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We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer with the 
ease of lockdown restrictions. As we approach autumn, 
if you are considering moving, we are more than happy 
to visit you to give genuine and honest advise from a 
trusted agent about the sale of your home. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the team or visit us in the village office.

Washbrook, Nr.Wedmore Guide Price £745,000

Wedmore Offers in Excess of £295,000
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Editorial
Dear Readers
A warm welcome to the September Edition, number 498.

If you are newcomer to Wedmore then a special welcome, I hope you are delighted 
with your new home and perhaps might like to share your first impressions of the 
village with us.

Well, what an amazing month we have to look forward to. This Edition contains an 
absolute compendium of information, advice and guidance for your benefit, welfare, 
health and general enjoyment. In almost seven years of involvement with the IoW 
News I have never seen so much packed into a single month. Whilst this is mainly 
due to the relaxation of the Covid restrictions, it is still an incredible array of events 
for a place of this size. Indeed, I doubt you would find so much packed in if you lived 
somewhere like Kensington and Chelsea.

So, what exactly do we have happening here in September? Well in short: 
International Cricket at Allerton, the Theale Show, the 20th Wedmore Real Ale 
Festival, the Guides Jumble Sale, a Freecycle Sunday, a Plant, Craft and Coffee 
Morning for Cancer Research, Somerset Open Studios, a Harvest Supper at Blackford, 
oh and I almost forgot, the month ends with the rescheduled Wedmore Arts Festival. 

Deadline for October Edition: 1 September 2021
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (01934 244435) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons 
does not want your entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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When combined with the regular array of meetings, rehearsals, talks, workshops and 
coffee mornings, a busy month for everyone.

Again, I am grateful to the many people who generously gave their time and 
expertise to assist me in putting this Edition together.

Happy reading.
Bill

Front Cover
Make hay while the sun shines! Our neighbour took advantage of a few dry and sunny 
days in mid-July to cut the grass in our field at Cheddar Road Farm and bale the hay.

Liz Sweeney

News
Parish Council Business
The July meeting was held in Blackford Village Hall and was well attended by 
Councillors but unsurprisingly, due to the Covid issues, no residents attended. Our 
County Councillor reported that he was becoming increasingly frustrated by the slow 
pace of highway work within the parish. This was due to a limited number of staff and 
vehicles and the difficulty in getting hold of certain materials. He explained that the 
situation was being constantly monitored. Members agreed to make a grant to Green 
Wedmore Group towards a wildlife project and to pay for fencing replacement at 
Blackford play area. Many of the Council’s policies and procedures required updating 
and several members were involved in this process which would take several months. 
All the allotment plots have now been let due to the increase in new residents coming 
into Wedmore.

Rod Pring, Parish Clerk Wedmore Parish Council, 
Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 

Telephone 713087, email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

News from District Councillors
SDC business has certainly got back up to speed with certain meetings taking place 
in Bridgwater House, mainly the Planning Committee meetings and Licensing and 
General Purposes, and the Grants Sub Committee. Unfortunately, there was a 
technical issue with the latest Grants committee, the internet didn’t want to behave, 
so the meeting was aborted after 45 minutes and the committee members had to go 
home! It was re-arranged for the following week, but then there was a confirmed Covid 
case, so we then had to go to plan B and revert back to Teams....technology is great 
until it fails. This was the first meeting of the financial year so there is a budget of 
£50,500 in the pot. Applications applied for totalled £17,180 and £14,373 was actually 
awarded. Wedmore has £37,900.38 in the RLT2 funding pot which the WPAA will 
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The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Feeling tired, stressed or anxious?
Want to reduce pain, especially from arthritis?
Suffering from ongoing medical conditions?

Need relief  during cancer treatments?

Lift your mood and get a feeling of  wellbeing
Come and experience the benefits of  these holistic treatments

Find out more
 Contact Wendy Rider on 07935 275451 or email wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from Essence Beauty, Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB

(685)
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(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

Ace of Spades

Expert gardening for the
Isle of Wedmore at a
down-to-earth price 

Call Rob Richley for regular
garden maintenance or

one-off help: 07774 891992
or 01934 713802

(574) (622)

(695)
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apply for in due course to put towards extra play equipment at the new play area at 
Cross Farm and also the existing parish play areas.

Polly chaired a Licensing Panel to consider issues about Hackney/Private Hire 
drivers, relating to their status of ‘Safe and Suitable’ as the DBS process of their 
license had not been complied with. Badges are due for renewal and expire on 30 
November each year. The recommendations of the Licensing Officer were to revoke, 
suspend or give more time. The panel agreed to revoke the licenses as the drivers 
had been given plenty of time to respond. Taxi drivers have reduced from 180 to 140 
during the pandemic. Out of those 140 only nine hadn’t renewed their DBS on time 
and now only two have been revoked.

Polly also chaired a Licensing and General Purposes Committee Meeting. The topic 
of discussion was the 2022-2023 Boundary Review. The committee, after discussion, 
made comments to the officer to relate back to Government. Also discussed was the 
2022-2025 Gambling Policy. Will was present at this meeting as a committee member.

Will continues to help with the speed watch in Mark, he has attended a Drainage 
Board Meeting, consulted on a number of planning applications and also he has been 
chasing up SWP for missed recycling collections, which hopefully are back to normal 
after a spate of missed collections for us all.

As this goes to print the Secretary of State announced on 21 July the intention 
to implement the proposal for a single unitary council for the county of Somerset, 
despite 65% of the electorate being in favour of the Stronger Somerset proposal. The 
District Councils are preparing their response to Government. Enormous changes 
ahead in the structure and delivery of Council services and fewer councillors on the 
ground, like us, to help our communities.

Polly and Will

Allerton CC v World XI – Friday 3 September
Allerton Cricket Club are hosting and playing a T20 game against the 
Lashings World XI (a team of former international players (including 
Devon Malcolm, Monty Panesar, Chris Lewis, Ryan Sidebottom). 
Initially planned for Friday 9 July, this will now take place on Friday 3 
September at Allerton Cricket Club, entry from 2pm and the cricket 
match starts at 4pm.  

Tickets for spectators are still available to see some spectacular cricket and 
enjoy some local food and drinks. Tickets can be purchased on Eventbrite: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/allerton-cc-vs-lashings-world-xi-t20-cricket-match-
tickets-99190691027

Along with the fast bowling and big hitting international super-stars we have the 
great Henry Blofeld commentating, so it will be a sensational atmosphere.

Theale Show – 4 September
Only a few days to go now until the Theale Show 2021 on Saturday 4 September. 
Depending on when you read this, you may still have a couple of days left to register 
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those last-minute entries. The entry schedule with all the details is available online 
at thealeshow.com

The plan for the day is as follows - the show opens at 2.30 pm, with the afternoon 
offering the chance to admire all the entries, with tea and cakes and activities for the 
kids. There will be the ever-popular Flower Arranging demonstration in the church, 
where people will be able to make their own as well. There will be craft stalls, a dog 
show and a fantastic display of archery from some of Europe’s finest traditional archers 
(they will have a range of bows for all ages so you’ll be able to have a go yourself!). 
Prize giving will be around 5 pm, and then with a slight change from the format of 
past years, we slide straight into the evening with Tex-Mex supper available from 6 
pm, accompanied by low-key live guitar blues, followed at about 7pm by live music 
from the wonderful and fun ‘Clay Bottom Jug Busters’ band. The Green Man bar 
will be open all day and into the evening.

The cost of entry is only £2.00 for adults, with under 16s free. Regardless of when 
you come along, this should be a great value and entertaining day and evening for 
everyone.

Hopefully see you there.
Bill Woodroffe 

Chair, Theale Show

The 20th Wedmore Real Ale Festival (10 – 12 September)
It’s September and that means our 20th festival is just 
around the corner and we can’t wait to get proceedings 
safely underway to give everyone the festival we have been 
looking forward to.

After it worked so well in 2019, this year’s festival will 
be held at Glebe Field, Manor Lane, Wedmore, BS28 
4EQ, opposite the Wedmore Village Hall carpark. This 
new, larger site allows us to offer you over 100 choices 
of ale and cider, as well as a selection of wine. We are 
also delighted to announce that GinJar will also be at the 
festival this year, offering a fine selection of gins.

A range of food will be available throughout the weekend and, on Friday night, 
Bee Skas will get our live music underway, with a range of two tone and ska music. 
Live music will continue from 1.30 pm on the Saturday with Cross the River, Kindred, 
Mantawrays and, finally, ABBA Revival, the number 1 tribute act for the Swedish 
supergroup. As well as live music, we will have DJ Olly from Enhanced Entertainment 
ending both nights with dancefloor fillers.

Saturday night’s fancy dress theme is Abba, so will you be Agnetha, Anni-Frid, 
Bjorn or Benny, or maybe an inspired outfit to represent your favourite ABBA tune?

The festival opens at 7pm on the Friday and 11am on Saturday and Sunday. The 
bar closes at 11.30pm on both Friday and Saturday and draws to a close around 4pm 
on the Sunday.
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B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)

(388)

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 
If you think your life could be better, you’re right, it can! 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias   
Panic attacks - Weight management 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

Wedmore Surgery   
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe 

Cowan House, Weston Super Mare 

WWW.MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

07887902557 
Life is too short to be burdened with anxiety

(647)
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A-Tanks 
Suppliers of septic tanks, 

sewage treatment systems, 
pumping stations,  

cesspools, silage effluent  
and many other tanks

We can also offer 
installation

For free consultation 
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

(481)

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)

Hedging

Treework

Fencing

Turfing

Grass cutting & maintenance

Services include:
Treework | Stump Grinding

Fencing | Turfing | Logs
Garden and Ground Maintenance

Avant and Operator Hire

We also offer one-off or regular contracts,
Domestic and Commercial 

CCoonnttaacctt  DDaann  0077882277  332288887744  

oorr  eemmaaiill  ddaann@@aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

wweebb  wwwwww..aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

Stump grinding

A1 Gardening ad.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  11:02  Page 1

(696)
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Please note that at 6pm all under 18s will have to leave the site. Admission to the 
festival will be £10 per person, which includes a 20th festival pint cup to take away.

The auction will be back on the Sunday afternoon with a wide range of lots for 
you to bid for and we’ll also hold the draw for the festival raffle.

Another popular fundraiser is Sunday’s grand finale Beer Bucket Challenge. 
This year’s willing volunteers, who have agreed to be soaked in cold beer in aid of 
charity, are:

1. Charlotte Cundy
2. Emily Mulliner
3. Emma Andrews
4. Lexie Gower
5. Linda Moorcroft
6. Shannon Loughrey
7. Sarah Love
8. Dave Powell
9. Finn Cavanagh
10. Nick Munyard
11. Pip Nicholls
12. Pip Patch
13. Simon Tremlett
Of course, one of the main objectives of the festival is to raise money for local 

worthy causes, so if you have a suitable cause that would benefit from a donation 
from the festival, please complete this year’s Application Form, which can be found 
on our website www.wedmorerealale.co.uk/funding-application/. All completed forms 
must be sent back to us by the 13 September. The successful applicants will need to 
attend the presentation night on 2 October.

