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Editorial
Well, here we are at the penultimate month of 2019, a hearty welcome to the November 
Edition, number 479. 

Indeed if you are actually reading this on what at the time of writing I assume will 
be post Brexit Day, then we must have passed though the apocalyptic abyss intact, so 
something to be grateful for at least. Therefore may I wish you all happy independence 
or, commiserations on the loss of our close European friends, depending on your 
point of view?

I would like to congratulate the excellent organisers of the 19th Wedmore Real 
Ale Festival, which, for my money, was the best one yet. Although I do acknowledge 
that as a ‘Johnny Come Lately’ my experience only goes back five years. Of course 
with 72 beers available, not to mention cider and wine, it was a tad difficult to sample 
them all over a weekend. For further information please see Alan’s report in the 
News Section later. 

It has been noted that Letters to the Editor are few and far between. Well I guess 
that means perfect peace prevails or people simply don’t have time to write. Either 
way, I am always pleased to receive letters so if you have any suggestion, a point to 
articulate or a funny story to tell please get in touch.  

So, I can confidently predict that November will be a quiet month where we all 
hunker down, stay at home and await Christmas. No, sorry just kidding, as usual we 
have a vibrant and dynamic month in prospect to chase away any early winter blues.    

Deadline for December Edition: 1 November 2019
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 

Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 
Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (710637) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
Advertising Copy 

Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 
Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition (without adverts) will be published on The Isle of Wedmore Website, 
www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons does not want your entry 
included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.



November 2019 3

To begin, just when you thought you understood what ‘Art’ involves, forget it, 
the Turnip Prize is back. It’s time to tap into your inner Salvadore Dali and to get 
your creation over to the New Inn which will be accepting entries between 1 - 21 
November, before judging begins thereafter. The remainder of the month contains 
our usual eclectic mix of meetings, talks, working parties, recitals, workshops, coffee 
mornings and fairs. As an ex-Serviceman, I must also mention the Special Services 
for Remembrance Sunday at St Mary’s and Christchurch on 10 November. If you can 
spare the time we a Churchyard Clean Up on Saturday 23 and also the Wedmore Big 
Tidy Up on Sunday 24. We then end with Wedmore Theatre’s Production of Wind in 
the Willows, running from 28 – 30 November.  

On a serious tone, for those people (and I am sure none are from the Parish of 
Wedmore) who can’t resist doing an impression of Lewis Hamilton on the Cheddar 
Road, please read the article on Speed Monitoring in the News Section. We all have 
a duty to keep Wedmore as safe as we can.  

As always, thank you to everyone who contributed and happy reading. 
Bill

Front Cover
Wedmore Theatre will be presenting ‘Wind in the Willows this month at the Village 
Hall. This photo of members of the cast was provided by Mike Rippon.

News
Parish Council Business – September Report 
At the September meeting of the Council the Chairman said that The Lerburne had 
been unexpectedly closed over a busy weekend and no-one seemed to have been 
informed. As a result there was severe disruption for locals and traffic wishing to enter 
the car park. Following discussions with the contractors this was deemed to have been 
emergency work and the Chairman was assured that any further proposed closures 
would be communicated to the Council and local residents. The disabled barrier in 
the car park has now been replaced.

The Council received an interesting presentation from Martin Fulford who was 
trying to set up a ‘Men’s Shed’ within the Axbridge/Wedmore area as part of a wellbeing 
project in conjunction with local medical centres. The Council agreed to make a grant 
to Theale Flower Show and to assist with the purchase of some Christmas lights to be 
displayed in the Church Street/Borough part of the village. It was also agreed to part 
fund the costs of a defibrillator at the Wedmore Playing Fields. In conjunction with 
‘Green Wedmore’ it was agreed to make a grant towards a ‘Warmer Wedmore’ project 
being undertaken by SHAL, a housing association who were carrying out work on four 
properties within the parish to make them suitable for families with housing needs.

Council Vacancy
The recently advertised vacancy for a Councillor at Theale has attracted an applicant 
and I hope to have further information in the next copy of the Isle of Wedmore News.

Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS284EA, 
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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The Turnip Prize
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser known Turner Prize. 
We will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Thursday 1 
November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible to create. 

To enter contact: Trevor 01934 710004 or 07812848011 or The New Inn. 
Alternatively leave your entry at The New Inn.
Please include your name or pseudonym and contact phone number.
Closing date for entries will be Thursday 21 November.
Preliminary judging will take place on Sunday 24 November.

Report from District Councillors
Polly and Will have both been busy with the usual planning applications 
and site visits this month. Will went and spoke in favour of an application, 
but unfortunately it was refused by SDC. Polly attended the PC planning 
meeting but was away for the September PC meeting, Will attended the 
Mark PC meeting.

Polly seems to be getting some positive results from SCC Highways: 
new reflective bollards have been erected on the corner of Grants Lane and Billings 
Hill, to try to deter HGVs from cutting the corner. Let’s hope they don’t get flattened 
immediately!! Also a couple of drains were unblocked, one near Combe Batch actually 
had vegetation growing out of it, but they missed a couple of other blocked ones so 
will need chasing again. The re-surfacing of Church Street is due in November and as 
there were no objections to the planned double yellow lines, these will be done after 
the work is finished…these will be enforced, so park on them at your peril!!! There 
are other areas of the parish that need new white lines; they are on the SCC job sheet.

Polly has contacted SDC regarding the overgrowth in Blackford Brook. It has been 
inspected and isn’t considered a problem and is on their work schedule.

Polly and Will both attended the Wells Conservative Branch Executive meeting.
Polly attended the Grant’s Award sub-committee meeting: there was £48,538 in 

the pot, five applications totalling £9,942.50; three were deferred and we awarded 
£4,000 in total.

Polly also organised the first meeting of the new combined play areas committee. 
The PC felt it was time that all our play areas came under one hat, easier to manage 
and better to work as one team. Hannah Burbedge was elected as Chairman, Sarah 
Tipping as secretary and Jacky Farley as treasurer… we have a great bunch of 
volunteers from Blackford, Theale and Wedmore and will all work to improve and 
maintain our valuable play spaces. We have arranged a site meeting with Scott Mason, 
from SDC, and hopefully he will give us some good tips on how we proceed and what 
sort of equipment we may be able to add to the play areas. 

Polly and Will 
Green Wedmore’s Big Tidy Up – Sunday 24 November 
Please come and help pick up litter from 10am – 12 noon. We meet 
at the Borough House Yard to kit up with litter pickers and tabards 
(please bring high vis jackets if you have them and litter pickers). 
Please come attired in appropriate clothing and shoes / boots. 

For further information please contact Anthony Lamb 01934 
713748 or join the Green Wedmore Facebook page. 
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Ethel Pople Deceased Charity and The Wedmore Charities
The late Ethel Pople, formerly of The Old Smithy, Cocklake, Wedmore, who died 
in 1978, left a trust under her will for the assistance of the elderly and/or infirm of 
Cocklake, Clewer and Wedmore to be called ‘The Ethel Pople Trust’ in honour of 
‘Our Blessed Lady of Wedmore’ and every year invitations are invited by the trustees 
from those who think they may qualify with a view to distribution of trust income.

The trustees of the Wedmore Charities, an entirely separate trust, also make 
annual distributions of trust income, predominantly to those within the parish who 
fall within the same definition, in other words, the elderly and/or infirm.

The trustees of both charities meet in December each year with a view to deciding 
how their combined distributions can be applied for the greater benefit of these 
entitled each year. 

The trustees of both the Ethel Pople Trust and the Wedmore Charities therefore 
invite written application from those who qualify under the terms of these trusts with 
a view to distribution of the trust income in December 2019. Letters should state 
briefly the basis on which the applicants qualify, i.e. whether by a reason of age or 
infirmity and with any other relevant information as to the applicants’ circumstances 
that they feel able to give.

Please note that if you have applied successfully before the Trustees would like 
you to provide written confirmation that your circumstances have not changed.

The trustees of both charities will consider applications early in December with 
a view to distribution of trust income before Christmas.

Applications should be addressed to the Ethel Pople and Wedmore Charities 
Trustees, John Hodge Solicitors, Cheddar Road, Wedmore BS28 4EH for the attention 
of James Ashby.

The 19th Wedmore Real Ale Festival
Unlike previous festivals, this year’s festival was held in a field 
and thankfully the sun shone down on us as everyone enjoyed the 
bigger, more social, open space. 

This year, we had our biggest selection of drinks, consisting of 
72 different ales, 23 ciders and 6 craft ales, giving a total weight of 5 
tonnes. During the weekend, over 5,000 pints and over 200 bottles 
of wine and prosecco were drunk. Friday was our most successful 
Friday yet and Saturday and Sunday were not far behind our record-breaking years.

There was a great music line-up again this year with the Straytones kicking us 
off on Friday night to a record-breaking crowd of festival goers. Saturday’s music 
started from lunchtime, with hours of live local music, followed by surf-rock band the 
Mantawrays and then this year’s headliners Zuma, who went down a storm.

Saturday’s night fancy dress theme was the 80s, so our resident DJ Enhance, filled 
his entire set with classic 80s hits to ensure everyone got up to dance.

This year’s Sunday raffle made over £1,712 with the top prize being a trolley of 
100 bottles of beer donated by Cheddar Ales. The auction alone made over £3,669 
which includes another record-breaking £1,640 raised for the festival’s finale, the 
‘Beer Bucket Challenge’. This saw the following local participants getting doused in 
a lovely blend of dark and light ale by those who clearly cared:
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Participants
• Ian Monson • Mark Darley  • Rob Bennett • Andrew Scott 
• Andy Reeson  • Steph Patch • Lesley Williams • Sharon Tucker 
• Elaine Tilling • Tabitha Morton 

Touchelle Smyth Many thanks to all of our brilliant sponsors, prize donators and 
volunteers for their continued support and for working hard to help us make the 
2019 festival the best yet! 

Applications for funding from this year’s festival has now closed. The presentation 
night will be held at The Swan in Wedmore on Saturday 12 October at 7.30pm. 

Dates for your diaries: next year’s festival will be running from 18 – 20 September 
2020. We will keep you posted on its developments via our Facebook page. 

To keep up to date with the all festival news please like our Facebook page 
@wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on twitter @WedmoreRealAle or go to our 
website www.wedmorerealale.com

We look forward to seeing you all again next year.

