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Editorial
Dear Readers
A warm and sincere welcome to this the July 2022 Edition, number 508. I trust you 
all enjoyed the Platinum Jubilee Weekend celebrations and congratulations to the 
organisers of the Street Party, especially in their correct assumption that it wouldn’t 
rain; it didn’t until 4 pm, the moment it finished.

The year marches on apace, we are in high summer already and I am delighted to 
present a full, dynamic and diverse programme here in Wedmore for your entertainment 
and enjoyment. Headline events in July are: the Summer Street Fair, and in the Village 
Hall performances of Vanity Fair, Wedmore Opera’s Music for a Summers Evening, 
and the One-Off Comedy Special. Elsewhere we have the 40 30 Charity Cycle Ride, 
plus the usual absolute plethora of meetings, coffee mornings and other events.

Yet again it only remains for me to thank everyone who contributed towards this 
Edition. Happy reading.

Bill
Front Cover
Many people gathered in Wedmore for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and, as you 
can see from the cover photo, sent in by Graham Whitcombe, as well as other photos 
in the News section, it was a very enjoyable occasion.

Liz Sweeney

Deadline for August Edition: 1 July 2022
Contact the Wedmore News
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Bill Sutton, Culverhays, 9 Combe Batch, Wedmore BS28 4DU (710475) 
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News
Parish Council Business
Another month has flown by!

I’m sure, if like me you enjoyed the community celebrations over the Platinum 
Jubilee weekend, you have rekindled your passion for our wonderful communities. 
I must say a huge thank you to all of the organisers and volunteers who worked so 
hard to pull off such wonderful events.

Many more volunteers will now be coming together in preparation for the Summer 
events taking place, from The Street Fair, The Somerset Food Trail and The Harvest 
Home it looks like we are set for a very sociable summer.

We are still seeking passionate and committed people to join the Parish Council and 
would welcome your questions and applications with regards to available positions via 
email. If you would like to be involved in the decision making behind our community 
whether your interests lie with Allotments, Footpaths, Highways, The Brook, Planning 
& Housing, The Cemetery or Finance we would love to have you!

We will be updating the website over the coming weeks which we hope will 
become a great place for community groups and individuals to find available funding 
information, updates on road closures, matters effecting the community and a host of 
other interesting information about the day to day running of the Council.

I look forward to spending the Summer with a great many of you!
Lindsey Baker, Parish Clerk, Wedmore Parish Council, 

Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA, 
Tel: 713087, email clerk@wedmore-pc.gov.uk

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Wedmore
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A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)
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Box 5    £ 25.00

1lb Pork Sausages
1lb Beef & Stilton Sausages
1lb Dry Cured Back Bacon

1lb Chinese Style Spare Ribs
2 x 7oz Rump Steaks

Box 6 £ 45.00

1lb Pork Sausages
1lb Pork, Mushroom & Garlic Sausages

1lb Dry cured Back Bacon
4 x 7oz Gammon Steaks
4 x 7oz Sirloin Steaks

4 x Boneless Pork chops

All available for local delivery or collection.
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection

Tel     01934 712311 (221)

Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
             Wedmore Village

Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell. 
07376648835 claireosteopathy@gmail.com 

 Physical Therapy, Sports Massage and Personal Training with Jeni Davis 
07747798508 jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 

SPINNING CLASSES Fridays @ 6.30am starting from 1st July 

Holistic Therapy with Carly Bennett 
Swedish, Sports and Aromatherapy Massage, Hot Stone Massage 

07512660818 carlyjanebennett@gmail.com 

Hypnotherapy with Tamsin Denbigh 
07917786251 hello@tamsindenbighhypnotherapy.com 

 fb. somersetsportstherapyfitnessclinic   
www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk

 The Cottage @ The George Inn,  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 
           Parking is available in the George car park for our patients.

(681)
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The first event was the lighting of the beacon, captured here (above left) by Graham Whitcombe. 
Mike Thorne sent us this reminder (above right) that the Queen is the Head of State in several 

countries, with this array of flags: the Union Jack and flag of St George 
are joined by those for Australia and New Zealand.

Several days before the weekend flags were flying on businesses and in private houses. 
Sue Hughes took this photo (above) of The Borough. 
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Graham also sent photos of the Street Party. In addition to enjoying lunch, 
participants took part in dancing.

Wedmore Street Fair – Saturday 2 July
With things looking more ‘normal’ this year, we are delighted to announce that the Street 
Fair is back! This year it will be held on Saturday 2 July, 11am-4pm, back in The Borough.

After the success of our Summer Fair last year, we have decided to pool resources 
with the Harvest Home Team so we can continue the tradition of the village Street 
Fair. We will be bringing a day of fun, entertainment and lots of stalls to browse.

Let’s hope the sun shines!

‘Vanity Fair’ by William Makepeace Thackeray – Friday 8 July
‘Yes, this is Vanity Fair; not a moral place certainly; 
nor a merry one, though very noisy.’

Wedmore Theatre has invited Bristol Old Vic 
Theatre School’s acting and technical cohort to bring 
their thrilling and nostalgic production of Thackeray’s 
hilarious satire, Vanity Fair, to Wedmore Village Hall.

Set in the early 1980s New Romantics scene of London, follow wannabe ‘It Girl’ 
Becky Sharp and her sweet-natured friend, Amelia Sedley, as they scale the heady 
heights of society and hustle through the hazardous playground for the rich and 
beautiful.

This roustabout of pleasure, survival, gender politics, tall tales and bigger hair is 
adapted for the stage by Declan Donnellan and directed by Paul Chesterton.

Tickets are on sale through our web site wedmoretheatre.com and also at Wedmore 
Village Store. A discounted price of only £8 is available to all under-25s.



July 2022 9

(699)

(711)(713)



10 July 2022

(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)

(657) (414)

 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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Wedmore Opera Presents ‘Music for a Summer’s Evening’ –
Saturday 9 July
Come along to Wedmore Village Hall on 9 July for an evening 
of entertainment and hospitality. Wedmore Opera is hosting the 
event ‘Music for a Summer’s Evening’ which will have soloists, both 
Wedmore stars, and some exciting new voices. The songs will be opera 
favourites and popular musical numbers performed both in single voice 
and small ensembles accompanied on the piano. The ever-popular 
local chef Nick Armitage will provide the two-course sharing platters 
of food and there will of course be a bar!

Look forward to a lovely summer’s evening of song accompanied by delicious 
food and wine (or whatever you prefer!) Whether it’s just you, you and a friend or 
you wish to put together a full table (we can cater for any number you choose) you 
will be part of a celebration of being together again and enjoying beautiful music. 
Tickets (£22.00pp) will be available from 1 June from wedmoreopera@gmail.com 
or telephone 01934 743953.

Wedmore 40 30 Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 10 July
Raise money for Weston Hospicecare and ride the Wedmore 40 30!

The 5th year and upwards of 350 riders expected.
• Fun Ride: For all the family - 12 miles
• Short Ride: Ride the levels - 30 miles
• Medium Route: For the hill climber - 40 miles
• Long Route: For a bigger challenge - 70 miles

All rides start from Wedmore Playing Fields. BS28 4BS
To register: Scan the QR code or go to: 

westonhospicecare.org.uk/event/Wedmore-40-30
Contact: David Hopkins 07984 924432 / dahopkins@aol.com

Changes to St. Marys Church
Many readers will be aware of the changes proposed to St. Marys but newer residents 
may not be aware of the background and so an update may be welcomed.

In addition, the Parochial Church Council is aware that not all residents agree with 
the proposals and it is therefore appropriate to mention that when a questionnaire was 
sent to every property in the Parish in 2019 and 57% of respondents were in favour 
of removing the pews and replacing them by more comfortable chairs, a further 20% 
were in favour of partial removal.

Almost every respondent wanted the heating to be improved! This is hardly 
surprising as the present 60-year old system is very ineffective and is costly to run. 
It is very appropriate to make it clear that the Wedmore Green Group explored 
with the PCC green options but none were identified and consultants, professional 
heating companies have been unanimous in advising that a wet system powered by a 
gas boiler is the only effective way to heat the church, any boiler will be compatible 
for conversion to hydrogen when this technology is delivered.
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The proposal is to install a boiler in the toilet block and use existing ducts to run 
the pipework to convector heaters which are designed to ensure the centre of the 
Nave will be heated. For convection to be effective it is necessary to remove at least 
the pews in the North and South aisles.

Some ask ‘why then remove the Victorian pews in the centre of the Nave?’. The 
PCC have considered this on a number of occasions over the last three years and noted 
that in the original survey respondents wanted more comfortable seats particularly 
for events such as concerts. However, another major factor in reaching a decision to 
proceed was the complete lack of flexibility of use imposed by the pews. Successful 
churches in the 21st Century have innovative forms of worship and also the PCC wish 
to enable the church to be able to be used for community use.

We are conscious that there are many church buildings which lie empty and 
unused, and equally aware of the adage ‘The church that does not change is writing 
its own obituary’. So there is a real danger that if St Marys does not make the changes 
proposed it too could become moribund.

After the alterations the Nave will look very similar to when it was built in the 
15th Century when the congregation stood to worship and the church was the centre 
of community activity. The wealthy started bringing chairs, others tried to follow 
and eventually box pews were introduced, probably in the 17th Century. These were 
then destroyed and replaced in 1880 by pews when other major changes were made 
to the church.

The notable differences in the Nave apart from chairs will be the introduction of 
a kitchenette and servery which were strongly sought by secular users of the church 
as well as a storage area for chairs against the North wall. Plans were exhibited at the 
open week-end announced in the IOW News a few months ago and updated plans are 
now in their place showing the proposal being placed before the Diocese for approval.

In order to manage expectations, it is important to make it clear that the PCC is 
some way from implementing these plans, the major need being finance – the cost 
of all the work proposed is currently £180,000 plus £20k contingency and we have 
£100,000 available towards this.

Our intention is to raise the balance predominantly by grants and donations and 
being realistic we know that this will not be an easy task, but many other churches 
have been successful. Applications for grants cannot be made until the plans have 
been approved by the Diocese, who hopefully will do so in the very near future.

Mike Gelder 
Keeper of the Fabric St Marys Church Wedmore

One Off Comedy Special – Thursday 14 July
The return to Wedmore Village Hall of the stand-up show One 
Off Comedy Special. All previous shows by this talented team of 
comics have been a sell-out so it is worth rushing to get tickets at 
wedmorecomedy.eventbrite.co.uk
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Hedging

Treework

Fencing

Turfing

Grass cutting & maintenance

Services include:
Treework | Stump Grinding

Fencing | Turfing | Logs
Garden and Ground Maintenance

Avant and Operator Hire

We also offer one-off or regular contracts,
Domestic and Commercial 

CCoonnttaacctt  DDaann  0077882277  332288887744  

oorr  eemmaaiill  ddaann@@aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

wweebb  wwwwww..aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

Stump grinding

A1 Gardening ad.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  11:02  Page 1

(696)

Mill Batch Farm  Bristol Road
Highbridge  TA9 4JN

Tel: 07469 921261

Vintage and Reclaimed Furniture and Home Accessories
w  w  w . i  n  d  i  g  o  s  p  r  o  u  t . c  o . u  k

(715)
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No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)

B
E S P O K E 

B U I L D I N G S B
E T T E R  BY 

D E S I G N B
E AU T I F U L 

H O M E S

Tel:  07823 406750   e-mai l :  guy4arch@gmai l .com  
www.guyarchi tect .co.uk

E x p e r i e n c e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S e r v i c e s

(686)

 

Lifts - medical appointments 
& club meetings 

Errands - local shops &  
chemist 

Dog walking, light household  
tasks, company over a cuppa 

01934 806299  
Leave a message  

A volunteer will reply 
within 24 hours 

(697)
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Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare Fashion Show Raises £2,188
On behalf of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare I wish to acknowledge 
our grateful thanks to the following sponsors for their kind support of the show. The 
Frock Shop Brent Knoll, Wedmore Paper Shop, Burns the Bread, Rodda’s Creamery, 
Mulberry, Tesco, Sainsbury, Ollies Café, Unique Hair and Beauty, Pumpkin, Blooming 
Marvellous Flowers, Wendy Ryder Reflexology, Peter & Fiona Duggan-Rees, Elaine 
Deverill, Gill Hiscock, Ann Hughes, Suzi Mann Novella Wax Melts, Neil’s Yard 
Remedies and the Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club for the use of their premises. Thanks 
to everyone who attended and supported this event.

80 Ladies sat down for afternoon cream tea and then enjoyed the fashion show 
with the sun shining outside.

The total raised on the day was £2,188. An amazing amount and thanks to the 
wonderful team of WEDMORE FRIENDS, The Frock Shop and the models.

Shirley Wederell, 
Chair of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare

Coffee Morning for Cancer Research UK
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to my 
coffee morning on May Day Bank Holiday Monday, in aid of Cancer 
Research UK.

