
February 2022 
No. 503

ISLISLE OFE OF  
WEDMORE WEDMORE 

NEWSNEWS



(555)



February 2022 3

Editorial
Dear Readers
A hearty welcome to the February Edition, Number 503. I normally start in February by 
bemoaning the fact that this is usually the smallest edition of the year, probably as people 
are only just recovering from Christmas and the New Year as the deadline is due and 
haven’t had time to send anything in. However, this is the exception to the rule, one of 
the largest editions (bar Edition 500) since we began back after Lockdown 1, and such 
an eclectic mix of content for your information, education and I hope delight. Plus more 
letters to the Editor than I can ever remember, so don’t ever call me Billy No-Mates again.

We even have the return of Tasty Morsels this month, but I must ask again if there 
is anyone out there who would like to come forward and offer assistance to my sole 
contributor at the moment, Lindy Richardson, either in the short or long term?

I hope there is something of interest for everyone here and if you are new to 
the village, may I particularly direct your attention to the excellent article by Hazel 
Hudson on the background to King Alfred’s links with our village. Also please note 
the dates for the ‘Wedmore Have Your Say’ open day, on the new State of the Art 
Surgery, Friday 18 February (2pm - 7pm) and Saturday 19 February (9.30am – 1pm).

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this Edition, may all your Covid Tests 
be negative and happy reading.

Bill

Deadline for March Edition: 1 February 2022
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (01934 244435) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons 
does not want your entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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Front Cover
As Bill mentioned in his Editorial, there are strong links between King Alfred and 
our village, explained in the article by Hazel Hudson. The statue of King Alfred 
shown on the front cover is in Winchester. Our thanks to David Ewens for contacting 
several people in Winchester and also particularly to Adrienne Photography Limited 
in Winchester for kindly allowing us to use this photo from their archives.

Liz Sweeney

News
Parish Council Business
The December meeting of the Council was held in Wedmore Village Hall at the last 
minute due to a change in Government instructions on Covid rules. The main business 
was to hear the report from the Finance Committee and agree the budget and precept 
for next year. The precept has not increased for several years and it was felt that now 
was the time to ask for an increase due to extra costs associated with the new housing 
developments. Creating a new play area at Cross Farm, funding a safe cycle way to 
Sexeys School and the creation of a new footpath at Blackford for schoolchildren would 
also require extra funding. There are several other items on the Council’s ‘wish list’ 
and members decided to seek a precept increase of £10k to £75K which would result 
in a £4 increase for households in the parish. Due to spiralling water and maintenance 
charges it was agreed to increase allotment rents to £50 for a large plot and £25 for 
smaller ones. Once again these rents have not increased for a number of years and still 
represent good value compared with neighbouring parishes. As an aside there are a 
few allotments now available to rent so please contact the Clerk if you are interested.

The Council is creating a new website and has instructed a professional website 
company to set it up. Each Councillor will then have a dedicated email address which 
can be accessed by the public.

The Council will be hosting an event; ‘Wedmore - Have Your Say’, on 18 and 19 
February at Wedmore Village Hall to update, discuss and consult on a number of 
initiatives within the parish. Initiatives will include proposals for a new medical centre, 
changes to street lighting, new zero carbon energy production via a wind turbine, and 
potential changes to pathways, cycle-ways and traffic. Please join us and have your 
say on the future of our area.

Finally.... I have given the Council notice that I intend to stand down as Clerk 
from 30 April after almost 10 years’ service. I think it is time to let someone else 
take over this challenging role and the Council’s HR committee is already seeking a 
replacement. If you are interested in applying for this position please contact me for 
more details and an information pack.

Rod Pring, Parish Clerk, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane, 
Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA Telephone 713087, 

email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 

         Wedmore Village
    Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell. 

07376648835 claireosteopathy@gmail.com 

 PhysicalTherapy, Sports Massage and Personal Training 

Shockwave Therapy. 

07747798508 www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

PILATES CLASSES STARTING ON WEDNESDAYS WITH 

Women’s Health Physiotherapist Roberta Bass

Pelvic health, Pre and Post Natal pain, Menopausal Health 

07862620259 www.robertabasswhphysio.co.uk 

Hypnotherapy with Tamsin Denbigh 

07917786251 hello@tamsindenbighhypnotherapy.com 

 jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk   fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic  
 The Cottage @ The George Inn,  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

   Parking is available in the George car park for our patients. 
(681)



6 February 2022

Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS
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Report from District Councillors
It’s been a while since we gave you an up-date and that is mostly due to the lack of 
public meetings, due to the dreaded Covid and also most of the focus seems to be on 
disbanding the District Councils and moving to a Unitary authority.

Will did attend the Full Council meetings held at Canalside, Bridgwater and has 
also attended Audit and Governance meetings at SDC as well as attending Mark 
Parish Council meetings and doing his usual stint on the Speedwatch.

Polly has chaired several Licensing panels in the past few months as well as being 
part of the most recent on-line Grants Award sub-committee. The deadline for small 
grant applications is 4 February for the meeting on the 22nd. If you know of a young 
person who is excelling in their sport or performance of some kind and they fit the 
criteria, then please do apply as the money gets swallowed up elsewhere if not used 
within the financial year.

You will hopefully be aware of the SWP (Somerset Waste Partnership) new blue 
bag recycling scheme that is finally coming to the area and will encourage everyone 
to recycle more plastics.

We still get approached by many residents on all sorts of matters, some of which 
we can help solve and others that don’t sit within SDC’s remit, usually highways 
issues, which need to be dealt with by SCC, so any queries please contact the County 
Councillor, David Huxtable.

Polly has had meetings at Hugh Sexey Middle School with several key figures to 
try and make a safer crossing point outside the school. She has had positive feedback 
from the owners of the land opposite the school, where the vets is situated, and hopes 
that along with help from the school, that a designated crossing point will be created 
within the front of the school grounds and will be manned by a member of the school 
staff. With the help of the landowners at the vets, we can create a wide enough pathway 
on the opposite side of the road for pedestrians to walk safely down onto Redmans 
Hill. A work in progress, but none the less progress!

Hopefully the new play area at Cross Farm will be signed off very soon and then 
the Wedmore Play Area Association can get to grips with the next stages of providing 
our older children with some great new equipment and fun things to do. We do have 
some funds available through RLT2 contributions from the developers, but will need 
all sorts of voluntary manual help as well as financial to get this new park up and 
running to the standard our kids deserve.

Polly and Will

Big Tidy Up – Sunday 27 February
Meet in the yard of Borough House at 10 am.

Join us to litter pick the streets of the village and the lanes 
around about. For the later risers, you could be part of the litter 
sorting/recycling team from 11am.

Wear hi-vis jackets and sturdy gloves. Bags will be supplied and 
there will be a good supply of litter grabbers.

Contact Venetia Hopkins - venetiahopkins@aol.com
Green Wedmore
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King Alfred at Wedmore by Hazel Hudson
Saxon King Alfred is frequently mentioned in association with Wedmore. In 
this article we are going to look at the original documents which describe the 
actual events which took place in 878 when King Alfred came to Wedmore. 
King Alfred had retreated to Athelney in Somerset because the Danes 
or Vikings had invaded most of his kingdom of Wessex. In the spring of 
878 a decisive battle was fought in Wiltshire between the Saxons and the 
Danes. Alfred won, and eventually peace was made in Wedmore with Guthrum the 
Danish king.

There are only two sources we can look at: The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles and The 
Life of King Alfred by Asser.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles are a series of annals, listing events in date order. It 
was compiled in the time of King Alfred and continued afterwards.
‘At Easter, King Alfred, with a little company, built a fort at Athelney, and from the fort 
kept fighting the force, with the help of those of Somerset who were nearest. In the seventh 
week after Easter he rode to Ecgbryht’s Stone, east of Selwood. All those of Somerset 
came to meet him, and those of Wiltshire, and Hampshire, the part of this side of the sea; 
they were glad of his coming. After one night, he went from that camp to Iley oak, and 
after a night to Edington, and there fought with the whole force and put them to flight. 
He rode after them to the fort and besieged it for fourteen nights. Then the force gave him 
hostages, and great oaths that they would go from his kingdom; they also promised that 
their king would receive baptism.’

After three weeks came Guthrum, one of the thirty of the most worthy men, and the king 
received him in baptism there; his ‘loosing of the chrism’ was at Wedmore. He was with 
the king for twelve nights, and he greatly honoured him and his company with property’.

The Life of King Alfred was written by Asser, a monk from St David’s in Wales, 
who later became Bishop of Sherborne. Asser became a great friend of Alfred, and 
Alfred showered him with many presents ‘daily and innumerable’. One of the first 
was a precious silk robe. Asser gives a detailed account of Alfred’s life, unique in 
England in its time.
In the same year [878], after Easter King Alfred, with a few men, made a fortress at a 
place called Athelney, and from it with the thegns of Somerset, he struck out relentlessly 
and tirelessly against the Vikings. Presently, in the seventh week after Easter [4-10 May], 
he rode to Egbert’s Stone, which is in Selwood Forest; and there all the inhabitants of 
Somerset and Wiltshire and all the inhabitants of Hampshire - those who had not sailed 
overseas for fear of the Vikings - joined up with him. When they saw the king, receiving 
him (not surprisingly) as if one restored to life after suffering such great tribulation, they 
were filled with immense joy. They made camp there for one night. At the break of the 
following dawn the king struck camp and came to a place called Iley, and made camp 
there for one night.

When the next morning dawned he moved his forces and came to a place called 
Edington, and fighting fiercely with a compact shield-wall against the entire Viking 
army, he persevered resolutely for a long time; at length he gained victory through God’s 
will. He destroyed the Vikings with great slaughter, and pursued those who fled as far 
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J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

We are groundworks and surfacing specialists 
based in Somerset providing, tarmac 

drives, concreting, footings, trenchwork & 
utilities, drainage, fencing, landscaping, patios,  

digger works and much more.