Speed Monitoring to Improve Safety on the Road Around Wedmore
In September, we reported on the Parish Council’s programme for 
vehicle speed monitoring for the purpose of identifying local roads 
where the Statutory Speed Limits are being ignored. Results were 
given for the Cheddar Road and these can now be compared to follow-
on monitoring results for the same stretch of road (see below) that 
included the use of visual and camera warning signs. The percentage 
reduction in speeding vehicles is given in parenthesis:

• Total number of vehicles: 50,771 (normalised to 51,021)
• Number of vehicles travelling up to 30mph: 27,582 (+6.8%)
• Number of vehicles exceeding 30mph: 23,439 (-7.0%)
• Number of vehicles exceeding 40mph: 7,194 (-19.4%)
• Number of vehicles exceeding 50mph: 248 (-14.5%)
• Number of vehicles exceeding 60mph: 8 (0.0%)

Clearly, the additional warnings have reduced slightly the instances of speeding 
vehicles. However, there still exists a significant safety hazard on this stretch of road as 
a result of almost half the vehicles still not complying with the Statutory Speed Limit. 
The Parish Council is committed to making this stretch of road safer for pedestrians, 
cyclists, local residents and other car users and so it is now working in partnership 
with Avon & Somerset Police on a parallel programme of Police Speed Enforcement. 
Offending drivers caught by Police Enforcement measures are subject to a minimum 
penalty of £100 plus 3 penalty points and whilst attending Speed Awareness Training 
may be offered as an option, this would not be available for drivers caught exceeding 
42mph along this stretch of road. For your information, over 5,000 drivers were 
exceeding 42mph during the 28-day monitoring period in August! 

Blackford Educational Trust Important Notice
The annual meeting of the Blackford Educational Trust will be held on Tuesday 
12 November 2019 and all applications relating to the academic year 2018 / 19 for 

http://www.wedmorerealale.com
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consideration at this meeting must be sent to the Secretary c/o Hugh Sexey Middle 
School by Friday 1 November 2019.

Grants are available for children in full time education under the age of 25 years 
towards the cost of educational trips, courses, books and equipment etc. Applicants 
must live in the Parish of Blackford and only one application per academic year per 
child will be accepted. 

Application forms containing further details can be obtained from the Secretary 
of the Trust c/o Hugh Sexey Middle School.

The Theale Flower Show – Saturday 7 September
Theale staged its annual Flower & Village Show on Saturday 7 
September and a great time was had by the many people who came 
along from far and wide. As well as lots of people from Theale, 
Wedmore and surrounding villages, we also had a number of 
holidaymakers who come and stay in Theale just to be part of the 
Flower Show every year – it’s that popular! It was nice also to meet lots of people from 
the villages around Theale who’ve never been to the Flower Show – and they all said 
how much they enjoyed it! We were also blessed (as we usually are!) with fine weather.

The heart of the Show is always the Competition with many entries this year from 
children and adults alike. The children’s entries range from drawing and painting to 
imaginative hybrid Lego models (not from a kit) as well as photos and cookery. For 
adults there’s the full range of competition classes from fruit and flowers (including 
flower arrangements), vegetables, cookery (with special classes for men!), eggs, honey, 
wine, cider, art and photography. In addition, we have the very popular ‘Ted’s Taters’ in 
which competitors have to grow as many potatoes as possible in 25kg of soil, the winner 
being the one who grows the biggest weight of potatoes!

As in previous years, there are many Cups and Awards for class winners presented, 
with most competition classes strongly supported by local sponsors who provide prizes 
or gifts to class winners. We’d like to thank all our sponsors for their generous support.

It’s so easy to enter the Competition too. Entries were taken in person at The 
Panborough on the previous Wednesday and Thursday, with thanks to David Folland 
for opening the pub especially on these evenings. On show day, competitors were able 
to place their exhibits easily with the aid of clear signage and people on hand to help

This year entries completed online totalled almost the same as those made in person; 
a trend for the future, we’re sure.

There’s always lots to do once you’re touring the Show; this year we had a hilarious 
Maypole Dance organised by Bernard and Liz Coulter and enthusiastically joined in by 
children and adult children alike! We also had Punch & Judy, pottery demonstrations by 
local potter Jan Tomes, children’s craft games and skills and our very popular Companion 
Dog Show, so kindly supported and staged by Westfield Vets. And our special thanks to 
Jean Tincknell, who presented her flower arranging demonstration to a very appreciative 
audience, who then created their own arrangements with Jean’s help.

Of course, there’s the ever popular teas and cakes (though you normally have to 
queue for a seat, it’s that popular) as well as our well-stocked bar with ales from Cheddar 
Ales and wine from The Mendip Bottle.

Next year’s Show is planned for Saturday 5 September – you really must come along 
and join in the fun!
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It takes a lot of effort to stage the Flower & Village Show and we’re always looking 
for help, especially from the younger generation. Can you volunteer your help? Yes? 
Call Phil Butterworth on 712775 or email phil999@gmail.com to talk about it, or 
there’s a link on www.thealeflowershow.com to volunteer online. We’ve got lots of 
new ideas for next year’s Show but always welcome more and different ideas from 
new volunteers and helpers.

The Show in progress

Press contact: Phil Butterworth 07850 361171 / pb@theconsultant.org

Grants of Up to £5,000 Available to Local Groups
Could your organisation benefit from a grant from Wedmore Community 
Power Co-operative? Every year we help fund local organisations with grants 
from £100 up to £5,000.

The deadline for applications for the autumn round of grants is 30 
November. Information on the criteria for grants and an application 
form can be found at www.wedmorecpc.co.uk
Projects we have helped fund include:

Mary Clark, daughter of Theale Flower Show 
founder Burnett Champeney, who started the 

Show in 1943, opening the Show

Mary Clark with Cup & Class winners 
Amanda Carver & Trevor Prideaux

mailto:phil999@gmail.com
http://www.thealeflowershow.com
http://www.wedmorecpc.co.uk/community.php
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• solar panels and a battery storage system at Wedmore Village Hall;
• new cricket nets for Wedmore Cricket Club;
• new chairs for Theale Village Hall;
• solar panels on Wedmore’s new sports pavilion;
• an all-weather play area at Hugh Sexey Middle School, Blackford.

The Wedmore Hoard
The yew trees around the churchyard path are mostly dedicated to a special occasion, 
and it you look, you will find commemorative stones by each tree

Perhaps the most interesting of these is to mark the marriage in 1893 of the Duke 
of York (Later George V) to Princess Mary of Teck (Later Queen Mary).

More interesting yet is the post scriptum on the stone that tells us that.....
‘About 3 yards north east of this stone in March 1853 was found a crock containing 

more than 200 silver coins buried from the time of the kings Ethelred, Canute and 
Harold where they had lain covered and hidden for 800 years.’ The coins are in the 
British Museum and our county museum in Taunton. Most of the engraved letters 
have now fallen off but thanks to Hazel Hudson and a photo, The Friends of St. 
Mary’s are going to have the stone remade.

But the really interesting part of the story is missing from the stone. The hoard 
was found by Tucker Coles when widening the churchyard path. He used his treasure 
trove reward to emigrate from England to America in search of a better life where 
he died soon after in the civil war. What a sad story.

You may know that about 30 individuals and families, together with the scouts 
and guides have adopted graves to help keep the churchyard looking cared for. Some 
graves remain to be adopted. If you can lend a hand please give me a call.

Wedmore Christmas Cards
Big thanks to Mark Hamlin for 
allowing us to use the drone image 
of the church and village to create 
a lovely, snowy Wedmore Christmas 
Card.

The cards are on sale now at The 
Cottage Gallery or look out for them 
at the Charity Card Sale on Saturday 
2 November or the Christmas Fair - 
both at St. Mary’s.

The Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore, 
01934 712877

St Mary’s Church Wedmore Annual Charities’ Fair – Saturday 2 
November 2019
Once again St Mary’s PCC is opening the church to various charities to give them an 
opportunity to sell their Christmas cards, calendars and gifts. This year the Fair will 
be on Saturday 2 November from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. This is the 19th Fair and over 
the years it has raised thousands of pounds for a wide range of charitable causes. At 
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the time of going to press, there are only a few stalls still available. If you wish to have 
a stall, (registered charities only), please telephone me on 01934 712092.

Fairtrade coffee and cakes will be available to refresh you in between making 
your purchases. This is always a very happy occasion, so do come along and support 
your favourite charities.

Sue Burton, Co-ordinator

Let’s Make Wedmore Sparkle
The new lighting for Christmas across the Borough and Church 
Street will be switched on at 6.30pm on Sunday 1 December [until 
6 January] as part of the Advent windows.

You will also soon be seeing collecting boxes for the Make 
Wedmore Sparkle fund around the village. Do pop in a pound 
– or more! And if anyone would like more information, or to 
sponsor a light or several, please contact Suzanne as soon as you 
can. Furthermore we are already taking names for the Safari Supper on Saturday 8 
February, having sold all the tickets for the 19 October event.

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and Wedmore Parish 
Council here is this month’s item relating to our health and wellbeing. 

Lest We Forget
November is the month for remembrance. 
We remember especially those who have 
served in conflicts around the world and 
those who have lived through them. For 
many this was a time of horror and fear, but 
also for many it was a time for comradeship. 
Men and women who served in the Second 
World War will be in their nineties now and 
many of their comrades will be gone. In a 
time of conflict it was essential to ‘cover 
each other’s backs’ to survive, in some cases 
literally. Thank goodness we are not now in a time of conflict, but many of those who 
have served or lived through conflict will be older people and they may need us now 
to ‘cover their backs’ and support them to live their lives to the full. As we grow older 
our social networks can decrease and we can find it harder to get out and about as 
we once did. Older people are therefore at increased risk of becoming isolated and 
feeling lonely. Feeling lonely can have a detrimental effect on our health and wellbeing. 
In Wedmore we have a wealth of clubs and organisations to take part in, which can 
help to maintain social contacts and reduce isolation and feelings of loneliness. Your 
new Isle of Wedmore Directory has them listed, including a contact for each. Many 
of these clubs and organisations will offer support to attend, for example, if you will 
be coming alone. Some will also offer help to get there. If you find it difficult to get 
out and about contact our Village Agent Kirsten Rushby on 07746 332897 and she 
will make sure you have all the help and support you are entitled to.
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And a special note for the men – it is hoped that we will have an AxeVale Men’s 
Shed soon. This is where men can meet together to do all those things men like to 
do, for example, making things, mending things and just having a chat over a cuppa. 
To find out more and offer support for this project contact Martin Fulford on 07778 
879690 or email him martin.fulford@btinternet.com 

So there’s something for everyone in Wedmore to keep connected, whatever your age! 