The final total is an amazing £1,591.57!!
Thanks to everyone who manned a stall, or brought a cake or raffle 

prize, or helped in any way on the day or donated before or after the 
event. Thanks also to Amesbury and Puddy, Mark Shop, Sanders Garden Centre, 
Draycott Garden Centre, Essence Hair in Wedmore and L&F Inspired Hair Salon 
in Highbridge for their raffle donations. Thank you. Lynne

Wedmore Good Neighbours – How Can We Help You?
The Wedmore Good Neighbours Group is now relatively 
well established and supporting a steady stream of 
people in the local community with a wide variety of 
‘neighbourly’ requests.

As you might expect most calls continue to be from 
people needing transport for medical appointments 
or visiting a vaccination centre. Now that lockdown 

restrictions have eased we’re also providing lifts to local club and society meetings. 
We’re pleased to report that feedback from those using the service has been extremely 
positive. ‘Everyone has been so lovely, it’s like having a friend take you’ being a good 
example.

Our volunteers are also available to help in a number of other ways. Maybe you 
need some light work doing in the garden? Or someone to do a few days dog walking 
if you are unwell? Got some rubbish that needs taking to the local recycling centre – 
we can probably manage that too. Perhaps you are unable to get out of the house for 
some reason but need something from the local shops or chemist?
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Volunteers can also help with writing letters and filling forms, including assisting 
with simple tasks that need completing online. Last but not least, you might just want 
some company over a cuppa? The group can handle a wide variety of requests – but 
occasionally has to decline simply because the insurance policy does not cover every 
circumstance.

Whatever your request please call 01934 806299 and leave a message - a volunteer 
will reply within 24 hours. Please note that we’re not part of social services, or an 
emergency service…we’re just good neighbours!

Wedmore Good Neighbours is operated by volunteers and has received some 
start-up funding from Sedgemoor District Council and the Somerset Community 
Foundation. It’s free to use but the group does have running costs – insurance, petrol 
expenses, as well as vetting and training of volunteers. So, if you do use the service 
and want to make a small donation, this is always very welcome! On the other hand, 
if you’d like to become a volunteer that would be very welcome also – call the number 
above and we’ll be in touch.

If you’d like more detailed information about the group and how it operates visit 
the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing website – www.whawb.co.uk/gns/

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and with the support of 
Wedmore Parish Council here is this month’s item relating to our health and wellbeing.

Our local healthcare charity
Wedmore and Axbridge Community Health Fund is a charity supporting the work 
of Axbridge & Wedmore Medical Practice. For almost 35 years, the fund has used 
monies donated to it to provide medical and patient support equipment for the Practice 
and its patients. It has provided equipment ranging from a blender for a person with 
eating difficulties to the hire of a stair lift for a person at the end of life. It has recently 
supplied, due to Covid 19 requirements, locally-made scrubs for 18 members of staff 
and aprons/gloves dispenser and clinical waste bins. The Trustees of the Fund are 
extremely grateful to all those who have made donations to support the work of the 
Fund. The donations are usually made in thanks for use of the equipment purchased 
or in lieu of flowers at a funeral in grateful thanks for the care and attention given to 
their loved one by the doctors and nurses of the practice. If you would like to make 
a donation, please do not hesitate to contact the Fund secretary, Shirley Wederell 
on 01934 712089. In addition to specialist equipment the Fund also supports three 
projects, which help to promote the wellbeing of people in the Community, as follows:

Art For Fun
Art for Fun is an informal group where people can get together, 
enjoy drawing and painting, have a cup of coffee and biscuits 
and chat to others. It is supported by Wedmore and Axbridge 
Community Health Fund so it is completely free to participants. 
Anyone can come along whether or not they have done any 
drawing or painting before, including the people who are 
convinced that they can’t! Materials are provided so there is 
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(452) (635)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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Somerset Sparkling Wine 
……………………………. 

From grapes grown on the 
south-facing slopes of the 

Isle of Wedmore 

Available direct from the 
vineyard or from  the Village 

Store and the Swan 

mowbartonestate.co.uk  
07919100455      

Free local delivery  
(592)

(611)

 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)
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no need to go out and buy equipment, which can be expensive. The time to buy your 
own is when you decide what you want to draw and what medium you want to use. 
There is no formal teaching but help is given where needed in any medium. The 
group meets on Wednesday mornings in the Church Rooms, Axbridge, from 9.30 am 
to 12.00 noon. There is no commitment to come every week, just join in when you 
can. This is an opportunity to try something new in a relaxed atmosphere. So, if you 
are interested in joining, either contact Sally MacLean for more information or just 
drop in for coffee, you will be most welcome.

Sally MacLean, Tel: 01934 712032 / 07793 813 227 
sally_maclean@btinternet.com

Music in Mind
This group takes place in the Masonic Hall, usually 
fortnightly, on Monday afternoons from 2.15 to 3.30 pm. 
Memory problems can take away a person’s ability to 
relate to others and lead to feelings of isolation. But even 
when a person is struggling to keep a hold on the world 
and their place within it, music can reach them and touch 
the spot. People find themselves joining in with the rhythms and often remember the 
words to sing a variety of songs. They respond to the music – you can see it in their 
faces and in the tapping feet! It can be an uplifting time and also a shared emotional 
experience. Music in Mind is a safe space for people to come with their carers, have 
a cup of tea and a sociable chat and then enjoy an hour of music. We sing, play some 
percussion instruments, listen to music – sometimes this is a short live performance 
by volunteers who play/sing for us. Since the pandemic, our numbers have dropped 
and we have room to welcome a few more people, so please encourage anyone who 
might appreciate such a group to get in touch with me: Stella Moore (Music Therapist) 
davestellamoore@btinternet.com 07896509754/01934 732282

Music Matters
This group of people from the local community share and 
enjoy an afternoon of song and music. It is a friendly social 
gathering to sing, chat and catch-up with a tea or coffee. It is 
open to anyone who is living with memory impairment or feels 
a sense of isolation. We meet alternate Tuesday afternoons at 
Axbridge Town hall from 2.15-3.45 pm. For further information 
please do get in touch if you are interested or know someone 

who may benefit. Facilitated by Maureen Campbell, a trained ‘Singing for the 
Brain’ facilitator and Movement Psychotherapist. Telephone 01934 852869 or email 
mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk.

A New Surgery in Wedmore?
As well as supporting these three projects regularly, the Wedmore and Axbridge 
Community Health Fund is currently undertaking a feasibility study to establish 
whether a new Surgery building can be built in Wedmore. This major project is being 
considered due to the donation of £370,000 following the closure of the Wedmore 
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Ambulance Trust (a local charity). Information about this has been published 
previously in the Wedmore News and residents of Wedmore and patients of the 
Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice were invited to an exhibition on 28 May. 
Over 230 people visited the exhibition to find out more and were invited to give their 
views. For more information about this project see below. Axbridge and Wedmore 
Medical Practice are currently recruiting a salaried GP (4-6 sessions per week). This 
would help to provide some routine appointments in Wedmore. If you know of anyone 
who would be interested in coming to our lovely community, please advise them to 
contact Celia Townend, Practice Manager, on 01934 732464.

Save the Date!
We are delighted to be able at last to hold our second Wedmore Wellbeing Day on 
Saturday 17 September. This will help us find out about many aspects of optimising 
our wellbeing. Look out for more information in subsequent issues of Wedmore News.

For easy links to all the websites mentioned please go to our own Health & 
Wellbeing website www.whawb.co.uk and go to the Wedmore News item for July 2022.

Cathy Butterworth, 
Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project

New Branch Surgery in Wedmore
Thanks to all of you who visited the surgery consultation 
event on 27 and 28 May. Around 250 people attended and, 
of those who expressed a view, 89% were in favour of the 
principle of a new surgery.

Views on the three sites were more mixed.

West of Lascot Hill:
80% of the people who commented on this site opposed 
it. When combined with the lack of information from the 
landowner / housebuilder, we feel this site should be discounted.

Worthington Woods:
Views on this site were more evenly balanced, but the exceptional infrastructure 
costs, the work undertaken by the Green Group on site and the odour objection 
from Wessex Water count against this as a realistic site. The Doctors are particularly 
concerned at the odour issue.

Heath House Road:
This site attracted the most comments (101) and, of these, over 67% were in favour. 
However, we acknowledge the problems which need to be addressed such as vehicle 
and pedestrian access, flooding and the safe cycling route to Sexey’s School.

We also asked whether there were any additional sites which we had not considered. 
Whilst seven sites were put forward, none were proposed by the landowner. As a 
result, there is major uncertainty about whether any of the sites would be available 
now, easily delivered and provided free of cost to the Health Fund.
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Music for Weddings,  
Parties and Events

Jazz Machine is a highly experienced and 
professional band providing music and 
musicians for any event in the UK or abroad. 
Our experience ranges from London Hotels 
to Local Weddings, Corporate Entertainment 
and International Touring.

Contact:
For a free quote or to discuss your 

requirements, call  
Edward Leaker on 07773 350973 
or email info@edwardleaker.com

For more info and audio clips visit: 
www.edwardleaker.com

(444)

 

Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

A-Tanks 
Suppliers of septic tanks, 

sewage treatment systems, 
pumping stations,  

cesspools, silage effluent  
and many other tanks

We can also offer 
installation

For free consultation 
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

(481)
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MOBILE 07773 010873
HOME 01278 320253

  HOMES INSIDE AND OUT
  GARDEN FURNITURE

  SHEDS
  FENCES
  FREE QUOTES

Peter the Painter
(659)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Reduce tiredness, stress or anxiety
Soothe pain, especially from arthritis
Alleviate ongoing medical conditions

Relief  during cancer treatments

Lift your mood with a feeling of  wellbeing

Or simply come in to be pampered and indulged in 
luxurious and relaxing surroundings

Contact Wendy Rider MAR
Tel: 01934 713213  Mobile: 07935 275451  email: wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from 9, The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1 06/01/2022   12:3806/01/2022   12:38

(685)
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Taking all of these factors together, we feel that the most realistic option is the land 
at Heath House Road. However, a final decision cannot be taken until investigations 
have been completed in respect of access, flooding and the safe route to Sexey’s School.

We will keep you updated as matters progress over the next few months. If you 
wish to discuss matters further, we will have a stall at the Wedmore Street Fair on 
Saturday 2 July.

Alan Benson, 
Chair of the Wedmore and Axbridge Community Health Fund

Wedmore Harvest Home Lunch and Tea Tickets
Lunch and Tea Tickets are now available to buy from Arthur 
Gadd on 01934 713063 or 07527 488531 and also in the Village 
Store.

Prices are: Tea £4 each for Adult and Child. Lunch £30 for 
over 16s, all you can eat including beer, cider and wine. We are 
reserving tables again this year for parties of 8 or more for lunch, 
give me a call for more information. Please remember we have 
changed our day to Saturday this year 20 August. Let’s make it a year to remember.

International Award Winners Hope to Build on Pandemic Success
A Somerset band who received international recognition during the height of the 
Coronavirus pandemic are hoping to further build on their already impressive 
achievements.

Rileys Cove, an acoustic duo from Somerset, wrote and released their debut 
single and EP during the 2020 lockdowns, which saw the local pair receive the 

prestigious ISSA ‘International Band 
Single of the Year’ award for their original 
song ‘Without’, recorded at Beehive 
Studios in Westonzoyland.

Guitar player Scottie who makes up one 
half of the band said ‘We were completely 
overwhelmed and shocked to receive the 
award last summer. It’s still really hard 
to believe that amongst the thousands of 
members and original songs in the running, 
a humble acoustic duo based in the heart 
of Somerset took the trophy’.

A year on, Rileys Cove have been back 
to the studio enjoying a more ‘normal’ 

writing and recording experience as they record new music, but their enthusiasm 
remains as high as ever. ‘Somerset is full of incredibly talented bands and musicians, 
so when you receive that kind of recognition, it’s a huge confidence boost, especially 
when we just do it because we enjoy it’, said Scottie.

The band have been back in the studio recently recording four new original tracks 
for their second release, which they’re hoping will achieve similar success to their 
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debut EP ‘High’ which has been played on radio stations around the world, including 
America, Australia and Ireland, as well as UK stations including a number of BBC 
stations.

Rileys Cove play a soulful collection of acoustic songs, described as easy listening 
with a country twang, with the vocals provided by singer Chelle, who works in 
communications and marketing.

The pair returned to BeeHive Studios in Westonzoyland to record their second 
EP in December, which is titled Moth. It features new original songs Show Me the 
Way, Moth, Gin and Lemonade and Falling, as well as a stripped back cover of the 
Cranberries classic, Zombie.

It’s available to listen to now by streaming or downloading via Spotify/iTunes/
Apple/Google play/YouTube and you can keep up to date with news and future Rileys 
Cove performances via the website www.rileyscove.com or by searching Rileys Cove 
on Instagram and Facebook.

