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Editorial
Dear Readers 

A Happy New Year to one and all, I trust you all enjoyed a splendid Christmas 
and a hearty welcome to this the January 2023 Edition, number 514. 

Firstly congratulations to Lie Instate for scooping the fabulous Turnip Prize, clearly 
his life has now changed forever, although by the time you read this he will probably 
have been totally forgotten, such is the cruelty of contemporary modern art.

Well its cold and miserable out and a long time to Easter, but don’t panic, there 
are always many things happening in this fantastic place to cheer us up and keep us 
warm, so please find all the details in the following pages. May I draw your attention 
again to the many opportunities to come forward and volunteer in village activities.  

My sincere thanks to each and everyone who contributed towards this Edition. 
Happy reading. 

 Bill
Front Cover
Wedmore in Bloom committee members joined staff, parents and children at Wedmore 
First School to plant some trees to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee and to play a part in 
developing the Queen’s Green Canopy. WIB donated an English oak, a small leaved 
lime and a colourful cherry to add interest and eventually some shade to the school 
environment. The photographer was Rob Evans.
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News
Parish Council Business
Greetings BS28’ers

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas period.
Although the Parish Council seemed to have been quiet, I can confirm they have 

still been doing things for you.
They have agreed the repairs to the cemetery railings, which were in pretty bad 

shape. Thank you to J. C. Bethel Services for carrying out the repairs. December was 
mainly spent looking at the budget for 2023/2024 and with the great unknown that is 
‘One Somerset’ the Parish Councillors are mindful of what services will be redacted 
or become increasingly expensive whilst still trying to provide them. Things such as 
emptying bins both litter and dog waste is set to increase dramatically and the need 
is definitely there to continue this service, none of us want to see a further increase 
in discarded litter in our hedges, verges and brooks. Can I ask that we are all a little 
more mindful about what and how we are discarding things we no longer want or 
need. Take it home and sort it into your recycling bins. Plastic bottles and cans fill 
the bins so quickly and very often even being as considerate as to crush can make a 
difference to the space taken up. We are in discussions with Green Wedmore about 
how we can improve recycling facilities in the village and are hopeful to have a further 
update soon.

Anyway! What a way to start off the first edition of the new year - I am definitely 
not wanting to be a Debbie Downer...I’m much more of a Positive Pam!

Warm in Wedmore is going well - and it’s been really lovely to see the way that 
the different groups have approached their days. If you haven’t had the opportunity 
to pop in for coffee or soup all FREE! Please do.

Finally, I hope you’ve all had time to consider your New Year Resolutions? I’m 
sure as I’m writing this in December, by the time you are reading this I will have been 
inundated with applications for new councillors and we will all laugh about how there 
were soo many applications I could barely get in the council office door! Wouldn’t 
that be wonderful! Ahhhhhh.....

Lindsey Baker 
Parish Clerk, Wedmore Parish Council, 

Grant’s Lane, Wedmore Somerset BS28 4EA 
Telephone 713087, email clerk@wedmore-pc.gov.uk

The Turnip Prize Winner 2022
‘Cinema Projectionist frames Turnip Prize’ 

At a ceremony held at The New Inn, Wedmore, Somerset, this year’s Turnip Prize 
has been awarded to Lie Instate for his work entitled ‘Cue Jumpers’ (A pool cue with 
two small jumpers attached). 
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Call for a free quote today!

Tel: 01934 235 855 
www.copperbeechcleaning.com

Your Local Specialist Cleaning Service

• CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
• CLASSIC & ORIENTAL RUGS
• LEATHER RESTORATION
• CURTAINS & BLINDS

• Professionally and reliably cleaned

• Family safe and Eco friendly products

• All work fully guaranteed and insured

• We take pride in the service we provide

• A local company for local people

(643)

Nigel Bean  
Gardens

● Garden design,                                    
planning & makeovers 

● Planting schemes 
● Wildlife & sustainable 

gardening 
● Hedging & tree planting  
● Ponds & water features 
● Patio Layouts 
● Hard landscaping advice  

Contact for free site  
visit &  

consultation 

 07813 187681 
nigel.bean@icloud.com 

www.nigelbean.uk  

(443) (452)
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Music for Weddings,  
Parties and Events

Jazz Machine is a highly experienced and 
professional band providing music and 
musicians for any event in the UK or abroad. 
Our experience ranges from London Hotels 
to Local Weddings, Corporate Entertainment 
and International Touring.

Contact:
For a free quote or to discuss your 

requirements, call  
Edward Leaker on 07773 350973 
or email info@edwardleaker.com

For more info and audio clips visit: 
www.edwardleaker.com

(444)

(699)
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The award was made in front of a packed art loving audience who cheered when the 
38 year old winner accepted the prize, a turnip mounted on a six-inch nail. Organiser 
Trevor Prideaux said, ‘I am delighted with the lack of effort taken to create this work.’

Lie Instate, a cinema projectionist from Tooting, London said ‘It was while visiting 
Gordon the Gopher in rehab that I first had the idea of bringing Phillip Schofield 
down through the power of art, Gordon kindly lent me 2 of his jumpers for the piece 
and at that point I knew it was in the can.’

He added ‘It’s a great honour and I am reeled with delight to win this prestigious 
award; I can now feed my 5 children this Christmas.’

Trevor said, ‘This year’s event attracted 69 entries, it’s fantastic that Lie Instate 
has won, he clearly has what it takes to be recognised in modern art circles and will 
be remembered in art history for no time at all! I believe that over the last twenty 
four years the artists entering ‘The Turnip Prize’ have created by far better works than 
Alex Farquharson and The Tate Britain Gallery could ever wish to exhibit.’ 

All photos courtesy of the Turnip Prize.
For more information please visit our Facebook group ‘The Turnip Prize.’

A Review of Henrik Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House’ – Performed by 
Wedmore Theatre - 8 December 2022  
Introduction
The play was presented with skill. Wedmore Theatre members, some of whom were 
actually in the cast, gave everyone a warm welcome on what was a bitterly cold night. 
The stage set illustrated a comfortable Oslo home during Christmas 1879. An early log 
burner radiating a warm orange glow across the room was particularly impressive, as 
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•  All aspects of tree work undertaken
•  NPTC qualified
•  Fully Insured
•  11 Years’ Experience

•  Hedge Cutting
•  Garden Clearance
•  Stump Grinding

N Duckett Tree Surgery

07792 042388
nick@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk
sales@nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

www.nduckett-treesurgery.co.uk

(535)

 

  

HAMPDEN 
OSTEOPATHIC 

CLINIC 

 24a Woodborough Road 
 Winscombe BS25 1AD 

 For appointments tel: 01934 843617 
www.hampdenosteopaths.co.uk 

 

  
 OSTEOPATHY         Janet White 
                                        Sebastian Partono 
 

 

  ACUPUNCTURE         Dan Lloyd 
    

 
 

  HYPNOTHERAPY        Michelle Balson 
 

(537) (725)
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were the oil lamps which provided illumination appropriate to each act. A Harpsicord 
which would have a role later completed the scene. The player’s costumes were totally 
realistic and applicable to the period. 

The Play 
The play begins with Nora Helmer (Carrie Large) bustling onto the stage to enjoy 
a few precious moments alone before the unwanted arrival of her domineering 
and overshadowing husband Torvald (Alan Philps), a man intoxicated by his own 
importance with a ready lexicon of endless condescending adjectives and phrases to 
hand; ‘my skylark,’ ‘my squirrel,’ even ‘my little spendthrift,’ with which to constantly 
and undeservingly belittle, demean and claim control and ownership of the long-
suffering Nora, who’s only sin is a determination to provide a good Christmas for her 
family on the meagre budget begrudgingly furnished by Torvald. 

Torvald is supported and counselled by a close family friend, Dr Rank (David 
Eccles), a man although knowing himself to be terminally ill, harbours a secret passion 
for Nora. Whilst Nora’s saviour is the homely Christine Linde (Andrea Brenner), a 
no-nonsense old friend recently widowed and seeking fresh adventures in the form of 
a new husband. However, it is the arrival of the towering and sinister Nils Krogstad 
(Will Evans) which introduces the prospect of fraud and scandal, which will ruin this 
respectable family and destroy their position in Oslo society.  

The Helmer’s children Emmy (Ruby Evans) and Ivar (Oliver Large) play the 
innocent bystanders to the unfolding domestic calamity, whist the maid Helen (Venetia 
Hopkins) and nanny Anna (Jendy Weekes) shepherd and manage household affairs 
mostly from the wings, aware of the issues, but powerless to intervene. It should be 
noted that Venetia was also understudy for Nora.          

General Observations 
By most standards this was a long play, 2 hours and 15 minutes with two 15-minute 
intervals. My first observation is that the entire cast were almost word perfect, a 
considerable achievement. Foremost in this was Nora, who apart from some 5 minutes 
at the start of Act 3, was on-stage and leading the dialogue with style and panache 
throughout, whilst suffering the continual put-downs from Torvald.

I would also state that this was a brave play to put on, with its core and highly 
topical theme of coercion and control of a woman, by a man. This Torvald did 
powerfully, totally unaware of the consequences of his behaviour, or indeed of his 
own wrongdoings, until it became too late. 

Torvald’s quick ‘ad-libbing’ when he became entangled in Nora’s costume provided 
a useful moment of unscripted fun. 

 Personally, I have to say that as a man who has lived a full life and could not claim 
to be blameless throughout, I occasionally heard my own voice in some of Torvald’s 
words. I am sure several other men in the audience felt likewise, as I noticed at least 
three adjacent couples glance knowingly at each other, particularly when Tovrald 
berated Nora for what was in his unwavering opinion, unjustifiable spending. We all 
have much to learn from this. 

Both Dr Rank and Christine gave fine support to the leading pair. Rank confident 
and authoritative despite his ailing health, whilst Christine deployed her charms to 
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disarm Nils by rekindling their past romance, removing the threat from the Helmer 
family, but alas too late to save their marriage. The assurance, enthusiasm and ease 
with which both Emmy and Ivor delivered their lines was highly impressive; in fact 
before the first interval, I could have easily believed they were actually brother and 
sister. If they are the future of Wedmore Theatre, then it is more than assured.   

As matters built to a dramatic conclusion, Nora rehearses the Italian folk 
dance Tarantella, which she would perform at a white tie event at their neighbour’s 
apartment that evening. The illusion that Nora, Tovrald and Dr Rank could all play 
the Harpsicord was well managed, the latter taking over at a key moment so that 
Tovrald could launch yet another series of disapproving tantrums at Nora, as she 
attempted to perfect her routine.

Conclusion 
This was a splendid evening’s entertainment and yes there was humour, even within 
such tense subject matter. At the end Nora leaves home for good late at night, off to 
‘discover herself’ as at least Tovrald’s equal, if not more likely his intellectual superior, 
leaving him broken, alone and without a mother for his children. The fact that Ibsen’s 
143 year old play is still as appropriate, relevant and topical today as it was then, is a 
sad reflection upon the progress of our society. 

My congratulations to all the Players, Support Staff and the Director / Producers; 
Sue Rippon and Judy Phillpotts.

Thank you for inviting me to review the play and I am looking forward to the next 
production of Wedmore Theatre already. 

Bill Sutton    

Adult Panto Heading to Wedmore
Glastonbury And Street Pottymouth Squad (GASPS) is staging Sinders – a cheeky 
version of the classic Cinderella tale – at seven Somerset venues.

The pantos will be performed at the following locations:
• Thursday 19 January - West Pennard Village Hall
• Friday 20 January - Wedmore Village Hall
• Saturday 21 January - Edington Village Hall
• Wednesday 25 January - Compton Dundon Village Hall
• Thursday 26 January - Bridgwater Arts Centre
• Friday, 27 January - Edgar Hall, Somerton
• Saturday 28 January - Glastonbury Town Hall

Tickets cost £15 and include a welcome drink. They can be bought online: 
www.gspottymouth.co.uk. 

The Blackford Café 
Sincere apologies to the Committee of the Village Hall and good folk of Blackford as 
we managed to omit details of the December Blackford Café. Here are all the Café 
dates for this year: 
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For more details please contact -
Ros – 01934 713130/07762 077728  boroughmall@btconnect.com

THE BOROUGH MALL CO LTD
LIVE LOCALLY | SHOP LOCALLY | WORK LOCALLY

COMING SOON 
TO THE BOROUGH MALL

RETAIL PREMISES &
OFFICE SPACE

(519)

Cheryl Childs 
Beauty | Skin Care | Anti-Ageing 

Cheryl Childs Beauty  -  by appointment only  
Cheddar | Somerset | 01934 744384 | cheryl@cherylchilds.co.uk | www.cherylchilds.co.uk 

Gift Vouchers 
 

Beautifully presented gift vouchers for a range of 
beauty, skin care and anti-ageing treatments, or for a 
value of your choice. 
  

An ideal birthday gift, or for any special occasion! 

CACI non-surgical face lifting 
Katherine Daniels facials 
Outback Organics waxing  
Electrolysis / thermology 
Eye treatments 
 

(715)
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barnyleemarquees.co.uk
01934 713 198
info@barnyleemarquees.co.uk

Supplying luxury marquees for corporate events, weddings,
festivals and parties across the UK

Bartletts Bridge Stud
Wedmore, Somerset

BA284HH

(494)

07929 105 882 | 01458 834 936
rogerselectricians .co.uk

Proud to be part of Rogers Restorations Ltd

Sunlit Solar has been providing clean, green 
energy across the South West since 2003 and 
is committed to working with Green Wedmore 
to help achieve their zero carbon goal for the 
parish. Discounted solar packages for residents 
of Wedmore parish which represent more than 
10% saving on typical prices available, please get 
in touch for an information pack.

DISCOUNTED SOLAR PACKAGES 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS

(642)
(724)
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4 January, (2 - 4 pm, at Blackford Village Hall) 8 February, 8 March, 5 April, 10 
May, 7 June, 5 July, 9 August, 6 September, 4 October, 8 November and 6 December. 