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers 
The forthcoming meeting dates are 4th and 18th November.

Stella Moore,  Registered Music Therapist, HCPC 01934 732282

Richard Bean in Concert at Holy Trinity Blackford – Saturday 16 
November 
Richard Bean (brother of Nigel Bean of this parish) will be bringing his electronic 
music show ‘Elements Live’ to Holy Trinity for a multi-media concert in aid of charity. 
Richard uses synthesisers, drum machines etc, together with visual images and live 
effects to create an all-enveloping, multi-sensory experience.

The concert starts at 7.30 pm and any money raised will be shared between Weston 
Hospice Care and the church’s link in Zambia. Tickets are only £5 and £3 concessions 
and are available from www.futureparadisemusic, church members, Wedmore Village 
Stores or on the door.

St Mary’s Choir is Seeking Singers!
We meet on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church for an hour 
and all are welcome to join us. You do not need to commit to singing in 
church every Sunday but would be welcome to sing with us for festivals etc.

If you would like to join us, just come along or for more information 
contact Sue Moreman on 710278.

Charity Golf Day Raises Over £5,400 for The Samaritans (Weston-
super-Mare and N.Somerset Branch)
Friday 6 September saw the 3rd Samaritans Charity Golf Day held at the Isle of 
Wedmore GC. With the course, yet again, in fabulous condition, 28 teams of four 
players, each having supped a cup of tea or coffee and devoured a bacon bap, teed 
off through the morning and afternoon, playing a Bowmaker four ball competition 
format with two scores to count. Additionally there were nearest the pin competitions 
for both the men and ladies. The weather during the morning was reasonably kind 
until a short, sharp downpour in the early afternoon.

Despite the intervention of the heavens, spirits were not dampened and 
competition was fierce. Scoring for the most part was close, though in the end, the 
team from Cricket St Thomas GC won with the excellent score of 86 points, followed 
in second place by JTS with a score of 81 points.

On completion of their rounds all players enjoyed a hearty cold buffet meal. 
Throughout the day there was a raffle for over 40 prizes and a continuous Silent 
Auction for a number of valuable and attractive lots, all very generously donated. 
Both attracted huge support and, in particular, there was fierce competitive bidding 
for most of the Auction lots.

mailto:martin.fulford@btinternet.com
http://www.futureparadisemusic/
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Andy, Samaritans Director of Weston-super-Mare Branch awarded the prizes 
to the winners and made a short speech explaining the aims and objectives of the 
Samaritans movement and how it provides a service of empathetic support 24/7 over 
the telephone, email, text and face to face for those who are lonely, distressed and 
sometimes suicidal whilst remaining non-judgemental and completely confidential. 
He also explained that each branch’s very existence was dependant on the generosity 
of sponsors and donors and fund raising events such as the golf day competition, as 
it received no direct funding and none of its volunteers are paid. 

He thanked profusely all those who has taken part, the generosity of those who 
had supported the raffle and Silent Auction, the Club, its staff and professional, Tom 
Hiscock, for hosting the event and the large number of individuals and companies who 
had either sponsored holes or made donations, all helping to raise such a fantastic 
sum on this most enjoyable day.

It is hoped, once again, to repeat this event and hold a 4th Samaritans Golf Day 
in summer 2021.

Oddments Theatre: A Christmas Messenger – Sunday 24 November
St Mary’s church has invited The Oddments Theatre to perform their new play in 
Wedmore on Sunday 24 November at 4 pm. Oddments is a full-time Christian Theatre 
Company, whose aim is to produce quality drama, which is both entertaining to watch 
and thought-provoking. Their wide repertoire of both original material and sketches 
from well-known Christian writers covers a number of issues and is very popular.

A Christmas Messenger is a comedic look at the nativity story, told from the point 
of view of a very special character who is told there is no part for him in this year’s 
nativity play. Join us as we travel back to the time of Mary and Joseph on a mission 
to prove that Christmas, and the Nativity story, is for everyone.

This production is suitable for children of all ages and adults too! It’s an all-round 
family show!

All are welcome, there is no charge, as this is a gift from St Mary’s church to guide 
you into the true spirit of Christmas. No need to book, but we suggest arriving early 
to ensure you get the best seats in the house.

Concert at Wedmore Methodist Church – Wednesday 4 December
At 7 pm, an Annual Concert in aid of Children’s Hospice South West. Come and join 
us for an evening of entertainment - all participants give their time free for this very 
worthy charity; ‘Making the most of short and precious lives.’ No charge for admission 
and all donations will go directly to the Children›s Hospice South West. No expenses 
taken. Refreshments served after the concert (a small charge) and there will also be 
a Christmas Gift stall together with CHSW Charity cards and gifts. We look forward 
to seeing you again this year.

Wedmore Village Hall Presents a Craft Beer and 
Comedy Christmas Special – Saturday 7 December
After the outstanding success of September’s sell-out show, we 
have invited back One-Off Comedy Nights to give us an even better 
Christmas Special.
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The last one was wild. We loved it. This one is going to be even wilder. Diving 
straight into festive fun, we’ve been told the comics are already preparing a show 
that will amaze!

It will again be led by Michael Hackett, a Manchester born comedian, who is a 
regular at the Edinburgh Fringe and performs stand-up around the UK, Europe and 
Australasia. He is also the author of the bestseller book ‘Gobsmacked!’ (you guessed 
it; he once was a rogue northern dentist). Hand picking some of the best pro-acts from 
the circuit, they’re all now working solidly to make this huge show a night to remember.

In addition, the drinks are going to be extra-special. Having paired up with the 
fanatics at Brewed Boy (West England’s award-winning craft beer makers), there 
will be festive beers on tap with Christmas wines and proseccos to make the night a 
true delight.

The event is strictly 18+ and like last time we expect it to sell out fast.
Early bird tickets available for £10 from www.WedmoreChristmas.eventbrite.com 

up until 15 November (subject to availability). After that tickets will cost £12.
www.Facebook.com/OneOffComedyNights

Wedmore Village Hall AGM – Thursday 12 December 2019
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Wedmore 
Village Hall Management Committee – Thursday, 12 
December 2019 at 6.00 pm in the Small Hall.

The Village Hall Management Committee continue to 
make improvements to the Hall and its facilities to make it 
an ever more attractive venue for current and new users. 

Over 25 user groups now make use of the hall on a regular basis. It continues to be 
a well-loved community asset.

Over the last year we have completely refurbished the entrance lobby and installed 
new lighting making it a much more welcoming and attractive area. A new outside 
light has also been fitted which greatly enhances the external appearance and allows 
the Victorian features of the entrance to be truly appreciated. The front door and 
metal work have also been renovated. Two new notice boards have been placed on 
either side of the front door.

Work is currently underway to refurbish much of the main kitchen. New units 
on the corridor side and on the wall by the cooker have been installed, new doors 
have been fitted to the units below the bar and the bar surface has been sanded and 
varnished and looks great.

We have raised the necessary funds, thanks to Wedmore Community Power Co-
operative and the Isle of Wedmore News, to replace the energy-hungry halogen lights 
in the Main Hall with state-of-the-art LEDs which can be controlled to set different 
moods and lighting levels in the Main Hall allowing a more subtle effect when needed 
such as for parties or for yoga classes.

Plans are well underway to redecorate the Main Hall, no mean task as scaffolding 
will be required, and to refurbish and modernise the Snug. Unfortunately these plans 
have had to be put on hold as an investigation as to why damp was getting into the 
ceiling of the Main Hall proved that the leadwork of the ‘bell tower’ had slipped 
and had badly deteriorated such that it needs to be fixed before anything else can 
progress. The weathervane at the apex of the ‘bell tower’ had also come adrift and 

https://wedmorechristmas.eventbrite.com/
http://www.facebook/OneOffComedyNights
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has had to be removed for the moment before falling and causing damage! This 
work will severely dent any surplus funds we may have held. Meanwhile we continue 
to need to be mindful of regular repair work – broken gutters, slipped tiles, loose 
cement flashings, etc. 

The raked seating continues to be popular with users and audiences alike, the solar 
panels provide a useful contribution to the hall’s energy bill and the recently sanded 
Main Hall floor, whilst getting a good battering, does seem to be surviving! Manor 
Lane is due to be resurfaced and the hall is contributing towards this as access to the 
car park necessitates use of the lane.

We are very grateful to our sponsors and users for the continued success of the 
hall. I hope that as many of our user group representatives will attend the AGM on 
Thursday, 12 December along with any residents of Wedmore and let us know your 
needs and wishes for the hall.

Simon C Tomes, Chairman 
Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee

Behind the Scenes at Wedmore Arts Festival
It’s still six months until the Wedmore Arts Festival returns to the village in 2020 – but 
plans have already been made, many of the artists and performers booked. 

The aim of the Festival is to bring to Wedmore a varied and engaging mix of 
performers, many of them high profile names not normally associated with village 
events, others less well-known but equally talented. We also have a policy to encourage 

and support young 
artists with their feet 
still on the first rungs 
of the ladder. The first 
of these protégées was 
Poppy McGhee, the 
brilliant young violinist 
who has become a firm 
favourite amongst 
local audiences – and 
now further afield. 
Whilst continuing to 
support Poppy, our 
most recent discovery 
is Innes Oliver who is 
stepping out into the 
world of ballet. This 
year we have been 
able to assist her in a 
variety of ways, making 
it possible for her to 
attend the National 
Yo u t h  B a l l e t ’ s 
summer school and 

Innes Oliver in front of this year’s NYB performance poster
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subsequently perform at Sadlers Wells in front of an audience which included some 
of today’s legendary ballet figures. We look forward to supporting Innes in the future, 
and watching her take her place beside her heroes!

The WAF committee continues to look at new ways of encouraging the next 
generation to develop a passion for the arts and art-based subjects. To this end we 
are currently in discussion with local schools about projects we might support. The 
first of these will be the funding of a special Christmas performance by Bristol Old 
Vic for Wedmore First School. We are also open to suggestions as to where else our 
support might be helpful and are keen to know what sort of events you would like to 
see and hear during our annual Arts Festival. We aim to offer a wide range of music, 
drama, art, dance, poetry and comedy during an action-packed week: 8 – 16 May 
2020. If you have thoughts or suggestions, please leave a message on 01934 807229. 
Or contact us via the website wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

IT for the Terrified 
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?

