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Cheers to 2021

New Year, New Home...
Despite the challenges we have all faced in 2020, we
have seen record sales in Wedmore and surrounding
villages. If you are thinking about selling or letting
your home in 2021 Cooper and Tanner will be happy
to help you every step of the way! We have a wealth of
local knowledge and would be delighted to spend time
discussing a marketing package best suited for you.
Thank you for supporting your local agent, we
appreciate it.

Editorial

Dear Readers
Let me begin by wishing everyone a happy and prosperous New Year and a special
welcome to this the January Edition, number 490.
What a difficult year 2020 was. Did we ever think that we would actually look
forward to being vaccinated? Such strange times indeed.
Well, it’s time to look forward, a pivotal moment this year will be the publication
of the 500th Edition of the IOW News in October, a significant achievement for a
village magazine. In this edition, we have our usual (for Wedmore) eclectic range
of articles, ranging from how to attract hedgehogs into our gardens to why we can’t
catch a rocket to Mars, just yet.
We congratulate Ms Herewe Goagain for her stunning lack of effort in winning
the prestigious Turnip Prize, and indeed all her fellow contestants for expending the
square route of nothing into broadening the very boundaries of art. If the January
weather gets you down, then why not try our Chicken Badami – Almond and Yoghurt
Curry recipe, which should keep the cold at bay.
With sadness, I have to inform you that our long serving correspondent, Denley
Brown, no longer feels able to record the weather on a daily basis and generate a monthly
report for the IOW News. Denley, now aged 94, moved to his farm in Blackford in 1961
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and has recorded the weather ever since then. I hope you will all join me in thanking
Denley for his magnificent contribution to the IOW News over so many years - his
feature will be greatly missed. This, of course, leads me to enquire if there is anyone
who has an interest in the weather and may wish to step in? Please get in touch if so.
We also have a vacancy on the Management Team of the IOW News as our
Treasurer John Rook, who has held the post for several years, is standing down later
this year. If you could spare the time, you would be made most welcome.
As always, I am grateful to all who contributed to this Edition. Happy reading
and stay safe.
Bill

Front Cover
This robin, photographed by Stuart Watson, seemed a suitably cheerful subject to
brighten up a January day. It is entirely coincidental that it ties in well with Vera’s Verse.

News
Parish Council Business
The November meeting was once again held via Zoom video conferencing due to the
ongoing coronavirus issue. Unfortunately, technical gremlins became involved and
the video link between the Clerk and Council Members was lost after 30 minutes and
after a further 30 minutes the entire Zoom connection crashed! Several items listed
for discussion were deferred to a later date but as one grant application was time
sensitive, the Chairman called an Extraordinary Meeting the next evening and as a
result the Council were able to make a substantial grant to Wedmore Village Hall
committee towards a new ventilation system and to agree the annual grants to local
churches. Prior to the malfunction, the Chairman was able to offer a warm welcome
to Cllr David Cox from Townsend Lane upon his co-option to the Council. Members
also heard about an application made to the County Council’s Climate Fund initiative
and it was also agreed that any future discussions regarding traffic calming in Pilcorn
Street be put on hold pending further discussions with local residents and the Highways
Department. The Parish Council was represented at the local Remembrance Service
at St Mary’s church, despite it being a much scaled down event this year.

Christmas Celebrations
Due to the current restrictions, the usual Christmas celebrations could not take place
but local businesses were provided with Christmas trees by the Parish Council which
enhanced the appearance of the shopping areas.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a Happy and
safe New Year on behalf of the Chairman and Members of the Parish Council
Rod Pring, Parish Clerk
Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Redwood Joinery
Nick PoPle

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg
&
reStoratioN ServiceS
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors
all

• General Bespoke Joinery

iNterior aND exterior
work uNDertakeN

01278 685010

call

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk
www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk
26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX

for free eStimate

M obile :

07743 563 510

T el :

01934 713 415

e Mail :

N ick .P oPle .PDS@ gmail . com

a ddress :

B lackforD S omerSet

Heritage Upholsterers
Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF UPHOLSTERY AND LOOSE COVERS
45 years experience * All work guaranteed
Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, TA9 4NY
Tel: 01278 641213 Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)

A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery

01934 713527

www.littleowlschildcare.com

Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills
will help support their future learning”
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Open to the public 7 days a week

Sunday Lunch
Friday Nights 2 Meals for £12
* Breakfast * Lunch * Booking Essential
* Function Room available for hire
TEL : 01934 713649
office@wedmoregolfclub.com www.wedmoregolfclub.com
(440)
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Report from District Councillors
Firstly, we would like to wish all our constituents a very Happy New Year and let’s
hope we can all start to resume our normal way of living soon.
Will attended a Teams Audit and Standards committee meeting at which the
members looked at the council’s budget, did the number crunching and approved
it to be put forward to Full Council this year. He also continues to help with Speed
watch in Mark and has attended Parish Council meetings.
Both councillors were present at a Full Council meeting via Teams for the
Recommendation from the Executive that Full Council support The Somerset
Climate Energy Strategy and Draft Strategic Action Plan, Towards a Climate Resilient
Somerset.
There was one abstention but the rest of the councillors supported the
recommendation.
Polly took part in an Independent Remuneration Panel. Leaders from the three
political groups were present along with Doug Bamsey, SDC Strategic Director and
David Lamb chaired the meeting. We discussed a recent survey from councillors
regarding the level of the allowance paid to chairmanship roles and the basic councillor
allowances. Full time councillors at SDC have not been able to claim allowance for
working from home via HMRC. We also talked about internet allowances. It was
agreed that those chairing and sitting on the more arduous committees such as
Planning and Corporate Scrutiny should possibly get more allowance paid to them.
We all agreed that although working from home has its benefits it can also be mentally
more stressful sitting in on several remote meetings a day and the impacts it can have
on family life.
Polly spoke at Planning Committee in support of an application in Cocklake, which
was refused and against The Panborough Inn being turned into residential, which
was granted...sadly we can’t win them all. The committee were very torn about the
Cattery application in Cocklake but the flood zone rather got in the way as it has on
previous applications. Polly was rather surprised that there were no others speakers
against the pub becoming residential, but in these uncertain times not many people
are thinking about opening a pub, a great shame as I am sure a lot of you all have
fond memories of it.
Polly chaired a Licensing Panel for a new premises license at a shop in Bridgwater,
following objections from the District Licensing Officer and Trading Standards. The
applicant had a limited understanding of the Licensing Act or the Licensing Objectives
due mainly to a lack of speaking English and therefore we refused the application.
Polly has helped and spoken to lots of residents, amongst the issues raised
were affordable housing, footpaths, drains, recycling collections, tree disputes, and
parking by the church. A local rat issue has been inspected and there have been many
conversations with planners and developers. Finally beating the drum may be working
as SDC have agreed to a new Housing Needs Assessment, following some interesting
statistics from the Housing authorities at both Cross Farm and The Grange ....it seems
the need may not be so great, so fingers crossed!
Polly and Will
January 2021
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The Turnip Prize Winner 2020
‘Gardening Girl Reaps Turnip Prize’

At a ceremony held via a Zoom meeting,
this year’s Turnip Prize has been awarded
to Herewe Goagain for her work entitled
‘Lockdown’ (A padlock on top of a pile
of duck down feathers).
The award was made in front of the
six finalists who cheered when the 53 yearold winner accepted the prize, a turnip
mounted on a six-inch nail. Organiser
Trevor Prideaux said, ‘I am delighted
with the lack of effort taken to create
this work’.
Herewe Goagain, a gardener from
Barnstaple, North Devon said ‘It has
always been an ambition of mine to express
myself through crap art. Once the seed
was sown, the idea germinated, shoots
burst forth into a luxuriate masterpiece.’
She added ‘I’m tickled pink and maybe I
should lack effort more often’.
Trevor said: ‘This year’s event attracted
a record total of 120 entries, it’s fantastic
8
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POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY
National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.
* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding *
* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

LTD

(580)

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT
Payroll
Corporation Tax
and Self-Assessment

For a free, no obligation quote contact
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Contact one of the team on

Tel: 07738 678874

office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com
www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

01278 530115

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

(156)

DO YOU HAVE TECHNOLOGY PROBLEMS?
JAMDEGA CAN SOLVE THEM !!
Contact Jamdega to see how we can help you.

Diane Dennis DipCFHP(Higher) FPSPract
Foot Health Practitioner
Assessment and treatments for:
Corns, callous cracked heels,
ingrown nails, fungal infection
Nail trimming and reduction
Foot Care Supplies

Custom-made Orthotics
The Borough Mall
Wedmore
Somerset
BS28 4EB

Telephone: 01934 713122
Mobile: 07889 599323
Email: wedmorefootclinic@gmail.com

Jamdega
Making tech easy

call us: 01934 289089
e-mail us: hello@jamdega.co.uk
www.jamdega.co.uk
For the home and business we can support you with following
and much more
WiFi
Smart Assistants
Device Set Up
Internet
Smart TVs
Smart Home
Connectivity
Tech Support
Smart Anything!

Jamdega offers a variety of services to help you
have great technology that works.
Remove the hassle and forget the struggle, let
Jamdega sort the tech.
(680)
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Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair &
Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC
For friendly advice on all those small
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone

NIGEL ANNETT on
01934 713219

CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES
Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre
and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for
Car or Commercial
1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE
STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG
TEL: 742390

Over 40 years ’ experience
(357)

(145)

(480)
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that Herewe has won, she clearly has what it takes to be recognised in modern art
circles and will be remembered in art history for no time at all!
I believe that over the last twenty-two years the artists entering ‘The Turnip Prize’
have created by far better works than Alex Farquharson and The Tate Britain Gallery
could ever wish to exhibit.
The six finalists will be on show at the New Inn, Wedmore, from Thursday 4 December
and I encourage everyone to support your local pub during these difficult times’.

