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Editorial
Dear Readers
Welcome to the April Edition, number 505.

It is a touch difficult to write a cheery and effective summary about everything we 
have going on in and around the Civil Parish of Wedmore, when world affairs are in 
such turmoil, with Geo Political Terrorism and ever more horrendous War Crimes 
being committed daily here in our home continent of Europe.

However, all we can do is to remain calm and to help each other whenever we can. 
So, in the hope that an end to this madness will be apparent by the time this drops 
through you letterbox, I am pleased to present for your entertainment and enjoyment 
a packed month of events including: Alfie Moore, star of his hit BBC Radio 4 comedy 
series, ‘It’s a Fair Cop’, at the Village Hall, ‘Freecycle’ in the Cheddar Road Car Park, 
a Fashion Show at the Bowls Club, the Young Farmers Annual Show at the George, 
the Theale Quiz, plus an array of thought provoking articles, news and a few useful 
snippets.

Farewell and thank you to Rod Pring, who retires after many years of splendid 
service as the Wedmore Parish Clerk and hello to Lindsey Baker who picks up the 
baton in Rod’s stead.

Deadline for May Edition: 1 April 2022
Contact the Wedmore News

Editorial Copy / Items for Publication 
Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 

Email editorwedmorenews@gmail.com

What’s On Listings and Contact Details for your Club / Organisation 
Liz Henderson, 12 Church Street, Wedmore. BS28 4AB (01934 713196) 

Email whatsonwedmorenews@gmail.com

Photos and Features 
Liz Sweeney, Cheddar Road Farm House, Cheddar Rd, Cocklake (01934 244435) 

Email photoswedmorenews@gmail.com

Advertising Copy 
Isle of Wedmore News, The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore BS28 4EA 

Email mail@johnandjillmorse.co.uk (712160)

Distribution Enquiries 
John Cousins at cousins389@btinternet.com (712565)

The Isle of Wedmore News welcomes all contributions and letters. It should be noted however that the 
views expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, or 
represent any particular standpoint on the part of the publication.
Wedmore News is digital! Each edition will be published on The Isle of Wedmore 
Website, www.theisleofwedmore.net. If you are a contributor who for copyright reasons 
does not want your entry included, please make this clear when sending it to the editor.
The editors also reserve the right to edit or amend any contribution for reasons of space, conformity, legibility 
or legality.
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Lastly, I am delighted to announce that we have a new contributor to Tasty Morsels, 
Jennifer Wright from Yew Tree Farm Theale, whose first delicious recipe ‘Sweet and 
Sour Chicken with Jasmine Rice,’ is contained herein.

Thank you to everyone who contributed towards this Edition and may I wish you 
all a peaceful and happy Easter.

Bill

Front Cover
This photo of Wedmore, taken by Michael Thorne, mixes the old with the new. 
You can see the church tower and the original village buildings plus the brand new 
development at Cross Farm.

Liz Sweeney

News
Parish Council Business
The February meeting of the Council was held back in the Council Rooms following the 
relaxation of some of the Covid rules. There was almost a full turnout of Councillors. 
County Councillor David Huxtable reported that the budget would be announced the 
following week and would increase by 10% to more than £40m. Council Tax would 
increase by 2.0% with a 1% precept increase towards adult social care. Band D houses 
would see a decrease in their tax of £92.

It was agreed to support the Playing Fields Management Committee with two 
upcoming planning applications. They would be submitted with the Parish Council 
named as the applicant resulting in a 50% reduction of planning fees. Members had 
been listening to arguments from both sides concerning the proposed reduction in the 
size of a replacement fire engine at Cheddar Fire Station. By the time you read this 
report, the matter may have been resolved. Cllr Costello has been actively promoting 
a safe crossing for the students at Hugh Sexeys School. The land owners opposite the 
school are prepared to donate a piece of land wide enough to create a footpath and 
the matter is still under discussion. The Council is supporting a Street Party in the 
Borough to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June.

New Parish Clerk
The Council has appointed Mrs Lindsey Baker of Blackford as the new Parish 

Clerk with effect from the end of March. Lindsey grew up in Theale and now lives 
with her husband and three children in Blackford. She is very keen to discover how 
the parish `works` and how it can become even better. Lindsey already has links to 
the Council as her grandfather was Chairman in 1990.

... and finally
This will be my last report for the Isle of Wedmore News and I have been really 

touched by all the emails and phone calls I have received since I announced my 
retirement. There have been some challenging times but these were far outweighed 
by the huge amount of satisfaction and pleasure I have received during my past ten 
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SAVE THE DATE!

JOIN WEDMORE FOR: 
THE BIG JUBILEE 

LUNCH
This year, as part of the celebrations marking The Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee, the village will be taking part in The Big 

Jubilee Lunch.

OOnn::  SSuunnddaayy  55tthh JJuunnee  1122--44ppmm
AAtt::  TThhee  BBoorroouugghh  aanndd

TThhee  LLeerrbbuurrnnee

Bring your own picnic or food stalls will be available. 
More details on how to get a FREE ticket coming soon. 
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barnyleemarquees.co.uk
01934 713 198
info@barnyleemarquees.co.uk

Supplying luxury marquees for corporate events, weddings,
festivals and parties across the UK

Bartletts Bridge Stud
Wedmore, Somerset

BA284HH

(494)

WE’RE HIRING!
Due to increased demand and a busy season ahead... 

EVENT STAFF
 DRIVERS

MARQUEE RIGGERS
Full Training Given

Full and Part Time Vacancies
Somerset Based

You'll be setting up equipment for shows, 
weddings and events as well as glamping sites 
including Badminton Retreat and Glastonbury 

Retreat. You must be enthusiastic, polite, physically 
strong, practical and able to cope with long hours. 

A lorry, trailer and/or van licence would be an 
advantage but not essential

 info@barnyleemarquees.co.uk
or call us on 01934713198

(714)
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years in office. At the end of the day, I am happy that I have done my best for the 
parishioners of Wedmore and know that the parish will continue to be in safe hands 
with Lindsey on board. Goodbye...and thank you.

Rod Pring, Parish Clerk, Wedmore Parish Council, Grant’s Lane 
Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EA Telephone 713087 

email: wedmoreparishcouncil@gmail.com

Report from District Councillors Polly and Will
As you will be aware there are big changes planned for our fine county of 
Somerset and there is a lot of work behind the scenes in preparation of 
us coming under a unitary authority, but usual District Council business 
carries on as usual.

Will attended Full Council at which the budget was set, full details of this can be 
found on the SDC website. He also attended, as vice chair, an Audit and Standards 
committee meeting, at which he sent back a report on new policy on planning, as 
he wasn’t happy with the wording. He continues with the great work with the Mark 
Speedwatch team, it seems that most people adhere to the 30 mph speed limit through 
our villages. Will has also attended Mark PC meetings.

Polly has chaired several Licensing Panels in her capacity as Chairman of the 
Licensing and General Purposes committee. Most of these hearings have involved 
licensed taxi drivers who have had complaints against them. These complaints then go 
to the Licensing team at SDC, the committee manager asks for committee members 
to sit on a panel alongside the chair and legal team. The Licensing Officer gives their 
report to all present, we discuss the offence with the driver and ask questions. After 
a summary the panel leave the room to discuss the outcome in private. One driver 
had his License removed due to the seriousness of his offence, others didn’t renew 
their DBS so didn’t get their badges returned and another received 4 points on his 
taxi license for failing to report a speeding offence.

Both Will and Polly continue to work for the residents of their communities and 
shall do so for the next year of their elected term. Neither will be standing in the 
upcoming elections for One Somerset.

Polly and Will

Freecycle – Sunday 3 April
See you all on Sunday 3 April at 10am at the Cheddar Road car park.

Your opportunity to de-clutter and give unwanted things a 
second life.

Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare: Fashion 
Show by The Frock Shop, Brent Knoll – Saturday 9 April
2.30 pm at the Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club. Tickets £10 each to include afternoon tea.

Why not come and join us and support the Hospice who do such wonderful work?
Tickets are available from: Trish Newell 01934 713117, Liz Burton 01934 221288, 

Shirley Wederell 01934 712089, Dave Nicholls 01934 713483, Wedmore Village Store 
(Paper Shop) 01934 712545, The Frock Shop, Brent Knoll 01278 760800

We look forward to seeing you.
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Wedmore Young Farmers Club Annual Show – Saturday 16 April
Wedmore YFC wi l l 
be holding their 87th 
Annual Show at The 
George Hotel, Wedmore 
on Saturday 16 April at 
10am. After two years 
of online competition, 
the young farmers are 
back in person in the 
heart of the village. The 
club members will be 
exhibiting calves, pigs, 
lambs and handicrafts at 
the show as well as taking 
part in stock judging and 
calf record book keeping.

People are invited 
to come and watch the 
members showing their 
cattle in the ring and 
inspect the pigs and 
lambs in their pens. 
Unfortunately, there 
will be no poultry this 
year due to bird flu. The 
young farmers have all 
been busy producing a 
variety of handicrafts 
which will be on display 
during the day. There 
are open classes  in 
the handicrafts and if 
anyone is interested in 
entering then please 
contact Verity Adams 
07398282354, the club 
secretary, to get a list of 
the classes and then bring 
them to The George at 
6pm on Friday 15 April, 

ready for judging.
The club will hold a prize-giving at approx. 1.30pm and then in the evening they 

will hold their dinner and dance at Draycott Village Hall, where the main club awards 
will be presented.
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CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

(370)

Mill Batch Farm  Bristol Road
Highbridge  TA9 4JN

Tel: 07469 921261

Vintage and Reclaimed Furniture and Home Accessories
w  w  w . i  n  d  i  g  o  s  p  r  o  u  t . c  o . u  k

(715)
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 Based in Somerset

FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION CONTACT
LISA ANDERSON Chartered Financial Planner:
T: 07776 300 265 E: lisaanderson@mycontinuum.co.uk

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY  T: +44 (0)345 643 0770  
E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk  www.mycontinuum.co.uk  
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth,
PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 

  

MORTGAGES           LIFE INSURANCE           SAVINGS           INVESTMENTS          PENSIONS         ESTATE PLANNING

A COMPLETE FINANCIAL
PLANNING EXPERIENCE

(703)

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
             Wedmore Village

    Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell. 
07376648835 claireosteopathy@gmail.com 

 Physical Therapy, Sports Massage and Personal Training 
07747798508 www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

PILATES CLASSES STARTING ON WEDNESDAYS WITH 
Women’s Health Physiotherapist Roberta Bass 

Pelvic health, Pre and Post Natal Pain, Menopausal Health 
07862620259 www.robertabasswhphysio.co.uk 

Hypnotherapy with Tamsin Denbigh 
07917786251 hello@tamsindenbighhypnotherapy.com 

 jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk   fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic  
 The Cottage @ The George Inn,  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

(681)
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Theale Show Quiz – Saturday 30 April at 7.30pm
We are keen to re-start our social events in Theale. Now we are able to meet in person 
we have decided to re-schedule our Quiz to a ‘live’ event 
in Theale Village Hall on Saturday 30 April at 7.30pm. 
We will have a licensed bar, but your ticket price of £5.00 
per person will include a Ploughman’s Supper. Do come 
and join us for our first fun evening of the year! If you are 
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a ready-formed team, that’s great, but if not, we will find you friends to join to make a 
team. (at least four and a maximum of six people to form a team) Please contact Cathy 
Butterworth cb@theconsultant.org 01934 712775 by 19 April to book your place.

Wedmore Good Neighbours – Here to Help!
The Wedmore Good Neighbours Group has been 
operating for over a year and has become a well-
established part of the local community. The very 
first AGM was held on 22 February via Zoom. The 
Management Committee took the opportunity to 
say a massive THANK YOU to all the volunteers 
who have selflessly given their time and effort to 
provide good neighbourly assistance.

