far and a pretty journey through Devon countryside.

Sidmouth lies on the Jurassic coast and has two separate pebble beaches popular 
with families and all age groups. The members of Club50 enjoy a walk along the 
promenade. Then a quick look in the shops and lunch at the fish & chip shop. If there’s 
time, delicious ice creams are always available before climbing back on the coach.

Hopefully, next year normal service can be resumed!

Cheddar Valley U3A
As lockdown is slowly being lifted, Cheddar Valley U3A 
is cautiously considering how we might restart our groups 
in line with the changing government advice. However, in 
view of our demographic, it is likely to be a slow process. 
But, in the meantime, a number of our groups are already 
communicating via Zoom meetings and keeping things going as much as possible 
and we are still open to new members. We will also continue with our online Speaker 
Meetings and Coffee Mornings aiming to keep our members in touch with each other. 
Because of the changing situation it is advisable to keep up to date by following us 
on our website where you’ll find full and up-to-date details of what we can offer: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/cheddar-valley/welcome
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The Crossword: Number 39
By greendandelion

The Crossword:  Number 39
By greendandelion

Answers at the rear of publication

Across

7 "For tonight we'll merry merry be" is like a 
Range Rover on the radio, (forget the time) 
(4-5)

8 Cover two singers covering five (5)

10 Half eaten food with a semi-solid can pack 
quite a wallop (6)

11 Certain to succeed if re-user gets it right (4-
4)

12 Saw what was taken from metal testing (6)

14 Little Pete devours sex (6)

16 Find it impossible to lean (4)

17 Come out without a top and join in (5)

18 Shop left appalling wine (4)

19 Coming to notice opening (6)

21 Passenger of this vehicle is forever late (6)

24 Martinet trickles over (8)

26 Boiler keelhauled about abstainer (6)

27 Terminal sounds like poetry (5)

28 An entomologist say can make an insect sit! 
(9)

Down

1 Target of inverted and shortened oath (5)

2 Pleasant smelling father replacing the head 
of a traveller (8)

3 Food that is not as cold as it sounds (6)

4 Losing time at fairs but gaining income (4)

5 Biscuit and French meal (6)

6 Manual aid in changing clothes that cling (9)

9 Portuguese litre gets you to third base (6)

13 It's a cinch! (5)

15 Town in Kent that questionably dominates 
(9)

17 Some elements sound as though tea is 
included in three a day (6)

18 Be in two minds about the seat I mended (8)

20 Include poetry in cipher (6)

22 Bank letters enclosure for jess (6)

23 Oblique mark down (5)

25 Marathon people (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25 26

27 28

ACROSS:

7 “For tonight we’ll merry merry be” is like a Range Rover 
on the radio, (forget the time) (4-5)

8 Cover two singers covering five (5)
10 Half eaten food with a semi-solid can pack quite a wallop (6)
11 Certain to succeed if re-user gets it right (4-4)
12 Saw what was taken from metal testing (6)
14 Little Pete devours sex (6)
16 Find it impossible to lean (4)
17 Come out without a top and join in (5)
18 Shop left appalling wine (4)
19 Coming to notice opening (6)
21 Passenger of this vehicle is forever late (6)
24 Martinet trickles over (8)
26 Boiler keelhauled about abstainer (6)
27 Terminal sounds like poetry (5)
28 An entomologist say can make an insect sit! (9)

DOWN:

1 Target of inverted and shortened oath (5)
2 Pleasant smelling father replacing the head of a traveller (8)
3 Food that is not as cold as it sounds (6)
4 Losing time at fairs but gaining income (4)
5 Biscuit and French meal (6)
6 Manual aid in changing clothes that cling (9)
9 Portuguese litre gets you to third base (6)
13 It’s a cinch! (5)
15 Town in Kent that questionably dominates (9)
17 Some elements sound as though tea is included in three 

a day (6)
18 Be in two minds about the seat I mended (8)
20 Include poetry in cipher (6)
22 Bank letters enclosure for jess (6)
23 Oblique mark down (5)
25 Marathon people (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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* Breakfast Served On Weekends 9-11am