Can You Help With Our Village Magazine?
After 10 years as our Treasurer John Rook has decided to put away his calculator and
hand over to someone new.
The Isle of Wedmore News is therefore looking for a new Treasurer, ideally from
March 2021. There can then be a 3-month handing over period working with John
until he finally leaves us in July.
The role of Treasurer is very important, however you do not need to be an
accountant. We need someone with the ability to maintain basic accounts using a
spread sheet and be able to present these accounts to our committee when we meet
four times each year. If you are interested in joining us and finding out more about
the role, please contact John Rook on 01934 712263 or email john.c.rook@icloud.com
We look forward to hearing from you!
IOW News Team

FestiveAle Greetings from the Wedmore Real Ale Festival
Well, it has been a difficult year for fundraisers and the Ale
Festival has been no exception. First our annual festival was
cancelled then our alternative pub-based event was also
thwarted by the pandemic.
However, we couldn’t let 2020 pass without some
celebration of real ale. So, as a gesture of thanks to the pubs
who had offered to support our local pub-based event, we have
arranged for those planning to be open a selection of ales to
have on tap from 18 December.
Sexeys Arms

• Piney Sleight (Seasonal Session IPA 4%) - Cheddar Ales
• Slippery Slope (Malty Chocolate Porter 5.3%) - Twisted Oak
The New Inn

• Exmas (Ruby Ale 5%) - Exmoor Ales
• Hardrock (Hoppy Pale Ale 4.4%) - Cheddar Ales
The Swan Inn

• Crack Hops (Hoppy Session IPA 4.2%) - Twisted Oak
• Stag (Strong Bitter 5.2%) - Exmoor Ales
January 2021
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Should any of the above pubs not be open for business around 18 December, then
we will redistribute their allocation to the participating pubs that are.
Unfortunately, The Wheatsheaf, The George and The Trotter are no longer able
to take part as they will not be open for business around 18 December.
We hope you get the chance to go and support these pubs and enjoy the beers
we selected.
We would also like to thank all the sponsors who had agreed to sponsor the
alternative event.
On behalf of the committee, we raise a glass of festive ale and wish you all a healthy
and merry Christmas. Here’s hoping for a more normal 2021, when we plan to bring
you the best Wedmore Real Ale Festival yet, to mark its belated 20th anniversary.
To find out more about the participating pubs opening times from the 18th and
our plans for next year’s festival, go to our Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival.
Alan Page, Wedmore Real Ale Festival

Wedmore First School Academy – Outdoor Classroom Day

Reception children from Wedmore First School Academy took part in Outdoor
Classroom Day on 5 November, sowing wildflower seeds in the school garden. Over
the past six months the garden has had a complete transformation thanks to volunteers
who have tended to it on a weekly basis: pulling out weeds, cutting back thorns and
12
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“BULLETPROOF” YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM
THE NATURAL WAY - PLANT DERIVED
HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS

Email: welsummerjohn@gmail.com
with your address to receive
your free brochure.

NEW NATURAL PRODUCT CBD OIL
For more information go to link:
www.111direct.com/?ref=auef-wsbil3

AJ Aspects

(612)

All aspects of wood floor renovation
• Floor laying, herringbone,
plank, borders
• Sanding, wood stains, hard
wax oils and laquers
• Dust free sanding

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
CARPENTER & JOINER
MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004
EMAIL :

anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(630)

(670)
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Nigel Bean
Gardens

(611)

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Garden design,
planning & makeovers
Planting schemes
Wildlife & sustainable
gardening
Hedging & tree planting
Ponds & water features
Patio Layouts
Hard landscaping advice
Contact for free site
visit &
consultation

07813 187681
nigel.bean@icloud.com
www.nigelbean.uk
(443)

“A name you can trust for
specialist legal services”


Accident Claims



Divorce and Family



Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection



Employment Advice



Commercial Property



Moving Home, Conveyancing



Commercial Litigation



Probate & Estate Services



Disputes & Debt Recovery



Wills, Trusts & Tax planning

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore
www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE
(431)
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redesigning the area in the hope that in the spring it will become a feast for the senses
and a practical and fun space for the children to learn outdoors.
The wildflower seeds were provided by the company Seedballs who are working
with Backyard Nature, a company set up to ‘inspire children to spend more time
enjoying and protecting nature where they live’. Hopefully the children will be able
to watch the wildflower garden establish and observe the benefit of wild spaces for
insects and wildlife.
Wedmore First School would like to say a huge thank you to all the people who
have helped make the transformation possible: Stuart Danning, Ground Level, Nick
Duckett Tree Surgery, Richard Tilley, A1 Gardening & Tree Surgery for the seating
logs, Wedmore in Bloom, Winrow Nurseries and Jackie Farley for a large number of
plants, Cheddar Tyres for the tyres and Green Wedmore for their very kind donation.

Wedmore Village Hall – Covid Safe
I am delighted to advise you that when activities return to the Village Hall (which
they may have done by the time you read this) you can be assured that it is now a
Covid safe environment following the fitting of a displacement ventilation system.
There are essentially two types of ventilation systems – displacement and mixing.
A displacement ventilation system is where cooler air is introduced low down and
warmer air is extracted through vents at the top. This is a far superior system to a
mixing ventilation system, as is commonly used in offices and schools and is designed
to achieve a uniform temperature. However, a mixing ventilation system in turn may
increase the risk of spread as virus particles are dispersed evenly throughout the space.
Hence a displacement ventilation system, as we have now installed in the hall, is the
safest system for protection from the virus.
The system in the Village Hall is now operational and is both powerful and quiet.
It has a wide range of speed controls so can run very gently and completely silently
when only 30 people are in the hall, up to full speed for an audience of 150 on a hot
summer’s day – when you can really feel the fresh air move! At full speed it completely
changes all the air in the hall every 15 minutes.
For the technically minded, in terms of the quantity of fresh air that should be
provided, the accepted standard is 10 litres per second per person, so if we wanted
to cater for an audience of 150 we would require 1,500 litres per second or 1.5 cu m
per second. However, it is vital that any system can be ‘throttled back’ so that, for
instance, at 20% speed it would cater for 30 people. Our Hall system has a maximum
air flow rate of 1.62 cu m/sec which would cater for 162 people but of course it can
be run at a slower rate for fewer people.
We are really excited that Wedmore Village Hall is one of the first such community
buildings to install such a system thereby making it a Covid safe place for all to enjoy
and feel secure. We are hugely grateful to the Parish Council for agreeing a significant
grant to help us fund this project; we are hopeful that the balance of the cost will be
met by other applications we have submitted for funds.
WVHMC
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The Return of the Hedgehog in 2021
As well as the enormous challenges posed by the climate emergency, global biodiversity
losses represent a major threat to our future. The UK is one of the least biodiverse
countries in the world with a decline in wildlife of more than 40% over the last few
decades. The sheer magnitude of these two related issues makes most of us feel powerless
and helpless. But the mantra, ‘Think globally, act locally’ needs to be clung on to.
Individual actions may seem insignificant but collectively they can make a real difference.
As a member of Green Wedmore, my focus is on the subject of Carbon and Nature.
Focussing on something that is tangible and which has a strong appeal to people of all
ages seemed to be a promising idea. When did you last see a hedgehog in your garden
or even dead on the road? I suspect that such sightings are exceedingly rare. Of course,
the animals’ crepuscular and nocturnal habits make them less visible than creatures
that are active during the hours of daylight but numbers of hedgehogs in the UK have
declined by over 90% since the second world war and by over 40% in the last decade.
Their obvious charm aside, hedgehogs play an important part in our ecosystem and
should be regarded as the gardeners’ friend as slugs form a part of their diet. They
also eat insects and worms. You can play an important part in helping to re-build the
hedgehog population by enabling access into your garden. They need a gap measuring
13cm x 13cm and it is important to provide one on both sides of your garden as they
like to roam; indeed, they can travel over a mile each night. Many communities
throughout the country are seeking to improve their populations in this way and,
ideally, a corridor of adjoining gardens will be provided. Kirtlington Hedgehog Street
in Oxfordshire is perhaps the most striking example of what can be done: at least 60
properties are connected (https://kirtlingtonvillage.co.uk/kirtlington-hedgehog-street).
I wonder if Wedmore inhabitants would be interested in trying to emulate Kirtlington.
After ensuring that there is access into our gardens, we can try to make sure that we
provide a hospitable environment which means some untidiness, some heaps of twigs
and garden cuttings, old pieces of wood under which nests can be made.
Remember to check underneath these heaps before lighting your bonfire. You
could even make a nesting box. Hedgehogs hibernate for the coldest winter months. If
you are lucky enough to be visited, you could leave out some food such as cat or dog
food, but remember that the animals are lactose intolerant. If you are lucky enough to
have a resident or visiting hedgehog, you could construct a simple feeding station for it.
There are lots of ideas out there including on this website:
www.gracethehedgehog.co.uk/in-your-garden/219-feeding-station You might
familiarise yourself with the appearance of hedgehog faeces as that could be the only
sign that you have been visited. If you see a hedgehog during daylight hours, it may be
in trouble and a rescue centre such as Prickles in Cheddar could be contacted for advice.
There are several excellent organisations such as the British Hedgehog Preservation
Society, Hedgehog Street, Prickles Hedgehog Rescue in Cheddar, the Somerset Mammal
Group, the People’s Trust for Endangered Species. All of these have websites.
If you would like to be involved in efforts to make Wedmore a more ‘hedgehog
friendly’ environment, do contact me. You could also drop me a line if you have a
resident hedgehog (rupekate@myphone.coop).
Rupert Bullock
16
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Open 7 days a week:
Mon to Sat – 10am to 4pm
& Sunday – 11am to 3pm
We are next door to Ollie’s Cafe/ Bristol Road
Brent Knoll, Somerset TA9 4HJ

Email: info@thefrockshop.agency
Call: 01278 760 800
www.thefrockshop.agency
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What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.