Welcome to Warm in Wedmore
The Parish Council have been working with local organisations to provide a Warm 
Room in Wedmore. We would like to offer all our villagers in Wedmore, Theale, 
Blackford and all our outlying villages the opportunity to turn off their heat and 
lights and come along to our public living room. There will be a warm welcome at the 
Masonic Hall every Wednesday and Thursday, 10.00am to 2.00pm from 7 December 
2022 to 9 March 2023, except for the two weeks either side of Christmas. Our fantastic  
local organisations are manning a week each. They will provide hot drinks and a light 
lunch. It will give you an opportunity to chat, play board games or even just read a 
newspaper. So, turn off your lights and heating and come and meet your neighbours.

Liz McDonnell
Liz’s family would like to say a big thank you to all Liz’s friends and neighbours who 
helped her during her last few months of illness\.

She so appreciated gifts of food, help with domestic tasks, transport for hospital 
appointments and the comfort of supportive company\.

We miss her so very much but we are grateful to you all\.
Margaret Tinney 

Wedmore Hidden Gardens Weekend 24 / 25 June 2023 
A date for your diaries. We are holding a planning meeting on Tuesday 10 January 
at 2.00pm in St. Mary’s Church please come along if you would like to open your 
garden or help in anyway.

Wedmore Good Neighbours – Here to Help 2023
As we start a new year the Wedmore Good Neighbours Group continues to support 
a steady stream of people in the local community with a wide variety of ‘neighbourly’ 
requests.  

Most calls we receive are from people needing transport for a medical appointment 
or visiting a vaccination centre along with a few requests for lifts to local club and 
society meetings.  

In addition to this we’ve recently teamed up with the Warm in Wedmore scheme 
to offer lifts to and from the Masonic Hall in the centre of the village.  Sessions run 
every Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to 2pm until 9 March (and our volunteers 
will be hosting on 8 and 9 March). 

Transport is not the only kind of support provided by the group.  Maybe you need 
some light work doing in the garden?   Or someone to walk your dog if you are unwell?  
Got some rubbish that needs taking to the local recycling centre – we can probably 
manage that too.  Perhaps you’re unable to get out of the house for some reason but 
need something from the local shops or chemist?  

Volunteers can also help with writing letters and filling forms, including assisting 
with simple tasks that need completing online.  Last but not least you might just want 
some company over a cuppa?  The group can handle a wide variety of requests – but 
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occasionally has to decline simply because the insurance policy does not cover every 
circumstance.  

We’re pleased to report that feedback from those using the service has been 
extremely positive. ‘Everyone has been so lovely, it’s like having a friend take you’ 
being a good example.   On a slightly different note our volunteers and co-ordinators 
had the opportunity to attend a first aid course back in November and those that 
attended found it most helpful.

Whatever your request please call 01934 806299 and leave a message - a volunteer 
will reply within 24 hours.  Please note that we’re not part of social services, or an 
emergency service…we’re just good neighbours!  

Wedmore Good Neighbours is operated by volunteers and has received some 
start-up funding from Sedgemoor District Council and the Somerset Community 
Foundation.  It’s free to use but the group does have running costs – insurance, petrol 
expenses, as well as vetting and training of volunteers.  So, if you do use the service 
and want to make a donation, this is always very welcome!   

If you’d like more detailed information about the group and how it operates visit 
the Wedmore Health and Wellbeing website – www.whawb.co.uk/gns/ 

Update about St. Marys Church Plans
Plans exhibited in May 2022 were submitted to the Diocese in that month and 
are still under consideration as initially the Diocesan Advisory Committee were 
concerned about the heating solution but now accept the proposals for a gas system 
with convection radiators which will transmit heat to the centre of the very wide 
Nave. Unfortunately, there is no more environmentally friendly means of effectively 
heating this large building.

The present heating is increasingly ineffective and following recent price increases 
is almost prohibitively expensive to run, for example to heat the church for a mid-week 
funeral now costs nearly £400.

The chairs chosen by the Parochial Church Council, after extensive trials during 
open days in which preferences expressed by members of the public, have not yet 
been approved as the Diocesan Committee are keen to ensure that removal of the 
pews and introduction of chairs is aesthetically pleasing.  However, the PCC is of a 
view that the chairs chosen with oaked stained backs to match other woodwork in 
the church is sympathetic to the ambiance of the building and will render the church 
completely flexible to meet the varying needs of the community.

The diocesan committee only meets every two months, and there was a significant 
delay before the outcome of the September committee discussions was disseminated to the 
parish. Only written communication is possible, hence the delay in the church response.

In principle the indication is that Diocesan team are happy with the proposals but 
wish to resolve the chair selection to their satisfaction and have also asked about the 
communication and consultation process. The latter has been very full in the opinion 
of the Church Council and has included a survey which was distributed to every 
house; three open week-ends when both proposed chairs and plans were available 
for comment; there have also been numerous updates in the IOW News since the 
proposal was first mooted in 2018, including three in 2022.
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National Proficiency Test Certification
and public liability insurance cover.

* Pruning * Felling * Tree removal/ 

* Dismantling * Stump Grinding * 

* Crown Lifting/ Reductions *

For a free, no obligation quote contact 
Chris Hood NPTC Cert ND Arb

Tel:  07738 678874

Email: chris@tree-surgery-somerset.com

www.tree-surgery-somerset.com
(584)

(611)

(407)
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HECTOR'S FARM SHOP
For quality meats, game and poultry traditionally butchered.

We also sell

goats’ milk, 

gluten free burgers 

and sausages

You can also

get your bird food 

and pet food

from us.

Try our pork pies, handmade sausages, faggots and burgers. Local cheeses,
milk, cream, butter, freshly baked bread, cakes, juices and Miles tea and coffee.

01934 712384
www.hectorsfarmshop.co.uk
butchers@hectorsshop.co.uk

(029)

(004)

N C TUCKER
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

ALL ASPECTS OF 
BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Steel Framed Buildings 
Conservatories 

Renovations, etc.

Tel: 01934 712020
or 07771 562255 (Mobile)

CHEDDAR TYRE
SUPPLIES

Car, Commercial, Agricultural
and Motor-Cycle Tyre

and Battery Specialists
On-Vehicle Balancing for

Car or Commercial

1A VALLEY LINE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE

STATION ROAD, CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, BS27 3AG

TEL: 742390

(145)
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The Parochial Church Council is now deliberating its response regarding the chairs 
and this article hopefully contributes to the consultation/communication process to 
satisfaction of the Diocese and hope for approval early in the New Year.

It is appreciated that not everybody will agree with the removal of the pews, but it 
is important to remember that church will be restored to its original simplicity when 
there were no pews, and will result in very large, multi-propose, flexible, warm and 
comfortable facility in the village which will not be in competition with other venues 
by virtue of its size.

Wedmore Scout Group Needs Help!
Wedmore Scout Group is well established and active, with 
over 80 young members meeting each week during term times. 
Nevertheless, the Scout section has a real problem due to an 
exceptional demand to join it, despite already expanding the 
capacity of the Scout Troop from 24 to 30 members.

These difficulties have arisen because, in addition to 16 young people of Scout age 
on its Joining-in List who wish to enjoy some scouting, the Group started a second 
Cub Pack to cope with the demand for Cub places. So, there are now two sets of Cubs 
who potentially will be moving on to the Scouts in due course.  

To accommodate all of these, the Group needs a second Scout Troop, but this 
will only happen if it has new Leaders to run it, as its current dedicated leadership 
resources are working at capacity. So, the Group is appealing for some help to find 
a new Leader and two assistants to run a second Scout Troop.

It recognises that people may feel they have no skills to offer Scouting - but 
everyone has something to give. And the Group relies on local people playing their 
part in providing the young people of Wedmore the opportunities they want and the 
chance to give it a go to build skills they need for life.  

Volunteering in Scouting is rewarding - providing the opportunity to learn new 
skills, rediscover adventure, make new friends, give back to the local community and 
have lots of fun! There is no cost as the Group meets the cost of uniforms, training, etc.

If you feel that you can help them as a Leader, they are keen to allow you to try 
out different things, meet the team, and see what support is available before deciding 
whether to be involved. Even if it’s only to help occasionally, let them know what 
you’re interested in, and they’ll help you find something that matches your skills 
(and available time). 

There is a list of contacts within the Group on its website (wedmorescoutgroup.org.uk), 
accessed by clicking on the link marked ‘Find Group Contacts’. Alternatively, please 
phone Bill Belshaw, the Group Scout Leader, at 01934 712438.

St Andrew’s is the Last Remaining Mental Health Ward in Mendip
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), now Somerset Integrated Care 
Board (ICB), announced the decision to close St Andrew’s ward in Wells on 24 Sep 
2020 after a three month consultation period, even though 52% of respondents stated 
they wanted the ward to remain open. They argue that, even though they have extra 
funding to spend on ‘transforming mental health services,’ they should move the ward 
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to Yeovil. The CCG claimed that stand-alone wards, such as St Andrew’s, are not 
safe and that it’s located too far away from an Emergency Department. However, 
there’s no substance to these claims, with the new ICB unable to show any examples 
of incidents. Mental health wards very rarely send patients to A&E, they are no more 
in need of being close to an Emergency Department than anyone else in Mendip. St 
Andrew’s ward has operated on its own for over a decade without any problems. We 
call upon the ICB to reopen Phoenix ward and to fund mental health services in Wells 
properly with their additional funding. The claim that staff recruitment is an issue is 
also fallacious as this is a problem everywhere, including at Yeovil.

The closure of this ward benefits the ICB and nobody else. Removing this vital 
service from Mendip will cost more money for the council in order to help plug the 
gap, with people needing transport to Yeovil and extra help for local mental health 
charities, such as Heads Up. As such, the council will have to decide whether to 
raise council tax or cut back even more vital services elsewhere. With a growing local 
population, and almost 30% of residents with no access to a private car, this can only 
lead to further hardship for vulnerable and desperate people in an area which already 
experiences above average levels of poverty.

Relocating the ward will mean that patients will find it difficult to get home for 
short periods as part of their recovery, leading to longer periods of time in a place 
with which they have no familiarity. Vulnerable people, who are already disorientated 
will be further confused and scared finding themselves in a strange place. One patient 
described being taken to Yeovil as like ‘being abducted by aliens.’

The ICB have already postponed the closure twice; let’s keep the pressure on 
until the ward is saved! 

The ward is scheduled for closure in autumn 2023 and that there are no plans to 
use the site for anything else at all. We need to fight this closure and there are demos 
currently lined up in Street market on 12 January and at Cheddar Sainsbury’s on 11 
March. Please join the Facebook group or email me for more information.

Support Our Campaign!
• Join Save Somerset’s Community Services on Facebook and/or email 

emmajking.sos4somerset@gmail.com
• Sign the petition on change.org: Save St Andrew’s 

ward, Wells, from closure, or scan the QR code 
here.

Contact
• SICB, Wynford House, Lufton Way, Yeovil. 

BA22 8HR Freepost RRKL-XKSC-ACSG  
somicb.enquiries@nhs.net 

• James Heappey MP, 10, Broad Street, Wells. BA5 
2DN james.heappey.mp@parliament.uk; 

• Heather Shearer, Somerset county councillor, 
lead member for Adult Social Care, heather.shearer@somerset.gov.uk
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Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014
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Tel 01934 440014

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces
Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit  
your lifestyle.

Jane Hicks Creative Gardens

West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk    www.janesgardens.co.uk

Spaces to relax, spaces to 
entertain, spaces to enjoy, 
spaces for family.

Unique garden spaces 
designed to perfectly fit 
your lifestyle.

Creating beautiful 
outdoor spaces

Tel 01934 440014

Tel 01934 440014
West End Farm, Poolbridge Road, Blackford BS28 4PA
Email designer@janesgardens.co.uk 
www.janesgardens.co.uk

(557B)

(644)

7Seat Luxury limo and

chauffeur service.

LADIES!
Get together and book YPC for 

professionally chauffeured day trips to 
Ascot, Newbury Races, London 

Shopping or destination of your choice.

Champagne & refreshments provide en-route.

Call Philip on 07802 719519

Also available for Shooting 
parties, Weddings, Airport & 
Cruise transfers, Business, 
Funerals etc.

(727)
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(564)

Rousell  
Plant Hire Ltd

Wedmore

All groundworks & sewage treatment 
plants undertaken. 

All machines available  
with concrete breakers.

Please call Damien on 

07812 134 382

(728)

(002)

J Auto
Services
Ltd
SERVICING
FOR ALL
MAKES
OF CARS

Bodywork
M.0.T.
Valeting Service
Recovery

BROOKSIDE GARAGE • BLACKFORD

Telephone 713249
Mon–Fri 8.30–5.30 Sat 8.30–1.00

(122)

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, 
NEW BUILDS, REWIRES,  

EXTRA SOCKETS, LIGHTS, 
FAULT REPAIR, ETC.
INTRUDER ALARMS,  

FIRE ALARMS

Tel: 01278 780966
Mobile: 07710 692277

R.G. 
ELECTRICAL



January 2023 21

Wedmore Community Bus - New Volunteer Drivers Needed
The community bus has vacancies for volunteer drivers for Scheduled Services on 
Tuesdays to Fridays and/or Private Hire.

Driving the bus:
• isn’t a big commitment. Many volunteers are only available occasionally but 

they still make a valuable contribution. Volunteers are only timetabled to 
drive at times when they make themselves available and rarely drive more 
than once a month.

• is very rewarding as it provides an important service to many local residents.
• is great fun as the bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz 

of conversation and plenty of laughs.
• isn’t difficult. All drivers are given free training by an approved Somerset CC 

trainer. This is provided before the volunteer starts driving and is repeated 
every 4 years.

Volunteers do need to have category D1 on their driving licence but this should 
be available on all licences gained before September 2008. They will also need to 
undergo a DBS check (Disclosure and Barring Service) which we will arrange at no 
cost to the volunteer.