* Function Room Available

* Take Away / Eat In Pizza Available On Friday & Saturday Evenings,
 Also Now Available On Monday Evenings As Our Monday Pizza 

Special: Buy 1, Get 1 Half Price 

* Delicious Sunday Roasts Available 12pm-6pm

* Live Music Every Other Sunday from 5pm to 7pm

* 5 Unique Bedrooms

Church Street, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4AB Tel: 01934 712124

For more information visit our new website
www.thegeorgewedmore.co.uk

Offering a fantastic selection of food, wine and good times.
We also have a wonderful function room available.

(445)
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Open 7 days a week:
Mon to Sat – 10am to 4pm
& Sunday – 11am to 3pm

We are next door to Ollie’s Cafe/ Bristol Road 
Brent Knoll, Somerset TA9 4HJ

Email: info@thefrockshop.agency
Call: 01278 760 800

www.thefrockshop.agency
(352)

National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

(602)
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Chicken, Rice & Beans Casserole (Serves 4)

Ingredients
8 chicken drumsticks
½ tsp paprika
Salt & freshly ground black pepper
1 tbsp olive oil
1 medium-size onion
1 medium-size green pepper
1 cup of long grain rice
1 8oz can of tomato puree
1 ¼ cups of water
½ cup pimento-stuffed olives
1 can of chick peas
1 can red kidney beans

Method

1. Remove skin and fat from chicken thighs and sprinkle with the paprika, ¾ tsp salt 
and ½ tsp ground pepper

2. In a frying pan over a medium heat add the olive oil and brown the chicken thighs 
two at a time, remove to a plate as they brown

3. Preheat oven to 375F (190C). Meanwhile, chop the onion and green pepper and 
cook in the drippings from the chicken until tender-crisp. Add the rice stirring until 
rice turns opaque. Add the drained chick peas and kidney beans. Stir in tomato 
puree and 1 ¼ cups of water. Heat to boiling

4. Spoon the rice mixture into a 13” x 9” (or as near as you have) baking or casserole 
dish. Tuck the chicken in the rice. Cover and bake for approx. 30 minutes until 
cooked.

5. Chop olives and sprinkle on top with chopped parsley before serving.

(Note: I admit to removing this recipe from a magazine in the Doctor’s office in 
New York – I think I’ve adapted it into English, but I do use a little more rice than 
suggested).

Sue Gudgeon
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill,
I notice that the new housing developments around Wedmore have been 
built without solar panels. Surely solar panels should be a prerequisite of 
any planning permission being given.

In these difficult times we should surely be taking every opportunity to cut down 
on the use of fossil fuels and it would, of course, be cheaper for a developer to fit solar 
panels during the course of building than for homeowners to have it done after the fact.

Maureen Hughes, The Old Primary School, Blackford

Dear Editor
I am writing to publicly express my huge personal appreciation of the dedication and 
hard work carried out by Alex Herriott and the staff at the New Inn - currently unsung 
local heroes of the Covid pandemic. While the other pubs in the village shut down, 
the New Inn in Wedmore stayed opened over the challenging last few months and 
has been a huge help to the local community: handing out free Easter eggs to local 
kids at the height of the pandemic, fund-raising for the NHS and cooking absolutely 
delicious affordable take-out meals for the local community. This family-run local 
pub - whose publicans have established strong roots in our community since they took 
over the lease - really deserves public recognition for the unflinching hard work and 
dedication they have shown, despite the great financial downturn all local businesses 
have suffered. Service above and beyond.

Well done Alex and thank you!
Dr Tim Moreman

Thought(s) for the Month - 
October 2020
‘I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show; let 
me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.’

Originally written by Stephen Grellet a Quaker Missionary (1773-1855).
Someone passed it on to me in my Autograph Book in the early 1960s. It was quite 

common for young people to have an autograph book in those days. Family and friends 
would write something and sign your book. Often the comments were frivolous – ‘By 
hook or by crook I’ll be first in your book’ – on the first page. Others would write 
something they felt would challenge and bless you, in your growing up.