Gold Through the Rain
Twas wet, and the slithy toves were all damp along the edges of 
the secluded Somerset bridleway.

There was no noise but the roar of the rain and the splodging 
sound coming from the boots of my walking companions as we 
trudged together from muddy to even muddier.

With every step I could feel the frantic flurry of raindrops 
hitting my pac-a-mac and slowly coming together to form miniature rivers that ran 
down my front and back. They created damp lines on my Wranglers that made them 
look more liked ‘washed stone’ than ‘stone washed’.

We had set off in the warm morning sun, the early brightness encouraging us on. 
A delightful array of golden shards stretched down from the heavens and alighted 
on the South Somerset landscape near Crewkerne. Yet, within minutes of setting 
out, the early light had given way to the torrential downpour that now seemed as if 
it would last forever.

‘Not much further’, said our guide, ‘we’ll be there in the next few minutes’. And 
so we walked on through the carousel of rain.

Something that you may not know is that my wife is also a Vicar, and, as part of 
our training, we are to take a placement in another parish. So rather than do two 
separate placements, we chose to do one together. After all, since the first day that 
we met at theological college, until the present, we have never worked together, so 
we decided to put ourselves to the test.

There’s nothing so testing as rain, as water, because it seems to get everywhere, but 
through the rain we were walking with our placement supervisor to see a community 
project that had been set up to help people find new skills.

It did not sound like much, and to tell you the truth I was liking the idea of the visit 
less by the minute as the rain poured down. Yet as we came to end of the bridleway, 
I could see a large collection of tents on the other side of the road in the grounds of 
a larger house.
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““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 

T: 01934 713714
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset

(345)



26 July 2022

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)

OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc
77  ddaayyss  aa  wweeeekk

* Breakfast  * Lunch  * Booking Essential

* Function Room available for hire

TEL : 01934 713649 
office@wedmoregolfclub.com     www.wedmoregolfclub.com

(351)

o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)
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As we got closer to the tents, the grounds around them were divided into various 
sections that contained a variety of animals: goats, pigs and ponies. Then suddenly 
beyond the pigsty there was a burst of bright lights that came from a sort of large 
wooden shed that had been hidden from view only moments before. Now the smell 
of hot food cooking filled the damp air and made it all the more enticing.

‘That’s where the action is,’ said our supervisor and we strode quickly in the 
direction of culinary delights and somewhere dry.

If there is gold at the end of a rainbow then I am certain that there is gold through 
the rain, for the scene inside was like something from The Hobbit, where Bilbo finds 
his kitchen full of merry faces busy preparing a meal. Within seconds a mug of tea 
had been placed into my hand and one of the managers introduced themselves and 
proceeded to show us around.

Acts of Random Kindness, or ARK, was started by a local couple a few years ago 
on a twelve-acre site to offer activities and experiences to improve the health and 
wellbeing of anyone in the community who may need it. The whole purpose of these 
activities and experiences is that all who attend might live life to their full potential 
and, by extension, they enable the participation and inclusion of those who might 
otherwise be lonely and isolated.

Over the next hour we heard some incredible stories of how the lives of local people 
had been changed for the better. All around us were examples of things that had 
been created or grown. In particular, a dragon’s head and a couple of huge reindeers 
woven from willow by a person who had gone from novice to master craftsman in 
less than twelve months. It is truly amazing what humans can achieve when in the 
right environment.

As we left it was still raining, but we could no longer see it, all we could see was 
the gentle glow of gold through the rain.

*To find out more about the inspirational work of ARK visit: www.arkategwood.com
Rev. Sam Healey, 

Curate for the Isle of Wedmore Benefice

Coming Soon
Wedmore Harvest Home – Saturday 20 August
The event will follow its usual course. It will begin with the 
traditional harvest service in The Borough, followed by crowning 
of the King, Queen, Prince and Princess. Then moving on to our 
procession of fancy dress (don’t forget the dogs and horses), 
floats and classic vehicles which will then move around the village 
towards the playing fields. This is followed by a harvest lunch for 
adults (16+), live music from 3pm, children’s tea and entertainment from 4pm, and 
evening of live music and dancing from 8pm.

Ticket prices will be as follows:
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• Lunch: The traditional all you can eat main course, including meats and salads, 
dessert / cheese and biscuits with wine, beer and cider included - £30 per person

• Children’s Tea: £4 per person in advance, £5 per person on the door.
• Evening tickets: Headline act is The Leylines with supporting bands and DJ 

- £15 per person.
Please contact Arthur Gadd – 713063 - for ticket enquiries, also available in the 

Village Store.
The well-stocked bar will be open all day serving beers, wine, soft drinks and spirits. 

This year we hope to have contactless card payment systems at both the caravan and 
the bar. We will also be accepting cash.

We are also pleased to announce that our new website is now live! All information 
will be kept up to date so keep an eye out for updates.

www.wedmoreharvesthome.co.uk
We also have our instagram account, follow us @wedmoreharvesthome
We look forward to seeing you all there!!!

Tom and The Harvest Home Committee

Theale Show – Saturday 3 September 2022
Preparations are well underway for this year’s Theale Show and it’s shaping up to be 
another fun day out for everyone. The competition itself has over 130 classes to choose 
from and we hope that there’s something for either you, your family or your friends 
to enter, whether it’s grown, baked, crafted, brewed or simply laid by your chickens. 
The schedule with the full list of classes will be available to pick up from the Wedmore 
Village Store (paper shop), or available to view online at www.thealeshow.com. If you 
have any queries don’t hesitate to contact us by phone on 01934 806157.

Even if you don’t get round to entering anything, please come and join us in 
our enchanting village orchard for the afternoon, to not only admire the quality of 
locally home-grown produce, but also to enjoy the variety of stalls, food options and 
with the Green Man bar open all day. There will be plenty of activities for kids too, 
so it really is a fun, great value family afternoon out. As per last year, the afternoon 
will slide nicely into an evening of live entertainment, this time featuring local talent 
from our very own parish, with Chris Jagger and his band headlining and bringing 
the show to a close.

We look forward to seeing you then.

The ‘Plenty Thirst’ Wedmore Real Ale Festival (9 – 11 September 2022)
We’re back and we would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
our new committee members, Jo Blackburn, Matt Lloyd and James 
Loughrey. They have all volunteered to join the existing team and 
help put on our annual ale festival.

For everyone new to the area, we organise and run an annual 
ale festival in September, where we hope to educate you on real 
ale, give you a great, local event to enjoy and raise some money 
for local worthy causes.
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MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 
If you think your life could be better, you’re right, it can! 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias   
Panic attacks - Weight management 

 

Michelle Louise Balson 
RGN, DSFH, AfSFH, MNCH (Reg), CNHC 

Registered Nurse &  
Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

Wedmore Surgery   
Hampden Osteopathic Clinic, Winscombe 

Cowan House, Weston Super Mare 

WWW.MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

07887902557 
Life is too short to be burdened with anxiety

(647)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)
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CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 OSTEOPATHY   Janet White 
  Sebastian Partono 

 ACUPUNCTURE  Dan Lloyd 

 MASSAGE  Jo Wilkins 

 HYPNOTHERAPY        Michelle Balson

(537)

(602)

(622)
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In the last 20 years we have been able to donate an incredible £226,320 to local 
worthy causes!! This would not have been possible without you our sponsors, so a 
huge thank you again for your ongoing support.

The festival will be held on Friday 9 – Sunday 11 September and we will be returning 
to the glorious and highly popular Glebe Field, Manor Lane, Wedmore, BS28 4EQ.

This year, we will again be looking to have over 100 barrels of ale and cider for 
you to try, as well as a selection of craft beers and the local Gin Jar bar.

Food will also be provided throughout the festival and we will confirm this year’s 
selection nearer to the festival.

We can confirm that this year’s live, headline music will be provided by one of our popular 
local bands, One for the Road, who will be performing on Friday evening. In keeping with 
this year’s jubilee theme, Queen Rocks will be belting out hit after hit for us all to get up 
and dance to on Saturday evening. So, as this year’s theme will be The Unofficial Queen’s 
Jubilee, your fancy dress options are Queen, the Royal Family or anything Jubilee!

Our sponsor packs have already gone out to our existing sponsors, but if you 
would be interested in supporting the festival by sponsoring a barrel of beer or cider, 
or anything else on offer, then Sarah Love would be delighted to hear from you. Just 
email sponsors@wedmorerealale.co.uk with your details and Sarah will be in touch.

We will also be appealing for prizes and lots for the Sunday afternoon’s raffle and 
auction. If you have an item / service / promise that you wish to donate, please contact 
Matt Lloyd on wraf@wedmorerealale.co.uk. Our raffle and auction is always a great 
fundraiser, so your contributions will make a real difference to local worthy causes.

If you would like to volunteer during the build, running or take down of the festival, 
then please contact Sam Brown on wraf@wedmorerealale.co.uk. Helping at such a 
social event is always popular and really doesn’t feel like work at all.

You can pre-order your 2022 Polo and T-Shirts, or a festival hoodie. Please visit 
our online store - https://wedmorerealale.co.uk/shop/

To keep up to date with the final details for this year’s festival please like our 
Facebook page @wedmorerealalefestival, follow us on twitter @WedmoreRealAle 
or go to our website www.wedmorerealale.com.

Until our next update.
Alan Page, 

Wedmore Real Ale Festival

The Turnip Prize 2022
The Turnip Prize is a spoof art award of the lesser-known Turner Prize. 
We will be accepting entries for this year’s competition from Monday 1 
November. Entries should take the least amount of effort possible to create.

To enter, contact: Trevor 01934 710004 or 07812848011 or The New 
Inn, Wedmore.

Alternatively leave your entry at The New Inn, Combe Batch, Wedmore, Somerset. 
BS28 4DU. Please include your name or pseudonym, contact phone number and the title 
of your entry. Closing date for entries will be Friday 19 November. The winner will be 
announced at The New Inn, Wedmore, Somerset on Wednesday 7 December at 6.30pm.

For more info visit The New Inn, Wedmore or our facebook page.
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Club Reports and Society Updates
Wedmore In Bloom
At the time of writing, we haven’t yet held our cream team event on 25 June, so let’s 
hope the sun shone, the cream teas were delicious and we raised a good amount for 
Wedmore in Bloom.

As you can see, we now have our summer planting in, and we hope you are enjoying 
the colourful displays. This year we have battled with slugs and snails, and have tried 
a range of natural remedies with varying success. Please let us know if you have a 
foolproof (natural) remedy!

Finally, we would like to thank all those who stop and chat to the volunteers and 
say how much they appreciate the work we do. It means such a lot to us.

Wedmore WI
Wedmore WI – WOW!
Wedmore WI now has a new name – 
Women of Wedmore. The name was chosen 
by members at the recent AGM out of a list of ideas put forward at a previous meeting.

Despite the new name we are still part of the WI and we are pleased to announce 
we now have 48 members. Those who were present at the AGM discovered more 
about each other during a fun icebreaker game. In this enjoyable ‘getting to know 
you’ activity we were given a set amount of time to find out what we might have in 
common with someone else.

Wedmore WI President Jill Cornelius with Vice President/Treasurer Lexie Gower (left) 

and Secretary Ann-Marie Hynds (right) at the AGM.
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MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

Interior and Exterior 
Painting & Decorating.

Garden Landscape & Maintenance.
Fencing & Decking.

Call Nick for a quote on
01278 786363 or 07522 531272

email - insideoutsidepainting@outlook.com
www.insideoutpainting.co.uk

(694)
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

(440)
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Our next meeting is on Wednesday 13 July, 7pm, when medical herbalist Jutta 
Blumenthal will talk about the benefits of fresh herbs from your garden.

Future events include an afternoon boat trip and cream tea on the Flower of 
Bristol on Sunday 7 August.

Women of Wedmore meet at the Masonic Hall. We are a friendly bunch! For more 
information, please contact wedmorewi@outlook.com

Club50
We enjoyed our first excursion since Covid in May with a trip to Lynton and Lynmouth.
This was followed in June by Sidmouth which is always a favourite. If you wish to join 
us on any of our trips, please contact Pauline Lunn 01934 732517. On 20 July we have 
a member’s Summer Lunch in the Masonic Hall.

Isle of Wedmore Society – Report of 26 May Meeting
Twenty-three Society members and two visitors were 
treated to an extremely interesting talk by Dr Francis 
Burroughes BEM, who has had his own glassmaking 
business. Although titled ‘Bristol Blue Glass,’ he covered, 
with amusing comments, the history of glass from the very 
earliest times. Thus, from prehistoric times, glass, known 
as obsidian, has occurred naturally in lumps when volcanic 
lava cools rapidly. Early craftsmen would use this to create 
jewellery such as necklaces.