In 2019, we raised a staggering £19,000, so come along and enjoy the festival and 
help us to raise more money for our local causes and add to the £205,000 the festival 
has already raised since 2001.

To keep up to date with the final details for this year’s festival please like our 
Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on Twitter @WedmoreRealAle 
or go to our website www.wedmorerealale.com.

We look forward to seeing you all very, very soon.
Alan Page

Wedmore Guides Jumble Sale – Saturday 18 September
We are delighted to advise that we are holding a Jumble Sale with our famous Guide 
Café on Saturday 18 September in Wedmore Village Hall 
from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm.

Having a summer clear out? Please consider donating 
your unwanted items to us to help us raise some much-
needed funds to replenish the kitty after lockdown. We 
are really looking forward to getting back together again and hope that the village 
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community will support us in this first fund-raiser for some time. Happy to collect 
jumble locally - please give me a call 01934 713650.

Elaine Tilling 
Wedmore Guides Unit Leader

Freecycle – Sunday 19 September
After several very successful ‘Doorstep’ Freecycle days during 
lockdown, it is time to return to the village car park on the Cheddar 
Road on Sunday 19 September from 10 am to midday.

Don’t throw it away - give it away!
The only rules are that no cash changes hands and that anything that is not taken 

by others is taken away by you.
Looking forward to seeing you all on 19 September.
(P.S. Take the opportunity to look around the Food Forest while you are down 

there).
Green Wedmore

Plant, Craft and Coffee Morning – Saturday 25 September
10am – 12 noon. Proceeds to Cancer Research UK

Stook House Farm, Littlemoor Road, Mark. TA9 4NL. Two 
miles from Mark Church - Follow the signs from the church.

www.justgiving.com/maydaycoffeemorning
Children must be accompanied bya responsible adult – 

property next to river Yeo.
Entrance £2.50 for coffee/tea and cake.

The Childrens’ Society Box Opening 2021
Calling all Childrens’ Society collection boxholders.

Covid-19 freedoms permitting, this year’s Annual Children’s Society Box Opening 
will take place on the Saturday 2 October in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore, to coincide 
with the Fairtrade Coffee Morning.

Please bring your boxes to St Mary’s between 9.30 am and 12.00 noon. If you 
do not have time to stay for coffee during counting, your box will be available for 
collection from St Mary’s from Monday 4 October. If you cannot bring your box on 
the 2nd, it can be delivered to Combe Cottage, Combe Batch on Wednesday 29 or 
Thursday 30 September.

If you are short of coins in this cashless age, notes or a cheque, payable to The 
Children’s Society, can be submitted instead. However, I do need to have sight of the

latter to complete the necessary paperwork, so you are not pestered later when 
chasing up ‘stragglers.’

If you are new to the village and would like to become a boxholder, please contact 
me on sjburton1012@gmail.com for details.
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Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

IIff  yyoouu  lliikkee  tthheessee  ddeessiiggnnss,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  lloovvee  wwhhaatt  wwee  ddeessiiggnn  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoommee!! 

We Plan Your Extension is a Wedmore based Architecture 
Practice with a focus on designing wonderful homes, 
extensions & renovations. If you wish to create your dream home, 
we will work with you & design the solution to bring that 
dream & your home to life. FREE initial Design Consultation! 

WWEE  DDEESSIIGGNN::  
• Kitchen Extensions
· Bedroom Extensions
· Attic and Garage
Conversions

I We 
Plan Your 

EXTENSION 

· Garden Rooms
· Home Offices
· Exterior Facelift & Interior

Layout Redesigns

� [c+] 

· We manage all Planning
Permission and Building
Regulations applications
for you!

T (01934) 709916
W www.weplanyourextension.com
E hello@weplanyourextension.com

(689)
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(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

(611)

M.G. CONSTRUCTION

   Property Maintenance 

   Extension & Roofing

   Flat Roofing & Stone Masonry 

   Groundwork & Paving 

   Kerbs & Drainage

   Landscaping

Tel  07447046441
Email  markgreenan1986@gmail.com

	  
M.G.	  CONSTRUCTION	  

&….	  
	  
èGroundworks	  with	  digger	  
èHard	  landscaping	  
èRoofing	  &	  carpentry	  	  
èKitchen	  installation	  	  
èFully	  insured	  	  
è30	  years	  experience	  	  

07447046441 	  
	  

	  
	  

SCCCCS

(636)

07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Sunlit Solar has been providing clean, green 
energy across the South West since 2003 and 
is committed to working with Green Wedmore 
to help achieve their zero carbon goal for the 
parish. Discounted solar packages for residents 
of Wedmore parish which represent more than 
10% saving on typical prices available, please get 
in touch for an information pack.

DISCOUNTED SOLAR PACKAGES 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS

(642)
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Wedmore by Lamplight
There will be an open meeting on Wednesday 15 September at 6.00pm in St. Mary’s 
Church, Wedmore.

If you would like this event to continue, please come along to this meeting with 
your thoughts and ideas.

Recycled
That well-known Wedmore gardener and raconteur Mr Martin Horton is making a 
come -back in his cycle racing career.

Martin successfully track-raced a ‘Wally Green’ bike back in the early 1960s,
(Martin can be seen in the black and white photograph below speeding along back 

in 1961).
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Having spent many months searching for original parts, he has managed to restore 
and reproduce the bike he rode back in the sixties. It has a fixed wheel and is without 
brakes, the colour photograph below shows Martin back in the saddle sixty years on 
from his early racing days.

Martin survived the commissioning ride and celebrated over a bottle of fizz with 
his wife Barbara and friends, Barbara said she is relieved he no longer wishes to repeat 
his exploits on the track as the Life Insurance does not cover track racing.

In tribute to Martin, it is hard to see the difference between the two photos.
Steve George

Wedmore Arts Festival – What a Weekend they’ve Planned!
Wedmore Arts Festival returns to the village in September 
with a wonderful weekend for everyone:

Friday 24 September

• Simon Weston opens proceedings at 12 noon with 
an inspirational talk in the Village Hall, followed by 
‘meet the speaker’ lunch in Beggars Roost.

• Where is Mrs Christie? 7.30pm – one woman drama in the Village Hall (She’s 
been missing for years!)

Saturday 25 September

• Children’s Film Show. 10 am, Village Hall.
• Poetry Buzz Workshop with poet Tara Arkle. 12 noon, followed by ‘meet the 

speaker’ lunch in Beggars Roost.
• Mad Hatter’s Tea Party – puppet show with puppet-making. 2pm and 4.45pm, 

Village Hall.
• Dave Hankin Big Band - In Full Swing. 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church.

Sunday 26 September
• Improve your photography – a Walking Workshop with Tony Chau. 11am from 

the Village Hall.
• Organ Recital by Liam Stott. 12.15pm, St Mary’s Church.
• Talking Books – three authors on where stories come from. 4pm. Village Hall.
• Tickets for all events go on sale on Tuesday 24 August.

Priority booking for Friends starts Tuesday 17 August. And it’s not too late to 
become a Friend!

See the website: wedmorefestival.co.uk, or phone 01934 807229.
Patrons of the Wedmore Arts Festival: Kate Adie, Henry Blofeld, Peter F Hamilton, 

Mark Hamlin, Michael Morpurgo, Admiral Lord West.
wedmorefestival.co.uk, 01934 807229
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A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)

(700)

Learn to Play Bridge
Year one & two courses starting Oct 2021

Suitable for beginners and improvers
Winscombe Community Centre 

Winscombe & District Bridge Club

For more information 
www.bridgewebs/winscombe.com

or contact Janet O’Brien 01934 253889
obrien-jm@outlook.com 

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
             Wedmore Village 
         Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell. 

07376648835 claireosteopathy@gmail.com 

 Sports Massage Therapy, Sports Massage and Personal Training 
Shockwave Therapy, Spinning Classes 

07747798508 www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

Women’s Health Physiotherapist Roberta Bass 
Pelvic health, Pre and Postnatal Pain, Menopause Health 

07862620259 www.robertabasswhphysio.co.uk 

 jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk/www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk/fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic  
 The Cottage @ The George Inn,  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

           Parking is available in the George car park for our patients.

(681)
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CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

Music for Weddings,  
Parties and Events

Jazz Machine is a highly experienced and 
professional band providing music and 
musicians for any event in the UK or abroad. 
Our experience ranges from London Hotels 
to Local Weddings, Corporate Entertainment 
and International Touring.

Contact:
For a free quote or to discuss your 

requirements, call  
Edward Leaker on 07773 350973 
or email info@edwardleaker.com

For more info and audio clips visit: 
www.edwardleaker.com

(444)

(387)
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Isle of Wedmore Good Neighbours Group
The Wedmore Good Neighbours group continues to get into its stride despite having to 
pick its way carefully through the ever-changing challenges 
posed by Covid. In January the team received just eight 
requests for help but at the time of writing volunteers are 
assisting just over twenty people a month. So far over half 
of requests have been for a driver and almost all of these 
were for attendance at medical appointments.

Given these figures it’s worth reminding readers that volunteers are available for 
other tasks as well. Perhaps you are going away for a few days and need someone 
to visit and support a relative you care for? You’ve got some heavy items you’d like 
taking to the recycling centre? You’re self-isolating and need something collecting 
from a local shop or the chemist? Or you’d just welcome some company over a cuppa?

There has been no shortage of volunteers requesting to join the team and about 
another ten have recently completed the induction process. Early in July a number of 
volunteers and co-ordinators attended some excellent sessions conducted by Reflex 
First Aid Training, based in Mudgley.

So, if you know of someone in and around Wedmore who would welcome assistance 
of the kind the scheme provides, please encourage them to call 01934 806299 and leave 
a message - a volunteer will contact them shortly. Please note that we’re not part of 
social services, or an emergency service…we’re just good neighbours!

If you’d like more detailed information about the group and how it operates visit 
the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing website – visit www.whawb.co.uk/gns/

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and 
with the support of Wedmore Parish Council, here is this month’s 
item relating to our health & wellbeing.