ABTA No. P7465

(345)
(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS
Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery
BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00
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‘Music Matters’
Continuing on from what was ‘Singing for the Brain’. We meet
fortnightly via Zoom Tuesdays at 2.30pm. Open to supporting
people with dementia, their carers and other senior members of the
community who find themselves isolated during the unprecedented
Covid-19 situation. Meet, Chat, Share and Sing! Previous singing
experience is not necessary, we sing for the enjoyment!
Contact Maureen Campbell, trained Singing for the Brain leader and Movement
Psychotherapist, by email: mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk

Wedmore Fingerpost Project
At long last we can announce the completion of the Wedmore Fingerpost Project. A brandnew cast aluminium fingerpost was installed at Overbrook Farm, Blackford this month.
This concludes the programme of restoring the twenty-one fingerposts in the Parish
of Wedmore. A sincere vote of thanks must go to Somerset Forge for providing such
professional restoration, and of course all our Parishioners whose generous donations
made the project possible.
Thank you.
David Ewens

Census 2021 Will Provide a Snapshot of Modern Society
Households across The Isle of Wedmore will soon be asked to take part in Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most
accurate estimate of all the people and households in England and
Wales. It has been carried out every decade since 1801, with the
exception of 1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with households
receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing them to
complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets.
‘A successful census will ensure everyone from local government
to charities can put services and funding in the places where they are most needed,’
Iain Bell, deputy national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said.
‘This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport routes.
That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and we have made it easier for people to
do so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires for those that need them.’
Census day will be 21 March, but households across the country will receive letters
with online codes allowing them to take part from early March.
The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education,
household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a question asking
people whether they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions
for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity.
Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked
away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.
For more information please visit: www.census.gov.uk/about-the-census/
A lot of temporary jobs are currently being advertised, which may be of interest
to some local residents. The link to the jobs site is: www.census.gov.uk/jobs/
January 2021
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Grants for Greener Homes
The Green Homes Grant scheme enables Sedgemoor residents to apply for vouchers
worth thousands of pounds to make their homes more energy efficient.
Any Sedgemoor homeowner or landlord can apply for vouchers for green home
improvements where the government will fund two-thirds of the cost of eligible works, up
to £5,000, which could help families save up to £600 a year on energy bills. Low income
households will be eligible for up to 100% government funding with a maximum of £10,000.
The scheme covers home insulation, low-carbon heating, draught proofing, windows
and doors and heating controls and is applicable for all owner-occupied homes, landlords
of privately and socially rented properties, park home owners, as well as people on low
incomes. Residents must redeem the voucher and ensure improvements are completed
by 31 March 2021. Residents can check to see if they are eligible by using Simple Energy
Advice’s checker at www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/pages/green-homes-grant
If you need advice and support on how to apply for the Green Homes Grant voucher,
please contact the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) www.cse.org.uk/advice.
Learn more about the scheme here: www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homesgrant-scheme.

In Loving Memory – Air Commodore Ken Goodwin CBE AFC
Wedmore resident Air Commodore Ken Goodwin passed away on 5 September 2020 aged
92. In his Obituary published on 15 October in The Daily Telegraph, he was described as
‘A High-Spirited Fighter Pilot who thrilled crowds with his solo aerobatic displays.
Ken joined the RAF as an Airman in 1946, becoming commissioned as a Pilot in
1949. During a long and distinguished flying career, he served in 92 (Meteor) and
118 (Hawker Hunter) Squadrons, before joining the Central Fighter Establishment,
developing air warfare tactics and becoming one of the first to fly the new Lightening
as it entered service in 1959.
Ken was particularly noted for his exceptional skill as an aerobatic pilot for which he
received the AFC in recognition of his achievement of attracting excellent publicity for
the RAF with his breath-taking displays across Europe.
After two staff appointments in Bangkok and within the HQ of the Far East Air Force
in Singapore, Ken assumed command of No 74 (Tiger) squadron, flying Lightenings from
RAF Leuchars in Fife, regularly intercepting Russian aircraft flying close to UK airspace.
In 1972 Ken became Officer Commanding RAF Wattisham in Suffolk, before
taking up Staff Appointments; firstly at RAF Strike Command, then as Air Adviser
in Ottawa. A Deputy Captain of the Queen’s Flight, Ken’s final appointment was as
Officer Commanding Air Cadets.
Following retirement from the RAF in 1982, Ken became Commander of the South
West Air Training Corps, Captain of the Burnham and Berrow Golf Club, President
of both the 74 Squadron Association and the Jever Steam Laundry. The latter’s aim
was to promote irreverent camaraderie that epitomised the vigorous approach to
both professional excellence in the fighter role to the riotously enjoyable living at
RAF Jever, during the golden age of jet fighter operations.
It was Ken’s son Richard, himself a Tornado and Aerobatic Pilot, who created the
‘smile in the sky’ in the sky over Wedmore in April last year.
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R.G.
ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL,
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,
EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS,
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,
FIRE ALARMS

N Duckett Tree Surgery
www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk








All aspects of tree work undertaken
NPTC qualified
Fully Insured
11 Years’ Experience
Hedge Cutting
Garden Clearance
Stump Grinding

07792042388

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277
(122)
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nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
(535)
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MLB HYPNOTHERAPY

Michelle Louise Balson
RGN, DSFH, HPD, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC

Registered Nurse &
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist

Your health and safety are my priority right now
therefore I am not seeing clients face to face at
Wedmore Surgery or
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe.
However, I am able to see clients online via Zoom

Online appointments available
Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias - Panic attacks

MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com
07887902557
(647)
(479)

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking
OPEN
TO THE
PUBLIC

Competitively priced and built to last –
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk
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Wedmore in 1978 – CDs
I wanted to write a note to thank everyone for the tremendous response
to my article in the November Issue of the Isle of Wedmore News.
Many people got in contact to request copies of the CDs and I have
had some wonderful feedback. I am still making copies for people, so
if anyone else would like a set please get in contact on 07908355446
or hjstone@live.co.uk.
Here is a brief reminder of the project. In 1978 Radio Bristol made
a series of programmes about Wedmore to commemorate the 1100th
anniversary of the signing of the peace treaty between Alfred and
Guthrum. An interviewer spent a few months in the village speaking to people about
farming, cheese making, peat digging and cider making as well as village events and
local history. Contributors have names that you still hear around the village today
such as Curtin, Cousins, Drew, Redman and Tucker. I have collected the interviews
on four CDs with full track listings detailing the subjects covered and the name of the
interviewees. I am happy to send copies of the four disks to anyone who is interested.
There will be a small charge of £10 to cover postage and production. They make a
very entertaining and informative listen for anyone with an interest in the social and
cultural history of the village.
Helen Stone

Why You Can’t Catch a Rocket to Mars
Local resident Professor Lyndon Smith
has lived in Wedmore for over 14 years.
His expertise lies in the field of artificial
intelligence, computer simulation and
machine vision. He authored over 180
papers (half in international journals),
two books, and working prototype and
commercial systems that have been
delivered to clients internationally.
During a long and restrictive
lockdown, Lyndon has put together a
collection of personal reflections on
science and society in a little book called
‘Why You Can’t Catch a Rocket to Mars:
Some Personal Reflections on Science
and Society’. The book is for all lovers of
science and technology, no matter what
age and what level of understanding of
physics and engineering they have. It is
a combination of humour and scientific
insight.
January 2021
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The book explains in an accessible way the past and present approaches of scientific
endeavour and invites the reader on a journey touching on more conventional topics
such as transport, robotics and manufacturing as well as the more exciting ones such
as artificial intelligence, nanotechnology and rocketry, all from a physicist/engineer
point of view.
The author also discusses the effects we may expect such advanced technologies to
have on our lives, including the prospects for extending life and achieving interstellar
travel, with all their astonishing implications.
People of all ages with a curious mind, be ready to be entertained!
The book can be found on Amazon at this link: www.tinyurl.com/y2t7shcp
The author can be contacted by email at: bookscienceandtechnology@gmail.com

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and
with the support of Wedmore Parish Council, here is this month’s
item relating to our health and wellbeing.
January 2021 – New Year, new horizons!

With 2020 firmly behind us, now is a good time to start afresh to think
about looking after our health & wellbeing. As I write this, the prospect of at least
one vaccine against Covid-19 looks very hopeful, but it is unlikely that all restrictions
will be removed just yet. Many of our local organisations have had to curtail their
activities, but fortunately there are still some organisations and groups in and around
Wedmore and further afield which can help us promote our Five Ways to Wellbeing.
Here are a few suggestions. The ‘Directory’ refers to The Isle of Wedmore Directory,
which was published and distributed to every Wedmore household in summer 2019.
You can access the most up- to-date version online at www.whawb.co.uk/businessdirectory/
We know that keeping moving is good for us but
taking the first step is not always easy.
John Beasley’s Zoom sessions have proved very
popular and he would like to see more people
join him! He will return to the Village Hall when
possible and he is planning to run sessions outside,
as soon as the good weather allows! To contact him
to find out more, including free starter sessions,
go to the Directory listings, Piloga & Pilogafit and
Tai Chi for Health.
Chair Yoga with Jo Willis has been taking place
in the Village Hall with distancing measures in
place. During lockdown classes are via Zoom
on Tuesdays 11-12. Future plans will depend on
government guidelines. Go to the Directory for her contact details. There are lots of
tips and help available via various NHS tools and apps. Go to our website for links.
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PIANO
LESSONS

(096)

C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Liz May
Cert Ed Music Dip
Songwriting & Recording
Skype piano lessons available

Established in 2002
100% pass rate

†

All localities covered

†

24 hr. Service every day

†

Distance and Overseas Funerals

†

Pre-paid Funeral Plans

†

Private Chapel of Rest

†

Green Funerals arranged

01278 783709

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

Mobile 07814 284477

Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

contact

(384)

(414)

GERALD
HELLIER
ORNAMENTAL
IRONWORK
FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES
SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS
are only a few of the items made
WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS
ALSO UNDERTAKEN
CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR
Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886
www.helliersironwork.co.uk
January 2021

Music for Weddings,
Parties and Events
Jazz Machine is a highly experienced and
professional band providing music and
musicians for any event in the UK or abroad.
Our experience ranges from London Hotels
to Local Weddings, Corporate Entertainment
and International Touring.