Over the last year our volunteers have been primarily occupied with providing lifts 
for those who were finding it difficult to attend medical and vaccination appointments. 
Looking ahead we expect that demand for such services will continue. We are also 
responding to the changing Covid situation - as restrictions have lifted, local clubs 
and societies have begun meeting again. If you would like a lift to and from such a 
get-together, we can probably find a volunteer to oblige.

Our volunteers are also available to help in a number of other ways. As we move 
into spring you might have some light work that needs doing in the garden. If you are 
unwell and have a dog that needs walking then give us a call. Got some rubbish that 
needs taking to the local recycling centre – we can probably manage that too. Perhaps 
you are unable to get out of the house for some reason but need something from 
the local shops or chemist? Volunteers can also help with writing letters and filling 
forms, including helping with simple tasks that need completing online. Last but not 
least you might just want some company over a cuppa? The group can handle a wide 
variety of requests – but occasionally has to decline simply because the insurance 
policy does not cover every circumstance.

Whatever your request please call 01934 806299 and leave a message - a volunteer 
will reply within 24 hours. Please note that we’re not part of social services, or an 
emergency service…we’re just good neighbours!

Wedmore Good Neighbours is operated by volunteers and has received some 
start-up funding from Sedgemoor District Council and the Somerset Community 
Foundation. It’s free to use but the group does have running costs – insurance, petrol 
expenses, as well as vetting and training of volunteers. So, if you do use the service 
and want to make a small donation, this is always very welcome!

If you’d like more detailed information about the group and how it operates visit 
the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing website – www.whawb.co.uk/gns/

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and with the support of 
Wedmore Parish Council here is this month’s item relating to our health and wellbeing.

Health – Global and Local
Throughout the year there are a number of special days or weeks when we are 
prompted to remember or fund-raise or celebrate particular health-related themes. 
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(712)

Nethercott 
Nurseries

CHEDDAR ROAD, CLEWER

Fresh vegetables, fruit & flowers 
Seeds, compost, perennials plants 
Bouquets and floral arrangements 

Local delivery  

Opening Times 
Monday to Friday 9:00-17:00 

Saturday 9:00-13:00  
01934 742881 

nethercoAclewer@gmail.com

(026)

Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)(713)



14 April 2022

C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

(388)

(407)
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Some are more well-known than others. Here are a few for April from the serious to 
the frivolous, to provoke some thinking!

World Health Day – 7 April
Over the last two years we have heard more about 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) than ever 
before. WHO declared the outbreak of Covid-19 a 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern 
on 30 January 2020, and a pandemic on 11 March 
2020. Since then, it has overseen research and 
development of all aspects of the disease, to support 
countries in their actions. However, WHO has been 
engaged in many different programmes of work 
since its formation on 7 April 1948, as a specialised 
agency of the United Nations. WHO’s core aim is to 
‘Work for better health for everyone, everywhere’. 
Globally, life expectancy has increased by 25 years 
since 1950. In 2016, 6 million fewer children died 
before they reached their fifth birthday than in 1990. 
Smallpox has been defeated and polio is on the verge of eradication. Many countries 
have successfully eliminated measles, malaria and debilitating tropical diseases. So 
there is much to celebrate on 7 April this year. For 2022 WHO has set a theme of: 
‘Our planet, our health’. WHO will focus global attention on the interconnectedness 
between the planet and our health. To find more information on the World Health 
Organisation and the World Health Day go to their website. www.who.int

International Carrot Day – 4 April
Who knew there was a day to celebrate the humble 
carrot! We certainly eat a lot of them in the UK, 
with the carrot being second to the potato as the 
most loved vegetable (according to Yahoo News). 
With so many being eaten it would be good to know 
that carrots are a good source of essential elements 
of nutrition. Perhaps some of us have been told 
that they help us to see in the dark. This myth was 
propaganda used by the Royal Air Force during the 
Second World War to explain why their pilots had 
improved success during night air battles, but it was actually used to disguise advances 
in radar technology and the use of red lights on instrument panels. Wikipedia has 
more information. However, there is a reason that this myth was believed. Carrots 
contain beta carotene and this is used to produce Vitamin A in our bodies. According 
to information on the NHS website about vitamins and minerals, Vitamin A is essential 
for eye health, in particular to produce the pigments at the back of the eye and to 
help us see in dim light. Vitamin A is essential in keeping our immune system in good 
order (an advantage in the last two years) and also good for the skin.



16 April 2022

Day of the Mushroom – 16 April
And another surprise – there’s a Day of the Mushroom! At one time a mushroom 
just meant the round white button version, but now there are many types, with exotic 
names eg – crimini, maitake, enoki. Mushrooms are fungi and not vegetables and 
have some real health benefits. They are a good source of Vitamin D, also reputed to 
be good for our immune system. When they are grown, exposed to ultraviolet (UV) 
radiation, either from sunlight or a UV lamp, mushrooms increase their concentration 
of vitamin D. In fact, according to BBC Good Food, you can even increase the amount 
of Vitamin D by leaving mushrooms out on the counter in direct sunlight for 15-120 
minutes. They also contain Vitamin B, of which there are many types, with a range 
of health benefits, including heart health and helping our bodies use the food we eat 
to produce energy, according to the NHS. Mushrooms are low in calories but high 
in taste and also contain some protein. For more information go to The Mushroom 
Council website and BBC Good Food website.

Conclusion
So, in April perhaps we should celebrate improvements in global health, but also 
improve our own health with plenty of carrots and mushrooms!

For easy links to all the websites mentioned please go to our own Health and 
Wellbeing website www.whawb.co.uk and go to the Wedmore News item for April 2022.

Cathy Butterworth, Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project 
01934 712775 / 07768 960105, cb@theconsultant.org

Wedmore Footpaths and Rights of Way
‘You need to get out more’ you are told, if you are inclined to go on about a particular 
hobby. My favourite pastime involves getting out more and I’m about to enthuse about it.

One of the nicest things about this country, in my opinion, is our network of 
footpaths and rights of way, as well as the Ordnance Survey maps that show us 
our options. Finding new routes and looking at familiar sights from a new aspect 
is my idea of an adventure. Walking is so restorative and observing nature and our 
environment has been shown to be good for our minds, bodies and spirits, especially 
during lockdown.

I have been a regular walker for years and belong to an informal local walking 
group so have a reasonable experience of the footpaths in this part of the county and 
elsewhere. In Wedmore, Shaun Thorogood, the parish pathways liaison officer, worked 
with the Rights of Way team to identify and prioritise the repair and replacement of 
dangerous stiles to the new more user-friendly kissing gates you’ll see more often - no 
more struggling over wonky poorly maintained stiles and no need to unhitch the dog. 
Those leading from Danes Lea to Snipefield Lane have been particularly welcome. 
Elsewhere however, many stiles are in a poor, not to say dangerous condition. They 
have been left to deteriorate and crossing them feels risky.

Understandably perhaps, some landowners are apprehensive about walkers on 
their land. Most serious walkers are responsible and would not dream of trespassing 
or damaging fields and fences. Sometimes poor signage may involve deviating from 
the marked way in order to find the way out of a field, as I have had to do occasionally. 
This is frustrating for everybody.
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FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

Interior and Exterior 
Painting & Decorating.

Garden Landscape & Maintenance.
Fencing & Decking.

Call Nick for a quote on
01278 786363 or 07522 531272

email - insideoutsidepainting@outlook.com
www.insideoutpainting.co.uk

(694)(711)
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RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)
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Ordnance Survey maps show a wonderful history of rights of way forged 
over centuries and it our right and our privilege to use them. With rights come 
responsibilities and walkers must ensure they obey the countryside code; being aware 
of stock in fields, keeping dogs under close control and clearing up after them, sticking 
to the designated footpath, closing gates, etc. However, as users of these routes, we 
are reasonably entitled not to risk life and limb attempting wobbly and awkward stiles 
or having routes obstructed by fences, barbed wire or crops barring the way.

It is possible to ‘adopt’ footpaths via Martin Cooper at Somerset County Council. 
Your duties will be to monitor your footpath(s) regularly and using secateurs only, (not 
flame throwers), cut back any overhanging vegetation. You can report any difficulties 
you find on an interactive map. Here is the link:

www.volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/rights-of-way-volunteer/
This is a lovely part of the country and we have access to unique areas - the 

moorlands, the Mendips. We must value them and what better way of showing our 
appreciation than walking through them, marvelling at how very lucky we are?

Kate Bullock

Wedmore Village Hall – Update Following Recent Storms
I’m sure many of you will have observed that the Village Hall took quite a battering 
from Storms Dudley, Eunice and Franklin. Eunice brought down a few tiles into the 
car park but more damaging was the fact that it also displaced many more tiles leaving 
a danger of several more tiles falling, so urgent repairs were required. Meanwhile, the 
gaps the displaced tiles left allowed the wind to build up pressure in the roof space 
that sent part of the interior roof of the Hall crashing to the floor narrowly missing 
people setting up the ‘Have your say’ session to be run by the Parish Council.

A roofer was brought in to make a temporary fix in order to make the external 
roof watertight, but then Franklin hit! More tiles were brought down and, with the 
damage internally, we had no choice other than to close the Hall pending a survey to 
ensure the rest of the roof internally and externally was secure.

The decision was taken that, as this was not the first time we had had problems with 
that west facing slant of the roof, we would engage a roofer to renew that whole roof 
with new felting, battens and very many new tiles. The tiles incidentally are quite hard 
to obtain as they appear to be unique to this area and we understand were originally 
manufactured in Burnham! A search of local reclamation centres was undertaken 
successfully for replacements. We were lucky to find a Bristol-based roofer who was 
able to undertake the work immediately by delaying another job. Consequently, the 
roof was redone and the Hall only closed for a week. Happily, the Tuesday Club were 
still able to function as their activities do not involve the Main Hall side of the Hall 
and they access the Small Hall via the carpark.

At the same time, a local surveyor was able to come in and assess the safety of the 
internal roof and declared the Hall safe to reopen for use. We are, of course, pursuing 
a claim with our insurers.

My thanks to all involved in getting this work carried out so promptly and with 
such little disruption to the community.

Simon Tomes, Chair WVHMC
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Peter Small
I would like to say a huge thank you from the family of Peter Charles Small, who 
passed away on 12 December last, for the many cards, letters, cakes, soup and meals 
so generously given to us in our hour of need.

We received so much love, support and kindness, which has meant so much – 
thank you.

Motor Neurone Disease is such a devastating, cruel disease that took away Peter’s 
independence so rapidly. All the love and laughter given so freely helped us to get 
through the short time Peter had since contracting this insidious disease. For this a 
huge thank you once again.

A date for your diaries. The Peter Small Memorial Garden Party.
You are invited to join us on Saturday 11 June in the garden at Highbury Barn, 

Stoughton for a cream tea and glass of prosecco in aid of Weston Hospicecare, where 
Peter spent the last few weeks of his life. We are holding this charity event on Peter’s 
birthday to show our appreciation for the outstanding care shown to Peter and to us 
his family.

There are no words big enough to thank the Staff at the Hospice.
We hope you are able to come.

Matty Small

Easter Cassata in Sicily
‘Sad is the one who does not eat cassata on Easter morning.’ Sicilian Proverb.
About fifteen years ago I had the pleasure of messing about on a trip 
in my boat at Easter time in Messina, Sicily, when I was halfway on a 
voyage from Spain to Turkey. If you have a map handy, it’s the narrow 
passage between the ‘boot’ of Italy and the ‘ball’ of Sicily - at least 
that’s how I remembered where it was as a schoolboy. Those who 
know that part of the world will be familiar with its ancient association 
with the Greek myth by Homer, as the place where Odysseus had to 
make the choice of the lesser of two dangers.