However, it was only around 3,500 years or so BC that glass began to be made 
by mankind with origins in the Middle east, Mesopotamia and Egypt in particular 
and gradually spreading outwards from there. Glass production flourished in the 
Roman Empire and spread throughout the Empire. By the time of the Crusades, 
glass manufacturing had developed in Venice which became the glassmaking centre 
of the western world and in 1291 was transferred to the nearby island of Murano. By 
the late 1500s many Venetian glassmakers migrated to Northern Europe with some 
coming to England. Suffolk was an early centre and Bristol (then England’s second 
largest city in the late Middle Ages) later became a centre for its export.

We learnt that although the Romans had window glass, this was opaque and it was 
only with the invention and introduction of lead to the glass making process that clear 
glass began to be made. In medieval times, window glass so precious that sometime 
when a royal court changed locations the window frames, complete with their glass 
would be moved with it! Variants also developed but it was not until around 1730 that 
the production of the famous blue glass commenced.

Not only a great talk but we were shown and allowed to handle examples of glass 
items (opaque, clear and blue), some very old and precious, from throughout the 
ages. This really brought the event to life.

Ian Tomes, 
Secretary Isle of Wedmore Society
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The Tuesday Club Jubilee Celebrations

After  a l l  the  weekend 
P l a t i n u m  J u b i l e e 
Celebrations,  Wedmore 
Tuesday Club on 7 June 
decided to hold a Platinum 
Jubi lee  Lunch  for  our 
members (25 attendees). We 
decorated the small hall at the 
village hall with Union Jacks 
and bunting, our members all 
had a crown to wear, Union 
Jack napkins, Union Jack 
table runners and to get us 
really in the mood Janet Smith 
came with her keyboard. It has 
to be said we had a brilliant 
singalong, sure we could be 
heard all along the Borough. 
Everyone just had the best 
time and, to finish, our 
amazing four ladies in the 
kitchen did a superb two-
course lunch.

Graham Whitcombe
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Wedmore Twinning Association
Wedmore Twinning is back up and running. It’s been three years since we last shared 
a drink or two with our French friends, but at long last the wait is over. From 11 to 
14 August we will once again be back in the French sunshine. If this is something 
that appeals to you, why don’t you seek us out at the Wedmore Street Fair, where our 
French café will be open for business, providing tea, coffee, cake, light lunches, soft 
drinks and plenty of wine, beer and cider. Simon, Nickey, Helen, Rosie, Alex, James, 
Charlie and Steve will be there to welcome you and give you all the information you 
want about the WTA.

See you all then.

Simon Hann

Mr Punch’s Folk Club
‘Folk in the Orchard’ – Sunday 3 July, 1.30 - 5pm
A summer afternoon of songs, music and verse in the delightful orchard at Theale 
Village Hall thanks to Dave Bodley. Entrance £3.

Cream teas on sale (it would be helpful if you can let us know beforehand if you’d 
like one) bring your own garden chair and sunshade and any other refreshment. 
Phone 712144

Open Mic, Theale Village Hall – Friday 8 July
At 8pm: singers, musicians and poets. Traditional and contemporary folk and audience, 
of course. Bring your own refreshments - £2.

Open Mic, Theale Village Hall – Friday 22 July
At 8pm: singers, musicians and poets. Traditional and contemporary folk and audience, 
£2 bring your own refreshments.

Theale Film Club: ‘The Duke’ – Sunday 17 July
Theale Village Hall. The tale of a good man, determined to change the world and save 
his marriage. The story of the first and only Theft in the National Gallery’s History, 
with Jim Broadbent. Phone 712144

An Invitation
Did you know that Wedmore has an active Probus Club?

We are actively seeking applications for new Members from semi-retired and 
retired gentlemen. Wedmore Probus is a very friendly group of like-minded people 
and we offer a range of varied and interesting talks.

We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month at the Wedmore 
Golf Club. Members are welcome to join after the Meeting for lunch.

Do join us! We would be very interested to hear from you.
Please contact Honorary Secretary: Mr Ross Young
Tel. No. 01934-710255, email: randjyoung@btopenworld.com
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WEDMORE WEDMORE 
BED&BREAKFASTBED&BREAKFAST

2 LARGE DELUXE2 LARGE DELUXE
EN-SUITE TWIN /EN-SUITE TWIN /
DOUBLE ROOMSDOUBLE ROOMS

IN CENTRALIN CENTRAL
WEDMOREWEDMORE

TEL: 07557 912468TEL: 07557 912468

(585)

Rachel Badrick
Sales Progressor

Lisa Cope
Sales Advisor

lodestoneproperty.co.uk

THE WELLS TRIO
MAKING HOMES HAPPEN

With houses selling fast and with rural house prices 
continuing to rise at three times the national rate*, now 

could be the time to sell or let.

Through our dedicated sales team, sales progressor, 
lettings manager, local specialist viewing agents and an 

online global reach of over 100,000 a month, we are well-
placed to help make your next home happen.

Please call our Wells offi  ce if you would like
further advice about the current market.

*Based on sale of property in the South West of England, Offi  ce for National Statistics — September 2021

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

shaftesbury@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01747 442577

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088

Rosa Clutterbuck
Lettings Manager

(706)

• Loud snoring
• Episodes of stopping breathing
• Gasping or choking during sleep
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Morning headaches
• Poor concentration or memory

What are the symptoms of 
sleep apnea?

The Better Sleep Clinic is a Bristol-based online sleep
clinic run by doctors. We diagnose and treat a variety
of sleep disorders and specialise in obstructive sleep
apnea.

We provide video consultations with consultant sleep
specialists, run home diagnostic tests and provide
highly effective treatments, including CPAP.

Visit www.the bettersleepclinic.co.uk
and start your journey to better sleep

today.

(723)
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GENTLEMEN'S BARBER & LADIES HAIRDRESSER

 

BOOK NOW
01934712861

info@harveyjameshair.com

07584633853

www.harveyjameshair.com
Direct online booking 

 

HARVEY JAMES HAIR
2 Providence House
The Borough
Wedmore
BS28 4EG

Opening hours
Monday CLOSED

Tuesday CLOSED

Wednesday 08:30 - 17: 30

Thursday 08:00 - 18:00

Friday 08:30  - 17:00

Saturday 07:00 - 14:00

Sunday 08:00 - 12:00

We're hiring

Colour Technician
For more information:
www.harveyjameshair.com/
careers

(721)

AAddrriiaann  TTaayylloorr  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE CHEDDAR VALLEY HANDYMAN 

Home Improvements inside & outside, odd jobs, 
repairs, DIY, garden services, general maintenance. 

Free quotations, fully insured, no job too small. 
Call: 07779 676 233 
HHoonneesstt,,  rreelliiaabbllee,,  llooccaall..  

Email: cheddarvalleyhandyman@gmail.com 
Website: cheddarvalleyhandyman.co.uk 

Follow me on Facebook: Cheddar Valley Handyman 
Please tell me where you saw my advert! 

(722)



40 July 2022

2 - Sat St Mary’s Church coffee morning 9.30am - 12.00noon Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Street Fair 11am - 4pm The Borough 

Worthington Woods work party 4.00pm 

3 - Sun Folk in the Orchard - Mr Punch’s Folk Club 1.30 - 5pm Theale Village Hall

5 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

New Inn Open Mic 8.00pm New Inn Wedmore

6 - Wed Blackford Cafe 2 - 4pm Blackford VH

8 - Fri Bristol Old Vic theatre school present Vanity Fair 7.30pm Wedmore VH 

Open mic traditional and contemporary folk 8.00pm Theale Village Hall

9 - Sat Wedmore in Bloom work party 9.30am meet outside the George 

Wedmore Opera presents Music for a Summer Evening 7.00pm Wedmore VH

10 - Sun Wedmore 40 30 charity cycle ride  Wedmore playing fields

12 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

13 - Wed Probus 10.30am Wedmore golf club 

Women of Wedmore (Wedmore WI) 7.00pm Masonic Hall

14 - Thu The One Off Comedy Special 7.30pm Wedmore VH

15 - Fri Somerset food trail - Worthington Woods food forest 15th - 24th June

16 - Sat Theale Community Cafe 10am - 12 noon Theale VH

17 - Sun Dame Edna’s Raising it for Ukraine read through 5.00pm Wedmore VH 

Theale Film Club - The Duke 7.00pm Theale VH

19 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH 

Wedmore Gardening Club - speaker Christopher Bond 7.30pm Masonic Hall Wedmore

20 - Wed Club 50 members summer lunch  Masonic Hall Wedmore

22 - Fri Open mic - singers, musicians, poets 8.00pm Theale VH

25 - Mon Green Wedmore meeting 7.30pm St Mary’s Church

26 - Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am - 2.30pm Wedmore VH

27 - Wed Probus - talk - The man who rebuilt Wessex  Wedmore Golf Club

What’s On in the Parish July 2022
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY 
Pilates 6.30pm Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 7.45pm Blackford VH 
Beavers 5.45 - 6.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 6.30pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Bridge Club 7.00pm via Zoom  Steve Pedrick 01934 712852 
Scouts 7.15 - 8.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

TUESDAY 
Chair Yoga 10.00am Wedmore VH  Jo Willis 07552 711101 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am Little Lambs + Jane Bewick 01934 713745 
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH  Lesley Nichols 01934 712045 
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH  Rhian Weston 07854 594268 
Music Matters 2.30pm Via Zoom  mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30 - 7.45pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438 
Pilates with Anna MacGregor 
- beginner / general class 6.00 - 7.00pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883 
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 7.15pm Wedmore VH  Anna MacGregor 07587 703883

WEDNESDAY 
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH + Gail Millard 01934 713922 
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH + Sue Moreman 01934 710278 
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH + Elaine Tilling 01934 713650 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH  Tabitha 
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm via Zoom  John Beasley 01749 672482

THURSDAY 
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH  Tabitha 07977 362817 
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH 
Wedmore Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH  Nikki Pryn 07519 630365 
Ballet Classes 4.00pm Bristol Ballet Centre + bristolballetcentre.co.uk 
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut + Bill Belshaw 01934 712438

FRIDAY 
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School  + Penny Wallace 07833 105418 
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall + Jim Collett 01934 712663
+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish July 2022



42 July 2022

Cheryl Childs 
Beauty | Skin Care | Anti-Ageing 

Cheryl Childs Beauty  -  by appointment only  
Cheddar | Somerset | 01934 744384 | cheryl@cherylchilds.co.uk | www.cherylchilds.co.uk 

Gift Vouchers 
 

Beautifully presented gift vouchers for a range of 
beauty, skin care and anti-ageing treatments, or for a 
value of your choice. 
  

An ideal gift for a birthday or any special occasion! 

CACI non-surgical face lifting 
Katherine Daniels facials 
Outback Organics waxing  
Electrolysis / thermology 
Eye treatments 
 

(716)

Mark   Somerset   TA9 4NG    •   Chippenham   Wiltshire   SN14 6LH

T   01249 651 212    E   mwhite@lonsdaleservices.co.uk    W   lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.

Achieve your financial goals
   Pensions & SIPPs 
   ISAs  
   Care Fee Plans 
   Investing: Income or Growth
   Inheritance Tax Planning
   Trust Investments
   Mortgaging & Remortgaging

Call Mark on 07508 706770 for local independent financial advice

(719)
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Green Wedmore
Help us achieve green-focused projects that are convivial, inclusive, 
local and achievable.Visit www.greenwedmore.co.uk (there should 
be a shiny new website by the time you read this) and sign up to 
receive information.

Please see and like our Facebook page. There is a lot going on:

Worthington Woods Food Forest
It was marvellous to 
welcome the Brownies 
to the Food Forest 
outdoor meeting area 
and we are looking 
forward to welcoming 
p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l 
over the county To 
Worthington Woods 
for the Somerset Food 
Trail.

The Food Forest 
is oozing with the 
summer sights and 
sounds of nature – 
including fruits and 
berries for you to 
pick and enjoy. Two 
o u t d o o r  m e e t i n g 
areas,  bird boxes, 
bat boxes, hedgehog 
boxes and bee/bug 
hote l s  nes t led  in 
amongst the fruit trees 
and fruit bushes. This 
unloved and derelict 
land has turned into 
a remarkable village 
asset.

If you have time to 
take on a specific task 
down there, please 
contact us. Otherwise 
see you perhaps at the 
regular monthly get 

togethers/work parties on the first Saturday on each month from 4pm …. So, see you 
on the 2 July if you have energy after the Street Fair.
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The Big Moth Count at Worthington Woods
At the inaugural event in June, moths, butterflies and caterpillars were everywhere. 
We identified and recorded them in iNaturalist, we learned how light pollution upsets 
these creatures, we learned about larval food plants, and we were all inspired to help 
address insect decline. Join us next time and get involved.