The internet is our medium of choice these days and there are many words of wisdom 
that we can pass on as we challenge ourselves and others.

I will leave you with one I heard during lockdown. ‘Ruthlessly eliminate hurry from 
your life’ Dallas Willard (1935-2013). I am finding the latter helps me with the former.

Bob Drew, Bagley Baptist Church
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(277)

Sunday Lunch
1 Course £10.95 

2 Course £13.95    3 Course £17.95

Open to the public 7 days a week

 * Breakfast * Lunch * Booking Essential 
* Function Rooms available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)
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(494)

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling
in the comfort of
your own home

for appointments
please call:

07866 732760

01934 750947

(559)

We offer a friendly, professional 
and reliable gardening service 
throughout Wedmore  
and the surrounding area. 
Our gardening expertise covers a 
range of garden tasks, including:

• Garden Maintenance              
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

Wedmore 
Gardens

(591)
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During the lockdown I knitted rainbows to go in my great grandchildren’s keepsake 
memory boxes. Everywhere you went you saw rainbows that children had coloured 
to say thank you to NHS and key workers; they reminded us to stay home to protect 
all the wonderful doctors, nurses, paramedics, carers and all those who kept our 
shops and supermarkets supplied with our food.

It was a very lonely time for a lot of people during the lockdown. Outside my back 
door I have a pebble with the word ‘promise’ on it, painted by one of the children 
from Crickham Sunday School. A few years ago, it was a fun thing to paint a pebble 
and hide it for someone to find. The children left their pebbles by the chapel door 
for anyone to take. I chose the one with ‘promise’ on, as it reminds me every day of 
God’s promise never to leave me alone. He is always with me. The rainbow is also 
a sign of one of God’s promises never to flood the earth again, and that while the 
Earth remains, seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter day and 
night shall never cease. God has promised, he never breaks a promise, always makes 
his word true. Just a few of God’s promises which we can all think about when we 
remember seeing all the rainbows in our windows.

Dulcie Hooper, Crickham Baptist Chapel

Poets’ Corner
Vera’s Verse

The Book of Life

The book of your life

Is an open book

Turn the pages

And have a look.

There must be some moments

Worth recording on a page

To share with others

At 87 years of age.

So one day when your memory is bright

Leave some memories for kith and kin,

Of important facts in your life

Before dementia sets in.

Vera Banwell
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Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
August was a little quieter than July at the Golf Club but there 
were plenty of trophies still on offer, particularly for the Ladies, 
who seem to play for a new trophy each week. There was a major 
disappointment for them however, when the Ladies Open with 160 
players involved had to be abandoned due to thundery rain with only 
a quarter of the players having completed the course. They were back 
a couple of days later though playing for the Queen Elizabeth Cup 
alongside men playing for the King Alfred Cup.

These are scratch competitions with the main prizes for those with the lowest 
gross scores. In the Ladies’ competition, Cathy Olive set the pace returning a steady 
88. This was never quite enough to win and Dawn Chadwick and Shirley Gooding, 
playing together, were left to battle it out. All was close until a disastrous 8 at the 
14th from Shirley saw Dawn move into a three-shot lead which she held to the end, 
retaining the trophy for a second year. Shirley was runner-up with Cathy third. Abi 
Moore had the best nett score 73 again, for the second year running.

In the Men’s competition, Sam Chapman set off early and returned a gross 74 
which was unchallenged until the very last group of the day when Club Captain Tim 
Harris parred his way home over the back nine to also return a gross 74. The result 
was determined by a sudden death play-off and possibly the long wait did Sam no 
favours as he gave Tim a comfortable ride to the title on the first extra hole. Jim 
Vearncombe finished 3 shots back in third, beating Josh Barwell on countback with 
Nick Parker another shot behind in fifth. Graham Clifford claimed the nett prize 
on countback from Dave Myers, both finishing on nett 68, one better than Keith 
Jackson.