According to Homer’s story the narrow straits of Messina are the home of two 
sea monsters: Scylla on the Italian mainland side, represented as a shoal of rocks and 
Charybdis on the Sicilian side, where a powerful whirlpool lay in wait to shipwreck the 
adventurer. To avoid the one, he would unavoidably encounter the other and he chose 
Scylla with the loss of a few good men, while saving his boat to continue his Odyssey.

I’m happy to say that while my experience of passing through the Straits of Messina 
consisted of an idyllic Sunday afternoon sail in brilliant sunlight and a gentle breeze, 
the moral of the Greek myth was not lost on me.

There are times in life when it seems we have to make a choice between what 
feels like the ‘lesser of two evils.’ Whichever option we choose there will be a price 
to pay – a loss of something we hold dear – a compromise that comes with the cost 
of something we treasure. This can leave us feeling a sense of grief as well as joy and 
therein is also the paradox of Easter.
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Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)

(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

(524)
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BOX 3     £ 25.00 
 

1 lb Pork Sausages 
1 lb Back Bacon 
1 lb Minced Beef 

4 Belly Slices 
4 Chicken Fillets 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 4     £45.00 
 

1 lb Pork Sausages 
1 lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
4 lb Chicken 

2 lb Minced Beef 
4 Pork Chops 

4 Chicken Fillets 

 
 

All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

Tel     01934 712311 (221)

(599)

 

Lifts - medical appointments 
& club meetings 

Errands - local shops &  
chemist 

Dog walking, light household  
tasks, company over a cuppa 

01934 806299  
Leave a message  

A volunteer will reply 
within 24 hours 

(697)
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Good Friday is followed Easter Sunday, and it mirrors the human condition which 
is that joy is often accompanied by pain. It seems to be the unavoidable nature of the 
choices we make through life.

The pain I was feeling that Easter was the separation from my family. I was loving 
my voyage but desperately missing my family and I tried to pass Easter Sunday by 
distracting myself by giving the boat a spring clean in the harbour at Messina. It was 
then as if out of nowhere two children with their mother arrived at the dockside 
carrying something that looked particularly delicious to eat.

‘Where are your family?’ asked the mother. I explained I was on a personal Odyssey 
and my family was many miles away.

‘You must be sad’ said the small boy as his sister handed me a piece of scrumptious 
looking ‘cake’.

‘It’s called cassata’, explained the mother. ‘You can’t be sad if you eat cassata 
on Easter Sunday, it’s the end of Lent.’ She smiled hoping it would cheer me up. I 
was deeply moved as I tucked into the liqueur-soaked sponge cake, with layers of 
sweetened ricotta, pistachio-tinted marzipan, white glaze, and colourful candied fruit.

My smile with a mouth full of cassata said it all, and the children laughed as they 
went to join their family and shouted back at me, ‘Happy Easter, Odysseus’, before 
I could even thank them for their kind generosity.

Colm Holland is a local Analytical Psychotherapist and Publishing Consultant.
You can contact Colm at colmholland.com/contact

©ColmHolland 2022. Reproduced with permission. All rights reserved.

Vanity Bear
Instantly I must apologise to William Thackery (author of the classic novel ‘Vanity 
Fair’) for the above title. I remembered that his sub-title for this iconic story was 
‘A Novel without a Hero’. I thought the phrase echoed my sentiments below. I am 
further comforted in my use of this title for my piece, by the knowledge that Thackery 
‘borrowed’ the phrase ‘Vanity Fair’ from John Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’, first 
published in 1678. In that work, ‘Vanity Fair’ refers to a stop along the pilgrim’s route 
- a never-ending fair held in a town called Vanity - which Bunyan used to represent 
man’s sinful attachment to worldly things.

Which neatly leads me on to the subject of my tirade, Vladimir Putin, President 
of Russia.

As with many of you I have been following and listening to the recent news 
concerning the threatening crisis between Russia and Ukraine. When a former KGB 
officer became Russia’s president more than two decades ago, the one question 
everyone in the West seemed to be asking was: ‘Who is Mr Putin?’ Today the question 
has changed to: ‘What is Mr Putin planning?’

I believe the present crisis is not about Russia and its people. It is about Putin, his 
pride and the small circle of old ‘Cold War’ USSR elitists around him, who dominate 
Russia at this present time.

The average Russian citizen has little appetite for a full-scale war with Ukraine 
or a military confrontation with the West. The real concerns of the Russian people 



24 April 2022

are connected to social and economic problems and the feeling on the ground is that 
Putin is unlikely to win any favours or kudos if he invades Ukraine.

In my view, Putin is obsessed with his historical legacy. History is one of the few 
things he reads. When he meets historians, he asks them, `How are they going to be 
writing about me in 100 years time?` The last thing he wants is for his legacy in the 
history books to be the Russian leader who lost Ukraine, the President who rolled 
over and let NATO and the West have their way.

I believe Putin thinks that this is his big chance to stand up for Russia. To revive 
the old and infamous ‘Soviet Union’ (USSR) lost reputation, but now history, as the 
dominant World leader. To make sure that Russia asserts its real place in the world, 
Putin wants to force the West to acknowledge that situation – and, this is the vanity 
and futility of it all - in the process, gets him into the history books.

However, even if Vladimir Putin decides not to invade Ukraine, that might not 
mean he’ll end the crisis peacefully or diplomatically. The Russian president has 
another card he might play—a contrived and brutal move that could end the standoff 
to his advantage.

Putin’s main goal in his strategy is to further obstruct Ukraine’s already-forlorn 
prospects for membership in NATO. His ‘clever plan’ would be to move thousands 
of troops, tanks and other weapons into the two provinces (Donetsk and Luhansk), 
of Ukraine’s South Eastern Donbas region (which are occupied by armed pro-Russia 
separatists and run as independent states), at the ‘request’ of their ‘Russian friendly 
leaders’, to defend their people from (a yet unknown) Ukrainian assault. Thus, creating 
the semblance of a Ukraine with a volatile border problem.

But Putin should be wary. He may have forgotten his history.
The Ukrainian people are led by a strong and determined leader with a well-armed 

and trained army. If President Putin is such a well-read historian, he should be minded 
to recall what happened in Ukraine during World War II, when the Germans invaded 
and they faced the small by extremely effective mobilised Partisan resistance.

I cannot imagine, despite all his ‘Cossack sabre rattling’, that he is prepared to 
risk such an invasion with the consequential dire loss of life as well as an inevitable 
fall in his popularity with the Russian people.

Notwithstanding, in my experience, any situation where you have tensions, a very 
poisonous political atmosphere can quickly develop and escalate out of control. If, as 
in the present crisis with Russia and Ukraine and NATO, you have substantial military 
activities, on the ground, in the air and the sea, there are potential risks something 
can go wrong. Military history is littered with mistakes which are inevitably costly and 
can quickly lead to a conflict no-one really wants.

So, what is likely to be the ‘end-game’?
In any confrontation all parties must endeavour to leave the arena with a feeling 

that they have not been beaten. A political ‘win-win’. Putin needs to return as a ‘hero’ 
to his people to save his face. Nothing less will do for his ego.

We need to reassure Putin, without giving away things that we shouldn’t be giving 
away. We cannot, for example, actually say Ukraine will no longer be allowed to join 
NATO, even though, if we’re honest, Ukraine is not going to join NATO for at least 
another decade. But perhaps what we can do is to say to him -
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07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Sunlit Solar has been providing clean, green 
energy across the South West since 2003 and 
is committed to working with Green Wedmore 
to help achieve their zero carbon goal for the 
parish. Discounted solar packages for residents 
of Wedmore parish which represent more than 
10% saving on typical prices available, please get 
in touch for an information pack.

DISCOUNTED SOLAR PACKAGES 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS

(642)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)

B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)
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LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)
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‘Look President Putin, we will guarantee that we will not put NATO troops or any 
security establishments on Ukrainian soil. Ukraine might come under the NATO’s 
umbrella of defence, but in peacetime, at least you’re not going to have to worry about 
that. Now will you please back off and take all your troops and their weapons home.’

But then again – perhaps it’s all just a bit too late for diplomacy to persuade Putin 
to desist from his egotistical crusade.

Jeff White – The Galloping Major

The Green UPVC Door Mystery
Through the small chinks of frosted glass, set in a green UPVC frame, I could just 
about make out a figure emerging from a side room, like a carnival mirror, their shape 
and form seemed to change and contort.

They became larger and larger until I heard a key turn in the lock and the door 
handle moved slowly downward.

I had set off in the car from Wedmore an hour before to meet Cyril*, a clergy 
colleague. Because of the pandemic, we had never met in person, and only 
communicated by email. At last, we decided to meet for a cup of tea and a chat. As I 
trundled off the busy Cheddar road, towards Cocklake, and followed the delightfully 
scenic route that cuts its way through the heart of the moors, I began to ponder what 
my colleague might look like.

My brain immediately conjured images of Ron Moody playing Fagin in the musical 
Oliver! And for the next few minutes I desperately tried to get rid of the thought of 
being welcomed into the home of an elderly gentleman to the strains of ‘You’ve Got 
to Pick a Pocket or Two.’

After several minutes searching, a kindly dog walker directed me, saying the vicar 
lives at the house with the ‘green UPVC front door’.

So, as the ‘green UPVC front door’ opened I was greeted by a jolly looking old 
man with a little beard, who said he had been looking forward to my visit and ushered 
me into his front room. A part of my brain struck up a chorus of ‘You’ve Got to Pick 
a Pocket or Two’ but was swiftly silenced.

After half an hour of tea and homemade cake, I asked him more about why he 
became a priest. No sooner had I asked this question when a quizzical look spread 
across his face.

‘Oh, I’m not a priest, I’m no-where near holy enough for that,’ he said with a laugh, 
‘but do you mind if I ask you something?’

‘Yes, certainly’ I replied
‘Who are you?!’
‘Who am I?’ I said, ‘You mean I’ve been in your house for almost 30 minutes, used 

the loo, had a cup of tea, a slice of cake – and you don’t know who I am?
‘Well, I didn’t like to ask,’ he said, ‘because you seemed to know me’
‘So, you’re not Cyril?
‘No, I’m Colin Ferguson*, I’m new to the area, my wife died a few months ago, 

I’ve been very lonely, and I rang Rev. Cyril for a chat.’
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He then began to laugh rather loudly as I explained the whole thing. Looking at 
the photo of his late wife on the mantelpiece, he wiped a tear from his eye and said, 
‘It’s better than fiction Christine, eh?’

As he did so, I was reminded again about the difference between presumption 
and assumption.

How hilarious it can be, or not, when we suppose something based on flimsy 
evidence, or worse still, when we suppose something randomly without any reason. 
What we assume and presume can, for better or for worse, shape our lives and how 
we live.

After a few more minutes of talking, he directed me to a house on the opposite 
side of the close, which also had a green door. I knocked on it and was surprised to 
be greeted by a smart looking young man, in his late 40s.

‘I’ve been expecting you Mr Healey!’
Apologising for being late, I said, ‘You’ll never believe what has just happened 

to me…
*Any names have been changed to protect the identity of any individuals concerned.

Rev. Sam Healey, 
Curate for the Isle of Wedmore Benefice

Coming Soon
St Mary’s Church Tower Tours – Monday 2 May from 10 am
On Bank Holiday Monday, the best view in Somerset from the top of the tower of 
St Mary’s Church.

£6.00 per person (including tea and cake).
Reservations needed to be assured of a climb. (Climbers must be aged 8 and over.)
Contact 07984 924432 or email dahopkins@aol.com

Coffee Morning for Cancer Research UK – Monday 2 May
Coffee morning for Cancer Research UK will be at Stook House Farm, Littlemoor 
Road, Mark, Highbridge TA9 4NL on May Day Bank Holiday Monday, 2 May 10-12. 
Plants, crafts, cakes, raffle etc. £2.50 for coffee and cake.