Contact:
For a free quote or to discuss your
requirements, call
Edward Leaker on 07773 350973
or email info@edwardleaker.com
For more info and audio clips visit:

www.edwardleaker.com

(444)
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Jane Hicks

HAMPDEN
CreativeOSTEOPATHIC
Gardens
CLINIC

cks Creative Gardens Creating beautiful

24a Woodborough Road
Jane Hicks Creative Gardens
Winscombe BS25 1AD
outdoor
spaces
Creating beautiful
For appointments
tel: 01934 843617
Creating
beautiful
Creating beautiful
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk
outdoor spaces
outdoor spaces Spaces to relax, spaces to
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to

entertain, spaces to enjoy,
OSTEOPATHY
Janet White
Spaces to relax, spaces to
spaces
for family.
Sebastian Partono
entertain, spacesdesigned
to enjoy,
to perfectly fit
Unique garden spaces
Unique
garden spaces
your lifestyle.
spaces for family.
designed to perfectly fit
ACUPUNCTURE
designed
to perfectly Dan
fit Lloyd
your
Tellifestyle.
01934 440014
Unique garden spaces
your NUTRITION
lifestyle.
Linda Thomas
designed
to perfectly
fitBS28 4PA
West
End Farm, Poolbridge
Road, Blackford
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk www.janesgardens.co.uk
SPORTS MASSAGE Jackie Ashdown
your01934
lifestyle.440014
Tel
Spaces
to relax,
spaces
to
entertain,
spaces
to enjoy,
entertain,
spaces
to enjoy,
spaces for
family.
spaces
family.spaces
Uniqueforgarden

TelREFLEXOLOGY
01934 440014
Hannah Woodward

Tel 01934 440014 Blackford BS28 4PA

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road,
www.janesgardens.co.uk

Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk
ge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
dens.co.uk www.janesgardens.co.uk
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Keeping connected has been more of a challenge in 2020, but there have been some
organisations which have kept going.
Reverend Richard Neill and his team from St
Mary’s and the other churches have been very proactive, holding services and events, including a quiz,
via Zoom. They have also been keeping connected
via Facebook and YouTube. To find out more and
to join in, email stmarywedmore@gmail.com or
go to the Directory for contacts.
Stella Moore has kept on singing! She has sent
CDs to her group, so they can keep singing too. If
you would like to find out more, go the Directory
listing for ‘Music in Mind’.
Maureen Campbell has also kept singing via
Zoom with her group. These sessions are open to
people living with memory difficulties, their carers
and anyone who is feeling isolated or alone. Find
out more via the online Directory listing ‘Music Matters’.
Bagley Church has remained active during the last year. You can access their livestreamed services on YouTube. It is hoped that Bagley Church will be open to the
public for Sunday morning services at 10.30am, also on Wednesday mornings 10am
– 12md for a Pop Up Bible Study. (All subject to the relevant Covid-19 safety
restrictions) For contacts go to the Directory.
This has been an ideal time to learn something
new or to acquire a new skill, helping to keep our
brains active.
Like so many organisations the Isle of Wedmore
Society was forced to suspend its meetings, but,
regulations permitting, it is hoped that meetings
will re-start in January on the fourth Thursday of
the month. To find out more go to the item in this
issue of Wedmore News.
The local Bridge Clubs have merged into Axe
Vale Virtual Bridge Club, playing twice weekly
on Bridge Base Online. If you would like to play
online, contact Steve Pedrick who can advise on
how it works and help you to get started. See the
Directory for contact details.
Our specially formed Covid-19 Support Group has a team of volunteers ready to
support people in the parish. If you would like to volunteer or need some help, please
go to the website for details and links.
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The Rotary Club has continued to meet via
Zoom meetings. If you would like to find out
more about how you can support them, go to the
Directory for all contact details.
The Cheddar Vale Lions have remained active
during the pandemic, fund raising for local causes
in a variety of fun ways! If you want to help, new
members are very welcome. Go to the Directory
for all contact details.
Theale Flower Show held a virtual show in
September and is planning more events, virtually
or live in 2021, including a Spring Show. To find
out what’s on and how you can join in go to our
website.
Just making the most of our countryside by taking a walk can be very beneficial, both
physically and mentally. And if you would like to help keep a footpath open for yourself
and for other people, contact Shaun Thorogood by email pathsofwedmore@gmail.com
Mr Punch‘s Folk Club has entertained people throughout the lock-down via Zoom
on alternate Fridays. There are plans to ‘go live’ again as soon as restrictions allow,
meeting in Theale Village Hall. To find out more go to our website.
Wedmore in Bloom volunteers have been planting, tending and watering the plants
in the tubs around the village. More volunteers are
always welcome to help keep our village tidy and
attractive. If you are interested, go to the Directory
for who to contact.
Green Wedmore has launched an exciting
new project called Worthington Woods in the
Lerburne, next to the car park. This has been
designed by The Food Forest team and is a joint
Green Wedmore and Wedmore Parish Council
project. It is designed to help produce locally
sustainable food from and to create a place to
recharge and let nature nurture. To find out more
and to take part go to the Directory for all contact
details.
For more ideas about how you can maintain your health & wellbeing and all links go
to our website www.whawb.co.uk/iown-links
To find the information about the organisations listed go to our Isle of Wedmore
Directory, which is updated online. You can find the complete up to date Wedmore
Directory online by going to www.whawb.co.uk/business-directory/
If you have any difficulty in using email or accessing websites, please contact me
for help to contact the relevant people and organisations listed above, 01934 712775.
Cathy Butterworth RN
On behalf of Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project
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M.G. CONSTRUCTION








Property Maintenance
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Email markgreenan1986@gmail.com
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N C TUCKER
BUILDING
CONTRACTOR
ALL ASPECTS OF
BUILDING WORK
UNDERTAKEN
Steel Framed Buildings
Conservatories
Renovations, etc.
Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)
(388)
(430)
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Wedmore 40 30 – 2021
Save the date!
All being well, the next edition of the Wedmore 40 30 will take place
on Sunday 11 July.
See you there.

YFW Blood Bikes Urgent Appeal – A Charity in the Premier League
Yeovil Freewheelers (YFW) Blood Bikes offer a free emergency delivery service to
the NHS. This vital service is run by a dedicated and unpaid team of volunteers and
totally funded solely by donations from the public.
YFW Blood Bikes have 68 qualified riders running eight motorcycles from three
hospital garages in Yeovil, Wincanton and Dorset County Hospitals. Coverage is the
whole of Somerset and Dorset.
Urgent deliveries include blood/pathology, medicines, Covid-19 samples and scans
to four major hospitals, twenty-four community hospitals and two treatment centres,
24/7, 365 days a year.
In these days of Covid-19, deliveries have increased dramatically, with 463
deliveries and 22,700 miles driven in one month. This has increased running costs
at a time when donations have reduced considerably...therefore a problem.
I did an interview with Radio BBC Somerset in this week and we are going to have
an interview with Alex Lovell of BBC Points West hopefully in the coming days. Also
we had the presence of an actual Blood Bike and volunteer in the Borough on the
first Saturday in December as a bit of PR rather than raising money.
There are so many worthwhile charities out there, but Blood Bikes is right up
there with them. A Charity in the Premier League!!
The good folk of Wedmore have a proven record for generosity, so please go to
www.yfwbloodbikes.org and donate to allow this essential service to continue. Thank you.
David Ewens

New Year Resolutions Resolved!
My mind was racing, and I could feel my pulse quickening,
it was Sunday morning, and I was late!
As I negotiated the twists and turns of the windy road
past the Fox & Goose towards Mark, I suddenly came
across a red tractor blocking the road, its lights flashing
and no sign of a driver.
I ground to an agonizing halt.
Then at the window of my car appeared a farmer in a flat cap, green overalls and
muddy wellingtons. ‘Shan’t be a minute,’ he said, ‘just moving the girls in to the yard.’
Girls? I thought, at seven thirty in the morning?
But as I looked beyond the tractor I could see a wave of black and white heads
marching up the road!
If there is one thing, I have loved about my first six months on the Isle of Wedmore
it is my daily meetings with animals; which summon up the memories of driving around
the Yorkshire Dales.
January 2021
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The delightful sound, which no orchestra can mimic, the hooves of happy milkers;
their voices a morning melody, mood music, a hymn of praise to their God for the new
day he has made; as they pass along the road on pilgrimage from the fields to an early
appointment at the milking parlour.
Or the symphonic bleating of sheep being herded along narrow country roads in the
spring, just in time to shed their winter coat at the hand of the farmer’s shears.
And all the time in the background the sound of birds; birds perched beneath the
boughs, or swooping amongst the rhynes; the joy of their shrill singing seemingly joining
in with the eternal throng of heaven.
I will let you into a secret, I do not really enjoy New Year. To me January seems
so desolate, what with the cold and the constant reminders that the resolutions I so
enthusiastically made, just a few days and weeks before, already seem a little less resolute.
Forever guilty that I am not going to the gym enough or working through the
ever-increasing pile of novels at the side of my bed, instead of watching boxsets on
the television. Last year, for example, I decided on learning to cook like someone on
MasterChef. If you are interested, I failed spectacularly and I was back to cooking
quick and easy meals within days.
But this year I have positively resolved, not to make any resolutions whatsoever,
save one, which is that I am going to make more time to stand and stare. In the
moments that I waited for that tractor to clear, which seemed like an age, but in truth
it was only really a couple of minutes, I listened to the sounds outside the car and felt
a sudden calm come over me.
The farmer in the green overalls beckoned me forwards, he climbed into the cab
of his tractor and pull off onto a side road; at last I could be on my way.
In the distance, I heard the farmyard gate swing shut and the last of the black and
white wave disappeared.
Sam Healey

Ethel Pople Deceased Charity and The Wedmore Charities
The late Ethel Pople, formerly of The Old Smithy, Cocklake, Wedmore, who died
in 1978, left a trust under her will for the assistance of the elderly and/or infirm of
Cocklake, Clewer and Wedmore to be called ‘The Ethel Pople Trust’ in honour of
‘Our Blessed Lady of Wedmore’ and every year invitations are invited by the trustees
from those who think they may qualify with a view to distribution of trust income.
The trustees of the Wedmore Charities, an entirely separate trust, also make
annual distributions of trust income, predominantly to those within the parish who
fall within the same definition, in other words, the elderly and/or infirm.
The trustees of both charities meet each year with a view to deciding how their
combined distributions can be applied for the greater benefit of these entitled each year.
The trustees of both the Ethel Pople Trust and the Wedmore Charities therefore invite
written application from those who qualify under the terms of these trusts with a view
to distribution of the trust income in January 2020. Letters should state briefly the basis
on which the applicants qualify, i.e. whether by a reason of age or infirmity and with any
other relevant information as to the applicants’ circumstances that they feel able to give.
Please note that if you have applied successfully before the Trustees would like
you to provide written confirmation that your circumstances have not changed.
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The trustees of both charities will consider applications early in January with a
view to distribution of trust income in the New Year.
Applications should be addressed to the Ethel Pople and Wedmore Charities
Trustees, John Hodge Solicitors, Cheddar Road, Wedmore BS28 4EH for the attention
of Ann Bennett-Helps.

