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Editorial
A hearty and seasonal welcome to the December Edition, number 480. 

So here we are in December already. When it comes to Christmas I have to confess 
to being a Premier League Bah Humbug. Well I did originate from Derbyshire many 
years ago, which if you haven’t visited, I would describe as similar to Yorkshire, only 
more refined and up market, but likewise where a man keeps his ‘brass’ in his pocket. 
However, I am pleased to see celebrations begin in earnest in December and am really 
looking forward to seeing the new lights making Wedmore Sparkle, particularly during 
Wedmore by Lamplight which, together with the Living Advent Calendars, make this 
village such a special place to be at Christmas. Thank you to the hard-working teams 
who have made all this happen. 

Plus, we have a Christmas General Election to enjoy, well lucky us. As I always say, 
one can never have enough politics on television and radio, so what a treat to have that 
mixed in with the Christmas celebrations. May we all get the Government we deserve. 

Time now to say thank you to two mainstays of our ‘Tasty Morsels – A Recipe for 
You’ feature; Norma and Derek Logan who present their final recipe here in this 
edition. Thank you both for your splendid contributions over the years and what a 
cracker you have chosen to finish on; Apple and Almond Tart with Cognac and Crème 
Fraiche Ice Cream. I will certainly be giving that one a try.

Deadline for January Edition: 1 December 2019
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (710637) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore Website, 
www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons does not want your entry 
included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility or legality.
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I think the programme of events throughout December is far too extensive for 
me to do my usual preamble so I will simply say please find full details of everything, 
including the Christmas schedule of special Church Services, in the following pages. 

As always, thank you to all who contributed and happy reading. On behalf of 
everyone associated with the production of the IOW News, I wish all our readers and 
sponsors a very Happy Christmas. 

Bill

Front Cover
This photo of St Mary’s Church in the snow was taken by Stuart Watson.

News
Parish Council Business – December Report
The October meeting of the Council was an unusually quiet affair. Members received a 
presentation from Ben Stevens of Gigaclear who have been installing fibre optic cables 
within the surrounding areas of the parish. He explained that, although his company 
had lost the Government contract to continue the cable process, it had invested over 
£20m in the project and the work that they had completed should go live at the end 
of November. It was sad to hear that the future of Christ Church, Theale was in some 
jeopardy due to a falling and aging congregation and it was becoming more difficult 
to find volunteers to carry out routine maintenance. The Council agreed to pay for 
the churchyard to be mown before the winter in the hope that volunteers would be 
found to look after the grass cutting in the future. Members agreed that the local 
Scout Group could erect a direction sign at the entrance to Combe Lane. This would 
be done after the lane maintenance work was completed. 

Council Vacancy
I am pleased to announce that Mrs Jacky Farley of Bagley has been co-opted onto the 
Parish Council to fill the vacancy in the Theale Ward. Jacky and her family have lived 
in Bagley for 15 years and many of you will know her through her various volunteering 
positions at a toddler group in Blackford and at Wedmore First School. She has also 
joined the local playgroup committee set up by the Parish Council. 

Finally on behalf of the Chairman and members of the Parish Council may I wish 
you and your families a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS284EA 
Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Ale Festival Serves Out £19K to Local Causes
Wedmore Real Ale Festival (WRAF) celebrated another record 
year of ale drinking and fundraising on Saturday night, with the 
organisers dishing out £19,000 in donations to local worthy causes.

mailto:wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)(657)

MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

The highly skilled and 

experienced family team 

for all your building 

requirements.

(242A)
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Diane Dennis DipCFHP(Higher) FPSPract
Foot Health Practitioner

Assessment and treatments for:
Corns, callous cracked heels,
ingrown nails, fungal infection
Nail trimming and reduction

Foot Care SuppliesFoot Care Supplies

Custom-made Orthotics

The Borough Mall 
Wedmore Telephone: 01934 713122
Somerset Mobile: 07889 599323
BS28 4EB Email: wedmorefootclinic@gmail.com

(156)

(637)

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY    

If you think your life could be better,   

you’re right, it can!    

      

Michelle Louise Balson    

RGN, DSFH, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNCH    
    

Registered Nurse      

Solution Focused Hypnotherapy    
    

Wedmore Surgery & ST Beauty, Wells  
 

  MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK  

mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 
07887902557 

(647)
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Some 17 organisations received cheques at the annual Presentation Evening at 
The Swan in Wedmore, where successful donation candidates joined organisers and 
volunteers to mark another fantastic year for the festival, which took place in the 
village over the weekend of 20-23 September. A huge thank you to The Swan for their 
continued support, use of their Clubhouse, hospitality and great food.

This year’s fundraising was the most successful yet, surpassing 2018’s total of 
£18,150 and bringing the total amount of money raised for local causes over the 
festival’s 19-year history to a whopping £205,221. 

The beneficiaries for 2019 include Children’s Hospice South West, Somewhere 
House Somerset, Wedmore Playing Fields and Cheddar Valley Food Bank.

‘We are delighted to have smashed last year’s total,’ said James Turbitt, WRAF 
committee member. ‘It was especially gratifying after our decision to move to a new 
site for this year’s festival, which we think worked really well: we’ve had some great 
feedback from the punters about the new set-up and this has been backed up by our 
record takings.’

James added: ‘Deciding on where and how much to donate is a difficult decision 
and one the committee takes very seriously, as there are so many worthy causes, but 
giving out the cheques also makes all the hard work in running the festival more than 
worthwhile.’

‘This feat of fundraising would not be possible without our committed and enthusiastic 
team of volunteers who show up each year to help us keep the festival running smoothly: 
those 5,000 pints and 200 bottles of wine and prosecco don’t pour themselves!’
The complete list of 2019 beneficiaries:

• Children’s Hospice South West £2,250
• Wedmore First School PTA £2,750
• Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee £2,000
• Somewhere House Somerset Ltd £2,000
• Hugh Sexey Church of England Middle School £1,900
• Wedmore & Axbridge Community Health Fund £1,500
• Blackford Village Hall  £1,250
• Theale Village Hall  £950
• Wedmore Borrow a Bike £900
• Isle of Wedmore Junior Football Club £700
• Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee £500
• Cheddar Valley Foodbank £500
• Wedmore Scout Group  £480
• Wedmore in Bloom  £450
• Wedmore Tuesday Club £440
• Wedmore Women’s Institute £330
• Wedmore Rainbows  £100

Wedmore PTA ran the raffle at this year’s festival and were presented with a cheque 
of £650, a proportion of the takings, which is included in the money they received.
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Photos courtesy of Dae Sasitorn

Calling All Gardeners in Wedmore – 6 June 2020
Would you be willing to open your garden in aid of Weston Hospice Care on 6 June 
between 10 am and 4 pm please?

Teas and coffees will be provided by the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare 
at the Bowls Club. If you would be willing to open your garden then please call Shirley 
Wederell on 01934 712089 or Trish Newell 01934 713117.

The Late PC J K Shelton – A Man of, and for, the Community
I came latish into John’s life when I became his neighbour, and subsequently, his 
friend. Retired by then, he was already heavily involved in voluntary work in the area. 
Amongst his many activities, he was raising money for the Children’s Hospice South 
West, driving the Wedmore Community Bus and organising the annual Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal. He was also a member of the Committee set up to raise money 
for the purchase of equipment for the Wedmore Surgery. A sportsman, he played 
cricket and tennis for the Wedmore Clubs. 



December 2019 9

w
w

w
.m

en
di

pg
lid

in
g.

co
.u

k 
or

 e
m

ai
l m

ik
es

p2
30

65
4@

ya
ho

o.
co

.u
k

if 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

ny
 q

ue
st

io
ns

M
en

di
p 

G
lid

in
g 

Cl
ub

 is
 lo

ca
te

d 
ne

ar
 C

he
dd

ar
 a

nd
 o

ffe
rs

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f G
lid

er
Fl

yi
ng

 p
ac

ka
ge

s 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

In
tro

du
ct

or
y 

Fl
ig

ht
 V

ou
ch

er
s 

(fr
om

 £
50

), 
or

re
gu

la
r m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
an

d 
“F

ix
ed

 P
ric

e 
To

 S
ol

o”
 o

pt
io

ns
. C

lu
b 

is
 o

pe
n 

al
l y

ea
r

on
 T

hu
rs

da
ys

, S
at

ur
da

ys
 a

nd
 S

un
da

ys
. S

ui
ta

bl
e 

fo
r a

ge
d 

12
 u

pw
ar

ds
 –

no
up

pe
r l

im
it!

 F
ly

 w
ith

 B
G

A-
ra

te
d 

in
st

ru
ct

or
s 

in
 d

ua
l c

on
tro

l g
lid

er
s.

 F
or

fu
rth

er
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 p

le
as

e 
vi

si
t o

ur
 w

eb
si

te
 a

t:

TH
E

ID
EA

L
GI

FT
!

F
LY

 A
 G

L
ID

E
R

!

M
en

dip
 G

lid
ing

 C
lub

 a
d.

qx
p_

La
yo

ut
 1

  2
2/

10
/2

01
9 

 1
6:

37
  P

ag
e 

1

(679)



10 December 2019

(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

(122)

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES, 

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS, 

FIRE ALARMS, CCTV

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. ALARMS
& ELECTRICAL

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)

HEALTH & FITNESS CLASSES

Wedmore Village Hall
Wednesday Work Outs

CORE STABILITY 10.30 - 11.30am
(PilogaFit - Please bring an exercise mat)

TAI CHI for Health & Vitality 12.15 - 1.15pm

Drop in - Pay as you go - Just £5 per class

John Beasley Personal Trainer, Exercise Referral
& Lower Back Pain Specialist - Member REP’s

01749 672482
www.pilogafit.co.uk
www.taichi24.co.uk

(634)



December 2019 11

As the years passed I became very aware of his deep involvement in Wedmore village 
and its residents. He was truly a man of the people. Many villagers will have memories of 
John. One that springs readily to mind is the sight of him directing traffic in the village 
on busy Saturday mornings long after he left the Police Force; always there to help. 

He was a community man who gave tremendous service to that community. Up 
to within a year of his death he was brightening the lives of the residents of Axbridge 
Court Rest Home, by running the weekly Scrabble Contest; what a man. 

Policing the area with compassion and understanding, many villagers would claim 
he was the best ‘Bobby’ Wedmore ever had. Certainly he’ll live long in village memory. 
We salute you, John and mourn your passing. 

E H J Edwards 

Wedmore by Lamplight – Wednesday 11 December
From 5.30 to 9.00 pm. As we leave Halloween behind us we now move 
into Christmas and, in particular, Wedmore by Lamplight. Planning is 
already in place for this regular feature of the Wedmore calendar and 
for most families it heralds the start of the Christmas season. As the 
businesses and traders of Wedmore we are hoping to make this another 
successful event which will result in families from Wedmore and the 
surrounding areas coming to the village to sample the Christmas Fayre 
on offer. It is also an opportunity for all the businesses and traders to 
show their thanks to the community by offering hospitality in various forms.

The evening will include a Crib Service at 6.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church, followed 
by the singing of traditional carols around the Christmas tree outside the Church 
supported by The Kings of Wessex Brass Band. The Borough will be closed to traffic 
between 5.30 pm and 9.00 pm. Father Christmas and live reindeers will be in attendance 
with festive music, hog roasts and other food stalls. There will be bouncy castles, slides 
and entertainment. The posters and leaflets are ready for distribution. All we need 
now is your help and support.