IT for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of 
two hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and 
friendly way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most 
subjects and fully understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to 
the newcomer. We can cover android ‘phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, 
Windows and Macs.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an 
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, 
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and cost £10 for a 
two-hour session, but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any 
other requirements..

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a answer phone – please leave a message)

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch

A Day in the Life 
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com.

mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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Focus on Businesses
Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The latest lucky winners are: September, Mr and Mrs Pedrick with ticket number 52 
and runner-up Mrs Sheila Jack with number 36; October, Rena Giles with number 
35 and David and Venetia Hopkins with number 13.

Harvest Home 100 Club 
This month and next month’s Harvest Home 100 Club has been drawn, (due to no 
meeting next month). 

September winners:
First prize number 25 Danny Weare; Second prize number 26 Sally Brown.

October winners:
First prize number 50 Neil Tucker; Second prize number 38 Dave Bennett.

Congratulations!

Wedmore WI
Margaret welcomed members to our first meeting since the summer 
break. We had apologies from three members.

It has been decided to change the day and time of our meetings in 
the New Year. From January 2020 we will meet on the fourth Wednesday 
afternoon of the month at 2.30 pm in the Masonic Hall, when we will 
end the meetings with tea and cakes. There will be more details later.

Our Birthday Lunch was held in The White Horse in Mark on 
Thursday 17 November. Names were taken for the Carol Service in Wells on 
Wednesday 11 December and for those wishing to go the AGM in Taunton.

Two members had been to Denman recently and two had visited Highgrove Castle. 
Both visits were very much enjoyed.

Our speaker was Barbara Spencer Jones who is an award winning author. She has 
been speaking publicly about her life and work for about 50 years and her title was 
‘Things aren’t what they used to be.’ She told us about her love of cricket, following 
the West Indies team and living in Grenada for six years. She had a varied career, 
running a hotel then setting up a secretarial college in Barbados. There followed jobs 

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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in New York, Greece, Lebanon and Syria. In most cases, just before war broke out. 
Back in England she started writing children’s books. The first was called ‘Scruffy’ 
followed by 19 other books. She finds it stimulating talking to children in school. It 
was a very full and interesting career.

Diana Rocky

Wedmore Young Farmers

Wedmore YFC members who attend Hugh Sexey School planted a pear tree at the 
school as part of a national young farmers’ campaign called Protect Our Future. 
The club over the next couple of months will be planting 420 saplings as part of the 
initiative. Wednesday 2 October was an important day because the national federation 
had chosen to focus on Wedmore on all of its social media channels, so this was why 
they decided to launch their tree planting campaign on this day. It was also during 
National Young Farmers Week.

Report of Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting – 26 September 2019
This was the first meeting of the Isle of Wedmore Society after 
its summer break. The well attended meeting started with a short 
presentation by Cathy Butterworth on the Wedmore Health 
and Wellbeing Project and she updated the members on the 
progress of the project. Cathy also introduced the directory of 
services and organisations that she has produced and this has 
been circulated to residents of Wedmore. Cathy reminded members that there will 
be a Health and Wellbeing day on Saturday 12 October at three different venues in 
Wedmore, namely the Village Hall, the Masonic hall and St Mary’s church. Cathy 
was followed by Martin Fulford who gave a short presentation on the proposal to 
establish a ‘Men’s Shed’ in the Axe Valley to serve the populations of Wedmore, 
Axbridge and Cheddar. The main aim of the project is to provide a meeting venue 
and workshop facilities for the population of the area to reduce the risk of isolation 
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and loneliness and improve the health and wellbeing of people who wish to attend. 
The Men’s Shed will be represented at the Health and Wellbeing day in the Village 
Hall on 12 October.

The members and guests of the society were then treated to a very entertaining 
illustrated talk entitled ‘We know it’s crap …. but is it art?’ by Trevor Prideaux on 
the subject of the Turnip Prize. Trevor told us of the history of the competition, as 
a tongue in cheek answer to the annual Turner Prize hosted by the Tate Gallery. 
Like all good ideas, the competition was first mooted in 1999 over a pint of beer, in 
a local pub where the competition was first held. In its third year the competition 
moved to the public toilets in Wedmore. In 2003 the competition moved to the New 
Inn where it has stayed ever since.

Over the years the award has attracted attention from the news media across the 
world from as far away as Russia and the USA. Television cameras may be seen in 
Wedmore in November when the winner is announced. The entries are judged on 
the best puns and a considerable lack of effort! It could only happen in Wedmore 
and long may it continue!

Report on Green Wedmore Repair Café – Saturday 28 September
Lots of people came along to the Village Hall with all manner of items to be fixed - 
bikes, broken zips, lamps, a steam mop, ornaments, and all sorts 
of electrical items. More than 50 items were brought for repair, 
and the team of helpful volunteers were able to fix most on the 
spot, with some requiring new parts - hopefully these people 
will return next time. A knife sharpener was present and he was 
extremely busy sharpening blades from kitchen knives to garden 
shears and there were also three chainsaws sharpened. Thank 
you to all the amazing volunteers who gave up their time and expertise, so many 
items were diverted from landfill. The Repair Cafe is usually held twice a year, so 
look out for the next one.



November 2019 19

‘Time for Me’ – a New Group for Ex-Carers
This group is intended for ex-carers and carers, both male and female. 

The aim is to assist such people, showing them it is good to join activities now that 
their spouses or partners are being cared for by professionals, or have sadly passed 
away.

Carers are often forgotten, they are the unsung heroes of care who have spent 
many years devoting their time looking after their loved ones at no cost. ‘Time for me’ 
is very apt and hopefully many people will take advantage of time out at the group 
where we offer a platform for speakers on many relevant subjects. 

We will meet twice monthly on Thursday mornings. Forthcoming dates are: 7 and 
21 November, 5 and 19 December. Please phone Anne on 07923 055 241 for more 
information.

‘The Wind in the Willows’ – November Producer’s Blog

One of the great 
j o y s  o f  b e i n g 
i n v o l v e d  i n  a 
huge community 
production like 
this one is the 
constant discovery 
of such a range 
of creative and 
a r t i s t i c  s k i l l s 
hiding as lights 
under the bushels of so many local people!

For example, our very own Anne Richards (currently Wedmore Theatre Chair, 
and Stage Manager for ‘Wind in the Willows’) has revealed herself as an accomplished 
water colourist, and has painted some enchanting illustrations, which we are using both 
on the poster, and also on a number of our set backdrops. Since it was first published 
by Kenneth Grahame in 1908, this book has been illustrated by literally dozens of 
artists – including Robert Ingpen. Arthur Rackham and the immortal E.H Shepard 
of Pooh fame. I can safely say that Anne’s pictures live up to all these great artists! 
Below is a charming example, featuring Ratty and Mole in their boat.

Then we have the incomparable Philip Hamlin (any of you who ever drive past 
Wedmore Village Hall will be familiar with his prolific work over the years, creating 
themed and seasonal models to fit to its exterior) who has built and painted our car, 
boat, caravan and other Edwardian vehicles for the show. We have wardrobe creators, 
working under Judy Phillpotts, who can turn 8 year-old children into fluffy squirrels 
and hedgehogs, complete with ears and tails, and a 6’8” man into a washerwoman. We 
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have set designers who can create rivers on which boats and barges can sail, a spooky 
Wild Wood and a magnificent Toad Hall, a lighting designer who can bring it all to 
life; and all this remarkable talent is right here in our local community!

Oh, and not forgetting a cast of thirty – aged from 6 to 60 – who not only can act 
their socks off, whether as animals or humans, but it turns out can sing in harmony 
like angels under the expert musical direction of Alan Philps and Wayne Hahn. We 
even have a boy soprano (or is it treble?) whose solo is guaranteed not to leave a dry 
eye in the house!

Tickets are now on sale at www.wedmoretheatre.com and at Wedmore Village 
Store.

For full details and dates, see our Monthly Report that follows below.

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report – November 2019
‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Alan Bennett. Tickets are now on 
general sale 

Most members of our community will by now be aware that 
Wedmore Theatre is staging Alan Bennett’s National Theatre 
adaptation of Kenneth Grahame’s much-loved classic novel about 
friends and foes on the riverbank.

A sixty-strong team has been working since July on developing this production to 
bring to Wedmore, and finally we are ready to sell the tickets!

Subscribers to Wedmore Theatre’s free Newsletter have had a two-week priority 
booking period, since 14 October, ahead of tickets going on general sale to the public.

However, everyone can now buy tickets, both at Wedmore Village Store and 
online at www.wedmoretheatre.com. All tickets are numbered, and the raised seating 
generally goes first, so early booking is the easiest way to get the best seats.

Performance dates are as follows:
• Thursday 28 November at 7.30 pm
• Friday 29 November at 7.30 pm
• Saturday 30 November at 2.30 pm
• Saturday 30 November at 7.30 pm

To find out more about the production, please contact one or both of the co-
directors, Carrie Large and Kathryn McGill at carrie.large@hotmail.co.uk and 
kathryncjones9@hotmail.com 

Wedmore Theatre

Wedmore Art Group
Wedmore Art Group is again making these available to non-
members for a fee of £8 per session per head. Tina Dodd (an 
artist in Somerset Arts’ Week) is doing two sessions on pen and 
wash buildings on Friday 8 November and Friday 15 November. 
Sessions are held at the Masonic Hall from 2pm until 4.30pm. 
Please phone the Secretary, Jim on 01934 712663 to reserve a 
place.

http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
http://www.wedmoretheatre.com
mailto:carrie.large@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:kathryncjones9@hotmail.com
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Green Wedmore
We are delighted to have as our special guest speaker on Monday 
4 November, Julian Hight giving a fascinating talk about his new 
book ‘Britain’s Ancient Forest - Legacy and Lore’, complemented 
by original forest music through the seasons written specially to 
accompany the book.

Julian trained as a graphic designer and musician but his 
interest in trees started at a young age as he was lucky enough to 

grow up next to woodland which had a profound effect on him.
Between 2007 and 2011 he travelled Britain photographing and gathering history 

and legend of Britain’s ancient trees for his first book for the National Trust - Britain’s 
Tree Story.