Be prepared!
It’s not just the Lion King or scouts and guides who 
need to ‘be prepared’. We can all benefit from being 
prepared for things we least expect. Unfortunately, 
we can become ill or have an accident suddenly and 
then preparation for such an event can really help the 
outcome. For us our ‘preparation’ has been helped 
by the provision of a number of AED devices, or 
automated external defibrillators in our area. These 
are situated in Wedmore village, Blackford and most 
recently in Theale. An AED is used to help those 

experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It’s a sophisticated, yet easy-to-use, medical device 
that can analyse the heart’s rhythm and, if necessary, deliver an electrical shock, or 
defibrillation, to help the heart re-establish an effective rhythm. When a person 
collapses it is a frightening experience for all those concerned, but prior knowledge 



20 September 2021

and training can improve the outcomes for all involved. There are accredited training 
providers, including Rich and Heather, Reflex First Aid Training Ltd at Mudgley, 
and they will teach us how to use an AED. With training we may feel more confident 
to act if someone had a cardiac arrest and this will give the person the best chance of 
survival. The British Heart Foundation has some very clear guidance on their website 
www.bhf,org.uk and search for ‘defibrillators’. The British Red Cross has a helpful 
First Aid App, which can help with training and also guide you in an emergency. For 
more information go to www.redcross.org.uk and search for First Aid.

For less serious emergencies, we may just need to reach for our First Aid box. 
What should we keep in a First Aid box? The NHS has a suggested list, which includes 
the following:

• Plasters in a variety of different sizes and shapes
• Small, medium and large sterile gauze dressings and at least two sterile eye 

dressings
• Triangular bandages, crepe rolled bandages and sticky tape
• Safety pins, tweezers and scissors
• Disposable sterile gloves
• Alcohol-free cleansing wipes
• Thermometer, preferably digital
• Skin rash cream, such as hydrocortisone or calendula and cream or spray to 

relieve insect bites
• Antiseptic cream
• Distilled water for cleaning wounds
• Eye wash and eye bath
• Basic first aid manual or instruction booklet

For the complete list go to www.nhs.uk and search for ‘First Aid kit’.

COVID-19 and Flu vaccination programme
The Government has announced that the Covid-19 
‘booster’ and Flu vaccination programme will start 
from 1 September 2021. Stage One will begin with 
offering a Covid-19 third ‘booster’ shot to those 
most at risk, including those over 70 and health 
and social care workers. Stage Two will begin as 
soon as possible and will include adults over 50 
years old and others at risk. In addition, the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI) and NHS England have agreed that 

50-64-year-olds will be eligible for a flu vaccination again this year. It is anticipated 
that both vaccinations can be given at the same time but, depending on local 
delivery arrangements, they do not have to be given concurrently. Please see our 
website for more details. www.whawb.co.uk
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LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)

(699)
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OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc
77  ddaayyss  aa  wweeeekk

* Breakfast  * Lunch  * Booking Essential

* Function Room available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)(452)
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Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)
Our GPs would like to increase our awareness of RSV, which can cause Bronchiolitis. 
This is a common lower respiratory tract infection that affects babies and young 
children under two years old. Most cases are mild and clear up within 2 to 3 weeks, 
without treatment, although some children have severe symptoms and need hospital 
treatment. For more information go to www.nhs.uk and search for ‘bronchiolitis’. 
There is also an App, ‘HANDi Paediatric’, which is available from the App store.

For more information on this month’s items go to your local website for health & 
wellbeing matters www.whawb.co.uk and go to latest Wedmore News entry. You will 
be able to access all the websites via direct links and find information easily.

Cathy Butterworth 
On behalf of Wedmore Health & Wellbeing Project

‘Music Matters’
Continuing on from what was ‘Singing for the Brain’. We meet fortnightly via Zoom 
Tuesdays at 2.30pm. Open to supporting people with dementia, their carers and 
other senior members of the community who find themselves isolated during the 
unprecedented Covid-19 situation. Meet, Chat, Share and Sing! Previous singing 
experience is not necessary, we sing for the enjoyment!

Contact Maureen Campbell, trained Singing for the Brain leader and Movement 
Psychotherapist, by email: mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk

Wild for Wildlife in Wedmore
Green Wedmore is thrilled to introduce our latest project, Wild 
for Wildlife in Wedmore (WWW)! We have adapted an idea from 
the amazing Transition Town Wellington team. This project is to 
help encourage and inform so we can all help more wildlife into 
our gardens and help protect the environment. There will be an 
information booklet, competition (with prizes) and a map of the 
village showing the top wildlife gardens and where you may catch sight of an owl or 
hedgehog.

Please, please, please have a go at the tick box competition in the image below 
and email your score and address to stevemewes415@gmail.com so he can pop you 
on the map and get your prize to you. Enjoy!

Many thanks to Wedmore Parish Council for a good chunk of our funding.
More info at http://www.greenwedmore.co.uk/Latest-News/Wild-for-Wildlife-in-

Wedmore!.aspx
Steve Mewes, Green Wedmore

Somerset Open Studios 2021 – 18 September to 3 October
In one of the largest Open Studios events to date, Somerset Open Studios 2021 
presents work from more than 300 Somerset Art Works Members in over 200 studios 
and spaces across the county this autumn. Visitors have the opportunity to go behind 



24 September 2021

the scenes and meet the artist, find out what inspires them and experience the working 
process - engaging with creativity at the source. Studios occur in a variety of unique 
situations and the event is the perfect opportunity to discover hidden locations and 
workspaces, in person and also online.

For 2021, visitors will be able to experience and explore artists’ workspaces in new 
and different ways. A fold-out venue map and listings, available in cultural venues 
from August, will help visitors plan their journeys and navigate the 16 days of Open 
Studios. Also new for this year is an Open Studios App, providing full venue details in 
an easily-accessible format, including art forms, accessibility information and opening 
times. The App works offline and links to Google Maps to take you straight to the 
studio door! A map and venue listings, along with artist images and editorial will also 
be available in the September/October edition of Evolver magazine, the arts and 
culture guide distributed across the Wessex region. Finally, in another new initiative 
for 2021, venue details will also be listed on the Visit Somerset website, enabling 
visitors from further afield to make the most of their stay in Somerset, or to enable 
all visitors to experience a full day out with everything that the county has to offer!

This year, there is an increased focus on improving access for visitors: information 
is available in a range of formats, in print and online, and artists are doing their best 
to ask if they can help to make access easier to venues. QR codes will help visitors 
locate information easily - just scan the codes where you see them to take you to the 
App or to the Open Studios page on the website.

The Open Studios page will contain full information about Open Studios and 
all venue details, as well as an event programme with workshops, talks, films and 
have-a-go activities listed. Every weekend is Family Friendly Weekend with a range 
of activities suitable for families of all shapes and sizes! Work by artists taking part 
in the recent Somerset Reacquainted project will show in ‘Community’ at Taunton 
Brewhouse and there is also a special exhibition, ‘Thread Bearing Witness’, with work 
by Alice Kettle at Somerset Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury.

Artists have made preparations to ensure that venues are Covid-safe including 
waiting areas and some venues may be open by appointment only. Please follow 
the latest Government guidance when entering artists’ studios, including wearing a 
mask if required, hand sanitising, social distancing and complying with Covid safety 
information at each venue.

Please check venue details before making a special journey- or phone ahead. Many 
venues will be happy for you to make an appointment.

After a difficult few months, artists will be pleased to welcome you and show you 
what they’ve been working on and will value your support as we all venture out to 
experience the wonderful variety of art and creativity across the county this autumn.

For more details, please see: somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks 
or contact Paul Newman at Somerset Art Works on 07715 528441 or 
paul.newman@somersetartworks.org.uk

somersetartworks.org.uk
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(407)

What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.ABTA No. P7465

(345)
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RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)

C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

Companionship, care and support when you need it the most.

Available for: companionship, welfare checks,
personal care, medication, appointments, trips out,

palliative care, shopping, light housework,
night sleeps and much more...

£17.50 per hour, £15 per 45 mins, £12.50 per 30 mins.

 Contact: 01934 710073 1 The Borough Yard
07388 459567 Wedmore BS28

Enhanced dbs, insured and registered with Somerset Council.

(692) (524)
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The Village ‘Close to Home’ Cookbook is Here!
The cookbook incorporates 66 recipes from Wedmore’s clubs, food shops and 
restaurants and reminds us of the food produced on our doorstep and how lucky we 
are to be able to buy it without leaving the village.

It is always on sale at The Cottage Gallery and watch out for us at the Theale 
Show, at the Real Ale Festival and popping up elsewhere.

Music in Mind is Back!
September is the time for tea, cake and music!

• Are you feeling isolated after all this time at home?
• Can we tempt you out?
• Perhaps you have memory problems but would like to come along to a friendly 

group and share some music and chat - along with a cup of tea!
• Music helps as there is no pressure.

We are having an open session on Monday 6 September 2.15 – 3.30pm in the 
Masonic Hall in Wedmore. Why not join us – it is free!

Music in Mind is run by Stella Moore (Music Therapist) - and some very 
important volunteers. If you know of anyone who might like to come or you 
would like more information/help with transport, please contact 01934 732282 or 
davestellamoore@btinternet.com
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Edwin Badman From Theale
Sheila, James, Helen and their families would like to express their sincere humble 
thanks for the support and many sympathy cards they have received following the 
unexpected loss of dear Edwin on 15 July.

He was a truly dedicated farmer, through and through, but always found time to 
assist in the village when called upon to help in any way.

Life will be empty without him, but know time will help with the loss we are all 
feeling at the moment.

Thanks also to the professional people who have helped at this sad time.

TV Licensing – Over Age 75 Policy Changes
In August 2020, there was a policy change to the TV Licence for those over 75 and 
free licences were no longer funded by the government from this date. However, 
anyone aged 75 or over and receiving Pension Credit is now eligible to apply for a 
free TV Licence.

Since then, more than 9 out of 10 of these households have now made arrangements 
for a free or paid licence or updated us on changes in their circumstances. We are 
enormously grateful for the high level of support that over 75s customers have shown 
for the licence fee.

As we have now reached a situation where over 75s households are in line with the 
general population, in early July TV Licensing wrote to customers they hadn’t heard 
from to explain the extended transition period we put in place due to Covid ended 
on 31 July 2021. The letter included information about the simple steps to take to get 
set up and made it clear that advice and support were on hand should people need it.

TV Licensing will be hosting Zoom meetings for community groups and charities 
to get up to speed with the latest updates and what this will mean for your clients. In 
the meeting we will cover:

• TV Licence basics
• Over 75 policy change
• Flexible payment plans
• Concessions
• Vulnerable customers
• Supporting materials available

Please note: This meeting is available for staff and volunteers of the community 
groups so they can relay information to their service users.

We can arrange this for any date and time that suits you so please get in touch if 
you are interested.

To Book: Email daniel.cooper@bbc.co.uk or call 07756 215298

Wells Festival of Literature 15 – 23 October
Tickets on sale soon!