As this is a Wedmore event we would like each business to donate a minimum of 
£30 to cover the cost of publicity, advertising, first aid, insurance and entertainment. 
We want to keep it a closed event, i.e. no outside traders to have stalls but village 
organisations may have a stall as long as the proceeds are for their own charities. 
If you have any contacts that can help us with promoting this evening then please 
let me know. If you have any ideas that we can incorporate into the evening please 
share them. In order to keep things as simple as possible please would you drop your 
donation into Hectors Farm Shop in an envelope clearly marked with your name or 
use the BACS information below:

Business Name: _____________________________________________
Contact Name: ______________________________________________
I enclose a donation of £
BACS: Sort Code: 30 18 88 Account Number 49872768
Cheques made payable to J M Brake
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Report from District Councillors
Polly chaired and Will attended a Licensing and 
General Purposes committee.

The committee reviewed the Polling Districts, 
Polling Stations and Polling Places within 
Sedgemoor, and agreed to some alternative 
locations instead of using local schools, which can 
be very disruptive. We also reviewed Taxi Licensing 
Policy and Conditions, considered amendments to 
the knowledge test and DBS and convictions. Also amendments were made to the 
Charity collections policy, all of the above were recommended to Full Council and 
voted on unanimously.  

Polly attended a member’s briefing before Full Council, subjects discussed 
were Customer Access Programme up-date, Heart of the SW local enterprise 
partnership and documents for housing and employment allocated in the local plan 
and development and design principles for Bridgwater House and Colley Lane, both 
buildings in great need of a sprucing up!

Both attended Full council where a lot of the above was discussed and debated 
and also the best news was the unanimous vote to keep Sedgemoor a frack-free zone.

Polly went along to a very interesting talk about Parish Councils and Trees and 
how PC’s can make a difference in their communities by planting trees. I was pleased 
to inform the organisers that Wedmore PC are already on the ball with this idea and 
are having discussions with WYF about a piece of PC owned land where we can plant 
lots of new trees. 

Both have attended PC meetings, planning meetings and Polly went to the most 
recent Ashton Windmill Committee meeting. The custodians are very keen to get 
some new families on board with opening up this lovely mill during the season, which 
runs from Easter to August, Wednesday and Sunday afternoons only. Thursday 26 
March is the next custodian event, held at Stone Allerton School rooms at 7.30 pm, 
free drinks and nibbles, so if you are interested please do go along. 

Will attended the Axe Brue Drainage Board Finance Committee. A proposal 
to use the Flagstone Banking platform was passed and will be submitted to the Full 
Drainage Board at its next meeting.

Polly and Will 

Thank You from The Children’s Society
With one box still to be counted, the Children’s Society 
Annual Collection Box opening raised over £1,070 
including several donations from non-box-holders. I hope 
to publish the final total in February after the Christingle 
and the Christmas card sale. Thank you, everyone, for your generosity.

Susanne Burton 
Local Secretary, The Children’s Society
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    Christmas Special  

For all your winter warming needs!  
SWFP Ltd offer competitive prices on all of the following services

 
 ● Chimney & Flue sweeps  

● Wood/ Multi-fuel & Gas Installations 
● Inset fires  

● Cater for all fire surrounds  
● 2022 Eco Efficient & Compliant 

● Hetas Certified  
● 12 Month guarantee on all fittings  

 

Contact us at any of the following.

 

 
Website - www.southwesrfireplaces.co.uk 

Facebook - Southwest Fireplaces Ltd  
Wells Showroom - 01749 937370 

22a Priory Road  
Wells  

BA5 2SY 
  (675)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)
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OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

(407)

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling
in the comfort of
your own home

for appointments
please call:

07866 732760

01934 750947

(559)
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Wedmore Street Fair – Allocation of Funds
Wedmore Street Fair Committee were pleased to be able to offer funds raised from 
the fair held in July. A total of £2,400 was distributed to local good causes - Wedmore 
Harvest Home, Village Hall, Wedmore First Academy PTA, Green Wedmore and 
Toilet Twinning Wedmore.

A Very Big Thank You for the Big Drop Contributions
On behalf of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare I want to thank all those 
who attended and donated to the BIG DROP on 19 October at the Wedmore School.

It was the biggest drop the drivers had ever had to collect resulting in the need for 
two vans. We are so grateful and know that the proceeds from the sale of the goods will 
all go towards a good cause and the Gift Aid will make an enormous difference too.

Shirley Wederell

Ethel Pople Deceased Charity and The Wedmore Charities
The late Ethel Pople, formerly of The Old Smithy, Cocklake, Wedmore, who died 
in 1978, left a trust under her will for the assistance of the elderly and/or infirm of 
Cocklake, Clewer and Wedmore to be called ‘The Ethel Pople Trust’ in honour of 
‘Our Blessed Lady of Wedmore’ and every year invitations are invited by the trustees 
from those who think they may qualify with a view to distribution of trust income.

The trustees of the Wedmore Charities, an entirely separate trust, also make 
annual distributions of trust income, predominantly to those within the parish who 
fall within the same definition, in other words, the elderly and/or infirm.

The trustees of both charities meet in December each year with a view to deciding 
how their combined distributions can be applied for the greater benefit of these 
entitled each year. 
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The trustees of both the Ethel Pople Trust and the Wedmore Charities therefore 
invite written application from those who qualify under the terms of these trusts with 
a view to distribution of the trust income in December 2019. Letters should state 
briefly the basis on which the applicants qualify, i.e. whether by a reason of age or 
infirmity and with any other relevant information as to the applicants’ circumstances 
that they feel able to give.

Please note that, if you have applied successfully before, the Trustees would like 
you to provide written confirmation that your circumstances have not changed.

The trustees of both charities will consider applications early in December with 
a view to distribution of trust income before Christmas.

Applications should be addressed to the Ethel Pople and Wedmore Charities 
Trustees, John Hodge Solicitors, Cheddar Road, Wedmore BS28 4EH for the attention 
of James Ashby.

Wedmore Christmas Cards
Big thanks to Mark Hamlin 
for allowing us to use the 
drone image of the church and 
village to create a lovely, snowy 
Wedmore Christmas Card.

The cards are on sale now at 
The Cottage Gallery.

The Friends of St. Mary’s 
Wedmore 

01934 712877

Wedmore Arts Festival – Make a Note of the Dates
The 2020 Wedmore Arts Festival is fast approaching, with 

several speakers and performers already booked and others 
‘pencilled in’! So it’s time to put these dates in your diary:

1 April – brochures printed and distributed
6 April – tickets go on sale
8 May – Festival opening night
16 May – Festival finale

Confirmed events during the week include:
• A concert by the Brandon Hill Orchestra featuring our first ‘protégée’ Poppy 

McGhee
• An introduction to the world of ballet by Jonathan Payn, founder member of the 

National Youth Ballet, and our newest protégée – young dancer Innes Oliver
• The art of film and fashion make-up by a world-renowned make-up artist
• The one-woman drama Where is Mrs Christie? (we have thankfully solved the 

mystery of the actor’s disappearance earlier this year!)
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whitt.io

Event Lighting
Bands  |  Weddings  |  Parties

ollie@whitt.io
https://whitt.io/
07473 793295 (677)

Registered Charity No. 1094446  Company No. 4530979

No one should have 
to choose between 
heating and eating  

■   Support the appeal and donate online 
at www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter

■   Donate by calling 01749 344949
■   If you donate online during the  

Big Give Christmas Challenge  
3rd–10th December – we will  
double your donation

If you can afford to, please donate your Winter Fuel Payment today and help people like George stay  warm and well this winter

(678)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)



18 December 2019

(277)

Dimity Button
Creative Soft Furnishings
Exclusive Continental single and 
double width fabrics on the roll

Affordable bespoke making up service – my fabric or yours.

Measuring Service
How to Make workshops

10 The Borough Mall, Wedmore BS28 4EB
Email: julie@dimitybutton.co.uk

Tel: 01934 708953

www.dimitybutton.co.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 

10am -4pm,  Saturday 10am-12.30pm

Butt   n
Dimity    

Creative So� Furnishings

(625)

Richard Williams WINDOW CLEANING

 Friendly, reliable and local!  Wash and Reach up to 50ft.
 Windows, doors, conservatories.  Solar Panels.

 Gutters cleaned, cleared and repaired.

   Very competitive prices    Free quotes    Discount for OAPs

PRESSURE WASHING,  DRIVEWAY 
& PATIO CLEANING,   SOFT WASHING

Mobile:  07872 937403 or 01278 671918 
Email:  rwilliams25@hotmail.co.uk

(646)
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• Comedian Ivo Graham
• A local literary evening
• And – back by popular demand - The Dave Hankin Big Band

There is plenty more in the pipeline, with something planned for every taste and age. 
And this year our annual Art Exhibition takes on a new look: all the work featured 
will be by renowned local artist Terence Wilson-Fletcher.

So keep an eye on these pages for more information – or join our mailing list to 
be kept up to date. Find out how at wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk.

Let’s Make Wedmore Sparkle
On Sunday 1 December the new cross-street Christmas 
Decorations will be switched on at 6.30 pm. This has been 
made possible by the generosity of many people to whom we 
are extremely grateful.

The ‘Stars’ across Church Street have very kindly been 
sponsored this year by Anna Allott, Barbara and Martin 
Horton, Premier Trophies, Martin and Carolyn Fulford, Glen Bunn, Angela and 
Derek Meades, and Alistair and Carolyn Smith. We hope very much to find a generous 
sponsor for the final remaining £250 ‘Star’ before 1 December ‘switch-on’. The Safari 
Suppers, with all proceeds going to support the Christmas Decorations, were very 
generously hosted by Rosemary and George Hodgins, Pam and Peter Duke, Glen 
Bunn, Tanya Mills, Barbara and Martin Horton, Steve and Jenny George and Alan 
Philps and Wayne Hahn on 19 October, with additional hosts being David and Penny 
Piggott, David and Elise Hodges, Ros and Jan Young and Sally Lee for the 8 February 
Supper (tickets for this are still available). The Parish Council and an anonymous 
sponsor have also made very generous donations.

Lastly, we would like to thank the people who own the buildings from which the 
lighting will be strung; Liz and Simon Burton (Tonkin House), Sophie (Wedmore 
Village Store), Wedmore Pharmacy, Ian Leavey Developments and Alan Wilcox 
(Providence House).

Suzanne Metters 

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and Wedmore Parish 
Council here is this month’s item relating to our health and wellbeing. 

Good health to you in this festive season!
The festive season gives many of us opportunities to ‘invest in 
our relationships’, by spending time with family and friends and 
we can ‘savour those moments’! It is also a time for ‘giving to 
others.’ So that’s three of the Five Ways to Wellbeing covered! 
There may not be quite so many opportunities to ‘keep moving’ 
and ‘never stop learning’! 

Inevitably, this time of year is often made jollier with an 
alcoholic drink or two. We are however advised now that there is 
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no ‘safe level’ of drinking, but rather that if we are going to drink alcohol, we should 
aim for a level which is deemed to be ‘low risk.’ This level is now set at below 14 units 
per week for both men and women and we are advised to have 3 - 4 alcohol free days 
each week. Many people are going alcohol-free altogether, particularly those aged 
16 - 24. Drinkers aged 65+ years drink more frequently than any other group but 
young people drink more units on a single occasion. 

So now is the season to be merry, but with as low risk as possible! To help you 
keep informed and make your choice, follow the links to the relevant websites at 
www.theisleofwedmore.net/health or ‘Like’ and follow us on Facebook @wedmorehawb

We wish you a Happy and Healthy Yuletide from the Wedmore Health and 
Wellbeing Team. 