The ‘Close to Home’ Village Cookbooks
‘Eastercakegate’ is resolved and you can now confidently cook and enjoy Hazel 
Hudson’s traditional Somerset ‘cakes’ using 2 eggs … and not just at Easter

The cookbooks celebrate all that is local - a great present that showcases recipes 
from the Bellringers to The Brownies. On sale at The Cottage Gallery and the 
Wheatsheaf Smokehouse. You can also buy it online at www.greenwedmore.co.uk

The Street Fair
Green Wedmore will have a pitch at the Street Fair on Saturday 2 July. Can you spare 
an hour to help on the stall?

Terry’s Community Woods and Orchard
A big shout out to Adam Caunt, Rob Richley, and to a team of volunteers who are 
doing a marvellous job maintaining and enhancing this magical spot. It’s just 15 
minutes’ walk to the east of the village. If you have not yet been there, have a look at 
the website for the route and watch out for work parties soon.

Wedmore Community Mapping – Somerset Environmental Records Centre (SERC)
Let’s record our nature data so we can show that our natural environment is bouncing 
back in Wedmore.

Green Wedmore, collaborating with SERC, has launched the Wedmore 
Community Mapping scheme so everyone with a smart phone can learn and record 
all the amazing plants and animals we have in the parish. More information is on 
the SERC website; www.somerc.com/community-wildlife-mapping/ . To take part 
you just need to register for iNaturalist on your computer uk.inaturalist.org/ before 
downloading the iNaturalist and Seek apps on your phone (more info on those phone 
apps can be found at www.somerc.com/help-tell-us-what-you-see/).

Somerset Food Trail 2022 Comes to Wedmore
Put 15 to 24 July in your diaries.

Worthington Woods Food Forest and 14 other venues are in the Wedmore cluster. 
There are other clusters all over the county allowing you to celebrate local, decently 
produced food and drink. Look out for the maps, leaflets, and on-line info in the 
months to come and for the blue signs that will lead to you to the venues

The Autumn Big Tidy Up
Watch out for the next Tidy Up in the late Autumn once the roadside growth has 

died down. With fresh impetus from Blackford, many new helpers from Wedmore 
and re-equipped by a donation of litter pickers from Thatchers Cider, we are well set 
to help keep the roads and lanes around the village clean and cared for.
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National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Sunlit Solar has been providing clean, green 
energy across the South West since 2003 and 
is committed to working with Green Wedmore 
to help achieve their zero carbon goal for the 
parish. Discounted solar packages for residents 
of Wedmore parish which represent more than 
10% saving on typical prices available, please get 
in touch for an information pack.

DISCOUNTED SOLAR PACKAGES 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS

(642)

The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)
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(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)

(644)
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Repair Café
There is a new hand on the tiller, so look out for the return of the 
Repair Café - probably on the last Saturday in November.

If you are handy at mending things, please contact Green Wedmore 
and lend us a hand as we try to give fresh life to worn and damaged 
items.

A Community Supported Agriculture Scheme for Wedmore?
With a view to something similar in Wedmore, we had an inspirational visit to Plotgate 
Farm in June. If you have not been there – you should!

Wilder Churches
The Diocese of Bath and Wells and Somerset Wildlife Trust have combined forces to 
make churchyards more wildlife friendly. Watch out for how you can help in Wedmore.

Parish Council
The Parish Council do a great deal to support Green Wedmore and our local 
environment. They are short of councilors at present - can you play a part by becoming 
a parish councilor and help maintain the green momentum?

Green Wedmore Meetings
On the last Monday of every month at St Mary’s at 7.30pm ….. or at Worthington 
Woods Food Forest if the weather is good! Come along to see how you can help

Friends of St. Mary’s Wedmore
Not quite back to normal but getting there.

The One-Armed Bandit at The Street Fair
Looking forward to seeing you all at the Street Fair where, for the investment of just 
£1 - and with the help of our Human Fruit Machine - you might win a coconut.

The Wedmore 40 30, Sunday 10 July
With our partners at Weston Hospicecare, the 40 30 is the Friends’ biggest fund raiser 
of the year. If you have not registered, it is possibly not too late. See the separate 
article for info. If anyone wants to lend a hand on the day, we will find you a job!

Tower Tours
A full house and a lot of fun. Well done the bell ringers and everyone else who helped. 
Keep May Bank Holiday Monday, 1 May 2023, free in your diaries for the next edition

Christmas Cards
All but 3000 of the 2021 cards were sold and we are looking for good images/ideas 
for the next one ..... ideas anyone?

Adopt-a-Grave
Thanks to all of you who have adopted a grave and helped make the churchyard 
looked cared for and loved

The Clash of the Choirs
Much missed, but in our sights for a return in 2023 perhaps. Once everyone is 
comfortable cramming 10 choirs, their supporters and a whopping audience back into 
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St. Mary’s, the clapometer will reappear and this staple of the Wedmore calendar 
will return

Join Us and have a lot of fun raising money to help the congregation maintain 
and enhance our lovely church

David Hopkins: dahopkins@aol.com or 07984 924432

Wedmore Theatre Monthly Report
‘Dame Edna’s Raising It for Ukraine’ – All are invited to attend 
a read-through on 17 July.

Wedmore Theatre is putting on a fund-raising comedy revue 
this autumn, with a target to raise a minimum of £1,000 in aid of 
Ukraine. Rehearsals will begin in September, and performances 
will run for four nights in late November.

So that everybody interested in participating in this fun and 
worthy enterprise can find out more about our plans, and potentially sign up to be 
part of it, we are holding a comedy play-reading in Wedmore Village Hall on Sunday 
17 July, at 5pm, with a bar and nibbles, free and open to all who are interested. We’ll 
read a light-hearted, fun comedy script, some of the props and costumes proposed 
for the new show will be on display, and we’ll all have a chance to ask questions and 
exchange views on Dame Edna’s amazing proposed show.

Anyone (aged 8+) who might be potentially interested in performing, or 
helping backstage with costumes, make-up, props or set design, should go to 
www.wedmoretheatre.com , click on the ‘subscribe’ button and fill in your details 
to be included in our future newsletters, which will provide everyone with regular 
updates on progress in developing this community effort to support Ukrainians. Or 
drop the producers a line at productions@wedmoretheatre.com

To help us plan the catering and seating for the 17 July event, please do let us 
know in advance at the above e-mail address whether you intend to come, or if you 
can’t come but still would like to be involved. On the other hand, if you do decide to 
come at the last minute, come anyway without forewarning us – we’ll be delighted 
to see you anyway!

St Mary’s Church 100 Club
Congratulations to the latest two winners - Mrs Molly Pearce and Mrs Angela Ingar.

Wedmore Gardening Club
Hopefully everyone had an enjoyable Jubilee weekend, even though 
the forecast is for rain on Sunday. We in Wedmore know how to 
make the best of an imperfect situation!!!

Unfortunately, Allen John Cavill was unable to join us on 24 
May, but Jan Young managed to organise for Vaun Wilkins to give 
a talk on ‘Rebuilding a Garden’. It was a really enjoyable evening 
as Vaun was very entertaining. As she was so good, we are trying to 
arrange to visit her garden - Lydeard House, Bishops Lydeard - in August. We haven’t 
a confirmed date as yet, but will let you know in a while. This trip will be by car and 
we will be asking for numbers once the date is finalised.
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(430)

•  All aspects of tree work undertaken
•  NPTC qualified
•  Fully Insured
•  11 Years’ Experience

•  Hedge Cutting
•  Garden Clearance
•  Stump Grinding

N Duckett Tree Surgery

07792 042388
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

(535)



50 July 2022

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)

We are groundworks and surfacing specialists 
based in Somerset providing, tarmac 

drives, concreting, footings, trenchwork & 
utilities, drainage, fencing, landscaping, patios,  

digger works and much more.

Contact Gary on 07792 292710
Email: gary_sheldon@yahoo.com 

Web: www.gsheldongroundworks.co.uk

(710)
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The next meeting will be on Tuesday 26 July when Christopher Bond will be 
giving a talk ‘Success in Gardening in the Shade’. It’ll be great to get some tips as I 
struggle at times for shade plants. Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall at 7.30pm 
and members and guests are always very welcome to join us.

The Gardening Club has a strong and active committee, but we are always looking 
for new people to join us. It is always good to have members bringing new ideas to 
the committee. If you are interested, please contact Andrea West - 01934 712161 - 
or any member of the committee. It is fun and definitely not at all onerous or too 
time-consuming.

The plant sale and coffee morning in May was a great success. The standard of 
plants, both flowers and vegetables, this year was very high and, along with coffee, 
cakes and the raffle, over £500 was raised. A very big thank you to everyone who 
donated plants, prizes, cakes and to all the hard-working helpers.

Wedmore Opera Goers
The following outings have been organised:

Sunday 25 September to see La Boheme at the Millenium Theatre in Cardiff. The 
cost will be £54 per person for the coach and the theatre. These seats are in the side 
raised stalls, not in the centre mid stalls where we usually sit.

Sunday 5 March 2023 to see The Magic Flute - the cost as above.
If you are interested in going, please contact Suzanne Metters:

suzannemetters@hotmail.com

Focus on Businesses
Alex Relf at Sandersons

Alex Relf, long-time resident 
of Wedmore, is joint managing 
partner of the Somerset branch of 
Sandersons Estate & Letting Agents, 
which has this month opened a new 
office in Wells.

Alex grew up in a farming family 
in North Somerset but moved to 
London where she started her career 
as an Estate Agent. She decided to 
move back to Somerset when she 
started her family and has lived in 
Wedmore ever since. She had fond 
childhood memories of the village. 
When she moved here it had many 
different shops and businesses and 
Alex saw an opportunity to open a Alex (right) with business partner Kate
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café and delicatessen, along with her sister-in-law (Polly Costello), who had experience 
in this type of business. They opened Pumpkin in King Alfred Mews, later moving to 
its current location in the Mall. They successfully ran and developed the business while 
looking after their growing families but sold Pumpkin after six years to concentrate 
on bringing up their children.

As the children grew older Alex went back to work for an Estate Agent in Wells. It 
was there that she met her current business partner, Kate Lewis, who was the Lettings 
Manager. In 2021 they were approached by Sandersons to set up a Somerset branch. 
Sandersons has been active in London and the South East of England for many years 
and wanted to expand to the South West. They are independent agents who pride 
themselves on their high success rate and their commitment to their clients, which 
Alex puts down to their personal approach.

With the increase in internet use, the buying and selling of property has changed 
greatly over the last few years, with some Estate Agents offering low-cost services 
online. There are also several long-established Agents in the area, so I asked Alex 
what she felt made Sandersons different. She told me that they get a real ‘buzz’ out 
of getting to know their clients from the outset which allows them to provide a high 
level of customer service. They build trust and understanding by taking time to find 
out the client’s reasons for selling, and how they can help their clients with their next 
move. Alex wants to be able to help clients put all the pieces in place – for example, 
helping them find the next property before completing the sale of the current one 
- thus reducing stress. She also told me that she doesn’t like to restrict clients with 
an exclusive contract as she is confident Sandersons will set itself apart from the 
competition and do a really great job.

Liz Sweeney

Vera’s Verse for July
The Value of a Friend

Vera Banwell

A friend in need

Is a friend indeed

And we all know that is true.

Who do you phone

When you live alone

And you think you’ve got the flu?

Who has a listening ear

And will wipe away a tear

When you are feeling blue?

Who is the one

To join in some fun

After your working day is through?

A friend with a brain

Will come to explain

When you haven’t got a clue.

Friendship isn’t one sided

Make sure you have provided

Help when they need your help too.
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(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL

(277)

(388)

Septic tank 
emptying

Sewage treatment 
plant installations

Drain unblocking

Cctv drain survey

Avalon Waste 
Management Ltd

01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk

(638)
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C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)(524)

(720)
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The Crossword: Number 60
By greendandelion

ACROSS:

1 The writer with his dog then we provide momentum (7)
5 Muscle work out is clear (7)
9 A musical pat on the back from Mr. Richards (15)
10 A dip in here can show the difference and similarity (6,4)
11 Young lady left a ship (4)
13 Marriage does not appeal to this sort of person (6-6)
17 Sour lads jest about person working in insurance (4,8)
20 Test badger’s homemaking abilities (4)
21 Can cover by leave lead to self-denial? (10)
24 Axioms from leading headmasters (5,10)
25 High ranking army officer returns to see a friend in the 

pub (7)
26 This child is full of grace (7)

DOWN:

1 Sounds as though drive is clearly visible (6)
2 Sexually attractive Greek letter spun round on the wall (6)
3 You can try nail bending but it might make you ruthless (10)
4 Established tennis lead (5)
5 More calls to change world and his wife (3-6)
6 Where to reposition draws? (4)
7 Single garments resold at dress sale (8)
8 English football team cross a street in New York (4,4)
12 The compiler reckons this vehicle can go to blazes (4,6)
14 First get on Jersey Island, meet Mary and find this health 

inducing fruit (4,5)
15 As much as you can drink or see with a telescope (8)
16 Mysterious boozer in east Morecombe (8)
18 Naked father’s short brother facing notice (6)
19 Top milk producer (6)
22 Belief of numbered space traveller (5)
23 The others returned late (2,2)

Answers at the rear of publication
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Weather Report for May 2022
Location: Chestnut Farm, Snake Lane, Theale

Rainfall:
 Monthly total  65.1 mm (2.6 in)
 Long-term (29yr) May average  59.9 mm (2.3 in)
 Wettest day (14th)  15.4 mm  (0.6 in)
 No of dry days  12
 Total for last 3 months (Mar - May)  133.4 mm (5.3 in)
 Year ending 31 May 2022  735.5 mm (28.9 in)
 Long-term annual average   861.0 mm (33.9 in)

Temperatures:
 Maximum (10th) 23.9 °C (75.5 °F)

 Minimum (11th) 7.1 °C (44.8 °F)
 Number of air frosts  0
 Monthly average maximum  18.0 °C (64.4 °F)
 Long-term average maximum  26.5 °C (79.7 °F)
 Monthly average minimum  9.1 °C (48.4 °F)
 Long-term average minimum  3.2 °C (37.8 °F)

Comments:
Winds mostly from the northern and eastern sectors. Rainfall well-spaced throughout 
the month.