Interested? If so please contact us either by email on wedmorebus@gmail.com 
or telephone Phil Butterworth on 01934 712775.

For further details of the Community Bus and its services, check the entry at the 
end of the magazine, go to the Wedmore website at theisleofwedmore.net under 
Local Directory/Wedmore Community Bus or email us on wedmorebus@gmail.com 

Our Health and Wellbeing
In consultation with Axbridge and Wedmore Medical Practice and with the support of 
Wedmore Parish Council here is this month’s item relating to our health & wellbeing. 

Fresh start for 2023?
So it’s the start of another year and who knows what’s in store for us! Perhaps we are 
wondering whether we can book a summer holiday or buy a new sofa in the January 
sales. Undoubtedly those things will make us feel good, but can be quite costly. There 
are other ways to induce those ‘feel good’ moments, but at minimal cost and utilising 
our own body’s resources. One of those ways is to take exercise. According to the 
Webmed website, when we exercise, our body releases various chemicals (hormones), 
including endorphins. These endorphins interact with the receptors in our brain that 
reduce our perception of pain. Endorphins also trigger a positive feeling in the body, 
all at no extra cost! The NHS goes as far as describing exercise as the miracle cure 
we’ve all been waiting for!

‘It can reduce your risk of major illnesses, such as coronary heart disease, stroke, type 
2 diabetes and cancer and lower your risk of early death by up to 30%’. 

If you need convincing, reading the information on the NHS website about the 
whole range of benefits may help.

Although the festive season may have been a bit leaner this year for many of us, 
there will probably have been opportunities to add a few extra unwanted pounds, 
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so now is a good time to shed them! We are fortunate to have a good range of 
opportunities on offer in and around Wedmore. for inspiration go to the events 
calendar in this edition of the Wedmore News. Also search in your Isle of Wedmore 
Directory for clubs and organisations offering sports and physical activity. There 
is something for every age range, from children to seniors. Don’t forget the Kings 
Leisure Centre, Cheddar for more options, telephone 01934 744939 for details. And 
if you want to exercise in your own home at no cost, how about joining Joe Wicks 
and others online. For example, search for Joe Wicks on YouTube for a whole range 
of exercise programmes for all ages and fitness levels.  

The advice from our local practice is: ‘If you have not exercised for some time 
speak to a health care professional or contact the team at your GP practice.  Make 
sure your activity and its intensity are appropriate for your fitness’.

Perhaps the most important thing is to enjoy what we do, but also just to do what’s 
right for us and our bodies. This will mean we are more likely to stick at it and gain 
the full long-term benefits of exercise. Find something you enjoy and do it regularly!

For easy links to all the websites please go to www.whawb.co.uk and go to the 
Wedmore News item for January 2023.  

Cathy Butterworth,
 Wedmore Health and Wellbeing Project

Cheddar Vale Lions Club (CIO) - Free PSA Tests for 
Men Over 40
Lions Clubs around the U.K. have been providing PSA Tests for 
some years, and Cheddar Vale Lions Club, in partnership with 
Somerset Prostate Support Association, took the initiative to 
hold their first event in 2018 to make them available in their local 
community. 

The Club was amazed at the response to an extensive publicity campaign and 
were overwhelmed on the morning of Saturday 30 June, with the number of local 
men turning out to support the event.   Cheddar Vale Lions Club and the Somerset 
Prostate Support Association are now offering another testing event on 4 February 
2023, at Wedmore Village Hall, Cheddar Road, Wedmore, BS28 4EQ, from 10 am 
to 4 pm.  This time, due to progress made by the SPSA, there is an online booking 
system which means we can get through up to 200 tests on the day.   Please see the 
link below as booking is now open.   

Mens’ Lives Matter so this will be a chance for men aged 40 and over to take 
advantage of this generous offer - around 40,000 men in the UK are diagnosed with 
Prostate Cancer annually, with approximately 10,000 deaths resulting.  If caught early 
with this test, it could save lives!!

The Somerset Prostate Association and Cheddar Vale Lions Club are staging this 
event, seeing it as an important part of their work in the community.  Please come 
along, even if you do not have any symptoms.  It may raise your awareness of what 
to look for in the future.

Appointments must be booked online using the link below.  A print of the ticket 
must be brought with you on the day.
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(599)

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749 118 500  |  E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk  |  W: www.alphawastewater.co.uk

Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting,
Tank Emptying, Rainwater Harvesting System. Service and Repairs
Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer

Wastewater
Maintenance Engineers

Covering all of the
South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?

(662)

(277)
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 Redwood Joinery 
 

 
• Windows • Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 

• General Bespoke Joinery 

01278 685010 

sales@redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

www.redwoodjoinery.co.uk 

26A Vicarage Road, Woolavington, TA7 8DX 
 

 

(667)

The Valley Smokehouse Ltd. 

At Wheatsheaf Inn 

Stone Allerton 

Established 1989 

 Kitchen Store selling our own smoked food and local produce. 
 Coffee Shop serving Tea and Coffee. 
 Pre-order Service available for your dinner party; smoked fish, smoked 

meat, charcuterie, parfaits, terrines, artisan bread, cheese, desserts and 
cakes.  Give us a call on 01934 712346 to discuss requirements. 

Kitchen store open; Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm  

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

Coffee shop open;    Tuesday – Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 

                                   Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

 

(676)

(237)

DAMAGED YOUR VEHICLE?

CALL

WESSEX
ON 01749 870990

WESSEX BODYWORKS
Unit 9 Lodge Hill Industrial Estate

Westbury-sub-Mendip

For all your Vehicle Body Repairs
Resprays, Restoration and

Welding Specialists

MOT Preparation and Insurance
Repairs Undertaken
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To book an appointment please use this link: https://spsa.mypsatests.org.uk/Events/
or visit our website:  www.cheddarvalelions.org.uk

For questions about the testing contact:
01458 441669 or email – peterhopwood46@gmail.com.

Donations to SPSA for future screening sessions will be gratefully received on 
the day 

For questions about the venue contact: Cheddar Vale Lions Club: 0345 833 7402 
or email: information@cheddarvalelions.org.uk

Wedmore Arts Festival - A Chance to Blow Your Own Trumpet!
In an exciting departure for the 2023 Wedmore Arts Festival, we are asking YOU to 
provide the entertainment: the brand new WAF ‘Buskers’ events will offer a platform 
for local musicians to perform in public, pick up some new fans and boost their 
earnings! So, if you have been hiding your musical talent under a bushel, now is the 
time to bring it out and give it a performance-polish. 

The Buskers events will take place around Wedmore during the festival and will 
consist of a varied programme of music and song. Performers will be invited to bring 
along their collection caps... And passers-by will be encouraged to fill them up! 

If you would like more details, please leave a message on 01934 807229.
The Arts Festival has always supported local talent - and continues to do so. In 

addition to the innovative Buskers events, there will also be performances from 
several artistes whose skills have already attracted audiences in and around Wedmore 
including Poppy McGhee, Innes Oliver, Georgina Sweet, Becca Kate and Bailee 
Rossiter. And naturally we will as usual be featuring a host of even better-known 
names from further afield. The full programme is currently being finalised but watch 
out for all the details in the February issue and keep an eye on the website. 

And if you want to stay ahead of the curve, why not join the Friends scheme? 
That way you will be supporting the festival, benefiting from early-bird booking and 
receiving festival news hot off the press.

The 2023 Festival runs from 7 – 15 May wedmoreartsfestival.co.uk

Tree Planting in Somerset - Supporting a Fragile Landscape 

Since 2014 Reimagining the Levels has been planting trees and hedgerows throughout 
the Somerset Levels and their surrounding hills. 

The results have been incredible, surpassing our most optimistic estimates. With 
the help of over 80 volunteers we have:

• Enabled over 60,000 trees and shrubs to be planted increasing woodland and 
hedgerows. 

• Worked with over 110 private landowners to plant suitable schemes. 
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• Helped over 20 community organisations, schools, village halls, recreation 
grounds etc. to plant up their land. 

Climate Change means we need more woodland and hedgerow to address prolonged 
flooding, provide wildlife habitat, sequester carbon and increase biodiversity. We are 
reaching out to landowners and community groups to find suitable land to plant. We 
provide practical support i.e. subsidised trees, stakes and guards, along with expert 
guidance on where, what and how to plant. 

Spread The Word! Help us find new land to plant 
Somerset has some of the lowest tree cover in the UK (7%), well below the UK average 
(12%). If you are a landowner or your school, parish council or community organisation 
are thinking of planting trees, shrubs or hedgerows, we may be able to help. 

Our partners the Woodland Trust, Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA)and the 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group SouthWest are supporting us to provide trees, 
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Somerset Sparkling Wine 
……………………………. 

From grapes grown on the 
south-facing slopes of the 

Isle of Wedmore 

Available direct from the 
vineyard or from  the Village 

Store and the Swan 

mowbartonestate.co.uk  
07919100455      

Free local delivery  
(592)

OFFERING:

• Wrought iron decorative 
and ornate gates (both 
electrical and manual)

• Bespoke handrails
• Ornamental railings
• Custom-made staircase

Tel: 01934 756633
Unit 8, Labourham Business Park, 

Draycott Road, Cheddar, 
Somerset BS27 3RP

PREMIER FABRICATION LTD

(661)

RATCLIFFE 
BROS

DUNNICKS MEAD

WEDMORE’S
M.0.T.
STATION

TEL 01934 712170

(013)
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(602)

C.V. Gower & Son
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

† All localities covered
† 24 hr. Service every day
† Distance and Overseas Funerals
† Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
† Private Chapel of Rest 
† Green Funerals arranged

For FREE advice on all matters
relating to Funerals

contact
Lindsay Lawrence on 842945

(096)

 

 
  

 

Box 1     £ 30.00 
 

1lb Pork Sausages 
1lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
4 Beef Burgers 

4 Pork & Apple Burgers 
1lb Minced Beef 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Box 2      £50.00 
 

2lb Pork Sausages 
2lb Pork & Cider Sausages 

1lb Back Bacon 
1lb Streaky Bacon 
2lb Minced Beef 

4 Pork Chops 
4 Belly Pork Slices 

 

 

 All available for local delivery or collection. 
Please phone to place your order and we will arrange delivery or collection 

 Tel     01934 712311
 (221)
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stakes and grants again this year. Thanks to Mendip District Council for their support 
last year to help us plant 4,500 trees and shrubs 

For plantings that address flood risk there is an extra grant available courtesy of 
SRA. 

Other plantings may be eligible for subsidised trees and advice. We may be able 
to advise with planting fruit and nut orchards. 

Tree planting will provide a wide range of benefits for both people and the natural 
world and improve the wellbeing of all involved. 

Wedmore Farmers Preserving Club Skittle League
Skittle league table at the halfway stage of the season.

Points 
New Inn 135 12 
Cocklake 135 12 
Tilham 121 12 
Crickham -79 12 
Sand 14 10 
Nyland 105 10 
Blackford 41 10 
Theale -4 8 
Westend -132 2 
Wedmore -336 2 

Gundry Cup Winners – Tilham 

Blackford Village Hall

Blackford village hall nestles behind the old school, next to the children’s play area 
along Sexey’s Road, (opposite the Sexey’s Arms Inn).

The hall acts as a community hub and is once again fully open for business following 
the Covid pandemic. We have weekday and weekend slots available currently for 
anyone looking to start up a regular group activity, such as a society, or club, as well 
as availability for use for a one-off event, such as a family party.  

The spacious hall lends itself to a wide variety of activities including: 
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• Fitness classes 
• Community Clubs and Meetings
• Children’s Parties and Family Social Events
• Theatre productions
• Baby and Toddler groups
• Dog Training 
• Village events

There is a large central Hall area, (150 capacity) with facilities for disabled users, a 
well-equipped kitchen, ample toilets, and two smaller meeting rooms. The large car 
park can accommodate over 20 vehicles.  

Hiring is very reasonably priced and we can also offer external hire of Tables and 
Chairs.

Every month the hall is home to the Blackford Café where you can meet with a 
friend over a tea or coffee and even treat yourself to a piece of cake! The Village 
Café is held on the second Wednesday of every month from 2pm to 4pm.  Booking 
not required, just turn up and have a chat! 

We are privileged to have this fantastic village facility and welcome all booking 
enquiries. Please contact Louise Benjamin at bookingsblackfordvh@gmail.com for 
further information.

If you would like to help, why not become a Committee Member.  It is not a 
huge time commitment but provides a valuable community service. Please contact 
Iainlewis@grovecottage.eu

Wilder Wedmore - 9, 10 and 11 June 2023
A long summer weekend of walks, talks, experiences 
and activities

There will be a talks with some brilliant nature 
writers and presenters including our very own Stephen 
Moss, BAFTA award winner for Springwatch, and 
Brigit Strawbridge, author of Dancing with Bees.  Lots 
of activities including bat and dawn chorus walks, moth 
trapping, bird ringing, wildlife photography and an 
opportunity to build your own bee hotel.

Make a note in your diary and, if you would like to get involved, or have ideas for 
activities, please contact Geoff Carss on geoff_carss@hotmail.com

The Cat Called Scruffy
AS SOON as I opened the car door, I could hear loud purring, interspersed with 
occasional ‘meows’.

Within a second a wisp of ginger lightening zipped under the chassis, the dash of 
white at the end of a bottle brush tail, could be faintly seen poking out from behind 
one of the wheels.
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No time for home and 
garden maintenance?

All aspects of interior and exterior 
home maintenance undertaken 
including painting, decorating 

and repairs.

No job too small

Affordable, friendly and reliable

Call : (mobile) 07842 093426
(office) 01934 710038

(605)

 
A high standard of sincere, 

dignified and caring service, 
offering advice and support 

on all aspects of funeral 
arranging. 

Here to help, 
24 Hours a day 

 
Telephone:   01278 794 304 

 
Office and Chapel of Rest at: 
10 Church Street, Highbridge, 

TA9 3AF 

(668)

Wedmore iT  
Expert Advice in Plain English 

 
For all your computer related needs. 