Contact Gary on 07792 292710
Email: gary_sheldon@yahoo.com 

Web: www.gsheldongroundworks.co.uk

(710)

Nethercott 
Nurseries

CHEDDAR ROAD, CLEWER

Fresh vegetables, fruit & flowers
Seed & growing compost

Valentine’s bouquets
Local delivery 

Opening Times
Monday to Friday 9:00-17:00

Saturday 9:00-13:00 
01934 742881 

nethercottclewer@gmail.com

Opening times

Monday to Friday 9:00-5:15

Saturday 9:00-1:00 2:00-5:00

(026)
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N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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as the stronghold, hacking them down; he seized everything which he found outside the 
stronghold - men (whom he killed immediately), horses and cattle - and boldly made 
camp in front of the gates of the Viking stronghold with his army. When he had been 
there for fourteen days, the Vikings, thoroughly terrified by hunger, cold and fear, and in 
the end by despair, sought peace on this condition: the king should take as many chosen 
hostages as he wanted from them and give none to them; never before, indeed had they 
made peace on these terms. When he had heard their embassy, the king (as was his wont) 
was moved to compassion and took as many chosen hostages from them as he wanted. 
When they had been handed over, the Vikings swore in addition that they would leave 
his kingdom immediately, and Guthrum, their king, promised to accept Christianity and 
to receive baptism at King Alfred’s hand; all of which he and his men fulfilled as they 
had promised. For three weeks later Guthrum, the king of the Vikings, with thirty of the 
best men from his army, came to King Alfred at a place called Aller, near Athelney. King 
Alfred raised him from the holy font of baptism, receiving him as his adoptive son; the 
unbinding of the chrisom on the eighth day took place at a royal estate called Wedmore. 
Guthrum remained with the king for twelve nights after he had been baptized, and the 
king freely bestowed many excellent treasures on him and all his men.

Peace was made in 878 during those twelve days at Wedmore. Wedmore belonged 
to King Alfred, it was one of his personal estates. News of the king’s expected arrival 
with Guthrum and all their followers must have caused great excitement. The steward 
in charge would have rallied all to help prepare for the King. Alfred would have 
stayed in his ‘villa regia’, his royal house. This was probably a large wooden Saxon 
hall, somewhere near the present manor house. The religious ceremony of the chrism 
loosing probably took place in a Saxon church on the site of St Mary’s.

The actual baptism of Guthrum and his followers had already taken place at 
Aller. For this ceremony they would have been dressed in white robes with a band 
of cloth around their heads; their heads were then anointed with holy oil or chrism. 
The second part of the ceremony, the chrism loosing, took place eight days later in 
Wedmore when the head bands were removed. Guthrum was then pronounced a 
Christian. The documents do not mention any signing of a treaty. The terms of the 
Peace were agreed at Wedmore between the Saxons and the Danes. It was not written 
down until Alfred had recaptured London from the Danes in 886.

Wedmore in Saxon means ‘hunting moor’ and Alfred like all Saxon nobility 
loved hunting. The moors would have offered a wealth of game to be hunted as 
entertainment for the royal party. Alfred also gave the Danes many ‘treasures’, perhaps 
small Christian objects, rings and brooches, made of gold and enamel. Alfred was 
sometimes called the ‘Ring Giver’.

Alfred became known as ‘The Great’ because he saved England from oblivion 
in the 9th century, marking the beginning of England as a united nation. This all 
stemmed from The Peace which was made in Wedmore in 878. Alfred was also a 
great scholar, law giver and founder of the English navy. There is no mention in any 
of the contemporary documents of Alfred burning any cakes. This story first appears 
in a ‘Life of St Neot’ over one hundred years later!

- This article was first published in the Isle of Wedmore News in 2005
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This window, mentioning the Peace of Wedmore and depicting King Alfred 
and the baptism of Guthrum, is in Blakeney Church in Norfolk. 

(The photo was provided by Anne and Michael Blandford).
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OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc
77  ddaayyss  aa  wweeeekk

* Breakfast  * Lunch  * Booking Essential

* Function Room available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

(622)



14 February 2022

(480)

MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)
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Hedging

Treework

Fencing

Turfing

Grass cutting & maintenance

Services include:
Treework | Stump Grinding

Fencing | Turfing | Logs
Garden and Ground Maintenance

Avant and Operator Hire

We also offer one-off or regular contracts,
Domestic and Commercial 

CCoonnttaacctt  DDaann  0077882277  332288887744  

oorr  eemmaaiill  ddaann@@aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

wweebb  wwwwww..aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

Stump grinding

A1 Gardening ad.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  11:02  Page 1

(696)

(699)
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Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

Somerset Sparkling Wine 
……………………………. 

From grapes grown on the 
south-facing slopes of the 

Isle of Wedmore 

Available direct from the 
vineyard or from  the Village 

Store and the Swan 

mowbartonestate.co.uk  
07919100455      

Free local delivery  
(592)
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The Peace of Wedmore is also mentioned on the Wedmore map, 
donated by Wedmore in Bloom, situated at the entrance to the Borough Mall.

A New State of the Art Surgery for Wedmore as Part of the Axbridge 
and Wedmore Medical Practice
Wedmore and Axbridge Community Health Fund is a charity supporting the work of the 
Axbridge & Wedmore GP Practice and the health and wellbeing of patients within the 
Practice area. For 33 years the Fund has used monies donated to it to provide medical 
and patient support equipment for the Axbridge & Wedmore practice and to support 
the wellbeing of patients.

Following the closure of The Wedmore Ambulance Trust (a local health charity), the 
Fund has recently received more than £370,000 from the sale of land in Wedmore. This 
donation has led the Fund to consider the best long-term value for such a substantial legacy.

The Fund has decided to investigate the feasibility of building a state-of-the-art surgery 
for the medical practice in Wedmore, replacing the current inadequate building in St 
Medard Road, and leasing the new premises to Axbridge and Wedmore Doctors. This 
will provide a long-term secure income from the legacy to the Fund which in turn will 
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enable it to provide even more support for the health and wellbeing of patients. It also 
demonstrates the commitment of our GPs to serve the community in the Wedmore area.

The viability of the project now depends on the donation of a suitable plot of land, free 
of charge, within Wedmore, together with public fund raising to bolster the original legacy.

The Fund has already identified a highly suitable plot of land, which the landowner 
has very generously offered free of charge. However, preliminary discussions with 
Sedgemoor`s Planning Department to test whether the site would be likely to gain planning 
permission has identified the need to justify this location further and to confirm that there 
are no other suitable sites within Wedmore available free of charge.

So, to seek public feedback on our outline plans, the Fund will be staging an Exhibition 
in Wedmore Village Hall as part of the Wedmore Parish Council’s Open Day – ‘Wedmore 
Have Your Say’ on Friday 18 February (2pm - 7pm) and Saturday 19 February (9.30am 
– 1pm) 2022. This will also be an opportunity for any potential donors of land within 
Wedmore to come forward.

The Fund also sees this project as being a way to involve local volunteer expertise 
to bring this exciting project to fruition. It has already received many offers from skilled 
volunteers, but more will be sought as the project goes ahead. All the professional advice 
received so far has also been generously donated free of charge.

The focus of activity at present is to prepare an outline Planning Application.
The Fund is determined that patients should have access to a first-class medical practice 

in Wedmore. In order to do so, the Charity will need to raise substantially more funds. The 
project has received the support of Wedmore Parish Council who have reserved £100k 
of Community Infrastructure Levy funds to support this project. In addition, a probable 
donation target of around £500,000 will be required. A fundraising programme will be 
developed to be ready once outline Planning Approval has been achieved.

Can you help? Call 01934 712089 in confidence and Shirley Wederell, Secretary of 
Wedmore and Axbridge Community Health Fund, will discuss your contribution further.

As the feasibility stage continues, the Fund will be able to tell you more over the 
course of 2022.

Alan Benson, Chair, Wedmore & Axbridge Community 
Health Fund, Registered Charity Number: 801664

Blackford Harvest Home
Date for the diary: Blackford Harvest Home is on Saturday 6 August.

‘Music in Mind – Monday 7 Feb
Are you feeling isolated after all this time at home? - can we tempt you out?

Perhaps you have memory problems but would like to come along to a friendly 
group and share some music and chat - along with a cup of tea!

Music helps as there is no pressure. The sessions in February will be on Monday 
7, 2.15 – 3.30pm in the Masonic Hall in Wedmore. Why not join us – it is free!

Music in Mind is run by Stella Moore (Music Therapist) - and some very 
important volunteers. If you know of anyone who might like to come or you 
would like more information/help with transport, please contact 01934 732282 or 
davestellamoore@btinternet.com‘
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REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Reduce tiredness, stress or anxiety
Soothe pain, especially from arthritis
Alleviate ongoing medical conditions

Relief  during cancer treatments

Lift your mood with a feeling of  wellbeing

Or simply come in to be pampered and indulged in 
luxurious and relaxing surroundings

Contact Wendy Rider MAR
Tel: 01934 713213  Mobile: 07935 275451  email: wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from 9, The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1 06/01/2022   12:3806/01/2022   12:38

(685)
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DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

(430)
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Wedmore Carollers
We are pleased to be able to thank all of the people who donated to our 
carol singing around the village for the total of £422.65 that we were able 
to send to Weston Hospicecare. We look forward to trying to double that 
amount next Christmas.

John Williams

Thank You from The Children’s Society
Over the past 12 months the Wedmore Civil Parish has 
raised approximately £1,700. This is slightly down on 
previous years, but is still a fantastic result in view of all 
the Covid-19 restrictions, and will be much appreciated 
by the Children’s Society.

• Boxes and donations    £1,157.86
• Christingle at St Mary’s   £233.54
• Sale of Christmas cards (estimated) £330.50

In addition, there will be a further cheque going to The Children’s Society from 
Christ Church, Theale following their Christingle Service.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously over the past year.
Sue Burton 

Hon. Local Secretary, The Children’s Society

Wedmore Good Neighbours – Here to Help
If you live in and around Wedmore you can call on the 
Wedmore Good Neighbours Group for help and assistance 
in a variety of different circumstances.

At the end of 2021 our volunteers were primarily occupied 
with providing lifts for those who were finding it difficult to get their Covid boosters. 
They have also been kept busy driving local people to a variety of medical appointments.

Looking ahead we expect that demand for our services will continue much the same. 
However, our volunteers are available to help in a number of other ways. As we move into 
spring you might have some light work that needs doing in the garden. If you are unwell 
and have a dog that needs walking then give us a call. Got some rubbish that needs taking 
to the local recycling centre – we can probably manage that too. Perhaps you are unable to 
get out of the house for some reason but need something from the local shops or chemist? 
Or just feeling a bit lonely after a few months of winter and would welcome some company 
over a cuppa? The group can handle a wide variety of requests – but occasionally has to 
decline simply because the insurance policy does not cover every circumstance.