Observers:
Anne and Dave Bodley

News and Events from 
Outside the Parish
Weston Hospicecare Summer Remembrance Service 
– Wednesday 6 July
Weston Hospice Family Support Team are hosting a service at Christ Church 
Montpelier, on Wednesday 6 July starting at 7pm.

It is free to attend and the congregation will have an opportunity to arrange for 
the names of family or friends who have died to be read out as well as an option to 
place a flower in a memory vase.

More information about the event is available through the Family Support Team 
by calling 01934 423900.
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Cheddar Arts is Back
On Friday 8 July, Will Smith stars in King Richard, the story of Richard Williams and 
his plan to write daughters Venus and Serena into tennis history.

Tickets for all events are available online at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/cheddararts
For queries and help, email. cheddararts@gmail.com
The doors of Kings Theatre at the Kings of Wessex School open at 6.45pm and 

performances begins at 7.30pm.

Cheddar Country Market
10 - 11.30 am at Cheddar Village Hall, every Tuesday.

Fresh produce, plants, flowers, lovely home-made cakes pastries and savouries, 
also pickles, jams and honey and home-made cards and children’s

home-made knit wear. Sit down for tea or coffee and a chat.

Welfare Service Extended for Military Patients and Families in Somerset
More military patients and families in Somerset are now 
able to get additional support thanks to a partnership 
between the NHS and Defence Medical Welfare Services 
(DMWS) charity, which has been going from strength 
to strength.

The DMWS charity plays a vital role in helping members of the armed forces community 
to safely return home when they no longer have a medical need to be in hospital.

In 2020 Justine Clayton was appointed to the role of welfare officer, with a specific 
focus on community services and mental health, and this month Emma Sanders joins 
in a similar role where she will work with patients at Musgrove Park Hospital and 
Yeovil Hospital. Another officer, Jo, is also set to join the team this spring.

Emma, who is fresh out of the military having served with the Royal Navy in a 
similar role until January this year, encouraged colleagues across Somerset NHS 
Foundation Trust and Yeovil District Hospital to ask every patient the simple question 
of whether they are serving or have served in the military.

DMWS acts as a point of contact between the hospital ward and the patient’s 
military unit (if they are currently serving), or for veterans they are that point of 
contact to put them in touch with the services they need.

Cheddar Valley u3a Mid-Summer Coffee Morning – Thursday 21 July
By the time you read this we will have enjoyed our 
Platinum Jubilee and u3a 40th Anniversary Picnic 
and many other celebratory events. How to follow 
such pleasures? Well, why not a Mid-Summer Coffee Morning? So, following the 
success of last year’s coffee morning, held at the Riverside Inn, Cheddar, we have 
decided to repeat the event.

This year’s Mid-Summer Coffee Morning will be taking place on Thursday 21 
July, beginning at the slightly earlier time of 9.30 am. Weather permitting it will (as 
last year) be an outdoor event. However, should that not be possible, we will all be 
meeting in the Conservatory and any members who wish to stay on at the Riverside 
for lunch, will then be able to do so. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale

Our last fundraiser for 
international charities was at 
the home of Emma Phillips 
in her beautiful garden. Well 
over 50 guests enjoyed a 
Ploughman’s lunch followed 
by home-made crumbles and 
cream. There were books, 
jigsaws, strawberries and 

plants for sale and a considerable total amount raised, with £60 coming from the 
plants alone! The strawberries were a kind donation from Tanyard Nurseries who 
hosted the Club on a visit last year. President Nic Lucas presented Emma with a lovely 
orchid to add to her collection by way of a ‘thank you’.

We meet on the second Thursday of the month at Mendip Springs Golf Club, 
BS49 5JT, starting at 6.30 pm, with a Speaker at 7 pm and our meal at 8 pm. New 
members are always welcome.

FFI: Telephone Yvonne on 842976

Royal Air Forces Association Mid-Somerset Branch  
– Future Programme
Royal Air Forces Mid-Somerset Branch commemorated 
the 40th Anniversary of the end of the Falklands War with 
a series of presentations at a Branch Meeting at the Street 
Inn on Monday 13 June. The programme for 2022 will 
continue as follows:
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RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013) (237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken

LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY
boroughmall@btconnect.com

Tel: 01934 713130 (answerphone)

THE BOROUGH MALL

WEDMORE

The Borough Mall offers an ideal destination for gifts, furnishings and 
materials, post office, hairdressing, beauty, chiropody, fresh fish, shoes, 
bags, ladies fashion, handmade jewellery and a deli offering coffees and 

lunches.

We also have to let from time to time offices and industrial units in the 
parish of Wedmore

(519)
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barnyleemarquees.co.uk
01934 713 198
info@barnyleemarquees.co.uk

Supplying luxury marquees for corporate events, weddings,
festivals and parties across the UK

Bartletts Bridge Stud
Wedmore, Somerset

BA284HH

(494)

WE’RE HIRING!
Due to increased demand and a busy season ahead... 

EVENT STAFF
 DRIVERS

MARQUEE RIGGERS
Full Training Given

Full and Part Time Vacancies
Somerset Based

You'll be setting up equipment for shows, 
weddings and events as well as glamping sites 
including Badminton Retreat and Glastonbury 

Retreat. You must be enthusiastic, polite, physically 
strong, practical and able to cope with long hours. 

A lorry, trailer and/or van licence would be an 
advantage but not essential

 info@barnyleemarquees.co.uk
or call us on 01934713198

(494A)
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Monday 4 July – Branch Summer Social and Lunch – Branch Meeting at 11.00am 
at the Street Inn, 1 –3 Somerton Road, Street, BA16 0DR followed by the Summer 
Social Event Barbecue in the Inn Beer Garden (Skittle Alley if wet).

There will be no Meeting in August so the next Branch Meeting 
will be on Monday 5 September at 11.00am at the Street Inn, 1 
–3 Somerton Road, Street, BA16 0DR

All events are open to Branch Members, RAFA Members from 
other Branches, Current and ex-RAF Service Personnel (Including 
RAF Reserves), and Members of the ‘RAF Family.’ Please contact 
the Branch via e-mail rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com or tel to 
Secretary 01458-224057 for further information.”

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch Plant and 
Garden Jumble Sale – Results
The Branch held its most successful ever ‘Plant and Garden 
Jumble Sale’ on Saturday 14 May on Studley’s Forecourt 
in Winscombe that raised an incredible sum of £2,548; the 
Branch thanks all those that attended and made this possible.”

June Activities
Winscombe RNLI Branch took a full part in the Winscombe Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations on Saturday 4 June and also attended this year’s ‘Collett Park Day’ in 
Shepton Mallet on Saturday 11 June to represent the RNLI.

RNLI Lifeguards Return to Local Beaches on Saturday 2 July
Every year RNLI Lifeguards are involved in carrying out water rescues, administering 
first aid, delivering water safety information and helping to reunite missing children 
with their families. This year, RNLI Lifeguards will be on patrol at Burnham-on-Sea, 
Berrow and Brean Beaches from 10.00am to 6.00pm between Saturday 2 July and 
Sunday 4 September, so please look out for them and their identified safe bathing areas.

May Rescues
In May there were ten shouts between just two of our four lifeboat stations (Portishead 
– 4 and Weston-super-Mare – 6). Weston-super-Mare RNLI volunteers were paged 
at 21.33 hrs on Tuesday 17 May, to a report of a person in difficulty in the water in 
Weston Bay requiring immediate help. The Station’s D class inshore lifeboat, along 
with the Atlantic 85 lifeboat, were quickly launched from Knightstone Harbour and 
made best speed to the scene. On arrival, the volunteers used search lights to illuminate 
the reported area and quickly located the casualty, approximately 200 metres from 
the shore. After speaking with the crew, the casualty was encouraged to board the D 
class lifeboat. Once recovered into the lifeboat, the crew brought the casualty back to 
the safety of the beach, where they were passed into the care of Weston-super-Mare 
Coastguard crew, until an ambulance arrived on scene.

A First for Cheddar Vale Lions Club
Sunshine greeted campers and day visitors to the Club’s first Country 
Music & Campout Festival at Petruth Paddocks, Cheddar, courtesy 
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of owner Jules Sayer. Lions Marcus and Tom fronted the event for the Club raising 
valuable funds for local good causes. Whilst attendance was unpredictable the Club 
is delighted with its success and look forward to expanding the event next year, as it 
is now recognised on the circuit of Country Music events across the country.

The weekend kicked off with campers arriving on Friday afternoon. Music started 
at 12 noon until 6 pm on both Saturday and Sunday. Artists performing were Daniel 
Beard, Ed Cox and Souls n Stone on Saturday with Paul Weston, Trey Jackson and 
Dusty Road on the Sunday. Attendees were quick to get on their feet dancing and 
even encouraged some of our ‘fitter’ Lions to join in.

Feedback has been extremely positive from being delighted with the location of the site 
and its facilities, together with the friendly atmosphere, so word of the event will spread. 
It all bodes well for next year when the Club plan for it to be bigger with more stalls plus 
displays already offered by Western Authentic Campout & Quick Draw Shootouts.

The Club expresses its gratitude to owner Jules for welcoming our visitors to 
Petruth Paddocks and to Gregory’s Transport for providing the Stage. Date for 2023 
will be announced soon so put it in your diary!

Thought for the Month – July 2022
I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the 
bad. Each day is a new beginning, I know the only way to live my life is to try to do what 
is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my 
trust in the God of love. I draw strength from the message of hope in the Christian gospel.

That is an extract from the Queen’s Christmas message from 2002. In that short 
paragraph there are three words I think the Queen holds dear to herself, they are 
Faith, Hope and Love. We know the Queen’s faith is very important to her, she has 
over the past 70 years talked openly about her faith in God, she speaks of Jesus as an 
inspiration, a role model and an anchor in her life. There are many things we don’t 
know about the Queen, she keeps her opinions to herself on politics and many personal 
family situations, but she talks openly about her faith in Jesus. Perhaps we should 
take a leaf out of her book! In Ephesians 2 v 8-9, it says, ‘For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing, it’s a gift of God, not a result of 
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works’. The Queen’s work has been there for us all to see, but her personal faith has 
been her anchor. Hebrews 11 v 1 says ‘Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and a certain of what we don’t see’. Which takes me to Hope. The Queen has used 
the word Hope many times. In 2020 when we were in lockdown the Queen said, ‘Light 
brings Hope’, saying we herald the coming of Christmas by turning on lights, and light 
does more than create a festive mood, light brings hope, she was referring to this light 
being Jesus, who brings hope to a Christian. This message was a message of hope; 
hope we all held onto at that time. Hope keeps us moving forward, hope fuels us to 
face impossible challenges, hope is the expectation that we will get what we desire, 
hope encourages us to keep running the race until we reach the finishing line. The 
Queen made her vows before God, to run the race until she reaches the finish line. 
Romans 5 v 5 ‘Hope does not disappoint us because God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the holy spirit, who has given us, hope of love. So to Love. The Queen 
shows an unconditional love for her family, for her country and the commonwealth, 
for her corgis and her horses. But she knows the God of love in her life, that God’s 
love has surrounded her during her 70-year reign. Faith, Hope and Love all should 
affect the way we live, but love links everything together in every moment. Colossians 
3 v 14 ‘Love binds everything together in perfect harmony.’ We have shown our love 
for the Queen as we have celebrated her platinum jubilee, remembering how Faith, 
Hope and Love are important to her.