Home and business calls welcome; no job too large or small. 
 

PC or Mac, tablets and smartphones (Apple or Android), home assistants (e.g. Alexa or Google). 
Virtual reality and bespoke PC gaming systems, and all other computer peripherals. 

 
If you are having problems with your broadband or other suppliers, we can help with that too. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

For businesses we can help with all aspects of IT: procurement, support, project management, security, 
cost/benefit analysis, improving network performance, data compliance and disaster recovery planning. 

 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly service please call: Peter Holmes 

on 01934 733361 or 07876 652200  or email: support@wedmoreit.com 
Or visit our website: wedmoreit.co.uk 

 
Proud to have been serving the local community since 2000. 

 
 

(323)
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AJ Aspects

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
CARPENTER & JOINER

MOBILE 07568 545553
HOME 01278 652004

All aspects of wood floor renovation

• Floor laying, herringbone, 
plank, borders

• Sanding, wood stains, hard 
wax oils and laquers

• Dust free sanding

EMAIL: anthonylid7@gmail.com
michellelid@icloud.com

(612)

REFLEXOLOGY & INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IN WEDMORE

Reduce tiredness, stress or anxiety
Soothe pain, especially from arthritis
Alleviate ongoing medical conditions

Relief  during cancer treatments

Lift your mood with a feeling of  wellbeing

Or simply come in to be pampered and indulged in 
luxurious and relaxing surroundings

Contact Wendy Rider MAR
Tel: 01934 713213  Mobile: 07935 275451  email: wendyrider1@gmail.com

Practising from 9, The Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1Wendy Rider Wedmore News 125x93mm.indd   1 06/01/2022   12:3806/01/2022   12:38

(685)

Wedmore Dental Practice, Coronation House, The Borough, Wedmore, Somerset BS28 4EG

Preventative, conventional and advanced cosmetic treatments

New patients are very welcome

reception@wedmoredental.co.uk 01934 713013www.wedmoredental.co.uk

Jennifer Morecroft - GDC 112769

Practice Principal – B.D.S ( U.BRIST ) MFGDP

Peter Sedgwick - GDC 55821

Practice Associate – BDS (U.BRIST) DPDS (U.BRIST)

Sally Cantwell - GDC 2213

Dental Hygienist – EDH

Jane Fellows - GDC 3540

Dental Hygienist – EDH

The team behind your smile
Wedmore Dental Practice

(330)
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While I grabbed the shopping bags from the back seat, he attempted to remain 
well concealed, taking advantage of every bit of natural cover that his surroundings 
could afford him.

I had played this game before, I knew what my friend’s next move would be, for it 
had become a more regular occurrence as Summer turned to Autumn, and Autumn 
turned to Winter. 

No sooner had I opened the door to the house and started to carry the bags in, 
he would emerge from cover and make a bolt for the warmer climes of the hallway, 
and then onward to the cushioned comfort of either the lounge or the spare bedroom 
upstairs.

It was about a year ago in early January that this ginger cat had been spotted in 
the small close of about 25 houses where we live. He was often seen in the morning 
walking on the tops of the fences that separate the gardens, or sitting on someone’s 
doorstep, or else laying out in the sun.

Quite where he had come from, or what his back story was, or why he had suddenly 
appeared in our Close, no one seemed to know, although many rumours, theories 
and urban myths abounded. 

Some of our Harry Potter and Marvel loving neighbours believed that he was either 
an Animagus or a Flerken; the latter, so they said, being the more likely because of his 
ginger colouring. Some said that he had been left behind as a result of a house move 
and had nowhere to go, or was trying to find his owners and had some how got lost. 

A kindly dog walker had confided in me that they had regularly seen this ginger 
cat out with the badgers in their garden at night. Another story doing the rounds, was 
that he had been seen on several occasions riding on a Fox’s back!

But stories, theories and urban myths aside there was one thing everyone agreed 
on, and that was his appearance. 

For his fur was somewhat matted, and seemed to hang on his skinny frame, as if 
it had just been thrown over him. His tail looked somewhat shorter than it should, as 
if, a bit of it had, somehow, been lost. 

While his facial features and whiskers, particularly his bright blue eyes, were quite 
delightful, they were framed by two threadbare, patchwork ears, that looked to be 
fraying at the edges. One of these ears was slightly gammy, and bent over, and gave 
him a rather wonderful asymmetry. 

The general consensus, however, amongst householders of the Close, was that he 
was as fine an example of the concept, scruffy, one rarely sees. 

Yet for all this he had a very sweet and loving nature that endeared him to 
everyone, and by the mid-summer, he was receiving generous daily portions of food 
from several houses! 

All of which has helped him to put on weight and, as the year passed by, look 
healthier and happier. His visit to the vet had also been good, but sadly no chip! A 
local tradesman had even built him a cat house, where he could sleep during the 
winter months.

Our ginger friend traded under several names, such as ‘Tyger’ from the poem by 
William Blake, and ‘Simba’ from The Lion King’, all of which he responded to, but 
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most simply called him ‘Scruffy’. My wife and I, not keen on ‘Scruffy’ called him ‘Mr 
Chuffy’ after a kindly old character in the Dicken’s novel Martin Chuzzlewitt.

All this personal affection for such an affable character simply it made it all the 
harder every week when unloading my shopping. With a baby on the way, we have 
steered away from cats, and several times we have had to shoo him out of the house, 
after he had just got comfortable.

Such was my dilemma, what was I to do?
As I stood outside the car trying to decide, I heard a door open on the other side 

of the Close, Scruffy’s asymmetrical face cocked in that direction, as a voice rang out, 
‘Scruffy, where are you? Here’s a nice bit of chicken!’ 

Before I had time to look down, he had gone in the direction of lunch, and so 
I, breathing a sigh of relief, hastily made for the front door with my shopping bags!

Rev. Sam Healey, 
Curate for the Isle of Wedmore Benefice

Coming Soon 
Blackford Harvest Home Committee - 
Winter Warmer with a Quiz
Friday 10 February 2023 
7 for 7.30pm at Blackford Village Hall, Cash Bar

For tickets please contact Mike and Maureen Isgar on 
01934 712087

Club Reports and Society Updates
Women of Wedmore – WOW (Wedmore WI) 

Happy New Year from Women of Wedmore!
Women of Wedmore’s November meeting 

was a last-minute change to the one scheduled; 
our guest speaker Kate Isgar, who was planning 

a demonstration and tasting session of Easy and Tasty Canapés, unfortunately hurt 
her back when dealing with a recalcitrant sheep. 

Damien Lovegrove, a local photographer, rescued the evening with his inspirational 
photographs and tales of travelling the world\.

Damien is considered by many to be one of the world’s most influential 
contemporary photographers. He is best known for creating portraits that make 
women look fabulous; he was challenged by one of our members to include her as 
his next model! So, if we are one member short next May, we will know she is in 
the USA traveling across a desert in a convoy of SUVs with a group of aspirational 
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WEDMORE WEDMORE 
BED&BREAKFASTBED&BREAKFAST

2 LARGE DELUXE2 LARGE DELUXE
EN-SUITE TWIN /EN-SUITE TWIN /
DOUBLE ROOMSDOUBLE ROOMS

IN CENTRALIN CENTRAL
WEDMOREWEDMORE

TEL: 07557 912468TEL: 07557 912468

(585)(657)

(430)
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photographers. Damien, having had a glittering career at the BBC as a cameraman 
and lighting director, left it all behind him in 1998 to become a full-time photographer. 
Damien shot over 400 weddings and he now travels the world teaching his unique 
style of photography.

Damien shared recent pictures and stories with us from his journeys throughout 
Europe and the USA. He explained how he finds interesting locations using Google 
Earth to spot abandoned industrial sites and buildings. The sites then have to be 
thoroughly vetted and access negotiated with owners. It is only after thorough checks 
have been done that Damien will design a trip with clients to explore his style of 
photography. Damien’s photographs show how he uses light, texture and backgrounds 
to produce his stunning work.

Do check out Damien’s website at www.lovegrovephotography.com
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 11 January, 7pm-9pm. Julie Antoniadis from 

Simply Lasting Powers of Attorney Somerset, will talk on wills and lasting powers 
of attorney.

Women of Wedmore meet at the Masonic Hall. We are a friendly bunch! For more 
information, please contact wedmorewi@outlook.com

Mr Punch’s Folk Club – Friday 6 and 20 January 
8pm Theale Village Hall - £2 bring your own refreshments, performers and audience 
very welcome. For further info please call  07761 833449

Theale Film Club – Sunday 22 January     
7pm 

Isle of Wedmore Society – Report of 24 November 2022 Meeting
Twenty-five Society members and 11 visitors heard a well-
illustrated talk by Kevin Anderson about the Avalon Marshes, 
past, present and future.  Kevin is the Visitor Experience Officer 
for the Somerset Wildlife Trust/Avalon Marshes.  He probably 
surprised most of us by first describing the very large size of the 
area in question.  I certainly had thought it basically just covered 
a fairly small area between Westhay and Shapwick, whereas is fact it stretches far wider 
from east beyond Glastonbury and then west to almost Highbridge.  The whole of 
this area is basically flat and low lying and was originally known as the ‘Peat Moors.’

Kevin then brought us up to date with recent developments.  In recent times it 
has been subject to extensive peat digging and with two firms currently still having 
licences to continue for probably at least the next decade.  Its future as a nature 
reserve though really started in the 1970s and a quite recent development was a 2012 
Heritage Lottery award of £2,000,000 for new infrastructure, replica ancient buildings 
and community projects.  It has now become a ‘multi area’ for wild life with increasing 
numbers of visitors.

We were then taken back to more ancient times and learnt how human habitation 
can be traced back to a wooden pathway, the ‘Sweet Track,’ and which was built around 
3,800 BC.  Moving forward, by 700 BC Glastonbury and Meare had become iron age 
villages.  Moving even further forward, by around 250 AD the area had been well 
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lodestoneproperty.co.uk

The Lodestone Property team, who have an immense knowledge and enthusiasm for the 
local area and everything it has to off er, are experts in matching new buyers with properties 

across Somerset and Dorset. Our dynamic approach to marketing houses makes us the most 
followed estate agent in Somerset and Dorset reaching over 500,000 people each month.

Whether you’re looking for your next home, or are thinking about selling or letting, we can help.
We can make your next home happen. Call our Wells Offi  ce if you would like further advice. 

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

lettings@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605002

(706)

Mark   Somerset   TA9 4NG    •   Chippenham   Wiltshire   SN14 6LH

T   01249 651 212    E   mwhite@lonsdaleservices.co.uk    W   lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.

Achieve your financial goals
   Pensions & SIPPs 
   ISAs  
   Care Fee Plans 
   Investing: Income or Growth
   Inheritance Tax Planning
   Trust Investments
   Mortgaging & Remortgaging

Call Mark on 07508 706770 for local independent financial advice

(718)
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3 Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am-2.30pm Wedmore Village Hall 

4 Weds Blackford Café 2:00pm-4:00pm Blackford Village Hall 

6 Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club 08:00 pm Theale Village Hall 

10 Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am-2.30pm Wedmore Village Hall 

Wedmore Hidden Gardens - Planning Meeting 2:00pm St Mary’s Church, Wedmore

11 Weds Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

Probus 10:15 am Isle of Wedmore Golf Club

Women of Wedmore (Wedmore WI) - Julie 
Antoniadis - ‘Wills and Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’

7:00pm-9:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

12 Thurs Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

15 Sun Tuesday Club 10.30am-2.30pm Wedmore Village Hall 

18 Weds Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

Wedmore Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm The Council Rooms

19 Thurs Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

20 Fri Mr Punch’s Folk Club 08:00 pm Theale Village Hall 

Adult Panto  - Glastonbury And Street Pottymouth Squad 
(GASPS) Sinders – a cheeky version of the classic Cinderella tale

Wedmore Village Hall 

21 Sat Messy Church 3:00pm-5:00pm St Mary’s Church, Wedmore 

22 Sun Theale Film Club 07:00 pm Theale Village Hall 

24 Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am-2.30pm Wedmore Village Hall 

Wedmore Gardening Club - Neil Ross ‘What the 
Garden Books Never Tell You’

07:30 pm Masonic Hall

25 Weds Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

Probus 10:15 am Isle of Wedmore Golf Club

26 Thurs Warm In Wedmore 10.00am-2:00pm The Masonic Hall, Wedmore

Isle of Wedmore Society - Lois Brenchley & Mick Fletcher  
-  ‘The Strawberry (Railway) Line - Past, Present and Future.’

30 Mon Green Wedmore Meeting 07:30 pm St Mary’s Church, Wedmore

31 Tues Tuesday Club 10.30am-2.30pm Wedmore Village Hall 

What’s On in the Parish January 2023



January 2023 39

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY
Pilates 9.15 - 10.15am Blackford VH Lucy
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH Lucy
Beavers 5.45 - 6.45pm Scout Hut               + Bill Belshaw
Yoga with Anna MacGregor 6.30pm Wedmore VH Anna MacGregor
Bridge Club 7.00pm via Zoom Steve Pedrick
Scouts 7.15 - 8.45pm Scout Hut               + Bill Belshaw

TUESDAY
Chair Yoga 10.00am Masonic Hall Jo Willis 
Little Lambs 9.15am - 11.15am Little Lambs           + Jane Bewick
Tuesday Club 10.30am Wedmore VH Lesley Nichols
50+ Dance Class 10.00am Wedmore VH Rhian Weston
Music Matters 2.30pm via Zoom mhc.dance4change@hotmail.co.uk
Cubs 6.30 - 7.45pm Scout Hut               + Bill Belshaw
Pilates with Anna MacGregor - 
beginner / general class

6.00 - 7.00pm Wedmore VH Anna MacGregor

Yoga with Anna MacGregor 7.15 pm Wedmore VH Anna MacGregor

WEDNESDAY
Rainbows 4.30pm Wedmore VH           + Gail Millard
Brownies 6.15pm Wedmore VH           + Sue Moreman
Guides 7.00pm Wedmore VH           + Elaine Tilling
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH Tabitha
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH Tabitha
Tai Chi 12.15 - 1.15pm via Zoom John Beasley

THURSDAY
Pilates 9.15- 10.15am Blackford VH Lucy
Pilates 10.30 - 11.30am Blackford VH Lucy
Wedmore Dance Group 10.30am Wedmore VH Nikki Pryn
Cubs 6.30pm Scout Hut               + Bill Belshaw

FRIDAY
Tots and Tinies 9.15am Wedmore First School + Penny Wallace
Wedmore Art Group 2.00pm Masonic Hall              + Jim Collett

+ Not taking place during school holidays

What’s On in the Parish January 2023
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‘Warm in Wedmore’ this winter
EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 

Village clubs will take turns to host a few hours of warm welcome at The Masonic 
Hall  every Wednesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm through until mid March

Please all come down to the Masonic Hall for a coffee or a bowl of soup and help 
make this a cheery community event.
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developed by the Romans who reclaimed quite large areas of sea encroached land.  
In much more recent times the 1700s and 1800s AD saw the ‘enclosures’ develop 
farming in the area.