Last year the Wells Festival of Literature was one of the few events to feature 
‘people, actual people!’. Speakers and audiences alike appreciated WFL’s efforts in 
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Box 1     £ 25.00 
 

1lb Pork Sausages 
1lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
4 Beef Burgers 

4 Pork & Apple Burgers 
1lb Minced Beef 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Box 2      £45.00 
 

2lb Pork Sausages 
2lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
1lb Streaky Bacon 
2lb Minced Beef 

4 Pork Chops 
4 Belly Pork Slices 

 

 
 

All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

 
Tel     01934 712311 

(352)
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Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

HAVE ANTIQUES TO SELL?

The Agricultural Centre, Standerwick, Nr Frome, BA11 2QB
Tel: 01373 852419

Email: salerooms@cooperandtanner.co.uk

WE OFFER FREE HOME 
VISITS AT YOUR 

CONVENIENCE, PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR SALE 
ROOMS OFFICE TO 

BOOK AN APPOINTENT
An Edwardian 
domestic letter box, 
sold for £3,200

(666)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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making that happen, especially as they also offered live-streaming so that those who 
were unable to make it to Cedars Hall in Wells didn’t miss out.

This year, road-map permitting, the plan is to have all the speakers on stage in 
person but, with their 2020 expertise firmly under their belt, the team will also be 
offering all events as live-streamed options. So, if you can’t be in the auditorium 
itself, don’t worry. The Festival’s wonderful speakers will address you in the comfort 
of your own home!

Gyles Brandreth, Natalie Haynes, James Naughtie, Sathnam Sanghera, Jonathan 
Dimbleby, Lucy Jago – these are just a few of 32 plus people who will be coming to 
Wells with an extensive range of incredibly varied stories, opinions, questions, answers, 
suggestions, facts, fiction... and more.

Tickets go on sale on Monday 6 September with priority booking (for Friends) 
starting the week before – on Tuesday 31 August. The full programme will be on the 
website shortly as well as in the distinctive brochures which are available locally from 
mid-August. www.wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk.

Axbridge and District Museum in King John’s Hunting Lodge
The imposing, National Trust-owned King John’s Hunting 
Lodge in medieval Axbridge Square is home to a charming 
museum. Built in the 15th century, it has served since as 
a corn merchant, post office and, for 140 years, around 
the time of the Civil War, as a popular watering hole, The 
King’s Head Inn.

Today, there’s something here for everybody, whether 
you live nearby or are a visitor. Come browse among the 
artefacts of a rich, local history, from pre-Roman to WW2: 
children will love the fright of the skeletons, while adults 
shudder at the horrors of life in the local workhouse.

Admission to the museum is currently free. However, because of this year’s Covid 
conditions, please visit our website before you plan your trip to check that the museum 
is open, and the opening hours.

www.kingjohnshuntinglodge.co.uk Twitter: 
      KingJohnHuntingLodge@AxbridgeMuseum

Of Flowers, Dresses, Suits and Rings!
It was that part in the service, and there was a hush over the assembled throng.

There had been readings, there had been tributes, the congregation had even 
been able to sing songs!

It was the first proper wedding since restrictions were lifted, and the church was, for 
all intents and purposes, packed. From the routines of the previous months, only hand 
sanitiser and face masks remained, all other procedures now seemingly redundant, 
had been dismantled, or else sacked.
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In the vestry beforehand, the choir had been discussing if such a wedding had 
happened in the church before, but it had been so long that not one of them could 
remember, or really say for sure.

Yet, there at the front of the church, for the reality could not be denied, stood a 
bride, resplendent in white and a groom at her side!

But now nothing stirred but the ‘click, click, clicking’ of the photographer’s camera 
as he roved about the room, as every head turned instead towards the Vicar officiating.

The Vicar looked at the Best Man in the first pew and asked, ‘Do you have the rings?’ 
The Best man fumbled for a few moments in the breast pocket of his waist coat before 
producing a sort of small black velvet pouch from which he proceeded to place the first ring 
onto the Vicar service book. All seemed to be a mere formality from here, but he couldn’t 
quite grasp the second ring, and all looked on in horror as it slipped, and then spun from 
his hand towards the ground. ‘Clink’ ‘Clank’ ‘Clink’ ‘Clank’ it went!

‘Watch it doesn’t go down the heating grate!’ said one of the Ushers.
The sound of gold bouncing on the ancient stone floor, reverberated around the room, 

and there were ‘whoops’ and ‘gasps’ and ‘chuckles’ as many hands dived down in hot pursuit.
As I surveyed the scene, I could not help but stand in awe of what I could see. 

Afterall, what is this thing called love? What is this thing that binds? That it glues 
together spirits, souls and minds? Such was the preparation of flowers, dresses, suits 
and rings one could not fail to be aware that there was a higher force at work.

Anwar al-Sadat, winner of the Nobel Peace prize in 1978, once said that love is 
the only force capable of pulling down the ‘barriers’ that exist in human relationships, 
so as to draw two people together. Love is the most powerful force in the universe 
because it confounds the laws of logic.

When I was growing up, my Dad would often say that ‘we like someone because, 
but we should love them although’. Such is the enduring power of love, that so many 
of the couple’s friends and family had turned out to toast this force for good at work 
in the world. The circles of gold exchanged at a wedding symbolise the unending force 
of love and devotion that exists between two people.

All had gone quiet in church, the many hands had withdrawn and stood waiting 
for further news. Suddenly a red-faced best man appeared above the front of the pew 
grasping a gold ring between his thumb and index finger!

‘Thank God,’ he cried, ‘it didn’t go down the heating grate!’
To which everyone present gave a cheer.

Rev. Sam Healey, 
Curate for the Isle of Wedmore Benefice

One for the Road
We were due to play at Cheddar Ales on 26 June but this has been 
postponed again until 25 September.
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Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)(657)

MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)
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(370)(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Bulb, Plant and Garden 
Furniture Sale – Saturday 25 September
Following the successful ‘Car Boot Sale’ in Winscombe on 
Bank Holiday Monday 30 August, the Branch is planning 
another outdoor event on Saturday 25 September. This will 
be an RNLI Bulb, Plant and Garden Furniture Sale.

The Sale will take place outside the Winscombe Community Centre (TBC) between 
10.00am and 1.00pm and, while planned as an outdoor activity, will revert to within 
the Community Centre as a wet weather alternative. The garden items will include 
autumn plants, bulbs, acer saplings, garden & workshop tools, garden furniture & 
Chris’s table; there will also be RNLI Souvenirs and refreshments including beverages, 
hot dogs and bacon butties. For more details or if you have items to donate for sale, 
please contact Tina by e-mail on meejlfh@gmail.com or 01934 842304; large items 
can be collected by arrangement. All profits will go to the RNLI.

Multi-Station Call-Out
Summer continued to place demands in July for our four Somerset lifeboat stations 
with a total of 21 shouts (Burnham-on-Sea – 7, Minehead – 1, Portishead – 6 & W-s-M 
– 7). HM Coastguard paged Burnham-on-Sea Atlantic 85 lifeboat ‘Doris Day and 
Brian’ at 10.26 pm 25 July, together with Weston-super-Mare and Barry Dock lifeboats 
and a HM Coastguard rescue helicopter, after a report of someone in the water at 
Brean. All rescue resources undertook extensive search patterns of the area without 
result, and eventually the search was stood down as a ‘False Alarm with Good Intent.’

Somewhere House Somerset – 10 Years On
Somewhere House was created in 2011 after someone close to one of the trustees was 
really struggling. The founders of the charity, Angie and Dave Clarke, got their heads 
together and asked some of their staff and friends: What can we do to help? Is there a wider 
community need? And so Somewhere House Somerset evolved. Throughout the last 10 
years tens of thousands of hours of support have been offered on both a one to one and 
group basis. We have just celebrated our 10th AGM and in the last 12 months alone have 
offered around 6000 hours of contact for those who are, in often times, desperate need.

Angie is still involved on a day-to-day basis, alongside other trustees and a strong 
team of counsellors - volunteers who all do an amazing job both supporting individuals 
and fundraising. The reality is, without this charity, where would all of these people have 
gone for their support?

We have regular referrals from all types of agencies locally, as well as self-referrals. 
Somewhere House Somerset has also supported other charities. Our team have been 
involved with supporting Mindline, the 24-hour mental health helpline as well as running 
our own.

We can regularly be seen, when Covid restrictions allow, at local community events.
The charity has existed due to hugely generous beneficiaries, and loyal funders. 

Angie and her husband started the charity and kept it afloat financially for many 
years when funding was not readily available. As the charity has grown, so has its 
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reputation, well known and respected locally. In the last 15 months during Covid-19 
not only have we been able to increase the numbers we see to over 120 per week but 
we have been able to increase the number of counsellors available to 12.

Thank you to everyone for the last 10 years and here’s to many more!
Remember you can donate to the charity via our website 

www.somewherehousesomerset.org OR, if you would like to join our board of 
trustees or fundraising team, please get in touch with us via the website.

Please remember we are a charity and rely on donations, grants and fundraising 
to keep our service going.

Somewhere House Somerset, www.somewherehousesomerset.org 
01278 780 769

New Dedicated Eye Theatre Suite Opens to Patients at Musgrove 
Park Hospital
A brand-new ophthalmic theatre suite has opened at 
Musgrove Park Hospital.

The new state-of-the-art suite is the first part in the 
development of a new eye care unit at the hospital, with a 
second theatre expected to be in operation at the suite in the autumn.

It means eye surgery will be able to continue even when the hospital is at its 
busiest – which previously could have led to the postponement of planned surgery.

The development is one part of Musgrove 2030 – an ambitious programme to 
transform the hospital’s facilities and ensure people are cared for in the right place 
to meet their health needs.

The suite was constructed entirely off site as a modular build, complete with all the 
equipment inside, and was lifted into place with limited disruption to the hospital site.

It has dedicated changing rooms and private waiting area, as well as rooms for 
anaesthetists and surgeons to speak confidentially to, and examine, patients before 
their operation. Patients are also able to access the unit direct from the car park 
without needing to walk through the main hospital building.

This new suite is in addition to the new outpatient macular and glaucoma hub 
at Chard Hospital, which together will help patients get the excellent eye care they 
need, in a timely way.