Local Charity Launches Website
The Space are delighted to announce the launch of their new website to coincide with
BBC Children in Need 2020. The new website www.thespacesomerset.co.uk will be
a valuable ‘go to’ resource for young people and their families to access information
about the support they offer.
The Space has been operating since 2017 as a project of the Cheddar Community
Partnership, supporting the mental health needs of children and young people in our area.
The Space project works with local young people aged 4-18 years living with low
mental health and emotional resilience, often in crisis, e.g. depression, anxiety, attempted
suicide, etc, potentially caused by several issues, including abuse, neglect, and trauma.
For further information on how to get involved please contact Doreen Smith 07872
169 453 or doreenthespacecheddar@yahoo.com

Neighbours Against Crime
Hello from your local PCSOs! For those of you who have not yet met us, we are both
fairly new to the beat, having only joined the role since the start of the pandemic, so
it’s been a little more difficult than it usually would get to know the communities that
we serve during the various stages of lockdown. We are looking forward to being able
to integrate properly as things go back to ‘normal’, but until then let me just give you
an idea of what your local Neighbourhood Policing Team looks like.
There are two PCSO’s currently based at Cheddar. There is me, PCSO 7406
Becky Smith and my colleague PCSO 7712 Lisa Steele. Two other beat managers
who cover our beat; PC 0344 Dominic Bryant and PC 3375 Nick Thorne, although
the PCs parade from Burnham rather than Cheddar. Between us, we cover the
whole of Sedgemoor North East, which includes the Parishes of Cheddar, Axbridge,
Compton Bishop, Weare, Badgworth, Mark, Chapel Allerton, Wedmore, Shipham..
and everywhere in between!
The neighbourhood team deal with ongoing issues in the area, and we work various
shifts between 7 am and midnight, but when none of us is on duty you are still covered
by the Bridgwater or Burnham response teams and they work a 24hr shift pattern.
They deal with emergencies and serious incidents.
Because we have such a big beat to cover, we are always grateful for help
from the residents in keeping our neighbourhoods safe. We have some wonderful
Neighbourhood Watch coordinators in the area already, but another pair of eyes is
always welcome. If you think you could dedicate any of your time to helping your
community in this way then please get in touch via our website.
And finally, a gentle reminder for the New Year, that there are a few small steps
you can take to stop thieves from spoiling your home life and activities:
January 2021
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ZOOM illustrated talks by Phyllida Shaw
An Artist’s War – sketches and
letters from the Western front

Undaunted Spirit – the art and
craft of Alice Meredith Williams

“This beautiful, informative book.”

“An exemplary artist’s biography.”

anartistswar.com

alicemeredithwilliams.com

“That really was one of the most outstanding talks we have ever had.” Winscombe Probus

Let’s talk! Call me on 07540 110057 or email phyllida.shaw@me.com
Small groups welcome
34
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OVER 50% SOLD

HOUSE TO SELL? SEE HOW WE CAN HELP
GET YOU MOVING TO CROSS FARM

Perfectly positioned to maximise the stunning Wedmore village location,
Cross Farm comprises thirty-one high-quality 2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes.
House to sell? With Assisted Move, we can help you sell your existing
home, allowing you to reserve the perfect Acorn home
for you. Don’t miss out on Stamp Duty savings.

PRICES FROM £295,000 - £750,000
SHOW HOMES OPEN TUE TO SAT, 10AM - 5PM

For further information: acornpropertygroup.org
crossfarmwedmore@acornpg.org or call 01934 806196

Prices correct at time of print. Images shown for illustrative purposes only. If you purchase and complete on a residential property in
England between 8th July 2020 and 31st March 2021 as your main residence, you will have no SDLT to pay on properties up to £500,000
and for homes over £500,000 you will save £15,000. Assisted Move: Subject to availability. On selected homes at Cross Farm. Not in
conjunction with any other offer. Speak to Sales Advisor for more information.
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• Keep windows and doors locked, even if you are at home.
• If you’re out in the evenings, use timer switches for lamps to make it look like
someone is home, and set your burglar alarm if you have one.
• Do not leave high value items on view near windows or in the car.
• Don’t advertise your new household items by displaying the boxes outside for
the rubbish collection. Where possible take boxes to the tip or break them up
before putting them in the recycling.
• Security mark property and register it on www.immobilise.com
For more crime prevention advice you can visit our website.
We wish you a safe and happy 2021!

IT for the Terrified Update
We are not currently training during the current Covid-19 crisis, and our phone
number has been temporarily suspended, but we are available via email or you can
contact us through our website for advice on using your computer, iPhone, iPad,
SmartPhone, tablet etc.
Also, you can check out our articles in the Mendip Times magazine – free in your
area or on www.mendiptimes.co.uk
Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified:
01934 741751 (temporarily suspended)
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com
Using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar,
Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308 : Company No. 06779600
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch.

Yeovil District Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust to Explore a Potential Merger
The Boards of Yeovil District Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and Somerset NHS
Foundation Trust have agreed to develop a strategic case that that sets out a proposal
to potentially merge organisations and create one single NHS provider trust for
Somerset in order to better support the health and care needs of the population.
They will develop the joint strategic case by the end of March 2021 for consideration
by both organisations’ Trust Boards and the regulator NHS England and Improvement.

Reports and Society Updates
Somerset Choral Society – 2021 Crystal Ball Gazing
Lockdown 2.0 forced the suspension of the last three Communal
Rehearsals planned in 2020 and instead all three had to be
held on Zoom.
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Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer
FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk | W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

You can also

goats’ milk,

get your bird food

gluten free burgers

and pet food

and sausages

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,

milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.
01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk

butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk
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Companionship, care and support when you need it the most.

Available for: companionship, welfare checks,
personal care, medication, appointments, trips out,
palliative care, shopping, light housework,
night sleeps and much more...
£17.50 per hour, £15 per 45 mins, £12.50 per 30 mins.

Contact: 01934 710073 1 The Borough Yard
07388 459567 Wedmore BS28
Enhanced dbs, insured and registered with Serset Council.

(688)
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At the date of submission of this copy Sedgemoor and Mendip will be in Covid-19
Tier 2 whereas North Somerset will be in Tier 3. However, Somerset Choral Society
intends to resume rehearsals in January 2021 and the first rehearsal will be on
Wednesday 6 January (Epiphany). Their aim is to resume communal rehearsals
if possible backed up by live streaming on Zoom and Zoom recordings. However,
while communal rehearsals should be permitted by 6 January 2021 it is not clear
yet which venue might be used. Once the situation becomes clearer, updates will
be published on village websites, in weekly newspapers and on their own website
https://somersetsingers.wordpress.com.
Nevertheless, Somerset Choral Society invites all current and previous members
to join them each week and also welcomes singers from other choirs and Choral
Societies to join them. In the first instance, please contact either their chairman Ginny
Waters (01934-824846) or their publicity officer Paul Ashmore (01934-843388). The
term subscription for spring 2021 remains at £43.00 (less than £4.00 per week). For
the foreseeable future the choir will continue singing music from a choral book called
‘Weddings for Choirs’ that contains around 40 pieces from across the choral repertoire
and members are encouraged to purchase their own copies.

Isle of Wedmore Society – 2021 Meetings
Like many other organisations, we have been forced to suspend our meetings since last
March. However behind the scenes we have now prepared a full speaker programme
for 2021, but of course at the time of writing, have no idea when this can start. Although
extremely unlikely that the first meeting, at 7.30pm on Thursday 28 January, in the
Masonic Hall, can take place, just in case it can, the speaker will be Murray Botes,
the Somerset coordinator for the Filo Project. This project offers not-for-profit high
quality small group day care for older people.
Contact: Ian Tomes on 01924 710390.

Wedmore Gardening Club
Having just had a Zoom Meeting, the Committee wanted to
update everyone with our current thinking.
I’m sure no-one will be surprised to hear that we have
cancelled our January and February meetings. For now, we
have not cancelled March; we decided to wait and see what
restrictions will be in place after the Christmas family/friends
easing. We will of course let you know as soon as we can whether
or not the March meeting will go ahead.
Sadly, there is no alternative at the moment.
We hope that everyone had a relaxing, safe and happy Christmas and hopefully
we will soon be able to look forward to a more normal way of living.
With very best wishes from the Gardening Club Committee for a more sociable
and happy 2021.
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Theale Show
We had our AGM in November and welcomed our new Chair Nick Armitage to the
role following the retirement of Phil Butterworth (finally!). He’ll be ably supported
by vice-chair Stuart Danning and our hard-working organising group. We are always
looking for more local village helpers to join us and help run our village events. If
you’d like to email us admin@thealeflowershow.com or call us on 01934 806157,
Nick will be in touch!
So, on to 2021, after all the disruption of 2020 we’re planning to get back to what
we like doing – staging events!
• Saturday 13 February:
Our annual Quiz Night! If we can, we’d prefer to hold it in Theale Village Hall;
if not, it’ll be on Zoom. Use our contact details to let us know if you plan to
join us. If you’re on our email list we’ll let you know more. If you’re not go to
www.thealeshow.com and subscribe!
• Saturday 17 April:
We’re going to repeat our ‘Virtual’ Show, similar to the one we held via the web
last September. It’ll be online with photographs or (if possible) live in Theale
Village Hall with actual exhibits. If possible, we’ll also have an evening event
with prize-giving. We’ll see! Follow us on Facebook (‘ThealeFlowerShow’), go
to the website www.thealeshow.com or call or email us for more information.
• Saturday 5 July (tbc):
Just keep the date free – Theale needs to have a party! What it’ll be and where
will be decided, but we need a Summer Party!
• Saturday 4 September:
The traditional date for Theale Show – this will be our great come-back Show!
More details to follow.
As with everything else, what we do and stage is very much controlled by what happens
with Covid-19 and Government regulations, but we’re determined to keep going and
our new Chair Nick will be driving us on!
Finally, at our AGM we formally re-named the organisation Theale Show to reflect
the changing nature of the Show (decreasing fruit, flower and vegetable entries and
activities, significantly increased craft and other activities). In the future, we also want
to develop the Show into a wider range of activities for the whole village to enjoy,
whilst retaining the very popular features of the traditional flower show.
Look forward to seeing you in 2021!
www.thealeshow.com