Whatever your request please call 01934 806299 and leave a message - a volunteer 
will reply within 24 hours. Please note that we’re not part of social services, or an 
emergency service…we’re just good neighbours!

Wedmore Good Neighbours is operated by volunteers and has received some 
start-up funding from Sedgemoor District Council and the Somerset Community 
Foundation. It’s free to use but the group does have running costs – insurance, petrol 
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expenses, as well as vetting and training of volunteers. So, if you do use the service 
and want to make a small donation, this is always very welcome!

If you’d like more detailed information about the group and how it operates visit 
the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing website – www.whawb.co.uk/gns/

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and with the support of 
Wedmore Parish Council here is this month’s item relating to our health and wellbeing.

February – it’s all about the heart!
Will you be sending ‘love’ to your nearest and dearest on 14 
February? St Valentine’s Day is traditionally the day for celebrating 
love, particularly of the romantic sort. According to Wikipedia there 
seem to have been a few saints called Valentine over the centuries, 
going as far back as the third century. Remarkably these different 
people all seem to have links to love in some way. In Slovenia their 
St Valentine is also associated with the coming of spring and good 
health, both things we really want! So 14 February is a good day to remember those who 
are dear to us, near and far. It is also a good time to reach out to those who do not have 
supportive networks nearby, to include them and help them feel a sense of belonging.

The heart has been linked with our emotions and feelings for longer than all the 
Saint Valentines. According to Marilyn Yalom on the TED website: ‘Greek philosophers 
agreed, more or less, that the heart was linked to our strongest emotions, including 
love’. This organ which we credit to be the seat of our emotions is also the organ which, 
perhaps more than any other, keeps us alive. However, Bill Bryson in his book ‘The 
Body’ states that the heart ‘is not invested even slightly in our emotional wellbeing.’ 
He admires the heart’s power and steadfastness as it pumps the life force of our blood 
around our body. He estimates that ‘it beats about 100,000 times a day, as many as 3.5 
billion times in a lifetime’ and ‘does an amount of work sufficient to lift a one-ton object 
150 miles into the air’. And yet the heart, this amazing pump, is only about the size of a 
grapefruit. It supplies life-giving blood to every part of the body, to enable us to function 
24 hours a day, day in day out. And so keeping this vital pump in good working order 
is essential if we are to live our lives as actively and as healthily as we would like. For 
more information on how the heart works go to the British Heart Foundation (BHF) 
website. We can help to keep our hearts as healthy and efficient as possible by reducing 
the things which can damage it. Many of these will be familiar, e.g. taking exercise, 
eating a balanced diet, stopping smoking. More information and support about how 
we can help our hearts can be found on the BHF website.

If you want to find out how ‘old’ your heart is in terms of its health you can take a 
simple test. The Heart Age test gives you an idea of what your heart age is compared 
to your real age. This test is suitable for anyone aged 30 – 95. You can also find advice 
about how to add some ‘added years’ by making some healthy lifestyle changes. This 
can be accessed via the BHF website or the NHS website.

Looking after our hearts includes taking care of our emotions but also looking after 
the pump in our body which keeps us alive. ‘Investing in our relationships’ and ‘giving to 
others’ both contribute to our sense of wellbeing and these are both very appropriate for 
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(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

•  All aspects of tree work undertaken
•  NPTC qualified
•  Fully Insured
•  11 Years’ Experience

•  Hedge Cutting
•  Garden Clearance
•  Stump Grinding

N Duckett Tree Surgery

07792 042388
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

(535)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)
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MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)

(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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the month of February, following the examples of St Valentine. Helping our hearts pump 
as efficiently as possible is good in any month, but February is a good month to start! 

For easy links to all the websites mentioned please go to our own Health & Wellbeing 
website www.whawb.co.uk and go to the Wedmore News item for February 2022.

Cathy Butterworth, Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project 
01934 712775 / 07768 960105, cb@theconsultant.org

Wedmore Community Bus – the Friendly Bus: New Volunteer 
Drivers Needed
The community bus has vacancies for volunteer drivers for Scheduled Services on 
Tuesdays to Fridays and / or Private Hire as described at the end of this Edition.

Driving the bus
• isn’t a big commitment. Many volunteers are only 

available occasionally but they still make a valuable 
contribution. Volunteers are only timetabled to 
drive at times when they make themselves available 
and rarely drive more than once a month.

• is very rewarding as it provides an important service to many local residents.
• is great fun as the bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz 

of conversation and plenty of laughs.
• isn’t difficult. All drivers are given free training by an approved Somerset CC 

trainer. This is provided before the volunteer starts driving and is repeated 
every 4 years.

Volunteers do need to have category D1 on their driving licence but this should 
be available on all licences gained before September 2008. They will also need to 
undergo a DBS check (Disclosure and Barring Service) which we will arrange at no 
cost to the volunteer.

Interested? If so please contact us either by email on wedmorebus@gmail.com 
or telephone Phil Butterworth on 01934 712775.

For further details of the Community Bus and its services go to the Wedmore 
website at theisleofwedmore.net under Local Directory/Wedmore Community Bus 
or email us on wedmorebus@gmail.com

New Eye Care Unit Now Fully Open at Musgrove Park Hospital
The final part of a brand new £4.4 million eye care unit 
has opened at Musgrove Park Hospital.

Following the installation of a brand-new ophthalmic 
theatre suite in a new building next to our day surgery 
centre earlier in the year, an adjoining second specialist 
ophthalmic theatre suite has been created as part of the development.

The new unit means eye surgery can continue even when the hospital is at its 
busiest – which previously could have led to the postponement of planned surgery.

The development is one part of Musgrove 2030 – an ambitious programme to 
transform the hospital’s facilities and ensure people are cared for in the right place 
to meet their health needs.
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The eye care unit has dedicated changing rooms and private waiting areas, as 
well as rooms for anaesthetists and surgeons to speak confidentially to, and examine, 
patients before their operation.

Patients are able to access the unit direct from the car park without needing to 
walk through the main hospital building. The unit has also been designed to meet 
the needs of people with impaired vision.

This new eye unit is in addition to the new outpatient macular and glaucoma hub 
at Chard Hospital, which together will help patients get the excellent eye care they 
need, in a timely way.

Plans are progressing for the development of new diagnostic centres for 
ophthalmology outpatients, which are expected to be in operation at sites in Taunton 
and Yeovil in spring 2022.

Somerset NHS Foundation Trust Communications Team 
01823 344436 communications@somersetft.nhs.uk

Surviving Winter
During winter, hundreds of our older neighbours are forced to choose between heating 
and eating. As our energy prices rise and in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak, 
many older people will find themselves cut off from family and friends, facing higher 
costs to heat their homes.

Shockingly, in Somerset, almost 11% of households live in fuel poverty.
Somerset Community Foundation’s Surviving Winter appeal encourages people who 
don’t need their Winter Fuel Payment to donate some or all of it to help local older 
people. Surviving Winter helps around 500 elderly people living in Somerset through 
the cold winter months, thanks to generous local donors who, last year, donated over 
£160,000 to the appeal. Help Somerset Community Foundation to help more isolated 
and vulnerable older people this year. If you would like to donate to Surviving Winter, 
visit www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter or call 01749 344949.

Choose Love
‘I believe that every single event in life happens as an opportunity to choose love over 
fear.’ Oprah Winfrey

I agree with Oprah Winfrey when she suggests that whether I realise it or not, I 
am constantly making that choice every day in how I relate to others.

Instead of responding with love I have many alternatives. I can respond with 
prejudice, anger or simple indifference; but the root it seems of all these is fear. Here’s a 
few observations of my reactions out of fear at times and what choosing love can look like:

• I don’t always feel like being sympathetic or kind towards someone when they 
behave badly. I have a clear choice at this moment. I can either get angry and 
bear a grudge or I can try and understand the reasons for their behaviour.

• When I’m under stress and at my wits end, I can easily push others away and 
accuse them of being part of the problem with their demands. Or I can stop, 
take a breath, and look at why I’m panicking before reacting.
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National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

Interior and Exterior 
Painting & Decorating.

Garden Landscape & Maintenance.
Fencing & Decking.

Call Nick for a quote on
01278 786363 or 07522 531272

email - insideoutsidepainting@outlook.com
www.insideoutpainting.co.uk

(694)

THE BLACKDOWN HILLS
A  P h o t o g r a p h i c  P o r t r a i t 

by Pauline Rook ARPS

A photographic exhibition documenting two 
decades of farming life on the Blackdown Hills

SRLM.ORG.UK 
Charity No. 1158791Glastonbury, BA6 8DB 

8 JANUARY - 19 MARCH 
at SOMERSET RURAL LIFE MUSEUM

See our website for the latest booking information

(712)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

What is your travel dream?
Let us help make it come true…

T: 01934 713714 | www.2jstravel.com
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset.ABTA No. P7465

(345)
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• When I’m feeling low and my energy levels are not great, I can withdraw from 
others and isolate myself from those who can help me. Or I can risk being 
vulnerable and receive some love when I feel weak.

What am I afraid of? Is it rejection, getting hurt, failure or something else? Only 
I can answer that, and I find looking my inner fear in the face and challenging it with 
love is a good place to start. Fear is clever at hiding behind anger, painful memories 
and self-pity, so being honest about what I am afraid of is not always easy.

But when I find fear and show it some love then it seems to set in motion a process 
that chooses kindness and generosity at every opportunity, to myself and others.

And as Paulo Coelho says in The Alchemist: ‘Don’t give in to your fears. If you 
do you won’t be able to talk to your heart.’

Colm Holland is a local Analytical Psychotherapist and Publishing Consultant.
You can contact Colm at colmholland.com/contact

©ColmHolland 2022. 
Reproduced with permission.All rights reserved.

Ethel Pople Deceased Charity
The late Ethel Pople, formerly of The Old Smithy, Cocklake, Wedmore, who died 
in 1978, left a trust under her Will for the assistance of the elderly and/or infirm of 
Cocklake, Clewer and Wedmore to be called ‘The Ethel Pople Trust’ in honour of 
‘Our Blessed Lady of Wedmore’. Every year invitations are invited by the Trustees 
from those who consider they may qualify with a view to distribution of trust income.