Concert at Wedmore Methodist Church – Wednesday 4 December 
At 7.00 pm, an Annual Concert in aid of Children’s Hospice South West. Come and 
join us for an evening of entertainment - all participants give their time free for this 
very worthy charity: ‘Making the most of short and precious lives.’ No charge for 
admission and all donations will go directly to the Children’s Hospice South West. 
No expenses taken. Refreshments served after the concert (a small charge) and there 
will also be a Christmas Gift stall together with CHSW Charity cards and gifts. We 
look forward to seeing you again this year.

Music in Mind – Group for People with Dementia and their Carers
The forthcoming meeting dates are 2 and 16 December, then in the New Year 13 
and 27 January.

We would be extremely grateful if any local musicians could spare an hour to come 
and play at any of these sessions please. Your support would be much appreciated. 

Stella Moore, Registered Music Therapist 
HCPC 01934 732282

An Evening of Entertainment Celebrating Christmas – Friday 6 
December
7.30pm in the Theale Village Hall. Seasonal songs, customs, 
readings and recitations etc presented by members of the Theale 
Players, Theale Church and friends. This is a fund raiser going 
towards the maintenance of our Village Church and Hall. We hope 
it will be well supported. Tickets £10 to include a light supper. Bar 
and raffle. Tel 01934 712144 advance booking only

A Craft Beer and Comedy Christmas Special – Saturday 7 December
At the Wedmore Village Hall, doors open 7.45 pm, show starts 8.10 pm.

After the outstanding success of September’s sell-out show, we 
have invited back One-Off Comedy Nights to give us an even better 
Christmas Special.

It will again be led by Michael Hackett, a Manchester born 
comedian, who is a regular at the Edinburgh Fringe and performs 

http://www.theisleofwedmore.net/health
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A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)

(639)
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Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

(622)

	  
M.G.	  CONSTRUCTION	  

&….	  
	  
èGroundworks	  with	  digger	  
èHard	  landscaping	  
èRoofing	  &	  carpentry	  	  
èKitchen	  installation	  	  
èFully	  insured	  	  
è30	  years	  experience	  	  

07447046441 	  
	  

	  
	  

SCCCCS

(636)

 

 

    

 LINDA THOMAS 
NUTRITION FOR BODY AND MIND 

 

     Are you fed up with health problems such as: 

  Digestive Issues     Fatigue 

  Aches and pains     Low Mood 

  Skin Complaints     Anxiety 

Find out how Nutritional Therapy can help you 

 Personalised Nutrition Plans for your Individual Needs 
 Local, Professional, Experienced Practitioner 
 Achievable Changes for Real Results 

Call for a free, confidential discussion today 
Tel: 07768 803198 

 

Linda Thomas BSc DipNT BANT CNHC 
  Registered Nutritional Therapist 
www.lindathomasnutrition.co.uk 

 

 

    

 LINDA THOMAS 
NUTRITION FOR BODY AND MIND 

 

     Are you fed up with health problems such as: 

  Digestive Issues     Fatigue 

  Aches and pains     Low Mood 

  Skin Complaints     Anxiety 

Find out how Nutritional Therapy can help you 

 Personalised Nutrition Plans for your Individual Needs 
 Local, Professional, Experienced Practitioner 
 Achievable Changes for Real Results 

Call for a free, confidential discussion today 
Tel: 07768 803198 

 

Linda Thomas BSc DipNT BANT CNHC 
  Registered Nutritional Therapist 
www.lindathomasnutrition.co.uk 

(658)
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stand-up around the UK, Europe and Australasia. Hand picking some of the best 
pro-acts from the circuit, they’re all now working solidly to make this huge show a 
night to remember.

In addition, the drinks are going to be extra-special. Having paired up with the 
fanatics at Brewed Boy (West England’s award-winning craft beer makers), there 
will be festive beers on tap with Christmas wines and Proseccos to make the night a 
true delight.

The event is strictly 18+ and like last time it is selling fast. Tickets are (probably!) 
still available at £12 from www.WedmoreChristmas.eventbrite.com and also at 
Wedmore Village Store. 

Wedmore Village Hall AGM – Thursday 12 December 2019
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Wedmore 
Village Hall Management Committee – Thursday, 12 
December 2019 at 6.00 pm in the Parish Council Rooms 
(please note change of venue due to the Hall being used 
as a Polling Station).

The Village Hall Management Committee continue to make improvements to the 
Hall and its facilities to make it an ever more attractive venue for current and new 
users. Over 25 user groups now make use of the hall on a regular basis. It continues 
to be a well-loved community asset.

Over the last year we have completely refurbished the entrance lobby and installed 
new lighting making it a much more welcoming and attractive area. A new outside 
light has also been fitted which greatly enhances the external appearance and allows 
the Victorian features of the entrance to be truly appreciated. The front door and 
metal work have also been renovated. Two new notice boards have been placed on 
either side of the front door. 

Work is currently underway to refurbish much of the main kitchen. New units 
on the corridor side and on the wall by the cooker have been installed, new doors 
have been fitted to the units below the bar and the bar surface has been sanded and 
varnished and looks great. 

We have raised the necessary funds, thanks to Wedmore Community Power Co-
operative and the Isle of Wedmore News, to replace the energy-hungry halogen lights 
in the Main Hall with state-of-the-art LEDs which can be controlled to set different 
moods and lighting levels in the Main Hall allowing a more subtle effect when needed 
such as for parties or for yoga classes.

Plans are well underway to redecorate the Main Hall, no mean task as scaffolding 
will be required, and to refurbish and modernise the Snug. Unfortunately these plans 
have had to be put on hold as an investigation as to why damp was getting into the 
ceiling of the Main Hall proved that the leadwork of the ‘bell tower’ had slipped 
and had badly deteriorated, such that it needs to be fixed before anything else can 
progress. The weathervane at the apex of the ‘bell tower’ had also come adrift and 
has had to be removed for the moment before falling and causing damage! This work 
will severely dent any surplus funds we may have held. Meanwhile, we continue to 
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need to be mindful of regular repair work – broken gutters, slipped tiles, loose cement 
flashings, etc. 

The raked seating continues to be popular with users and audiences alike, the solar 
panels provide a useful contribution to the hall’s energy bill and the recently sanded 
Main Hall floor, whilst getting a good battering, does seem to be surviving! Manor 
Lane is due to be resurfaced and the hall is contributing towards this as access to the 
car park necessitates use of the lane.

We are very grateful to our sponsors and users for the continued success of the 
hall. I hope that as many of our user group representatives will attend the AGM on 
Thursday, 12 December along with any residents of Wedmore and let us know your 
needs and wishes for the hall.

Simon C Tomes, Chairman, 
Wedmore Village Hall Management Committee

Marie Curie Launches Appeal for Volunteers in Somerset
Marie Curie is appealing for local volunteers to help raise vital funds to support 
people in Somerset living with a terminal illness 
and their families.

If you would like to volunteer some of your 
time to support Marie Curie in Somerset, please 
contact Riona Houghton 0117 9420429 or 
Riona.houghton@mariecurie.org.uk

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
Jeni and Michaela are delighted to have opened a unique and tailored Sports Therapy 
and Fitness Clinic in the heart of Wedmore - we are based at the Top Barn behind 
The George Inn in the Courtyard, with parking on-site. 

Our ethos is to enable you to feel better, move better, be better. We are highly 
qualified therapists and trainers and will get to the root cause of your pain so you can 
live a pain free life, achieving better daily function, mobility and to improve or exceed 
your fitness levels and goals. We offer sports massage, remedial massage and all soft 
tissue therapy, gait analysis, postural assessment and personal training to enable you 
to live your best life now. 

So, if you have any niggles, injuries or long-term issues such as shoulder or back 
pain or if you are looking to improve your fitness and function please get in touch 
and we will be delighted to help you. 

Jeni 07747 798508 or Michaela 0770 2526699. 
FB@SOMERSETSPORTSTHERAPYFITNESSCLINIC

IT for the Terrified
Are you Terrified of Tablets? Or irritated by iPads? Or Stumped by Samsung? Then 
why not give us a ring and see if we can help?

IT for the Terrified provides help with using tablets, smartphones, cameras, 
computers, and similar devices on a one to one basis. Each informal session of 
two hours costs £10 and is tailored to meet the individual’s needs, in a relaxed and 

mailto:Riona.houghton@mariecurie.org.uk
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(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

Simply the Best

CLASSES AT
Cheddar Catholic Hall

MONDAY 5.30 pm & 7.30 pm
THURSDAY 5.00 pm & 7.00 pm

Telephone Cathy
01934 742528

or just come along 
(248)

Open 7 days a week:
Mon to Sat – 10am to 4pm
& Sunday – 11am to 3pm

We are next door to Ollie’s Cafe/ Bristol Road 
Brent Knoll, Somerset TA9 4HJ

Email: info@thefrockshop.agency
Call: 01278 760 800

www.thefrockshop.agency
(352)



December 2019 27

friendly way, using their own equipment. Our volunteer trainers can help with most 
subjects and fully understand that the use of modern technology can be daunting to 
the newcomer. We can cover android ‘phones, android tablets and iPads, iPhones, 
Windows and Macs.

If you are a beginner getting started or have some experience and need help with 
something new, please telephone us 01934 741751 as we will need to book an 
appointment for you. We meet at Cheddar Village Hall next to St Andrew’s church, 
Church Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RF. Appointments are essential and cost £10 for a 
two-hour session, but please ask if there is more than one of you or you have any 
other requirements...

Contact us at I.T. for the Terrified: 01934 741751
(usually goes to a answer phone – please leave a message)

www.itfortheterrified.co.uk
itfortheterrified@btconnect.com

Usually using Cheddar Village Hall, Church Street, Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3RF
Registered Charity No. 1130308: Company No. 06779600 
Or if you have any basic skills to share, please get in touch

A Day in the Life
Are you a local professional or someone involved in running a local organisation 
in the Isle of Wedmore? Would you like to share some of the things you do or 
perhaps raise awareness of your organisation? Please contact Liz Sweeney by email, 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com.

Focus on Businesses
Capturing Those Moments
Helen Jeffery spoke to me recently about how she has turned a hobby into a profession, 
following a build-up of health problems that prompted her to opt for a more flexible 
working life. 

Helen grew up in Kent. Her first health problem came at the age of 18 when she 
contracted Hepatitis A which has had a long-term impact. She trained as a manager 
in the hospitality sector and then moved to London where she ran a pub. After her 
daughter was born she decided that a pub was not the best environment for a baby 
and so she retrained in computer and office skills, getting a job as a receptionist. 
However, in 2005 she was diagnosed with cancer for which she underwent treatment 
and surgery. She also took a book-keeping and accountancy course to further her 
skills. As the area in which she lived was changing rapidly and she felt that it was not 
a very safe place to bring up her daughter, she decided to move to the countryside. 
She had travelled to Somerset a few times for family holidays and as an adult and in 

mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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in 2008 she found a job as a buyer at a company just outside Shepton Mallett. She 
was made redundant in 2011, but 2012 was a positive year: she was given the all-clear 
from cancer, she moved to a house near Wedmore and started a new office job. Her 
life changed again when she broke her knee in 2014. Before she had properly 
recovered, she broke it again in 2015. She found that she couldn’t work traditional 
office hours; she needed a more flexible time-table.

As Helen had already retrained 
a couple of times, she was open to a 
new challenge. She signed up for the 
Positive People programme, which 
at that time was being delivered by 
a company called Abilities. The aim 
of the programme is help people 
develop their skills to find suitable 
employment. 

One of Helen’s hobbies was 
photography. Encouraged by friends 
who said that ‘she took a really good 
photo’ she took a one-year diploma 
course in photography at Bridgwater 
College and, through Abilities, received 
a grant for her basic equipment, such 
as her camera and computer.