Ruth Smith, 
Crickham Baptist Church

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Chicken Pot Pie
Ingredients
2-3 tbsp cooking oil
3 medium chicken breasts cut into bite-sized chunks
1 medium onion - diced
2 carrots – peeled and sliced
1 bell pepper (any colour) diced
2-3 stalks of celery - diced
3 tbsp flour
100ml white wine
500ml chicken stock
4 small potatoes - diced
1 tbsp Italian seasoning or fresh thyme
4 large mushrooms - sliced
100g green beans – chopped into 2cm lengths
Pinch of salt and pepper
50g single cream
2 sheets short crust pastry
1 egg white - beaten
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Method
1. Heat a large saucepan pan over high heat. Add oil and chicken to brown about 

3-4 minutes per side. The chicken will stick but leave it until it releases itself 
and you should have a nice brown colouring.

2. Reduce heat to medium high. Add in the onion, carrot, bell pepper, and celery. 
Cook for 3 minutes. Add the white wine to deglaze your pan – scrapping up 
all the brown bits that have stuck.

3. Next add the flour to make a quick roux (thickener). Once the flour is 
completely mixed in, pour in the chicken stock and bring to a boil. Add the 
potatoes and Italian seasoning then return to a boil for 7 minutes. Finally add 
the cream, mushrooms, and greens beans then season with salt and pepper.

4. Turn off the heat and allow to cool. If using fresh thyme, remove the sprigs.
5. Preheat the oven to 200C (gas mark 6). Pour your filling into a large pie dish 

(or two 9” dishes) or individual pans (this should make 4 large servings in 
6”x4”x2” dishes).

6. Cover with the pastry sheet making sure to seal it around the edges of the pan 
with your fingers or a fork. You can use any excess pastry for decorations on 
the crust. Poke a few holes on the top to allow steam to escape, then brush 
with the egg white.

7. Place your pie(s) on a baking sheet to catch any drips. Bake for 25-30 minutes 
until brown and bubbly. Enjoy!

Jennifer Wright

The Garden in July
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in July 2008 and is reproduced here by 
kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson).
By the time you read this, it should be high summer, a very rewarding time for the 
gardener but also a busy time. Hedges and lawns need frequent cutting, vegetables 
need regular weeding and there is still successional sowing to be done; probably 
(perhaps I should say hopefully), there is a lot of watering to do.

Other than lilies and gladioli, most bulbous plants will have finished flowering by 
now, if you wish you can lift and dry off tulip bulbs. I prefer to leave them in situ, but 
look out for them when digging around after the foliage is gone. It is a good time to 
think about looking at bulb categories and ordering new ones for autumn planting.

In the greenhouse, remember to shade cucumbers from the hot sun and if you are 
growing melons support them as they will bulk up rapidly from now on. Tomatoes will 
need regular side shoot removal; it is best to avoid ‘skinning’ the sides off the main 
stems when doing this and to remove the cut-off shoots from the greenhouse, as both 
things can act as a focus for botrytis (grey mould) in dull warm weather. Rapid growth 
of glass house plants means they need feeding regularly and keep an eye open for 
pests. White-fly, often imported on bought in plants can be a particular nuisance; they 
can be caught on yellow sticky traps, rather like the old fashioned fly-paper, or you 



July 2022 65

Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007)

Heritage 
Upholsterers

Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF 
UPHOLSTERY AND 

LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience
All work guaranteed

Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, 
TA9 4NY

Tel: 01278 641213
Mobile: 07767 865299

(385)

(407)
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Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443)

(599)

(637)
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can use a predator. These are very specific to white-fly (provided you have the right 
one of course) and cannot spread outside the greenhouse. They are available from 
garden centres and specialist horticultural suppliers. Other predators are available 
to deal with spider-mites.

If you have a newly planted hedge, it is best not to trim it this year except for possibly 
nipping the top out to make it thicken up lower down. Mulch it well if conditions are dry. 
Established hedges are best clipped to a wedge shape, wider at the bottom than the top.

Later flowering perennials and annuals will need regular watering and feeding 
according to instructions on the fertilizer of your choice.

New lawns sown or laid in the spring are old enough now to take a dose of weed 
killer if required, but be careful with the dose and don’t apply it in windy conditions 
when you might get what the American Military refer to as ‘collateral damage,’ ie. 
killing things you didn’t intend to kill.

Flowering shrubs that have completed their show for this season can be pruned 
now; they will flower next year on what grows from now onwards, so don’t leave it too 
late and definitely don’t cut them with a hedge trimmer in the autumn! Lilacs have 
performed well in my garden this year and if you wish to get the best display next 
season, be particularly careful with pruning; two shoots will grow from the stem, just 
behind this year’s dead flower, these will carry next year’s flower buds and cutting 
them off will prevent the plant from giving a good display next year. Sometimes of 
course, if you wish to reduce the size of the bush, drastic action may be necessary 
which may mean you have to forgo flowers for the next twelve months.

If you fancy your chance as a rose propagator, now is the month for ‘budding’ 
roses; cut a T-shaped slit in the bark of the stock and carefully insert a bud, ie. a sliver 
of bark with a new bud, from the rose you wish to propagate; bind up the bark with 
raffia or similar. That is very simplistic and perhaps if you are really serious about it, 
consult a specialist book or probably the internet.

Adrian Hutchinson

Sports Reports
Isle of Wedmore Cricket Club
July Fixtures: First XI Division 2
 2 Jul 22 Ilton  Away   League
 9 Jul 22 Castle Cary Away   League
16 Jul 22 Taunton St Andrews A  Home  League
23 Jul 22  Middlezoy  Home  League
30 Jul 22 Huntspill and District Away   League

Second XI – Division 7 Blue
 2 Jul 22 Harptree Village Home  League
 9 Jul 22  Churchill 2nds  Home  League
16 Jul 22  Frome 3rds  Away   League
23 Jul 22 Burnham 2’s  Away   League
30 Jul 22 Shaftsbury Road  Home  League
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Sunday and Friendly Fixtures
 3 Jul 22 Wembdon  Home
10 Jul 22 North Petherton Away
17 Jul 22 TICC Curry Rival  Home
31 Jul 22 Lymsham Away

Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
The outdoor season is now well underway at the IOWBC and our 
six-rink green really looks magnificent in the summer sunshine. A 
full fixture list in various leagues is keeping our Men’s and Ladies’ 
teams busy while the mixed team has a variety of challenging games too!

Results so far have been inconsistent to say the least. In the Clevedon and District 
league the men have scored splendid victories over Nailsea, Chew Stoke, Clevedon Prom 
and Clevedon. A promising victory in the Weston and District league over Clevedon 
Prom was followed by disappointing losses against St Andrews, Clarence, Ashcombe 
Crusaders and Winscombe. In the Somerset County leagues the A, B and C teams are 
taking the cautious approach as they each seek their first victory!

Meanwhile the Ladies’ teams are performing well with impressive victories against 
Wessex Ladies, Nailsea, Wrington and Victoria as well as a nail-biting draw against 
Ashcombe. The Mark Moor Cup is an annual fixture in which a mixed team from 
IOWBC takes on local neighbours Mark Moor and this year Wedmore ran out winners 
by 117-83. The IOWBC mixed team also had to use its ‘Get out of jail free’ card to nick 
a victory against Avon and Somerset Police by 102-70. IOWBC also progress in the 
Tony Allcock trophy with a close-fought victory over Wells 33-30 and in the Top Club 
trophy with a 3-2 win over Somerton.

In mid-May the club held two well attended Open Days and more than 20 new bowlers 
were introduced to the sport and are now being coached by a qualified team of coaches. 
We welcome them to our club. If you weren’t able to attend these days it’s not too late; 
just check out our welcome video on the club website: isleofwedmorebowlsclub.org and 
make contact. We would love to welcome you to our club, it’s a great place to meet 
new friends and enjoy some exercise in the fresh air at the same time. And, of course, 
when the nights draw in we head indoors to our two full size indoor rinks. Give us a call.

Peter Gower

Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
The arrival of May brought a burst of activity at the golf club as all the leagues 
got into full flow and the first of the season’s Opens took place. Two of these 
took place in the same week with the Seniors holding an Open Stableford 
and the Ladies an Open Team Bowmaker. The Seniors had over 150 players 
with at least half of these visitors from other clubs. Top prize went to John 
Russell taking the Overall winner’s cup with 40 points. Jim Vearncombe 
and Peter Horlock from Clevedon matched this score but lost out on countback but very 
neatly also ensured they won the best home player and best away player prizes. David 
Bates took the best 75+ prize with a commendable 38 points. There was a good spread of 
prizes at divisional level with Nigel Green from Dorset on 39 winning division 1 ahead of 
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Bill McCallum from Wells and Wedmore’s Nick Parker. Wedmore took most honours in 
division 2, won by Clive Warren-Smith on countback from Philip Horn with Paul Trenchard 
from Stockwood Vale in third place. There was a similar result in division 3 with home 
player Bill Witter winning on 39, one better than Eddie Parlour with Liam Player from 
Farrington another shot back in third.

There was another good turnout for the Ladies’ Bowmaker with home players generally 
making home advantage count. Allocation of prizes ensured visitors took a fair share of 
these, but top prize went to the Wedmore team of Janet Robson, Prue Witter and Karen 
Barnett with a score of 84, 7 ahead of any other team. Nearest rivals were Claire Biggs, Jane 
Hewitt and Alison Dodkin, who won the best home team prize. Jane Tanner, Rosemary 
Bickham and D.Williams from Yeovil won the best visitors prize and Mary-Lou Denny, 
Ann Dixon and Wendy Walker won the best mixed team. Remaining prizes went to June 
Smith, Liz Hill and Liz Miller; Pam Berry, Ronnie Follenfant and Diane Miller: and Betty 
Norman, Ali Mantell and A. Harman.

This year sees the thirtieth anniversary of the Golf Club and there was a very 
appropriate winner of the competition named after our very first Captain, Martin Bull. 
This year it was his grandson, Charlie Rich, who was part of the winning team in the Texas 
Scramble named after Martin. Alongside Heather Abraham, Rich Long and Martin Rich 
they scored a nett 52 shots. This put them just one ahead of runners-up Sandy and Dave 
Bedford, partnering Nicola and Paul Stevenson who beat third placed Jane Prosser, Val 
Webber, Mark Earwaker and Alan Hill on countback.

Amongst all the matches 
taking place in May perhaps 
the most important match 
was an internal one when 
the Seniors play against the 
Ladies in the annual contest 
for the Friendly Bowl. The 
Seniors have traditionally 
done well in this contest but 
stumbled to defeat in 2021 
so were keen to put that 
right this year. In the event, 
it was a very close contest 
with some good scoring 
from both teams but the 

Seniors just winning by 392 points to 388 in a high scoring contest.
The routine Medals and Stablefords progressed as ever. Drizzly rain was the problem 

for the Club Stableford with good, rather than exceptional scores. Pete Brown won division 
1 with 37 points which put him 2 ahead of John Wormald with Rich Vowles another 
shot back in third. A close finish in division 2 saw Trevor Guy win on countback from 
Ian Sentance after both finished with 37 points. Greg Cox was third on 33. There was 
another close finish in division 3 with Stan Dinataro winning on countback from Nigel 
Day with both scoring 38. Jonathan Raeside was just a shot back in third. Cathy Olive 
was leading lady with 33 points, just one ahead of Diane Miller and Dawn Chadwick 2 
shots further back in third.

Winners of the Ladies Open Bowmaker
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The Monthly Medal at the weekend saw 
two familiar names at the top of Division 1 
with Jim Vearncombe this time winning with 
an incredible score of 63 ahead of John Russell 
on 70 and Nigel Jones in third, Trevor Guy 
won division 2 on 66 ahead of Tom Bennett 
and Trevor Marshall whilst division 3 went to 
James Wilde on 69 ahead of Ian Bunn and 
Frank Denniston. James’ daughter Megan 
Wilde was leading lady on 71.

The Ladies played three qualifiers. The 
first of these was a Medal when a chilly wind 
made play difficult. Ali Mantell defied the 
conditions to win division 1 in the Ladies with 
a 2 under par nett 70 which put her 5 shots 
clear of her nearest rivals. Claire Biggs was 
winner in division 2 with a nett 74 which again 
put her 5 clear of runner-up Fran McMillan. 
Eileen Parnell was the second player to beat 

par, winning division 3 on nett 70 which put her 2 ahead of Liz Miller. The Ladies monthly 
Stableford saw some very consistent play. Cathy Olive took first place in division 1 with 35 
points which was just one better than Liz Hill. Division 2 saw a tie at the top with the first 
three all scoring 33. Countback gave first place to Sue Edwards followed by Liz Sweeney 
and Sue McDonald. Division 3 was almost as close but Vera Ireland just managed to get 
a point ahead of both Sandy Bedford and Karen Clark after scoring 35 points. The ladies 
also played in the Dickinson Cup qualifier, a county competition for lower handicap 
players. Diane Miller was the qualifier from Wedmore this year with a nett score of 77. 
This was matched by Ange Webber who lost out on countback. Best score of the day 
was in division 2 with Ronnie Follenfant playing 2 below handicap to win with a nett 70. 
Karen Clark also scored well, winning division 3 with a nett 72. Just to round things off the 
Senior Ladies also held an away day with Claire Biggs taking the Sandra Hill individual 
trophy, whilst Ronnie Follenfant, Vera Ireland and Maggie Dommettt took first place in 
the Bowmaker on 85.