The Trustees of the charity meet each year with a view to deciding how the 
distribution can be applied for the greater benefit of those entitled each year.

The Trustees of the Ethel Pople Trust Deceased Charity therefore invite written 
application from those who qualify under the terms of this trust with a view to distribution 
of the trust income in or around April 2022. Letters should state briefly the basis on 
which the applicants qualify, i.e. whether by a reason of age or infirmity and with any 
other relevant information as to the applicants’ circumstances that they feel able to give.

Please note that if you have applied successfully before the Trustees would like 
you to provide written confirmation that your circumstances have not changed.

The Trustees of the charity will consider applications in or around March with a 
view to distribution of trust income in or around April.

Applications should be addressed to the Ethel Pople Charity Trustees, John Hodge 
Solicitors, Cheddar Road, Wedmore BS28 4EH for the attention of Sara Anthony.

The Adventures of Daniel Craig’s Body Double
‘EH, WHY IS HE being seen before me?!’ boomed the enraged 
voice of a seemingly tall, thick set man with a moustache.

As I was ushered past him into the vaccination centre to 
receive my booster he continued, ‘Just because he’s wearing a 
dog collar, how do you know if he is a real Vicar anyway? He 
could have got that from a fancy dress shop so that he gets in 
quicker.’
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Like some great amateur dictator, he waved his arms and frantically gestured as 
if he was a caricature from a novel by P.G. Wodehouse.

This was either the fourth or fifth time in the last ten minutes that he had loudly 
harangued someone entering the building or a member of the hard-working army of 
volunteers, charged with getting us ready to receive our booster.

Once inside I was ushered down a long corridor and directed to a treatment room 
that had two young nurses waiting for me. The first nurse took my details and checked 
that it was over six months since my last dose of the vaccine, while the other prepared 
to advance on me with needle poised.

There was a brief lull in the proceedings, with me and the second nurse waiting 
for the other to do something. At last, she broke the stalemate, ‘Well, I can’t stick 
this thing in if you don’t roll up your sleeve!’

I fumbled with the material on my shirt, but it would not roll up any higher than 
just below my shoulder. When I enquired if this was sufficient, the nurse with the 
needle shook her head.

‘You’ll have to get it off!’ she said
‘What, my arm?’ I said, temporarily panic stricken.
‘No,’ she said, ‘your shirt, you’ll have to take your shirt off.’
Seeing no point in prolonging the agony I quickly pulled the bit of plastic from 

the collar and began unbuttoning my shirt, until at last my less than wiry physique, 
pale skin and bulky torso were exposed to the room’s clinical light.

‘I recognise you now,’ said the first nurse, ‘I couldn’t see it when you first walked 
in, weren’t you the body double for Daniel Craig on the last Bond movie?!’

They both suppressed a laugh.
As I sat in the car a few minutes later reflecting on the events of the previous 

hour, I was reminded of what it means to be humble and the importance of humility.
The author C.S. Lewis is reputed to have said that, ‘humility is not thinking less 

of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.’
To be humble is to be grounded enough, and aware of our own humanity enough, 

that when faced with them in life, like unbuttoning one’s shirt in a treatment room, 
we might not be too proud, just roll with it and smile.

My musings were interrupted by a gentle wrap on my passenger side window, it was 
the man with the moustache, the caricature from a Wodehouse novel, so I cautiously 
lowered the window down.

‘Here, you dropped your dog collar in the carpark, you might need that the next 
time you come for a jab!’ he said sarcastically.

He then continued to look at me in an odd way.
‘Is there something else?’ I said.
‘Well yes there is,’ he said scratching his moustache, ‘is it true what I just heard 

inside that you were Daniel Craig’s body double in the last Bond movie?’
Rev. Sam Healey 

Curate for the Isle of Wedmore Benefice
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Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)

Dimity Button
Creative Soft Furnishings
Exclusive Continental single and 
double width fabrics on the roll

Affordable bespoke making up service – my fabric or yours.

Measuring Service
How to Make workshops

10 The Borough Mall, Wedmore BS28 4EB
Email: julie@dimitybutton.co.uk

Tel: 01934 708953

www.dimitybutton.co.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 

10am -4pm,  Saturday 10am-12.30pm

Butt   n
Dimity    

Creative So� Furnishings

(625)(657)
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Reports and Society Updates
Club50
Club50 hopes to arrange a meeting in the Masonic Hall at 2.30pm on Wednesday 16 
February. We will have a speaker followed by a cup of tea.

A delicious Christmas lunch was enjoyed by all on the 15 December. Thanks to 
the very capable caterers and the Club50 volunteers.

A well supported raffle raised enough funds to pay for the wine and the crackers.

Green Wedmore
After the Glasgow Climate conference in November, and perhaps 
distracted by other events, it feels as though our government’s eye is 
no longer on the ball. As individuals and as a community it therefore 
falls to all of us to do our best to assure a carbon free future. Green 
Wedmore needs your help and support with projects that are local, 
community based and achievable.

www.greenwedmore.co.uk and see our Facebook page.

Lots Going On:

Wedmore Solar 1000
Watch out for a leaflet through your letterbox explaining how you can take advantage 
of Sunlit Solar’s special Wedmore offer and add your home to the now upwards of 
175 photovoltaic installations in the village.

The Big Tidy Up
On Sunday 27 February gathering in the yard of Borough House at 10am. Join us to 
litter pick the roads and lanes of the village

Wild for Wildlife in Wedmore
Have you ‘marked’ your garden yet? Help us make Wedmore as wildlife and carbon 
friendly as possible ……. garden by garden.

Email dahopkins@aol.com for the form.

Somerset Food Trail 2022
Wedmore has been invited to create a ‘Cluster’ of local food heroes for the 15 to 24 
July 2022 Food Trail. A bit like Somerset Arts week but with blue signs!

Hedge Laying
Watch out for information about hedge laying days at Terry’s Community Wood in 
February. Come and learn how to do it and enjoy a sociable shared winter picnic.

Worthington Woods Food Forest
Lend a hand with tidy up days and mulching days over the winter. Info on the Green 
Wedmore website and Facebook page soon.
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Rachel Badrick
Sales Progressor

Lisa Cope
Sales Advisor

lodestoneproperty.co.uk

THE WELLS TRIO
MAKING HOMES HAPPEN

With houses selling fast and with rural house prices 
continuing to rise at three times the national rate*, now 

could be the time to sell or let.

Through our dedicated sales team, sales progressor, 
lettings manager, local specialist viewing agents and an 

online global reach of over 100,000 a month, we are well-
placed to help make your next home happen.

Please call our Wells offi  ce if you would like
further advice about the current market.

*Based on sale of property in the South West of England, Offi  ce for National Statistics — September 2021

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

shaftesbury@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01747 442577

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088

Rosa Clutterbuck
Lettings Manager

(706)

(689)
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1 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

The New Inn Open mic 8.00pm New Inn Wedmore

4 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic 8.00pm Theale VH

7 - Mon Music in Mind 2.15pm - 3.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore 

Wedmore in Bloom AGM 7.30pm via Zoom

8 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

9 - Wed Wedmore WI 7 - 9pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

11 - Fri Blackford Harvest Home Winter Warmer 7.00pm Blackford VH

12 - Sat WIB work party 9.30am outside The George

15 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

The New Inn Open mic 8.00pm New Inn Wedmore

16 - Wed Club 50 2.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

18 - Fri Wedmore “Have Your Say” 2.00 - 7pm Wedmore VH 

Mr Punch’s Folk Club open mic 8.00pm Theale VH

19 - Sat Wedmore “Have Your Say” 9.30am - 1pm Wedmore VH 

Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12 noon Theale VH

22 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club 7.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

24 - Thu Isle of Wedmore Society speaker Suzie Ladbrooke 7.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

27 - Sun Big Tidy Up 10.00am Borough House Yard

28 - Mon Music in Mind 2.15pm - 3.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore 

Green Wedmore meeting 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

What’s On in the Parish February 2022
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY 
Pilates 6.30pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 7.45pm Blackford VH 
Beavers 5.45 - 6.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 6.30pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Bridge Club 7.00pm via Zoom  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15 - 8.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Chair Yoga 10.00am Wedmore VH  Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am Little Lambs + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Lesley Nichols 01934 712045 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore  VH Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Music Matters 2.30pm via Zoom  mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30 - 7.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Pilates with Anna MacGregor 
- beginner / general class 6.00 - 7.00pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 7.15 pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883

WEDNESDAY 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH  Tabitha 
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm via Zoom  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH 
Wedmore Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Nikki Pryn 07519 630365 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Penny Wallace 07833 105418 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish February 2022
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07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Sunlit Solar has been providing clean, green 
energy across the South West since 2003 and 
is committed to working with Green Wedmore 
to help achieve their zero carbon goal for the 
parish. Discounted solar packages for residents 
of Wedmore parish which represent more than 
10% saving on typical prices available, please get 
in touch for an information pack.

DISCOUNTED SOLAR PACKAGES 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS

(642)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)

B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)
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The First School
Green Wedmore are working with the school’s Green Council to help arrange class-by-
class visits to Worthington Woods Food Forest, debates, assemblies, and the school’s 
route towards becoming a net-zero carbon school.

Green Wedmore leaflet and refreshed website
Watch out for the new leaflet explaining what we are all about and how you can help. 
A new website is also in preparation

Wedmore Community Farm
Around the county there are now many schemes bringing food production as close 
to home as possible. If you are interested, please contact us to help look at best 
practice elsewhere and gather ideas for this exciting venture. Contact David Hopkins. 
dahopkins@aol.com

E-Charging Points
There are now around 50 home E-chargers around the village with more being added 
all the time. The next step is public chargers, and the Parish Council are looking at 
viable options at the village car park and at the playing fields car park.

Green Wedmore Meetings
On the last Monday of every month at St Mary’s Church at 7.30 pm.

So for February it is Monday 28, March is Monday 28, April is Monday 25 etc. 
Come along to see how you can help.