Helen is passionate about her 
photography. Animals are her favourite, 
particularly horses (despite breaking 
her knee getting onto one!), but she is 
also happy to take photos of children, families and various gatherings. She told me that 
the first wedding she covered gave her valuable insight into how to photograph groups 
of people. She realised that groups of people can ‘drift’ and that she needed to give clear 
indications to the group to get the best photo. She said that she tries to make people 
feel as comfortable and relaxed as possible, will work to a budget and is flexible with 
her time. One of her best experiences recently was taking photos from a hot air balloon. 
She was doing a calendar for Wilkins Cider Farm and had the opportunity through a 
friend of a friend to go up in a hot air balloon. It was a beautiful day and so she was 
able to take some amazing photos of the whole area. Helen said that since moving to 
Somerset she has never looked back. She loves the country life, she appreciates the 
famers and farms, including the smells and noises of the various animals!

Helen’s business name is ‘Capturing Those Moments’ and the name really explains 
the way she likes to work. She doesn’t like to ‘improve’ a photo by using Photoshop 
to alter or take out elements: she prefers to ‘show it as it is’. You can see her work 
on her Facebook page and she hopes she will be able to set up a website soon with 
the help of a friend. Some of her photos are also on view and for sale at Nanny Ida’s 
restaurant in Wedmore.

Liz Sweeney
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MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)

 

Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

(611)
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Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

(387)

Septic tank 
emptying

Sewage treatment 
plant installations

Drain unblocking

Cctv drain survey

Avalon Waste 
Management Ltd

01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk

(638)
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Do You Run a Business in the Parish?
Then how about telling our readers more about yourself? Who are you? What 
is your business? Are you from the Wedmore area? If not, where did you come 
from? What motivated you to start, take over or carry on the business? If you 
would like to share your story, send an email to editorwedmorenews@gmail.com or 
photoswedmorenews@gmail.com and I will contact you for a short interview.

Liz Sweeney

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

This half term my family visited North Wales. We happened upon 
a small, local event for Halloween held in a tiny village hall. We were 
made to feel so very welcome and they were thrilled at their ‘special 
guests’ from Somerset - so much so we were invited to judge the 
pumpkin carvings!

The local community were raising funds to help save their village hall, having 
already lost their local primary school and pub. They were desperately hoping someone 
would take on the pub and run it as a community store selling daily essentials like 
milk and bread alongside the usual pub fare. I was minded at just how lucky we are 
here in Wedmore to have such amazing facilities and amenities. From tennis, bowls, 
football and cricket, to the four vibrant pubs; our cafes, restaurants, community spaces 
and all the village events and activities which take place throughout the year. We are 
blessed having a post office, florist, antiques shops, tea rooms, jewellers, butchers, 
fishmongers, gift shops and many many more wonderful small businesses. For a small 
village we certainly pack a punch. But the old adage is definitely true - use it or lose it.

If every single Wedmore resident pledged to purchase one or two Christmas 
presents from a local trader, what a difference that would make to the local economy. 
And let’s continue to visit the Village Hall, the pubs and the social clubs and festivals 
for our entertainment, so they may long continue.

Liz Burton

Reports and Society Updates
St Mary’s Church 100 Club
In the last draw for 2019 two months were covered to meet the deadline for the Isle of 
Wedmore News. The lucky winners for November were Mrs Kerry Wright with ticket 
22 and Mrs Sue Moreman with ticket 33. The December draw brought wins for Mrs 
Barbara Moody with ticket 62 and Revd Richard Neill with ticket 23.

Many thanks to everyone who has supported this fund raising effort. Tickets for 
2020 will once again be on sale at St Mary’s Christmas Market on Saturday 7 December 
when Lisbeth Bull and Liz Henderson will be pleased to meet you.

mailto:editorwedmorenews@gmail.com
mailto:photoswedmorenews@gmail.com
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Wedmore WI
Instead of our meeting in the Masonic Hall, members met at the White 
Horse Inn in Mark for our Birthday Lunch. As in previous years the meal 
was delicious. Afterwards we had a minimum of business, the main topic 
being the change of day and time for our meetings in 2020. Jill confirmed 
that the Masonic Hall has been booked for the 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30 pm followed by tea and cakes. We very much hope that 
this will encourage new members and old friends to come and join us.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 19 December when our speaker is Kay Wych who 
will tell us about the ‘The Abbot’s Kitchen Maid.’ The Competition is ‘A Christmas 
Bauble.’

Diana Rocky

Green Wedmore
Freecycle
Another successful freecycle event was held in October with a great 
attendance despite the rain. Lots of items were given away to new 
homes and diverted from landfill. These events are held by Green 
Wedmore twice a year, so look out for the next one in the spring.

Green Wedmore Meeting
Monday 2 December, 8pm at the Function Room, The Swan, Cheddar Road. 
Please come along to our meeting to discuss all agenda items, followed by a talk by 
Somerset Food Direct, a Community Benefit Society owned and financed by the 
local community. 

‘We are committed to promoting the abundance of beautiful local food produced 
and made by Somerset’s local producers. We believe that, as a community- owned 
social enterprise, together with our community shareholders, we can grow a local food 
movement that makes good food accessible to everyone in Somerset, impacting on 
people’s health and wellbeing, maintaining the natural landscape and protecting the 
local environment to mitigate the effects of climate change.’

This will be a good opportunity to meet this local CBS and try them out for a 
Christmas delivery. They operate a delivery service to Wedmore once a week on a 
Friday. www.localfooddirect.co.uk

Report of Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting – 24 October 2019
David Dixon, a long time Custodian and now Chairman of the 
Ashton Windmill, which lies beside the road from Weare to 
Wedmore at Chapel Allerton, came to our Society to give us a 
talk entitled ‘ My Life with Millers, Wind and Ashton Windmill.’

Before telling us about the intricate workings of the mill, 
David mentioned that he was a structural engineer and loved 
sailing. There used to be 130 windmills in Somerset, seven of which were in the Isle 
of Wedmore. This mill is an 18th century Tower Mill of a typical Somerset design 
and is sited in a very favourable location as the wind can reach it from any direction.

https://www.localfooddirect.co.uk/
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(670)

MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)
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benjamin+beauchamp architects 
www.b2architects.com 

(480)

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)
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The listed mill was mainly used to grind corn for flour and beans for cattle food.
Sedgemoor District Council took over the ownership of the mill in 1981 and, in fact, 

prior to that date, the mill, which was first mentioned in 1317, was very run down and 
various repairs and restorations took place including the painting of the entire stone work.

There were millers at the mill from 1737, with the last one, John Stevens, finishing 
in 1927.

David gave an excellent talk and we all left the meeting with a great deal more 
knowledge about this iconic landmark than we originally knew! 

Chris Edwards

Club50
The Christmas Lunch will be held on Wednesday 18 December at the Masonic 
Hall,12.30 pm for 1pm. This event is for members only. If you haven’t already got 
your name down please contact Pauline Lunn on 01934 732517.

‘Time for Me’ – a New Group for Ex-Carers
This group is intended for ex-carers and carers, both male and female. 

The aim is to assist such people, showing them it is good to join activities now that 
their spouses or partners are being cared for by professionals, or have sadly passed 
away.

Carers are often forgotten; they are the unsung heroes of care who have spent 
many years devoting their time looking after their loved ones at no cost. ‘Time for me’ 
is very apt and hopefully many people will take advantage of time out at the group 
where we offer a platform for speakers on many relevant subjects. 

We will meet twice monthly on Thursday mornings. Forthcoming dates are 5 and 
19 December. Please phone Anne on 07923 055 241 for more information.

Theale Community Film Club – Theale Village Hall
We’re now moving towards the sixth year of Theale Community Film 
Club and looking forward to another season of contemporary and 
classic films. 

Despite the increasing ease with which we can watch movies 
in our own sitting rooms, coming out once a month on a Sunday 
evening and joining with others remains just as popular. We have a 
good size screen, surround sound, comfortable chairs and refreshments … including 
excellent chocolate ice creams

Why not come and join us?
Membership starts in January and costs £16 per year, for which we provide a film 

each month.

Films for 2020:
Rocketman, Members’ choice, Classic Superheroes, Tolkien, Lion King, Members’ 
choice, Classic Hitchcock Yesterday Vice, First man, Members’ choice Classic 
Detective, The Darkest Hour, Shaun the Sheep 2.

For more information tel 712144 /713716 /712774
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Wedmore Gardening Club
An uplifting and interesting talk by Christopher Birchall brings 
to a close our series of absolutely great meetings this year. Our 
Christmas meal and entertainment is on Tuesday 3 December, and 
is always a really jolly occasion, at 7.00pm in the Masonic Hall. 
It is free for members, but there is a charge of £6 for friends and 
guests, who are most welcome to join us. 

Looking forward to 2020 we kick off on Tuesday 28 January with a presentation 
entitled ‘Gardens of the Rich and Famous’ by David Moon. On 25 February 
Christopher Smith of Pennard Plants will speak on ‘The Edible Garden’. 

Although a difficult time of year, we are hoping Christopher will bring some 
plants for sale.

All meetings are held in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm.
Looking through the programme for next year, 2020 will be great with a diverse and 

wonderful series of talks. So come along to any or all of the meetings for an enjoyable 
and interesting evening. I’m so looking forward to them already.

All that remains is for me, on behalf of the committee, to wish all our members 
and guests a very Happy Christmas and a successful gardening New Year and a big 
thank you to Bill Sutton and the whole Wedmore News team for producing such a 
professional magazine each month.

Jean Windridge 

Cheddar Vale Lions Club News
Emptying the Wishing Pool in Cheddar Gorge
At the end of another busy summer, Cheddar Vale Lions Club 
members took on the annual task of emptying the Wishing Pool in 
Cheddar Gorge. Members of the public have had the opportunity of 
‘making a wish’ throughout the year knowing that the money will be used to support 
the Lions’ charitable work in the community.

With the co-operation of Bristol Water, the coins were fished out of the pool and 
the surrounding waters in bucket loads, including plenty of weed! The coins are being 
washed and sorted by the Lions. Half of the money is given to Bristol Water in aid of 
their own charity, Water Aid, and the remainder is used by Cheddar Lions in support 
of their charitable work in the local community. This year the total ‘thrown in’ by the 
public will be between £400 and £500. (Some coins are still being cleaned and yet to 
be deemed clean enough to bank!). 

Thank you to those who made their ‘wishes’ and we hope they come true!

The Lions Love to Jumble
Another successful Jumble Sale was held in Cheddar Village Hall on 12 October, 
which was well received by the local community. They were queueing at the door by 
1pm, an hour before the opening!