Axbridge Archaeological and Local History Society
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 15 September at 7.30pm

when Malcolm Taylor will give a talk by Zoom entitled 
‘Understanding Avebury’

If you would like a link to access this talk or to go on the mailing 
list for future talks then please contact zoommaster@aalhs.co.uk

We look forward to you joining us. Full details of this and the 
full programme are on the website www.aalhs.co.uk

Liz Friend 
Secretary AALHS www.aalhs.co.uk
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3 - Fri Allerton CC v World X1 T20 2.00pm Allerton Cricket Club

4 - Sat Theale Show 2.30 - 10.00pm

6 - Mon Music in Mind open session 2.15 - 3.30pm Masonic Hall

10 - Fri 20th Wedmore Real Ale Festival 7pm - 11.30pm Glebe Field

11 - Sat 20th Wedmore Real Ale Festival 11am - 11.30pm Glebe Field

12 - Sun 20th Wedmore Real Ale Festival 11am - 4.00pm Glebe Field

15 - Wed Wedmore by Lamplight open meeting 6.00pm St Mary’s Church 

Axbridge Archaelogical and Local History Society 7.30pm zoom meeting

18 - Sat Wedmore Guides Jumble Sale 9.30am - 12.30pm Wedmore VH 

Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12 noon Theale VH

19 - Sun Wedmore Freecycle 10am - 12 noon Village car park

23 - Thu IOW Society talk by Ann-Marie Wilkinson 7.30pm Masonic Hall

24 - Fri Wedmore Arts Festival - guest Simon Weston 12 noon Wedmore VH 

“Where is Mrs Christie?” 7.30pm Wedmore VH

25 - Sat Children’s Film Show 10.00am Wedmore VH 

Poetry Workshop - Tara Arkle 12 noon Wedmore VH 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 2.00pm & 4.45pm Wedmore VH 

Dave Hankin Big Band 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

25 - Sat Plant, craft & coffee morning - Cancer Research 10am - 12noon Stook House Farm Mark 

RNLI bulb, plant and garden furniture sale 10am - 1pm Winscombe Comm Centre

26 - Sun Improve your photography with Tony Chan 11.00am start from Wedmore VH 

Organ Recital by Liam Stott 12.15am St Mary’s Church 

Talking Books - three authors discussion 4.00pm Wedmore VH

27 - Mon Green Wedmore AGM  venue tbc

28 - Tues Wedmore Gardening Club - talk by Mary Payne 7.30pm Masonic Hall

What’s On in the Parish
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                      Food Available                       Food Available 
Plus Gin Bar All WeekendPlus Gin Bar All Weekend

100 + Real Ales & Ciders100 + Real Ales & Ciders

Theme - ABBA Fancy DressTheme - ABBA Fancy Dress

SATURDAY SATURDAY 
11.00am - Midnight11.00am - Midnight

FRIDAY FRIDAY 
7.00pm - Midnight7.00pm - Midnight

11.00
14.15
14.30
15.30

Food Available  
DJ Enhance
BEE SKAS
Olly-Enhanced Entertainment
Bar Closes

Food Available
Live Music
REVIVAL - ABBA Tribute
Olly-Enhanced Entertainment
Bar Closes

11.00
13.30
21.15
22.45
23.30

19.00
19.00
20.00
22.45
23.30

SUNDAY SUNDAY 
11.00am - 4.00pm11.00am - 4.00pm

Food Available
Raffle Drawn
Charity Auction
Beer Bucket Challenge

Next to village hall Next to village hall 
Glebe Field, Manor Lane Glebe Field, Manor Lane 

Wedmore, Somerset, BS28 4EQWedmore, Somerset, BS28 4EQ
After 6pm - Evening Entry £10 After 6pm - Evening Entry £10 

& No Under 18s& No Under 18s

WedmoreRealAleFestival                        
@wedmorerealale

www.wedmorerealale.com

OVER £205,000 RAISED FOR LOCAL WORTHY CAUSES IN 19 YEARS

(704)
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 Based in Somerset

FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION CONTACT
LISA ANDERSON Chartered Financial Planner:
T: 07776 300 265 E: lisaanderson@mycontinuum.co.uk

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY  T: +44 (0)345 643 0770  
E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk  www.mycontinuum.co.uk  
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth,
PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 

  

MORTGAGES           LIFE INSURANCE           SAVINGS           INVESTMENTS          PENSIONS         ESTATE PLANNING

A COMPLETE FINANCIAL
PLANNING EXPERIENCE

(703)

PUBLIC BOOKING
starts 6 September

WELLS
Literature
15 – 23 October 2021

PRIORITY BOOKING  
starts 31 August

Festival of

w w w . w e l l s f e s t i v a l o f l i t e r a t u r e . o r g . u k

(702)
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Pilates 6.30pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 7.45pm Blackford VH  As above 
Beavers 6 - 7pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 6.30pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Bridge Club 7.00pm via Zoom Steve  Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15 - 8.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Chair Yoga 10.00am Wedmore VH  Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am Little Lambs + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Angela Mills 01934 712607 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Cubs 6.30 - 7.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 7.00pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883

WEDNESDAY 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownie  6.15pm Wedmore VH + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH  Tabitha 
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm via Zoom  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH  As above 
Pilates 1.30 - 2.30pm Wedmore VH  Michelle Reynolds 0782 5543414 
Wedmore Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Nikki Pryn 07519 630365 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Steph Ewens 07939 077560 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+ Not taking place during school holidays

September 2021
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Reports and Society Updates
The Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore
2021 Wedmore 40 30
Some 260 riders, including lots of families ensured that the 40 30 
this year was the most successful so far.

Many thanks to all of you who took part and to all of you who 
helped on the day

A great deal of money was raised for Weston Hospicecare and 
for The Friends of St. Mary’s.

See you all in 2022 when it is easy to imagine that we will attract well over 300 riders.

§

Adopt-a-Grave
The churchyard is looking well cared for thanks to all of you who have adopted a 
grave. Anyone keen to help please contact us - still a few graves in need of adoption!

Projects
We are looking forward to helping St. Mary’s with various projects as the church re-
ordering goes ahead. More news soon.
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Membership
Do join the Friends. Even those of us who are not regular churchgoers share the goal 
of helping to maintain the church as a beautiful building and an all-village community 
centre.

David Hopkins 07984 924432 
dahopkins@aol.com

Green Wedmore
You will see below that a great deal is happening at present.

Huge thanks to the Parish Council and to all of you in the 
village for giving Green Wedmore the support needed to create 
this momentum.

The climate news around the world is very bad and it falls to 
us all as individuals and as a community to do our best.

Wild for Wildlife in Wedmore
An initiative based on a marvellous project in Wellington that encourages us all to 
garden in a wildlife friendly way. See the article in the News section of this edition 
with details about how your garden can become a ‘Wildlife Hero’.

Wilder Churches
Working with Richard Neill and the St. Mary’s team to affiliate St Mary’s to the Wilder 
Churches scheme and create a churchyard that looks cared for whilst being managed 
as a haven for wildflowers, insects and fauna.

Worthington Woods
The ‘Food Forest’ is blooming. Bat boxes have been added by the water company’s 
helpful tree surgeons when trimming the poplar trees.

Moths to a Flame
Taking advantage of grant money to create an art installation using re-used plastic. 
More information about this project soon.

Close to Home Cookbook
The community cookbook is with us, and at just £7 is selling well. Watch out for pop 
up stalls at events such as The Theale Show and The Beer Festival. Thanks to Jan 
Daintree the cookbooks are always on sale in The Cottage Gallery. Profit from sales 
will be ploughed back into community projects.

Cycle Hubs
Plans are underway to look at providing and siting cycle repair and maintenance 
hubs in the village.

The Solar 1000
Thanks to Wedmore’s own ‘Sunlit Solar’, many Wedmore residents are taking 
advantage of the scheme. Watch out for banners outside the houses of completed 
projects. Watch out also soon for news about a similar Heat Pump project.
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(637)

Septic tank 
emptying

Sewage treatment 
plant installations

Drain unblocking

Cctv drain survey

Avalon Waste 
Management Ltd

01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk

(638)

Interior and Exterior 
Painting & Decorating.

Garden Landscape & Maintenance.
Fencing & Decking.

Call Nick for a quote on
01278 786363 or 07522 531272

email - insideoutsidepainting@outlook.com
www.insideoutpainting.co.uk

(694)
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Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

 

Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

(602)



September 2021 45

Solar Panels for the Bowls Club
Green Wedmore is helping the Bowls Club with the supply of free solar panels to 
take advantage of their well orientated roof.

Warmer Wedmore
Good news from the Parish Council that district council funds should become available 
to help retro-fit local housing association houses to bring them up to heating and 
insulation norms.

EV Chargers
More good news from the Parish Council about a project to increase the number of 
Electric Vehicle chargers in the village car parks and elsewhere around the village.

Upcoming Events:
Freecycle Day – 19 September in the village car park on the Cheddar Road. 

10am to Midday.
Village Litter Pick - on Sunday 31 October.
Repair Café – ‘The Return’. Look out for the next Repair Café on a Saturday in 

early December.
Green Wedmore AGM – Monday 2 September – venue to be confirmed The 

Chairman and Secretary positions will become vacant.With 400 of 
you regularly seeing our Facebook page and website, it is hoped 
that Green Wedmore can increase the number people playing an 
active role – particularly from a younger group!

David Hopkins

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 23 September
We are glad to say that, assuming the Covid situation does not again deteriorate, 
Society meetings are restarting and the September event will take place in the Masonic 
Hall at 7.30pm. The speaker will be our Committee Member, Ann-Marie Wilkinson 
and her talk will be ‘My DNA Discoveries - DNA Testing and what to expect from 
the Ancestry DNA Tests.’ Members free, visitors £4 with free tea / coffee afterwards. 
Contact Ian Tomes on 01934 710390.

Ian Tomes 
Secretary Isle of Wedmore Society

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report
The panto team gets back to work – and a star is born!
The panto team, both cast and backstage crew, celebrated the end of 
lockdown restrictions with a party in Wedmore Village Hall at the end 
of July. Everyone enjoyed catching up on mutual news and planning 
the resumption of work on the show which had to be abandoned last October.

Despite the long pause, the team remains intact, although a few minor casting 
changes were agreed.

The biggest news was from our very own Georgina Sweet, who stars in the panto 
as a delightful, thigh-slapping Principal Boy. Those who saw our recent production 
of ‘The Wind in the Willows’ will remember her beautiful singing in that show.
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Now Georgina has been picked, from national auditions, to join the prestigious 
MX Masterclass, at Rambert Studios in London, where talented youngsters from 

around the country are trained in 
singing, dance and acting, in 
preparation for moving on to top 
theatre schools, whilst performing 
in major public venues.

Her most recent performance 
opportunity was alongside West End 
stars in a show called ‘Best of the 
West End’ at London’s Royal Albert 
Hall – an experience she found truly 
inspirational.

But, despite her new-found 
national stardom, Georgina remains 
loyal to her community, and to the 
close-knit team that is preparing this 
panto – so she will continue to play our 
Principal Boy, and the show will go on!

Regular rehearsals resume on 19 
September, and performances are in 
Wedmore Village Hall from Thursday 
25 to Saturday 27 November.

Wedmore Theatre

Jigsaw Sale at Wedmore Street Fayre 7 August
On behalf of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare I would like to thank all 
the people who delivered jigsaws to my house for the above sale.  I was amazed at 
the quality and quantity and how a small ad could result in such a great response.

I also want to thank all those who braved the elements and helped on the stall on 
the day and those who came to support us by buying the jigsaws and plants.