Wedmore WI
The inaugural event for the relaunched Wedmore 
WI in November was a great success; we now 
have a viable membership, a dedicated working 
committee, and some exciting events planned 
for 2022. Sadly with rising Covid numbers we decided to postpone December’s 
Christmas Social evening. Hopefully our January event, ‘New Year, New You’, was 
able to take place!

Our next event ‘Women and Gambling’ is scheduled for Wednesday 9 February, 
7-9pm, in the Masonic Hall.

For women, gambling is a hidden and silent addiction. Our speaker, Clare Leakey, 
will cover the risks factors associated with gambling, its effect on others, and services 
available for help and support. There will be plenty of time for participants to ask 
questions. In addition, the session will conclude with half an hour of meditation to 
help us relax and feel stillness.

Clare Leakey lives in Wedmore; she is a counsellor, trainer and coach with 30 years’ 
experience, specialising in women and addiction. Clare is currently the Vulnerable 
Women’s Lead for GamCare; her role is sponsored by the National Gambling 
Commission.

 We hope you will join us for what will be an interesting and informative evening. 
For more information please contact Wedmore WI at wedmorewi@outlook.com.
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St. Mary’s Church, Wedmore, 100 Club
As another year begins sincere thanks not only for your support last year but also to 
the many who have already confirmed their chosen numbers for 2022. This is greatly 
appreciated. However, as a few have not yet renewed and there may be a few spare 
numbers available, the first draw has been delayed and the lucky winners will be 
announced in next month’s magazine.

Please contact Liz on 713196.or Lis on 712742 if you would like more information 
as to how you can support this worthwhile fund raiser for our beautiful church.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 24 February
Covid restrictions permitting, our February meeting will take place in the Masonic 
Hall at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Suzie Ladbrooke, a Tour Manager and her talk 
will be on ‘Tales of Travels.’ Members free, Visitors £4 with free tea/coffee afterwards. 
Contact Ian Tomes on 01934 710390.

Wedmore in Bloom
Although this is being written on another wet and mild winter’s day, by 
the time you read this in February the daffodils we planted in troughs 
and tubs around the village should be coming into flower. We hope you 
are enjoying the colourful display. In the last few years we have also 
included more perennials in the tubs and are using peat free compost 
in order to plant in a more sustainable way.

This year our AGM is on Monday 7 February 2022 at 7.30pm and will be held 
via Zoom. If any of our volunteers or supporters would like to attend please email 
wedmoreinbloom@gmail.com and you will be sent the joining details.

Mr Punch’s Folk Club – Friday 4 and 18 February
Open mic at 8pm Theale Village Hall or Zoom - depending on circumstances.

Check on 01934 712144.

Wedmore Women Wheelers – Together We Ride!
The Wedmore Women Wheelers is a local cycling club for women who:

• like to get out into our beautiful countryside

• want to get fit enjoyably

• like to chat

• enjoy coffee stops

We are a friendly group covering a wide range of ages, abilities and fitness levels 
– and we have rides for faster cyclists, slower cyclists, new cyclists and wary cyclists.

No matter what your age and experience, why not give us a try? Weekly rides are usually 
on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday morning – just pick and choose the ones that suit you.

If you would like to get out on your bike more in 2022, contact us by email at 
wedmorewomenwheelers@gmail.com
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Weather Report for 
November 2021
Location: Chestnut Farm, Snake Lane, Theale

Rainfall:
 Monthly total   68.2mm (2.7in)
 Long-term (28yr) December avg  87.3mm (3.4in)
 Wettest day (25th)  10.9mm  (0.4in) 

No of dry days  7 
Total for last 3 months (Oct - Dec)  231.4mm (9.1in)

 Year ending 31 December 2021  830.8mm (32.7in) 
Long-term annual average   855.7mm (33.7in)

Temperatures:
 Maximum (30th)  15.4 ºC (59.7 ºF)
 Minimum (1st)  -1.4 ºC (29.5 ºF) 

Number of air frosts  2 
Monthly average maximum   10.3 ºC (50.5 ºF)

 Long-term average maximum  13.0 ºC (55.4 ºF)
 Monthly average minimum  5.8 ºC (42.4 ºF)
 Long-term average minimum   -3.6 ºC (25.5 ºF)

Comments:
A notably warm December with a record maximum temperature on 30th. Light winds 
and a lot of cloud resulted in a rather gloomy month.

Observers:
Anne and Dave Bodley

Wedmore Gardening Club
I am writing this piece on Sunday 2 January and, currently under 
government guidelines, our meeting on Tuesday 22 February will 
be able to go ahead. Should this change we will be in touch with 
members with any new information. We would, however, remind 
members that masks must be worn in the hall, unless of course you 
are exempt.

John Addison is our guest speaker and the subject of his talk is ‘Trees and 
Shrubs’ and there will be an opportunity to ask questions. John has been to our 
meetings before and, having always enjoyed his talks, we have invited him back. 
Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and begin at 7.30 pm and there will be an 
opportunity to ask questions. Refreshments will be served after the talk and both 
members and guests are welcome to come along. We look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible.
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The Crossword: Number 55

By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Information found in most unusual ecosystem (10)
6 Resident in upright goody-goody pose (4)
9 A poor student (5)
10 Frank returns carrying material items to provide 

protection for the table (5,4)
12 & 21 In favour of keeping the Church of England (28)
14 Came to terms with Leo, perhaps, in the grass (8)
15 Acclaim from direct involvement (6)
17 Girl on a short slope by railway (6)
19 Go on and on about socialism (8)
21 See 12 across 
24 Nevertheless cash crazy European wore off-the-peg 

suits (5-4)
25 Change heart and get to the centre of it (5)
26 The French weekend vegetable (4)
27 Implacable advice to the weak willed (10)

DOWN:

1 Seaside town evident in every detail  (4)
2 Lifetime at a pub in the outskirts of Galashiels (7)
3 Result of glut of food in school (7,6)
4 Maybe monitors hat-holding salesmen (9)
5  One small step could find you in here: right behind 

Elon Musk (5)
7 Went round a poster in uniform and laid a base for 

the highway (4,3)
8 Qualified plumbers have a complicated first stage (3,7)
11 This should amuse you (13)
13 Sounds like a kestrel and auk can make big music 

alphabetically (10)
16 Dog pee ruined Nike’s inside (8)
18 Fib about fermented honey citric cordial (7)
20 Discern no end to a Sunday newspaper (7)
22 The silver primate was open-mouthed (5)
23 ............consequently they halved me (4)

Answers at the rear of publication.
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(431)

    
““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)
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HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 
  

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
 

  NUTRITION          Linda Thomas 
 

  SPORTS MASSAGE     Jackie Ashdown 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY            Hannah Woodward 
 

(537)

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

(611)

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 
If you think your life could be better, you’re right, it can! 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias   
Panic attacks - Weight management 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

Wedmore Surgery   
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe 

Cowan House, Weston Super Mare 

WWW.MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

07887902557 
Life is too short to be burdened with anxiety

(647)
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Poets’ Corner
Everything beneath the dark

Damp earth
Is going to sleep

To wait until spring
The butterfly that came awake

In my warm dining room
I caught

And put into a jar
On tissue

Damp
With wet honey

His red colours of summer
Vibrant
Then,

The next day I looked to see
He was there

I opened the lid
He stayed

But then it warmed
And suddenly
He was flying

In my laundry room
High up

Towards the roof
Where I rescued him

From among the cobwebs
A large spider

Waiting to grab the prey
I put him back into the jar

For he too must wait
For spring

As I must wait for spring
To renew my energy.

Chris Jagger – Mudgley (technically in Theale)
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Vera’s Verse - Nursing Friends

Mary and Bethan are my London Nursing friends
And when we are feeling a bit alone
We have a nice chat on the phone

When I came to Wedmore I was all alone
Before I have to leave you, I want you all to know

That Wedmore has been a wonderful life
And you all have made it so.

When I have to leave you
I am leaving you this book

And if you think of me
perhaps you will have a little look

Vera Banwell

News and Events from 
Outside the Parish
The Space
The Space project works with local young people 4 -17 years living with low mental 
health and emotional resilience and often in crisis, potentially caused by several issues, 
including abuse, neglect, and trauma.

We currently offer counselling services at various locations in Cheddar and 
surrounding areas in schools, on-line and at home. We provide targeted activities 
specifically developed for The Space in a non-school/service venue, to build 
relationships, establish trust and confidence to increase the chance young people 
will engage further and seek support. Young people are informed about The Space’s 
services by our local schools and local Medical Centres and students and parents by 
self-referral. We offer a weekly ‘Space Base – youth club’ where young people aged 
10-13 years can come together to have fun, chat, and chill.

In 2020 we began to develop a Cheddar-based community well-being garden to 
provide a safe and welcome space for children, young people and families, schools 
and community groups and community members to use gardening as a therapeutic 
tool to improve their physical and mental health.

For further information please visit our website http://www.thespacesomerset.org.
uk or call Doreen Smith on 07436 218324

Weston Hospicecare Launch Hybrid Fundraiser to Start in the New Year
Weston Hospicecare have launched a hybrid fundraising event called the Final Mile.
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Box 1     £ 25.00 
 

1lb Pork Sausages 
1lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
4 Beef Burgers 

4 Pork & Apple Burgers 
1lb Minced Beef 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Box 2      £45.00 
 

2lb Pork Sausages 
2lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
1lb Streaky Bacon 
2lb Minced Beef 

4 Pork Chops 
4 Belly Pork Slices 

 

 
 

All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

 
Tel     01934 712311 

(221)

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B) (524)
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RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013) (482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)
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The Final Mile will challenge supporters to run, jog or walk either 100 miles, 50 
miles, a marathon or half marathon to raise cash for the charity.

Supporters will be challenged over a 30 consecutive-day period in January and 
February to cover all but one mile of their chosen distance before joining in with 
The Final Mile on Weston Seafront with all the participants on Sunday 27 February.

It’s the perfect way to kick-start the New Year with a health kick and a route into 
fitness while supporting such a worthwhile cause.

Participants will receive access to the exclusive Facebook group (to communicate 
with other supporters), a photo at the finish and a well-earned medal!

It costs £7.50 for adults and £5 for children to enter, while all participants are 
asked to raise a minimum of £45 while taking part in the challenge.

To register, visit westonhospicecare.org.uk/event/the-final-mile today.