Hundreds of donated items were displayed and the majority either sold on the 
day or, at the end, delivered to local charities or organisations to sell in aid of their 
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Traditional Sunday Lunch 
£9.95

Open to the public 7 days a week
 * Breakfast * Lunch * Evening Meal 
* Function Rooms available for hire 

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)
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2 - Mon Green Wedmore meeting 8.00pm The Swan

3 -Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Gardening Club Christmas Dinner 7.00pm Masonic Hall 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

4 - Wed Camelot Quilters 10.30 - 12noon Wedmore VH 
Annual Concert in aid of the Children’s Hospice 7.00pm Methodist Church

6 - Fri Celebrating Christmas fundraiser concert 7.30pm Theale VH

7 - Sat St Mary’s Christmas Fair 9.30 - 12 noon St Mary’s Church 
Craft Beer and Comedy Christmas Special  7.45pm Wedmore VH

8 - Sun Holy Trinity Church Breakfast 8.30am Blackford VH

10 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

11 - Wed Probus 10.15am Wedmore golf club 
Blackford Cafe Christmas Celebration 2.00-4.00pm Blackford VH 
Crib service 6.00pm St Mary’s Church 
Wedmore  By Lamplight 5.30pm - 9.00pm 

12 - Thu Wedmore Village Hall AGM 6.00pm Parish Council rooms

13 - Fri The Tea Set - cake and chat 3 - 4.30pm St Mary’s Church 
Mr Punch’s Folk Club Open Mic Christmas Special 8.00pm Panborough Inn

14 - Sat Wedmore Farmers’ and Craft Market  9.30 - 1.30pm Borough Yard 
Wedmore in Bloom work party 9.30am The George Inn 
Christmas Bazaar 12 noon - 2.00pm Theale VH

15 - Sun Theale Film Club - members’ choice White Christmas 7.00pm Theale VH

17 - Tues Wedmore Tuesday Club  10.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 
Wedmore Young Farmers 7.30pm The George Inn

18 - Wed Club50 Christmas Lunch 12.30pm Masonic Hall 
Camelot Quilters 10.30 - 12noon Wedmore VH 
Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

19 - Thur Wedmore WI - speaker Kay Wych 7.30pm Masonic Hall

20 - Fri Wedmore Methodist Church - Coffee for All 10.00 - 12 noon Methodist Church

21 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10.00 - 12 noon Theale VH

22 - Sun Children’s Carol Service 6.30pm Crickham Chapel

23 - Mon The Road to Bethlehem 4.30pm Snake Lane Theale

24 - Tues Candlelight Service 7.00pm Bagley Baptist Church

25 - Wed Christmas Day Service 10.15am Bagley Baptist Church

What’s On in the Parish December 2019
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Wedmore Knitting & Quilting Group 9.30am Scout Hut + Julia Jones 01934 713021 
Pilates 6.45pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Art Group  2 - 4pm Wedmore VH  Chris Midford  01749 712522 
Beavers 5.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Bridge Club 7.00pm Masonic Hall  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Fitness2Unique   8.00pm Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799

TUESDAY 
Chair Yoga  10.00am The Swan + Jo Willis  07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am St Mary’s Church + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Acting Up Drama Club 3.45pm Wedmore VH  + Lou Merryfield 07973 429947 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut  + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Circuit Training 7.30pm Blackford VH  Nigel 07775 682231

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness2Unique   9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH  + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH  + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH  + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Yoga 8.00pm Blackford VH  Sandra Mailey 01934 712686 
PilogaFit 10.30-11.30 Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Tai Chi 12.15-1.15pm Wedmore VH  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Yoga 10.00am Scout Hut  Shane Allen 01275 790175 
Pilates 6.30am + 9.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Maturity Gang 10.30am Wedmore VH  Pat Taylor 01934 713430 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre  + Bristol Ballet Centre bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut  + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Fitness2Unique (2 Classes)  9.15am Blackford VH  Lisa 07977 415799 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School  + Jo Page  01934 710431 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663 
Kettleclass 7.30pm Blackford VH  Rosie 01749 870328

SATURDAY 
Pilates 7.00am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817
+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish December 2019
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(321)

LOVELY 2 BED 2 BATH APARTMENT

SITUATED CLOSE TO BENALMADENA 
– COSTA DEL SOL

15 MINUTES FROM MALAGA AIRPORT

Sleeps up to 6 - Free Wi-Fi – air con - 
Satellite TV & garage space

Large terrace with fabulous views 
of the Med and mountains

Large Swimming Pool and separate 
paddling pool within a child safety area

Close to the Golf Course where the 
Spanish open has been played 

And within easy walking distance of 
local beaches restaurants and bars

Very Close to a large excellent Supermarket & shops.

No transport needed as there is a local 
bus service and taxi rank opposite

for further information please call 
Gilly or Vern on  01934 710122 

Mobile  07398 349131

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

We offer a friendly, professional 
and reliable gardening service 
throughout Wedmore  
and the surrounding area. 
Our gardening expertise covers a 
range of garden tasks, including:

• Garden Maintenance              
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

Wedmore 
Gardens

(591)
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causes. On the day, Cheddar Vale Lions took over £500 in support of their charitable 
work in the local community.

The pictures show the Lions Club members preparing for the day’s sale and members of the 
public delving into the many bargains.

The 3C’s Winter Supper – Saturday 29 February 2020
Wedmore Village Hall 7pm for 7.30 pm start.
£12.50 per head, tables of 10 / 12, 3 courses, pay bar, raffle, mini quiz.
Tickets from Shirley 712328

Cheddar Vale Lions’ Tree of Light – Thursday 12 December
Christmas is often a time of reflection, and members of Cheddar 
Vale Lions Club are inviting you to remember loved ones by 
sponsoring a light on their ‘Tree of Light’. The project, which 
is in its seventh year, will again be placed at Cheddar Garden 
Centre (Hillier Garden Centre Cheddar). A list of all those to be 
remembered will be displayed in front of the tree.

Cheddar Lions send the sponsor a handwritten card with the name of the person 
who is being remembered. They are invited to come along to the official lighting up 



42 December 2019

ceremony which takes place on Saturday 12 December at Cheddar Garden Centre. 
There will be a dedication ceremony, music, carols and mulled wine, all commencing 
at 4.30pm. 

Christmas is a time when you get together as a family and remember those that 
we have lost. We would love you to share this moment to reflect and think of the 
good memories.

All money raised by the Cheddar Lions’ ‘Tree of Light’ will aid the Cheddar Valley 
community supporting local projects and those in need.

The money raised makes a difference. If we have a request, for a piece of equipment 
for a disabled child, a group or anyone in need in our community, the Club will consider 
it, and the money will be available to help where required.

The minimum donation for a light is £5, and this will sponsor a light in 
memory of a loved one by completing a form to be found either on our website 
www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk, or in Cheddar Garden Centre, at various outlets 
throughout the valley, or by telephone: 0345 833 7402. 

Local RNLI News
On Saturday 2 November, our Cards & Souvenirs lady Mary 
attended the Annual Charities Fair at St Mary’s Church, 
Wedmore with her Christmas Card, Calendar and Souvenir 
Sales.

Local Launches in October
Twelve launches (Burnham – 6, Portishead – 1, W-s-M - 5). 
At 10.56 pm on 14 October both Portishead and Weston Atlantic lifeboats were 
launched to assist a sinking yacht with two people and four dogs on board, three miles 
west of Clevedon. The crews set up a salvage pump and started pumping water out 
of the yacht. Meanwhile, Barry Dock all-weather lifeboat was launched and made 
best speed to the casualty vessel. The yacht was taken in tow to be taken into Cardiff 
Bay and Penarth lifeboat was paged to assist in taking the yacht through the barrage. 
However, due to tidal conditions this was not possible, so the yacht was towed to 
Barry harbour instead, where the two casualties and four dogs were landed safely. 
This was a multi RNLI incident involving four separate lifeboat stations and their 
volunteer crews.”

Weather Report for October 2019
RAINFALL

 Monthly total   123.8 mm (4.87 ins)
 30-year average  84.8 mm (3.34 ins)
 Wettest day (9th)   18.2 mm (0.72 ins)
 No of dry days 13
 Last 3 months (Aug - Oct)  306 mm (12.0 ins)
 Year ending 31 Oct 19    873 mm (34.4 ins)

 30-year annual average   805 mm (31.7 ins)

http://www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk
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Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)

Bringing a taste of the West Country to Wedmore

A food gem in the heart of Somerset offering a fabulous array of local Artisan 
Cheese, Charcuterie and Deli goods and gift hampers

Fully licensed Café and Garden serving delicious home-made Food including light 
lunches and cakes

Andrea Brenner at Pumpkin also provides high quality outside catering, including 
canapés, buffets, catering for dinner parties and weddings 

Wedding Cheese Cake specialists 

Monday to Saturday 8.30am to 5pm
The Borough Mall,  Wedmore,  BS28 4EB   www.pumpkinwedmore.co.uk   01934 713 289

The Dining Room
Wedmore

01934 710080
Open 7 days a week, serving local and home produced good quality food.

We are open for morning coffee, light lunches and afternoon teas.

The dining room is available for private parties, also outside catering for all types of events.

We are also fully licensed, so why not have a glass of wine with your lunch

or Prosecco with afternoon tea!

The Dining Room
Wedmore

01934 710080
Open 7 days a week, serving local and home produced good quality food.

We are open for morning coffee, light lunches and afternoon teas.

The dining room is available for private parties, also outside catering for all types of events.

We are also fully licensed, so why not have a glass of wine with your lunch

or Prosecco with afternoon tea!

Forthcoming events
Pre Opera Supper

Wednesday 8th July 2015
Friday 10th July 2015

Saturday 11th July 2015
5.00pm onwards

Opening times
Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 4.00pm

Sunday 12.00pm - 3.00pm

Wedmore
01934 710080

At Roderick Thomas we have over 35 years experience in promoting & selling properties.
We have professionally qualified valuers and are registered with the

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors.

We offer a unique service, putting a very strong emphasis on high quality marketing materials 
and frequent communication with buyers and sellers.

We pride ourselves on being friendly, approachable and professional and believe that these 
qualities lead to the high number of sales we are achieving.

 
Please contact us if you are considering selling for a no obligation conversation. 

www.roderickthomas.co.uk

Wells
Tel: 01749 670079

info@roderickthomas.co.uk 

Castle Cary
Tel: 01963 351993 

cc@roderickthomas.co.uk 

Wedmore
Tel: 01934 710220 

wedmore@roderickthomas.co.uk

Wedmore
Bed & Breakfast

Bright Spacious Bedrooms with private 
bathroom. Pretty garden. Peaceful and 

relaxing. Just a stone’s throw from 
Wedmore’s amazing pubs and shops.

For great rates and more information

07557 912 468
sallya.lee@gmail.com

Orchard Farm, Cheddar Road, Cocklake,
Wedmore, Somerset. BS28 4HS

www.thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk
info@thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk

01934 712311

HALF PIGS for your FREEZER

Gloucester Old spot Pork
from our own “Orchard Farm” Cocklake.

 Cut bagged and delivered
£115 Each

HOG ROASTS

DIY - Cooked and delivered for you to carve.
Whole or Half.

The Full Monty - Cooked, Delivered and carved
with all the trimmings.

Also available catered B.B.Q’s
( please call for prices)

(380)
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(455)

AVA
LON SWEEPS

Fully insured chimney
sweeping service for all flues,
wood and solid fuel burners.

01749 676453

gary@avalonsweeps.co.uk

(567)

Ace of Spades

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price 

Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or

one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574)
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TEMPERATURES
 Maximum (1st, 5th)  17 °C (62.6 °F)
 Minimum (28th)  -1.0 degree C (30.2 °F)
 Number of air frosts 1
 Monthly average maximum  13.4 °C (56.1 °F)
 30-year average maximum  15.0 °C (59.0 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  6.7 °C (44.1 °F)
 30-year average minimum   7.5 °C (45.5 °F) 

COMMENTS
Rainfall 46% above average; temperatures cooler than average.

Denley Brown

Forthcoming Events
Green Wedmore Meeting – Monday 2 December 
At The Swan at 8pm, a talk from Somerset Food Direct, a Community 
Benefit Society owned and financed by the local community.

Wedmore Gardening Club Christmas Dinner and 
Entertainment – Tuesday 3 December 
7.30 pm at the Masonic Hall. 

Wedmore Methodist Church Annual Concert – 
Wednesday 4 December 
7.00 pm in the Church. 

An Evening of Christmas Entertainment – Friday 6 December 
At 7.30 pm in the Theale Village Hall. Seasonal songs, sketches and 
recitations presented by members of the Theale Players, Theale Church 
and friends. 

Tickets £10 to include a light supper. Bar and raffle. Tel 01934 712144; 
advance booking please. 