The Ladies had started the month playing for another trophy, The Grannies Cup, 
part of their monthly Stableford only open to those with grandchildren. Winner 
this year was Marion Warren-Smith whose score of 38 also won division 2 being the 
only score to beat handicap for the day. Karen Barnett was second in the division 
on 35 with Sue Edwards third. Marlyn Jackson won division 1 with 34, a shot better 
than Judy Cutter with Aileen Robertson a further shot back in third. Division 3 was 
won by Sue James with 35, just holding off Pru Witter with Gay McWhinney third.

They followed this with a Bowmaker with the Team Trophy available for the 
winners. Perhaps it was this incentive which led to some good scoring, particularly 
from Shirley Gooding, Mandy Vearncombe and Maggie Tolchard, who amassed 84 
points. This put them five points clear of their nearest rivals who were Sue Chambers, 
Saybria Sims and Marlyn Jackson who were just a single point better than third 
placed Maggie Dommett, Pru Witter and Sue Spink.
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(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

(370)

MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398) (524)
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(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382
(606)

(635)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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Yet another trophy was on offer the next week, the James Jug being awarded 
to the best medal score by one of the higher handicap players. This was won by 
Ruth Pearson who will not be such a high handicap anymore. Her score of 69 was 
2 better than runner up Sandy Bedford with Janet Robson in third place. Scores 
were not quite so low in division 1 with Sue Painter winning on 73, 2 better than Sue 
Chambers with Shirley Turner in third place. There were good scores and a close 
finish in division 2 with Janis Lawrence beating Ruth Rogers on countback after 
both finished on 71, one shot ahead of third placed Linda Roberts.

Trophies did not stop there as they followed with the Gooding Cup in their 
Stableford. This went to Sue Edwards who had the best score of the day, 33 points 
to win division 3 by 3 shots from Shona Brown with Pru Witter third. Dawn Chadwick 
was the winner of division 1 with 31 points, just 1 better than runner-up Maggie 
Tolchard with Saybria Sims another point back in third. Janis Lawrence had the 
best score in division 2, her 28 points just one better than Mandy Vearncombe with 
Linda Roberts in third place.

Club Captain Tim Harris, who was winner of the King Alfred Trophy, alongside Ladies’ 
Captain Sue Chambers presenting the Queen Elizabeth Cup to Dawn Chadwick.
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The Club Medal and Stablefords proceeded as always with divisional wins for 
Tom Smith, Ian Sentance , Roy Tomlins and Megan Wilde in the Stableford and 
John Wormald, Alex Chetwode, Kevin Bushby and Harriet Lockley in the Medal. 
Harriet Lockley had an outstanding round, playing the course in 4 under par, a net 68.

Mid-month there was an interesting innovation as the Pro Shop themselves 
entered a team in the Texas Scramble. With Stuart Bishop and Sam Chapman 
joining professionals Lee Corfield and Lesley Elkins, they did pretty well, recording 
12 birdies in a nett score of 56.9. However, this was only good enough for second 
place as they lost out on countback to the team of Tom Smith, Rich Vowles, Terry 
Edwards and Andy Wormald. In an incredibly tight finish the third placed team of 
Rich Macarthur, Simon Martin, James Wells and James Cavanagh were just 0.2 of 
a stroke behind on 57.1.

The Seniors were as busy as ever during the month with a series of Bowmakers, 
Medals and Stablefords plus an away day won by Gordon Kendall and the 
reintroduction of some match play, albeit between teams from Wedmore. Lack 
of space precludes more details, perhaps like the Ladies they will have to put up 
more trophies.

Tony Biggs

IOW Bowls Club
The Bowls Bonanza draw took place on 7 September 
with our President, Dennis Stansfield officiating.

The Club is now welcoming the winners of the 20 
free annual memberships and helping them to enjoy 
our fascinating sport.

Our indoor season starts on Monday 5 October - we 
are one of the few clubs to have this indoor facility! It’s a great way to keep active 
during the winter months!

If any reader would like to visit the club, or play bowls with us, please give Steve 
a call on 01749 870987.