Finally Kevin described present day developments and illustrated with pictures the 
wide diversity of bird and wildlife that are now inhabiting and increasing habitation 
in the area.

Next Isle of Wedmore Society Meeting - Thursday 26 January
Our January meeting, the first of the year, will take place in the Masonic Hall at 
7.30pm. The speakers will be Lois Brenchley and Mick Fletcher and their talk will 
be titled ‘The Strawberry (Railway) Line - Past, Present and Future.’ The talk will be 
followed by the Society’s Annual General Meeting. Members free, visitors £4 with 
free tea/coffee afterwards. Contact Ian Tomes on 01934 710390.

Ian Tomes - Secretary Isle of Wedmore Society

Green Wedmore
Please keep in touch and help us achieve positive, convivial, 
local, achievable projects

Visit www.greenwedmore.co.uk and sign up to receive regular 
information

Please see, like and follow our Facebook page. Call 07984 
924432 to contact us

Busy, busy …..

Warm In Wedmore
‘Warm in Wedmore’ this winter – Green Wedmore are hosting Warm in Wedmore 
on the 15 and 16 February.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.  Village clubs will take turns to host a few hours of 
warm welcome at The Masonic Hall every Wednesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm 
from the 7th December through until March (With a Christmas break).  Please all 
come down to the Masonic Hall for a coffee or a bowl of soup and help make this a 
cheery community event.

The ‘Close to Home’ village cookbooks
A great present that well exemplifies our village’s energy and community spirit. On sale 
at The Cottage Gallery, The Swan and The Valley Smokehouse at The Wheatsheaf. 

Wind Turbines
Government policy is flip-flopping but when common sense prevails, we have a plan!

Street Lighting in Wedmore
At a time when communities and individuals are struggling to cope, and when we 
are all trying to do our best to reduce power use, it is surely the moment to consider 
Wedmore’s street lighting? Upwards of 250 lights burning power all night – there are 
options. More information at the upcoming ‘Village Have your say’ event
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20’s Plenty!
You will have noticed that other local villages are, or are considering, reducing the 
speed limit from 30mph to 20 mph. You may agree with us that “20’s Plenty” on the 
approach roads to the village. 

‘Wilder Wedmore’ – 9, 10, 11 June 2023
See the separate article in this edition about this major village event.  Please put the 
dates in your diary

If you would like to help with the organisation or participate in some way you are 
very welcome - please email geoff_carss@hotmail.com. 

Worthington Woods Food Forest
Depending when you receive your Isle of Wedmore News  

A Come and join us for a cold turkey sandwich and mince pie ‘work’ party at the 
woods. 2pm to 4pm on Tuesday 27 December

B Sorry you missed the work party but join us soon to take on a task, however 
small, to help us maintain and enhance this special place?  At the time of going 
to press the first owls have been spotted. Please contact us (07984 924432). 

Wedmore Community Farm
Watch out for more news soon

Upcoming Events
• Big Tidy Up - Sunday 26 February
• Freecycle  - watch out for a date in the spring when you can give away all those 

things that would otherwise end up in landfill
• Somerset Food Trail: 14 - 30 July 2023.  Focused this year on ‘Feasts’ with food 

producers being encouraged to team up to host events all over the county. 
Wedmore will be playing a full part.

Green Wedmore Meetings
On the last Monday of the month at 7.30pm at St Mary’s  Come along to our next 
meeting on Monday 30 January.

Wedmore in Bloom 
On Friday 25 November, several Wedmore in Bloom committee 
members joined staff, parents and children on the field at Wedmore 
First School to plant some trees\.

To celebrate the Platinum Jubilee and to play a part in 
developing the Queen’s Green Canopy, WIB donated three trees to 
add interest and eventually some shade to the school environment. 
We chose an English oak, a small leaved lime and a colourful cherry. 

There was certainly no shortage of volunteers to help with the planting, and 
although the trees won’t grow as quickly as the children present on the day, it is lovely to 
imagine that one day in the future those children will be able to tell another generation 
of pupils that they were there on the day these wonderful trees were planted. 
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A Date for your Diary! Wedmore in Bloom are holding their AGM and supper 
evening on 3 February 2023 at 7pm in the Masonic Hall. By popular request 
the supper will be shepherd’s pie followed by apple crumble and there will be 
entertainment by Strike a Chord. The evening is always fun and is an opportunity 
for us to thank all our supporters and helpers. If you are interested in coming please 
email wedmoreinbloom@groups.outlook.com and let us know if you have any dietary 
restrictions. Tickets will be £10 payable at the door. 

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore, 100 Club
Meeting the deadline for the January magazine means it is not possible to announce 
the first lucky winners of 2023. Sincere thanks are extended to the many who have 
renewed or joined for the first time. With the last few numbers to be sold at St Mary’s 
Christmas Fair watch this space for the January results to be announced next month!

PROBUS Talk: Fighter Planes and UFO’s by Squadron Leader Nigel 
Jones RAF (Retd)
Probus Members have been treated to some really excellent talks this Autumn and 
the talk by Squadron Leader Nigel Jones was no exception. 

Starting with schooldays academia held little interest for Nigel.......sport was his 
thing and he was very good at it. Going on from school he then went straight into the 
RAF and was fortunate to be selected for pilot training. Obtaining his ‘Wings’ he was 
posted to 43 Squadron. Flying all the early types of jet fighters.....Vampire / Meteor 
and Hawker Hunter. This latter aircraft he described as a beautiful aircraft to fly\.

Life in the RAF has many high points and monthly Guest Nights were fairly riotous 
with injuries being quite common. Anecdotes were plentiful throughout the talk\.

One memorable tale was of a pilot in Kenya being detailed to fly a General around 
various installations in a Tiger Moth. The pilot became very anxious when the General 
wanted one more site to visit. The pilot was desperate to go to the toilet, and with 
no opportunity for landing soon, relieved himself in the cockpit. The General came 
on the voice tube saying there was liquid sloshing around on the floor......but not to 
worry he had tasted it and it was not inflammable !!

Finally Nigel’s final aircraft was the Lightning which on full re-heat had a fantastic 
rate of climb. Whilst posted to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus with the Lightning, and being 
duty pilot for the day, he was ordered to take off to examine what was thought to be 
a balloon. Having reached sixty thousand feet in no time at all he was nowhere near 
it. Shiny and metallic in the sunshine it was established as a UFO. The two radars on 
Cyprus triangulated the height of this UFO to be one hundred and eighty thousand 
feet. On landing Nigel was secretly de-briefed on his observations\.

Latterly Nigel was posted as an ADC to an Air Marshal in Berlin for two years in 
a German Government provided house\.

Interestingly you cannot really imagine that in the Wedmore Golf Club Meeting 
Room we had two pilots who have actually seeing a UFO.  One Probus Member who 
is a retired airline pilot also experienced three UFO’s off his port wing on a flight 
back to Heathrow from New York\.
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Nick PoPle 

Mobile:  07743 563 510 

Tel: 01934 713 415  

eMail:   Nick.PoPle.PDS@gmail.com

address: BlackforD SomerSet

PaiNtiNg, DecoratiNg 
&

 reStoratioN ServiceS 

all iNterior aND exterior 
work uNDertakeN

call for free eStimate

(587)

Barbara Francois BABTAC

01934 712010

www.boroughbeautystudio.co.uk

Open Tuesday – Saturday  

7 Borough Mall, Wedmore, BS28 4EB

 B
eauty Studi

o

Borough

BBS

(007)

(431)

    
““AA  nnaammee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt  ffoorr  
ssppeecciiaalliisstt  lleeggaall  sseerrvviicceess””  

 

 
 

  Accident Claims 
  Attorneyships & Ct. of Protection 
  Commercial Property 
  Commercial Litigation 
  Disputes & Debt Recovery 

  Divorce and Family 
  Employment Advice 
  Moving Home, Conveyancing 
  Probate & Estate Services 
  Wills, Trusts & Tax planning 

 

Visit our local offices at Cheddar Road, Wedmore 
 

www.johnhodge.co.uk | 01934 713030 | mailbox@johnhodge.co.uk 
 

 
 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE | BRISTOL | CLEVEDON | YATTON | WEDMORE 
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PROBUS is a very friendly Club with Meetings twice monthly (2nd and 4th 
Wednesday) at Wedmore Golf Club. Lunch after the talk is always convivial. If you 
are a retired gentleman with time on your hands, why not come along as you may be 
assured of a warm welcome.

Wedmore Probus Club 
David Ewens - Chairman 

Wedmore Gardening Club
We hope all our members and friends had a great Christmas and 
New Year. 

For 2023 there is a full and interesting programme of talks 
arranged, plant sale and coffee morning in May, our June outing, 
a talk by Keith Bulnois in July after which there will be a visit to 
Jan and Keith’s garden where afternoon tea will be served, and, of 
course, our end of year party / entertainment in December. Lots to look forward to.

We start the new season with a talk by Neil Ross on Tuesday 24 January; ‘What 
the Garden Books Never Tell You’.  It will be preceded by a short AGM. On Tuesday 
28 February, Charles Chesshire’s talk is ‘The Art of Dishevelment’.  Just two subjects 
to whet our appetites.

Meetings are held in the Masonic Hall and begin at 7.30pm with refreshments 
being served after the talks.  Subs are due in January and remain £15 single and £25 
a couple.  As always we look forward to welcoming members and friends to a few or 
all meetings.

Wedmore Opera Goers – Wales Millennium Centre Cardiff 
Thursday 2 February 2023 - Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping Beauty. Tickets £53 raised 
stalls or £59 mid stalls to include the coach and the theatre. This is a matinee 
performance so the coach will leave at 10.15 am in time to have lunch at a place of 
your choice on the bay.

Sunday 5 March 2023 - The Magic Flute. Tickets £69 (mid stalls) or £54 (raised 
stalls).

Please contact Suzanne Metters (suzannemetters@hotmail.com).

Poet’s Corner 
Vera’s Verse – Thank You Letters 

I wish I’d kept the thank you letters 

I’ve received from children over the years,

Probably corrected by their parents

And written with tantrums, and sometimes tears.
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Always written with such care

The handwriting the best they could do, 

It meant much more than they were aware 

A lot of effort just to thank you.

The children’s paper was such fun 

Usually a Christmas present gift,

And sometimes a drawing of a flower or the sun

And this alone would give you a lift.

Maybe now you’re adults, it is time to say 

I really appreciate the time you took, 

They really brightened a January day

And all those kisses deserved another look.
Vera Banwell

October Gone 

Once upon a time, a crocodile

Swallowed a clock.

Remember Tick Tok, Tick Tok.

Look behind you!

Like double double summertime,

Tick Tok, Tick Tok.

Fall behind you,

An extra hour in bed.

But……

 If one has swallowed a clock,

 The alarm still rings.
Ann Harrison 
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        Somerset Sports Therapy Fitness Clinic 
             Wedmore Village    

 Osteopathy with Claire Tidswell - 07376648835 claireosteopathy@gmail.com 

 Physical Therapy, Sports Massage and Personal Training/Spinning Classes with Jeni Davis 
07747798508 jeni@somersetsportstherapy.co,uk 

Holistic Therapy with Carly Bennett - 07512660818 carlyjanebennett@gmail.com 
Swedish, Sports and Aromatherapy Massage, Hot Stone Massage 

Hypnotherapy with Tamsin Denbigh - 07917786251 hello@tamsindenbighhypnotherapy.com 

SPINNING CLASSES FRIDAYS 6.30am  
 fb. somersetsportstherapyÞtnessclinic   

www.somersetsportstherapy.co.uk 
 The Cottage @ The George Inn,  Church Street, Wedmore BS28 4AB 

           Parking is available in the George car park for our patients.