Wedmore Tennis Club Christmas Party – Tuesday 10 December 
All members are warmly invited to the Christmas drinks party in 
the clubhouse. We do hope lots of you will be able to join us, with 
tennis from 6 - 7.15pm and drinks and nibbles from 7.15 - 9pm - 
come along to either or both.

Blackford Café at Blackford Village Hall – Wednesday 11 December 
2 - 4.00 pm we welcome all to Blackford Cafe to celebrate Christmas.

Yuletide Music accompanied by tea, coffee or mulled wine and festive 
cakes will be a happy way to join friends and neighbours. Do come along.
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Wedmore by Lamplight – Wednesday 11 December 

The Tea Set – Friday 13 December 
3 – 4.30 pm, the Lady Chapel at St Mary’s Church, cake and informal chat. 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club at the Panborough Inn – Friday 13 December 
Open Mic Christmas Special at 8 pm. 

Wedmore Farmers’ and Craft Market – Saturday 14 December 
At the Borough Yard, 9.30am to 1.30pm. Any enquiries please contact Mrs Judith 
Gould on 07813 340086. 

Wedmore in Bloom – Saturday 14 December 
Meet outside The George Inn at 9.30am, all welcome. 

Christmas Bazaar – Saturday 14 December
With Father Christmas in aid of Christ Church, Theale, at Theale Village 
Hall 12.00 noon – 2.00 pm. Light lunches served from 12.30 pm.

Usual stalls, tombola, raffle etc.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 15 December
7 pm members’ choice ‘White Christmas’

Wedmore WI – Thursday 19 December
Kay Wych who will tell us about the ‘The Abbot’s Kitchen Maid.’ The 
Competition is ‘A Christmas Bauble.’ 

Wedmore Methodist Church Coffee for All – Friday 20 
December 
10 am – 12 noon in the church. 

Theale Community Café – Saturday 21 December
At Theale Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon. 

Join us on the Road to Bethlehem – Monday 23 December 
Starting from Stoney Stiles on Snake Lane at 4.30 pm. and making our way 
to Theale Village Hall encountering characters from the Christmas Story on 
the way. Mulled cider, coffee or soft drinks and mince pies after. Suitable 
for the whole family. For further information ring Elizabeth Coulter on 
712144 or Rev. Richard Neill on 713566

2020 Wedmore Gardening Club Talks: 
Tuesday 28 January 2020 ‘Gardens of the Rich and Famous’ by 

David Moon
Tuesday 25 February ‘The Edible Garden’ by Christopher Smith 

of Pennard Plants.
At the Masonic Hall at 7.30 pm. 
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* Breakfast Served On Weekends 9-11am

* Function Room Available

* Take Away / Eat In Pizza Available On Friday & Saturday Evenings,
 Also Now Available On Monday Evenings As Our Monday Pizza 

Special: Buy 1, Get 1 Half Price 

* Delicious Sunday Roasts Available 12pm-6pm

* Live Music Every Other Sunday from 5pm to 7pm

* 5 Unique Bedrooms

Church Street, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4AB Tel: 01934 712124

For more information visit our new website
www.thegeorgewedmore.co.uk

Offering a fantastic selection of food, wine and good times.
We also have a wonderful function room available.

(445)
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Hector’s Farm Shop 
The Borough, Wedmore 01934 712384 

 
 

 
 

Bronze and Traditional Turkeys 
from our own farm 

 all types of poultry, meats, game and 
 Christmas Fayre 

 
 

Homemade sausagemeat, chipolatas, pies, pickles,  
Bread, cakes, quiches, and much more! 

 
Orders taken for Christmas now!! 

 
Telephone : –  01934 712384 

       

James, Mike and Alan would like to thank all our customers who 
have supported us through 2019

(029)
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The Crossword: Number 32
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Submissive dwarf on French island (6)
4 Spiritless scrum leads inferiors game (8)
10 Articulated arms meter someone with a speech 

impediment (9)
11 Paper handkerchief doesn’t start children! (5)
12 Triangular shorts found here (7)
13 Regular income from word of advice in despatch (7)
14 Garden nuisance describes lack of interest (5)
15 Perhaps the more expensive end of Smithfield (8)
18 Result of ‘Nothing-to-do-head’ (8)
20 Do bridge players meet to hunt for minerals? (5)
23 Wassails don’t begin to excite (7)
25 Undercooked part of a cheese dish (7)
26 Follow graduate ideology (5)
27 Taking things on the whole but insist getting on (9)
28 Writers’ blocks (8)
29 Take note at the first goal (6)

DOWN:

1 Handicapped acted over a marten! (8)
2 Smile after tea nevertheless show displeasure (7)
3 French region to the east provides a luxury ride (9)
5 Richest masters dress these extravagantly (9,5)
6 Sloth consuming political party will find an excuse (5)
7 Surround for example is bee bumbled (7)
8 Corrects space finishes (6)
9 Controlling natural desires has a silver lining (8,6)
16 Scarlet beast has right to be a bird (9)
17 Bambi and friends backed around their man and put on 

the show again (8)
19 Medic prescribes nothing for a dry period (7)
21 Universal resource locator will go to the answer (7)
22 Inherent danger found outside the house (6)
24 Crawled quietly into the bog (5)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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Vera’s Verse for December 
Thank You 

Thank you for our Friday treat 

Your cakes are really delicious to eat

It’s good to know that we can share

Our latest news with people who care

To keep in touch with a friend or two

And be introduced to someone new. 
Vera Banwell 

Events Taking Place 
Outside the Parish
Cheddar Baby Book Club – Mondays
At the Cheddar Library from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, for babies to 
pre-school children. Bookings can be made in person at Cheddar 
Library or call 0300 123 2224 or email chelib@somerset.gov.uk

Cheddar Valley U3A – Monday Mornings
Retired or semi-retired? If you are in Cheddar on a Monday 
morning between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon come and chat with 
us over a cup of coffee in the Library. For more details search on 
line, search for Cheddar U3A or ring 01934 744241.

Craft and Sewing at Cheddar Library – 1st and 3rd Fridays
Try a variety of crafts, meet new friends and share ideas with the Craft and Sewing 
Group at the Cheddar Library at 2.00 pm. 

Inner Wheel Club of Mendip
Ladies (of varying ages) meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 
the Cider Shed, Winscombe. We aim to promote true friendship, 
encourage the ideals of personal service and foster international 
understanding. New members are always welcome – please contact 
Linda Wright 01934 713226. 

mailto:chelib@somerset.gov.uk


December 2019 51

(542)

(602)

(644)
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C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

(221)

www.thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk
E-Mail info@thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk

Tel 01934 712311

½ Pigs for your freezer
Gloucester Old Spot pork from our own “Orchard Farm” Cocklake. 

Cut , bagged and delivered
£115 

Hog Roasts 
D.I.Y - Cooked and delivered for you to carve. Whole or half

The Full Monty – Cooked, delivered and carved with all the trimmings.

Also available, catered B.B.Q’s  
(Please call for prices)

J.P.Baker & Sons Ltd.
( FAMILY BUTCHERS ) 

THE BUTCHERS COTTAGE , CHURCH STREET ,WEDMORE 

SOMERSET .  BS28 4AB

Purveyors of quality meat and game

Home-Made Award Winning  Sausages

Local Wedmore Lamb & Beef

Home Produced Gloucester Old  Spot Pork

“Local Rural Produce,

just as it should be”

Tel Jim or Mike on 01934 712311

www.thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk
E-Mail   info@thesomersetsausagecompany.co.uk

Tel 01934 712311

1/2 Pigs for your freezer

Gloucester Old Spot pork from our own 
“Orchard Farm” Cocklake.
Cut , bagged and delivered

£115 

Hog Roasts 

D.I.Y  - Cooked and delivered for you to 
carve. Whole or half

The Full Monty – Cooked, delivered and 
carved with all the trimmings.

Also available, catered B.B.Q’s

( Please call for prices)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)
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Churchill Singers present a Christmas Carol Concert – Thursday 5 
December
At St Leonard’s Church, Shipham, starting at 7.30 pm (doors 
open 7.15 pm) in aid of Alzheimer’s Research UK. The concert, 
which will last approximately one hour, will be followed by 
mince pies and mulled wine.

There is no entrance fee but donations for Alzheimer’s 
Research UK will be gratefully received. We do hope you can join us for this enjoyable, 
varied programme of Christmas music (with some audience participation!) and help 
raise funds for this vital charity.

Church of the Holy Cross, Mark, Annual Christmas 
Bazaar – Saturday 7 December
2 – 4 pm at Mark Village Hall. Includes mince pies, raffle, bottle stall, 
crafts, cakes and Father Christmas. Free entry. Proceeds to Mark 
Church.

Axbridge and District Museum, Two Christmas Openings – 7 and 22 
December
On Saturday 7 December, during the Farmers’ Market, enjoy a wintry 
visit to the museum and an opportunity to buy ideal stocking fillers for 
friends and family. We are open from 11 am to 1 pm.

Closer to Christmas, on Sunday 22 December, during the Axbridge 
Christmas Market, the museum is open for family fun, from 10 am until 1.30 pm. 
Children can try out their skills in a treasure hunt, ‘pinning the tail on the reindeer’ 
and other games, while all enjoy mince pies. There will be information too on the 
2020 Axbridge pageant activities for children. 

Entrance is £2.50 (unless you still have your ticket bought during the 2019 season!). 
National Trust members, Corporate Friends and under-16s visit free of charge. 

www.kingjohnshuntinglodge.co.uk

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre: Miracle on 34th Street – 
Wednesday 11 December
Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts

For queries and help, email cheddararts@gmail.com 
Payment for the booking system is by credit / debit card only and 

cash will only be accepted for tickets sold on the door.
Copies of the programme are available in local shops, 

the leisure centre and on the organisation’s website – 
www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts. 

Cheddar Arts @ Kings Theatre is a collaboration between Kings 
Academy school and the village community, centred on the school’s state of the art 
studio theatre. For more details visit www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts.

http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
mailto:cheddararts@gmail.com
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
http://www.kowessex.co.uk/cheddarArts
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Cheddar Vale Lions’ Tree of Light – Thursday 12 December
The official lighting up ceremony will take place on Saturday 12 
December at Cheddar Garden Centre (Hillier Garden Centre 
Cheddar).There will be a dedication ceremony, music, carols and 
mulled wine, all commencing at 4.30 pm. 

To sponsor a light in memory of a loved one, complete a form to be 
found on our website www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk, in the Garden Centre and at 
various outlets throughout the valley, or telephone 0345 833 7402. 

Tasty Morsels – Recipes 
for You
Apple and Almond Tart with Cognac and Crème 
Fraiche Ice Cream 
Well we all know what is happening in December, so here is a recipe to augment 
Christmas pudding, or perhaps be an alternative. It can be made in advance and 
frozen; we choose to make the recipe for 6/8 but separate it into two tarts so they can 
be used for separate meals. We find that by the time pudding arrives the appetite is 
a bit reduced, so smaller portions are welcome!

Serve warm with a sweet white wine. 

Ingredients for the Tart
350g plain flour
175g butter, cubed
50g icing sugar
1 egg yolk
900g cooking apples
Teaspoon of whole cloves
175g marzipan, grated
Little beaten egg white
Tablespoon of caster sugar

Method
1. Sieve the flour into a mixing bowl. Add the butter and rub into the flour until 

the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. Stir in the icing sugar. Make a well 
in the centre and stir in the egg yolk and about 3 - 4tbsp of iced water to make 
a soft, but not sticky dough.

2. Peel, core and thinly slice the apples and place in a pan with about 150ml water 
and the cloves. Cook gently for about 5 / 10 minutes until soft, but still holding 
their shape. Leave to cool.