Since that time, 
Ju l ian  t rave l led 
e x t e n s i v e l y  t o 
c a p t u r e  1 0 0 
magnificent trees 
in 39 countries for 
his second book, 
World Tree Story. 
He spent most of 
his working life in 
publishing and is 
currently a freelance 
author and graphic 
des igner .  Ju l ian 
also campaigns to 
save  threatened 
trees and ancient 
woodland and is an 
active member of 
the Woodland Trust. 
Please come along 
to this fascinating 
talk which focusses 
on the subject of his 
third and new book 
‘Britain’s Ancient 
Fores t  -  L egacy 
and Lore’ where 
there will be copies 
available to buy on the night. The event is free but donations are welcome.

Please keep up-to-date on this and all our other events on the Green Wedmore 
Facebook page.
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Wedmore Gardening Club
Although there is a definite autumnal nip in the air, we have had 
a lovely summer of gardening. I know there’s been a fair amount 
of watering to do which has definitely been worthwhile as at the 
beginning of September there is still a lot of colour and interest in 
our gardens and in the tubs and planters around the village. By the 
time this edition of Wedmore News comes out bulb planting will be 
well underway so lots still to do to prepare our gardens for winter and, of course, spring.

On 28 August we had a great day out to Stourhead. A really interesting tour led 
by Emily Utgren brought the gardens alive for me with all the information about all 
aspects of the gardens. It was great fun.

On Tuesday 22 October our talk was on ‘Fungi in Fact and Fiction’ by Mark Bullen 
from Wrighton. There are many beautiful and interesting fungi, which I’m always 
wary of picking/touching, but, as the title suggests, Mark should be able to sort out 
‘fact from fiction’ and I will report on this in the next edition.

On 26 November the last talk of the year is entitled ‘Winter Cheer/Springtime’ by 
Christopher Birchall from Cullompton.

Meetings are held in the Masonic andall andand start at 7.30 pm. As always, 
members and guests are very welcome.

Jean Windridge 

Club50
Summer is over and so are our very successful coach trips for this year. We have been 
to Bradford-on-Avon, the Brecon Beacons, Cirencester and a fabulous sunny day in 
Sidmouth. We will resume in April 2020 so keep your eye on the Isle of Wedmore 
News for the destinations. 

However, on 20 November we will have an afternoon meeting at 2.30pm in the 
Masonic Hall: tea and cake with a talk by a representative from the TSB Bank. 
Members and guests welcome.

Our Christmas Lunch will be on 18 December.
Contact Pauline Lunn on 01934 732517.

RNLI Local Launches in September
Eleven launches (Minehead – 5, Portishead - 6).

Portishead lifeboat was called to a ‘Man Overboard 
Incident’ in September having received a mayday call from 
a yacht saying that a man was overboard off Portishead. The 
Atlantic 85 lifeboat was launched at 12.22 pm in worsening 
weather conditions at best speed to the reported position of the casualty vessel. 
Working closely with the Coastguard helicopter crew flying above, the lifeboat arrived 
on scene to find that his crewmate had managed to recover the yacht’s skipper back 
on board. Jake, RNLI crew volunteer, boarded the casualty vessel, checked both 
men over and noticed that the skipper’s condition was deteriorating, so he radioed 
the lifeboat to come alongside to get them off. The lifeboat crew radioed ahead and 
requested medical assistance and an ambulance to meet them at the marina. The 
Portishead Coastguard team and RNLI shore crew met them while an ambulance 
arrived and took the skipper to hospital for further treatment.
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Weather Report for September 2019 

RAINFALL
 Monthly total 98.4 mm (3.87 ins)
 30-year average 61.2 mm (2.41 ins)
 Wettest day (30th) 23.8 mm (0.94 ins)
 No of dry days 17 
 Last 3 months (Jul - Sep) 218 mm (8.57 ins)
 Year ending 30 Sep 19 789 mm (31.06 ins)
 30-year annual average 805 mm (31.67 ins)

TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (21st) 23.5 °C (74.3 °F)
 Minimum (18th) 4.0 °C (39.2 °F)
 Number of air frosts Nil
 Monthly average maximum 18.3 °C (64.9 °F)
 30-year average maximum 19.2 °C (66.6 °F)
 Monthly average minimum 9.9 °C (49.9 °F)

 30-year average minimum 9.8 °C (49.6 °F) 

COMMENTS
First three weeks relatively dry. Temperatures close to average. 

Denley Brown

Vera’s Verse for November 
Helpful Hints 

When life gives you one of its hard knocks 
Take it on the chin

You get nasty letters 
Throw them in the bin.

A bad tempered remark comes your way
Don’t let it get under your skin

If you have moody friends 
Try to make them grin.

If you have naughty treats 
Keep them in a tin

Happy life?
You win.

Vera Banwell 
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The Crossword: Number 31
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

8 Lock nut around short stem (6)
9 Reverse the contents of his bill on treatment of 

criminals! No sir! PM is not likely to (8)
10 Firstly take a journey, motoring across highlands and 

lowlands to find a mausoleum (3,5)
11 Enigma of getting unstoned (6)
12 Rent from content lacking parking (5)
14 Pulls back a schoolchild at study (4)
15 Rapier say failed to initiate guarantee (4)
17 Butcombe used the loan to make alcohol (7)
18 Control outlandish behaviour in country abode (7)
21 Discombobulate will go feral without beer (4)
23 Snatch the heat from a fancy hanky (4)
24 Neighbourhood around northern stadium (5)
26 Isolation of lady researching ‘Larkspur dahlias’ (6)
28 Constitutional above landslide (8)
30 Compressor has one article and another with a firm 

centre (8)
31 God of thunder wields an American hatchet on the torso (6)

DOWN:

1 Parrot played tape about playboy (8)
2 Scrap half of the alphabet (4)
3 See 6
4 See 6
5 Surgery choice took age into consideration (9)
6/3/4 Grahhame’s “Breeze in the Trees” at Wedmore 

village hall 28th November (4,2,3,7)
7 Apprehend and give room for a tie (6)
13 Stick-in-the-mud gave voice about the first theme (5)
15 HIJKLMNO (5)
16 Address of college close to Tyneside provides plastic (9)
19 Automatic copper say a form of bronze (8)
20 Bridge partners transform a lady into a seasonal 

character of the opposite sex (7)
22 Antiguan animal reserve is proud of this lizard (6)
25 This, with a whistle, could get diamonds (5)
27 Little Richard (4)
29 Ooh Beau! You sound so musical on the radio (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Forthcoming Events
Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough Inn – Friday 1 November 
Open Mic at 8pm, all welcome. 

St Mary’s Church Wedmore Annual Charities’ Fair – Saturday 2 
November 2019
This year the Fair will be on Saturday 2 November from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. 

Fairtrade coffee and cakes will be available to refresh you in between making your 
purchases. 

Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 4 November 
At The Swan 8pm. Guest speaker Julian Hight: ‘Britain’s Ancient 
Forest - Legacy and Lore.’

The Tea Set – Friday 8 November 
3 – 4.30 pm, the Lady Chapel at St Mary’s Church, cake and informal chat. 

Wedmore Farmers’ and Craft Market – Saturday 9 November 
At the Borough Yard, 9.30am to 1.30pm. Any enquiries please contact Mrs Judith 
Gould on 07813 340086. 

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 9 November
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome. 

Wedmore Methodist Church Coffee for All – Friday 15 
November 
10 am – 12 noon in the church. 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough – Friday 15 November 
Open Mic at 8pm. All welcome 

Theale Flower Show Harvest Supper– Saturday 16 November
Following a very successful and enjoyable evening last year, Theale Flower Show are 
having a Harvest Supper again on Saturday 16 November!

There will be a 3-course supper plus a glass of wine!
This year Bernard Coulter, producer and sometime actor in the 

famous Theale Panto, driving force for the folk club and film club, also 
regularly performing with the Somerset Levellers, has agreed to be the 
after dinner speaker!

Tickets will be £15 and to book please contact Lesley Luke on 01934 713176/ 
lesleyluke@live.co.uk or Cathy Butterworth 01934 712775/cb@theconsultant.org. 
We will try to meet any special dietary requirements so please let us know when 
booking your ticket.

Theale Community Café – Saturday 16 November 
At Theale Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon. 

mailto:lesleyluke@live.co.uk
mailto:cb@theconsultant.org
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Theale Film Club – Sunday 17 November 
‘They Shall Not Grow Old’. Using state-of-the-art technology and materials 
from the BBC and Imperial War Museum, filmmaker Peter Jackson allows 
the story of World War I to be told by the men who were there.

Life on the front is explored through the voices of the soldiers, who 
discuss their feelings about the conflict.

Temp membership available.

Theale Flower Show AGM – Monday 18 November 
At the Theale Village Hall, get a free glass of wine or soft drink to lubricate the 
discussion and see how you can help stage next year’s Show. As always, we look 
forward to seeing you!

Club 50 Afternoon Meeting – Wednesday 20 November 
2.30pm in the Masonic Hall. Tea and cake with a talk by a representative from the TSB Bank.

Wedmore WI – Thursday 21 November 
Sue Smith will demonstrate ‘Christmas Makes.’ The competition is ‘The Last 
Rose of Summer.’ Visitors are always welcome.

Autumn Churchyard Tidy-Up – Saturday 23 November
A team made up of Wedmore in Bloom, St. Mary’s Congregation, The Friends of 
St. Mary’s, the Grave Adopters and other willing bods (including perhaps you?) are 
planning to mount a convivial, informal work party to tidy up the churchyard on 
Saturday 23 November. Can you join them?

Gather from 09.30 / 10.00 am for a couple of hours. Bring a flask and cake together 
with tools and the means to remove debris. See you there!

Green Wedmore’s Big Tidy Up – Sunday 24 November 
10am at the Borough House Yard

Oddments Theatre: A Christmas Messenger – Sunday 24 November
4pm at St Mary’s Church.

Wedmore Gardening Club – Tuesday 26 November 
The last talk of the year by Christopher Birchall entitled ‘Winter 
Cheer / Springtime’ All meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and 
begin at 7.30pm. Members and guests, as always, are most welcome.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 November
The November meeting, our last for the year, will take place 
in the Wedmore Masonic Hall at 7.30pm. The speaker will be 
Curtis Hogben, a former Detective Inspector, and his talk will be 
on ‘Investigating the Crime.’ Members free, visitors £3 with free 
tea/coffee afterwards. There is no December meeting and the 
next one will be on Thursday 23 January 2020. Contact Ian Tomes on 01934 710390.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough – Friday 29 November 
Open Mic at 8pm. All welcome 
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Wedmore Gardening Club Christmas Dinner – Tuesday 3 December 
7.30 pm at the Masonic Hall. 