On the day it just rained and rained and rained but the people came and the result 
was that the jigsaws sold raised £405 and the succulent plants that we sold made £235 
] resulting a grant total of £640.

A very big thank you to everyone.
Please watch your local publication in the autumn for our next event which at this 

time has not been decided.
Shirley Wederell 

Chair of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
One year ends and another begins straight away. The only grass growing 
under our feet was at our first meeting of the new IW year which was 
held in the garden of Winscombe member Sue Burrows. And what a 
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(480)

Somerset Sparkling Wine 
……………………………. 

From grapes grown on the 
south-facing slopes of the 

Isle of Wedmore 

Available direct from the 
vineyard or from  the Village 

Store and the Swan 

mowbartonestate.co.uk  
07919100455      

Free local delivery  
(592)
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(494)

(542)

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)
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beautiful garden it was! As the same team as last year were continuing in their roles 
there was no need for a handover but we celebrated by inducting a new member, Sue 
Read. Looking suitably impressed she was presented with her badge by Past President 
Angie Horne. And then we relaxed and had tea! The three ‘bosses’ were all smiles and 
the members then sat around chatting and chilling. A grand day out (sorry Gromit!)

We meet on the second Thursday of the month at the White Hart in Wrington, 
BS49 5AR starting at 6.30 pm, with a Speaker at 7 pm and our meal at 8 pm. New 
members are always very welcome. Further information: Telephone Yvonne - 842976

Wendy Welham
Liz Bull

Wedmore Gardening Club
I must start by apologising for putting the wrong date in the August 
Wedmore News for the Forde Abbey trip. I hope all those who wanted 
to go got the e-mail from Carol with the actual date. So sorry for the 
confusion and I hope you all made it on the right day.

We’re delighted to say that the Gardening Club, like most other 
clubs, is up and running having started with a talk in July by Dr Francis Burroughes 
on ‘Illegal Immigrants’ and the trip to Forde Abbey in August.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 28 September when Mary Payne will be giving her 
talk ‘Minimum Effort for Maximum Effect’. We are expecting this talk to be popular as 
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Mary is an inspirational and knowledgeable speaker with a great deal of experience on 
all aspects of gardening. Numbers will be restricted to 45 so, if you would like to join 
us, please let Andrea know - 01934 712161 or wedmore.west@gmail.com. Members 
will be given first chance, but will still need to let Andrea know if you would like to 
attend. Definitely an evening not to be missed.

Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall with a 7.30 pm start and, of course, 
refreshments will be served after the talk.

Somerset Choral Society Re-Starting This Autumn
Somerset Choral Society is pleased to announce it will 
recommence Communal Rehearsals and activities in 
September in preparation for a concert in Axbridge Church 
on Saturday 27 November.

Their term will begin with a ‘Come and Sing Vivaldi 
Gloria’ on Saturday 4 September starting at 10.00am and lasting to 2.30pm. The venue will 
be Cheddar Catholic Church Tweentown, BS27 3HU. Registration will be at 10.00am with 
tea and coffee provided and rehearsing will be from 10.30 am to 12.00 noon with a lunch 
break until 1.00pm (bring your own lunch) and a second session from 1.00pm to 2.30pm 
ending with a short performance of the work. Singers from the Society and any other choirs 
in the area will be welcomed, so come and try out Somerset Choral Society and see whether 
you like choral singing; the fee will be £10.00 for the day and will include provision of a score, 
although singers are encouraged to bring their own scores if they have one. For more details 
or to register to take part please contact Sarah at SomersetChoralSociety@hotmail.com 
or tel no: 01934-742134. Look out for posters that provide more details.

The first formal rehearsal of the Autumn Term will be on Wednesday 8 September 
at 7.30pm again in Cheddar Catholic Church Tweentown BS27 3HU and thereafter 
every Wednesday evening between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. Once the new Catholic Church 
Community Hall is completed and open, rehearsals will transfer to the new Hall. The music 
this term will be ‘The Vivaldi Gloria’ and ‘The Pergolesi Magnificat’ in preparation for the 
Autumn Concert in Axbridge Church on Saturday 27 November at 7.30pm. Membership 
fees will remain at £55.00 for the term and will include one ticket for the concert.

Wedmore in Bloom
At the time of writing we have not yet held our coffee morning on 21st 
August, so we are hoping the sun shone and it was a great success! 
We are pleased the tubs and troughs around the village have done 
well and hope you are enjoying the colourful displays. We welcome 
new volunteers to join our friendly group which meets on the second 
Saturday of the month outside The George at 9.30am. No experience is necessary 
and we always finish with coffee and a chat!

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
The latest winners in the 100 Club draw are Mrs Gillian Agnew and Mrs Rena Giles.
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007)

(277)

MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

We offer a friendly, professional 
and reliable gardening service 
throughout Wedmore  
and the surrounding area. 
Our gardening expertise covers a 
range of garden tasks, including:

• Garden Maintenance              
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mowing & Hedge Trimming

Hamid & Juliette Kouidri
Tel: 01934 710070
Email: juliette@wedmoregardens.co.uk
Web: www.wedmoregardens.co.uk

Wedmore 
Gardens

(591)(606)
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
When someone close to you dies it is, and has always been, terribly 
difficult. And sadly, we know that the coronavirus pandemic has made 
it even harder for many. We have a dedicated team of Marie Curie 
Companions in Somerset who are on hand to offer comfort, a friendly voice and a 
listening ear for anyone experiencing grief, whatever stage they may be at.

Whether you want to share fond memories or discuss a particularly tough day, 
our team offer a safe space to talk. We understand the wide variety of emotions and 
feelings that grief can evoke and will listen without question or judgement. We would 
like people to know, including professionals and young people, that we are here for 
you if you have experienced a loss during these very difficult times.

If you or someone you know is affected by grief or bereavement, please don’t be 
afraid to reach out for help, so often talking to someone can make a huge difference. 
You can call the Somerset Bereavement Support Service provided by Marie Curie 
and Mind in Somerset on 0800 3047 412 (Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm) for free 
and confidential support.

Best wishes, Charlotte Holland, 
Marie Curie Clinical Nurse Manager Somerset

Weather Report for July 2021
Location: Chestnut Farm, Snake Lane, Theale

Rainfall:
 Monthly total   92.9mm (3.6in)
 Long-term (28yr) July average  67.0mm (2.6in)
 Wettest day (7th)  17.8mm  (0.7in) 

No of dry days  12 
Total for 3 months (May – Jul) 233.5mm (9.2in)

 Year ending 31 July 2021 946.4mm (37.3in) 
Long-term annual average  856.6mm (33.7in)

Temperatures:
 Maximum (18th) 33.4 ° C  (92.1 ° F)

 Minimum (28th) 10.7 ° C (51.3 ° F) 
Number of air frosts  Nil 
Monthly average maximum  23.3 ° C (73.9 ° F)

 Long-term average maximum 30.3 ° C  (86.5 ° F)
 Monthly average minimum 13.8 ° C  (56.8 ° F)
 Long-term average minimum   9.0 ° C  (48.2 ° F)
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Comments:
Cool, wet and windy for the first twelve days. Hot, dry and calm for the middle ten 
days, then cool, wet and windy again to the month’s end.

Observers:
Anne and Dave Bodley

Poets’ Corner
Vera’s Verse

Let’s drive to the Levels and see our favourite bird
Where the Skylark can be heard.

We can watch him climb up into the sky,
And maybe we could fly that high?

We could hire a hot air balloon (just for a lark)
Flying up high on a sunny day
Singing like a lark all the way.

Vera Banwell

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Bara Brith (makes 1 x 2lb (900g) loaf)
Ingredients
12 oz (350g) mixed dried fruit
12 fl oz (350ml) red wine or tea
4 oz (100g) margarine
4 oz (100g) light soft brown sugar
2 fl oz (50ml) milk
1 tablespoon black treacle
8 oz (225g) gluten free self raising flour (should contain xanthum gum)
1 heaped teaspoon mixed spice
2 eggs beaten

Method
1. Soak fruit in red wine or tea overnight.
2. Next day heat oven to gas mark 4 (180 c).
3. Grease and line 2 lb loaf tin. Add margarine, sugar, milk and treacle to fruit, bring 

to boil in saucepan and simmer for 5 minutes. Remove from heat and leave to cool. 
Add the flour, mixed spice and beaten eggs and beat well with a wooden spoon. 
Turn into prepared tin and bake just below middle of oven for 1 - 11/4 hours until 
skewer comes out clean. Remove from oven and leave to cool in tin for 15 minutes 
before turning out onto wire rack to cool completely. Serve sliced with butter.

Tina Forsey (Inner Wheel of Wrington Vale)



September 2021 55

(431)

    
““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

•  All aspects of tree work undertaken
•  NPTC qualified
•  Fully Insured
•  11 Years’ Experience

•  Hedge Cutting
•  Garden Clearance
•  Stump Grinding

N Duckett Tree Surgery

07792 042388
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

(535)
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(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com



September 2021 57

The Crossword: Number 50
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Counterpart travel documents line up without end (3-1-3)
5 This motley collection of soccer fans is transported by 

a bad soul unfortunately (7)
9 Material to save for not counting the last penny (5)
10 Ambush those who are untruthful in the queue (3,2,4)
11 Maybe “Nasties” die horribly in this part of the world 

(4,6)
12 Floor drops start of lino and turns over as cover (4)
14 Moment between being told the price and fainting (8,4)
18 Soap maybe with 1000 young women can improve your 

vision from the gods point of view (5,7)
21 The effete say return panic (4)
22 Persil changes a bad habit to insignificant support (3,7)
25 Onomatopoeic words are thus (9)
26 Every other billionaire except the last can support caviar (5)
27 Guaranteed positive in the finish (7)
28 Watch perhaps covered in euros and turned round for 

a man who lives alone (7)

Answers at the rear of publication.

DOWN:

1 Water bearer or bearer of water
2 Emphasise its a small lock of ladies’ hair (6)
3 At the crease and out for blood (7,3)
4 Cos it is a Texan city coming up with only one pupil (5)
5 French cheeses gather about jug and start producing 

beer (9)
6 Tunefully gave away secrets (4)
7 Public speaker before 10 develops a sizeable work like 

Handel’s ‘Messiah’ (8)
8 Employee on holiday! (4-4)
13 More than flesh or blood can stand cannot include 

Paddington say! (10)
15 Turned to a white stone (9)
16 Nothing elastic without a change happening twice a 

year (8)
17 Noise of a clock wearing Levis can help the study of 

heraldry (8)
19 Swimmers will know there are two parts to this answer (6)
20 Apart from that you must be talking about the reserves (6)
23  Moved back and forth across goat skin by the sound of it (5)
24 Musical fair maybe (4)
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Thought for the Month - 
September 2021
On a frosty winter night, when the stars are at their brightest, I sometimes think 
how insignificant our world is in the great scheme of things. The universe is so vast 
that the light from those stars which has travelled at over 186,000 miles for every 
second has taken many years to reach us. In effect when I look at the stars I am 
looking back in time. The astronauts who went to the moon over fifty years ago 
had a unique view of our planet and they could see that all life existed on a thin 
skin that covered the earth.