Tony Biggs

Wedmore Tennis Club
30 April was a beautiful Saturday afternoon at Wedmore 
Tennis Club. There was lots of sunshine, laughter, 
headbands, cake, tea and amazing tennis. We held a fun 
but competitive competition for members, working on 
individual scores in mixed doubles.

Congratulations to Sarah Tipping and Matt O’Connor who received the winners’ 
medals for the highest score in the competition, both winning 37 games in total.

Well done to Vicky Tinney and Sarah Tipping for organising the day, as well as 
everyone who participated and help the club to celebrate its first social tennis event 
since before Covid.

John Russell, winner of the Seniors’ Open 
with Seniors Captain Chris Monks.
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If you are new to the area and considering tennis, please come along and visit us 
to see what we can offer. We have a healthy mix of members, and of all standards. 
We have evenings reserved for men’s doubles, ladies’ doubles and mixed. Our five 
all-weather courts with lights allow play until late all year round. For details regarding 
membership, please visit our website: wedmoretennis.co.uk

For those looking for competitive tennis, we have teams playing doubles matches 
in the North Somerset Tennis League with 8 teams currently competing in the 
summer leagues. Further information and results can be seen via the NSTL website: 
nstl.org.uk/Results

Our club coaches run extensive coaching courses throughout the year for members 
and non-members, and coaching programmes include: ADULTS: Adult Mixed 
Coaching, Rusty Rackets, Ladies’ Beginners, Ladies’ Improvers, Cardio Tennis, 
Individual Coaching. JUNIORS: Group Coaching from tots to teens, plus Individual 
Coaching. They also run School Holiday Camps for kids. For further information 
contact our head coach: wedmorecoaching@gmail.com.

Church News
On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 19 July, the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make 
up the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping 
at various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of 
timings can be found in the churches, and you are welcome to join him at 
any of the stops.

Parish Walk
On Sunday 3 July members of the four Anglican churches on the Isle of Wedmore 
will be repeating a summer parish walk to take in Holy Trinity Blackford, Allerton 
Church, St Mary’s Wedmore and Christchurch, Theale. The intention is to begin with 
Sunday Breakfast in Blackford Village Hall at 9.00 am (bacon rolls, croissant, coffee, 
cereal) and hold a short service in each of the churches. People will be welcome to 
walk the whole distance or just one or more of the legs or just meet us at one or more 
of the churches. All are welcome to take part whether you normally go to church or 
not and dogs are also very welcome to join us. Have a look in one of the churches 
for further details.

Parish Registers
Funerals

Our condolences go to the family and friends of:
Neville Harrington, of West Well Lane, who died on 26 April 2022 aged 83 and whose 
service took place at Mendip Crematorium on Thursday 19 May.
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Christenings

Welcome to the following baptised into God’s church recently:
Olivia Torrens-Spence, daughter of Jack and Helen from London, who was baptised 
on 7 May 2022 at Allerton Church.
Finlay Lord, son of Jenny and David of Blackford, who was baptised on 15 May 2022 
at Holy Trinity Church.
Dorothy Hael, daughter of Holly and George Hael of Burnham on Sea, who was 
baptised on 22 May 2022 at Allerton Church.

Weddings and Christenings
The church has been the venue for celebrating many of the great events in people’s 
lives over the centuries and still today people choose to celebrate life’s happy occasions 
in church. It helps root our own lives in a wider sphere of being. We love to hear from 
anyone who wants to make an enquiry and will work hard with you to ensure a joyful 
and meaningful celebration.

Anyone who lives within the villages served by Christchurch Theale, St Mary’s 
Wedmore, Allerton Church and Holy Trinity Blackford, or who used to live here or 
who have parents living here is entitled to be married in one of these churches whether 
you come regularly to church or not and whether you have been christened yourself 
or not. It is also possible for those who have been divorced to be married again in 
church, although some discussion is needed beforehand in these cases.

Anyone bringing their children for a christening will be most welcome, whether 
or not they themselves attend church.

If you are thinking about getting married or want to find out more about a christening, 
Prebendary Richard Neill would be happy to talk with you and explain a bit more.

Here are a couple of websites with lots of useful information.
www.yourchurchwedding.org
www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Confirmation Service
At a confirmation, adults and teenagers affirm the promises made on their behalf 
at their baptisms, promise to follow Jesus, take their places as adult members of the 
church family and are blessed with the Holy Spirit through the bishop. It is often the 
moment when people formally come of age in their faith, and it is always very moving 
and an important moment in their lives.

This year’s confirmation service will be shared with other local Churches in St 
Mary’s Berrow in October. If you are interested in finding out more, then please let 
the vicar know and come to a preliminary meeting at The Vicarage on Tuesday 6 July 
at 7.30 p.m. Confirmation classes will begin in September.

Church Services
Our worship will also continue to be available online. At least one of our Sunday 
services each week is recorded and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel. 
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(370)

Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

(387)
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Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Every day, excluding Sunday, there is Morning Prayer online at 9 am on our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Wedmore-384215139101196/

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday  3 Trinity 3 1.30 pm Walkers Prayers
Sunday 10 Trinity 4 10.30 am Parish Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday 17 Trinity 5  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
   10.30 am Morning Praise
    6.00 pm. Start the Week
Sunday 24 Mary Magdalene 10.30 am Patronal Festival Communion
Sunday 31 Trinity 7 No service See Christchurch

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday  3 Trinity 3  9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 10 Trinity 4  9.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 17 Trinity 5  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Mary Magdalene 10.30 am See St Mary’s
   6.00 pm Zoom online Evening Service
Sunday 31 Trinity 7 No service See Christchurch

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday  3 Trinity 3  4.00 pm Communion in Village Hall
Sunday 10 Trinity 4 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 17 Trinity 5 11.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 24 Mary Magdalene 10.30 am See St Mary’s
Sunday 31 Trinity 7 11.00 am Benefice Communion

Allerton Church
Sunday  3 Trinity 3 10.40 am Walkers Prayers
Sunday 10 Trinity 4  9.00 am Parish Communion
Sunday 17 Trinity 5  9.00 am Family Service
Sunday 24 Mary Magdalene 10.30 am See St Mary’s
Sunday 31 Trinity 7 11.00 am See Christchurch

Wedmore Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship every Sunday commencing at 10.30 am. Family Service on 
the third Sunday in the month. A warm welcome is extended to all and at the close 
of the service you are invited to join us for coffee, tea or squash and biscuits.

Bagley Baptist Church
Sunday service at 10.30am. Available to view live via our Bagley Baptist
You Tube channel.
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Every Wednesday 10.30am-12noon is our very popular ‘Coffee with a View.’
Come for coffee / tea and home-made cakes, our wonderful view and a warm
welcome. All free of charge. Bring a friend, or come and make some new
ones here. We have good parking and wheelchair access.
Every Wednesday (term time) at 7.30pm we have youth group for ages 10-17 years.
Other fellowship groups are available to access online and meeting at
the church: home groups, gatherings, prayer meetings, and more.
For further details, please ring us on (01934) 710779 / 712812
Email us on contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk
www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Crickham Baptist Chapel
Sunday School on Sunday morning at 10.30 am, Evening Service at 6.30 pm.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor

Ian Leavey
I would like to say thank you to everyone who attended Ian’s funeral, 
and to those that sent beautiful, kind letters and cards to us at this 
very sad time.

Deb Leavey

Dear Editor

I would like to say a big thank to all the lovely local ladies and the Cinnamon Trust 
Ladies who volunteered to walk my little dog Poppy while I was recovering from a 
painful back injury.

I and Poppy are so very grateful to you all. You made my recovery so much better 
with your help.

It was organised so effectively by Susie from Wedmore Good Neighbours.
Thanks from Jenny and Poppy

Axbridge and Wedmore GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery

Mondays and Fridays  8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774
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Axbridge Surgery

Monday to Fridays 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464
Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments

Axbridge Surgery

Tuesdays 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours.

Please note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of 
clinical staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring 
the video doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked 
appointments.

Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus 
– The Friendly Bus
Scheduled Services
There are four scheduled services a week. These are to:

• Taunton - Tuesday
• Bridgwater - Wednesday
• Weston-super-Mare - Thursday
• Street and Glastonbury - Friday

Please note a revision to arrangements for booking - see below.
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The bus departs from Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers. It returns to Wedmore between 1.30 pm and 2.45 pm depending 
on the destination. See below for more details.

• The bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz of conversation. 
Our passengers often meet for a coffee whilst at the destination.

• Anyone is welcome to come on the bus and a place can easily be booked by 
telephone.

• We try to pick up and drop off at the homes of all users who need this. For 
other passengers this will be at a location that is convenient for them. We are 
also flexible about drop-offs on route.

• We are happy to provide help in getting on and off the bus for those who need it.
• Drivers are all volunteers who want to help passengers to enjoy their time on 

the bus as much as possible.
• The service is free for everyone with a Concessionary Bus Pass and for children 

under 5 years old. For other passengers, fares are low as the bus is financed by 
Somerset CC and drivers are volunteers.

Timetable and Booking Details
All services:
Depart Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start picking up 
passengers.

Tuesday – Taunton:
Departs Taunton 2.00 pm. Back around 2.45pm.

Wednesday – Bridgwater:
Departs Bridgwater 1.00 pm. Back around 2.00 pm.

Thursday - Weston-super-Mare:
Departs Weston 1.45 pm. Back around 2.45pm.

Friday - Street and Glastonbury:
Departs Street 1.00 pm. Back around 1.30 pm.
Passenger pickups/drop-offs for all four services are normally available in Wedmore, 
Sand, Heath House, Mudgley, Latcham and Cocklake.
Additional pickups/drop-offs are normally available in other villages on route to each 
destination

• Taunton and Bridgwater - these are at Blackford, Mark, Bason Bridge and 
East Huntspill

• Weston-super-Mare - these are at Stoughton, Allerton, Blackford and Mark
• Street - these are at Theale and Godney.

Booking is easy. To be sure of a seat just call the number indicated below against the 
relevant destination at the time shown and we’ll agree a convenient pick-up location 
and time.
Alternatively, just come to the Lerburne car park before 9.30 am. We will normally 
be able to fit you in, although this isn’t guaranteed.
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Crossword 60 Answers
Across: 1. Impetus 5. Absolve 9. Congratulations 10. Typing pool 11. lass 
13. Single- minded 17. Loss adjuster 20. Sett 21. Abstinence 24. First principles 
25. Locally 26. Tuesday

Down: 1. Incite 2. Pin-ups 3. Tyrannical 4. Set-up 5. All-comers 6. Site  
7. Leotards 8. East side 12. Fire engine 14. Goji berry 15. Glassful 16. Esoteric 
18. Unclad 19. Jersey 22. Tenet 23. Et al

A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

 

 
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery  

 01934 713527    www.littleowlschildcare.com 
Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 

            
 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” (483A)

Tuesday to Taunton
Angeline Duckett on 01934 712631 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Wednesday to Bridgwater
Helen Flooks on 01934 611006 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Thursday to Weston-super-Mare
Carol Ayliffe on 01934 713471 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Friday to Street & Glastonbury
Lesley on 01934 900571 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Private Hire
• On weekends the bus is available for private hire throughout the day and in 

the evening. It is also available by arrangement on most Mondays
• On Tuesdays to Fridays it is available for private hire after 3.30pm and in the evening.
• Each private hire comes with a list of volunteer drivers for the hirer to approach.
• The bus has seats for a maximum of 16 passengers. It is often booked for 

weddings, club outings etc.

To make a booking please contact us by email at iowrtabookings@gmail.com
Further details on the Wedmore website theisleofwedmore.net /Local Directory/
Wedmore Community Bus or email us at wedmorebus@gmail.com



Thinking of selling your home? 
 

I’d love to talk to you. My agency is long established and we offer a unique service. 
We know the market, our area and the buyers and believe we sell more houses in most price 

bracket than any other estate agency office. 
This reflects our marketing presentation and out attention to both our clients and our buyers. 

Our fees are highly competitive and negotiable. I personally value our properties and am 
always available to discuss all matters. 

Below are examples of recent sales from about £400,000 to towards £2,000.000 

 
If you are thinking of selling I’d be delighted to call with you, discuss 
the value of your home, the sale process and our charges. 
 
We only charge a fee if we successfully sell and there are no extras. 
 
Please call 01749 670079 or email info@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 
Roderick Thomas 
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