3. Preheat the oven to 200c. Roll out the pastry and use it to line a 20cm deep 
flan tin (or two smaller tins if making two tarts). Save the pastry trimmings.

http://www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk
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Recovery
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Martin and Rachel welcome you to 

Prowse  
Antiques and Interiors 

1 Borough Mews, Wedmore 
 

Celebrate nostalgia in all things 
useful & beautiful 

 

Our new venture… come to see 
our cabinets in 

The Treasure Chest Tea Shop! 
 
We will be open for Wedmore Street Fair – 
raising funds for Toilet Twinning and the PTAs! 

If you have any questions, find us on Facebook – 
Prowse Antiques and Interiors  

or call us on 01934 712453 or 07860 837 680 

 
(645)

  Sedgemoor District Council fund a  
home improvement loan scheme 
for homeowners and landlords*. 
We understand the expense of 

maintaining your home.  We want 
to help you to take the stress out of 
funding repairs, improvements or 

adaptations to your home.   
We see you as an individual, not a 

credit score. 
For a free, no obligation home visit 

or more information: 
Contact Wessex Resolutions CIC on 

01823 461099 or visit 
www.wessexresolutions.org.uk 

*Subject to eligibility 
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Karen Larsen 
MCSP, BSc Hons Physiotherpy 

The Surgery 
St Medard Road 

Wedmore 
BS28 4AY 

Karen.larsen@wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

Wedmore Physiotherapy 
0751 5532808 

Treatment of  • Back and neck pain 
   • Sports Injuries 
   • Joint problems and arthritis 
   • Orthopaedic rehabilitation 
   • Acupuncture 
   • Work station assessment 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Recognised by Insurance Companies,HPC registered,Home visits available,Please call for further information
 Www.wedmorephysiotherapy.com 

      

(467)
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4. Drain the cooked apple mixture, remove the cloves and spoon it into the pastry 
case. Layer the marzipan over the apple. Using the reserved pastry trimmings 
make a lattice design for the top, Glaze with egg white, sprinkle with caster 
sugar and cook for 35 - 40 minutes, until it becomes golden brown.

5. Freeze the whole tart/s cooked. Defrost at room temperature for 3-4 hours, or 
reheat in a preheated oven at 180c for 30 minutes.

Ingredients for the Ice Cream
500g tub full - fat crème fraiche
175g golden icing sugar, sifted
4tbsp Cognac (or similar spirit of choice)

Method
Whisk the crème fraiche, icing sugar and Cognac together; it will become thin, but 
continue whisking until it becomes slightly thicker. Pour into a 450g loaf tin lined with 
cling film, cover and freeze for up to a month. Serve as required.

Norma and Derek Logan 

The Garden in December
Although the days are short in December and the sun is low in the 
sky it can often be quite pleasant in the garden. Of course, what 
we cannot know at present (2 November) is what sort of a winter 
we are going to get. So far the last few weeks have been rather wet; 
apart from one slight frost a week or so ago, we have had nothing to 
prevent most plants from carrying on growing. Today, I have seen 
penstemons and pinks with significant amounts of flowers still on 
them, also dahlias and hydrangeas These are, of course, summer flowers hanging on, 
but other winter flowering plants are coming into flower early because of the mild 
weather. Winter jasmine (jasminum nudiflorum) and iris unguicularis are already 
performing. These will carry on into December and will be joined by the beautifully 
scented, pink flowers of viburnum fragrans and its offspring, v.x bodnantense . There is 
little as pleasant on a cold bright winter day as working close to one of these, enjoying 
its fragrance, with a robin singing nearby. A lot of colour in the garden in December is 
due to berries and fruits, unless of course we have already had severe weather during 
which the birds will have eaten them.

I mentioned penstemons earlier; these used to be thought of as borderline-hardy, 
but during recent mild winters (including last year) they have survived pretty well. 
However, if we have prolonged cold weather, it is probably worth covering them with 
cloches or horticultural fleece.

Winter pruning of fruit trees can begin now and continue until bud-burst at the end 
of February. It is also a good time to do any major pruning of ornamental deciduous 
trees as it is much easier to see what you are about when the leaves are off. (Be wary 
with members of the prunus family (plums and cherries) because of the silver-leaf 
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disease I have mentioned before; its spores are airborne at this time and may enter 
plants through cut stems. Do not, of course, prune willows and dogwoods grown for 
their colourful bark until the end of the winter, when you can cut them back hard, as 
their young wood is the most colourful and this will grow again next summer, ready 
for the subsequent winter.

Provided that the ground is not too wet and/or frozen, carry on with winter digging 
whenever possible; apart from anything else, it will keep you warm.

When the weather is unsuitable for working outside, it is a good opportunity to 
clean out greenhouses and conservatories; when this is done, consider extra insulation 
with bubble wrap, although current feelings about plastics may make you consider 
alternatives such as cardboard, but of course, allowing light in would be a problem. 
Think about planting winter salad crops if you have room. There seem to be more far 
varieties available for this than there once were. Go to the garden centres and browse 
the seed racks, or look on line. You can also buy young plants.

There are more and more winter bedding and container plants available now 
than used to be the case. This is because the nurseries are always on the lookout for 
plants that grow without too much expensive heat and of course for environmental 
reasons, as burning fuel for heating produces carbon dioxide. This is however quite 
a complex issue, as the plant themselves use up quite a lot of it and release oxygen. 

In the outdoor vegetable plot, over-wintered brassicas such as Brussels sprouts and 
cauliflowers may need staking and heeling in to stop the wind from blowing them over.

If you have outside taps and hosepipes, especially those with plastic fittings, protect 
them from sub-zero temperatures as the plastic is often cracked when the water 
expands on freezing and you may not find out until you go to use it again in the spring.

By the end of the month, snowdrops and daffodils will be starting to appear and 
then the whole garden season starts over again.

Spend any time you have when gardening is impossible, looking at seed catalogues 
and seeing what you may wish to plant next year.

I’ll end by wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
I may manage to compose a quiz again for the next issue.

Adrian Hutchison

Thought for the Month
All families have their own Christmas rituals – a 
marathon afternoon walk, turning the porch into a fairy 
light grotto, listening to Carols from King’s College 
Cambridge, watching particular Christmas films, or 
whatever. My family has a tradition that is probably 
more peculiar than most. Before sitting down for our 
meal the turkey is paraded around the house (and often 
outside) by the head of the household, with everyone else in pairs following behind. 
We all sing a song with the lyrics of ‘With a Roodah, Doodah, Doodah and a Roodah 
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Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice
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Suzie Beale
Personal Trainer
Conditioning  Strength Cardiovascular NutritionWeight Management
I offer tailor-made plans and enjoy working with 
people of all ages, abilities and fitness levels.
My personal experiences and enthusiasm mean 
that I am committed to helping people achieve 
their goal.

suziebeale6@googlemail.com
07494471500
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Doodah Dey, with a Roodah, Doodah, Doodah, Doodah, Do and a Roodah, Doodah 
Dey’. I have absolutely no idea why or how this started but in defence of my sanity, 
it’s a tradition of several generations and I wouldn’t want to be the one to break it; 
and, what the heck, it’s fun!

The different rituals that we have help mark out Christmas as a special time of 
year and can help to unite the different generations who sometimes gather under one 
roof. One tradition I would urge you to keep at Christmas is that of going to church, 
even if it isn’t somewhere you would normally find yourself. Well you’d expect me to 
say that wouldn’t you? But going to church can help keep us in contact with what lies 
behind all our various Christmas traditions and fun – the astonishing moment in time 
of God’s great love for us shown in the baby who grows to be a man who transforms the 
world. Without that moment, so much of what we are and who we are, just wouldn’t 
be, never mind our Christmas celebrations. Going to church at Christmas can be a 
way of saying thank you for all that the season brings and a way of opening ourselves 
to the love which makes it all possible. Elsewhere in this edition of the magazine there 
is a list of all of our special Christmas services at the various local churches.

Lisa, Iona, Melissa and I thank you for all your good wishes and prayers over the 
past year. May you have a truly wonderful Christmas.

Revd Richard Neill

Sport Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
October was one of those months when the course conditions page 
of the website got a lot of use from players checking the course was 
open or perhaps sometimes hoping it was closed. In fact, despite the 
disappointing loss of the last Open of the year, the Yonnex Trophy, the 
course generally stayed open and in remarkably good condition. The 
Ladies competed for yet another trophy, the Olive Bowl. The Trophy 
went to Linda Rogers who also won division 2 with 37 points. Janis 
Lawrence was second on 33 and Ruth Rogers a further point back 
in third. Chris Simpson took first place in division 1 on 36, 3 ahead 
of Aileen Robertson with Annya Patten third on 31. Best score of the day was from 
Pru Witter who won division 3 with 40 points, but missed out on the trophy due to 
the maximum handicap restriction. She finished 10 points ahead of runner up Penny 
Oliver who beat Judy Brooking-Clark on countback.

There were not many ladies in the Club monthly Stableford but it was one of these, 
Harriet Lockley, who had the round of the day. This was a gross 69, 3 under par in 
tricky, windy conditions giving her 38 Stableford points, 4 better than runner-up 
Colette Sweeting. This was not the only outstanding round of the day as in division 
1 of the Men’s competition Nigel Jones was 3 under par on the front nine before 
slipping to a one over gross 71 and 41 Stableford points. This was 4 better than runner 
up James Vowles. Jay James had an emphatic win in division 2 as his score of 38 points 
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was 7 better than closest rival David Poyner while Tony Wilde won division 3 with 39 
points, again a clear 3 points better than Alex Chetwode in second.

The rain which caused 
the cancellation of the Yonex 
did not affect the Senior 
Captain’s Day on the following 
Monday. This was a modified 
Stableford, modified as the 
Stableford scores on each hole 
were multiplied by the par for 
the hole. This caused a few 
mathematical problems as well 
as generally creating some high 
scores. Highest score of all came 
in division 3 where Phil Rogers 
scored a massive 157 points 
to win by 9 points from Alan 
Caines with Gordon Newbery 
third on 135. Second best score 
of the day, and with it the 
runners-up trophy, came from 
Tony Biggs who won division 
1 with 154, which was only one 
better than second placed Ian 
Sentance who as Captain only 
just avoided winning his own 
competition. Peter Searle was 
third on 143. Brian Kidd was the 
winner of division 2 with 141 
points which put him 8 points 
clear of runner-up John Rogers 

with Philip Springfield third on 132.
Indeed, the Seniors were largely unaffected by the weather. In their Stableford, 

following heavy weekend rain, they made light of conditions, particularly the lower 
handicappers in division 1 which was won by Philip Horn with 40 points, It was a 
close run thing though as this was only one better than Charlie Woodard who himself 
only beat Tom Bennett on countback. Nick Smith was another to reach 40, winning 
division 2 by a clear 3 points from John Hogan with Martin Blackmore a shot behind 
in third. Rich Long was the only player below handicap in division 3, winning with 
38, 4 better than Keith Bennett with Eddie Parlour third on 33.

In the Seniors medal Mike Garbutt cruised round the front nine in one over par 
and held on well to finish with a nett score of 7 under 65 shots to win by 3 from Dom 
Smith. John Sims claimed division 2 with a nett 68 which put him 2 ahead of Jim Crick. 
There were two brilliant rounds of nett 66 in division 3 which John Snelling won on 

The above shows Vice-Captain Tim Harris (left), 
captain of the winning team in the annual match 

against the team led by Captain Kev Osman (right).
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A-Tanks 
Suppliers of septic tanks, 

sewage treatment systems, 
pumping stations,  

cesspools, silage effluent  
and many other tanks

We can also offer 
installation

For free consultation 
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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countback from David Griffiths. Both had three pars on the back nine with Snelling 
doing enough on the other holes to just clinch the win. 