The Rev. Fred Pratt Green in one of his many hymns described our world as 
‘Small as a spark from the fire of creation.’ It is easy to think how unimportant our 
species is when we think of the billions of other worlds that could have, or have had, 
civilisations which will most probably be forever unknown to us. Are we alone in 
the universe? Yes, in the sense that like a person on a desert island who has never 
had and will never have contact with anyone else. This world is our home, it is all 
we have and ever likely to have and God has placed us in charge of it and of all 
other life forms. (Genesis 1, v. 26). But are we insignificant to him? No, we are not. 
In the gospel of Matthew 6, v.26 Jesus reassures us that our species is important 
and will be cared for ‘Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they?’

Bill Hudson, 
Wedmore Methodist Church

The Garden in September
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in September 2007 and is reproduced 

here by kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).

I read in the newspaper the other day that spring is turning 
directly into autumn, having apparently bypassed summer, so 
perhaps it’s appropriate that I am writing about September. I 
have been thinking for the last three or four days that summer 
has arrived at last, but at the time of writing it is pouring with 
rain again, however it is supposed to be short lived and better 
for the next few days.

Planting spring bulbs can begin in earnest now, beginning as 
I mentioned last month, with narcissi. Fruit harvesting and storing should be well 
underway; apples and pears, depending on variety will keep well if stored in trays 
in a cool dry place. If you like to store vegetables this can also be done now, but our 
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(440)

RACHELLE
mobile hairstylist

hairstyling
in the comfort of
your own home

for appointments
please call:

07866 732760

01934 750947

(559)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)
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(599)

MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)
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recent mild winters have inclined most of us to leave things in the ground until we 
want to use them. The main problem with this is that in the prevailing wet conditions 
they may be devastated by slugs if left in-situ. Slugs and snails have been particularly 
bad this year and if you do not like using slug-pellets containing metaldehyde or 
methiocarb (both of which can be highly dangerous to pets, as well as predators) 
copper barriers around plants can be highly effective. As molluscs crawl (or do they 
slither), over metallic copper it gives them a mild electric shock, I believe, which 
they do not like. You can also capture them in traps baited with beer, but what you 
are supposed to do with the drunken captives I am not quite sure.

Herbaceous borders will be starting to deteriorate by now although certain plants 
e.g. chrysanthemums and dahlias, will go on flowering until first frosts. Herbaceous 
plants can be divided and replanted now and will re-establish quite well while soils 
are still warm. A time-honoured method of doing this is to stick two forks back to 
back into the clump and lever them apart. Many plants can be cut into pieces with 
a long knife.

Hedge trimming can be completed for the season now, deciduous hedges will 
be closing down for the winter now and conifers complete most of their extension 
growth during July. If you have plans for new hedges you can start to prepare the 
ground now, but generally speaking, bare rooted plants will not be available until 
November. Planting from containers can go ahead sooner, this also applies to new 
trees and shrubs which get a good start in warm soil conditions.

Lawn mowers can be set a notch higher now, that is if you have ever managed to 
cut the grass really short in the summer. Autumn slow-release feeds can be applied 
from now on, organic ones are available.

On roses it is worth removing small buds that are not likely to come to anything 
and it is also worth cutting any very long growths that may cause the plant to be 
rocking about in the autumn gales.

At the time of writing many hydrangeas are at the peak of flowering but some 
mop-heads have been damaged by excess rain and infected by fungal disease.

If you decide to do some early autumn pruning on plants like this, do not cut them 
off lower than the first pair of buds behind the flower head, as you may remove next 
year’s flower buds.Garden pond plants will be, like everything else, coming to the 
end of their growing season and it is worth removing dead and decaying materiel 
where possible and also preventing falling leaves from trees from entering into the 
water. All of the rotting plant material will use up oxygen from the water as it decays 
making it less available to fish and other pond life. If you have some sort of fountain 
or waterfall, this can help mix more air into the water and dissolve fresh oxygen.

By the time you read this many of the village shows I mentioned last month will 
be past, but if there are any still to come and you are exhibiting, or just looking for 
inspiration, good luck.

Adrian Hutchinson
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Sports Report
Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Despite the twin hazards of dodgy, changeable weather and 
Covid restrictions July has been a busy month for the intrepid 
IOWBC bowlers with action in the Turnbull Cup, NSBA 
Cup and the 4Dimensions tournament, ultimately losing 
out to powerful sides from Ilminster, Clevedon and Victoria 
respectively. However, in the local derby IOWBC retained the Mark Moor Cup in 
what was a fluctuating and enjoyable match played over two legs.

In the Clevedon and District league an excellent win against Nailsea was followed 
up by a win in the C and D cup against Portishead RBL. In the Weston and District, 
IOWBC still top the league having won 10 of 11 games played so far, whilst in the 
W and D cup we have reached the semi-finals having won a quarter-final nail-biter 
against Portishead RBL 97-95.

Our fixture list of friendly matches against other clubs continues apace including 
notable wins against Winscombe and Chew Stoke. The Sunday morning and Wednesday 
evening roll-ups are all proving popular particularly with our new members. On 11 
July our annual Charity day match was held in damp conditions but we still raised 
a fantastic £235 for Hospice South West. On 23 July over 70 people attended our 
‘Welcome to new members’ social event which was a huge success and we are looking 
forward to the up-coming Italian evening. For details regarding all outdoor bowling 
matters, including having a go yourself, please call Stuart on 01749 870704.

Club President Roger Hughes gets proceedings underway at the IOWBC Charity Day
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Meanwhile preparations are well underway for our indoor season which will start 
on 1 October. We are planning a full season of internal leagues as well as matches 
against other clubs. All this takes place at our fantastic two-rink indoor facility. If you 
want to enjoy warm, dry bowling throughout the winter, please call Steve Young on 
01749 870987 or mail him at steveyoung1987@hotmail.co.uk.

Peter Gower

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
July at the Golf Club - Open Week with this year nine competitions in 
the week plus three Club Championships as well. Let’s start with Open 
Week. Weather went from torrential rain on Sunday to blistering 
heat on Saturday. Sunday was a Bowmaker with visitors taking the 
main prizes. Russell Foote from Oake Manor and David Crow from 
Wheathill won with 44 ahead of Chris Rowland with Paul Trim of 
West Wilts second just two back, with Tom and Ben Gillibrand best 
locals on 41. The Monday Stableford, in better weather, was won with 
an impressive 45 points by Steve Plant with Ian Williams only a point 
behind winning division 1 ahead of Moly McMillan. Steve Major won division 2 on 
40 with Chris Donald second on 38. Janet Robson was top lady followed by Cathy 
Olive and Fran McMillan.

Club Captains and prize winners at the prizegiving following the club’s Open Week

There were big scores in the Tuesday Bowmaker won by Brian Fry, Sam Chapman, 
Pete Beavan and Jim Gray on 89 which was three better than runners-up Trevor 
Denny, Ann Dixon, and Ali and Chris Mantell, who were three ahead of Mandy and 
Jim Vearncombe, Shirley Gooding and Adam Turner. This year this was followed 
by a nine hole competition won by Sandy and David Bedford with Ange Tanner and 
Sue James.

Wednesday is Greensomes with a very close finish with the first three all on 41. 
Countback gave the placings as John Sims and Nigel Day, Alan Richardson and Ross 
Aitken and Moly and Fran McMillan. Top scores in Thursday’s Medal were Paul Dickie 
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as nett score for men and Richard Macarthur for gross with Abi Moore and Shirley 
Gooding winning the equivalent Ladies’ prizes. Kev Osman and Frank Denniston took 
the men’s divisional prizes with Shirley Turner taking the Ladies’ prize. The following 
Bowmaker went to visitors I.Smith, A.Jones, J.Hinds and I.Case with 88 points.

Scores are always low in the Texas Scramble but they were lower than ever this year 
with Lee Harbour, Alex Harris with Matt and Steve Smith having a nett 49 beating 
Mark Earwaker, Jane Prosser, Val Webber and Alan Hill by 4 shots. Seven days of 
play obviously was not enough to tire everybody as scores for the second Better-
ball were better than the first. Rich Vowles and Jon Thompson restored home club 
honour by winning on 44 just 2 better than Ange and Brian Webber with Steve and 
Matt Smith third.

First Championship was the Senior Ladies contesting over 18 holes. It proved to be 
a very close contest. Alison Dodkin led after nine holes with Cathy Olive 2 back. A 
strong burst from Jane Hewitt over the first six holes of the back nine was enough to 
move her ahead of Cathy and level with Alison, This stayed the situation to the end 
with Jane Hewitt taking the Ann Adams Claret Jug by virtue of her better back nine. 
All was not lost for Alison Dodkin though as her nett score of 71 was enough to win 
her the Vera Ireland Trophy for the best nett score of the day. Cathy Olive was just 2 
back in the gross competition with Louise Allen just another shot behind in third place. 
The nett competition was even closer with Ange Webber taking second place on 
countback from Janet Robson with both scoring 71. Betty Norman took the over 70s 
prize on 73 with Caroline Patterson just one shot worse winning the over 80s prize.

Next it was the turn of the Ladies playing thirty-six holes, all on the same day. 
At the end of the morning round Dawn Chadwick held a one-shot lead on 85 with 
Annie Patten and Abi Moore in joint second. In the nett competition Abi Moore was 

joint leader on 71 but tied with three 
others. Dawn made a disastrous 
start to her afternoon round and 
had slipped 10 shots behind Annie 
at the turn. Her nearest challengers 
were now Abi at 3 behind and Shirley 
Gooding who was 5 back.

In fact no-one really was able 
to threaten her lead leaving Annie 
Patten to add a second round 83, best 
of the day, to her morning 86 to take 
the Insport Trophy as Club Champion 
with a total of 169. Abi Moore slipped 
back over the last 4 holes but her nett 
total of 147 gave her the Directors’ 
Cup as best nett score of the day. 
Shirley Gooding was runner-up in the 
gross competition on 176 followed 

New Ladies Champion Annie Patten and Runner-Up 
Shirley Gooding about to set out on their rounds in 

the Ladies’ Championship.
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Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443) (635)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)



66 September 2021

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

(430)

(654)
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by Cathy Olive and Dawn Chadwick. In the nett competition June Smith took second 
place with 150 with Wendy Lucas third on 152.