An Evening of Christmas Entertainment – Friday 6 
December 
At 7.30 pm in the Theale Village Hall.

Seasonal songs, sketches and recitations presented by members 
of the Theale Players, Theale Church and friends. 

This is a fund raiser going towards the maintenance of our 
village church and hall. We hope it will be well supported.

Tickets £10 to include a light supper. Bar and raffle. Tel 01934 
712144; advance booking please.

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays 
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, for babies to pre-school children. 
Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email 
chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon come and chat with 
us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search 
on line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library 
With the temporary closure of Cheddar Library, the Craft and Sewing 
Group is dormant at the moment, but we hope to run our usual 
children’s craft session in the half-term holiday, when the library 
should be open again.

Inner Wheel Club of Mendip
Ladies (of varying ages) meet on the first Tuesday of the month at the 
Cider Shed, Winscombe. We aim to promote true friendship, encourage 
the ideals of personal service and foster international understanding. 
New members are always welcome – please contact Linda Wright 
01934 713226. 

Mark W.I. Meeting – Thursday 7 November 
At the Church Hall, Vicarage Lane, Mark at 7.30pm.

Sarah Harris gives an entertaining talk entitled ‘Marie Antoinette’s Guide to 
Farming,’ followed by tea, coffee and cake. Our friendly group welcomes new members 
and guests of all ages. Non-members entry £5 on the door.

mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk
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Cheddar Flower Power Open Meeting – Monday 11 November
In the Cheddar Village Hall at 7.30pm. National Demonstrator Nigel Whyles will be 
demonstrating his interpretation of ‘Seasonal Splendour’. Come along and get some 
ideas for decorating your home for Christmas, maybe win one of the arrangements 
in the raffle and perhaps pick up a bargain on the White Elephant Stall.

Ticket are £12 (to include refreshments), available from Carol Kilburn - 713158
or Linda Wright – 713226.

Axbridge Archaeological and Local History Society Informal Study 
Day – Saturday 16 November
An informal study day will look at landscape archaeology, vernacular 
buildings and pottery. It’s intended as an introduction to these topics – 
no specialist knowledge required. £10 for non-members. Venue: Cross 
Memorial Hall BS26 2EL from 10am to 4pm. Full details of this and 
the full programme are on the website www.aalhs.co.uk.

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre Autumn Season
• Tuesday 19 November - Sometimes Always Never 
• Wednesday 11 December - Miracle on 34th Street 

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
For queries and help, email cheddararts@gmail.com 
Payment for the booking system is by credit / debit card only and cash will only be 

accepted for tickets sold on the door.
Copies of the programme are available in local shops, the leisure centre and on 

the organisation’s website – www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts. 
Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between Kings Academy school 

and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art studio theatre. For 
more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

West Mendip Orchestra Concert – Saturday 29 November 
7.45pm at The Friends Meeting House, Oakridge Lane, Sidcot, BS25 1LT. Glinka: A 
Life for the Tsar, Mendelssohn: Violin Concerto, Borodin: Symphony No.1. Tickets 
£10 (concessions £8, students £2) available on the door.

Somerset Choral Society Concert by Candlelight with the Wrington 
Youth Choir – Saturday 30 November
7 pm at All Saints Church, Wrington BS40 5LF (doors open 6:15pm). 

The main feature will be ‘A Ceremony of Carols’ by Benjamin 
Britten sung by the Somerset Choral Society and the Wrington Youth 
Choir accompanied on harp by Alis Mills Huws, Official Harpist to 
HRH The Prince of Wales. This will be followed by a selection of carols 
from the ‘Carols for Choirs’ book arranged by David Willcocks and 
John Rutter. The Musical Director is Allison Blundell. Mulled wine 
and mince pies will be on sale during the interval. Tickets priced £10 
may be obtained in advance from 01934 843727 or may be purchased on the door 
subject to availability.

http://www.aalhs.co.uk
http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
mailto:cheddararts@gmail.com
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Beef and Orange Casserole
A welcome wintry dinner dish. Good served with mashed potato and a green vegetable 
of your choice.

Ingredients
1¼ - 1½ lbs of cubed beef
1 onion, finely chopped
3 rashers of bacon, chopped
1 large garlic clove
2 tbsp olive oil
½ lb carrots, peeled and sliced
1 tbsp flour (sifted)
100 ml red wine
150 ml water
1 tbsp tomato puree
Salt & pepper to taste
1 orange, juice and grated zest
1 dessertspoon black treacle

Method

1. In a large casserole pan, gently fry the onion in the olive oil for 2-3 minutes then 
add the bacon and garlic for another five minutes.

2. Add the beef and carrots, stirring gently and slowly add the flour. Gradually blend 
in the wine, water, black treacle, orange juice and zest and bring to the boil, cover 
and simmer for 5 minutes.

3. Transfer to the oven (140C or gas mark 1) for about 2 hours until the beef is tender.

Sue Gudgeon

The Garden in November
By the time you read this, summer will be well and truly over.

At the time of writing (29 September) the weather forecast is for 
unsettled weather, wet for the next day or so, then cold, then warming 
up again as the remnants of a hurricane arrive from the Atlantic, so, 
‘You pays yer money and takes yer choice’ I think.

You should really finish bulb planting now. Tulips should be the latest 
to go in. One of the most frequent reasons for poor performance from 
bulbs is shallow planting. If you buy bulbs in packets, they usually come 
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with some sort of guide to depth of planting, but if, of course, you buy loose bulbs, 
this will not be the case. A useful rule of thumb is to plant at twice the depth of 
the bulb’s diameter; if in doubt, go a little deeper than this, rather than shallower.

Although daffodil bulbs can be left in situ after flowering, until the next season 
shallow planting exposes them to damage from narcissus fly, which also attacks 
snowdrops. Tulip bulbs, because they come from climates with very hot dry summers 
(I was lucky enough to see a few wild species in flower in Turkey last May / June) 
may need to be removed from the ground and kept warm and dry to ripen them; 
this can be made simpler by planting them in the kind of baskets that are sold for 
water plants, so that bulbs, basket and all, can be easily lifted after the foliage has 
died off next summer.

If you are planting bulbs in containers, you can get a succession of flowers by 
planting at different depths e.g. tulips deeper than daffodils and smaller bulbs such 
as crocuses nearer the surface. If you are using a proprietary peat or peat substitute 
compost for your bulbs, add about 20% bark or grit to the mix to make it more open.

Unless we have a sudden plunge into winter, soil temperatures should still be 
high enough in November to plant new hedges and/or other bare-rooted trees and 
shrubs. There are various schools of thought about whether compost should be added 
to the hole at planting. Compost aimed at improving soil structure is fine, but too 
much fertility in the planting hole can mean that the plant does not go searching 
for nutrients and does not develop such a good root system.

If you have a greenhouse, you may well be putting into it about now, patio plants 
etc. to overwinter

If you have had it full of tomatoes, cucumbers, etc. through the summer, when 
taking them out, consider removing all plants from the house and giving it a really 
good clean before putting in your plants for the winter; this can help in the control 
of pests such as whitefly and spider-mites. Make sure of course that the plants you 
are putting into the house are not already carrying pests which will then multiply 
in the greenhouse. Some insecticide products that are active against these pests 
only control the adults and spraying needs to be carried out two or three times to 
control any eggs that may hatch out after the adults that laid them have died. This 
will usually be stated on the pack.

If you are an organic gardener and you wish to control these pests, predators 
are available from specialist companies, but these are often only active at warmer 
temperatures, so check this.

Lawns and rock gardens can often be damaged by fallen leaves, so try to clear 
them as they fall and put them somewhere to rot down into leaf-mould, a useful 
soil conditioner and compost ingredient.

Leaves are slower to rot than some other garden waste, so it is best not to put 
them in thick layers on the compost heap; give them a separate heap of their own 
or put them into black bin liners with some holes punched in them, until they have 
rotted. Accelerants which inoculate the leaves with organisms associated with the 
process are available. These are usually available at garden centres or advertised 
in the gardening press or on the internet, as are the predators mentioned above.
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A couple of reminders for the vegetable garden: sow Aqudulce Claudia broad-
beans now for cropping in May / June. Garlic cloves should also go in and although 
it’s a little bit late, I had good results with overwintered onion sets, both red and 
white, planted this time last year.

Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
These days we are sometimes encouraged to make a ‘bucket 
list’ of things to do before we die. Eleven years ago I fulfilled 
a long-standing ambition to stand beneath the mighty sequoia 
trees in the Yosemite National Park and see the ancient bristle 
cone pines in the mountains of North America. From childhood 
I have had an interest in trees, especially one of their features, 
their longevity. On my return from America I brought back a small plastic tube about 
six inches long which contained a tiny sequoia tree with its root in damp cotton wool. 
It is now growing in my orchard near an oak tree. The sequoia was a small shoot when 
I planted it, it is now over twice my height and barring mishap it could still be around 
for another three thousand years. I wonder what our parish will look like then?

Compared with trees our natural lifespan is brief the Bible says;
‘Seventy years is the span of our life, eighty if our strength holds’ 

(Psalm 90, v.10 New English Bible)
Of course some of us will live a good few years longer, but we are all mortal. Even 

the giant sequoias and bristle cone pines which can live for thousands of years will 
eventually die.

Our material world, indeed the whole universe is trapped in the arrow of time. The 
whole of human history from the beginning of our species is but a fleeting moment in 
the history of our planet. Scientists tell us that all matter, even the atoms themselves, 
will eventually decay and in an unimaginable length of time nothing of our universe will 
exist. Nothing that is except God. God is eternal and exists outside of the dimension 
of time. If something is eternal it has no ending and by definition it has no beginning. 
As we read in the Bible ‘Before the world was created, the Word (God) already existed’ 
(John 1, v.1 Good News Bible). This is a concept that is difficult to understand. People 
ask: what was there before the ‘Big Bang’ at the creation of the universe? The answer 
is: here was God, who always was and always will be. It is incomprehensible, but as 
we approach Christmas we are reminded that God was revealed to us in terms that 
we can understand. Revealed in Jesus Christ who lived a human life and shared our 
mortality and left us with the promise ‘And be assured, I am with you always, to the 
end of time’ (Matthew 28 v.20 Good News Bible).’ 