Stuart Fisher

Church News
Harvest Festival
One of the high points in the church’s year, 
particularly in a rural area, is when we come 
together to give thanks for another year’s 
harvest. The churches are always abundantly 
decorated; the favourite old harvest hymns 
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Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  It is so lovely to have already welcomed back our customers  

With our Garden opened for Café customers in July, 
our fabulous new Garden Room extension is also now open.

Come and enjoy both our Garden Room and Garden. The Garden Room will 
serve only Light Lunches between 12.00-2.30pm  - so booking is advisable.  

(Due to space restrictions, there will only be space for 12 customers.)

Once our Café is fully up and running we are planning a 
great 2 or 3 course lunch for our Garden Room (12.00-2.30pm)

The Garden Room will be also available for private evening The Garden Room will be also available for private evening 
functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.functions when restrictions allow.  Please call to discuss.

The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB  
www.pumpkinwedmore.co.uk - Tel: 01934 713 289

(380)
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ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

Dimity Button
Creative Soft Furnishings
Exclusive Continental single and 
double width fabrics on the roll

Affordable bespoke making up service – my fabric or yours.

Measuring Service
How to Make workshops

10 The Borough Mall, Wedmore BS28 4EB
Email: julie@dimitybutton.co.uk

Tel: 01934 708953

www.dimitybutton.co.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 

10am -4pm,  Saturday 10am-12.30pm

Butt   n
Dimity    

Creative So� Furnishings

(625)

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)
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are sung; produce is brought to church, offered and then given away to charity 
as a symbol of our response to God’s generosity; we remember those in parts of 
the world where the harvest is poor; and then often food is shared at a lunch or a 
supper. Harvest this year is still an important part of our calendar, however I hope 
that you understand that our plans are somewhat fluid as organising any events is 
still problematic.

This year harvest will have a special resonance as it will be an opportunity to 
gather up the harvest of these last strange and turbulent months, for good or bad, 
and that which we have lost and that which we have gained.

So, whether you are a farmer, an allotment holder, a gardener or simply someone 
who wants to give thanks for the harvest, do come along to one of our churches. 
Each celebrates harvest in its own special way and on a separate date, so there are 
plenty of opportunities to join in.

4 October 10.30 am St Mary’s Wedmore:
Harvest Festival Family Service. There will be a harvest lunch ‘at home’. Please see 
our website or call Heather Hector on 712478 for more information.

11 October 11.00 am Holy Trinity, Blackford:
Harvest Praise followed by Harvest ploughman’s lunch takeaway. (All are welcome; 
please call Sue Painter on 712528 if you would like to register for your ploughman’s )

20 September 11.00 am Christchurch, Theale:
Harvest Festival Communion followed by a bring your own picnic lunch in the 
orchard behind the village hall if fine. (All are welcome, but please call Mrs Mary 
Hatch or Elizabeth Coulter 712 144 if you would like to come to lunch)

4 October 9.00 am Allerton Church:
Family Service & Harvest Festival. As usual people will be invited to bring gifts of 
non-perishable foods together with toiletries or donations towards the Cheddar 
Food Bank. Please note that social distancing guidelines mean that churches can’t 
sit as many people as usual, so if you are hoping to come along, please do contact 
us beforehand via an email to stmarywedmore@gmail.com so that we can make 
sure that we can accommodate everyone.

Messy Church Returns
Saturday 31 October 3.00 - 4.00 pm at St Mary’s

• is a way of being church for families 
involving fun

• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible 

stories, to reflect a God of creativity.
• is about hospitality.
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• is returning to the Isle of Wedmore on Saturday 31 October (Halloween) 3.00 
pm -4.00 pm in St Mary’s church

We are still working out the details at the time of going to press, but we are looking 
forward to welcoming families back once more. As it is Halloween, our theme 
is ‘Light Up the Darkness’. Please look out for posters and our notice board for 
details.

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 20 October, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities.
Details of timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to 
join him at any of the stops.