(681)

Two courses for £8.99 
every Tuesday and Thursday 12-3pm

www.wedmoregolfclub.com

Open to the Public 
7 days a Week

Breakfast ~ Coffee and Cake
Lunch ~ Sunday Roast 

Function and Meeting Rooms available to hire 

clubhouse@wedmoregolfclub.com  
01934 713649

(351)
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(689)

T: 01934 713714
Coronation House, Wedmore, Somerset

(345)
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The Crossword: Number 67
By greendandelion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

 
 

 Across

1 Type of this cheese produced by Chris Ducket and known 
as ‘Smoked Wedmore’ (10)

6 So it is held by most husbands (4)
10 One in the front end is easily heard (5)
11 Engine part that craftily drops into shape (6,3)
12 A VIP or so could make it a condition (7)
13 This legal concept can apply when dropped bread and 

butter lands face down (4,3)
14 Stout fellow who sat on the fence before going to pieces 

(6,6)
18 Have trouble with a ramp when walking the baby (12)
21 Disorganised yet elegant taking to a solution (7)
23 Ran back at speed. Now tell your story (7)
24 A revolting act of defiance (9)
25 Sure you are not in it (5)
26 Encounter the return of heavy rain (4)
27 Minister’s house damaged by trees during investigation 

(10) 

Down

1 Put a gorilla on a tin for tasty morsel (6)
2 Maybe ride round to be at the top of life (6)
3 Silver and gold (8,6)
4 I am on time; you sound unprepared (9)
5 Catalogues one’s inclinations (5)
7 Helps air treatment for birth defects (8)
8 Teams embracing the method laterally (8)
9 Ruddy homologue makes one treat a relative this way 

(4-10)
15 Longings for a year’s income (9)
16 Crumpets made from all the colours of the rainbow (8)
17 Made an introduction before taking a stroll (8)
19 Growing aid from a chap on the river (6)
20 Guard posted on the railway (6)
22 Remove the behind from craftier newsman (5)

Answers on page 74
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News and Events from 
Outside the Parish
Cheddar Country Market
10 - 11.30 am at Cheddar Village Hall, every Tuesday

Fresh produce, plants, flowers, lovely home-made cakes pastries and savouries, 
also pickles, jams and honey and home-made cards and children’s home-made knit 
wear. Sit down for tea or coffee and a chat.

Cheddar Valley u3a 
Our Craft Fair, held within the November coffee morning, gave members the perfect 
opportunity to buy unique, hand-made gifts to begin their Christmas shopping. There 
was an amazing array of beautifully made decorations, cards and gifts all produced 
by our talented members. The well attended morning was enjoyed by stall holders 
and guests alike and provided the several new members, who signed up that day, an 
interesting insight to what the u3a can offer to Cheddar Valley and the surrounding 
area’s community. 

Starting the New Year our first speaker meeting, at 2.00 pm on 5 January will 
welcome Rachel Boothroyd to the Village Hall where she’ll give us a ‘Brief History 
of Gemstones’ telling us about their formation and cultural importance. Rachel has a 
long career in the jewellery industry, including as an auction house jewellery specialist 
and general valuer, so this should prove a very interesting and diverse topic. Happy 
New Year everyone. 

Somewhere House Somerset Among the Winners at the Sedgemoor 
Business Excellence Awards 2022
Somewhere house Somerset is a small local charity who are very busy, offering 
counselling to those who need support with any mental health needs. We operate 
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o All types of TV aerials plus 
extra points

o Freesat, Sky and European/
Motorised dishes

o Discreet and careful 
installations

o FREE call out and quotations
o Quality installations for over 

21 years

Please call DAVID FORD 
on either

TEL:  01934 742444 
MOBILE: 07740 946385

David Ford 
Aerials

(543)

MLB HYPNOTHERAPY 

Michelle Louise Balson 
BSc, HPD, DSFH, Dip SFBT, Dip Med CHS 

Registered Nurse & Solution Focused Hypnotherapist 

Anxiety & stress - Sleep disorders - Fears & phobias  
Panic attacks - Weight management 

MLBHYPNOTHERAPY.CO.UK 
mlbhypnotherapy@gmail.com 

07887 902557 

For help with peri/menopause please see my dedicated 
website 

HYPNOTHERAPYFORMENOPAUSE.CO.UK 

 ‘Supporting your wellbeing’

(647)

(370)

MARK GRIFFITHS

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

Gas Safe registered 
(190721)

All work undertaken

Reliable, friendly service at 
reasonable prices

Fully insured,  
all work is guaranteed

3 Pilcorn Street, Wedmore
Tel: (01934) 712446

Mobile: 07971 648691

(398)
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The Forge Enterprise Centre, 3 Church 
Road, West Huntspill, Somerset. TA9 3RN

Contact one of the team on

01278 530115
office@poolbridgeaccountancy.com

Bookkeeping
VAT

Payroll
Corporation Tax

 and Self-Assessment

www.poolbridgeaccountancy.com

POOLBRIDGEACCOUNTANCY LT
D

(580)

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

(653)

Nigel Annett’s
Buildings Repair & 

Maintenance Service

CARPENTRY
PAINTING, ETC

For friendly advice on all those small 
jobs the larger builder doesn’t want

Telephone
NIGEL ANNETT on 

01934 713219
Over  40 years ’ experience

(357)(388)



January 2023 53

purely on a donation basis. You donate what you can afford, there are no set fees. 
All the counsellors are qualified counsellors.

We have thriving coffee and chat sessions, the last Saturday of every month, held 
at the Baptist Church in College St, BOS, with a qualified counsellor there for any 
support needed, plus plenty of our volunteers, who all love to chat. And there is 
always cake and a free cuppa.

The charity has recently received a prestigious award from Sedgemoor Business 
Awards for the best Community Engagement as well as the founder this year receiving 
the platinum champion award from the Queen Consort. Schools talks, business talks 
available just email the charity on info@somewherehousesomerset.org or visit our website 
and fill in the referral form if you need a counsellor www.somewherehouseSomerset.org

The charity’s Mandy Ellis and Mark Andrews are pictured with the Mayor. 

Cheddar Youth Trust’s Festive Night Thank You
Thanks to the Bath Arms, Cheddar Youth Trust (CYT) enjoyed a successful evening 
at the village’s festive fundraising night when trustees helped to staff a pig roast stall 
outside the pub, 

The pig roast, provided by the Bath Arms and cooked by Cobbs of Cheddar, raised 
£700 for the trust.

‘We would like to thank Jacqui Lewis for her generosity, help and co-operation 
in enabling us to raise this amount,” said chairman Clive Panchaud.”It will enable us 
to help even more youngsters with grants.

The trust was set up in 2000 to mark the new millennium and build something 
worthwhile for the village that would serve future generations, residents’ children 
and grandchildren, for at least 100 years.

CYT chairman Clive Panchaud accompanied by other trustees after presenting Jacqui Lewis  
with flowers.



54 January 2023

It raises funds and makes financial grants to young Cheddar people who wish to 
help develop their talents or education or give service to communities here or abroad

Further information about the trust is available on its website, www.cyt.org.uk.

Social Dancing Every Friday Evening at Henton Village Hall, 
BA5 1PD
Ballroom / Sequence dancing.
Be lovely to see you, from 7pm to 9pm, £6per head including refreshments. With live 
music. Enquiries to James 07769603937.

Royal Air Forces Association Mid-Somerset Branch – Programme 
Starting 2023

The Branch held a very successful traditional Christmas 
three-course lunch on Saturday 17 December at Wells 
Golf Club. The event started with drinks in the bar before 
moving into the Dining Room for the ‘Dedication and 
Remembrance’ whence all consumed their choices of an 
excellent three-course meal from the menu; the lunch 

ended with port and our first formal Branch ‘Loyal Toast’ to King Charles III. 
The first meeting in 2023 will be on Monday 6 February 2023 - General Branch 

Meeting 11:00am for 11:15am at the Street Inn, 1-3 Somerton Road, Street, BA16 
0DR. There will be a Branch Meeting to plan for the Branch AGM that will be on 
Monday 6th March at the Wessex Hotel, Street. The meeting will be followed by an 
optional Pub Lunch.

All events are open to Branch Members, RAFA Members from other Branches, 
Current and Ex-RAF Service Personnel (Including RAF Reserves), and Members of 
the ‘RAF Family.’ Please contact the Branch via e-mail  rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com  
or tel to Secretary 01458-224057 for further information.”

RNLI Winscombe and District Branch 
November Results
November was a busy month for Branch activities and 
financial results. The RNLI Winscombe Folk Night on 
Saturday 12th November raised a profit of £276 while 
the Bucket Collection at Sanders Garden Centre on the 
weekend 19/20 November ‘rescued’ a total of £649 and on Sunday 19th November 
at RNLI Portishead Lifeboat Station our Chairman Allan Cooper received a cheque 
for £2,400 from “High & Dry” Shanty Group which was the RNLI share of the 
profits made at the Bristol Shanty Festival in September. The Souvenir Sales Team 
have attended six venues so far in 2022 and taken £840 with three more venues to go 
before the end of 2022. 

December Activities
The Branch ran its first ever ‘Reindeer Run’ on Sunday 4 December that drew 31 
runners and eight dogs covering two routes, a shorter 2 Km trail and a longer 5 Km 
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Interior and Exterior 
Painting & Decorating.

Garden Landscape & Maintenance.
Fencing & Decking.

Call Nick for a quote on
01278 786363 or 07522 531272

email - insideoutsidepainting@outlook.com
www.insideoutpainting.co.uk

(694)

Hedging

Treework

Fencing

Turfing

Grass cutting & maintenance

Services include:
Treework | Stump Grinding

Fencing | Turfing | Logs
Garden and Ground Maintenance

Avant and Operator Hire

We also offer one-off or regular contracts,
Domestic and Commercial 

CCoonnttaacctt  DDaann  0077882277  332288887744  

oorr  eemmaaiill  ddaann@@aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

wweebb  wwwwww..aa11ggaarrddeenniinngg..ccoo..uukk

Stump grinding
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 GERALD
  HELLIER

ORNAMENTAL 
IRONWORK

FOR YOUR HOMES & GARDENS
GATES – RAILINGS
CURTAIN POLES
WEATHER VANES

SECURITY GRILLES
FIRE BASKETS

are only a few of the items made

WELDING & FABRICATION JOBS 
ALSO UNDERTAKEN

CHEDDAR NURSERIES
SHARPHAM ROAD, CHEDDAR

Gerald Mobile: 07970 633859
Landline: 01934 742886

www.helliersironwork.co.uk
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We are groundworks and surfacing specialists 
based in Somerset providing, tarmac 

drives, concreting, footings, trenchwork & 
utilities, drainage, fencing, landscaping, patios,  

digger works and much more.

Contact Gary on 07792 292710
Email: gary_sheldon@yahoo.com 

Web: www.gsheldongroundworks.co.uk

(710)

(711)

 

Lifts - medical appointments 
& club meetings 

Errands - local shops &  
chemist 

Dog walking, light household  
tasks, company over a cuppa 

01934 806299  
Leave a message  

A volunteer will reply 
within 24 hours 

(697)



January 2023 57

trail, both started from and finished at Winscombe Cricket Club. Most of the runners 
wore fancy dress including five elves, a family of reindeer, a ‘Mother Christmas’ and 
several sets of reindeer antlers. The RNLI official party included ‘Stormy Allan the 
Reindeer’ and Diana Moran ‘the Green Goddess’ who set them off and drew the 
raffle for a Christmas Hamper. All runners completed the course safely.

On Tuesday 6 December the Branch Souvenir Sales Team and Chris’s Table took 
part in Winscombe Late Night Shopping while our last appearance in 2022 was at 
the busy Tesco Supermarket Shepton Mallett on Christmas Eve 24 December. Full 
results will be reported in the next edition.

Betty’s Pots Update
‘Betty’s Pots’ are small individual jam & marmalade pots with a RNLI label and 
people are encouraged to fill them with either five pence or twenty pence coins for 
the RNLI. These can now be obtained from and filled pots returned to:

Winscombe – Farron’s Estate Agents
Wedmore – Wedmore Village Store
Congresbury – Robin King Estate Agents
Wrington – Zero Waste Pantry

Thanks from the Branch to them

RNLI Winscombe and District Super Quiz Is Back - Saturday 28 January 2023
After three years of Covid, the RNLI Super Quiz is back in Shipham Village Hall at 
7:00pm on Saturday 28 January 2023. Tables may be booked for teams of 6 persons 
cost £10 per member (£60 per team) which includes Tina’s Mega-Ploughman’s Supper 
in the interval comprising a huge selection of help yourself salads, a veritable feast! 
Of course, there will be a bar selling wines (by the glass or by bottle), beers, ciders 
and soft drinks at reasonable prices and a comprehensive raffle with big prizes drawn 
on the night. The Quiz always covers a wide range of topic rounds with a picture or 
novelty quiz in the interval. For further details of the Quiz, team entries and purchase 
of tickets, please ring 01934-842304 or 01934-843388 or e-mail: meejlfh@gmail.com”

November Rescues
In November there were eleven shouts between three of our four lifeboat stations 
(Burnham-on-Sea – 2, Minehead – 1, & Weston-super-Mare – 2). At 2:34 pm on 
4th November, Burnham-on-Sea lifeboat volunteers were paged by Milford Haven 
Coastguard to attend a grounded speedboat in the River Parret. Both Burnham’s 
lifeboats were launched speedily and both crews proceeded up river easily locating 
the disabled craft, as the owner was busy fending his craft away from rocks at the 
bank, adjacent to the Huntspill River. The D class crew were able to tow the casualty 
away from the rocks and transferred their charge to the Atlantic 85 lifeboat for a 
tow back to Combwich. On arrival at Combwich, two of the D class crew landed and 
assisted recovery of the craft to it’s trailer. D class helmsman Nathan Meager said; 
“The distressed craft had suffered engine failure, and the owner was equipped with 
lifejacket and other safety equipment. It was a useful exercise, and we were pleased 
to be able to assist.
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Weston Hospicecare’s Men’s March - 
Saturday 18 March 2023. 
The Men’s March is a 10 mile men-only fundraising walk 
which is inspired by the Six Nations rugby tournament. 
After their walk, participants will receive a warm 
Pieminister pie and a pint of delicious Thatcher’s Cider before watching gripping Six 
Nations rugby action on the big screen. 

The route will start and finish at the superb Grand Pier on Weston seafront and 
include passing landmarks such as Birnbeck Pier, Weston Woods, Sand Bay and Sand 
Point.

Come and join us for a great event and whatever the reason is for you taking part, 
you can be safe in the knowledge you will be helping your hospice! 

It costs £18.50 for adults and £12.50 for children to register to take part in the 
event. An early bird offer is currently available for both categories.  

The registration fee includes event entry, a pint of Thatcher’s Cider, a Pieminister 
pie, a souvenir Men’s March pint glass and more!

The hospice strongly encourages supporters to make a donation or raise 
sponsorship on top of their entry to help support care given to those in Weston, North 
Somerset and Sedgemoor with life-limiting conditions. 