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report – January 2021: Panto’s Coming Back!
Oh, yes it is! Tickets for ‘Four Dames, A Fairy and A Big Bad Wolf’
will soon be on sale again to the general public.
Rehearsals resume next month during February (to allow for any
post-Christmas government CV restrictions), and we are confident
40
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010
www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday
7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB
(007)

(622)

David Ford
Aerials
o All types of TV aerials plus
extra points
o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes
o Discreet and careful
installations
o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over
21 years

Please call DAVID FORD
on either
TEL: 01934 742444
MOBILE: 07740 946385

All aspects of interior and exterior
home maintenance undertaken
including painting, decorating
and repairs.

No job too small
Affordable, friendly and reliable
Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(543)

January 2021

No time for home and
garden maintenance?

(605)
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The Valley Smokehouse Ltd.
At Wheatsheaf Inn
Stone Allerton
Established 1989
 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce.
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee.
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked
meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and
cakes. Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements.
Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm
Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm
Coffee shop open;

Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm
Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm
(676)

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic
Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell
Acupuncture with Shelley Jones
Personal training with Jeni Davis
We are a bespoke Covid friendly ﬁtness clinic in the heart of Wedmore oﬀering
Sports massage. Acute pain injury treatments. Soft tissue therapy treatments.
Chronic pain injury treatment. Sports related injuries. Non-sporting injuries.
Rehabilitation programs. Gait analysis. Kinsology taping.
Zoom spinning classes and Yoga.
To make an appointment or enquiry please contact us on the details below:
jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk/www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk
fb. somersetsportstherapyﬁtnessclinic

07747798508 (Jeni)
07376648835 (Claire)
07976465066 (Shelley)

You can ﬁnd us at The Cottage @ The George Inn
Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB
Parking is available in the George car park for our patrons.
(681)
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that by the end of March most, if not all, of our cast and audience will have been
vaccinated. Although we continue to follow the previous CV19 rules until further notice.
So, our new performance dates are Thursday 25, Friday 26 and Saturday 27 March
at 7.30 pm, and Saturday 27 at 2.30 pm. Because of past social distancing rules, ticket
numbers are currently strictly LIMITED – only about 45 per performance will be on
sale. If the rules are relaxed, then more will become available.
As before, tickets can be applied for in groups of up to six people by filling in
the form on the Box Office page of our web site www.wedmoretheatre.com. We will
email you an invoice which can be paid by credit card, through your PayPal account
(or, by request, by bank transfer). Our Box Office will allocate your group a block
of seats that is socially distanced from the next block – and of course the sooner you
book the closer to the stage you will be. If you have any questions please contact our
Box Office on 01934 743953.
And finally - Sir David Spiegelhalter OBE FRS, a government SAGE adviser and
Winton Professor of the Public Understanding of Risk in the Statistical Laboratory
at the University of Cambridge has recommended that arguing should be banned,
on the grounds that it spreads the Covid virus. This explains why we have safely and
successfully managed to create and rehearse this community panto – we never argue
at Wedmore Theatre!
Wedmore Theatre

Mr Punch’s Folk Club Theale
We have continued with our twice-monthly folk ‘open mic’
sessions without a break since last March through the medium
of Zoom. Although in no way as satisfactory as actually meeting
together, these virtual sessions have still proved very enjoyable
- chorus songs, however, should be avoided! We did manage
in June a small real (and legal) outside gathering in the village
which was an excellent respite for all. We have also managed to
put together two YouTube sessions for people to share. Our first
mostly drew upon old recordings of guests and sessions, just a bit of nostalgia. Our
second, and latest, features our regular performers with new material (together with
the new found computer and recording skills they’ve learnt over lockdown).
We will continue like this for the next couple of months and then meet up together
for real in Theale village hall as soon as we can. More details, of course, later.
In the meantime you are welcome to join us from the comfort of your front room
both as audience and performer.
bernard.couter@gmail.com

Theale Players Panto Viewing 15 January 2021
With no live show this winter we’re hoping keep the festive
spirit going by showing an on-line recording of our 2016
production of Aladdin on 15 Jan 21. This is great fun for all
the family.
January 2021
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In order to make this as live as possible, we hope to combine a streaming of the
show from YouTube together with a live Zoom session beforehand and during the
interval, all very clever! Yes all on the computer I’m afraid.
However... and better still, if by chance ‘things’ greatly improve (and we are allowed
to) we might cancel this and actually project the video in the hall itself later on in
mid-February perhaps, with choc ices and popcorn....... boos and cheers.
Whatever happens…. if you would like to be in the audience, please let me know
and I will add your name to the email link list:
bernard.coulter@gmail.com

Theale Community Film Club
We hope to get going again as soon as possible this year when, of course, it is safe
and legal to do so. And hope you might consider joining in.
We show films once a month in HD and proper surround sound in Theale village
hall. Free popcorn, tea and coffee are available. Choc Ices for sale in the interval....
good company. We aim to show a variety of films, mostly up to date, but including the
occasional classic movie suggested by members. At the moment showings take place
at 7pm on a Sunday. But we are always open to suggestions including early viewings
for families with young children.
Cost: £16 per adult for 12 films; children 14 and under (must be accompanied) free.
This just covers the hire of the hall and purchase of annual viewing licence.
bernard.coulter@gmail.com

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
As we’ve had to scale back a bit on our meetings and fun/fundraising,
we’ve had a collection for the Cheddar Food Bank (CFB). The Club
members have been so very generous in donating food items from
the Food Bank’s ‘wanted’ list with the emphasis on Christmas items
and chocolate gifts for the children (of all ages)!
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(602)

Wedmore Bed & Breakfast
Bright, spacious bedroomswith
private bathroom. Pretty Garden

Peaceful and relaxing …just a stones throw
from Wedmore's fantastic pubs and shops.

For great rates and more information

07557 912 468
sallya.lee@gmail.com

Ace of Spades

(585)
(524)

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price
Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or
one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574)
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(330)

New patients are very welcome
www.wedmoredental.co.uk

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk

01934 713013

Wedmore Dental Practice
The team behind your smile

(013)

RATCLIFFE
BROS
DUNNICKS MEAD

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769
Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821
Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213
Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540
Dental Hygienist – EDH

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

(398)

MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND
HEATING
Gas Safe registered
(190721)

All work undertaken
Reliable, friendly service at
reasonable prices
Fully insured,
all work is guaranteed
3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446
Mobile: 07971 648691
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WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION
TEL 01934 712170
(481)

A-Tanks

Suppliers of septic tanks,
sewage treatment systems,
pumping stations,
cesspools, silage effluent
and many other tanks
We can also offer
installation
For free consultation
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
January 2021

Three of us took the donations along
this morning and met one of the organisers,
Elaine. We had to take two cars and there
was barely enough room for passengers.
Elaine gave us some details about the
operation they run and then we transferred
all the goodies from our boots to her estate
boot. She estimated that we have given
80 kilos of food. This was topped up with
donations of money and we handed over a
cheque for £55 as well.
Thank you Wrington Vale ladies!
Our pictures show us outside the CFB
trailer which holds a selection of items that
are ready for distribution. There’s Jacky our
Treasurer handing the cheque to a beaming
Elaine, Yvonne our Secretary getting ready
for a late breakfast and
yours truly with some honey. Well what
else would it be?
Those of us who know Jacky well also know she has a soft spot for designer
handbags and here she is modelling her latest acquisition!
Wendy Welham

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Thank you to everyone who renewed their subscription for next year so promptly.
This has been much appreciated. The first draw in 2021 will be made as soon as it is
practical and the lucky winners announced in the IOW News.

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch – Into 2021
Despite North Somerset ending up in Tier 3, by the
time you read this the Branch should have held the
planned Pop-Up Sale on Saturday 12 December in
Winscombe but due to the virus it was not possible to
hold the normal Bumper Bucket Collection at Tesco in
Shepton Mallett on Christmas Eve.
Nevertheless, the Branch will start 2021 full of hope for improved opportunities to
raise funds to ‘Save Lives at Sea.’ The first event will be another low-key Pop-Up Sale
on Saturday 16 January on Studley’s Forecourt (Opposite the Coop Supermarket)
from 9.30am to 12.30pm; as this will be outdoors it will be subject to the weather as
well as the Covid-19 Status on the day. The Branch still has a stock of 2021 Diaries
and Calendars and stationery that may be purchased directly from either Mary
(01934-842075) or Albert (01749- 677445); or at the above event. In addition, the
‘Honesty Box’ Plant and Produce Sales Tables in Sandford opposite the St Monica’s
Complex and on Jubilee Road Axbridge are still operating; as well as buying items,
January 2021
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you can leave plants and produce for onward sales at both locations. The Branch has
a Committee Meeting on 26 January that will determine the plan for later in the year
and it is likely that there will be an Open Air Plant and Garden Jumble Sale in May
followed by some more open air events.
If you have put on weight over Christmas and New Year it is not too late to join the
Branch fun fundraising event that can be done at home and one that will positively benefit
anyone who would like to take part. The scheme is called ‘5-4-5’, so if you have gained
a few pounds over the Christmas period and would like a little encouragement to lose
weight you can support the RNLI at the same time. It is very simple, ‘lose five pounds in
weight and donate £5.00 to the RNLI.’ To take part, please contact Tina (01934-842304)
or e-mail meejlfh@gmail.com to obtain the pledge form and start shedding those pounds!
November has been another quieter month for our four Somerset lifeboat stations
with just four shouts between them (Minehead – 1, Portishead – 1, W-s-M – 2). The
most recent launch was by the Minehead crew who were called at 3.23 pm on Sunday
29 November but no further details are available at time of writing.