Wedmore Arts Festival 6 – 14 May 2022: What’s In It For Me?
Is there an art exhibition with actual pictures?

Yes
Is there classical music?

Yes
What about rock and pop?

Yes and Yes
Any singing?

Plenty
I bet there’s no dancing.
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(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

(387)
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““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 
If you think your life could be better, you’re right, it can! 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias   
Panic attacks - Weight management 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

Wedmore Surgery   
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe 

Cowan House, Weston Super Mare 

WWW.MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

07887902557 
Life is too short to be burdened with anxiety

(647)
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Oh yes there is
And drama?

All sorts – backstage, behind the camera, on the stage, even in a car park…
Well actually I’d prefer to watch a film.

We’ve got one of those too.
Comedy?

Funny you should mention that
But is there a doctor in the house?

A doctor, a newspaperman, two poets (at least), a harpist, a crotchety king – and 
undoubtedly a drunken sailor

From Friday 6 May through to Saturday 14 May there will be something happening 
in Wedmore to tickle your fancy – whoever you are!

The full programme can be found on the website and is also available in our eye-
catching brochures. Tickets for Friends (It’s not too late to join on the website) on 
sale from Tuesday 5 April. Public booking starts on 12 April. Tickets available from 
Wedmore Village Store or online via www.wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Big Jubilee Lunch at Wedmore – Sunday 5 June
By now most of you know that The Borough will be closed between 12 and 4pm on 
Sunday 5 June for everyone to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a picnic, 
a pizza and your winning pudding, obviously! Sunshine is booked for the day. As are 
tables and chairs, but if you have your own portable tables, chairs, picnic baskets then 
please polish them up so they are fit for a queen and join the lunch.

Our Queen is the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee so that 
must be a good reason for a party! Four days of celebrations are planned throughout 
Wedmore culminating in the Big Lunch in The Borough. We’re aiming for a good 
old-fashioned feel and welcome all ideas to help the celebration go with a swing.

 And we need your help! Do you know local residents who may have stories, 
photographs or memorabilia from the Coronation? We’re hoping that some of 
you will have memories of the actual day that you are willing to share. A lady was 
telling me that she was only three years old and she clearly recalls being bought a 
new stripey dress especially for the day! We are aiming to make new memories for 
three-year-olds of today and we would love to take the opportunity to share those 
old memories too. If you can help, please either give me a call Jan - 01934 712617 or 
email wedmorejubilee@gmail.com

Henton Village Fete – Saturday 2 July
Please note the date.

Wedmore Theatre Hosts Bristol Old Vic Theatre School – Friday 8 July
On Friday 8 July we welcome back the students 
of Bristol Old Vic Theatre School who this 
year will be touring in the West Country their 
production of ‘Vanity Fair’. Their productions 
are always energetic and stunning so we can’t 
wait to see them again after far too long a break.
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More information can be found on our website http://wedmoretheatre.com/ where 
you can also book tickets.

Wedmore 40 30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 10 July
Raising money for Weston Hospicecare and The Friends of St. Mary’s.

The 5th year, and upwards of 350 riders expected.
• Fun Ride: For all the family - 12 miles

• Short Route: Ride the Levels - 30 miles

• Medium Route: For the hill climbers - 40 miles

• Long Route: For a bigger challenge - 70 miles

Registration now open. Scan the QR code or go to 
westonhospicecare.org.uk/event/Wedmore-40-30

Contact David Hopkins 07984 924432/dahopkins@aol.com

Wedmore Harvest Home – Saturday 20 August
We are pleased to announce that  this  year ’s 
event will be held on Saturday 20 August 2022. 
The event will follow its usual course. It will begin with 
the traditional harvest service in the borough, followed by 
crowning of the King, Queen, Prince and Princess. Then 
moving on to our procession of fancy dress (don’t forget 
the dogs and horses), floats and classic vehicles which will 
then move around the village towards the playing fields. 
This is followed by a harvest lunch for adults (16+). Live 
music from 3pm. Children’s tea and entertainment from 

4pm, and evening of live music and dancing from 8pm.
Ticket prices will be as follows:
Lunch: (The traditional all you can eat main course, including meats and salads, 

dessert / cheese and biscuits with wine, beer and cider included.) - £30 per person
Children’s Tea: £4 per person in advance. £5 per person on the door.
Evening Tickets: Headline act is The Leylines with supporting bands and DJ. - 

£15 per person
Please contact Arthur Gadd – 713063 - for ticket enquiries.
The well-stocked bar will be open all day serving beers, wine, soft drinks and spirits. 

This year we hope to have contactless card payment systems at both the caravan and 
the bar. We will also be accepting cash.

We are also pleased to announce that our new website is now live! All information 
will be kept up to date so keep an eye out for updates.

www.wedmoreharvesthome.co.uk
We also have our instagram account, follow us @wedmoreharvesthome
We look forward to seeing you all there!!!

Tom and The Harvest Home Committee
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Reports and Society Updates
Isle of Wedmore Society – Report of February Meeting
Although not as large an audience as the January meeting, 
22 members and 9 visitors (3 of whom have joined the 
Society) attended our 24 February meeting to hear Suzie 
Ladbrooke, a Rail Tour Guide, give us some amusing and 
interesting stories of her experiences in this role.

Her talk was entitled ‘Travels with my Trains’ (but she 
was quick to say she did not actually own the trains!) with 
tours both abroad and in the United Kingdom. Employed by the travel firm, Great 
Rail Journeys, her groups varied in size from around 10 to 45 people. Interestingly, 
before each trip, she had to ring every participant and we were told about some of the 
strange queries she was asked to answer before the trip had actually started.

Although most holidays proceeded without incident, there were some nightmares. 
One continually being the Gard du Nord railway station in Paris which all Tour Guides 
dreaded to have to pass through due to its rather shambolic method of operation. 
(‘The gate to our coach is down this passage, oh dear, it is locked as the employee 
has gone for his lunch break’).

Then there was the start of tour problems (‘My wife has just broken her leg and is 
in a wheelchair but determined to come’). Where is our Paris to Italy train? (‘There 
isn’t one today as the railways workers have just gone on strike.’).

Overall though, Suzie said she thoroughly enjoys her work (‘and I haven’t lost a 
client yet!’) and is looking forward to continuing. Interestingly. Covid had seen a surge 
in UK rail holidays but the Continent was now opening up again.

Ian Tomes

Wedmore Young Farmers Club
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Well done to Wedmore YFC for 
winning the Somerset County 
Pantomime f inal  wi th  their 
performance of Jack and the 
Ogre. The club performed at their 
Cheese and Wine at Mark Village 
Hall before moving on to Weston 
Playhouse on 6 February to take on 
clubs from West Group and Polden 
Hills. The Wedmore Pantomime, 
which is mainly members who are 
under 18, came out on top on the day 
and will now move on to the South 
West Final on Sunday 6 March which 
is also at Weston Playhouse.

Well done also to Georgie 
Seymour who was awarded best 
actress and to Megan Hatch who 
won junior member of the year. 
Megan will also go on to represent 
Somerset in the South West Final 

which will be held at South West Activities Weekend in Weston Super Mare.

Wedmore in Bloom
Last year we delivered a gift of sunflower seeds to houses around the 
village and Wedmore First School, as we felt we wanted to add a little 
brightness after a tough year for everyone.

The sunflowers were so well received that we decided to do the 
same this year, and have delivered nasturtium seeds (with growing 
instructions) to all the houses around the village and to the First School. We chose 
nasturtiums because they are bee friendly, edible and fun to grow! The variety is Jewel 
Cherry Rose and will grow as compact plants for borders or containers.

We hope you will have fun growing them and look forward to seeing 
photos of the nasturtiums on the Wedmore Matters Facebook group or sent to 
wedmoreinbloom@gmail.com
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Mr Punch’s Folk Club – Fridays 15 and 29 April
8pm open mic, hopefully live, in Theale Village Hall. £2, bring your own refreshments. 
To check details tel 01934 712144.

Theale Film Club – Sunday 24 April
At 7pm. For details, please tel 01934 712144.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Thursday 28 April
Our April meeting will take place in the Wedmore Masonic 
Hall at 7.30pm. The speakers will be PCSO Steve Hemmett and 
Supervisor James Brunt. They will describe the organisation 
and remit of the Police Community Support Officer within the 
Neighbourhood Policing Team. Members free, Visitors £4 with 
free tea/coffee afterwards. Contact Ian Tomes on 01934 710390.’

Green Wedmore
These are disconcerting times. Let’s all do as much as we can 
together, take advantage of our access to nature, enjoy the fresh 
air, be united and convivial, take action to achieve a greener 
Wedmore and do the best for our local community. Join us:

www.greenwedmore.co.uk and see and like our Facebook page.

Freecycle
Put Sunday 3 April at 10am in your diaries. Your next opportunity to de-clutter and 
give unwanted things a second life.

Wedmore Solar 1000
Now 22 photovoltaic installations taking advantage of Sunlit Solar’s special Wedmore 
offer and more in the pipeline. Add your home to the now upwards of 175 photovoltaic 
installations in the village. A big shout out to the guys at Sunlit Solar/Rogers 
Electricians for all they do for our community

The Big Tidy Up
Watch out for the next Tidy Up in the late autumn once the roadside growth has died 
down. Blackford are now on board, and thanks to the support of Thatchers Cider, we 
are well equipped for the future
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Repair Café
Probably on the last Saturday in November but we need some fresh blood to lead the 
team. The ship and crew are ready, but we could do with a new hand on the tiller. Is it you?

Wild for Wildlife in Wedmore
Have you ‘marked’ your garden yet? Help us make Wedmore as wildlife and carbon 
friendly as possible ……. garden by garden.

Email dahopkins@aol.com for the form.

Somerset Food Trail 2022
Put 15 to 24 July in your diaries. There will be 14 venues in the Wedmore cluster … and 
other clusters all over the county allowing us to celebrate local, decently produced food 
and drink. Watch out for the maps, leaflets, and on-line info in the months to come.

Community Supported Agriculture Schemes
Around the county there are now many schemes bringing food production as close to 
home as possible. If you are interested, please contact us to help look at best practice 
elsewhere and gather ideas for this exciting Wedmore venture.

If you are visiting Wrington or Castle Cary, find a moment to visit their refill shops. 
Something similar is also a gleam in Green Wedmore’s eye.

Contact David Hopkins …. dahopkins@aol.com

Worthington Woods Food Forest
Thanks to the Parish 
Council for mowing 
the main paths and to 
everyone who helped 
with the March work 
parties.

On Saturday  5 
March,  35 people 
t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e 
Worthington Woods 
work party - mulching, 
making raised beds, 
compost bins, bug 

hotels and taming brambles. The Food Forest is entering its next phase and, in the 
years to come, this previously unloved and derelict land is going to become something 
really special and a real village asset.

The First School
Green Wedmore are working with the school’s Green Council to help arrange class-by-
class visits to Worthington Woods Food Forest, debates, assemblies, and the school’s 
route towards becoming net-zero carbon school.

Green Wedmore leaflet and Refreshed Website
Our new leaflet explaining what we are all about and how you can help is ready. A 
new website is also in preparation
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Rachel Badrick
Sales Progressor

Lisa Cope
Sales Advisor

lodestoneproperty.co.uk

THE WELLS TRIO
MAKING HOMES HAPPEN

With houses selling fast and with rural house prices 
continuing to rise at three times the national rate*, now 

could be the time to sell or let.

Through our dedicated sales team, sales progressor, 
lettings manager, local specialist viewing agents and an 

online global reach of over 100,000 a month, we are well-
placed to help make your next home happen.