Somerset Choral Society – Spring Term 2022
Somerset Choral Society is pleased to announce that their 
Spring Term programme of communal rehearsals began on 
Wednesday 5 January 2022 and is continuing each week; 
subject to the Government Covid Regulations prevailing 
at the time.

Somerset Choral Society continues to rehearse every Wednesday evening from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm in their new rehearsal home at Cheddar Roman Catholic Church 
Community Hall, Tweentown, BS27 3HU. The music this term is the much loved 
‘Rutter Requiem’ and ‘Stanford’s Songs of the Fleet’ in preparation for the Spring 
Concert in St Cuthbert’s Church, Wells at 7.30pm on Saturday 21 May 2022. New 
members from all voices (SATB) will be welcomed to join them for these two beautiful 
pieces; there are no auditions and scores are provided. Membership fees will remain at 
£55 for this spring term and will include one ticket for the concert. More information 
may be found on their new website www.somersetchoralsociety.com.

Cheddar Valley u3a Pantomime 2021
This year’s drama masterpiece was the u3a version 
of ‘Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs’.

It all began in very much the way it continued with the MC/Narrator reminding 
everyone that pantomimes were ‘tales of old’ while ‘giving a twirl’, to display the old 
tails on his coat – you’ll have a picture of the calibre of this dazzling entertainment now.

The ‘Potted Panto’, which opened with the largest ‘dwarfs’ ever seen – especially 
‘Sunday’ - yes they were named after the days of the week (why has no one

thought of that before?) parading through the auditorium to the stage, proved 
to be a brief, laughter laden production with plenty of greatly appreciated audience 
participation moments, ably prompted by super-size cue cards bearing the well-known 
words ‘Boo’ - ‘Hiss’ etc (not that much prompting was needed!).

As for the Wicked Queen, well you wouldn’t want to meet her (?) in the dark!! 
There was much deviation from the original storyline, keeping everyone enthralled 
until the all too soon ending. Another great afternoon thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Watch the video on You Tube – search ‘CVU3A Snow White’
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Somewhere House Somerset
Somewhere House Somerset has had a very busy 2021, seeing more people than ever 
through our service. We are currently seeing well over 100 people per week, have expanded 
our counselling team to 11 and are here to serve and support the local community.

Our next coffee and chat in 2022 will be 26 February. This will be held at Burnham-
on-Sea Baptist Church, TA8 1AG, 11am - 1pm.

We plan to hold one in other villages this year so be sure to keep checking out our 
website www.somewherehousesomerset.org.

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
Nearly the start of the Christmas mayhem but we made time for 
a practice session! Twenty three members met for lunch at the 
Mediterranevm (that’s how they spell it!) in Congresbury and had a 
rip-roaring time. It was good to see so many there, relaxing, chatting, 
catching up, getting served, enjoying each other’s company - and 
NO WASHING UP!

A huge ‘thank you’ to our brilliant social pair Ann and Angela for doing all the 
arrangements. When shall we go again?

A final visit to the Cheddar Food Bank made our total Christmas collections this year 
up to a very welcome 66.3 kgs of donations, plus a cheque for £60. Many thanks to all 
members who have supported the Food Bank through the year and especially the Christmas 
foodstuffs with goodies and chocolates for the children and those in need of cheer.
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(407)

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)
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C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

(370)Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)
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Many thanks to the FB team who spend so much of their effort and time to ensure 
that anybody needing food does not go hungry, especially at Christmas.

Our Christmas meeting was held by Zoom – not our first choice but needs must, 
so we did what we always do and made the best of things! We reprised our summer 
social 6s and held multi-Zooms in members’ homes complete with mulled wine, mince 
pies and silly hats. We also had a funny Cinderella story and a Christmas quiz to finish.

We usually meet on the second Thursday of the month at the White Hart in 
Wrington, BS49 5AR starting at 6.30 pm, with a speaker at 7pm and our meal at 8pm. 
New members are always very welcome. FFI: Telephone Yvonne - 842976

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Activities
Folk on Saturday 12 February 2022 Featuring Miranda Sykes
St James’ Church Hall (now the Church Centre), 52, 
Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA. The hall will be 
arranged ‘Café-Style,’ with tables of four or six, and audience 
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members will be allocated seats at their tables so there will be two sessions that evening 
to ensure that audience numbers in the hall are limited in each session:

• First Session- Doors will open at 6.30pm for an hour-long concert starting at 
7.00pm prompt and ending at 8.00pm. The hall will be cleared and sanitised 
ready for the second performance.

• Second Session - Doors will open at 8.30pm for the second concert that will 
commence at 9.00pm and end at 10.00pm, allowing the hall to be cleared and 
sanitised after the performance.

Tickets cost £14 per person and will be issued electronically; they must be 
shown at the door. Please contact James Barattini as soon as possible (email: 
winscombe.folk@gmail.com) to book your place at either of the events and please 
indicate your session preference; tickets will be issued on a first come, first served 
basis. There will be NO tickets available on the door. Attendance will be spread 
equally between the two sessions; if one session becomes fully booked, you will be 
offered tickets for the other session.

Attendees must wear face coverings when moving around the Hall and it would be 
appreciated if they have had a negative Lateral Flow Test result within the previous 24 hours.

There will be no bar to avoid queuing. Attendees are welcome to bring their own 
beverages. Glasses will be supplied if required.

December Rescues
December was a quiet month as there were only five shouts between our lifeboat 
stations (Minehead – 2, Portishead – 1 & W-s-M – 2). Minehead’s volunteer lifeboat 
crew was paged at 08.15 on 3 December to assist a man suffering a medical episode 
aboard a fishing vessel in Blue Anchor Bay. Their Atlantic 85 lifeboat launched 
immediately, and the man was placed on a stretcher aboard the lifeboat. He was 
assessed by the casualty care trained crew whilst the Atlantic made good speed back 
to Minehead, landing at 09.02 and the man was safely handed over into the care of 
the ambulance service.

Axbridge and District Museum in King John’s Hunting Lodge
A Coffee Morning for our Stewards
We are very grateful indeed for the sterling work of our stewards 
this year. Their dedication and commitment in keeping the 
museum open for visitors during the extremely challenging 
season was a great success. We would like to invite all our 
stewards to an informal coffee morning of ‘meeting and greeting’ 
in The Almshouse, Axbridge Square, on Thursday 10 February 
at 10.45am.

If you are interested in becoming a Steward, or in volunteering in some other way 
for the museum, this is an ideal opportunity to find out more. Trustees too will be 
present, to outline plans for 2022.

The museum is currently closed for the winter. We will re-open at Easter, 2022.
www.kingjohnshuntinglodge.co.uk
Twitter: KingJohnHuntingLodge@AxbridgeMuseum
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 Based in Somerset

FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION CONTACT
LISA ANDERSON Chartered Financial Planner:
T: 07776 300 265 E: lisaanderson@mycontinuum.co.uk

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY  T: +44 (0)345 643 0770  
E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk  www.mycontinuum.co.uk  
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth,
PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 

  

MORTGAGES           LIFE INSURANCE           SAVINGS           INVESTMENTS          PENSIONS         ESTATE PLANNING

A COMPLETE FINANCIAL
PLANNING EXPERIENCE

(703)

(599)
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Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

(711)

(387)
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Cheddar Vale Lions Club Pre-Loved Sale
The normal Jumble Sale event will not take place in February 2022, but 
the good news is Cheddar Lions will be launching a new event on 26 
February 2022 – A Pre-Loved Sale – to be held in Cheddar Village Hall.

This means that we will take donations of good condition items only 
and we will resell them with all proceeds supporting our work in the community. We 
will NOT be able to accept shoes, underwear (unless new and packaged), electrical 
items, furniture. We will accept good quality bric-a-brac and books. If you are unsure 
about your items, please send a photo to the email below or, if you are local and 
unable to deliver or photograph your items, we may be able to collect under special 
circumstances. Please contact us on the details below.

Items can be delivered to the Hall on the day, after 12 noon, so that they can 
be sorted ready for the opening at 2pm. There will be an entrance fee of 20p. 
Refreshments will be available.

Please come along and support us. If you need any information or assistance, 
please call 0345 833 7402 or email information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk

Letters to the Editor
Dear Bill,

I refer to the piece by my good friend, Cathy Butterworth, concerning 
the negative press about GP Practices recently.

She says that all requests for a GP appointment ‘are assessed by one of our regular GPs.’
So my request for an appointment to see my own doctor is now to be first ‘assessed?’
And as I will not myself speak to the doctor, presumably my requested appointment 

will be ‘assessed’ on the unqualified receptionist’s recollection and interpretation of 
what I actually said.

Why cannot I instead be given the actual appointment requested, as until so very 
recently I would have been?

Kindest regards,
Trev Hunt, Northload Farm, Theale

Dear Editor

As a relative newbie to Wedmore I have thoroughly enjoyed reading the ‘Wedmore 
News’ and thought that as a member of this wonderful community I should perhaps 
offer to contribute to such an excellent little gem. So hence the attached.

Best regards
Jeff, Major J.V White RA (retd.)

Dear Editor

Would you please enter a heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers at the Tuesday Club 
for the Christmas Party, good food, good entertainment and good company. What’s 
more, the door to door taxi helped with the leg injury. Everything spot on.

Thank you and all the best for the New Year, I am sure I speak for most.
Margaret Ratcliffe, Combe Batch Rise
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Dear Editor

The village of Wedmore has an incredible heritage with a Peace Treaty being signed 
here in 878 by King Alfred with Guthrum the Dane. It is important to make all our 
new residents aware of our heritage that Wedmore was the birthplace of Saxon 
England. We really should have a statue of King Alfred in the churchyard, as we need 
to promote him more. Any ideas?

David Ewens
Dear Editor
Thank you for passing on the Letter to the Editor in response to the Health & 
Wellbeing item in December’s edition. The letter refers to the section - A message 
from Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice. I have therefore asked the Practice 
for their response, which is as follows:-
‘One of the GP team will daily assess the request for an appointment at the surgery. On 
average we have over 100 requests for a routine appointment each day.

This ensures that patients are seen in an appropriate time frame for their condition. It is 
likely that a patient will be given the appointment they have requested but a pre assessment, 
by a GP, ensures that any pre investigations are completed before that appointment or the 
patient may be directed to a more appropriate clinician, eg Musculoskeletal practitioner or 
Pharmacist. Please be assured that if any patient needs to be seen face to face they will be.