Fingers Crossed for Wedmore Arts Festival 2021
The programme for WAF 2020 was virtually complete last March when the rug, so to
speak, was pulled away! We are very much hoping to carry on where we left off and
rearrange the week’s events in May 2021.
At the moment we are not in a position to make promises - but please watch this space.
And of course the website: wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk. Probable dates: 7 - 15 May 2021
Dorothy Wright

Poets’ Corner
Vera’s Verse
The Robin

Our robin spends his winter in our holly tree,
His lovely red breast and cheerful song remind us to be jolly
And deck the hall for Christmas Day with boughs of holly.
A red breasted robin is very special here,
As robins are all brown in the other hemisphere.
We wish the whole world in 2021
A disease-free year for everyone
Vera Banwell

Thought for the Month
Will return in February
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Experienced Professional Architectural Services

B

ESPOKE
BUILDINGS

B

ETTER BY
DESIGN

B

EAUTIFUL
HOMES

Tel: 07823 406750 e-mail: guy4arch@gmail.com
www.guyarchitect.co.uk

(686)

THE BOROUGH MALL
WEDMORE
The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes,
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and
lunches.
We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the
parish of Wedmore

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com
Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)
January 2021
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(693)

Proudly Created in Wedmore
B O U Q U E T S, A R R A N G E M E N T S & I N S TA L L AT I O N S

Say goodbye to those
January blues with
flowers from your local
grower and florist
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Sprig & Sorrel
FLORAL DESIGN

Philippa Bowes 07813 755013
Instagram: @sprigandsorrel
(685)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE
Feeling tired, stressed or anxious?
Want to reduce pain, especially from arthritis?
Suffering from ongoing medical conditions?
Need relief during cancer treatments?
Lift your mood and get a feeling of wellbeing
Come and experience the benefits of these holistic treatments
Find out more
Contact Wendy Rider on 07935 275451 or email wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from Essence Beauty, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB
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The Crossword:
1

2

3

4

Number 42

5

6

7

8

By greendandelion

9
10
11
12

13
14

15

16
17

18
19

20
21
23

22

24
25

26
27

ACROSS:

DOWN:

1
9
10
11
12
14
15
17
19
20
21
23
25
26
27

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
12
13
16
17
18
19
22
24

On edge and above being fashioned (11)
Milk dispenser from Huddersfield (5)
Professional sight is a contingency (9)
Short nobleman and Botham found wildflower (7)
Working cleaner has another job on the river (8)
Nice one escaped and opened up (8)
Might be a painter on the boat (4)
I got set as a show-off (7)
On the radio the BBC is against it (4)
Flue control covers space and reduces high spirits (8)
Old flames’ case for payment demand (8)
Check cover of wagging hamster’s tail (7)
Valets moved with the Emirates making judgement (9)
Unquestionably 2020 did, 31st December (3,2)
Shaggy dog story let these live in ignorance (11)

Poetry from overseas entries (5)
I was held in deep respect during my daydream (7)
Erato, say, back in the circle starting again (8)
Sound of dinner (4)
Apparel for Judas making his stage debut (8)
Present day pronunciation has become a must (9)
Person born in Port of Spain (11)
In America this is murder most foul (5-6)
Character took ancient city for a rear (7)
Parade missing a sign in the middle of walk (9)
The plane transported this animal (8)
Home for some eastern married women (8)
Act evenly, Sugar Ray, as this insurance man should (7)
Corpulent alumnus took directions (5)
Note, second note (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Chicken Badami – Almond and Yogurt Curry
The combination of braised meat, yogurt and nuts make a good Korma
/ Qorma, generally with lots of gravy and oil or ghee. It is a dish relished in the
subcontinent. Persians and Turks have their own version of the same. Originating
in the 1800s the Mughal Dynasty made it popular and called it the Shafi Qorma by
adding saffron, cream and assorted nuts, very royal indeed.
Fortunately, Korma does not always have to be topped with oil or ghee to make
it perfect. A Parsi version of this recipe omits the use of excess oil and instead uses
ground almonds and yogurt for richness. Delicious in flavour, thick in texture and a
beautiful caramel colour, this version of the original Persian Korma is a favourite in
our home. Simple ingredients and easy to make; enjoy this Chicken Bedami with a
warm naan.
Ingredients (serves 6 - 8)

1 tbsp of oil
10 – 12 pieces of chicken
1 dry bay leaf
1 large tomato
1 tsp fresh ground garlic
4 green chillies
1 tsp fresh ginger
1 cup of water
1 tsp salt
1 cup of thick yogurt with a pinch of salt and a pinch
1 ½ tsp red chilli powder
sugar
¼ tsp turmeric
½ cup ground almonds
Method

1. To a pan of hot oil, add the bay leaf, fresh ground ginger and garlic paste, salt,
red chilli, cumin, coriander and turmeric powders. Give it a stir and add the
pieces of chicken, skinless but with bone.
2. Brown together for a few minutes on low heat, making sure the spices don’t
burn and that the chicken changes colour.
3. In a processor, blend the tomato, green chillies and 1-cup of water.
4. Add this to the chicken and bring to the boil. Cover the pan and cook until the
chicken is cooked through.

52

January 2021

(599)
(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING
SERVICES

DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING
Suzie Beale
Personal Trainer
Conditioning
Cardiovascular
Weight Management

Working with Somerlap Timber
products
Shed bases and decking

Strength
Nutrition

Hand Rails

I offer tailor-made plans and enjoy working with
people of all ages, abilities and fitness levels.
My personal experiences and enthusiasm mean
that I am committed to helping people achieve
their goal.

suziebeale6@googlemail.com
07494471500

07855 763 506 OR
01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

(656)
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(237)

(277)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX

ON

01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate
Westbury-sub-Mendip
For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and
Welding Specialists
MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken
(564)

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling

Rousell
Plant Hire Ltd
Wedmore

in the comfort of
your own home
for appointments
please call:

07866 732760
01934 750947

All groundworks & sewage treatment
plants undertaken.
All machines available
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on
(559)
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07812 134 382
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5. Open the lid, turn the heat up to high and let the water evaporate until only
1 cup of thick gravy remains. Bring the pan off the heat and let it cool until
just warm.
6. In a separate bowl mix together the yogurt, the pinches of salt and sugar, ground
almonds and the garam masala. Add this mixture to the cooled chicken.
7. Reheat gentry and serve with the naan.
Loli Mills

The Garden in December
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in January 2007 and
is reproduced here by kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).
Here we are again at the beginning of another year in the garden.
If you are anything like me you’ll be needing to get back to some
serious gardening to work off the effects of the festive season.
If you spent some of the holiday looking at seed catalogues or
gardening books, it has probably filled you with great resolve
to do something new or different in your garden. Part of the
enjoyment of gardening is trying out new ideas and sometimes
making mistakes, as long as you learn from them.
If you have a mind to make structural changes in your garden,
if the weather permits now is the time to get on with them. Have a look at your
plot and think what might be different; change a boring straight path into a curve
maybe or move it to the side rather than down the middle; make it into stepping
stones or give it castellated edges. If you have a new garden, it is often worth waiting
until you know where you want to go before (literally) setting the paths in stone.
To save problems later in the year when foliage is heavy, now is the time to
check, alter or repair pergolas, arches and trellis. At the time of writing, we are
experiencing some strong winds that often damage fences, so check those as well.
Changing the subject slightly, two years ago I saw at the RHS garden at Wisley,
the spider flower, Cleome, used to great effect to fill gaps in perennial borders
late in the season; in fact many other annuals can be used to do this as well. Last
year I used Cleome in one or two of the gardens in which I work and this year I
intend to do it again on a wider scale. I mention this now because many annuals
which do not need to be sown in situ can be sown from February to March in
seed or plug trays in a greenhouse or other protected environment; these can be
planted out in late May when all fear of frost is gone. Cleome flowers in August
and September with spidery, hence the common name, pink and white flowers
on metre high stems.
Every successful gardener knows that it’s a bad practice to grow the same crops
in the same place every year. Pests and diseases build up and the soil becomes
depleted of nutrients. A simple 3-year rotation is worth following, e.g. in year
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one use all your valuable compost and / or manure for all those crops that like
it – leeks, onions, lettuce, peas, beans, spinach etc. In the second year in the same
area plant carrots, beetroot, parsnips, potatoes etc; they like soil manured in the
previous year and with their deeper routing will break up the lower levels of the soil.
In year three, plants that like firm soil fertilized and cultivated in the previous
two years – shallow rooted brassicas (the cabbage family) such as swedes (often
hard to grow in a garden, because a Farmer once told me ‘they likes their own
company’ i.e. you need a lot of them to get some good ones in the middle of the
plot); cabbages, cauliflowers and brussels sprouts; the latter two like the soil to
contain plenty of humus.
If you garden on some of the heavy soil in the area, it may be no use trying to
work on soil that is too wet and sticky. If you have vacant ground, not cultivated
recently this may be the place to start, working in plenty of organic matter and gritty
material to break up the clay. I find used potting compost a good soil conditioner,
but it can contain masses of hairy bitter cress seeds which will germinate just about
anywhere and rapidly become a nuisance, so be vigilant.
If you want to improve soil fertility as well as structure and don’t want to use
chemical fertilizers, bear in mind that not all organic materials are well balanced
in terms of plant nutrients; seaweed or products derived from it can for example
be rich in potash but low in phosphates and therefore needs bone-meal or some
other phosphatic compound to balance it. Books could (and have been) written
on the subject of fertilizing the soil and I can’t go into too much detail here due
to lack of space, out of which I am rapidly running (as Churchill might have said).
I hope to continue some of what I intended to say next in February, when we
still have a little time to do things before the growing season begins in earnest.
Adrian Hutchinson

Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
What a strange year it’s been. Last month’s report finished with the
Golf Club about to go into lockdown and I pick up again this month
with the course about to open again, albeit without those members
who are unfortunate enough to live a few miles away in North
Somerset. November was also due to see the introduction of the
World Handicapping System with most players finding themselves
on new handicaps and needing to adjust to many new concepts.
Whilst this was introduced, albeit with the odd problem or two, we
had no competitions to try it out on.
For most of the year I have found too many competitions to write about. This
month there was just one before lockdown and somewhat embarrassingly have to
report that I won it. This was only with considerable help from partner Tony Ireland as
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MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.
NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS
LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

Septic tank
emptying
Sewage treatment
plant installations
Drain unblocking
Cctv drain survey
Avalon Waste
Management Ltd
01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk
(635)
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Wedmore
Gardens

A high standard of sincere,
dignified and caring service,
offering advice and support
on all aspects of funeral
arranging.