Please call our Wells offi  ce if you would like
further advice about the current market.

*Based on sale of property in the South West of England, Offi  ce for National Statistics — September 2021

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

shaftesbury@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01747 442577

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088

Rosa Clutterbuck
Lettings Manager

(706)

(611)

WEDMORE WEDMORE 
BED&BREAKFASTBED&BREAKFAST

2 LARGE DELUXE2 LARGE DELUXE
EN-SUITE TWIN /EN-SUITE TWIN /
DOUBLE ROOMSDOUBLE ROOMS

IN CENTRALIN CENTRAL
WEDMOREWEDMORE

TEL: 07557 912468TEL: 07557 912468

(585)
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1 - Fri Alfie Moore - It’s a Fair Cop  Wedmore VH

2 - Sat St Mary’s Church Coffee Morning 9.30 - 12 noon St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Consultation Weekend 12 noon - 4 pm St Mary’s Church

3 - Sun Freecycle Event 10.00am Cheddar Road Car Park 

St Mary’s Consultation Weekend 12 noon - 4 pm St Mary’s Church

5 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

The New Inn Open mic 8.00pm New Inn Wedmore

6 - Wed Blackford Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH 

Wedmore WI Colour and Wellbeing talk 7 - 9pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

9 - Sat WIB work party 9.30am outside The George 

Friends of Weston Hospice Fashion Show 2.30pm Wedmore Bowls Club 

12 -Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

Good Friday
15 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club - 01934 712144 for details 8pm Theale VH 

Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12 noon Theale VH

16 - Sat Young Farmers Annual Show 10am The George Hotel

Easter Day
17 - Sun Theale Film Club - 01934 712144 for details 

19 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

20 - Wed Club 50 talk on ‘My Life as a Tea Exporter’ 2.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

24 - Sun Theale Film Club  01934 712144 for details 7pm Theale VH

25 - Mon Green Wedmore meeting 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

26 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club w’ Jutta Blumenthal 7.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

28 - Thu Isle of Wedmore Society w’ PCSO Steve Hemmett  7.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

29 - Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club 01934 712144 for details 8pm Theale VH

30 - Sat Theale Show Quiz 7.30pm Theale VH

What’s On in the Parish April 2022
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS 

MONDAY 
Pilates 6.30pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 7.45pm Blackford VH   07977 362817 
Beavers 5.45 - 6.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 6.30pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Bridge Club 7.00pm via Zoom  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15 - 8.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Chair Yoga 10.00am Wedmore VH  Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am Little Lambs + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Lesley Nichols 01934 712045 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Music Matters 2.30pm via Zoom   mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30 - 7.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Pilates with Anna MacGregor 
 - beginner / general class 6.00 - 7.00pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 7.15 pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 

WEDNESDAY 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH  Tabitha 
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm via Zoom  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH   
Wedmore Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Nikki Pryn 07519 630365 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre +  bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Penny Wallace 07833 105418 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663

+Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish April 2022
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(709)

T: 01934 713714
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset

(345)
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E-Charging Points
There are now around 50 home E chargers around the village with more being added 
all the time. The next step is public chargers, and the Parish Council are looking at 
viable options at the village car park and at the playing fields car park. A commercial 
company is also looking at other sites with referrals from Green Wedmore potentially.

Wells Cathedral Sustainability Fair 27 October
Green Wedmore have been asked to take a stall at this event to demonstrate what 
can be done village by village throughout the county.

Wilder Churches
The diocese and Somerset Wildlife Trust have combined forces to make churchyards 
more wildlife friendly. Watch out for how we can help.

Parish Council Projects
A shout out to the Parish Councilors who do so much for our local environment by 
supporting new EV charging points, potential cycle routes, Adapting the Levels, 
Warmer Wedmore, our Green Charter, Worthington Woods, potential Street Lights 
re-assessment and much more.

It looks as though the village consultation ‘Have Your Say’ days will be on the 
weekend on 2/3 April. Please play your part by taking part.

Green Wedmore Meetings
On the last Monday of every month at St Mary’s at 7.30pm or at Worthington Woods 
Food Forest if the weather is good!

Come along to see how you can help.

Wedmore WI
It was eyes down for a full house when 
members enjoyed an unexpected game 
of bingo at the February meeting of 
Wedmore WI.

Speaker Clare Leakey explained there was method in her madness when she organised 
the game before her talk on a serious subject: Women and Problematic Gambling.

Clare – who was instrumental in getting Wedmore WI up and running again - works 
with GamCare, a charity which runs the National Gambling Helpline and helps people 
who are struggling with the impact of gambling on their lives.

Coincidentally, the human and financial costs of this addiction is a subject which 
has hit the headlines recently, with reports highlighting how the easy availability of 
online gambling has got more women hooked.

A counsellor, trainer and coach, Clare works with the NHS and the police, with 
those struggling with mental health and domestic abuse, and with directors of casinos 
on suicide prevention.

She described gambling as a hidden addiction – one that we can’t see or smell, 
unlike alcoholism for example; and it has been described as a silent epidemic.

‘If you’re sitting there thinking you don’t know anyone who gambles, that could 
change. The point of this evening is to make you aware that gambling is going on in 
case it touches your life at some stage,’ she told us.
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Clare stressed she wasn’t saying there was anything wrong with gambling: ‘It brings 
people together at the races and bingo halls. It’s part of our culture, whether we buy 
a Lottery Scratchcard or a raffle ticket. But there is a percentage of the population 
who are moderate to severe gamblers.’

In the UK almost one per cent of the population are considered to be problematic 
gamblers, while seven per cent are reported to be negatively affected by someone else’s 
gambling. GamCare focuses on those whose gambling is leading to harm including 
debt, mental health issues and relationship and family breakdowns.

Clare said: ‘If we looked at all addictions, from hoarding to heroin and everything 
in between, far more people have suicidal thoughts due to problematic gambling than 
any other addiction by far. I speak to those people and there are some really sad cases.

‘I speak to women with gambling addictions who have very high-powered jobs, who keep 
all the plates spinning and who say to me they just needed to switch off for 20 minutes a day.’

Others start gambling to escape domestic abuse – trying to win money so they can 
get away from their situation.

Clare showed how advertising attracts viewers to gambling sites and how the 
chemical dopamine is released into the brain during an activity such as gambling.

‘If you felt any sense of excitement during the bingo game then that was dopamine 
being triggered,’ she explained.

‘People get as much of a buzz from a near miss as they do from an actual win. 
If you are on a slot machine in an amusement arcade and you almost get the three 
cherries lined up, that’s all done to produce dopamine in the brain.’

Speaker Clare Leakey with bingo caller Sue James

Club50
On Wednesday 20 April, Michael Blandford will give a talk on his ‘Working Life as a Tea 
Exporter’, at the Masonic Hall. The talk will commence at 2.30 pm and will be followed by tea.

We are hoping to recommence coach outings from May. Details to follow.

Wedmore Gardening Club
After three lovely sunny and dry days we hope everyone managed to spend lots of 
that time outside in the sunshine. An ideal opportunity to catch up on lots of jobs in 
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the garden. Sadly, today it’s raining, but hey-ho we can’t have everything! We can, 
however, look forward to our next meeting on Tuesday 26 April when Jutta Blumenthal 
will be giving us lots of information on ‘Herbal Remedies from the 
Garden’, a subject I confess I know very little about.

Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month and begin at 7.30pm, so if you are new to the village, 
or indeed an established member, please come along to join our 
friendly and welcoming group.

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
At the latest draw on 2 March the lucky winners for the month were Donald and 
Phyllida Gaudoin, as well as Les Weedon.

Every ticket has been sold, so once again very many thanks to all our supporters 
who are much appreciated.

Wedmore Opera Goers
The following outings have been organised:

Sunday 25 September to see La Boheme at the Millenium Theatre in Cardiff. The 
cost will be £54 per person for the coach and the theatre. These seats are in the side 
raised stalls, not in the centre mid stalls where we usually sit.

Sunday 5 March 2023 to see The Magic Flute - the cost as above.
If you are interested in going, please contact Suzanne Metters 

(suzannemetters@hotmail.com)

Weather Report for February 2022
Location: Chestnut Farm, Snake Lane, Theale

Rainfall:
 Monthly total   58.8mm (2.3in)
 Long-term (28yr) February avg  62.1mm (2.4in)
 Wettest day (7th)  7.2mm  (0.3in) 

No of dry days  6 
Total for last 3 months (Dec - Feb)  162.1mm (6.4in)

 Year ending 31 February 2022  760.8mm (29.9in) 
Long-term annual average   861.0mm (33.9in)

Temperatures:
 Maximum (16th)  14.9  °C (58.8  °F)
 Minimum (10th)  -0.8  °C (30.6  °F) 

Number of air frosts  1 
Monthly average maximum   10.7 °C (51.3  °F)

 Long-term average maximum  12.7  °C (54.9  °F)
 Monthly average minimum  4.1  °C (39.3  °F)
 Long-term average minimum   -3.0  °C (26.6  °F)
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Comments:
Strong winds in the middle of the month from storms Eunice and Franklin caused 
some damage to trees and structures.

Observers:
Anne and Dave Bodley

Focus on Businesses
As life is getting back to normal (at least as far as Covid is concerned), I think it is time 
to restart the business feature. So, if you own a business in the Parish of Wedmore, 
or you live in the Parish and would like your business to be featured in the Wedmore 
News, please contact me by email at photoswedmorenews@gmail.com to arrange an 
interview. As a reminder, or for those of you who haven’t seen previous articles, the 
idea is to focus on the person(s) behind the business rather than just on the business 
itself. In other words, they are ‘people’ stories, not advertisements. (We’d like you to 
pay for those, please, as it is our only way of covering the printing costs!)

Liz Sweeney

Poets’ Corner
It’s Peaceful in My Garden

It’s peaceful in my garden 
Except for the buzzing of a bee 
A buzzard’s soaring overhead 
And a robin’s singing to me.

How lucky I am to sit amid 
Such lovely scented flowers 

Idly reading in my chair 
To while away the hours.

It hasn’t always been 
Such a lazy life 

Bring up a family 
And being a farmer’s wife.

But now I’ve reached the 80 plus 
I cherish every Spring 

And watch the flowers unfolding 
Oh! What pleasure they can bring.

Vera Banwell
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(602)

No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)

(657)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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MARVELLOUSLY FRESH WHOLE MILK, GENTLY PASTEURISED AT NEW GROVE FARM, BLACKFORD.

NON HOMOGENISED TO KEEP ITS DELICIOUS FLAVOUR AND FABULOUS NATURAL GOODNESS

LOOK OUT FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT – follow us on facebook and Instagram #coombesmicrodairy!