Our Reception team are trained to take precise information from our patients and are 
always happy to read back the details they are putting through to the GP.

If everybody could just ring and book an appointment with a GP without prior 
assessment we would find that patients who have a more potentially serious disease may 
not be seen in good time above those who have more routine issues. It also means that 
it does not matter what time of day you call and you will never be asked to call back to 
arrange an appointment.

We would like to thank the Wedmore News for the opportunity to respond to this letter 
and for their continued support.

Drs Ewart Jackson-Voyzey and Josephine McHugh, GP Partners, Axbridge & Wedmore 
Medical Practice

Kindest regards,
Cathy Butterworth

Thought for the Month – 
February 2022
True Strength
At the end of 2021, we lost, in my opinion, one of our great leaders. Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu died on Boxing Day after a full and eventful life at the age of 90. He had humble 
beginnings being born in Klerksdorp, a town 100 miles south-west of Johannesburg. 
His father was a head teacher and his mother a domestic servant.
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The direction of his life was profoundly influenced by a white priest Father Trevor 
Huddleston. Desmond Tutu had seen the priest bow his head out of respect to his mother, 
something he had never seen a white person do to a black woman. When Desmond 
was hospitalized with tuberculosis, Father Huddleston visited him regularly and later 
became a mentor and friend. The example of Father Huddleston convinced Desmond 
Tutu of the power of faith and positive, peaceful action.

Desmond Tutu went on to become a priest and rose to become Bishop of Lesotho 
and general secretary of the South African Council of Churches in the 1970s. He began 
to speak out publicly against racial injustice but, as it became clearer that change was 
on the way in the 1980s, he started to call too for reconciliation.

When Nelson Mandela became President, he appointed Desmond Tutu to head up 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. On his retirement as archbishop, Mandela 
said of Tutu at a service of thanksgiving: ‘His joy in our diversity and his spirit of 
forgiveness are as much part of his immeasurable contribution to our nation as his 
passion for justice and his solidarity with the poor.’

Desmond Tutu was certainly not perfect, but his life was marked by a relentless fight 
for justice, a choice of reconciliation over retribution and never forgetting the poor. 
For me, this is the hallmark of true strength and strong leadership. As Micah the Old 
Testament put it ‘He has shown you, O man, what is good…to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God?’ Micah 6: 8

Paul Jacobs 
Bagley Baptist Church

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Blackcurrant and Apple Amber
Ingredients
2 pints creamy milk
4oz caster sugar
Pinch of salt
8oz fresh white breadcrumbs
8 egg yolks
1 can blackcurrant pie filling
2 cooked Bramley apples
12g caster sugar for the meringue, plus a small amount to sprinkle on top

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 350ºf (180ºc)
2. Warm the milk.
3. Whisk is in the caster sugar and salt.
4. Add the breadcrumbs and egg yolks.
5. Pour into a large greased dish and leave to stand for 15 minutes.
6. Bake in the oven until set.
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7. Add blackcurrant filling and cooked apples.
8. Whisk egg whites with sugar until firm
9. Pour onto the pudding.
10. Bake in oven until firm.
11. Sprinkle with a little sugar to brown.

 Lindy Richardson

The Garden in February
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in February 2008 and is reproduced here 
by kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).
When I was a child, in fact through into my early adult years, in Bristol where I grew up, 
February was often the coldest month of the year. My birthday is in the middle of the 
month and there was frequently dirty, slushy snow about that was wet in the daytime and 
froze at night. Back then February was usually a month of little activity in the garden. When 
the snow went away, it usually gave way to wet weather for a couple of weeks then drier 
windy weather in March. Now a wet and windy February is what we shall probably get.

If you have been looking at seed catalogues and deciding what you would like to grow 
this year and have already bought seeds, be prepared to be governed more by weather 
and soil conditions, rather than by sticking rigidly to the directions on the packet. As we 
do live in a region where the mild spring weather can come early, be prepared to take 
risks, remember that ‘faint hearts never won a fair lady.’ I know some seeds can be very 
expensive but be prepared to give some a try if you think the weather conditions are 
suitable; you can always sow them at intervals and then the first lot to survive will give 
you your earliest crop, be it flowers of vegetables. Bear in mind that cold conditions 
may cause certain things to ‘bolt’ and run up to seed (I explained this last year).

I have recently been reading an old gardening book which gives seasonal tips and 
it says that February is the month to get your lawn mower serviced and your shears 
sharpened; nowadays it is frequently necessary to cut the lawn in February if you want 
it to look really tidy, so you don’t want the mower out of commission. If the weather is 
mild and you are inclined to put spring fertilizer on your lawn, you can go ahead and 
do it now. The best ones to use are ‘slow release’ varieties which behave rather like a 
gobstopper; these have alternate layers of nutrients and resin coating and as each layer 
breaks down due to the action of soil moisture, the next layer of nutrients is released 
(these are things that some people mistake for slug eggs in potting compost); unlike 
very soluble fertilizers, they will not be washed out of the soil by a sudden deluge 
causing a) loss of the fertilizer and b) pollution of drainage water.

Once near Lamorna in Cornwall I saw potatoes being planted on New Year’s Day, 
I later read in the Farming Press that these potatoes were being lifted on 1 May. You 
won’t be able to do that in a garden in this area, but you can grow very early potatoes 
in potting compost in large pots or even bin liners with drainage holes in the bottom, 
in a polytunnel or greenhouse; you must of course choose a ‘first early’ variety and 
be prepared to cover them on cold nights if you have an unheated growing house. 
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FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)
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(388)

(494)

Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)
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Planting to harvest is usually about fifteen weeks for such varieties, a bit less than it 
was in Lamorna, but their harvest is still very early.

I said in January that I would try to be more concise in future so I am now going 
to cram a few tips in a relatively few words.

Start lifting, dividing and planting hardy herbaceous perennials towards the end 
of the month. Sow cabbages, cauliflowers and lettuce in the greenhouse for planting 
out later and try sowing radishes, carrots and lettuce in cold frames. Spray peach and 
nectarine trees with Bordeaux mixture or something to prevent peach-leaf curl which 
you will certainly get if you don’t (or at least your trees will).

So that’s it again for this month, so get to it and let’s hope for a better growing 
season than we had last year.

Adrian Hutchinson

Sports Reports
Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
2021 has been a difficult year for the club with Covid wiping out 
the first three months of the indoor season back in January through 
to March. The freedom to play outdoors bowls from May to the end of September was 
a great boost even though some fixtures were cancelled due to Covid issues. A spring 
recruitment drive followed and was considered a great success with many new members 
welcomed to the club. After a really enjoyable summer outdoors we were able to start the 
new indoor season in September and at time of writing we have now reached the mid-
point of the schedule, otherwise known as the Xmas break. All the daily indoor leagues 
are being keenly contested and it is pleasing to report the standard of bowls is good. Our 
Sunday morning indoor Umbrella league for new bowlers has proved very successful.

There is a full programme of matches versus other local clubs arranged up to the 
end of the indoor season on 31 March, but unfortunately our interest in the Denny Cup 
came to an end at the hands of rivals St Andrews but at least we can now concentrate 
our competitive effort on the Somerset county league (as they say!) .

The first rounds of the various internal competitions have now been completed and the 
tension builds through the rounds leading up to finals weekend in March. Meanwhile we look 
forward to hosting the stars of the future, the Somerset County Under 25s early in the year.

Despite all that Covid has thrown at us this year the club has enjoyed a rejuvenated 
social programme with numerous events held over the summer and autumn. Latterly our 
Coffee and Craft morning raised over £770 for our club charity, The Children’s Hospice 
South West. A huge thank you to the organising team, those who contributed and those 
who attended and purchased the great products on offer.

Bowls is great way to maintain a level of fitness as well as its marvellous social 
benefits. If you would like to try your hand at bowls and enjoy some of the finest 
indoor and outdoor facilities in Somerset, then the Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club 
would love to welcome you. We even offer free coaching and advice for new starters. 
For more details please contact the Secretary, Steve Young on 01749 870987 or by 
email at steveyoung1987@hotmail.co.uk.

Peter Gower
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Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
December, winter gets into its stride, Christmas spends ages coming but 
goes quickly and the old year changes over to the new. Let’s hope the new 
is better than the old although it’s not starting too promisingly. At the 
Golf Club there is also the changeover of captains. The final AGM of the 
year took place at the start of the month with Dave Skelton passing on the 
captaincy to Malcolm Tanner. It has been yet another difficult year but 
despite this the Club has managed to raise almost £8,000 for its chosen 
charities, Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance, Dementia UK and Asthma UK, all 
of whom received substantial cheques. On the golfing side, individual trophies went 
to Mark Earwaker, winner of the Order of Merit and Megan Wilde, most improved 
junior. After the formal meeting, the three new captains had their traditional drive 
in down the first fairway, or sometimes just off it.
Competitions also went on as normal starting with the second round of the Seniors 
Winter League. In Division 1 Nick Parker set the pace, winning on 42 closely followed 
by Bill Lander on 41. Both of these are now in a strong position overall after two 
rounds. Chris Norris was third on 39. Best score of the day was in Division 3 with 
John Snelling winning on 43, which also moved him into the lead in the overall league. 
Peter Roberts was runner-up on 42 with Mike Peacock another shot behind in third. 
Graham Clifford was another enjoying a good day, winning division 2 on 41, 2 ahead 
of Clive Warren-Smith with Nigel Day third on 38. David Russell won division 4 with 
34, ahead of Terry Stew and Peter Rutter.

The Seniors League is 
not the only one this year as 
the Club is now running a 
mixed league with men and 
women competing against 
each other. There were a good 
number of ladies playing and 
although scoring well, none 
made the top places in the 
higher divisions. In division 
1 this year’s Club Champion 
Laurie Olive led the way with 

39 points. This was one better than runner-up Graham Sugg with Jon Thompson a shot 
behind in third. Trevor Guy won division 2 with the joint best score of the day, 41 points, 
which put him three clear of second placed Jeff Griffiths who beat Nigel Young on 
countback. The Ladies really came into their own in division 3 taking all three top spots. 
Liz Sweeney was the day’s equal top scorer on 41 with Jane Prosser second on 39 which 
just edged Ann Dixon into third place on countback. As the league moves into its third 
round this leaves a large number of players all closely positioned at the top of the table.