All Souls Service - Sunday 25 October at 3.00 pm at St Mary’s 
church
Our annual service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for those whose funerals we 
have taken over the past year or so seems even more important this year. Lighting 
a candle for those that we have loved but see no longer will have greater resonance. 
Relatives of those whose funerals we have taken during the year will 
be invited but the service is open to anyone. In order that we can 
accommodate everyone this year it is important to let to the vicar 
know in writing or if there is anyone whose name you wish to be 
remembered at the service.
We hope to be able to offer a cup of tea and a slice of cake 
afterwards. Traditionally the church sets aside 2 November, All 
Souls Day, to remember those countless ordinary people who have 
gone before us and whose memory we cherish. This comes the day after All 
Saints Day when the church remembers those many extraordinary men and 
women whom we think of as saints.

The service will be a chance to remember those dear to you who have recently 
died (whose names will be read out at the service), to meet with others who are also 
bereaved and to express our Christian faith in resurrection and the hope of God’s 
kingdom.

There will be a separate service for the village of Allerton also on Sunday 25 
October at 3.00 pm.

Special Services for Remembrance Sunday - Sunday 8 November
Remembrance Sunday has become increasingly an important occasion in the life of 
the nation and our local community. Over the past few years, over 350 people have 
gathered in St Mary’s to honour the freedom bought by the sacrifices of the World 
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Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)
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War generations and to remember those who gave their lives. As we make our way 
through this current crisis, clearly the same numbers cannot be accommodated safely 
in church.

A community-wide group had been planning a 
commemoration outside, around the war memorial, but 
the breaking news of the government guidelines about 
numbers who can gather outside means that Remembrance 
Sunday Service this year will also most certainly be online 
with a small ceremony around the memorial, both on 
Remembrance Sunday and on 11 November.

There are a number of imaginative ways that we can still 
mark this important occasion, including inviting children 
to paint poppies to put in their bedroom windows as they did with rainbows earlier 
in this year; and encouraging every household to step outside just before 11 o’clock 
that Sunday for the two minutes silence.

Please look on the various village Facebook pages as well as  www.theisleofwedmre.net 
or www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/ from early October to see how you can 
get involved either online or in person.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

David Hodges of Manor Lane, Wedmore, who died on 24 July 2020 aged 77 and 
whose funeral was at Mendip crematorium on 10 August 2020.

Frederick Boulton (known as Dick) of Back Lane, Chapel Allerton, who died on 
29 July 2020 aged 81 and whose funeral was at St Mary’s Church on 20 August 2020.

Weddings
What a delight to be able to celebrate the first weddings in Isle of Wedmore since 
lockdown. Congratulations to Mark and Katy (nee Copper) Graham, who were 
married at Allerton church on Friday 21 August.

Congratulations to Sam and Jo (nee Mackinnon) Gibbs, who were married at St 
Mary’s church in Wedmore on Saturday 22 August.

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Everyday excluding Sunday there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our facebook 
page www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/

Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
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Sunday 4 Trinity 17 10.30 am Harvest Festival

   6.00 pm Start the Week

Sunday 11 Trinity 18 10.30 am Parish Communion

   6.00 pm Start the Week

Sunday 18 Trinity 19 8.00 am Communion BCP not on rota

   10.30 am Morning Prayer

Sunday 25 Bible Sunday 3.00 pm All Souls service (See 
Allerton for morning service)

Saturday 31 All Hallows Eve 3.00 pm Messy Church

Holy Trinity Church

Sunday 4 Trinity 17 9.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 11 Trinity 18 11.00 am Harvest celebration service 
and event

Sunday 18 Trinity 19 9.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 25 Bible Sunday  No service – see Allerton

Christchurch, Theale

Sunday 4 Trinity 17 11.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 11 Trinity 18 11.00 am Morning Praise

Sunday 18 Trinity 19 11.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 25 Bible Sunday  No service – see Allerton

Allerton Church

Sunday 4 Trinity 17 9.00.am Harvest Festival

Sunday 11 Trinity 18 9.00 am Parish Communion

Sunday 18 Trinity 19 9.00 am Morning Praise

Sunday 25 Bible Sunday 9.00 am Benefice Communion

   3.00 pm All Souls Service

We are open for public worship and are delighted to be able to invite people back 
to join us at all of our four churches (Allerton; Christchurch Theale; Holy Trinity, 
Blackford; and St Mary’s, Wedmore).