(674)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Reduce tiredness, stress or anxiety
Soothe pain, especially from arthritis
Alleviate ongoing medical conditions

Relief  during cancer treatments

Lift your mood with a feeling of  wellbeing

Or simply come in to be pampered and indulged in 
luxurious and relaxing surroundings

Contact Wendy Rider MAR
Tel: 01934 713213  Mobile: 07935 275451  email: wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from 9, The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1 06/01/2022   12:3806/01/2022   12:38

(685)
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The Crossword: Number 57
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 Maybe selling ones’ shares is imminent in view of the 
amount being carried (10)

6 The defendant took a powder when he understood what 
the brutal charge was about (4)

10 Love playing game to the end of watch (5)
11 Not much doubt (9)
12 He’ll eat anything! (8)
13 Scoundrel Evan returned to face the king (5)
15  Football club magazine (7)
17 Reflective apparel in the Guards (7)
19 Rave about gin might help getting pickled (7)
21 After tea came the first natural storm (7)
22 Steal away the smallest amount (5)
24 Away side engaged Germany for small reassignment 

causing matter to have perished
27 Not a scent! (9)
28 Clock causes a jam by changing first (5)
29 Male relative with good air (4)
30 Rock star with a monumental job ahead of him (10)

DOWN:

1 Primarily one below our evolving instrument (4)
2 Works in stone for nothing and offers friendly help (9)
3 I moan about coming from the Middle East (5)
4 Rob of mixed old pies (7)
5 Smell of sodium just beginning (7)
7 A fool. A Lady (5)
8 Don’t quite finish talking with a worker to keep well 

informed (10)
9 Morale booster the setter found in a truck (4-2-2)
14 The overall sum turned out to be amazing (10)
16 Useless gun returned to a conservative (8)
18 Odd moan a soul liberated (9)
20 Contents scared me at the butchers (3,4)
21 The reason he is excluded in serious crime (7)
23 Bedeck a lot of fuss before the navy (5)
25 Aluminium good for nothing collection (5)
26 Hide your largest organ gentlemen (4)

Answers on Page 74.
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News and Events from 
Outside the Parish
Somewhere House Somerset
Somewhere House is delighted to announce that a grant of 
£10k has graciously been received from the National Lottery. 
This will cover counselling costs for vulnerable adults and 
children in our local community. We are seeing 126 clients a 
week at the moment, so for a small charity like ours, we rely 
on the support of the community and grant funders, as well 
as our community events such as the coffee and chat this weekend in Burnham on Sea

For further information on what this will mean for our local charity, please visit: 
www.somewherehousesomerset.org

Axbridge Archaeological and Local History Society
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 20 April. – The AGM (7pm) 
will be followed by a talk from Susanna van Rose entitled The Building 
Stones of Axbridge. A visit to Axbridge for further study will follow 
later – date to be arranged.

• Venue: Cross Memorial Hall (BS262EL).
• All welcome - £3 donation requested from non-members

Full details of this and the full programme are on the website www.aalhs.co.uk
Please note that this meeting might be cancelled if prohibited by Covid restrictions.

Liz Friend, Secretary AALHS

Cheddar Valley u3a Coffee Morning
Thursday 17 February saw the 
welcome return of our regular coffee 
mornings. This was very well attended 
and clearly enjoyed by everyone 

present. It was also our first 
opportunity to introduce our 
new partnership with ‘Plastic 
Free Cheddar’, which as 
the name suggests, aims to 
reduce/remove single use 
plastic from the village. An 
interesting display provided 
p lenty  of  in format ion 
showing ways to help become 
more ‘Planet Friendly’ and 
make better use of resources. 
Also important, of course, 
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MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)

•  All aspects of tree work undertaken
•  NPTC qualified
•  Fully Insured
•  11 Years’ Experience

•  Hedge Cutting
•  Garden Clearance
•  Stump Grinding

N Duckett Tree Surgery

07792 042388
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

(535)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)
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(430)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)
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was the chance to meet old friends and new members again, with the view to regaining 
a more normal way of life, after Covid. Looking forward, coffee mornings are held on 
the third Thursday of each month, from 10.00 am and speaker meetings, covering a 
wide variety of interesting topics, on the first Thursday at 2.00 pm. Both take place in 
the Cheddar village hall. Come and meet us to see what else we do – there is a wide 
variety of social, fun and educational activities to be had and we always love to welcome 
new members to our large and ever-growing group. Contact annfiler020@gmail.com 
or call 01934 740065 to join or visit the website; www.u3asites.org.uk/cheddar-valley/
groups for more information.
Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
The call came from our District 20 for facemasks and one of 
our resident seamstresses – Viv Lennon – got cracking. I think 
that should be ‘got sewing’! A pattern had been provided with 
the request to make as many as possible for one of our specific 
charities for this year, School in a Bag. Previously this charity was 
concentrating on providing stationery and other learning materials 
for school-age children overseas. It was originally started in response to the Indian 
Ocean tsunami in 2004 but has now spread its wings!

Our picture shows the 50+ masks that Viv has sewn (so far!). There’s no photo of 
Viv and she sent apologies for not persuading her cat to model one!

We meet on the second Thursday of the month at Mendip Springs Golf Club, BS49 
5JT, starting at 6.30 pm, with a Speaker at 7pm and our meal at 8pm. New members 
are always welcome. FFI: Telephone Yvonne 842976

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Activities
Folk Night on Saturday 12 February
RNLI Winscombe’s first Folk Night for 2022 featuring Miranda 
Sykes in two concert sessions at the Church Centre Winscombe 
raised £601 profit; a good result given that both sessions were 
run ‘Café-Style’ with no bar.

RNLI Winscombe District Branch Annual General Meeting – Thursday 10 March
RNLI Winscombe & District Branch held their AGM on Thursday 10 March. The 
Chairman advised that Covid 19 restrictions had limited activities severely in 2021, 
particularly during Lock-Down 3 that prevented any fund-raising up to end April, 
but outdoor events began again in May. Between May and December there were 
two Pop-Up Sales, a Car Boot Sale, a Bulb and Garden Furniture Sale and a Late-
Night Shopping. A ‘Cafe-Style’ Folk Night was held in November followed by the 
Tesco Supermarket Collection at Shepton Mallet on Christmas Eve. The Branch 
also had a table at Winscombe Thursday Markets and sold donated items on e-Bay 
or at auction; the net result of all this for 2021 was £12,419. In addition, the Cards 
& Souvenir Sales Team had recorded their best year ever, attending twelve different 
venues to raise £1,636.

Following the AGM, the Branch held the first ‘Pop-Up’ Sale of 2022 on Saturday 
12 March; results will be reported next month
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The next Branch Event will be the Annual Plant & Garden Jumble Sale at Studley’s 
Forecourt in Winscombe on Saturday 14 May.

February Rescues
Despite the three major February Storms, there were only three shouts between 

our lifeboat stations (Burnham-on-Sea – 2 & Portishead – 1).

Royal Air Forces Association Mid-Somerset Branch – Future Programme
Royal Air Forces Mid-Somerset Branch held a successful Annual General Meeting 
on Monday 7 March and their programme will continue as follows:

• Monday 4 April – Branch Meeting at 11.00am at the Street Inn, 1-3 Somerton 
Road, Street, BA16 0DR, including a presentation, ‘Travelling in Nepal’ by 
Ian Williamson from St Margaret Hospice Care Volunteers, followed by an 
optional pub lunch

• Saturday 30 April – Branch 75th Anniversary Lunch from 12.15pm at Wells 
Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 3DS

• Monday 6 June - Branch Meeting at 11.00am at the Street Inn, 1-3 Somerton 
Road, Street, BA16 0DR, including a presentation and event with a ‘Platinum 
Jubilee Theme.’

All events are open to Branch Members, RAFA Members from other Branches, 
Current and ex-RAF Service Personnel (Including RAF Reserves), and Members of 
the ‘RAF Family’. Please contact the Branch via email; rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com 
or tel to Secretary 01458-224057 for further information.

Axbridge and District Museum in King John’s Hunting Lodge
Become a Friend
Community-based, volunteer-run Axbridge & District 
Museum, in National Trust-owned King John’s Hunting 
Lodge in Axbridge Square, displays a fascinating collection 
of artefacts from an area once known as The Rural 
District of Axbridge. This comprised 14 villages, including 
Brent Knoll, Burnham Without, the Allertons, Cheddar, 
Compton Bishop, Draycott, Mark, Shipham and Wedmore. 
The purpose of the museum, which is under the aegis of 
a Trust, is to enrich people’s understanding of the culture 
and heritage of Axbridge and the old Rural District.

Would you like to consider joining a group of individuals and small businesses to 
become a Friend of the Museum? For further information, please call 01934 733341 
or email: moorlandfm@btinternet.com

The museum will be open until the end of October, Wednesday to Sunday, 1pm 
to 4pm, and from 11am to 4pm on the first Saturday of each month to coincide with 
the Farmers’ Market in the Square. Throughout the season, the museum will also 
hold a series of temporary exhibitions.

For further information, please visit www.kingjohnshuntinglodge.co.uk
Twitter: KingJohnHuntingLodge@AxbridgeMuseum
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Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

(480)
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OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc
77  ddaayyss  aa  wweeeekk

* Breakfast  * Lunch  * Booking Essential

* Function Room available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

(414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Sweet and Sour Chicken with Jasmine Rice
Ingredients
225g jasmine rice
300ml cold water
½ tsp butter
1-2 tbsp cooking oil
2 bell peppers (any colour) roughly chopped
1 small onion roughly chopped
1 tbsp garlic paste (or 2 cloves finely chopped)
1 tbsp ginger paste (or 3cm peeled and grated)
2 tbsp soy sauce
1 tbsp honey
250ml tomato ketchup
250ml chicken stock
Dash of Worcestershire sauce
Half a 425g tin of pineapple in juice with its juice
2 large or 3 small chicken breasts diced into ~1inch chunks
65g or 2 tbsp corn flour depending on method (see chicken below)

Method
Jasmine Rice
Rinse jasmine rice with cold water in a strainer until water runs clear. Add 300ml 
cold water, butter, and rinsed rice to a small saucepan. Bring to a boil over high heat 
stirring occasionally. Cover with a lid, reduce heat to lowest setting and simmer for 
15 minutes. Do not stir or remove lid! After 15 minutes, there should be no water 
left, remove from heat, remove lid and fluff rice with a fork.

Sauce
1. Heat a saucepan over medium high heat. Add 1 tbsp cooking oil. Add bell 

peppers and onion. Sauté for 3-5 minutes stirring occasionally.
2. Add garlic and ginger and cook for a further 2 minutes.
3. Add soy sauce, honey, ketchup, stock, and Worcestershire sauce. Bring to a 

boil and reduce heat to medium. Simmer for 3-5 minutes.
4. Add the pineapple and juice. Bring back to a boil. Keep warm on a low heat 

while you prepare the chicken.
5. If you are using method 1 to cook your chicken and would like a thicker sauce– 

combine 2 tsp corn flour with 2 tbsp cold water in a small bowl. Add to sauce 
and bring to a boil to thicken. Keep warm.

Chicken
1. Method 1 deep fat fryer – Preheat oil in fryer to 180C. Coat chicken thoroughly 

in 65g corn flour. Working in small batches fry chicken for 4 minutes. Drain.
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2. Method 2 sauté – Heat a frying pan over high heat. Place chicken in a bowl 
with 2 tbsp corn flour and toss to coat. Add 1 tbsp cooking oil to the pan. Cook 
chicken 3-4 minutes per side to brown. Add half of the sauce to coat the chicken 
and remove from heat. Use remaining sauce to serve over rice and chicken.

To serve
Add a scoop of rice to each plate. Top with chicken and sauce. Enjoy!

 Jennifer Wright

Thought for the Month – 
April 2022
Dear Friends,
As I write this, Ukrainian cities are being shelled, surrounded and threatened 
with obliteration and occupation. I hope and pray that by the time you are reading 
these words a month on, there may have been some good resolution to the conflict. 
However, I don’t mind admitting to you that I am fearful of what the next weeks and 
months might hold. Growing through adolescence and into adulthood in the 1980s 
I remember the fear of a nuclear holocaust and the very real anxiety engendered by 
the two superpowers posturing towards each other; and then the relief as the Cold 
War ended, the Berlin Wall came down and the need to use those wicked, dreadful 
weapons of annihilation receded. And now here we are again, faced with a dictator in 
control of nuclear weapons who is at the very least unstable and seemingly paranoid. 
All my old fears have resurfaced.

I know that a number of people in our own communities have responded with 
kindness and urgency to the plight of Ukrainians, giving money for aid or undertaking 
fundraising or organising supplies to send or petitioning for a generous response to 
the refugee crisis. That this is being repeated across Europe shines a beacon of hope 
amid the distress and anxiety.