Earlier in the same week the Seniors and Ladies had both started to celebrate 
Christmas early with Christmas jumpers much in evidence. They both played 
bowmakers and the Seniors in particular scored well despite miserable conditions. 

The three captains for 2022: Club Captain Malcolm Tanner, 
Seniors’ Captain Chris Monks and Ladies’ Captain Wendy Lucas
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Kevin Vaux, Dom Smith and Ian Sentence led the way with an outstanding 85 points 
which put them 4 clear of John Russell, John Vowles and Nick Smith who beat 
Grahame Cox, David Braithwaite and David Bates on countback.

The Ladies had Father 
Christmas to see them off 
and were more enthusiastic 
in their Christmas dress. The 
competition was reduced to 
15 holes to allow for an early 
start for their Christmas Party 
which eventually fell victim 
to Covid concerns. First 
team out were June Smith, 
Marion Warren Smith and Jill 
Cornelius. They came in with 

57 points and this score remained unchallenged throughout the day. Eunice Bond, Fran 
McMillan and Janet Robson came closest with 55 with Trish Phelps, making a welcome 
return, Claire Biggs and Judy Brooking-Clark just another shot behind in third place.

Keeping on the Christmas theme, the Ladies also played a Stableford, competing 
for Christmas Puddings. Deidre Wheadon will be enjoying Christmas, winning 
division 1 on 32 ahead of smaller pudding winners, Annie Patten and Jane Hewitt. 
Betty Norman top-scored on the day, winning division 2 with 35, 3 better than Jenny 
Thomas who beat Liz Sweeney on countback. Prue Witter was winner in division 3, 
her 34 points putting her 3 ahead of Janet Gilbert with Janet Robson third.

The Seniors did hold their Christmas meal despite Covid. Traditionally the Seniors 
play a nine-hole competition before their Christmas meal with just two clubs and a putter. 
The other tradition is that some players show just how pointless it is to have a complete 
set of clubs. This year was no exception as in damp conditions Axel Knutson racked up 
22 points, 4 shots under par. However, he was not the only one as Mike Nicholls was 
only narrowly pushed into second spot on 21 and just to prove it wasn’t just the higher 
handicappers who could score, Nick Parker came in with 20 points to take third spot.

Best wishes for the New Year.
Tony Biggs

Church News
Parish Registers
Christenings
Welcome to the following, baptised into God’s church recently:

Freddie (Alfred) Dennis, son of Simon and Katie Dennis of Westbury Sub Mendip, 
who was baptised on 12 December at St Mary’s Church.

Rupert Coombes, son of Jack and Alice Coombes of Blackford, who was baptised on 
19 December at Holy Trinity, Blackford.

Sue McDonald, Esme Gulliver and Lynn Bird dressed 
appropriately for the Ladies Christmas Bowmaker
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Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:
Maggie Hodge, of Mill Lane, Wedmore, who died on 27 November 2021 aged 79 and 
whose funeral took place at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 20 December.
Peter Small, of West Stoughton, who died on 12 December 2021 aged 77 and whose 
funeral took place at Mendip Crematorium on 30 December.

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 15 February, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.
Timings of the route are as follows:

10.30 am Cocklake, Lane End Farm
10.40 am Crickham, Crickham Baptist Chapel
10.50 am Clewer, Clive Weare House
11.20 am Stone Allerton, Stone Cross
11.30 am Chapel Allerton, Allerton Church
11.40 am Ashton, on the corner next to Hill View Farm
11.50 am West Stoughton, T Junction with the road to Allerton
12.00 noon Blackford, Holy Trinity
12.15 pm Westham, on the corner next to Bockingford House
12.25 pm Heath House, Ash Tree Farm
12.35 pm Sand, Upper Sand Farm
12.50 pm Mudgley, Court Farm Cottages
1.00 pm Bagley, Baptist Church
1.10 pm Theale, Christchurch
1.25 pm Wedmore, St Mary’s

Church Services
Our worship will also continue to be available online. At least one of our Sunday 
services each week is recorded and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. 
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found at: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Every day, excluding Sunday, there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 6 4th Sunday before Lent 10.30 am Café Church
    6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 13 3rd Sunday before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
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Sunday 20 2nd Sunday before Lent 8.00 am Communion BCP
   10.30 am Morning Praise
   6.00 pm Start The Week
Sunday 27 Next before Lent 10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday  6 4th Sunday before Lent 9.00.am Parish Communion
Sunday 13 3rd Sunday before Lent 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 20 2nd Sunday before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 27 Next before Lent 6.00 pm Zoom Evening Worship

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday  6 4th Sunday before Lent 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 13 3rd Sunday before Lent 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 20 2nd Sunday before Lent 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 27 Next before Lent 11.00 am Morning Praise

Allerton Church
Sunday  6 4th Sunday before Lent 9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 13 3rd Sunday before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 20 2nd Sunday before Lent 9.00.am Morning Praise
Sunday 27 Next before Lent 9.00 am Parish Communion

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship every Sunday commencing at 10.30 am. Family Service on 
the 3rd Sunday in the month. A warm welcome is extended to all and at the close of 
the service you are invited to join us for coffee, tea or squash and biscuits.

Bagley Baptist Church
Bagley is open for Sunday morning service, starting at 10.30am. Also available to 
view live on our Bagley Baptist - You Tube channel. Communion usually shared on 
the 1st Sunday of each month. 
Wednesday Coffee with a View 10.30am-12 noon. All welcome and free of charge. 
Many fellowship groups are available to access online and meeting at the church: 
home groups, gatherings, prayer meetings, youth groups and more. 
Please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Contact: (01934) 710779 / 
712812, or email contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk

Crickham Baptist Chapel
Sunday School on Sunday morning at 10.30 am, Evening Service at 6.30 pm.

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
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Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website

We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments
Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm

During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring the video 
doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments.

Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus 
- The Friendly Bus
Scheduled Services
There are four Scheduled Services a week. These are to:

• Taunton - Tuesday
• Bridgwater - Wednesday
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• Weston-s-Mare - Thursday
• Street and Glastonbury - Friday

Please note a revision to arrangements for booking - see below.
The bus departs from Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers. It returns to Wedmore between 1.30 pm and 2.45 pm depending 
on the destination. See below for more details.

• The bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz of conversation. 
Our passengers often meet for a coffee whilst at the destination.

• Anyone is welcome to come on the bus and a place can easily be booked by 
telephone.

• We try to pick up and drop off at the homes of all users who need this. For 
other passengers this will be at a location that is convenient for them. We are 
also flexible about drop offs on route.

• We are happy to provide help in getting on and off the bus for those who need it.
• Drivers are all volunteers who want to help passengers to enjoy their time on 

the bus as much as possible.
• The service is free for everyone with a Concessionary Bus Pass and for children 

under 5 years old. For other passengers, fares are low as the bus is financed by 
Somerset CC and drivers are volunteers.

Timetable and Booking Details
All services
Depart Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start picking up passengers.
Tuesday – Taunton:
Departs Taunton 2.00 pm. Back around 2.45pm.
Wednesday – Bridgwater:
Departs Bridgwater 1.00 pm. Back around 2.00 pm.
Thursday - Weston-super-Mare:
Departs Weston 1.45 pm. Back around 2.45pm.
Friday - Street and Glastonbury:
Departs Street 1.00 pm. Back around 1.30pm.
Passenger pickups/drop-offs for all four services are normally available in Wedmore, 
Sand, Heath House, Mudgley, Latcham and Cocklake.

Additional pickups/drop-offs are normally available in other villages on route to 
each destination:

• Taunton & Bridgwater - these are at Blackford, Mark, Bason Bridge and East Huntspill
• Weston-super-Mare - these are at Stoughton, Allerton, Blackford and Mark
• Street - these are at Theale and Godney

Booking is easy. To be sure of a seat just call the number indicated below against the 
relevant destination at the time shown and we’ll agree a convenient pick up location 
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Crossword 55 Answers
Across: 1. Rainforest 6. Prig 9. Dunce 10. Place mats 
12 & 21. Antidisestablishmentarianism 14. Resigned 15. Credit 17. Hilary 
19. Belabour 21. See 12. across 24. Ready-made 25. Earth 26. Leek  
27. Relentless
Down: 1. Ryde 2. Innings 3. Feeding frenzy 4. Reptiles 5. Space 7. Road bed 
8. Gas fitters 11. Entertainment 13. Orchestral 16. Pekinese 18. Limeade  
20. Observe 22. Agape 23. Thus

A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

and time. Alternatively just come to the Lerburne car park before 9.30 am. We will 
normally be able to fit you in, although this isn’t guaranteed.
Tuesday to Taunton
Angeline Duckett on 01934 712631 between 6pm and 6.30 pm on the previous evening.
Wednesday to Bridgwater
Helen Flooks on 01934 611006 between 6pm and 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Thursday to Weston-super-Mare 
Carol Ayliffe on 01934 713471 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Friday to Street & Glastonbury
Lesley on 01934 900571 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Private Hire
• On weekends the bus is available for private hire throughout the day and in 

the evening. It is also available by arrangement on most Mondays
• On Tuesdays to Fridays it is available for private hire after 3.30pm and in the evening. 
• Each private hire comes with a list of volunteer drivers for the hirer to approach.
• The bus has seats for a maximum of 16 passengers. It is often booked for 

weddings, club outings etc.
To make a booking please contact us by email at iowrtabookings@gmail.com
Further details at the Wedmore website theisleofwedmore.net /Local Directory/
Wedmore Community Bus or email us at wedmorebus@gmail.com



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Draycott                                  Wedmore                                  Axbridge 
 

               Cocklake                                 Crickham                                   Wedmore  
 

Mark                                        Stoughton                                  Wedmore 
 

All these properties were sold in and around 
Wedmore in one month. 

I am a Chartered Surveyor and Estate Agent and 
have been selling all types of properties for a 

good many years.  
If you’re considering selling I’ll be delighted to 

give an opinion of value and a quotation of 
charges – entirely without charge or obligation. 

Call me on 01934 710220 or email me directly on 
rdt@roderickthomas.co.uk 

Roderick thomas 
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