The final championship of the year was the Seniors playing 36 holes over 2 days. 
The first day also incorporated the monthly medal which produced some outstanding 
scores. In division 1, Chris Norris ser the pace with a nett 62, with Moly McMillan only 
one behind with Geoff Fisher third on 65. It was almost as good and even closer with 
Mark Cross taking first place on countback from Trevor Guy, both recording nett 64 and 
John Vowles just a shot back in third. In division 3 there were two scores of 63 with Ray 
Dodkin beating Geoff Musson-Thorp on countback. Ken Willets was just a shot back in 
third. Division 4 was almost pedestrian by contrast with David Adams winning with an 
exceptional 66, David Russell second on 67 and Bill Witter another shot back in third.

As far as the Championship was concerned the lower handicappers led the way, 
Chris Norris and Nick Parker level on gross 77 with Moly McMillan just a shot behind 
and Geoff Fisher and John Russell still very much in the hunt on 79. Day two came with 
different weather and different scores as heavy showers caused problems for some of the 
leaders. Ian Sentance had the best nett of the day, an excellent 65. In the Championship 
John Russell was charging, a 77 setting the target at 156. Nick Parker continued to play 
well adding a 79 to his first day 77 so he also finished on 156 leaving a three-hole play-
off to decide the result. Nick started wildly but still got down for a bogey which was 
only matched by John after three putting. A poor tee shot at the next though let Nick 
in and two solid pars left Nick Parker as Champion with John Russell runner-up. Geoff 
Fisher had the best nett over the two days and Mike Garbutt the best gross on day 2.

Tony Biggs

Church News
‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 21 September, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle 
prayer pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that 
make up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, 
stopping at various points and praying for the particular communities. 
Details of timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to 
join him at any of the stops.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Norman Record, of Wedmore who died on 29 June 2021 aged 87 and whose funeral 
took place at St Mary’s, Wedmore on 14 July 2021.

Edwin Badman, of Theale who died on 15 July 2021 aged 74 and whose funeral took 
place at Christchurch, Theale on 28 July 2021.
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Margot Starley, of Wedmore who died on 18 July 2021 aged 4 and whose funeral took 
place at St Mary’s church on 31 July 2021.

Weddings
Congratulations to David and Maja (nee Persson) Frost who were married in St 
Mary’s Church on 24 July.

Congratulations to Jim and Sandra (nee Hellier) Low who were married in St Mary’s 
Church on 30 July.

Weddings and Christenings
The church has been the venue for celebrating many of the great events in people’s 
lives over the centuries and still today people chose to celebrate life’s happy occasions 
in church. It helps root our own lives in a wider sphere of being.

Anyone who lives within the villages served by Christchurch Theale, St Mary’s 
Wedmore, Allerton Church and Holy Trinity Blackford, or who used to live here or 
who has parents living here is entitled to be married in one of these churches whether 
you come regularly to church or not and whether you have been christened yourself 
or not. It is also possible for those who have been divorced to be married again in 
church although some discussion is needed beforehand in these cases.

Anyone bringing their children for christening will be most welcome, whether or 
not they themselves attend church.

If you are thinking about getting married or want to find out more about a 
christening the Revd Richard Neill would be happy to talk with you and explain a bit 
more; or you could have a look at these websites.

www.yourchurchwedding.org
www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Harvest Festival
One of the high points in the church’s year, particularly in a rural area, is when we 
come together to give thanks for another year’s harvest. The churches are always 
abundantly decorated; the favourite old harvest hymns are sung; produce is brought 
to church, offered and then given away to charity as a symbol of our response to God’s 
generosity; we remember those in parts of the world where the harvest is poor; and 
then often food is shared at a lunch or a supper. So, whether you are a farmer, an 
allotment holder, a gardener or simply someone who wants to give thanks for the 
harvest, do come along to one of our churches. Each celebrates harvest in its own 
special way and on a separate date, so there are plenty of opportunities to join in.

26 September
5.00 pm Holy Trinity, Blackford: Harvest Evensong followed by Harvest Supper in 
Blackford Village Hall at 6.30 p.m. (all are welcome but please call Sue Painter on 
712528 if you would like to come to the supper). The Archdeacon of Wells, Anne 
Gell, will be our preacher at the service and this will also be an opportunity to give 
thanks for the opening up of the access to the church.
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FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

(644)
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3 October
9.00 am Allerton Church: Family Service & Harvest Festival

3 October
11.00 am Christchurch, Theale: Harvest Festival Communion followed by lunch (all 
are welcome but please call Mrs Molly Rossiter on 713311 if you would like to come 
to lunch)

10 October
 10.30 am St Mary’s Wedmore: Harvest Festival followed by lunch (all are welcome 
to lunch but please call Mrs Heather Banwell on 712216 or Heather Hector on 712478 
if you would like a ticket)

Living Advent Calendar
Wedmore’s Living Advent Calendar brought much light and joy last year at a time 
when it was greatly needed. We are sure that it will be just as popular this year. See 
our website to remind yourself of the lovely windows. www.lacw.co.uk Look out for 
our launch event on Tuesday 7 September

If you would like to host a window, please contact Jan Daintree at the Cottage 
Gallery or if you want to find out more speak to Revd Richard Neill on 01934 713566

Church Services
St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
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Sunday 5 Trinity 14 10.30 am Café Church
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 12 Trinity 15 10.30 am Family Communion and 

Baptism
    6.00 pm Start the Week (Taizé style)
Sunday 19 Trinity 16  8.00 am Communion (BCP)
   10.30 am Morning Praise
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 26 Trinity 17 10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday 5 Trinity 14 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 Trinity 15 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 19 Trinity 16 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 23 Trinity 17 5.00 pm Harvest Evensong and supper

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 5 Trinity 14 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 12 Trinity 15 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 19 Trinity 16 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 23 Trinity 17 11.00 am Morning Praise

Allerton Church
Sunday 5 Trinity 14 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 12 Trinity 15 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 19 Trinity 16 9.00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 23 Trinity 17 9.00 am Parish Communion
Our worship will also continue to be offered online. Every day, excluding Sunday, 
there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our facebook page www.facebook.com/
St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
At least one of our Sunday services each week is recorded and you can join in via 
the St Mary’s YouTube channel. Links and details of services both online and in 
churches can be found on www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Bagley Baptist Church
Bagley is open for Sunday morning service at 10.30am. Also available to catch up 
via our Bagley Baptist -You Tube channel. Communion is usually shared on the 1st 
Sunday of the month. 
Wednesday coffee morning 10.30am-12 noon.
Many fellowship groups are available to access online and meeting at the church - 
home groups, gatherings, prayer meetings, youth groups and more. 
Please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Contact: (01934) 710779 / 
712812, or email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

Crickham Baptist Chapel
Sunday School on Sunday morning at 10.30 am, Evening Service at 6.30 pm.
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Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times

Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm

Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Telephone 01934 732464

Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring the video 
doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments.

Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.
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Wedmore Community Bus 
- The Friendly Bus
Private Hire Service
Providing the government roadmap for relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions continues 
as planned, we will have resumed the normal private hire service of the Wedmore 
Community Bus on Monday 21 June. Scheduled services resumed in May. Safeguarding 
everyone’s health will be a priority and we will fully comply with any remaining social 
distancing guidance.

• On weekends the bus is available for private hire throughout the day and in 
the evening. It is also available by arrangement on most Mondays

• On Tuesdays to Fridays it is available for private hire after 3.30pm and in the evening.
• Each private hire comes with a list of volunteer drivers for the hirer to approach.
• The bus has seats for a maximum of 16 passengers. It is often booked for 

weddings, club outings etc.
To make a booking please contact us by email at iowrtabookings@gmail.com

New Volunteer Drivers Needed
The community bus has vacancies for volunteer drivers for Scheduled Services on 
Tuesdays to Fridays and/or Private Hire as described above.

Driving the bus is:
• not a big commitment. Many volunteers are only available occasionally but they 

still make a valuable contribution. Volunteers are only timetabled to drive at times 
when they make themselves available and rarely drive more than once a month.

• very rewarding, as it provides an important service to many local residents.
• great fun, as the bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz 

of conversation and plenty of laughs.
• not difficult. All drivers are given free training by an approved Somerset CC 

trainer. This is provided before the volunteer starts driving and is repeated 
every four years.

Volunteers do need to have category D1 on their driving licence but this should be 
available on all licences gained before September 2008. They will also need to undergo a DBS 
check (Disclosure and Barring Service) which we will arrange at no cost to the volunteer.

Interested? If so please contact us either by email on wedmorebus@gmail.com 
or telephone David Knight on 01934 712388.

For further details of the Community Bus and its services go to the Wedmore 
website at theisleofwedmore.net under Local Directory/Wedmore Community Bus 
or email us on wedmorebus@gmail.com
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A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

Crossword 50 Answers
Across: 1. Vis-a-vis 5. Busload 9. Scrim 10. Lie in wait 11. East Indies 12. Roof 
14. Reaction time 18. Opera glasses 21. Stew 22. Lip service 25. Imitative 26. Blini 
27. Ensured 28. Eremite

Down: 1. Vessel 2. Stress 3. Vampire bat 4. Salad 5. Breweries 6. Sang  
7. Oratorio 8. Duty-free 13. Unbearable 15. Calcified 16. Solstice 17. Genetics 
19. Bikini 20. Beside 23. Suede 24. Hair

Bus Timetable
Tuesday – Taunton
Leaves Wedmore car park around 09.30 am, departs Taunton 2.00 pm. Back around 2.45 pm.

Call Angeline Duckett 01934 712631 after 6pm & before 6.30 pm the evening prior.

Wednesday – Bridgwater
Leaves Wedmore car park around 09.30 am, departs Bridgwater 1.00 pm. Back 
around 1.45 pm.

Call Angeline Duckett 01934 712631 after 6pm & before 6.30 pm the evening prior.

Thursday – Weston-super-Mare
Leaves Wedmore car park around 09.15 am, departs Weston 1.40 pm. Back around 2.45 pm.

Call Carol Ayliffe 01934 713471 after 6pm & before 6.30 pm the evening prior.

Friday – Street
Leaves Wedmore car park around 09.30 am, departs around 1.30 pm.

Call Carol Ayliffe 01934 713471 after 6pm & before 6.30 pm the evening prior.

Private Hire

Call Jo Keen 01934 710759



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Draycott                                  Wedmore                                  Axbridge 
 

               Cocklake                                 Crickham                                   Wedmore  
 

Mark                                        Stoughton                                  Wedmore 
 

All these properties were sold in and around 
Wedmore in one month. 

I am a Chartered Surveyor and Estate Agent and 
have been selling all types of properties for a 

good many years.  
If you’re considering selling I’ll be delighted to 

give an opinion of value and a quotation of 
charges – entirely without charge or obligation. 

Call me on 01934 710220 or email me directly on 
rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk 

Roderick thomas 
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