Here to help,
24 Hours a day

Telephone: 01278 794 304
Office and Chapel of Rest at:
10 Church Street, Highbridge,
TA9 3AF

We offer a friendly, professional
and reliable gardening service
throughout Wedmore
and the surrounding area.
Our gardening expertise covers a
range of garden tasks, including:
•
•
•
•

Garden Maintenance
Planting
Pruning
Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

(668)

(591)

(644)
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we scored 37 Stableford points, beating Nick Parker and Brian Webber on countback.
Geoff Musson-Thorp and Graham Ward were best of a group of pairs on 34 points
to take third place. This was all part of the traditional pre-AGM match between the
outgoing Captain and his Vice Captain. The match is decided by totalling points for
all pairs in each team. This resulted in a win for the Vice-Captain over the Captain
by 826 points to 810. At the AGM which followed, many thanks were given to the
outgoing Captain, Martin Peakman for making the very best of a most difficult year.
The new Captain, Clive Warren-Smith takes over at an equally difficult time but
we can only hope 2021 proves better than 2020.
The Ladies also held their AGM which was moved forward by a couple of days to
beat the deadline and again outgoing Captain Sue Chambers received thanks for her
tremendous efforts over the year. New Captain Ann Dixon carries the best wishes of
all golfers for a successful 2021.

New Seniors Captain Clive Warren Smith
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New Ladies Captain Ann Dixon

Tony Biggs

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 19 January, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle
prayer pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that
make up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve,
stopping at various points and praying for the particular communities.
Details of timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome
to join him at any of the stops.

Parish Registers
Funerals

Our condolences go to the family and friends of:
Major General Christopher Last CB OBE, of Gardiners Orchard, Wedmore, who
died on 31 October 2020 aged 85 and whose funeral took place at South Bristol
Crematorium on 17 November 2020.
Bryan Kenna MBE, of Elmsett Hall, Wedmore, who died on 19 November aged 82
and whose funeral took place at Mendip Crematorium on 7 December 2020.
David Howard, of Springfield Drive, Wedmore, who died on 23 November 2020 aged
78 and whose funeral took place at Mendip Crematorium on 11 December 2020.
60
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Peter the Painter
MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

(661)

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD
OFFERING:
• Wrought iron decorative
and ornate gates (both
electrical and manual)
• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

 HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
 GARDEN FURNITURE
 SHEDS
 FENCES
 FREE QUOTES

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park,
Draycott Road, Cheddar,
Somerset BS27 3RP
(643)

(654)

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

•
•
•
•

CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
LEATHER RESTORATION
CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned
• Family safe and Eco friendly products
• All work fully guaranteed and insured
• We take pride in the service we provide
• A local company for local people
Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855
www.copperbeechcleaning.com
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800 years ago the monks of
Glastonbury grew grapes on the
south-facing slope of the Isle of
Wedmore. Mowbarton Estate has
revived that tradition with Pinot
Blanc, Pinot Meunier and
Chardonnay vines planted in view
of Glastonbury Tor. Long hours of
summer sunlight, freedom from

frost, and gentle breezes from the
Bristol Channel produce a classic
cool-climate sparkling wine. Made
in the same way as champagne
(hence the long wait as the bottles
mature on the lees), it is softer and
fruitier - like champagne used to
taste before climate change made
the grapes ripen too fast!

To order a bottle (or more!): info@mowbartonbarn.co.uk / 07919 100455
(592)

BOX 3

£ 25.00

1 lb Pork Sausages
1 lb Back Bacon
1 lb Minced Beef
4 Belly Slices
4 Chicken Fillets

Box 4

£45.00

1 lb Pork Sausages
1 lb Pork & Cider Sausages
1lb Back Bacon
4 lb Chicken
2 lb Minced Beef
4 Pork Chops
4 Chicken Fillets

All available for local delivery or collection.
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection
Tel 01934 712311
62
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Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
We are open for public worship and are delighted to be able to invite people to join
us at all of our four churches (Allerton; Christchurch Theale; Holy Trinity, Blackford;
and St Mary’s, Wedmore).
Our worship will continue to be offered online. At least one of our Sunday services
each week is recorded, and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. There
is a daily prayer on Facebook Live 9 am until 9.20am, Monday through to Saturday.
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be
found on https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/
Sunday
3
The Epiphany
10.30 am
			
6.00 pm
Sunday 10
Baptism of Christ
10.30 am
			
6.00 pm
Sunday 17
Epiphany 2
8.00 am
			
10.30 am
			
6.00 pm
Sunday 24
Epiphany 3
10.30 am
Sunday 31
The Presentation of Christ

Informal Service
Start the Week
Parish Communion
Start the Week
Parish Communion (BCP)
Morning Praise
Start the Week
Parish Communion
Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

3
10
17
24
31

The Epiphany
9.00 am
Baptism of Christ
9.00 am
Epiphany 2
9.00 am
Epiphany 3
6.00 pm
The Presentation		

Parish Communion
Informal Worship
Parish Communion
Zoom – informal worship
See St Mary’s Wedmore

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

3
10
17
24
31
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The Epiphany
11.00 am
Baptism of Christ
11.00 am
Epiphany 2
11.00 am
Epiphany 3
11.00 am
The Presentation		

Parish Communion
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Morning Praise
See St Mary’s Wedmore
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Allerton Church
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

3
10
17
24

The Epiphany
Baptism of Christ
Epiphany 2
Epiphany 3

9.00 am
9.00 am
9.00 am
9.00 am

Sunday

31

The Presentation		

Family Gift Service
Parish Communion
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
See St Mary’s Wedmore

Bagley Baptist Church
Sunday morning services live streamed at 10.30 am via our YouTube channel
available to view afterwards.
Christmas Eve: A special service for the whole family - available to view at 7pm via
our YouTube Channel.
Christmas Day - no service.
Many fellowship groups are still available to access online and meeting at the
church: home groups, prayer meetings, youth groups and more.
Please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Contact: (01934) 710779 /
712812, or email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays
Telephone

8.30 am to 6.00 pm
8.30 am to 1.00 pm
01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays
8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone
01934 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.
www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk
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Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

TRUSTED INSTALLERS OF
Solar PV, Battery Storage,
Electric Lighting & Power
07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936

We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.

r o g e r s e l e c t ri ci a n s . co . u k
For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

(642)

*subject to eligibility

Wedmore iT
Expert Advice in Plain English

For all your computer related needs.
Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small.
PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google).
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals.
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too.

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security,
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning.
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes
on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200 or email: support@wedmoreit.com
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000.

(323)
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Improved Access Appointments
Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays

6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively,
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of
clinical staff.
Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.
During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus

The bus operates more like a taxi, picking you up around
9.45am from your home and returning you to your
home in the early afternoon, the exact time depending
on the consensus of the passengers. Also, if you wanted
dropping off/collecting on the way, for example in
Glastonbury on the way to Street, that’s fine. At the
moment, it is free too!
The bus has resumed its normal scheduled run taking
up to 8 people to Taunton (on Tuesday), Bridgwater (on Wednesday), Weston-super
Mare (on Thursday) and Street (on Friday).
If you want to travel to Taunton or Bridgwater on the bus, call Angeline Duckett
(712631) or Weston or Street call Carol Aycliffe (713471) between 6pm and 6.30pm
on the evening beforehand.

Crossword

42

Answers

Across: 1. Overwrought 9. Udder 10. Provision 11. Gentian 12. Ferryman
14. Unbolted 15. Rope 17. Egotist 19. Anti 20. Dampener 21. Exaction
23. Gingham 25. Evaluates 26. End on 27. Troglodytes
Down: 2. Verse 3. Reverie 4. Resuming 5. Gong 6. Turncoat 7. Addiction
8. Trinidanian 12. First-degree 13. Nurture 16. Promenade 17. Elephant
18. Seraglio 19. Actuary 22. Obese 24. Memo
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The market in 2021
I’m writing this forecast on the 1st December as I’ve done for many years and I’m
in unchartered waters. The year 2020 included the first lockdown followed by the
most active housing market anyone has seen in the last 50 years.
The wave of sales has not yet settled with mortgage approvals at a13 year high
and both solicitors and surveyors still working through the backlog which has
built up. Currently it’s estimated there are 100,000 sales to be completed before
the end of March to save Stamp Duty.
Meanwhile we are facing another partial lockdown -if not in name-with lots of
dire news on probable redundancies hitting in the new year. However, there’s also
the hope of a vaccine and of equal importance the people’s resilience.
With this in mind I feel the highly buoyant housing market will continue with
strong demand which will be good and also challenging for Sellers.
If you’re going onto the market you’ll
want to maximise your price and
achieve a sale. This means choosing the
right agent and the right guide price
I’m a Chartered Surveyor with probably
the most experience in valuing and

selling in the area. My sale fees are
negotiable, and I provide a unique
service which includes free valuations
of the properties my clients are buying.
To discuss your requirements call me
for advice without charge or obligation
and in strict confidence. Tel 01934
710220 or email me directly at
rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk

Roderick Thomas
(548)

(555)