Bill Hudson ,Church Steward, 
Wedmore Methodist Church
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Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
Summer officially came to an end this month with the culmination of 
all the summer knock-out competitions taking place in the final week of 
September with 10 finals, eight on Saturday and two slotted in during the 
week. The first of these was the Men’s singles, played over 36 holes and a 
tight struggle ensued as it was only on the 35th hole that Graham Sugg emerged with 
a 2&1 win over Terry Clark. Very early the following day, Martin Peakman played 
Brad Speller in the Seniors Plate. Indeed, it seemed too early as both struggled early 
on with Brad finishing 2 up on the front before Martin found his form to eventually 
win by 3&1. The first Saturday match was a high quality game for the Macarthur 
Silver Trophy with Annya Patten, despite giving many shots, only losing out on the 
nineteenth to Mary-Lou Denny after an enthralling match. In the Seniors Pairs, Mike 
Cowie and Chris Donald made a quick start to lead by 3 and, despite Terry Clark 
and Roy Tomlins fighting back on the back nine, they eventually went down 2&1.

The afternoon kicked off with the Seniors Singles, which was another quality 
game with Mike Garbutt, despite playing to his handicap, going down by 3&2 to 
an in-form John Russell. In the Macarthur Bronze a tight front nine saw Janis 
Lawrence take a narrow lead before a run of wins on the back nine gave her a 4&3 
victory over Karen Barnett. In the Sisters Plate, Helen Tanswell just seemed to 
hold the edge in a very close match with Janet Robson and eventually edged home 
2&1. Danny Guyatt and Dave King held the lead throughout their Pairs match 
for the Hathaway Cup but eventually won by just one hole. Tim Harris and Tony 
Hoskings were runners-up. The Ladies Pairs was another tight match with the lead 
changing hands up until the 11th when Shirley Gooding and Heather Abraham 
put together a run of holes which saw them clinch their match over Annya Patten 
and Joan Peck by 4&3. Finally, Terry Clark playing his third final, this time in the 
Mixed Greensomes partnering Cathy Olive, got the win he deserved, running out 
3&2 winners over Marlyn Jackson and Stuart Bishop.

The previous week had been equally hectic finishing with the Captain’s weekend, 
three competitions, some mainly fun, one more serious, all choreographed by Captain 
Kev Osman, kicking off on Friday evening with a nine-hole Stableford with a twist 
in that the ladies played off the white tees and men off the reds. This did not seem 
to worry Jane Prosser or Jane Hewitt who both scored 21 points with Jane Prosser 
winning on countback. David Taylor and Malcolm Tanner took the two top spots for the 
men. Saturday was the serious competition playing for the Captains’ Cups in another 
Stableford. Scores were strangely low but Jane Hewitt was in form again, winning 
ladies division 1 with 34 points, one better than Cathy Olive with Eunice Bond third 
on 31. Sally Clifford won division 2 with 34, which was 4 better than her closest rivals, 
Jenny Thomas and third placed Deidre Wheadon. Best score of the day came from 
Paul Hannon winning men’s division 2 on 39 ahead of Max Grant on 37 and Bobby 
Jones on 36,whilst 34 was again enough for Geoff Fisher to win division 1 with Stuart 
Bishop and James Vowles a point behind in second and third.
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Prizewinners at the Ladies’ Autumn Meeting

Annya Patten, Joan Peck, Heather Abraham and Shirley Gooding – finalists in the Ladies’ Pairs
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Sunday was called Las Vegas pairs which also contained mulligans, throws and 
kicks which nobody fully understood but produced winning scores in the hundreds 
with Ange and Brian Webber claiming first place with countback bizarrely giving 
second place to Jane Hewitt and Martin Olive ahead of Bobby Jones and Andy Favell.

The Ladies had also played their Autumn Meeting on Thursday with Karen Clark 
claiming the Overall Trophy with 41, 3 better than runner-up Catherine Nicholson. 
Division 1 was won by Jane Hewitt who had an exceptional week, ahead of Maggie 
Tolchard and Deidre Wheadon. Hazel Gough was division 2 winner from Ann Adams 
and Karen Barnett whilst there was a win in division 3 for Vera Ireland with Esme 
Gulliver and Pru Witter taking the other places. Those fit enough then played a 
Bowmaker with Annya Patten, Karen Barnett and Esme Gulliver winning with 40. 

The final Friday saw the second holding of the Seniors Mixed Open. Betty Norman 
and Robin Knight were best mixed club pair, Andrea and Tony Williams the best 
visitors, Bet and John Gazzard the best over 70s whilst Eunice Bond and Roy Tomlins 
were best home couple. That just left the best two overall scores with second place 
going to Kay Pollard and Martin Morgan from Worlebury with 40 points but winners 
on countback were Seniors Captain Ian Sentence and his partner Ruth Rogers.

Among other events the Ladies had an Away Day at Exeter. Apart from enjoying 
the food and drink they also played some golf. This was a Bowmaker and the winning 
team on 86 points was Maggie Tolchard, who had the only 2 of the day, Marion 
Warren-Smith, Saybria Sims and Jill Cornelius. This was 2 better than runners-up 
Cathy Olive, Janet Robson, Janis Lawrence and June Smith who finished on 84.

Last but by no means least, congratulations to Evie Williams, winning the Junior 
Championship with a magnificent 62 from big sister Beth and Harry Chantrey.

Tony Biggs

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Although the outdoor green closed on 20 September, several 
important games remained to be played in the month. All three 
men’s teams had one remaining match in the County Leagues. 
Wedmore A played Bloomfield A at home in Premier Division 
2 winning one rink but losing the game. D Collins, D Trow, K Pettit and R Barron 
were winning comfortably, 21-9, after 17 ends but scored just 2 shots and dropped 
8 in the last four ends finishing 23-17. The game was lost by a close 56-59. Despite 
this result the team finished in fourth position.

Wedmore B were at home to Ashcombe B in North Division 2 and produced a 
good final performance winning two rinks and tying the third. D Barnet, J Runciman, 
S Fisher and G Annuik won two of the first five ends scoring a 3 and a 5 and from 
8 shots to 5 up gradually pulled away finishing as 24-12 top scorers. A final score 
of 67-45 left the team in sixth position.

Wedmore C finished their third season in North Division 3 winning by 63-53 to 
give them their second win of the season. Although they finished in tenth position 
in the league, the team has given some newer bowlers valuable league experience.

The men had two matches outstanding in the C&D over 60s League. In the first, 
away at Long Ashton, rinks were shared but Wedmore won by 118-96. N Fowler, D 
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Collins and C Moss won 11 from 18 ends adding 12 shots in the last three ends to 
finish 28-11. In the final game, at home to West Backwell, Wedmore won four of 
the six rinks. P Duggan-Rees, D Barnett and T Brown made a good start being 9-0 
up after three ends. They built on this leading by 17-4 at 10 ends and finishing as 
24-11 top scorers. Wedmore have had another good season in this league finishing 
in second place and also finishing second in the Charity Cup.

Three games remained in the W&D over 60s League. The first, away at St 
Andrews, produced Wedmore’s only win of the month by 109-88 shots and fpur 
rinks from six. B Aston, D Trow and K Pettit were 7-1 up after four ends but the 
opponents pulled back to 8 all at the ninth. Wedmore rallied to win eight of the 
remaining nine ends and finished with a 22-10 top score.

Wedmore lost away at Portishead RBL by 90-116. S Young, T Holtby and C 
Panchaud made a slow start and were 0-11 down after five ends but won 11 from 
the remaining 13 to win 20 - 13.

In the final league game, at home to Burnham-on-Sea, both clubs won two rinks 
with the remaining two being halved but unluckily Wedmore lost by 108-123. S 
Young, T Holtby and C Panchaud were involved in a very close game, being 16- 15 
up with two ends to play, before scoring a 4 and dropping a single to win 20- 16. 
Unfortunately, Wedmore just slipped into the bottom two league positions and will 
be relegated to division 2.

Despite some disappointing league performances, Wedmore men had been 
successful in reaching the final of the Weston and District Cup competition. This 
was played on a neutral green at Portishead but the opponents were Winscombe 
who had beaten Wedmore in last season’s final. The 2018 result was reversed with 
Wedmore winning by a comfortable 100-79. Four rinks recorded a win, with A Birch, 
T Holtby and R Hughes top scoring. They won 14 from 18 ends, including scoring 
a 4 and two 3s, to finish 25-6.

Bowling has now moved indoors with an extensive programme of club leagues 
and competitive games against other clubs. New members are always welcome 
and coaching for new or inexperienced bowlers takes place every Wednesday from 
11.00am until 1.00 pm. If you are interested just turn up. Bowls and shoes will be 
provided and your first four sessions will be free with no commitment to join. If 
you would like to try our indoor rinks but can’t make Wednesday mornings please 
ring Keith on 01934 733237 or Sandra on 01934 710699.

Sandra Moss 

Wedmore Tennis Club
Saturday 7 September was Finals Day for Wedmore 
Tennis Club. 

The day started with a thrilling men’s singles final; 
Matt Drew was playing Jason Jones and treated us to 
some incredible sparkling tennis. The eventual winner was Matt, who was cheered 
on by his proud young sons. Then followed the men’s and ladies doubles finals.

In the men’s finals young guns Baz Attiwell and Nick Fuller beat Steve Randall 
and Dave Evans in a close and hugely entertaining match, with all four men throwing 
themselves around the court with alarming enthusiasm.
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The ladies final was also closely fought and it was a win for Elaine Streckler and 
youngster Ellie Collins, beating Nicky Attwood and Jane Pottow. We witnessed a 
fine battle between youthful energy and wily experience.

The last match of the day, the ever 
popular mixed doubles, saw Elaine 
Streckler triumph again with her partner 
Callum Scott beside her. They beat Rob 
Sweet and Val Parker, who treated us to 
some excellent rallies.

Congratulations to all the finalists 
and well done to all those who took part 
in the qualifying rounds.

The spectators and competitors 
enjoyed a delicious barbecue cooked up 
by Kev Attwood, Chandler Simmons and 
Andrew Scott. Many thanks to Kev and 
N i c k y  f o r 
s u p p l y i n g  t h e 
barbecue at the 
last minute.