Our worship will continue to be offered online. At least one of our Sunday services 
each week is recorded and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. There is 



64 October 2020

a daily prayer on Facebook Live 9 am until 9:20 am. On Monday through to Saturday. 
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Bagley Baptist Church
The building has been closed but the church is very much alive and open with many 
online events taking place. 
Every Sunday from 10.30 am - Morning service via our Bagley Baptist You Tube 
channel. www.youtube.com/channel/UCgrUtwQMkVWgii6cnJgJpyQ

Communion is shared on the first Sunday of the month.

Home groups, prayer meetings, youth groups and more.

For further information or support please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email 
contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk 
We would love to hear from you.

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm

Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Telephone 01934 732464

Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk
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Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
We are now able to take 8 passengers 
on our regular services – the 
Taunton and Weston-super-Mare 
services have now recommenced 
- all passengers can travel for free 
at the moment.

Booking arrangements remain 
the same; you need to contact the 
coordinator the day before.

To use the Bridgwater or 
Taunton services please contact 
Angeline Duckett (712631) between 6.00pm and 6.30pm on Tuesday (Bridgwater) 
and Monday (Taunton). For Street and Weston-super-Mare likewise Carol Aycliffe 
(713471) on Thursday evening (Street) and Wednesday evening (W-s-M).

If you would like to volunteer to drive the bus on a regular basis, you will 
need a code D1 entitlement on your driving license; please contact David Knight 
(712388).
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BOX 3     £ 25.00 
 

1 lb Pork Sausages 
1 lb Back Bacon 
1 lb Minced Beef 

4 Belly Slices 
4 Chicken Fillets 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 4     £45.00 
 

1 lb Pork Sausages 
1 lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
4 lb Chicken 

2 lb Minced Beef 
4 Pork Chops 

4 Chicken Fillets 

 
 

All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

Tel     01934 712311 (221)

A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

Crossword 39 Answers
Across: 7. Four-wheel 8. Duvet 10. Cudgel 11. Sure-fire 12. Saying 14. Petite 
16. Cant 17. Merge 18. Hock 19. Advent 21. Hearse 24. Stickler 26. Kettle  
27. Anode 28. Scientist

Down: 1. Focus 2. Fragrant 3. Chilli 4. Fees 5. Buffet 6. Gearstick 9. Triple  
13. Girth 15. Maidstone 17. Metals 18. Hesitate 20. Encode 22. Anklet  
23. Slash 25. Race



 
 

     To quote Cicero – “All you need is a 
library and a garden.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This fits the bill in 
Meare at £650,000 

 
 

and  offers so much 
more! 

 
 

Call to View 
and if you're thinking 
of selling - talk to us. 

 
       
 
 

 
 

We’re enjoying the strongest market for years with many 
buyers heading west from London and the south east. 

 
 

Call and let us explain why we believe we're the best 
estate agency in the region. 

If you’re selling we probably have a buyer for you on our 
register already. 

 
Tel:01934 710 220 

or email me personally:   rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 

Roderick Thomas  Chartered Surveyor 
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Bridgwater 01278 455255 Glastonbury 01458 831077 Street 01458 840416 
Castle Cary 01963 350327 London 020 7839 0888 Warminster 01985 215579 
Cheddar 01934 740055 Shepton Mallet 01749 372200 Wedmore 01934 713296 
Frome 01373 455060 Standerwick 01373 831010 Wells 01749 676524 
 

 OUR OFFICES 

 

If you are thinking about selling or letting your home, Cooper 
and Tanner, will be happy to help you every step of the way! 
We have a wealth of knowledge regarding Wedmore and 
the surrounding villages and would be delighted to spend 
time discussing a marketing package best suited for you.

Wedmore £695,000

Wedmore £650,000
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