For fundraising support, call 01934 423900 or email grace.dibden@westonhospicecare.org.uk. 
To register for the event, visit westonhospicecare.org.uk/mensmarch. 

Thought for the Month
When I wrote the thought for the month in January 2022, I would not have believed 
what would happen in the world and in this country in just a few months. 

February saw Russia invade Ukraine, we soon saw the need to help the people of 
Ukraine, events were held to raise money, practical items, clothes, food and medical 
supplies were collected and soon on their way to Ukraine, Families here opened their 
homes to take in the Ukrainian refugees. We even saw Ukrainians that were staying 
in the area take part in Wedmore harvest home parade, a lovely sight. 

Then our Queen gave us all an extra bank holiday to celebrate her platinum jubilee, 
out came the flags and bunting, tea parties were arranged, a good time was had by 
all, even the Queen had tea with Paddington Bear.

Then came the voting for a new prime minister, Boris was out in came Liz Truss, 
Shaking hands with the Queen on Tuesday, then on the Thursday around 1.30 pm 
we got the news that our beloved Queen is not well, by late afternoon she had died. 
Then following the journey back from Scotland and lying-in-state, we all saw the 
flowers and bears, and watched the state funeral. Then almost immediately after a 
disastrous Budget Liz Truss resigned, in came our third prime minister Rishi Sunak. 
We now have a new King and our third prime minister, a war in Ukraine, and our 
own cost of living crisis. What a lot of changes happened last year. But one thing that 
never changes is Jesus, Hebrews 13 v 8 tells us Jesus is the same Yesterday, Today 
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and Forever. So as we go into another new year, whatever happens in our lives, our 
country or in our world, We can all know one thing, Jesus never changes, he’s always 
near and hears our prayers.

Wishing you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 
Dulcie Hooper - Crickham Baptist Church

Tasty Morsels – Recipes for You
Tomato Soup
Ingredients – 
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 stalk celery -diced 
1 small onion - diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1½ tsp salt
1.5 kg tinned chopped tomatoes
350ml vegetable stock
150ml cream (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste
Crusty bread for serving

Method – 
Heat the olive oil in a large pot over medium high heat.  Add the celery, onion, garlic 
and salt.  Cook until soft – about 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Add in chopped 
tomatoes and stock.  Bring to a boil, cover and cook over low heat for 1 hour, stirring 
occasionally.  Let the hot soup cool then blend until smooth, either in a blender or 
using a hand blender.  Return soup to the pot (if using a blender), heat and add the 
cream.  Once the soup is heated through, check the seasoning and add additional salt 
and pepper if needed.  Serve with warm crusty bread.  Enjoy!! 

Jennifer Wright 

The Garden in January 
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in January 2009 and is reproduced here 
by kind permission of Mrs Yvonne Hutchinson)
By the time you are reading this, it will probably be 2009 and all the excesses of the 
festive season will be behind us and you will be looking forward to getting out there 
in the garden and working off all the Christmas pudding etc. 

First of all I should apologise for a possibly confusing typographical error in my 
last contribution. If you’re wondering what ‘causes ball patches on the lawn’ meant 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

THE CHEDDAR VALLEY 
HANDYMAN 

 

Home Improvements inside 
and outside, odd jobs, 

repairs, DIY, garden services, 
general maintenance. 

 

Free quotations, fully insured, no job 
too small, hourly & daily rates available 

 

Call: 07779 676 233 
HHoonneesstt,,  rreelliiaabbllee,,  llooccaall..  

Email: 
cheddarvalleyhandyman@gmail.com 

cheddarvalleyhandyman.co.uk 
Follow me on Facebook: Cheddar Valley Handyman 

Please tell me where you saw my advert! 
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it should, of course have been caused ‘bald patches on the lawn.’ It just goes to show 
that the computer spellcheck doesn’t notice all mistakes. 

At the time of writing (1 December) we are experiencing a short spell of cold dry 
weather with a wintry showers forecast for a day or two hence. It hasn’t been cold 
enough to do any damage yet, here in Theale, but interestingly I was in the garden 
in Upper Weare this morning that it was several °C colder than at home, admittedly 
are north west, facing slope and perhaps 20 metres higher than here. 

In some respects, January can be regarded as a quiet time in the garden as often 
increment weather prevent us from doing the things we would like to do. If perhaps 
you’re not entirely satisfied with the layout of your plot, this might be a good time 
to think about alterations have a look around and see what might be changed for 
the better. Could you perhaps change a dull straight path for winding one making 
the walk through the garden longer? Might be moved to one side rather than down 
the middle, creating effective a more open and larger garden? Ask yourself is the 
garden as full of interest as it could be. Is it colourful right through the seasons does 
it really satisfy you? 

To save problems later on when the March winds come, look at situations where 
heavy growth and foliage might cause structures like pergolas, arches and trusses to 
blow down and cut it back sooner rather than later. 

Unless you are very new to gardening you’ll be aware that it is not wise to grow 
the same crop in the same place too frequently. This encourages the build-up of 
pests and diseases and deplete the soil of nutrients (as the same crops will have the 
same nutrient requirements each time). Ideally, you need to have a three or four 
year rotation of crops. Of course, if it is not usually feasible to do this with flowers, 
but it should be done with vegetables. Divide your plot (mentally not physically) into 
three sections. In one, use all your compost or manure on those crops like plenty of 
it: leaks and onions lettuce, peas and beans, spinach etc, in area two, plant the things 
that like soil manured in the previous year, carrots, beetroot, parsnips, potatoes, etc. 
All of these will penetrate deeper into the soil as they search for nutrients and help 
to break it up. In area three, plant the crops that like firm soil that has been matured 
and cultivated in the previous two years, such as brassicas (the cabbage family) swedes, 
turnips, cabbages, cauliflowers, and brussel sprouts. Obviously you have to start this 
rotation somewhere so may not necessarily get it exactly right straight away. Now is 
a good time to prune gooseberry bushes. They often seem to be the neglected soft 
fruit in the garden. First of all, thin out at the centre of the bush and reduce all the 
other shoots by a third. If therer are downward growing branches, cut them back to an 
upward facing bud. Feed them with potash (potassium sulphate) at about 150 grams 
a square metre. If you are organic, put ash from the log fire on them. The popular 
variety Leveller likes fertile soils, so if you were tempted to plant new bushes, bear 
this in mind. Whilst there are new varieties that are thornless, most gooseberries have 
vicious spines so be careful to wear gloves when proving them. 

Well that’s about it for another month. Let’s hope as this is usually the coldest time 
of the year, that we haven’t had any serious damaging weather, before I write again

Adrian Hutchinson
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Sports Reports
Isle of Wedmore Golf Club
It was all change this month at Wedmore as both the Seniors and Ladies 
Sections held their AGM’s with new Captains installed for 2023. Both 
outgoing Captains were able to look back over successful years before 
handing over responsibility to their successors. In the case of the Seniors 
this was Chris Monks passing the baton to Steve Sage whilst for the Ladies 
Wendy Lucas welcomed Helen Tanswell to the role.

The need for an AGM did not of course mean that golf was abandoned 
and both sections held competitions prior to their meetings, albeit curtailed to 15 
holes. This did not prevent some impressive scoring, particularly in the Seniors who 
played Four Ball Betterball. Top of the pile were David Taylor and Keith Thomas who 
racked up 42 points, just 2 better than runners-up Nick Smith and Barry Royal .  New 
captain Steve Sage with peter Roberts took third place on 39. The Ladies opted for a 
four ball bowmaker. Clear winners were the team of Liz Sweeney, Ronnie Follenfant 
, Ann Search and Shirley Gooding with 79 points. This put them 2 points clear of 
runners-up Jenny Thomas, Ali Mantell, Linda Wright and Ruth Rogers. Trish Phelps, 
Judy Brooking-Clark, Marie Mackle and Sue Griffiths were third on 74.

The other big change was the weather with the long dry spell giving way to rain. 
But we knew it had to be the start of winter as the Seniors kicked off their winter 
league, four rounds of stablefords with the best 3 scores to count in the final reckoning. 
There were some quick starts from the low handicappers in division 1 with Toni Ribi 
leading the way with 41 points which gave him a 2 point lead over Nick Parker. David 
Crew was in third spot on 38. In the overall League though, Pete Roberts matched the 
leading score with another 41 points winning division 3 with Terry Williams second 
on 39 and David Hollingdale 2 shots further back in third. John Vowles led the way 
in division 2 with 39 points which put him 2 ahead of Martin Peakman with Derek 
Meades another shot back in third. There was a close finish in division 4 with Lee 
Saxon leading the way on 39, just one better than Peter Spinks who beat Tony Phelps 
on countback.

All three competitions the following week managed to avoid the rain and there 
was even some additional help for the Seniors who were allowed a couple of mulligans 
and kicks in their bowmaker. Not that Jeff Griffiths, Mike Nicholls and Lee Saxon 
really needed any help as they scored an amazing 90 points which put them 11 points 
clear of the groups behind. The rest of the field were closely packed with David 
Sellars, Mike Smith and Axel Knutson taking second place on countback from Moly 
McMillan, Paul Dickie and Martin Peakman after both scored 79.

The Ladies played a stableford on Thursday and with the course still damp from 
the previous day’s rain struggled to score. Ann Dixon, in division 1, was the only 
player to play to her handicap with her 36 points putting her 3 clear of runner-up 
Gina Falcon with Shirley Gooding taking third place on 31. Pam Berry took first place 
in division 2, her score of 30 good enough to win by a single point from Prue Witter 
with Sue Edwards third on 26. There was a very close finish in division 3 with Joan 
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Peck taking first place on countback from Jenny Thomas after they both scored 26 
with Ange Tanner third on 23.

It was beautiful weather following the first frost of the winter on Saturday leaving 
the course in excellent condition for the annual match between Cheddar and the 
Rest of the World, although in truth the boundaries of Cheddar always appear to 
be stretched and the Rest of the World never extends much beyond Burnham. The 
teams were led as always by Ian Bunn and Steve Major and again, as always, there 
was a close result with Steve Major taking the trophy for the Rest of the World after 
a 19-15 victory.

The following week. Depite the rain, the first round of the Mixed Winter Stableford 
was able to get under way even if later starters got fairly wet. In this event the Ladies 
compete with the men and this week Ruth Rogers did just that, coming in with 42 
points, the best score of the day to win division 3 by 2 points from Pete Beavan with 
Lee Saxon a point further back in third.

The men dominated in the top two divisions with Daryl Cornelius winning division 
1 with 40 points which put him 3 ahead of Martin Olive with Alan Richardson a point 
further back in third place. There was a blanket finish in division 2 with 3 players all 
finishing on 40 points. Countback was needed to sort out the places with Daniel 
McQueen taking first place ahead of David Sellers and Mark Grant. With three rounds 
still to play and plenty of players starting well there is still everything to play for. Find 
out more next month.

Chris Monks passing over the Seniors captaincy to Steve Sage and Wendy Lucas passes the 
Ladies badge of office to Helen Tanswell.

Tony Biggs
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A-Tanks 
Suppliers of septic tanks, 

sewage treatment systems, 
pumping stations,  

cesspools, silage effluent  
and many other tanks

We can also offer 
installation

For free consultation 
contact Don Baker

01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club
Huge congratulations to our very own Dave Nicholls who was 
recently presented with the winner’s trophy for Clevedon and 
District Champion of Champions Outdoor Singles 2022 (see 
picture). In so doing, Dave had a resounding victory over the 
excellent Nick Pearce of Clevedon Bowls Club.....a truly splendid win. Well done Dave.

Of course all the bowls currently being played at the club is on the indoor rinks 
and the club leagues in particular are being keenly contested. It’s really pleasing to see 
many of our new bowlers from the autumn intake playing regularly in these leagues 
and also the indoor competitions with some now representing the club in national 
and county league matches.

Unfortunately our interest in the national competitions has now finished having 
been beaten by Taunton Deane in the Egham trophy, St Andrews in the Denny Cup 
and St Andrews again in the Yetton Plate. Our indoors singles champion Chris Coles 
was narrowly beaten in the National Champion of Champions competition. We are 
now competing in the Somerset County Indoor Bowls League (North) and we wish 
our team all the best in this prestigious event.

Our indoors Finals Weekend is scheduled for 18th and 19th March and will be 
followed by a joint social and presentation ceremony. Put the dates in your new 2023 
diary!

Bowls is a great way of keeping active, maintaining a good level of fitness and is 
well known for its positive social aspects. For more details please contact secretary 
Steve Young on 01749 870987 or at steveyoung1987@hotmail.co.uk. Alternatively 
check our website: isleofwedmorebowlsclub.org or scan our QR code.

Peter Gower

Wedmore Tennis Club
We are fast approaching Christmas and to celebrate as a 
tennis club, we have arranged a Christmas Jumper themed 
tennis evening. This social event will go ahead on Tuesday 13 
December with members invited to turn up to play some fun tennis, with a drink 
and a mince pie or two afterwards. It is also a great opportunity for some of our new 
members to come along to meet others who enjoy tennis. A report on this event will 
be offered in the New Year edition.

All of our winter league teams are now half way through their league matches in 
the North Somerset Tennis League (NSTL). We have four teams competing in the 
regular winter league as well as another two teams playing in the veteran divisions for 
the over 50’s. It is fun, as well as competitive, and teams include men and women. If 
you would like to take part, please contact our club captains. If not, and you would 
just like to know how your local teams are getting on, visit: www.nstl.org.uk

If you are not a member and you are looking for a different form of exercise over 
the winter, or in the New Year to get back into shape, please consider tennis as a 
fun and healthy option. If you are a novice, you have the opportunity to play in rusty 
racket sessions or turn up for a fun game of social tennis. Many of our members just 
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come along to play doubles with friends at a time to suit them. There are various 
opportunities for all ages and all standards.