With the Seniors done and dusted it was time for the juniors to take over in the 
Ladies Greensomes competition. Abi Moore and Megan Wilde were teamed together 
and came in with 37 points. This put them two ahead of runners-up Eunice Bond and 
Jenny Thomas with Sue McDonald and Marlyn Jackson finishing on the same score 
but losing out on countback to take third place.

The Ladies stayed rain free for their Medal with Eunice Bond continuing her run 
of good scores with a 69 to win division 1 by 3 shots from Annya Patten with Maggie 
Morris a further shot back in third. Liz Sweeney also beat par with 71, giving her a 
7-shot margin over Karen Barnett in division 2. Sue Hughes was a further shot back 
in third.

In the Club Medal, the best score came from Ross Aitken, winning division 1 with 
a 68. This was just one better than runner-up Dom Smith with Nigel Jones a shot 
further back in third. There were two scores of 69 at the top of division 2 with Trevor 
Marshall beating Evan Newman on countback. Graham Clifford was 2 shots behind 
in third. There was an even closer finish to division 3 with the top four all scoring 69. 
Countback on the back six gave first place to Ian Bunn with Nigel Young outscoring 
Andrew Page-Dove over the back nine to take second and third and John Sims the 
unlucky player in fourth place. Jane Prosser was the best lady on the course coming 
in with a 78. 

There were two major sporting events on the final Saturday and after the golfers 
had finished watching the rugby they took part in the annual match between teams 
representing the Captain and the Vice-Captain. They did not quite manage to avoid 
all the rain but all matches were completed and it was Vice-Captain Tim Harris’ team 
who emerged victorious with 7.5 wins to Captain Kev Osman’s team 5.5.

Tony Biggs

Wedmore Tennis Club
On Saturday 12 October Wedmore Tennis Club was delighted to take part in the 
Wedmore Village Health and Wellbeing Day.

Thank you to all who came along to our stand to find out 
more about the Tennis Club.

We really enjoyed meeting you all. We hope lots of you 
will now feel inspired to come along for taster sessions at the club, either to try out 
some coaching which is available for adults and juniors or to join us in social sessions 
on Mondays at 6.30 pm (men’s), Tuesdays at 6.30pm (ladies’), Wednesdays at 6.30 pm 
(mixed), and Saturday afternoons 1-3pm (mixed). You can have three tennis taster 
sessions for £3 per session, (£5 per couple) before deciding if you would like to join 
our friendly club. Here is a link to the website if you would like to have a browse: 
https://www.wedmoretennis.co.uk 

https://www.wedmoretennis.co.uk/


66 December 2019

We had a lot of entries to our ‘guess the number of tennis balls in the basket 
competition.’ Congratulations to Andy Laken who won a year’s ‘parent and child’ 
membership to the club, also to junior Ted Comerford who won a free coaching session 
with our head coach Craig Phillips.

For those of you wondering how many there were 57 balls in the basket!

Christmas Party
All members are warmly invited to the Christmas drinks party in the clubhouse on 
Tuesday 10 December. We do hope lots of you will be able to join us, with tennis from 
6 - 7.15pm and drinks and nibbles from 7.15 - 9pm - come along to either or both.

Jo Cooper

Church News
Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of: 
Stephen Baker, formerly of Crickham, who died on 30 September 2019 aged 90 and 
whose funeral took place at St Mary’s Church on Monday 14 October 2019.

Advent Carol Service
The first weekend in December sees the beginning of Advent, the time in the 
church’s year for preparing ourselves to receive our Lord Jesus when he comes, 
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both at Christmas in human form and at the end of time in glory. Advent Sunday, 1 
December, will be marked in the evening when St Mary’s will move from darkness to 
light during the Advent Carol Service at 6.30 pm. This is a particularly moving service 
in which the theme of the coming of the light of Christ is invoked with hymns, music 
and readings appropriate to the Advent season.

Wedmore’s Living Advent Calendar
Thank you to those who came to the cheese and wine launch for Wedmore’s second 
Living Advent Calendar. On evenings between December 1 and 24 householders from 
across the village are looking forward to unveiling their window at 6.30 pm. If you 
are still interested in taking part there are a few windows left at the time of writing 
and we will have a reserve list in case people have to drop out. Pop into the Cottage 
Gallery to find out which dates might still be available. 

Look out for the map of all the homes and dates which are on our website and 
in local venues, which will mean you can also go back and look at windows whose 
openings you may have missed. If you want to find out more about our Living Advent 
Calendar go to that website – www.lacw.co.uk or join our Facebook page – Wedmore 
Living Advent Calendar or follow us on Twitter at @wedmoreliveadv1.

St Mary’s Christmas Market 
St Mary’s once again invites you all to the annual Christmas Market on Saturday 7 
December between 9.30 am and 12.00 noon. There will be all the usual stalls, singing from 
pupils of Wedmore First School Academy and the Coffee Shop will be open throughout. 

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at 8.45am 
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am 
Sunday 1 Advent 1 10.30 am Gift Service and Café Church
   6.00 pm Advent Carol service
Sunday 8 Advent 2  10.30 am Parish Communion and Gift 

Service
   6.00 pm Advent Meditation
Wednesday 11  6.00 pm Crib Service (Wedmore by 

Lamplight)
Sunday  15 Advent 3 8.00 am Parish Communion (BCP)
   10.30 am Morning Praise
Sunday 22 Advent 4 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.30 pm Candlelit Carol Service
Tuesday 24 Christmas Eve 5.00 pm Christingle Service
   11.30 pm Midnight Mass
Wednesday 25 Christmas Day 10.30 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday  29 Christmas 1 10.30 am Benefice Communion

http://www.lacw.co.uk
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Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 1 Advent 1 9.00 am Parish Communion and Gift 

Service
Sunday 8 Advent 2  9.00 am Sunday Breakfast and 

Christingle
Sunday  15 Advent 3 9.00 am Parish Communion
Monday  16  6.30 pm Community Carols
Sunday 22 Advent 4 9.00 am  Advent Meditations
Wednesday 25 Christmas Day 9.00 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday  29   No Service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 1 Advent 1 11.00 am Parish Communion and Gift 

Service
Sunday 8 Advent 2  11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday  15 Advent 3 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 22 Advent 4 11.00 am Carol Service
Monday 23  TBC Road to Bethlehem
Wednesday 25 Christmas Day 11.00 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday  29   No Service

Allerton Church
Sunday 1 Advent 1 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 8 Advent 2  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday  15 Advent 3 4.30 pm Christingle
Sunday 22 Advent 4 9.00 am Family Communion and 

Nativity Play
   6.30 pm Carol Service
Wednesday 25 Christmas Day 9.00 am Christmas Morning 

Communion
Sunday 29   No Service
Revd Richard Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore, can be contacted on 713566.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30 am - Morning service. We have groups for tots to teens, and a 
lovely playroom for restless little ones.
Every Wednesday 10 am – 12 noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come 
for coffee / tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm welcome. 
Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones. All free of charge. We have 
good parking and wheelchair access.  
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30 - 9.15 pm. We run two youth groups for school 
years 6 - 8 BBC1 and years 9+ BBC2. 
Every Wednesday (term time) 7.30 – 9 pm. Parenting Together Group. For more 
information contact Colin and Jenny Parfitt 07710454487. 
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Tuesday 24 - Candlelight Service 7 pm. 
Wednesday 25 - Christmas day Service at 10.15 am. 
For further details, please ring (01934) 710779 / 712812, email contactus@
bagleybaptist.co.uk or go online at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday 1  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 8  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 15  10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday 22  10.30 am Morning Service
Local Arrangement - Carol Service

Coffee for all on Friday 20 December 10.30am - 12.00 noon. Everyone welcome.

Crickham Baptist Church
Sunday Services:  6.30 pm
Sunday School:  10.30 am
Contact Dulcie Hooper 712187.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
Contact Father Philip Thomas - telephone 709244.

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
mailto:contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
http://www.bagleybaptist.co.uk/
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During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability 
of clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for 
changes to opening hours.

You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning NHS 111, or 
visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments. Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus
The Wedmore Community Bus is available for everyone, 
travelling to Taunton (Tuesdays), Bridgwater (Wednesdays), 
Weston-super-Mare (Thursdays) and Street (Fridays).

The service acts less like a bus and more like a personal 
taxi service. You get on and off wherever you tell us is the 
most convenient place - usually outside your own house. 
Travel is free if you have a current bus pass. If you have to pay, then fares compare 
very favourably with alternative forms of transport, saving money on fuel and parking. 
For example, the 50-mile round trip to Taunton is only £4.80.

The bus departs from Wedmore at 9.30 am and is back by early afternoon - leaving 
plenty of time for those needing to collect children from school. To book a seat, ring the 
friendly controller between 6.00 pm and 6.30 pm on the evening before your journey:

Controller Taunton Angeline Duckett 712631

Controller Bridgwater Angeline Duckett 712631

Controller Weston super Mare Carol Ayliffe 713471

Controller Street Carol Ayliffe 713471
The bus is also available for private hire. It can be booked by contacting Jo Keen, 710759

Crossword 32 Answers
Across: 1. Docile 4. Scrabble 10. Stammerer 11. Issue 12. Bermuda  
13. Stipend 14. Ennui 15. Upmarket 18. Idleness 20. Dowse 23. Arouses  
25. Rarebit 26. Dogma 27. Averaging 28. Notepads 29. Attend    

Down: 1. Disabled 2. Chagrin 3. Limousine 5. Christmas trees 6. Alibi  
7. Besiege 8. Emends 9. Treasure Island 16. Redbreast 17. Restaged  
19. Drought 21. Website 22. Garden 24. Swamp
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Cottage by the Sea 

 
 

	
	

Dale,  
Pembrokeshire 

 Cosy 3 bed Cottage near the Sea. 
Fantastic Coastal Walks and Water Sports. 

In walking distance to an Award-Winning Pub. 
Sleeps 6. 

Contact Sarah for details on; 07713163424 
Email – charnwoodcottage@outlook.com 

	

(640)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

 CHEDDAR ROAD, CLEWER 
 

Fresh Fruit, Veg & Flowers 
 

Christmas Orders being taken 

 
Holly Wreaths 

 
Planted Gifts 

 
Bouquets delivered locally   

 
Christmas Opening Times 
Sunday 23rd 10:00 - 15:00 

    Christmas Eve 9:00 -  15:00  
Closed 25th - 28th December 

 
nethercottclewer@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

                            

Opening times 

Monday to Friday 9:00-5:15 

Saturday 9:00-1:00 2:00-5:00 

 

 

(026)

01934 742881
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HAVE ANTIQUES TO SELL? 

  

The Agricultural Centre, Standerwick, Nr Frome, BA11 2QB 
Tel: 01373 852419 

Email: salerooms@cooperandtanner.co.uk 

WE OFFER FREE HOME 
VISITS AT YOUR 

CONVENIENCE, PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR SALE 

ROOMS OFFICE TO BOOK A Black Forest carved 
wooden nutcracker sold 
for £300

(666)

Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007)

RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)



(555)



We’re now looking forward with great excitement and enthusiasm to 2020!

We ‘ve already a strong register of Buyers for the New Year and we expect a very busy January.

We have a fresh and new approach to selling with a 
unique service with commission rates starting at

0.5% plus vat.

MAY WE WISH ALL BUYERS, SELLERS,

COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS

THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON!

Call and let us explain why we believe we’re 
the best estate agency in the region.

Tel 01934 710220 or email me personally 
at: rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk

Roderick Thomas 
Chartered Surveyor

This year, 2019 has ended with a remarkably strong market considering the political landscape!

Below are just examples of the excellent recent sales.
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