Christians everywhere will soon be getting ready to enter again into the events of 
Holy Week when we remember the journey of Jesus towards the cross and resurrection, 
the fear and pain of Good Friday and the hope and joy of Easter Day. Those two 
events, the death and resurrection of Jesus, so central to Christian identity, both 
demonstrate and demand that it is possible to hold those two conflicting emotions of 
fear and hope together in tension, difficult and challenging as that may be.

In many people’s list of top ten films is the prison drama ‘The Shawshank 
Redemption’. The main character in that gives the words ‘Hope is a good thing, maybe 
the best of things; and no good thing ever dies.’ Despite my enduring and nagging and 
very real fear, my hope lies in the resurrection of Jesus. It colours all that I am and all 
that I do and enables me to overcome fear. I wonder on what your hope is founded.

I wish you a hopeful Easter.
Your vicar

The Revd Richard Neill 
Vicar of The Benefice of The Isle of Wedmore
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N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

(699)

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 OSTEOPATHY   Janet White 
  Sebastian Partono 

 ACUPUNCTURE  Dan Lloyd 

 MASSAGE  Jo Wilkins 

 HYPNOTHERAPY        Michelle Balson

(537)
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MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

Hedging

Treework

Fencing

Turfing

Grass cutting & maintenance

Services include:
Treework | Stump Grinding

Fencing | Turfing | Logs
Garden and Ground Maintenance

Avant and Operator Hire

We also offer one-off or regular contracts,
Domestic and Commercial 

CCoonnttaacctt  DDaann  0077882277  332288887744  

oorr  eemmaaiill  ddaann@@aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

wweebb  wwwwww..aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

Stump grinding

A1 Gardening ad.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  11:02  Page 1

(696)
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The Garden in April
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in April 2008 and is reproduced here by 
kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).

‘Loveliest of trees the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bow.

And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.’

When Houseman wrote that we had colder winters than we have now and maybe 
cherries therefore flowered a little later. I will return to the cherries later.

My father always reckoned to plant his earliest vegetable seeds at Easter and it is 
certainly the traditional beginning of the ‘gardening in earnest’ season for most people; 
I suspect this has more to do with being the first bank holiday weekend of the year 
and people having time to do more than their usual weekend jobs than it does with 
exactly what the season is like. However, March often does bring conditions which 
allow seedbeds to be prepared and April usually brings sunshine and showers to give 
seeds a good start, so take the opportunity to get on with the seed sowing, but bear 
in mind what I have said in previous articles about fluctuating temperatures and the 
possible effects of seedlings bolting or being damaged by low night temperatures. Carry 
on sequential planting of vegetables and annual flowers over the next month or two.

Early bulbs will have finished flowering by now and can be dead-headed; removing 
seed-heads from narcissi will ensure that they put their energies into the bulbs rather 
than into seeds (which is why the bulb growers of Spalding use millions of flower heads 
for carnival floats; otherwise they would just be composted). There are of course 
some late flowering narcissi, the ‘Pheasants Eye’ types, those derived from Narcissus 
poeticus, if you visit the Pyrenees as late as Whitsun, you will see acres of these in 
flower in the alpine pastures.

You should have finished pruning roses by now and if you plan to mulch them 
with bulky compost (or manure) do so sooner rather than later to avoid breaking off 
too many of the new shoots that develop after pruning.

If you are planning a new lawn, whether from seed or turf, now is the ideal time 
to plant it. A similar amount of ground preparation will be necessary, whichever 
method you intend, but of course, seed is much cheaper than turf. The thing you 
must remember with seed is that it is most susceptible to damage from drying out, 
just after it has germinated, before new roots get down into the seedbed so watering 
is necessary at this stage, if the April showers fail to materialise.

Now is the time that insect pests become more noticeable on a range of crops. 
Flea-beetles, which you may observe, are tiny black or dark brown insects that jump 
like fleas, will attack brassica seedlings, especially in warm dry weather and make small 
holes in the seeding leaves; unless they are present in very large numbers they probably 
don’t do enough damage to warrant any form of chemical treatment, especially as 
the number of insecticides available to gardeners is now so limited. This also applies 
to pea and bean weevils, which cut notches out of the leaves of leguminous plants; 
if you look closely you can see them sitting astride the edges of the leaves, they are 
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about 5mm in length and beige coloured with stripes along their backs; if they know 
you are looking at them they will play dead and fall to the ground.

The black army, or black bean aphids, will appear before too long on broad beans; 
these are worth treating with an insecticide, as they can do a lot of damage. Many 
of the insecticides available are not selective and will kill all insects, so avoid using 
when bees are active, as they will be when the beans begin to flower (treat late in the 
evening or early in the morning).

I said I would return to cherries briefly and I was thinking of the ornamental sorts 
many of which originated in Japan and may have Japanese names, although there are 
many that don’t. There are a great many varieties and most are beautiful, although 
‘Kanzan,’ one of the commonest with its blossom the colour of pink coconut ice, can 
be overpowering. If you would like to plant an ornamental cherry, consult a book like 
Hiller’s Manual of Trees and Shrubs, which will tell you about their flowering time, 
colour, shape and bark.

Adrian Hutchinson

Sports Reports
Isle of Wedmore Cricket Club
Fancy a game of cricket?

Juniors
Wedmore U11s-U15s (Years 4-10) are looking for players. After Easter, training is 
midweek at Wedmore Playing Fields. The league runs from May to July. We also have 
an All Stars section for 5-8 years olds!

Contact: Chaz Maguire – chazmaguire@btinternet.com

Seniors
We run two senior teams on a Saturday that play in the Somerset County League. We 
also have a Midweek T20 side, a Sunday Development Side and a Ladies side. We are 
the perfect blend of competitive and social for all budding cricketers.

Contact Billy Halford - Halfordbilly10@gmail.com

April Fixtures:

First XI - Division 2

16 Apr 22 Wembdon 2’s Away Friendly
23 Apr 22 Street Away Friendly
30 Apr 22 Kilve Away Friendly

Second XI - Division 7 Blue

16 Apr 22 Wembdon 4ths Away Friendly
23 Apr 22 East Huntspill 2nds Away Friendly
30 Apr 22 Huish and Langport 2’s Away Friendly
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007) (622)

(644)
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Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
It may be fortunate that February only has 28 days. February 2022 will not be 
looked back on with any pleasure, one of the least significant events being the 
lack of golf caused by gales and storms. One major event did take place though 
as the Seniors completed their Winter League which came to an exciting finale. 
There were several good scores but none better than Peter Laney who won 
division 4 with 44 points. This was six better than runner-up Axel Knutson 
and eight better than third placed Philip Springfield but not enough to get him into the 

top three in the League which is based on the best three of four 
rounds. Steve Sage won division 1 with 40 which got him to fifth 
place overall. Even more significantly he was followed home by 
Nick Parker on 38 which moved his overall total to 117. Steve 
Plant took third place on 37. Division 2 was won by Kevin Vaux 
on 39 followed by Martin Blackmore who beat Mike Cowie on 
countback after both scored 34. This moved Kevin up to fourth 
overall on 114. Nigel Day was unable to improve on his 3 round 
total but was still in a strong position on 118. Division 3 was won 
by Tony Roe on 40 followed by Keith Thomas on 38 and David 
Nelson on 37. None of these impacted the overall positions but 
John Hogan finished fourth with 37 and this was enough to nudge 
his total up to 118.

This left two players, Nigel Day and John Hogan, tied at the 
top of the league on 118 with Nick Parker just a shot behind on 
117. Leagues cannot end in a tie of course and the equivalent to 
goal difference was that first place went to the player with the best 
individual round and this was John Hogan, whose 43 in round 1 
just beat Nigel Day’s 42 in round 3.

The Ladies played more golf than most, starting with a 
Patsome, three rounds in one, with 6 holes each of Betterball, 
Greensomes and Goursomes. Three pairs all managed to 
play better than handicap with Betty Norman and Ali Mantell 
leading the way with an impressive 40 points. There was a close 
battle for the runners-up position which eventually went to 
Cathy Olive and Sandy Bedford who beat Wendy Lucas and 

Liz Hill on countback after both scored 37 points.
The final competition of the month was the Ladies Stableford. With Storm Eunice 

waiting to spread devastation it was perverse timing that Eunice Bond stormed to 
victory. Her score of 35 points to win division 1 was the only one to come close to 
handicap although Lyn Bird was not far behind in runners-up spot on 33. Cathy Olive 
took third place on 29. There were lower scores but a very close finish in division 
two with Pam Berry claiming first place from Sue Hughes on countback after both 
scored 29. Ruth Rogers was just a further point behind in third. Debbie Monks was 
the only other player to score over thirty with her 32 points winning division 3 by 3 
points from Eileen Parnell who beat Janet Cornish on countback.

Tony Biggs

Eunice Bond, who 
won the Ladies 

Competition the day 
before her namesake 
caused such havoc.
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Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Considering the distressing state of international affairs, a relaxing 
and sociable game of bowls with friends provides a wonderful way 
to shut away that tragedy for at least a couple of hours.

On the two full size indoor rinks the Wedmore bowlers 
have enjoyed mixed success. In the Somerset County (SCIBA) 
competition IOWBC beat Purnells 89-70 but followed this with a defeat by Bristol 80-53. 
Both matches were played on a home and away basis. The club was delighted to host a 
Somerset Under 25s team and enjoyed a victory by 50-22. However, the true winners were 
the numerous spectators who were able to watch these talented youngsters prove worthy 
opponents to a more mature IOWBC team, most of whom had to go for a post-match lie 
down! In a friendly mixed match against Congresbury, IOWBC ran out winners 48-19.

On the social side, following a well-attended coffee and cakes Saturday morning we 
are currently looking forward to a Monday evening dominoes competition. Later in the 
month we have a race night scheduled and plans are already underway on how best to 
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee at the Clubhouse on 3 June.

The indoor league season is now drawing to a close at around the end of March and 
the greatly anticipated Finals weekend for the Singles, Pairs and Triples competitions took 
place over the weekend 19/20 March. The AGM of the Indoor Section is being held on 
8 April when registration for the outdoor season will also take place.

We are now gearing up to start the Outdoor season and the official opening date for 
our splendid 6-rink green is 23 April with Men’s and Ladies’ practice days planned for 
25 and 26 April respectively.

Bowls is a fantastic way to maintain a level of fitness whilst meeting people and 
making new friends. If you would like to join us we will be holding two Open Days: 15 
May (10am - 4pm) and 16 May (4pm - 7pm) at the Clubhouse located at the Wedmore 
Sports complex. We look forward to showing you round. Alternatively, if you can’t wait 
until then, please call Stuart on 01749 870704 or email him at millhaven44@icloud.com.

Peter Gower

Church News
Traidcraft
Please support the Traidcraft stall at the next St Mary’s coffee morning on Saturday 
2 April. Not only does this support fairtrade around the world but the small profit 
generated enables us to fund free tea and coffee for St Mary’s. Lisa Hall is now in charge 
of the stall and in addition to the items sourced from Traidcraft, she is extending the 
range to cover some eco-products and homemade gifts. Do drop in! If you are unable to 
attend but are keen to order, you can view products online at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk; 
email Lisa at LHtraidcraft@gmail.com or call 01934 713566 to order.

St Mary’s Church Consultation Weekend
St Mary’s has stood at the heart of the village of Wedmore for more than one thousand 
years. Over that time there have been many changes to the building to help keep it 
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Somerset Sparkling Wine 
……………………………. 

From grapes grown on the 
south-facing slopes of the 

Isle of Wedmore 

Available direct from the 
vineyard or from  the Village 

Store and the Swan 

mowbartonestate.co.uk  
07919100455      

Free local delivery  
(592)

(637)
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J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)

Dimity Button
Creative Soft Furnishings
Exclusive Continental single and 
double width fabrics on the roll

Affordable bespoke making up service – my fabric or yours.