David Pottow, 
faithful servant of 
o u r  c l u b  a n d 
Chairman of the 
North Somerset 
Tennis League, 
p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
winners’ trophies. 
It was a wonderful 
and sociable day 
o f  f i r s t - c l a s s 
tennis. Thank you 
to all those who 
came a long to 
support and help.

A u t u m n 
coaching is now 
u n d e r w a y .  I f 
you would l ike 
to come along, 
please do, all are 
welcome, any age 
and any standard.

Joanna Cooper

Men’s singles finalists: Jason Jones and Matt Drew

Ladies’ doubles finalists: Nicky Attwood, Jane Pottow, 
Ellie Collins and Elaine Streckler

Mixed doubles finalists: Rob Sweet, Val Parker, 
Callum Scott and Elaine Streckler
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Church News
Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: 

Trevor Tincknell of Blackford, who died on 31 August 2019 aged 83 and whose 
funeral took place at Holy Trinity Blackford on Wednesday 18 September 2019.

Mary Sproat of Theale, who died on 26 August 2019 aged 86 and whose funeral 
took place at Christchurch, Theale on Monday 16 September 2019.

Weddings
Congratulations to:

Maxwell and Emily (nee Jones) Ash both of Wandsworth (Max formerly of 
Allerton) who were married on 7 September at Allerton church.

Christenings
Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:

Quinn and Drew Jimmieson, sons of Jane Jimmieson of Stone Allerton, who were 
baptised on Sunday 29 September at Allerton church

Special Services for Remembrance Sunday 
At St Mary’s and Christchurch on 10 November. At St Mary’s we begin in church at 
10.15 am. (please note the time – it’s the same as last year, but ¼ hour earlier than 
the usual Sunday service at St Mary’s) before moving to the war memorial for 11.00 
am. The service at Theale will begin at 11.00 am. 

As per the last two years, ex-service personnel are invited to form a hollow square 
together with the uniformed youth organisations and, in addition to the normal prayers, 
laying of wreaths and the Kohima Epitaph, we will read out names of those who died 
in more recent conflicts. Blank small wooden crosses will also be available in church, 
if there is someone in particular, not from the Isle of Wedmore, whom you would like 
to remember. These can be laid at the very end of the service, with the IoW named 
crosses as a means of commemorating these personnel if required. There will be an 
opportunity to gather on Armistice Day itself - 11 November - around the War Memorial 
in the churchyard at St Mary’s for two minutes silence. Please gather by 10:55 am. 

Messy Church, Saturday 16 November 3.00 - 
5.00 pm at St Mary’s

• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to 

eflect a God of creativity and to give people a chance to play together.
• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating together

The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around 
a theme, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the family, whether or not 
you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and invitations later in 
the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know more or look at 
www.messychurch.org.uk

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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Advent Carol Service
The first weekend in December sees the beginning of Advent, the time in the 
church’s year for preparing ourselves to receive our Lord Jesus when he comes, 
both at Christmas in human form and at the end of time in glory. Advent Sunday, 1 
December, will be marked in the evening when St Mary’s will move from darkness to 
light during the Advent Carol Service at 6.30 pm. This is a particularly moving service 
in which the theme of the coming of the light of Christ is invoked with hymns, music 
and readings appropriate to the Advent season.

Wedmore’s Living Advent Calendar 
Thank you to those who came to the cheese and wine launch for Wedmore’s second 
Living Advent Calendar. On evenings between 1 and 24 December householders from 
across the village are looking forward to unveiling their window at 6.30 pm. If you 
are still interested in taking part there are a few windows left at the time of writing 
and we will have a reserve list in case people have to drop out. Pop into the Cottage 
Gallery to find out which dates might still be available. 

Look out for the map of all the homes and dates which will be on our website 
and in local venues in the middle of November which will mean you can also go back 
and look at windows whose openings you may have missed. If you want to find out 
more about our Living Advent Calendar go to the website – www.lacw.co.uk or join 
our Facebook page – Wedmore Living Advent Calendar or follow us on Twitter at 
@wedmoreliveadv1.

St Mary’s Christmas Market 
St Mary’s once again invites you all to the annual Christmas Market on Saturday 7 
December between 9.30 am and 12.00 noon. There will be all the usual stalls, singing 
from pupils of Wedmore First School Academy and the Coffee Shop will be open 
throughout. 

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am

Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am

Sunday 3 All Saints 10.30 am Café Church
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 10 Remembrance 10.15 am Remembrance Service 

(See below)
   6.00 pm Start the Week Taizé Style
Sunday  17 2 Before Advent 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
   10.30 am Morning Praise 
   6.00 pm Start the Week

http://www.lacw.co.uk
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Sunday 24 Christ The King 10.30 am No Service
   6.00 pm No Service

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 3 All Saints 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Remembrance 9.00 am No Service
Sunday  17 2 Before Advent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Christ The King 6.00 pm Celtic Evening Prayer

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 All Saints 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 10 Remembrance 11.00 am Remembrance Service
Sunday 17 2 Before Advent 11.00 am Parish Communion 
Sunday  24 Christ The King 11.00 am Patronal Communion

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 All Saints 9.00 am Family Service 
Sunday 10 Remembrance 9.00 am No Service
Sunday  17 2 Before Advent 9.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 24 Christ The King 9.00 pm No Service
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore can be contacted on 
713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday morning at 10.30am - Morning service with a variety of speakers and 
bands. We have three teaching groups for ages 3-late teens. There is a playroom for 
restless little ones where you can still see and hear the worship and talks. 
Communion is usually shared on the first Sunday of each month. 
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come for coffee / tea and home-
made cakes, a wonderful view and warm welcome. All free of charge. Please come, 
relax and meet friends old and new. We have good parking and wheelchair access. 
Every Wednesday 7.30 - 9.15 pm we run two youth groups for school years 6-8 
BBC1 and years 9+ BBC2. 
Every Wednesday 7.30- 9 pm, Parenting Together Group. For more info contact 
Colin and Jenny 07710454487. 
Thursday 7 November - Prayer Meeting 7.30pm-9pm 
Sunday 10 November - Remembrance Sunday Service 10.30 am 
Saturday 30 November - Walk Through the Bible event. Times to be confirmed.
Every year we are involved with the Samaritans Purse Shoebox appeal. Our Shoebox 
shops to buy items will be open on Sundays 3 and 10 November at 12pm. We are also 
a drop-off point for the shoeboxes to be collected up until 10 November. 
For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, 
email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
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Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday 3 November 10.30 am Eric Small
Sunday 10 November 10.30 am Ken Hill 
Sunday 17 November 10.30 am Rev. Meg Slingo - Family 

Service and Holy Communion
Sunday 24 November 10.30 am Keith Elliott
Coffee for all on Friday 15 November 10.30 am – 12 noon. Everyone welcome.

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30 pm 
Sunday School:  10.30 am 
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.
Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.
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Crossword 31 Answers
Across: 1. Fasten 9. Imprison 10. Taj Mahal 11. Riddle 12. Lease 14. Swot  
15. Word 17. Ethanol 18. Cottage 21. Wild 23. Yank 24. Arena 26. Purdah  
28. Walkover 30. Anaconda 31. Thorax

Down: 1. Parakeet 2. Atom 3/4/6. Wind in the Willows 5. Operation 7. Collar  
13. Staid 15. Water 16. Polythene 19. Gunmetal 20. Snowman 22. Iguana  
25. Flute 27. Dick 29. Oboe

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for 
changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal 
taxi service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the 
most convenient place - usually outside your own house. 
Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare 
very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. 
For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631

Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631

Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471

Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471

The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 
710759
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1 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - open mic 8.00pm Panborough Inn 
Blackford Harvest Home AGM  8.00pm Blackford VH

2 - Sat St Mary’s Church Annual Charities Fair 10.00am-12.30pm St Mary’s Church
3 - Sun Cafe Church 10.30 - 11.30am St Mary’s Church
4 - Mon Green Wedmore meeting - guest speaker Julian Hight 8.00pm The Swan
5 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
6 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.30 - 12noon Wedmore VH 
8 - Fri The Tea Set 3.00 - 4.30pm St Mary’s Church 

Wedmore Art group art workshop - open to non- members 2.00pm-4.30pm Masonic Hall
9 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom work party 9.30am The George Inn 

Wedmore Farmers’ and Craft Market  9.30 - 1.30pm Borough Yard
12 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH
13 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore golf club 

Blackford Cafe 2.00-4.00pm Blackford VH
15 - Fri Wedmore Methodist Church Coffee for All 10am - 12noon Methodist Church 

Wedmore Art group art workshop - open to non- members 2.00pm-4.30pm Masonic Hall 
Mr Punch’s Folk Club - open mic 8.00pm Panborough Inn

16 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12noon Theale VH 
Messy Church 3 - 5pm St Mary’s Church

17 - Sun Theale Film Club  - “They shall not grow old” 6.30pm Theale VH
18 - Mon Theale Flower Show AGM  Theale VH
19 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn
20 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.30 - 12noon Wedmore VH 

Club50 tea, cake and talk by rep from TSB 2.30pm Masonic Hall 
Parish Council meeting 7.30pm

21 - Thurs Wedmore WI - Sue Smith demonstrates Christmas makes 7.30pm Masonic Hall
23 - Sat Autumn Churchyard tidy up 9.30am - 12noon St Mary’s Churchyard
24 - Sun Green Wedmore’s Big Tidy Up 10am - 12noon Borough House Yard 

Oddments Theatre “ A Christmas Messenger” 4.00pm St Mary’s Church
26 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club talk by Christopher Birchall 7.30pm Masonic Hall
27 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore golf club
28 - Thurs Isle of Wedmore Society talk by former detective inspector 7.30pm Masonic Hall
29 - Fri Wind in the Willows  7.30pm Wedmore VH 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club - open mic 8.00pm Panborough Inn
30 - Sat Wind in the Willows  2.30pm & 7.30pm Wedmore VH
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Wedmore Knitting & Quilting Group 9.30am Scout Hut + Julia Jones 01934 713021 
Pilates 6.45pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Art Group  2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford 01749 712522 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Fitness2Unique   8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799

TUESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am + 8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa As above  
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am St Mary’s Church + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07775 682231

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above  
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30-11.30 Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Pilates 6.30am + 9.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre +  bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa As above  
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663 
Kettleclass 7.30pm Blackford VH  Rosie 01749 870328

SATURDAY 
Pilates 7.00am   Tabitha 07977 362817
+ Not taking place during school holidays
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