We have two very experienced coaches who run extensive coaching courses 
throughout the year for members and non-members. Coaching programmes 
include: ADULTS - Adult Mixed Coaching, Rusty Rackets, Ladies’ Beginners, 
Ladies’ Improvers, Cardio Tennis, Individual Coaching. JUNIORS - Group 
Coaching from tots to teens, plus Individual Coaching. Information is available 
through our website: www.wedmoretennis.co.uk or contact our head coach at: 
wedmorecoaching@gmail.com or visit their ‘Wedmore Tennis Coaching’ page on 
Facebook or ‘Wedmore TC Official’ on Instagram.

Church News 
Church Services in January
Our worship will also continue to be available online.  At least one of our Sunday 
services each week is recorded and you can join in via the St Mary’s YouTube channel.   
Links for all the above and details of services both online and in churches can be 
found https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10871/.

Every week on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday there is Morning Prayer 
online at 9 am on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-
Wedmore-384215139101196/

St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
Holy Communion is celebrated most weeks on Wednesday morning at 9.45 am
Sunday   1 Naming of Jesus 10.30 am Benefice Communion
Sunday   8 The Epiphany 10.30 am   Holy Communion
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday  15 Epiphany 2   8.00 am BCP
   10.30 am Morning Praise
   6.00 pm Start the Week
Sunday  22 Epiphany 3 10.30 am  Holy Communion
Sunday 29 The Presentation No service See Holy Trinity

Holy Trinity Church
Sunday   1 Naming of Jesus No service See St Mary’s
Sunday   8 The Epiphany   9.00 am Sunday Breakfast
Sunday  15 Epiphany 2   9.00 am Holy Communion
Monday 22 Epiphany 3 6.30 pm Evening worship zoom online
Sunday 29 The Presentation   9.00 am Benefice Service

Christchurch, Theale
Sunday   1 Naming of Jesus No Service See St Mary’s
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Sunday   8 The Epiphany 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday  15 Epiphany 2 11.00 am Holy Communion
Sunday 22 Epiphany 3 11.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 29 The Presentation No service See Holy Trinity

Allerton Church
Sunday   1 Naming of Jesus No service See St Mary’s
Sunday   8 The Epiphany 9.00 am Family Epiphany Gift Service
Sunday 15 Epiphany 2 9.00 am Morning Praise
Sunday 22 Epiphany 3 9.00 am Holy Communion
Sunday 29 The Presentation No service See Holy Trinity

Parish Registers
Funerals
Our condolences go to the family and friends of:

Pat Williams of Springfield Drive who died on 13 October 2022 aged 84 and whose 
service took place at St Mary’s Church on 2 November 2022

Rosemary Coate of Godney who died on 9 October 2022 aged 87 and whose funeral 
took place at Christchurch Theale on 3 November 2022.

Peter Duggan-Rees of Allerton who died on 20 October 2022 aged 72 and whose 
funeral took place at Allerton Church on 7 November 2022.

Betty Stephens of Birch Close who died on 19 October 2022 aged 100 and whose 
funeral took place at Mendip Crematorium on 10 November 2022.

Rhoda Bourke of Quab Lane who died on 5 November 2022 aged 95 and whose 
funeral took place at St Mary’s Church on 24 November 2022.

‘On a Wheel and a Prayer’
On Tuesday 17 January the vicar will be conducting the next ‘cycle prayer 
pilgrimage’, cycling around the different villages and hamlets that make up 
the Benefice of the Isle of Wedmore that our churches serve, stopping at 
various points and praying for the particular communities. Details of timings 
are below, and you are welcome to join him at any of the stops

Timings of the route are as follows:
 10.30 am  Cocklake Lane End Farm
 10.40 am Crickham Crickham Baptist Chapel
 10.50 am Clewer Clive Weare House
 11.20 am Stone Allerton Stone Cross
 11.30 am  Chapel Allerton Allerton Church
 11.40 am Ashton On the corner next to Hill View Farm
 11.50 am West Stoughton T Junction with the road to Allerton
 12.00 noon Blackford Holy Trinity
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A unique Day Nursery delivering exceptional care 
Babyroom – Nursery – Pre School – Holiday Club 

Wells Road Wedmore BS28 4SA 
            
 

Our highly qualified team ensures that the individual needs of every child is met 
Education funding available for 3-4 year olds 

Forest School, Gardening, Music & Dance, Cookery
01934 713527   www.littleadventuresnursery.com 

Ofsted 2010 “Children have developed good language and number skills and 
show a passion for exploring and investigating their world.” “These skills 

will help support their future learning” 
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Heritage Upholsterers
Prop: Mr C. Purvis B.A.

ALL TYPES OF UPHOLSTERY AND LOOSE COVERS

45 years experience * All work guaranteed
Vole Road, Mark, Somerset, TA9 4NY 

Tel: 01278 641213 Mobile: 07767 865299
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 12.15 pm Westham On the corner next to Bockingford House
 12.25 pm Heath House Ash Tree Farm
 12.35 pm Sand  Upper Sand Farm
 12.50 pm Mudgley Court Farm Cottages
 1.00 pm Bagley Bagley Baptist Church
 1.10 pm Theale Christchurch
 1.25 pm Wedmore St Mary’s

Messy Church
Saturday 21 January 3.00 - 5.00 pm at St Mary’s

• is a way of being church for families involving fun
• is for adults and children to enjoy together
• uses hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to  reflect a God of creativity 

and to give people a chance to  play together.
• is about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating  together
• is returning to the Isle of Wedmore on Saturday 21 January 3.00 p.m.-5.00 

p.m. in St Mary’s church

The two hours of Messy Church will feature a number of craft tables based around 
a theme, a time of worship and a shared tea. It is for all the family, whether or not 
you normally come to church. Look out for flyers, posters and invitations later in 
the month. Speak to the vicar Richard Neill if you want to know more or look at 
www.messychurch.org.uk/

Bagley Baptist Church
Sunday service at 10.30am. Come in person or view live via our Bagley Baptist You 
Tube channel\.
Every Wednesday 10.30am-12noon is our popular ‘Coffee with a View.’ Come for 
coffee/tea, home-made cakes, our wonderful view, and a warm welcome\.
All free of charge. Bring a friend or come and make some new ones here\.
We have good parking and wheelchair access\.
Every Wednesday (term time) at 7.30pm we have youth groups for school years 
5-11
Other fellowship groups are available to access online and meeting at the church - 
home groups, gatherings, prayer meetings, and more
For further details Tel: 01934 710779, Email: contactus@bagleybaptist.co.uk, 
website: www.bagleybaptist.co.uk

Crickham Baptist Chapel 
Sunday School on Sunday morning at 10.30 am, Evening Service at 6.30 pm.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor

Having just watched England win the men’s 2022 T20 World Cup, 
it is now surely time for Wedmore to officially honour Jos and his 
achievements.

Not only has Jos earned over fifty Test Caps for England, he literally won England 
the men’s 2019 World Cup by running out New Zealand’s Martin Guptill (although 
Jos would rightly say that it was very much a team victory), and has now captained 
England’s men team to success in the T20 World Cup.

Wells, Keynsham, and Oldland Common are three places not too far away from 
Wedmore who have roads with Street’s named after successful sports stars (Mary 
Rand and Marcus Trescothick), and with so many new houses being built in the village, 
surely the least the village can do is name one of these new roads ‘Buttler Drive or 
Jos Buttler Drive.’

Yours faithfully
Mr William Healey

Axbridge and Wedmore 
GP Practice
Surgery Opening Times
Wedmore Surgery
Mondays and Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays . . . . . . .  8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Telephone 01934 712774

Axbridge Surgery
Monday to Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.30 am to 6.00 pm
Telephone 01934 732464 - Please note the surgeries are closed on Bank Holidays.

Contact our Clinical Team through our Website
We can also be contacted, in your own time, through our website, with a member 
of our clinical team replying to you by the end of the next working day. You will be 
asked to complete an online form. This is useful for non-urgent conditions. We will 
then contact you and let you know the best action to take.

www.axbridgeandwedmoremedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Improved Access Appointments
Axbridge Surgery
Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
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During these a Nurse/HCA/Phlebotomist will be available for routine appointments 
outside normal surgery times. These appointments are provided, but not exclusively, 
for those patients who find it difficult to attend during normal surgery hours. Please 
note, these hours may be subject to change depending on the availability of clinical 
staff.

Please visit our website or visit/ telephone the practice 732464 or 712774 for changes 
to opening hours. You can also obtain 24-hour general medical advice by telephoning 
NHS 111, or visit the NHS 111 website.

During improved access appointments the front door will be locked. Please ring the video 
doorbell for access. Access will only be granted to patients with pre-booked appointments. 
Surgery telephones are not manned during extended hours.

Wedmore Community Bus 
– The Friendly Bus 
Scheduled Services
There are four Scheduled Services a week. These are to

Taunton - Tuesday

Bridgwater - Wednesday 

Weston-s-Mare - Thursday

Street & Glastonbury - Friday 

Please note a revision to arrangements for booking from 1 December - see below.
The bus departs from Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers. It returns to Wedmore between 1.30 and 2.45 depending on 
the destination. See below for more details.

• The bus is a friendly place where there is normally a happy buzz of conversation. 
Our passengers often meet for a coffee whilst at the destination.

• Anyone is welcome to come on the bus and a place can easily be booked by 
telephone.

• We try to pick up and drop off at the homes of all users who need this. For 
other passengers this will be at a location that is convenient for them. We are 
also flexible about drop offs on route.

• We are happy to provide help in getting on and off the bus for those who need it.
• Drivers are all volunteers who want to help passengers to enjoy their time on 

the bus as much as possible.
• The service is free for everyone with a Concessionary Bus Pass and for children 

under 5 years old. For other passengers, fares are low as the bus is financed by 
Somerset CC and drivers are volunteers.



72 January 2023

(482)

J.C. BETHELL
FENCING 

SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND STOCK FENCING

Working with Somerlap Timber 
products

 Shed bases and decking

Hand Rails

07855 763 506  OR

01934 710 708
jcbethellservices@gmail.com

Septic tank 
emptying

Sewage treatment 
plant installations

Drain unblocking

Cctv drain survey

Avalon Waste 
Management Ltd

01458 850155
info@avalonwastemanagement.co.uk

(638)

(387)
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Timetable and Booking Details 
All services - Depart Wedmore Car Park at The Lerburne at around 9.30am to start 
picking up passengers.

Tuesday - Taunton   
Departs Taunton 2.00 pm. Back around 2.45pm.

Wednesday - Bridgwater  
Departs Bridgwater 1.00 pm. Back around 2.00 pm.

Thursday - Weston-super-Mare  
Departs Weston 1.45 pm. Back around 2.45pm.

Friday - Street and Glastonbury  
Departs Street 1.00 pm. Back around 1.30 pm.

Passenger pickups/drop-offs for all four services are normally available in Wedmore, 
Sand, Heath House, Mudgley, Latcham and Cocklake. 

Additional pickups/drop-offs are normally available in other villages on route to 
each destination 

• Taunton & Bridgwater -  
these are at Blackford, Mark, Bason Bridge and East Huntspill

• Weston-super-Mare -  
these are at Stoughton, Allerton, Blackford and Mark

• Street -  
these are at Theale and Godney

Booking is easy. To be sure of a seat just call the number indicated below against the 
relevant destination at the time shown and we’ll agree a convenient pick-up location 
and time. 

Alternatively, just come to the Lerburne car park before 9.30 am. We will normally 
be able to fit you in, although this isn’t guaranteed.

Tuesday to Taunton 
Angeline Duckett  on 01934 712631 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Wednesday to Bridgwater
Helen Flooks on 01934 611006 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Thursday to Weston-super-Mare 
Carol Ayliffe  on 01934 713471 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Friday to Street & Glastonbury
Ann Hughes on 01934 712832 between 6pm & 6.30 pm on the previous evening.

Relief Booking Controller
Lesley 01934 900571
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Private Hire
• On weekends the bus is available for private hire throughout the day and in 

the evening. It is also available by arrangement on most Mondays.
• On Tuesdays to Fridays it is available for private hire after 3.30pm and in the 

evening. 
• Each private hire comes with a list of volunteer drivers for the hirer to approach.
• The bus has seats for a maximum of 16 passengers. It is often booked for 

weddings, club outings etc.

To make a booking please contact us by email at iowrtabookings@gmail.com
Further details at the Wedmore website theisleofwedmore.net /Local Directory/

Wedmore Community Bus or email us at wedmorebus@gmail.com

 

Competitively priced and built to last –  
that’s the Somerlap promise

Call us today on 01278 641671 or buy online at www.somerlap.co.uk

Sheds • Fencing • Gates • Furniture • Decking

OPEN 
TO THE
PUBLIC

(479)

Number  67  -  Answers

Across:  1. Caerphilly  6. Thus  10. Noise  11. Piston rod  12. Proviso  13. Sods’ law 
14. Humpty Dumpty  18. Perambulator  21. Chaotic  23. Narrate  24. Rebellion  25. Doubt  
26. Meet  27. Presbytery  

Down:  1. Canape  2. Editor  3. Precious metals  4. Impromptu  5. Lists  7. Harelips  
8. Sideways  9. Good-humouredly  15. Yearnings  16. Spectrum  17. Preamble  19. Manure  
20. Sentry  21. Crier



Thinking of selling your home? 
 

I’d love to talk to you. My agency is long established and we offer a unique service. 
We know the market, our area and the buyers and believe we sell more houses in most price 

bracket than any other estate agency office. 
This reflects our marketing presentation and out attention to both our clients and our buyers. 

Our fees are highly competitive and negotiable. I personally value our properties and am 
always available to discuss all matters. 

Below are examples of recent sales from about £400,000 to towards £2,000.000 

 
If you are thinking of selling I’d be delighted to call with you, discuss 
the value of your home, the sale process and our charges. 
 
We only charge a fee if we successfully sell and there are no extras. 
 
Please call 01749 670079 or email info@roderickthomas.co.uk 
 
Roderick Thomas 
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