Measuring Service
How to Make workshops

10 The Borough Mall, Wedmore BS28 4EB
Email: julie@dimitybutton.co.uk

Tel: 01934 708953

www.dimitybutton.co.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 

10am -4pm,  Saturday 10am-12.30pm

Butt   n
Dimity    

Creative So� Furnishings

(625)
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serving the community. Over the past few years, the congregation have been planning 
how best the building can continue to be at the heart of the community and best serve 
the needs of the village. We are at the stage now of drawing up plans and would love 
to know what you think. So please come along to church on Saturday 2 April between 
9.30am and 2pm or Sunday 3 April between 12noon and 4pm to find out more, ask 
questions and give your own thoughts. The plans will be also available on the St Mary’s 
website. www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871

50 Years in Ministry
Mike Gelder, has been a popular and well-respected part of village life in Wedmore 
for many years. On Sunday 10 April, Palm Sunday, Mike will be celebrating 50 years of 
public ministry in the Church of England. He will be preaching at the morning service 
at St Mary’s at 10.30 am and there will be drinks and nibbles afterwards as we mark 
this important milestone. All are welcome to both service and reception afterwards.

On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 26 April, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up the 
Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at various 
points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings can be 
found in the churches and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops.

Church Services
Church Services in Holy Week and Easter Services
Easter falls on Sunday 17 April. Here is a list of the special church services we will be 
holding in the week leading up to Easter (known as Holy Week).

Sunday 10 April:
(Palm Sunday; when we remember Jesus entering Jerusalem to the acclaim of the 
crowds). Procession starts from Wedmore First School at 10.00 am with a special 
Communion Service at 10.30 am.

Monday 11 April:
We join together with others from across the Cheddar Valley for a special service in 
Cheddar Roman Catholic Church at 7.00 pm. Ministers from different churches and 
different church traditions each lead a short reflection on one of the Stations of the 
Cross (an imaginative and reflective way of entering into Jesus’ suffering and death).

Tuesday 12 - Thursday 14 April:
Holy Week reflections on St Mary’s YouTube channel.

Thursday 14 April:
Bring and Share Supper and informal Communion at Blackford Village Hall at 6.00 
pm. Suitable for all ages, this is an opportunity to remember the Last Supper of Jesus 
and his Disciples.
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Friday 15 April:
(Good Friday when we remember Jesus’ death on the cross). Stations of the Cross 
for children around Wedmore churchyard at 10.00 am. An interactive journey around 
St Mary’s tracing events of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. This will be followed by 
making Easter biscuits and creating an Easter garden.

At 10.00 am some members of Christchurch walk up the hill to Bagley Baptist 
Church for a service there at 10.30 am remembering Jesus’ death.

An Hour of the Cross at Allerton at 2.00 pm. Readings, hymns and reflections to 
mark the last hour of Jesus’ life.

Saturday 16 April:
(Holy Saturday when we remember Jesus lying in the tomb and prepare ourselves 
for the joy of Easter Sunday)

Easter Vigil at Christchurch and on Facebook Live at 8.30 pm. We listen to 
important bible readings, sit in silence and wait before lighting lots of candles and 
proclaiming with joy Jesus’ resurrection.

Sunday 17 April:

• (Easter Sunday, the most important day in the church’s year when we give 
thanks for Jesus’ resurrection). The day begins with a sunrise service at 
Christchurch, Theale. We begin at 6.00 am, light sparklers and sing joyful hymns.

• 8.00 am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
• Special Easter Sunday Communion Services at all our churches which will be 

full of joy and colour. Easter egg hunts for the children follow these.
• 9.00 am at Allerton Church and Holy Trinity Blackford
• 10.30 am at St Mary’s Wedmore
• 11.00 am at Christchurch, Theale

Our worship will also continue to be available online. At least one of our Sunday 
services each week is recorded and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. 
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found here; www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Everyday excluding Sunday there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our Facebook 
page; www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday 3 Lent 5 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 10 Palm Sunday 10.00 am
   10.30 am Palm Sunday Procession
  Benefice Communion 6.00 pm On line – Dramatic Reading 

of the Gospel
Sunday 17 Easter Sunday  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
   10.30 am Festival Communion
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We are groundworks and surfacing specialists 
based in Somerset providing, tarmac 

drives, concreting, footings, trenchwork & 
utilities, drainage, fencing, landscaping, patios,  

digger works and much more.

Contact Gary on 07792 292710
Email: gary_sheldon@yahoo.com 

Web: www.gsheldongroundworks.co.uk

(710)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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Sunday 24 Easter 2 10.30 am Parish Communion

Holy Trinity, Blackford
Sunday 3 Lent 5 9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 10 Palm Sunday  See St Mary’s
Sunday 17 Easter Sunday 9.00 am Festival Communion
Sunday 24 Easter 2 6.00 pm Zoom online Evening Service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday 3 Lent 5 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 10 Palm Sunday  See St Mary’s
Sunday 17 Easter Sunday 6.00 am Sunrise service
   11.00 am Festival Communion
Sunday 24 Easter 2 11.00 am Morning Praise

Allerton Church
Sunday 3 Lent 5  9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 10 Palm Sunday  See St Mary’s
Sunday 17 Easter Sunday  9.00 am Festival Communion
Sunday 24 Easter 2  9.00 am Morning Praise

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship every Sunday commencing at 10.30 am. Family Service on 
the third Sunday in the month. A warm welcome is extended to all and at the close 
of the service you are invited to join us for coffee, tea or squash and biscuits.

Bagley Baptist Church
Every Sunday 10.30am Morning service. Also available to view live on our Bagley 
Baptist -You Tube channel.
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with a View.’
Come for coffee / tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm 
welcome. All free of charge. Bring a friend, or come and make some new ones 
here. We have good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) at 7.30pm we have youth groups for school years 5 - 
8 and yrs 9+.
Other fellowship groups are available to access online and meeting at the church - 
home groups, gatherings, prayer meetings, and more.
For further details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
or come and see us at www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Crickham Baptist Chapel
Sunday School on Sunday morning at 10.30 am, Evening Service at 6.30 pm.
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Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm

Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm

Telephone 01934 732464

Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments.

Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.
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Wedmore Community Bus 
– The Friendly Bus
Scheduled Services

There are four scheduled services a week. These are to:
• Taunton - Tuesday

• Bridgwater - Wednesday

• Weston-s-Mare - Thursday

• Street and Glastonbury - Friday
Please note a revision to arrangements for booking - see below.

The bus departs from Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers. It returns to Wedmore between 1.30 pm and 2.45 pm depending 
on the destination. See below for more details.

• The bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz of conversation. 
Our passengers often meet for a coffee whilst at the destination.

• Anyone is welcome to come on the bus and a place can easily be booked by telephone.

• We try to pick up and drop off at the homes of all users who need this. For 
other passengers this will be at a location that is convenient for them. We are 
also flexible about drop offs on route.

• We are happy to provide help in getting on and off the bus for those who need it.

• Drivers are all volunteers who want to help passengers to enjoy their time on 
the bus as much as possible.

• The service is free for everyone with a Concessionary Bus Pass and for children 
under 5 years old. For other passengers, fares are low as the bus is financed by 
Somerset CC and drivers are volunteers.

Timetable and Booking Details
All services: Depart Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers.

• Tuesday – Taunton: Departs Taunton 2.00 pm. Back around 2.45pm.
• Wednesday – Bridgwater: Departs Bridgwater 1.00 pm. Back around 2.00 pm.
• Thursday - Weston-super-Mare: Departs Weston 1.45 pm. Back around 2.45pm.
• Friday - Street and Glastonbury: Departs Street 1.00 pm. Back around 1.30 pm.

Passenger pickups/drop-offs for all four services are normally available in 
Wedmore, Sand, Heath House, Mudgley, Latcham and Cocklake.

Additional pickups/drop-offs are normally available in other villages on route to 
each destination
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• Taunton and Bridgwater - these are at Blackford, Mark, Bason Bridge and 
East Huntspill

• Weston-super-Mare - these are at Stoughton, Allerton, Blackford and Mark

• Street - these are at Theale and Godney.

Booking is easy. To be sure of a seat just call the number indicated below against 
the relevant destination at the time shown and we’ll agree a convenient pick-up 
location and time.

Alternatively, just come to the Lerburne car park before 9.30 am. We will normally 
be able to fit you in, although this isn’t guaranteed.

Tuesday to Taunton
Angeline Duckett on 01934 712631 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Wednesday to Bridgwater
Helen Flooks on 01934 611006 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Thursday to Weston-super-Mare
Carol Ayliffe on 01934 713471 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Friday to Street & Glastonbury
Lesley on 01934 900571 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Private Hire
• On weekends the bus is available for private hire throughout the day and in 

the evening. It is also available by arrangement on most Mondays

• On Tuesdays to Fridays it is available for private hire after 3.30pm and in the evening.

• Each private hire comes with a list of volunteer drivers for the hirer to approach.

• The bus has seats for a maximum of 16 passengers. It is often booked for 
weddings, club outings etc.

To make a booking please contact us by email at iowrtabookings@gmail.com
Further details on the Wedmore website theisleofwedmore.net /Local Directory/

Wedmore Community Bus or email us at wedmorebus@gmail.com

Crossword 57 Answers
Across:  1. Offloading  6. Talc  10. Omega  11. Suspcion  12. Omnivore  13. Knave   
15. Arsenal  17. Toecaps  19. Vinegar  21. Typhoon  22. Least  24. Died away  27.Odourless 
28. Block  29. Song  30. Stonemason  

Down:  1. Oboe  2. Freemason  3. Omani  4. Despoil  5. Nascent  7. Anita  8. Conversant  
9. Pick-me-up  14. Marvellous  16. Nugatory   18. Anomalous  20. Red meat  21. Treason 
23. Adorn  25. Album  26. Skin
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A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

Wedmore Street Fair – 
2022 Booking Form
c/o Liz Burton, Tonkin House, Church Street, Wedmore, BS28 4AB
wedmoreharvesthome@outlook.com
I/we would like to book a stall at Wedmore Street Fair on
Saturday 2nd July 2022.

3x3m pitch - £25, 6x3m pitch £50, 9x3m pitch £70

I do/do not require a table at £5 each. Total tables req’d: ________________

Name___________________________________________________________

Organisation_____________________________________________________

Brief description of stall (i.e type of product; tombola; games etc)
________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

________________________________Tel no:__________________________
Email address (obligatory)
for receipt & stall details___________________________________________
I have made payment by BACS or enclosed a cheque for:-

£___________made payable to Wedmore Harvest Home. BACS to Wedmore Harvest 
Home account: Sort code 30 91 84 Account Number 00374252

Signed___________________________________________________________

Wedmore Street Fair are taking steps to be more environmentally friendly. We will be 
providing recycling bins for visitors and we would encourage stall-holders to consider 
their single-use plastics – i.e. carrier bags, cutlery, cups etc and use recyclable options 
where possible. Thank you for your co-operation.



Thinking of selling your home? 
 

I’d love to talk to you. My agency is long established and we offer a unique service. 
We know the market, our area and the buyers and believe we sell more houses in most price 

bracket than any other estate agency office. 
This reflects our marketing presentation and out attention to both our clients and our buyers. 

Our fees are highly competitive and negotiable. I personally value our properties and am 
always available to discuss all matters. 

Below are examples of recent sales from about £400,000 to towards £2,000.000 

 
If you are thinking of selling I’d be delighted to call with you, discuss 
the value of your home, the sale process and our charges. 
 
We only charge a fee if we successfully sell and there are no extras. 
 
Please call 01749 670079 or email info@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 
Roderick Thomas 
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